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FROM THE PASTOR'S STUDY 

Quiet Trust 
REV. R. VELDMAN 

"Tntst in the. Lorti \rrith all thit~e heiut; and lean not unto tiline o\vn ~~nderstanding." 
Proverhs 3: 5 

"Anotlter r/cPtrr i s  tln tctiitig! 
Dear Fotltcr, I d  it be, 
In rcorkitlg or it1 tcuititlp. 
.4notl1er yeilr tcitli Thee! 
-411otlter !/eirr of kc~ttit~p 
ITporr. Tit!/ loring bretrsl, 
-4t1otltc.r !/tor of trrr.$-ti~tfi, 
Of yrtict, Itctpl~r~ rest." 

"Tn~st  in the Lord with ;tU thine I~eart." 
\Vllnt ;I beautiful grilcc! How littlr \vc. prac- 
tic(. it! I-Ion, rnucl~ \\rc. nrc.tl it illso with a 
\,it.\\? to the ycL;lr th;~t lirs i~liead! T-In\\* vital 

F . 1  our spirit~~al tr~c!ll-I,'i~lg, that \vr3 look 
.1\\;11y from o~~rs~lvtb.\ ;untl 1111 o~ i r  ur:tn-~n;ltle 
\upports ;ind pl;lcr ottr cot~fidrncr. stack our 
\trctlgth, our "c111ic.t. h;~ppy rest," in God 
illone. 

Sincr ortr prcviotts visit tr~gc*tltc-r isur 
\lic.\\,poi~~t has c41ii11g'tI consideriihly. 'l'o hc 
si~rc:, thr rc.:~lity 01' IiTc: Iriis not c11angc:tl. 
":\I1 tl~csr thil~gs shilll be tlissolvrtl." In 
f;~ct, that final tli.;sol~~tion of all prcsent 
thing\ is nearer no\\; than it \\;;IS thcn - hy 
n \\;liolt= 11no11tl1. Ilo\vever, our virwpoint is 
tliffc.rent. 

I)ccenil,er snokc. of tllr r-ntl, t l l c -  (and of 
; I I I  present Lili~~gs. r l ' l ~ ~ b ~ l  we were givc311 to 
sol~er, solemn reflc~ction on the way th;~t lay 
behincl. \\That a ycilr it was with all its 
joys aud sorrows, its births ancl deaths, mirth 
;uitl fears, laughter i~nd tears. Also, \\vlr;~t a 
sills tllere were to s1;~in eacli ~ ~ i ~ s s i ~ l g  1110- 

mct~t, to miu- r;li:l~ thought a r~d  wortl and 
Jccti. hdeed,  1960, lie\\; only a mclnory, 
gave. 1nuc11 food for canlest retrospcctiott. 

Janu;~ry speaks of a new beginning, in a 
and t11ougl1 re,&@ is still the same 

ur vie\vpoint is difiorcnt. \Ve are stailding FSC' 
011 the threshold of 11 Ilear year with :tll it 
has ill store for us, and as we tlo, we 

arc not given to rcminiscenct. ;I< ~nuch as t o  
prayctrfltl colisideration of the ~t~lchartrd 
n ~ a d  that lies ahead. \\'here are wc goi~~g? 
\\'h;~t \\.ill I\V esperiencr as individuals, fanl- 
ilies, ch~~rclles? How sh;~ll we embark on 
this IIC\V phase of lift.'s journey? \\.'hirt 
must \vc. (103 

Christiitn friends, \\rho can give better 
;td\ice tlti111 our Heavenly Father Himself, 
\\-ho kno\\.s and does all tllings, \\%o kno\\fs 
tllr fi~htrc. as well as the. pilst hecause the. 
one as \\,ell ;is tlie other is orlly the ~tl~fnltl- 
itig of I l i \  c.tc*n~al pllrlnlsc, \Vho is al>lc. to 
pro\idr. I~cc;ir~ge He nlonc. \\,arks all tllit~gs 
according to the c711tnbc*l of His S O V C K C ~ ~ I I  

d? .And \\;here does our Father give hct- 
ter cwt~nsel than in these \vords of Solornon, 
"Tn~st ~ J I  the Lnrd uith ;111 thine heart; and 
Ira11 riot rtnto thine o\\n ~tntlerskintling." 

\\'c tlo need sollie one otl whonl we 11l:ly 
lean. ho\r.c.vcr r ~ ~ p g e d  the road and dark the 
night nl;ty he; some onc. \vllo really knows 
the \vny ; ~ n d  is strong to direct ouc paths. 
\Ve are so ignorant and iusufficient, such 
helpless I,i~l)cs-in-the-\\-ootls. 

