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S P E A K -  U P  

Hy REV. S. C.\ l l lIESGA - Grand Rapids. llich. 

The imperative espl.ession I\-llich cause \ye a re  afraid? \\'e qi~estion 
constitutes tlie title of this article that reason very much since youth 
is a very coll~nlon one. Yet, i;l con- is characterized by fearlessness and 
nection with the l>u~.pose lye have intrepidit;\-. \jThat then may be the 
in mint1 for u.1.iting these lines, i t  cause? \Ve doubt we a1.e saying 
is a very impo~~tan t  and necessary too much when n-e maintain tliat 
one. 1-'01- we \voulcl emphasize that  the chief reason ~ v h y  Christians 
the glwt 11eec1 among C~I - i s t i ans  generally, \vhy Christian youth to- 
today is tli;~t t11c1.c be rn91.e eser- (la)-, fails t o  "speak up" is because 
cise of the ~ , ~ * o ] ~ h e t i c  olficc, ~vhich of the lacli of interest in TI-IINGS 
togvthel. uvith that  of p1.i~st and 0 1  SPEAI<INCI ABOUT. 
I.;iilg, has bc~cn given us by God to  By no means do 1I.e maint~i l i  that 
fulfill. Christian youth clocsn't speak. If 

It is apl!n~.cnt that  man is in- o111y the subject of thei~ .  conversa- 

clinct! to "talicl it easy", eve11 from tion is  busiliess and indus t~y ,  if it 
his ealeliest chilclhood. IIow often is with regard to sports and I.ccl.ea- 

is not the teacher in school or  cate- tion youth today is by no means 

chisill engaged in reminding the silent. But, should that be the sub- 

pupils to "sit up" when slumped ject of vigorous discussions ancl 

tlo~vn in their seats? 170~ often conversation? \Ye know better. 

must he not call their attention to And the only thing we call do 

"stancl up" when reciting, etc. about this  situation is that  we heed 
the friencllg reproof embodied in 

I t  seems appal-ent, too, tliat when our topic. ..SPEAK UP... 
we have attained to the age when 
\\.e may be c:i]]ed "young peoplev', \!?lat shall we speak about. 
that even then we must constantlj- I-ozcth? \\re need not search f a r  
be remintletl to "look up", to. a s  for the answer. \Ire are  ChlSistian 
ou~ .  title suggests. "SPEAK UP!" youth. \T7e a r e  partakers of Chi.ist 
Must we be reminded to do this and of IIis blessed anointing. If 
because we a rc  lazy: In very few u-e then a re  of Christ. our spceclz 
cases this is t!lc reason. Is  it be- 11-ill be characterized, as  was Ilis, 
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by spt-aking about God, 11 is Icing- that  is in YOU." 111 i7OU, Chrisrian 
dom. l l is  \\'ord-all of Ilim. In south. there is  a hope. Do you 
1s. 32 the catchmen a r e  comlllalld- evei' :lil.llc of ~ b ~ t  t!lilt really 
ed to s p a ] <  or' the Lol.cl. C!11.ist Ixeans to YOU'' There is the hope 
adlnollishes the llealetl luan to "tell that. \\.bile l l o \ ~  J-011 must st1,uggle 
]lot-; gl-eat things the Lol-cl 10 live 110t OII~J'  accoisding to some 
dolle fol. tllee." Pa111, in his ad- but :I!] the com?n,?l~til?ents 01 God, 
monitions io the youthful Timotj1x. 111'2 i'tltll~e thlt  x\\-:lits YO11 prom- 
n-arlls llirn to be unashamed of th2 kc:: t!lc life c-it!~ Cf)d in Christ 
testimony of our Lo1.d. ~;hci.cin cui. sel*\i~t- of IIiin will 

This does not mean that  the name bc A ~:e~.fect se~v1c.e. I ~voultl es-  

o~ cod lllllst be useel by us i n  al- 1 x . e ~ ~  the t r u t i ~  evc:l !:lore strongly. 

most every sentence or  eveiS.v othei* In you, P1:OTESTANT ICISFOR3I- 

sentence we utter. But this cloes ED I 'OUTII,  there is a hope. I t  
nlcan that ,x.e speak in  coull,nctio:l is that hope of glory. yet it is such 
,\.ith a l l  the subjects of olll. con- a s t ~ ~ o n g  hope. fo r  it rests upon a 
versatioil with the coloi. o i  the (;ocl of \\lhom you have been taught 

from childhood. that  I-le is sover- beauty of our Lord Cod gr;lri:jg 
cui speech. cign. that  'ile alone gives the vic- 

tory, that  it is He that  is the author 
Sliall we t ry  that  once, even -::hen and of 

we attenel the Young People's doll- sllcnli ilbout it i t  indeed is 
; 2~tio11 this month? It you came ,vol.tll ,vhile. l t  alone is ~ ~ d - ~ l ~ ~ i -  
from afar. vou can spealc of the 

I 
~ o n d e r f u l  time you hacl enjoying 
tha scenery ne\\T to your ~routhflll XO\\. the beailty of this calling 

I 

I 
eye. You can converse   bout o u r  of s ] ~ c a l r i n ~  up ailcl n-itncssing fo r  

I 
job i l l  the stuffy office 01. shop Chimist is that one llcet] llcver be in 
the1.e il l  yonder cify, 01. of youip doubt as to nvilell he 111~1~t speak. 
laboi-s on the f a i n  pi~ocluci~ia the Hc must do so XL\ITXYS. This, 
food necessary for  human exist- of coul.se, does not meall that  the 
encc.. You can speak of sour Ch1-istian youth in his endeavor 
friends and loved ones. Aid  in all to glol.ify his Lord by his speech 
You can, 110. You MUST season does not use tact and discretion 
your speech with the salt of the \trhell 11c cari-ies 011 a col~\~ersation. 
grace of God. Solomon, the wise king, spoke of 

call, as I)eter tells the s\\.cetlless of a \vol'tl spoltell in 
tile chul.ch of the dispellsatio~l, arlcl season. There a re  certainly times 
i n  them us, "be reads al\l~ays to allcl occa~ions in the life of Chr i s  
give an  ansn-er to every lllall that tian youth when he must guard lest 
asketll you a reason of the l1sp2 in his speech he cast goodly pearls 
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B E A C O S  L I G H T S  

before swine. 1t is even possible important. Do so also with things 
that his ~villiiigness ant1 enthusiasm spi~.itual. 
to speali concel.ning things in the 
light of God and I l is \\'ol.tl is moti- Don't forget either the part you 

vated by sinful pride by which he 
take in singing in the public uror- 
ai~il) on Sunday and elsavl1e1.e. 

\vould show others lvllat ~ ~ e a l l y  he 
\\'hat a glorious opporti~nity to 

knows and (lare tell sonleone off. 
s j~rali  \\?hen Ive n1;1>- sing the so~ig-s He must be \vise a s  a serpent and 

ha~.m!ess as  R ciove. of Zion. Clow \vorth\-.-hile they 
arc. ! 

The home is usually the f irst .  
ant1 undoubtc~clly the best ~ ~ l a c c  for Thus it s h ~ u l d  be plain that  

Chisistian youth to "speak up".   her ever we are, our calling never 
is discontinued. I t  remains. Ful- This also Jesus acln~oilisl~ed the 

man ~vhom I le healed, "Go home. fill it then. 

and tell thy P~iencls. . . ." '!-lo\r7 about speaking u p  then. 

Neithei. illust the Christian youth 
forget that  lie has a very inlportant 
place to fill in the sphert. of the 
church in catechism ant1 society 
gatherings. 111 the not too distant 
future our societies \\-ill again com- 
mence. Are you going to "speali . up"? You a re  in the measure that 
you evaluate properly the spiritual 
things. These things become im- 
portant to you in the measure that  
you study and prepare yourself 
bel'orehand. Not all of us \\.ill take 
p ~ . t  even much, yet we should 

as is our calling? And don't for- 
get to listen also to \voi~thn.hile 
speech. This is  Inore often easier 
said than done. When the radio 
conveys foolish and \vorth-not11 i11g 
speech ancl song to us we have but 
to turn the dial o r  the contact 
switch if n-e find no better. This 
can ha rd l j~  be done when someone 
is speaking to you. yet, those 
speaking to us should be able to 
detect by our  interest in their 
\vords ~vhether  01. not their speak- 
efforts please us. 

strive to not let our Bible discus- So, Christian, Protestant Re- 
sions take place among a few in formed Youtll, speak up. Do so a t  
the societj-. Ant1 to speak is not the Convention, in your societies- 
rlifticult. You hare no trouble  h he revel. you are. But when you 
\vhatsoe\~er speaking about natural speak. be sure it 's worth listening 
special events that  happen. YOU to. I t  u.il] be when i t  is pattemcrl 
hhould hear the people spontan- aftel. the \Vord of God in Christ. 
eously speali of the slight eaiSth- 
+lake \ve esperienced last Satur- 
day evening. I t  was no effort a t  
dl. Ancl why? I t  \{.as unusual, 
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Convention Action or Inaction 
By 11115. L, lilt KGEL - Grand Itapids, 3lich. 

Once again it is .August, tlica con- 
vention month for  our .Protestant 
Refo~.rned young people. Our 
thoughts tu1.11 to tlie gay, hal~py 
times we shall have with our olcl 
and new friends, to the pleasant 
houi-s ive shall spend, singing the 
beloved psalms arid hymns, listen- 
ing to gaod Christian entertain- 
ment. and enjoying the company of 
fellow-Christians. It is well that 
11-e think on these things. for (;ocl's 
chiltlren are  not supposecl to yo 
around $\-it11 long faces. ant1 it is 
to  events like this that  we should 
look fortvard ivith joyful anticipa- 

These clecisions a re  to be used to 
ful.ther the cause and purpose of 
the Fede~.ation and are  for the good 
of our young people as  a T%-hole. 
)zany of them a re  to be applied 
during the conling fall and winter 
season, n7hen oui. societies once 
again meet. aild when there is 110 

opportunity to refer any of these 
important questions to si~cll a large 
1.epresentation of our churches. 
Jlatters of this nature are  not to  
be passed over lightly, as  if they 
must be hurriedly agi-eecl upoli. in 
orcler to get on with the less boring 
affairs such as  the festivities. 

tion. At our past conventio~~s,  this has  
-And yet. even a get-together like often been the case. A nlotion is 

our convention has its serious mom- made and seconded, and then it is 
ents. its monients fo r  deep tliought, 11assed with little or no tliscussion, 
and careful consideration. And it except by one or  two rlelegates- 
is  to one such occasion that 1 ~voulcl usually the same one or  two. Some- 
like to turn the attention especially times the delegates will vote on the 
of you 15-ho are  the delegates. measure without even realizing 

\\'hen the Protestatit Reformed what they a re  voting fol'. and Cer- 
Young People's Fecleration lioltls a t a i l l l ~  \vithout givitlg it any con- 
convention. it does so not only for sideration- 
the purpose of bringing o u ~ '  young At the coming convention, var- 
people together fo r  a few clays, but ious questions will arise, questions 
also in order to enact new decisions. .that a r t  vital a s  f a r  a s  the Federa- 
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B E A C O N  L I G H T S  

tioli is concoi.nccl. T11el.e are  pyob- more mass meeiillys during the 
Iems such as these: Sl~oulcl we re- comii~g year? 
vise the constitution of the Fcclera- The anst\-crs to these questions 
tion, and if so, how'? Should the \%-ill affect every one of us. Itave 
price of Eeacoti Lights be raised, we not the 1.ight then. to demand 
in view of the ~*ising costs of print- tha t  our delegates give a little more 
ing the niagazine'? Should we have thought to them'? 

i3y JIKS. A. I'OORTESGA - Lansing, I l l .  

Reading at1 ai*ticle i11 the Eeacon Lights a feu- nveeks back 
I discovei~ecl cvcl~-thing in i t .  but oiie thing it lacked : 
I could feel p~.ide, hatrcd, yes, even I-ejoicing. 
Sol.vo\iF, to be sure, they were not \-oicing. 

'Tis love they lack fo r  their brethren in the Lord, 
Thou shalt not hate, neither seek vengeance saith the \Vord of God; 
They boltlly si i j7  ant1 wmite ,  time and again, 
That FVC were the olles, that  went out from them. 

Foiegetting that  some tllcy put out. to others left no choice, 
.\ncl the11 they get together, and talk and rejoice; 
They pi.ol'css to bc people of God: 1 sure pray they are,  
But then to say boltliy, \ve a re  not one of them. is going a bit too far. 

Of course \vllen they mcet you and say ho\v do you do. 
You'cl sui.ely think they meant it all to be true:  
But I say if they loved us as  the Lord wants them to. 
They coulcln't talk and write a s  t h e -  always do. 

They say they were blessed by a minister, \rho lies we say, 
So if that's the case no wonder they a re  this \i7ay: 
No\%. that  lie is gone you \voulcl think they'd know better, 
Than to still believe him if not bj- word then by lettar. 

Now we ask of the Lord to guide us each day, 
That for  these brethen lye always mas- pray: 
Not speaking or boasting of ourselres or  each other, 
But thru our Lord Jesus Christ mas- love one another. 
And hoping and praying though thej- have us wronged, 
They may meet us in heaven among'st the great throng. 



B E A C O N  L I G H T S  

"Fel l~\ \~ship  in Christ"-that is thinlc shoulcl aid us in clarifying 
the theme of this - ea r ' s  Protestant our conception of our Young 
Reformed Young People's Conven- People's Convention. Said he, 
tlon. Fello\vship in itself is n sub- "Delegates from lIanhattan, Oska- 
ject \vhich is of special interest to loosa. I'ella. and from many of our 
youth. But this is  not enough. othel churches (lo not come to 
\ire a re  a particular type of young Grand Rapids to go to outings, 
people and thus the thememof our to go s\vinming. o r  to be amused. 
convention must also be of a parti- This they could do a t  home. They 
cular type. Therefore, \ve havc tlcsil-e to be edified. If their desire 
specified the meclium and the basis is not fulfilled o u ~ .  convention \\.ill 
of our fello~vship. Christ. As pour have been a failure." \\Tell said. 
representatives, the convention ~ ~ , ~ ~ d ~ ~ -  \\-ill be highlighted by 
committee has attempted to center tllc ~llspiratiollal 31ass lleeting. 
all the activities around the com- ;\t e\,e13. pre\.iol,s convelltion E ~ \ , .  
~ l e t e  theme. "Fello~\'shi~~' ' .  yes, 11. 1 Joe];senla has delivered the in- 
"Fello~vship in Christ". spil-ational address. \\re will miss 