The yv;ir 1961 is dark it1 more than onc 
resp~.ct. It is dark in the sense that it is so 
mystrrious. so completely secrct. \17e know 
nothing of \rIiat lies al~entl. llefore our eyes 
hangs ;li t  iron curtain, so i~ilpe~~etrahle Uint 
even our very nest step tnust be taken in 
conlplctc. tlnrknrss. As long ;IS we are 11cre 
\re nlwt go on; there's notlling \ve c ~ u ~  do 
a h o ~ ~ t  that. " T h e ,  like all ever-rolling 
stream, Beitrs all its s o ~ u  ;l\vay." Still, 
don't kno\r. where. Colr~ltless questions, 
therefore, tnay arise in our hei~rts and minds 
\vith respect to ourselves and our loved ones, 
our c l i~~rch  and nation nntl thr world ill g1.11- 
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eral. To all of them tht-re is only ortc. 
ansuTer: \\re don't know. 

The yc=r 1961 is c1;trk in still  nothe her 
sense. I need not tell you that. On' ru~~st  
he estrcrnely stupid not to sense the seriot~s- 
ness of the times \\,herein \ve are living to- 
(hy. Tnie, \rfe cannot ki~o\v in detail what 
lies ahead. Yet, it is not so, h a t  \\lc knc~w 
nothing about the future. Scripture ancl es- 
perience both tell us, that the f ~ ~ t u r e  is orni- 
nous and for the flesh it prornises littlc tli;~: 
is good. That \\-as so for men of every nee. 
"The days of our ~ e a ~ x , "  says Ps~inl  90, "are 
threescore and ten; and if by reason of 
strength they he fourscore years, ).ct is their 
strcngth lahor and sorro\v; for it is soon V I I I  

off, ;tnd \ve fly away." There is yollr an- 
stver. L d ~ o r  :mrl \orro\v, sickness ;und pain, 
death and tears, all these and Inore a\\mit 
its in t l ~ e  future. 'I'hat ilpplies p;~rticr~l:~rly 
to our clay. Besides IIfe's usual cluota of 
misery and grief. there is so m ~ ~ c l i  totli~y to 
fill the heart with fcar and apprehension. 
The po\vers of the \\.orld ore still eyei11.g 
one i~notller with hatred and clistrtlst. It's 
likr living in the very crater of a vol~trlo, 
that i\ rri~cly to empt an\- moment. \Vill 
thcrr 1x3 war in the near fuh~rr? If so, 
\\,here, \\-hen, hot\?? ;\nd \\.hiit :tbr,u t all 11 11. 

other calal~~ities I)rcdictetl in the Book of 
Revelation? If and \r~hen all thrse ~hinrrs 
conle upon us, \\-hat will \ve he able to tlo 
about them? 

Hence. our constant need of oue in nhoni 
we can place our conficlenct, and wlio is 
miphb- to control all things. 

''Trust in the Lord with all thine Iicart." 
\\'hat cloes this lnean? What does orie clo 

\vho heeds this aclmonition? 
It means. on the one h i d .  that \ve clo 1101 

lean on our own ~~nderstanding. Hotv prone 
we sinful, obstinate, proud creatures are to 
do just this. -be wr-r not +rang and ~ i c l ~ ?  
lire we not the masters of our O\VII f:~tc:? 
ifre have the horses ant1 thc chi~riots, thr 
resources and \vealth, the kno\rledpe .~ntl 
wisdom, the prestige and the greatness. and 
these \\.ill see us through, come whilt m.ly. 
They altvays have and they will in t l~e  
future. 

Ho\v evil .and utterly detestable for thc 
creature &us to exalt liinisclf itbove [lie 
Lord of all! 

.klso, hou- foolish! hlere man will control 

the \rrholi= clrc.adfi~l, tremc.nrlous future! \f7e 
~~rortnk shall lift ourselves by our on-n boot- 
str:ips out of the inire ~vhcrein we arcL sink 
ing away! .4s thr s p c ~ k  of d u ~ t  that waul? 
maintain itself overagainst thr rl~ging hur- 
ricane that is sweeping it along, so \re 
\r.ould 111ilintain ourselves, \vv, creatures 
of time, \vIlose Irenth is in orir nostrils. How 
can such haughty self-reliance le;~d to any- 
t h i ~ ~ g  but clisillusionn~ent ancl everlasting 
rlespair? God is not mocked! 