So that  the latter portion of the his presence this year, but with joy 
theme may not be forgotten we do \ire recognize his speedy recoy- 
have not provided merely periods ery. \\'e hope that  if the Lord niay 
of entertainment of indist i~~ctive continue to give him strength, his 
~~ecreation.  On the cont~-a~.y.  our name Inay l'eappcar on the pro- 
aim has been the growth and eclifi- gram nest year, and that  he niay 
cation of Protestant Reformed fill that  place which has for  so long 
Youth in order that  we may been his alone. Xlthougl~ Rev. H. 
through communion ivith our God Dc \Irolf is really supposed to be 
be drawn closel. to Him. \\re feel vacationing, he has agreed to inter- 
that  our conventions should have a ~ w p t  his vacation to be with us a s  
spiritual tenoi-. Your committee our speaker a t  this opening meet- 
has tried to attain this. Its final ing. Every one is in\-ited to attend 
realization, ho\\-ever. still tlepe~lds this meeting which will be held in 
lipon you ! the li'uller Church auditorium Tues- 

\1'hile visiting one of the, toll- d a ~ r  clvening. An excellent ~ 1 . 0 -  

vention committee nleetings, M r .  E. fT1.a"' has beell ~rellal'ecl- 
J. Knott. President of the Federa- \\rednesday morning our business 
tion, made this remark which I meeting \{-ill be held. If all busi- 
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ness cannot bc take: card of a t  this 
time, the i.emaindcr \\.ill be con- 
side~.ecl Thursday moi-nii~g. Don't 
miss th!s meeting! Much import- 
ant business including the revision 
of the Fede~.ntion Constitution will 
be tl.eatec1. 

\I'eclnesc?a~- afternoon ancl even- 
ing \\.ill bc s l~en t  a t  To\vnsend 
Park. See Con\~cntion schedule for 
fur the]  details. 

Thursday \vill be a big clay. At 
8 :00 A.M. pancakes will be served 
in the chul.cli basement. Breakfast 
will be follon~ed u ~ -  a business meet- 
ing if necessn1.y. S o r t ,  Rev. B. 
I<ok ivill intlvoduce tlic subject: 
"Fello\vship and ou~.  Entertain- 
ments", \\-l-hich will be supplement- 

ecl by a discussion of this very time- 
ly subject. 

The climax to the convention will 
bc. of course, the convention ban- 
quet \vhich \\-ill begin a t  (i :::O P.M. 
Thursday e\~ening in the church 
basement. Rev. L. Vermeer, our 
aftel.diilner speaker. has chosen the 
subject. "Fe!lo~vship and our 
Friencls". 

These, in brief, a re  the plans for 
our 7th Annual Convention. Like 
them? The committee is l00lii11g 
forivai.d to executing them. \Ve 
hope you are  looking forward to 
enjoying these Convention Days 
with us. and that  you niay really 
esperience "Fellotr-ship in Christ". 

You're In vite d 

Protestant Reformed 

Young Peoples 
Convention 

August 19-20-21 
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et 2Lhti~ilZ 

FiuiaF. . . 
Hy HI.:\*. R LfI?I.D.)IAN - Grand Rapids, Jlich. 

S o t  T o  The Flesh. I:n-::I no choicc, for  most cmphatic- 
:lily and unequivocally the apostle "Therefore. bl.ethrcn, \vc a1.e 

c1ebto1.s. not to the flesh, to live c iiminates the one. ivhen he says, 

after  the flesh. For if ye live aftel. '-\l.c a r e  debto1.s NOT to the flesh." 

the flesh. ye shall die." Roni. 8 :13, I hey felt the force of it. Original- 
ly, they, too, had lanown 110 other 1:3a. Once agnili I ~visll to base 
m:~ster, no other p~.inciplc, no other my  emar arks on these ~vords  of the 
s1:lndal.d than the flesh. Accord- apostle Faul, so cli~*ectly co~incctecl . 

wit11 our subject of Christian liy- 1ng1.v they had lived in constant 
sin, ~.eveli.~-, lascivious~icss, com- ing. Before we pl.oceecl. \\ . i l l  yon 
p l ~ t e  obedience to the lusts of the  read them once :lgain, cai-ef 11 l l y ancl 

I-rayei,fully? The ll*orcl of Cod it- Slcsh. No\\ they Irere indeed sav- 

self is so much more po\vel.ful and cd, justified by faith, bo1.n again, 
sanctified unto a new ancl holy life, effertive than anything man ma!. 

say about it. It  always IS. Re- 1.cceived into thc coveila~it of God. 
Nc~crtheless,  vestiges oi' that  form- member this. covenant f~.iencls, ant1 
el. sei.vitudc remained, left-x-ers read your Bible much. 
from that  pi3evious life after  the 

In our previous tliscussion we flesh. ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ ~ ~  paul spcalis as 
touchetl on these elements: Iknt  vrc lie tloes: al.e clebtors, to tlcu 
owe: 1r.h y we owe : what wc owe, 
namely. our entire lives: and, brief- 
ly, to ~r.hont we owe. We conclud- * x *  
ed by saying that  we arc debtors 
either to "the I'lcsh" 01- to ''the I4'rom all this i t  is nol difficult 
Spii-it". There a1.e no othel. alter- to see just what is our calling! a s  
natives. no other choice. Ethically Ch~.istians. From the fact tha t  
tt1el.e are  no other n1aste1-s, no "\ve a re  debtors. not to the flesh" 
othel. spil-itual p1.inciples, t h a l ~  follows ineso~.ably that "u+e are 
these two. t l ( ~ l ) t o ~ ~ s ,  not to  lil*e a f t r r  fh6e flesh." 

Sotice, however, that  even s:, c-e Segatively, therefore, Christian 
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li\.ing; is a living NOT AFTEI: and serve sin and the ivorlcl. The 
THE FLESII. all-determining question is: \i-hat 

\![hat tilis iml~lies is ~~c~atlily seen. 
"The flesh", the old sinful nature. 
the \+hole of man as  he stallds 
~nlcteit the i~~f luence ancl dominion 
of sin. "After" means : according 
to, it1 harmony with, according to 
the rule of, after  the pattern 01' 

standard of .  Jlan's "lifc" is man's 
existence. within and n ithout. It  
embraces all the activities of the 
heari and soul ancl mind ant1 will, 
man's thoughts ancl desires and 
motives and affections, his seeing 
and hearing ant1 spealiing and sing. 
ing, the whole of his existence in 
tile llolnc ailcl on thc street, in 
church and in catechism, a t  work 
and in school, any\r711ere, every- 
\vliere. always. 

-*Li:.irig after  the flesh" there- 
fol .~,  means that in this wliole of 
our esistence nre makc th'e sinful 
flcsh, the old man, our paltern and 
stanclard. That sinful flesh is all 
we .lire and labor for. Nothing 
else matters. The o11ly qucstion 
in life is: 11o\+- can we please the 
flesh, "the olcl ll~an". 14'rom morn- 
ing until night we have nothing 
else in mind. Ever~-thing, all our 

' tl~inliing ancl wjlling, all ~ L I I .  seeing 
and hearing ancl speaking and sing- 

\LS. our ing, all our likes. ancl dislil- . 
plans and aspirations, it1 fac t .  oul* 
entire. lives, from every point of 
yiew, evcn our church and cate- 
chetical life, cente1.s arou:lcI the 
'.'ola .-. . man", ioV,rself .as yay yrave 

- 

ia the pleasure o i  the flesh? Ilo\i- 
can we get the most out of tlzis 
life? "Living a i ter  the flesh" is 
quitc the same as  " m i n d i ~ ~ g  the 
things of the flesh", another p111.ase 
used in this salllc connection. The 
"things of the flesh" are  those 
things that  are  conceived and pro- 
ducetl by and for  the flesh alitl that 
for that reason appeal to the flesh. 
They inclucle, not only the things 
t!lat are  positively evil, but also 
the natural and earthly things in 
general, 1 ilie riches, pleasu lees. 
sports, money. clothing luxuries. 
cars. houses, jobs, looks, etc. "To 
mind" these things implies, that 
we set our entire hearts on them. 
that all our timc and attention is 
devoted to them, that  we seek and 
che~.ish them and find it impossible 
to interest ourselves in anytling 
else such a s  things spiritual and 
eternal. 

'That. my friends, is "living af- 
ter the flesh". That, says Paul, is 
1-c-ecisely what your obligatioli is 
no.'. 

And yet. that  is exactly what n-e 
do by nature: still do, even as  
e~~ilclren of Gocl. Yes. indeed, that 
is abunclant reason for the apostle 
to speak to us in this manner. 
Also in the church there is alto- 
&her too much of this "living af- 
ter the flesh". That applies to our 
young people, too. In fact, not one 
oi.us ~hould  imagine that  we should 
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B I ~ : r \ G O N  L I G H T S  

be escluded. Too often we live 
as though ure owed our lives to sin 
and the flesh, and as though tve 
were in this world f o ~  n o  other 
reason than to have a good time 
and seek the satisfaction of the 
flesh. In  our practical lives u-e 
too often make the flesh the norm 
of our living. Oh yes, if we have 
a little time or  money left, and ii' it 
cloes not interfere with our selfish, 
carnal interests, \ire may do some- 
thing for the kingdom of God too. 
We also go to catechism arid to 
cilurch oncc. 01. twice each Sunclay. 
Rut really, it's the flesh that con- 
cerns us. Entirely too much of our 
kirtle and effort is spent on the 
things of the flesh, thinking what 
the flesh wants us to think, going 
\i-here the flesh wants us to go, 
singing what the flesh wants us 
to sing, seeking t6e things of the 
earth, sport, amusement. clothes, 
cars, houses, etc. If only we would 
seeli the things of CJocl a s  we seek 

make of any of these things an end 
in itself, tve sin. And that  is pre- 
cisely what we do a great share of 
the time. 

And what aboui the spiritual 
* I  - .~llngs, the kingdom of God, the 
\Vord of God, reatling, church, 
Christian conversation, prayer? 
\Yell, they are  of secondary import- 
anccl. \Ye have no time for them, 
no desire, no money. We have no 
time to study our catechism lesson : 
no time to read edifying literature 
like the Standard Bearer and Bea- 
con Lights. We neetl oul* time for  
othc.1. things. \\'e can't afford them 
either. \Ire need our money for  
other things, cars, houses, clothes, 
and ts-e may add: spol-ts, bowling, 
smolccs, skating, basketball and 
football games, malted-milks, gas, 
oil, etc. Paul says: we may not 
live that way! \Ire are  debtors, 
NOT to lice a f t~ l -  the flesh. 

- 
those things. \fre arise in tlle The apostle adds a most earnest 

'lrith in  ,,.anling: “Par if ,ve live after the 
and heart: all the live-long day we flesh, ye shall rlie.,, 
pursue then1 more or  less: sirhen we 
retire a t  night they are  still with That is plain language. The re- 

us. Now these things are not wrong i~.~artl of such living is death, eter- 

in themselves. That is not tlle nal tlesolation. And remember, this 

trouble. a;?musements and sports is an inexorable law. It is not 

a s  such a re  not necessarily evil. t rue that we can live after  the flesh 

We may be mindful of our looks and be saved, rejoice in the hope of 
everlasting life, even though we 

and wearing apparel. LVe may are  called covenant children. But, 
possess and enjoy our hornes and you say, a of ~~d callnot die. 
cars. But, these a re  good orily as That's true, but they that truly 
means to an end. The moment we live after  the  flesh are  not children 
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of Gocl. The; latter a re  principally walk in this evil \yay and "live 
clelivcred from this bondage of aftel- the flesh", let us repent and 
corruption. Yet, even God's child- turn to the living God. 
Yen, in the ineusure they still make 
too nluch of this present world, 

Grand Itnpids S u b s c r i b ! : !  
will esperience in their conscious- 
ness the tl.ut11 of this inexorable Inasn~uch a i  \ire now have a new Asso- 
law : they that  live after  the flesh ciate Business Manager, pleaie send your 
SHALL DIE. Instcad of joy and subscl-iption dues to:  

blessed assul.ance, doubt and con- Miss Josie Lanting 
fusion if-ill be their spiritual es-  354 Dianlo~id ;\ve., S. E. 
perience. Grand Rapids, Jlkhigan. 

In as  far ,  therefol.e, a s  we still 

(; O I)' S H 0 L' S E 

By MRS. \V>I. I>OEZEI(lA - Grand Rapids, Jlich. 

Thy courts of worship I've entered today 
To give to Thy name a portion of praise, 
To take from Thy hand a measure of grace, 
To pray for  Thy guida~lce the length of my days. 

Thou gavest me comfort and shelter alone, 
Others cared not for  my life or  my lot, 
Thou didst feed me with bread which perisheth not, 
And hast shown me the way to heavenly home. 

Rly path was in darkness, my load hard to bear, 
My eyes Thou did'st lift to see Jesus, my God. 
Xly heart was drawn close to Thy beauty most fair,  
My feet moved in light where once blindness they trotl. 

0, dwelling of peace. 0 house of the Lord, 
May Thy holy Occupant always be mine, 
May I always in reverence to Him praise accord, 
Blay Thy courts stand secure thru the ages of time! 
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I 

Attention 
Young People! 

The follo\\ing program has been scheduled for  the Young People's Con- 
vention, to be held a t  Grand Rapids. on Tuesday. Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, -4ugust 19, 20, 21. 

Tlil.XI)AT - -4[.(;llST 19 

1:00 Registration and lodging assignment. 
6:00 Supper a t  places of lodging. 
P:00 'Inspirational l lass  meeting in Firat Church. 

\l'EDh ESL)AY - .I 1JC;lIST 20 

9:00 Rusiness meeting a t  church. 
11:OO Busses leave for  Tc~vnsend Park. 
12:OO Lunch. 

1 :00 Acti\,ities. 
G:30 Supper. 
i:45 Hymn Sing. 

10:OO Busses leave for Church. 

' ~ I I L ~ I ~ S l ~ ~ i Y  - -i IJGl-ST 21 

8:00 I'ancake breakfakt a t  church. 
Y:30 Husinezs meeting. 

1'2:OO Lunch a t  plnccs of lodging. 
6 3 0  Banquet at  First Church 

Li*t of Cxurchrs Planning 
To Be Represented are: 

First Church lialamazoo, Michigan 
Second Church Oak Lawn, lllinios 
Creston South Holland, Illinois 
Fourth Church Oskaloose, Tovia 
Holland, Michigan Yella, Iowa 
Hope. Michigan Elanhattan, Montana 
Hucl~onrille, Michigan 

L 
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Until a short ~vllile ago, the the church? Will they not present- 
Young People's Society of South ly fill the places of their fathers in 
Holland was lecl by the minister the seat of office-bearers? \\'ill 
of the church \{-I10 was and still perhaps some of them not be future 
is its president. l\ie could say ~ninisters of our churches? 
that as that 1eacle1.ship was, so was These questions prompted the 
the caliber of the meetings, and to president to suggest that  the young 
a cert;~iii estont also of the society. people be given an occasional turn 

This arrangement was nice so a t  presiding. So up from the 

lollg as pl.esident did his lvork ranks of those ~ 1 1 0  \$*ere being led, 

well, and the membe1.s needed the our young people are promoting 

guidance of a n101.e espe~~ienced themselves to the enviable position 

leader. of leaders. 
\\'e thought the idea was good 

But there uras something i\-mng to nlelltiol, alld pass to 
with this set-up that  became very othcl. societies. Xlld rest asst,,.cd 
evident as time went on. Thc that if the itlea is pressecl illto ac- 
pi*esiclent noticed that  his young it renlains llot only an idea, 
people weise clc~ielopi~ig mentally but it ! 
ancl spiritually. They began to f 

assert thenlselves. Thru debating 
and speeches and other agenda on 
the program, they began to speak 
more freely and give esp~.ession 
to their o11*11 Lhougl~ts. 'l'he presi- 
clent noticed that gradually his - G I ~ ~ S  - 

young people were becoming lead- FOR RE.4COS LIGHTS 
e1.s. 

And tvhy shoulcl this marked Talitha Society (Fuller -1ve.) ........ $25.00 

progress be impeded with the cut -adult Bible Class (Grand Haven) 5.00 
Young I'eople's Society (Redlands) 10.00 ancl dried policy that the minister 

s h ~ u l d  be president? iVhy should Sote:--Gigts and donations are appre- 
not especially the y o ~ ~ n g  nlen be ciated very niuch. Srnd yours to Miss 
given an opportunity to develop Winifred Dykelna, 351 Diamond Ave. S.E. 
still more in the a r t  of leadership? Grand Rapids 6. JIichigan. 
Are they not the futu1.e Icaclers of 

- 15 L 
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C H A R I O T E E R  
A Story of Old Egjpt in the Days of J o ~ r p h  

Ry GEli'I'It CIDE b;llEItLE 

Used by I'ermission of the Ekrdrna~~s '  Publ. Co. 

Grand Iiapids. hlichigan 

- 

".-\h, 't ip the vengeance of Ishiar," 

Egiba exclaimed. "He \\.as cut down 
by a bolt from the sky." The merchant- 

men nodded and jabbered. 

Raanah \\-as no less :imazed than the 
others. He had not tsuched the man. 

Me glanced about, but could see nothing 

unusu;~l. -4lthcuph armed, the sl:~ves 

were standing by p a ~ ~ i v e l y .  Itaanah 

- - - 

tlelight. hurling stones and sending the 

tiogs af te r  them to increase their speed. 

\Vhen he returned, elated and breath- 

IL'SS, the merchantnien were ..till laughing 
over the encounter and discussing the  

astounding interrention of Ishtar. After  
a night of feasting no one cared for  

i~reakfast ,  so the sla\,es broke camp, fo r  

it was desireable to get  away rluickly. 

looked a t  his hands, suspecting them of Although elated over his victory, a 

sonle n~esmeric po\rVer, then, by of puzzled esprersio~l lurked in Raanah's 

experiment, reached out toward the fall- eyes. He looked a t  his hands again, bu t  
en man. could see nothing unusual about them. 

But the Am~nonite  Ivas o~l ly  partially 1)rep in thought, he sauntered over to  

stunned. He had heard Eg-iba's remark Uruk. He glanced about furtively. S o  

about the vengeance of Ishtar. He, too, one was looking his way. He raised both 
believed in the chicanery of gods, so when hands and made a pass a t  Uruk. just as 
Raanah made a second pass a t  hi111 he he had done a t  the -4mmonit.e. The don- 

crouched back. Seeing his fear,  Iiaanah key flopped one long ear  a t  him, but paid 
pressed his advantage ancl made a fierce no further attention. Raanah made an- 

lunge a t  him. \Vith a frightened yell the other pass a t  him, a fiercer one, curling 
man rolled o\,er like a ball, then bounded his fingers and screlving up his face. 

to his feet and ran. The other herdsmen, Uruk switched his tail a couple of times 

cztching his panic, followed him. 'I'hey but ~ v a . ~  othen&e so stolidly unmoved 
could stand up to the bra\vn of any man, that he did not even blink an eye. 

but not against a tricky god. Then Accid-Adab called, and Raanah 
Raanah took af ter  them, whooping with \vns obliged to give up  his experiment, 

- 16 - 
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but a happy thought struck him. Koth- "Oh, but I do not doubt my gotldess. 

ing had happened to L'ruk I\ hen he tried even no\\.. T feel that  you \rere the instru- 

to befuddle him because the donkey had ment of her PO\\-er. Of course, I know 

not nienacetl him. Only when i t  \\-as that you a re  an excellent shot." Raanah 
neco.=sary t o  protect him \~*oultl Ishtar  added courteouslg, "but shots foul easily. 

exert her po\\.er. Satisfied with his rea- . h d  in such an emergency Ishtar's hand 

soning, he ran to  assist his master. must have guided your;." 

Soon the caravan began to stretch it- Josepl~ did not reply. It  \\-as such a 

self into the roadtvay, and Raanah ant1 splendid fai th  the Chaldean youth pro- 

Joseph etepped ahead of it  briskly. fessed. even though the object of tha t  

.'I missed you for a sl,ell... ~ < ~ , ; ~ ~ ~ h  said faith was a false god, and he must be 

c=ually. \vise in trying to \\,in this soul for  the 

"Yes." Joseph's \-oicr \!-as constrained. true religion. 

"but I was no1 f a r  a\\?ay." For  a time they trudged along in ,sil- 

'.Did you see the Ammonite w h e n 7  ence, each deep in thought. Then Raanah 

sprang a t  him ?" Raanah chuckled. chuckled. Joseph's confession had clear- 

Joseph looked embalvxssed. lC\.idently ed up  the mystery where Uruk \\,as con- 

something troubled him. "You must be- cerned. 

lieve me--I did not realize--." I l e  began 
-Although Joseph's muscles were hard- in such a faltctring way tha t  Raiinali s tar-  

etl in surprise. "Tiut I musl confess," ening to the trail. there were days when 

Joseph starnniered. "that i t  was I-not his troubles pressed heavily upon him. 

Ishtar-\\rho do\\-ned the Ahmonite ."  After the caravan passed Beersheba and 
snalitd out of the Jordan Valley. he left 

"You?" Haanah's laugh rang out heart- 
behind all that  was  dearest to him. That 

ily. " B u t . "  
night Itaanah \\.as aroused by a slight 

"You see." Joseph explained, reliereti 
sound. He put a hand in sympathy 011 

by Raanah's mirth, "when I sari- the 
Joseph's pallet and found it  empty. He 

herdsmen fuming for  a tussle: I ,  like you, 
raised hiriiself and looked about. Joseph 

\\.anted to help our party, but I knew- 
\\.as kneeling a short distance away with 

those burly me11 \\,err too heavy for you 
head bo\rred. 

or nie to handle in a fight. Thcre must 
be other v-ays to deal \\-ith them. so I Raanah partly arose, then fell back, 

made for  the rise I)y the ranll). where for Joseph raised his head. K n n ~ ~ a h  

I could both see \$-hat \\.as happening and knew that he was praying and caught his 

have room to whirl my sling." closing words. 

" I t  was n fine shot," R a n a h  tleclared, "Cherish and sustain nie by thy love 

~ ~ a n t l  i t  ju,* in the nick of tillle..- and grace, and be with me ah\-ays, 0 

Joseph looked grateful,  yet troubled. Lord God, and gi\.e comfort to m y  father's 

"I had not thought that  anyone A\-ould heart- Amen." 
credit Ishtar with the bolt." Raanah t u n e d  over quickly, so when 
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Joseph returned to his pallet, he \\~ould 

not know tha t  lie, too, had been awake. 

But several days later, Raanah's curios- 

i ty  got the better of him. "To ~ \ , h o n ~  do 
you pray'." he asked a s  they scuffcd 

along a dusty road. 

"To the Lord Gcd of niy father-:," Jo- 

seph replied simply. 

"110 y w ~  care to show me his intage?" 

"I \vould, but H e  has  no image." 

"No image-ht how do you know 

about Him if you cannot see Hini?" 

"I do not need to see Him, because I 
know Iiini in nly heart. Rut really. I 

do see Hini in the grass, in the trees, and 

in my own breath on a frosty morning. 
fo r  nty God is 1,ife. So for protection I 
pray Him to be with me al~vay.;. Be- 
sides." Joseph's eyes lighted. "I can hear 

His voice in my heart." 

"Why. i t  must i t  wonderful to have hiln 
ta lk to you." 

"It  is," Joseph agreed. 
"Does he always tell you what to do 

when you hi111 ?" 
"He tells rne always. whether I ask 

Him or not. Iiut sometinies. I an1 ashanl- 

ed to say, I do not listen to Him. You 

knoiv how tha t  is. When people a re  de- 

termined on a course, they till-11 deaf 
ea rs  to any voice that  sags 'IIO'. And 
usually they get  into trouble because of 

'.l-e.i, \\ithout the help of nip God, 

your. x\-ounds *.~ould never heal." 

"B'nl~n. I gliesa I have al\vays taken 

the healing for granted. I have never 

thought of it as  being a ~iliracle of some 
god." -4 thoughtful pucker deepened 

5 :-.:-:-3: Ilxir.zh'; eyes. 

C H . \ F D T F ; R  F O U R  

-4: the dragon crawled along from day  
to day, swaying with i ts  burdens and 

snarling over theni, the sunimer sun heat 
merciless!y upon it. Finally it  reached 

the B ~ o o k  of Egypt, a broad, f~ l l - f lo \ \~ ing  

ztreani fronl the Badietel Tin mou~itains, 

\\.llich marked the b ~ u n d a r y  between 

fruitful Caanan and the Wilderness of 

Shur. I t s  banks \\-ere shaded in s in~ple  

beauty by tamarisk and spreading cedar. 

As the company stretclicd along the 
river, the slaves chatterecl like magpies 

and argued over locations until Calah 

settled their dispute or culfed them into 

silence. Many dropped their cares and 
frocks on the bank and plunged into the  

stream, ducking and wallowing luxurious- 

ly. and with shouts of laughter splashing 
those who follotved them. 

their stubbornness." Raartah and Joseph laughed a t  their 

Does he  destm5- your enemies a s  Ishtar alltic. and \x*ould have likc~l to join them, 

destroys mine ?"  but something was brewing, for  the  mer- 

..Jly is terrible in His jidgnlents: chantnlen had dismounted to gaze intent- 

but He is  also full of co~npa*~s i~ ,n ,  a ~ i d  ly across the stream to the low hills 
He heals-mm o f  their hurts." and rocky wastes beyond. Kedar had 

"You mean that  your God heals rne just told them that  its prin~itive rugged- 

when T do no t  even pray to him?" riess was matched in spirit by the  fierce 
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desert non~ads who made it their str+>nx- 

hold. 
"You mean they are  robbers :'" Dahmru 

cried. 
"Ttideed," Egiba chaffed, wrinkling his 

bulbous nose. which \\,as redder than 
usual. ' RIost of Llle villians were chased 

out of Egypt, and non- in Shur they know 
no law but their o\v~i greed. They \rill 

steal the hide off your donkey a1111 the 
clothes off  you^. back if lhey catch you." 

Dah~nru's .,quinting eyes shove his dark 

beard hc!d the shiftiness of a scared 
animal. "Then i t  seenl: we need a coni- 

pany of foot solrliers to  p r o l ~ ~ c t  us." 

Raanah's impulsive laugh broke the 
tension, and they all joi11rr1 ill. 

*.Ho\\- do the cutla\vs carry out their 
attacks?" Ilungri asked. 

'-By surprise, if po..sible," .%raph rolun- 
teered. "They \ \ r i l l  seldor,> stallti to  fight. 

hut charge and yell like \\+ild men to 
sta~npede the pack animals. Then off go 

the profits of a year of trading." 

"Since we shall need a scout." Egiba's 
waggish eyes twinkled, "I nonlinate 

Dahn~ru." 

-1 smothered laugh flickered 03-er the 

group. Dahmur reddened through his 

desert tan. 

";Cry black boy. Shobal, could scout," 

Kihai-Del offered seriously. "He has 
a nimble mind ant1 linilmr legs." 

"KO!" .A glean1 tha t  struck suspicion 
in the others shot f rom Add-Atlab 's  

yello\v eyes, "Raanah will acout." 

"I t  is not fair  to thrust the lad into 

such danger," Isme-Dagan protested. "He 
has had no training like sonic of the older 
men. whereby to save himself." 

"Have you forgotten that he has Ish- 
tar  to protect him?" Kihai-Del \I-hispered 

with a sinister :nicked. 

Raanah did not hear this, and the love 

cf atlventure p u r r e d  h i ~ n  to speak in his 

on-n behalf. "I should like to outtliarch 
if 3 ou \t*r-i!l trust me." 

Joseph's brooding eyes darkened. He 

raised his voice so he  could be heard by 
all. "Then I shall go out with you, 

Raanah." 
A babble of voice- arase. "So. Joseph. 

no!" Raanah cried sharply. 

-4ccid -4dab xo\vled. "You \\-ill stay 

until I bicl you go.'' Ex-idently he had 

not forgotten the t \ \ -~n ty  pieces of silver 
he had paid fo r  this slave. 

"Severtheless." Joseph answered re- 

spectfully enouah, though braving his 
~ i a s t e r s  di.=pleasure. "if Raanah out- 
ti~arches. I shall go ~ v i t h  hitll." 

At such f lagrant  revolt Aceid-Adab's 

irascibility exploded. He rai-ed his fist  

to strike Joseph. Raanah jumped be- 

~ C ~ P I I  :he)*:. 

' Oon't 2:e a fool, Adab," isme-Ilagan 
tsught  his arm. "the lad's do you no 

llarnl. Their ~ p i r i t  is \\.orthy of their 
hrr;-tding." 'I 

-kcid-Xdab's face grew apoplectic. He 
had come dangerously close to striking 

Eaanah. "Faugh!" He spat  disgustedly 
2; f~nding  himself so brazenly out\vitted, 

:hen strode off in ruffled dignity. 

\ hearty laugh fro111 Egiba cleared the 
iLt!?iosphere. "Huh. the scala\\-ags have 
the i~  niaster broke to harness already. 

Such a bold charge, .-\dab, deserves a 

braver retreat." he called a f te r  him tanta- 
lizingly. 
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With the  matter settled. Raana i~  and 
.Toqeph set out to recluisition Calal-I for 
their long bo\vs and two full quivers of 

arrows. They made a careful selection 
and carried their n-eapons orer  to their 
sleeping place beside the melt'.. tent. 
They s.it on the ground chatting com- 
pan :rrably, and Joseph became fired by 
Raanah's enthusiasnl. 

Before darkness fell they had restrung 
thr ir  bows with net\. ox-gut strings and 

feathered both packages of arrows, be- 
side; repairing some leather guartls for 
their wrists and fingers. 

As they f i r ~ i ~ h e d ,  Raanah gave a happy 
s:gh. .'I hope one of us  \\.ill nip the 

oltl robber chief hin~self." He I-cached 
for  bow. swung it before him. and takirg 
the stance that  Zerah had taught him. 
sighted it. "Ha! See that! I put a 
shaft right through his dastardly heart." 

"You only spotted his ghost." Joseph 

\yarned. "Wait till the freebooter hirn- 
self charge? you. then see how true your 

Calah. he returned SIC\\-ly, delighted with 
the beauty of the night. He paused f o r  

a moment by the ford, watching the water  
ripple o re r  the stones. then knelt on the 
grassy bank and cupped his hands to 
drink. As he arose. a shado\vy form 
glided tow~ard him. I t  \\.as Bashia. She 
had heard his whistle a he passed and 
slipped out of the \\.omen's tent to meet 
him. His heart  fluttered at the sight of 

her. 

"You a r e  a very reckless young man." 
she greeted him with mock censure. 
"You h a r e  kept me  in a dither over your 
safety ever since I have Iino\\-n you. 
'I'otiiorro\\~ you a re  stepping out into a 
net\. danger, and I cannot sleep for think- 
ing about it," she admitted frankly. 

Hi3 eyes s~vept  over her admiringlj.. 
Therc \\.as so inn& that was charming 
about Bashia, and he was iinmensely 
pleazed over her concern for him. "But 
my recklessness may save the cararan. 
Surely. you ~vould not hare me-." 

ainl nil1 be." She gave a ~l ight!y impatient gesture. 
"That \\-ill niake no difference," Iiaanah ,.you are like a small boy... accused, 

assured him with a smile. "Rut I must v,vho. through curiosity, ,\.alks heedlessly 
find Calah. I need some straps for 1 1 1 ~  i l l t o  danger. once I relllelnber, sou de- 
quirer." fied a rabid dog-." Now he  kne\r. she 

"-4nd I shall go t o  sleep," Joseph \\-am- \v;,, teasing him, though a note of earn- 
ed, lying back on his pallet. estness still shaded her voice. 

By that  time most of the canlp had '<And savctl you frotll the brute," he 
follo\\-ed Joseph's example. Stillne=s il?terpo:ed brazenly. ".knd another t ime 

reigned fscept  fo r  the distant piping of \\.hen you claimed to have \vorried about 
Shobal's flute and the gurgle of the me, I was only bringing you honey." 
river. The moon hat1 spread a sheen of 'rhey both laughed. Then hEs mood 
silver over the desert, but the shado\\?s changed. IIe stepped closer and looked 
under the trees had deepened. down a t  her seriously. "Before I go out  

Raanah whistled softly a s  he swung this time, Bashia. I ~\,ould ask a favor." 

along. After getting the s t raps from She gave him a startled glance. His 
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rnanner \\,as so different from his usual carlied a ring of gladness that left her 
nonchalance. trcmhling. She searched his face with 

seeing her agitation. he greltr holder. a puzz!ed look. "1-1 think I hear Iny 

Fie caught hel, nhoulders and turned her amall calling," she stammered, and fled. 

so that the moon's rays fell full upon Raanah stared a f te r  her, musing over 
hsr face. She salt. the fire le:lp into h i s  the strange deportment of \\.omen. Iiut 
eye: and grew with conipelling force. just thinking about Hashia made him feel 
His Iiiannc>r becntiie delnantling. "Ba,hia' , g-od. l i e  \\-anted lo  sing. but dared not. 
he anncunced. '.I an1 going to ki-s you." When he reached hi= pallet. wide-eyed 

no,sp ;he gasped. putting u p  a a~:d stimulated, he found Jcseph asleep. 

protesting hand. The nest  morning, when Calah gave 
But  \\-ith nlasculine dekmlination he c ~ n i l ~ i a n d  for  the caravan to slving into 

drew her fimlly to llinl. ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~ h  the the rcadtray, its aspect v:as distincutly 

ilght folda of her dress, he could feel her militalii. The sla\-es were bristling with 

trenlble, hut  she no furthel- protest. 11-capon-, and its fore and side runners 

She \\.as full of life and \varllltll, in \%-ere reads to   out ahead. 

this throbtbing night her nearnrss IVZIS a Raanah and .Joseph \\-ere cautioned to 
thin.: :o ~ t i r  the lieart. keep a sharp outlook about them and not 

k'outn i,s aln.ay, a little illad \<.hen the to advance beyond the sight of 

xoon is round. Their lipa met. s h e  U.ho. \%-bile he also traveled ahead. ~vould 
~~ic le t l  her head on his shoulder \,,hite his " t " ~  within sight of the caravan to keep 

22 lrl; tightened around her, The night lines of ~olll~nunication Open. 

grew very still, a thousarid s tars  peep- The youths stepped fonvard briskly in 

ed cio\~li upon them. Shobal's flute \\.ail- the invigorating air. Their eyes w r e  
e? a t!ity, and the crunch of cheivirrg snappy and searching. They carried their 
raliizls \?as zutlihle. but wrappetl in the bo\\+s ready in hand. Their quiver; were 
ecatzry of a fir.-t kiss they did not hear packed with steel-pointed arrou-s, and the 
zh-111. scrips orel. their left shoulders \\,ere filled 

I'rt..;+nily her drooping !ips fluttered. \\-ith smooth stones. just the size for  their 

tihe 11 ~thrlrets Tram his embrace with soft sling>. They h:id left the dogs behind 

rr!uct;pce, and tIley i n  slight " ~ d  in the excitement of the adventure 

er Lnrraszment. ..You will llot soon for- .spok? only in lo\\. voices. When they 
ket Ir:e I,~\ \- , . , ' '  Itaanah essayed half-ks- had gained some dirtance over Calah, 

:1lgiY, though his voice \yas quite Ihey left the road. arid clinibing a hill. 
5te:itiy. sc3:inc-d the country eagerly. They were 

Bashia ~~i i su~~cie rs tood  his nleanirig and hoping rather than fearing that  some- 

grasped his slee\ye. -uaallah," she cried, where beyond the rocks and hills a band 

sayou  mill come back! you will. . . .+' of f i r rc l  riiiders awaited the caravan. 

-4 sob checked her. i lut hours of tramping- passed with 
"Surely!" he boasted. and his voice no sign of raideri in ambush. Then sorlie 
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distance ahead, a vulture arose from a 
l ~ e n p  of carrion. flapping i;s black wings 
a s  it  soared skyward. Impulsi\-ely Raanah 

raised his bow and drilled its body. It 
nlis a beautiful shot. But before the 
bird had struck the earth. both lads real- 
ized the miztake and dropped to the 
ground. After a ~econd ,  they cautiously 
raised their heads. 

"Scc tkn:!" Joseph pointed t - )  t \v;~ Inen 

or; c'sc.3 r h o  \\-ere galloping to\vard a 
range of hills. Evidently it had been 
ti:eir approach that  had disturbed the 
bird. '.They cannot be tra\.eIers ', .Iosepll 
v-hispered, "or they \vould stick to the 
roecl. They niu;t have seen the vulture 
iai:. F'erhayr they a r e  scouts ant1 are 

yal!eping of i  to appraise their band of 
mi. s ~ p l  oach." 

Raanah felt too contrite for sl~eerh. 

They signalled to Calah. I t  was growing 
late, and he beckoned them in. But when 
Calah reported the inysteriouq riflers he 
failed to mention the rulture. 

t u  r e ~ t .  They \\'auld press on again SOOII, 

but their stiffened muscles bothered them 
and their breath \\,as short from climb- 
ing the hill. 

For  a nion~ent  they lay cxhaustetl. 
Then Itaanah r a i d  his cautiously. The 

next instant he clutched Joseph's arm 
with a low "P-s-s-s-t," and pointed to 
the ba.-e of the hill below them. 

There a lone rider waited, hidden f r o m ,  
the roadway. Evidently he had been 

scouting ahead for  his party, fo r  they 
\\-ere riding ton-art1 hini not more than 
five hundred yards behind. .All were 

heavily anned. and a t  their head rode the 
t\\?o men \\'horn Rannah and J o ~ e p h  had 
seen the day before. 

'I'he boys had made no sountl, but the 
lone rider was alert. Tiefore they could 
duck, he glanced up and saw them. \Vith 
a fiendish yell t o  appraise his follo\verc 
that  their ambush had been di;.co\.ered, 
he urged his niount up the hill toward the 
bsys. I t s  steepness gave them a good 

-4t the waking signal. the t\vn young start a s  they sprang to their feet  and slid 

scouts arose sleepily the nest  morning. down on their sides amid loose sand and 

They \\?ere stiff and sore frcml having rolling stones. There \\.:IS no need now- 

trareled many more miles than the cara- for  secrecy. They yelled to Calah. H e  
van the day before. The wind \\-.as chiily. pauled only long enough to \\-are both 

They shivered and a t e  their breakfast arliis in  answer, then ran honvling back 

hurriedl)'. :o the caravan \vith a speed tha t  n-ould 

-as they took the lead. Kaanrth \\.as un- have dzne credit to a younger man. 

able t o  command the  thrill that  xuuting The  lone rider soon reached the crest 

had imparted the day before. W h ~ n  they of the hill and came crashing clo\\-n a f te r  

had gained some distance over the cara- the boys. They could tell by the sounds 

van Calah told them to push ahead, a~ltl that he  was gaining on them. They 
they quickened their stride in silence. knew they could not outrun his n~ount .  

The sun poured it;  burning rays do\vn but they wished to reach a more level 

upon them lvhen they reached the s lm-  stretch of ground before taking a stand 

nlit of a hill and thre\r. themselves down again* him. 
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Such open cc~untry afforded no proiec-  shoulder^ T+P saher clattered to the 
tion. But if they cou!d dispose of this ground, and \\-it11 a lie\\-l of rage and pain 

man quickly, they might be able to reach the man tumbled after it, apparently 
the caral-an before the band of rutthroats dazed. 

could t rap  them. So\v and then an arrow Follo\,.ing the habit of (iesert fighters 
\vhizzed past them, but. thought Raanah, to prevent their steeds from galloping 
Ishtar must have parried the shafts,  for  off if shoultl di~l,lounled. 
hi3 lurk held good for  both of them. he had tied the rein;- to  his \ \ ~ i s t .  As he 

When the raider reached the base of fell, the little horse plunged and tugged. 

the hill he g:~ined on them so rapidly they hut was unablr to free himself. 

dared no longer ignore him. Besides ~~~~~~h dashed fortyard, cut the reins, - 
the,\. \'ere badly \'-inded. -1- they turned \\-rapped them around hii o\yn hands, apd  
to face him. Ilaanah ga\?r a gasp of sur- held on determill,.dly to thl, l.earing, ex- 
prise. The fellolt- \\-a.- no different from cited He so intelld on Recur 
the usual dir:y. bronzed. desert ranger, ing this prize that he failed ta notice the 
savage and cruel in combat: hoivever he n,zn had st12,tclled u p  his 
x a s  astride. not a mincing ass, but a saber, and n-aT rrerpillg upon lli ,>,. A 
horse. Raanah could scarcely believe his fr:;m Joseph \Yarned hi,,,. 
eye-. I t  was a poor creature-lean. rangy 

Although \\-c~unded. the raider \\.as a 
ancl not rl~uch larger than a donkey, but 

seasnnecl f ighte~.. 'There was \\-ild pas- 
there was no mistaking i t  for  i t  had 

rion in his eyes, and his teeth gleamed 
small pointed ear-;. a straggling mane. 

white against his dark skin like the 
and a hairy tail. 

fang: of a ferocir~us animal. 
liaanah's eyes glistened. He was de- both hands holding on to the 

to hz\'e that --\I1 fear plunging horss, [laanah \\.as defrnheless. 
for  himself and Joseph \\-as s\irept aside The ra12ge \\.as loo close for a bo,\,. so 
by his desire for the animal. No\v. Iahtar Jo-eph hurled a rock at the ,,lan~s should- 
save them while he battled for  it! Joseph er, the shaft of the arro\\. 
r;~iscd his bow. but Kaanah clutched his protruded. ,,,itll a tllud. ~h~ 
arln. "Hold! It's a horse-\ve must dropped the ,\,ith a cry and 
take it:" clutched his shoulder. Joseph grabbed 

Out of deference to Raanah's wishes the s\\.ord. 

Joseph held his shot. He would take no ~h~ raider stirred himself into a blind 
chances on \\.ounding the animal. race because two youths had tricked him. 

, Seeing they \\-ere only youths, the raid- He cr:~urhed brfore them, his cruel mouth 

er gelled fiendishly and drew his ~ x ~ o r d  open: his rapacious, hairy face tightened 

t o  cut them do\m a s  he rode p a d  then,. with hatred. nra\ving a long dirk from 

liut with an audacity that  compelled suc- his belt. he matlr a lunge a t  Raanah. 

cess Raanah raised his bow and. aiming Joseph clravecl the air  between them 

high. pierced the raider t h r o u ~ h  the sharply, but missed the raider. Again 
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the nlali ciiargrti !)is ciefet~sele.;~ enemy, 
ftrr Raanait \~-r-o..i'ci t i ~ t  let go of the Iiolse. 
Joseph gre\v des1)t.rate. 'i'he s\\-or~l \\.as 
extreniely lieavy. I)u: he brought it d ~ n - n  

aaain ~vit!i all his might beti\-eai them. 
'I'lie raidt.1. \\-a- pot-ei-fui but slo\\,, and 
the blade ripped 1 : i ~  knee. His leg buckled 

under hi111, and he sprawled a t  Ra ;~~lah ' s  

feet. 
Zscited by the skirmish the horse rear- 

ed arid plunged, hut even with his hands 

wrapped ni th the reins h a l l a h  was n o t  
rntirely tiefenseles;. Refore th r  fello\t- 
could recover. with a n~ovenie~i t  allllOit a? 
quick as the flash of Ishtar's {cetns. 

itaanah kirked hini under t!?e chin. T:7 

L I G H T S  - 
11ian ga.:ped. cl-sed hi; ':y.:5. a:.: 13:: 

rigid a .  tnough dead. 
The ncx; instant a rising \\.a\-e of a.;ut:d 

caP?e over the  hill. Tht. scout. l.,okrd at 
each other with g rav ing  concern. \':auld 
the barltf of Shur outla\vs s\\-ing a r u x ~ c i  
the road, ur scale the hill af ter  theni?  

They glued their eyes to its crest and lis- 

tened. Rut their good fortune held. A 
I:lonirnt lacer it n-as evident that  the 

pr4atot.y band had lrft their srout to  
dea! with the cara~-an's .>utmarchers. 
'I'j~e:; -.vert. af ter  booty, slid in their type 

of v:arf:?re n?usi srrike quickly. 

t To be c m t  i :~uxi)  