To ~rrrst in the Lord means, that we cast 
oursrlves upon Hini nith all we are and 
poss.~ss, lea11 mtirely on IIirl~. It implies 
~11;1t \re look a\\.ay from all t l ~ ; ~ t  is of self 
i~nd the c r r ~ ~ t i ~ r e ,  phce a11 our hope in Him 
iilone, colnrnit our entire \\-ily Lo Him. let 
God do all o ~ ~ r  ivorr~i t~g for us, live I)y h e  
day ilnd let the iUniighty titke cnrr of to- 
morro\\l. Tnlsting in the Lortl mrans tliat 
\ve lit?o\v itnd ocknonledgtr I I~I I I .  not in 
some, I;~tt in all our \i.l?;s, and tliat \rre say 
with it11 o;ir hearts: 

" J l y  sot11 in silertcc tcciit.5 \or God, 
I\/!/ Sacior He 110s l)rc>cerl; 
IIc. olll!~ is nly rock tlrlcl ~ O L L C V ;  

1 1tel;rr shun lie niocetl. 
-\I!/ Ilonor is secure tcitll God, 
J l ! l  Sucior H e  is ~ I I O I L ~ I :  

-4 

J l y  refuge and nty rock of ~ ~ ~ . ~ n e i l r ,  
.Are focrnd in God ulor~c." 

"'l'rt~st in thr. Lorcl." His is ill1 donlinion 
over all things. Fie has cletern~ined all 
things from eternity ;inti He alone n~les  
supreme over all that was ancl is and cvcr 
sll;~ll I)r. IIis is the kingdom ant1 the potver 
;mcl t l ~ e  gloq forevcr, and He loves you fro111 
everlasting \vitl~ all H i  heart. 

Shall \ve then put our m ~ s t  in Him done, 
young people? \\'ithont one reservation? 

Then we shall have nothing lo lear. He 
will not fail us. He \\.ill clirect otlr paths: 
m;~!ie illem right and straight. His is not 
only the end .and clestination, His are aho 
the \v;iys ant1 means, ant1 ;~l\v:tys the latter 
;ire I)erIectly adapted to the fomier. \\'e 
may not l ~ e  able to underslaocl all IIis 
ways; often they may seen1 foolisli and un- 
ncccssary. IIo\vevcr, by faith we apprehend 
\\.ha1 eye cannol see, that Got1 never once 
tlel,arts from the \vay of infinite \\risclont 
and love that leads to our eternal sidvatior- 

Trust, thcn, in the Lord with d yo111 
hearts. :md yours, Christian pilgrim, is the 
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unfaili~rg 111.o1nise: " W l i c ~ ~  tlrou passest 
thrtttgh tlrc. \\*ilt(srs, I \\rill I I ~ .  \\,it11 thee; 

F ~ r ~ d  througl~ the rivers, they shall I I O ~  ovrr- 
:on. thee: \vl~c.n thou \\*;llkest t l iro~~gll  the 

fire, thou sh;tlt not he hun~ei l ;  nc.it11t.r shall 
the fl;~nie k i~~ t l l e  upnn thee." l ' l ~ c  following 
lines \vc ktio\v so \\*ell. Ho\v irl~ol~t living 
them? 

"TII!~ ~)rotector is the  Lord, 
Shc~clc for thcc Hc rcill c~fortl; 
S~4tI ter  strn rm nlootl slroll .srr~it(~, 
Got/ sltull gtrartl by day or r~ij$t. 
He rcill Lwer keep thy socrl: 
\l'lrnt tcocrld hcltrrtn H e  triN control; 
In  the Iionrc a11d by the rcn!/ 
Nc ccill keep thee clay 11y dtltr!~." 

ATTITUDE PROBLEM 

Therc. is :LII old but oft rc-pc*;~tc~tl s;tyi~rg 
which gors so~nr t l~inj i  like this: Actions 
s p e d  lol~clcr thitn \vords. No on(. kno\vs 
\vht.ther the f r ; ~ ~ ~ ~ c r  of this ~~nt l \ t inc  renlark . .. 
either conscio~lsly or uncor~sciollsly Irad the 
Holy Script~~rvs in ~nincl, 1,rit t l~is ~ ~ ~ a k e s  lit- 
tle diffcrc~icc.. Icli~nrdiatctly \\-cs rc.cocni7x: 
that Olere! is ;I slriking si~llililrity II(,I\\,L*CI~ i t  

m n t l  whitt C11ris1 Jcnsus once s;~itl. "Not cvery- 
' 

, ~ n e  that scrit11 11rtto Ine, 'L(~rtl, L.ortl,' slliill 
entc-r illto tl~c.  kingtlom of l i c ; ~ v [ ~ ~ ~ ;  11ut he  
that tloc~tlr t l ~ c  \\rill of my F;ltl~cr, which is 
in heavrr~." Co~isequently the pron~ine~rce 
of ollr tlrc.tls, oltr ac t io~~s ,  is not tl~.nic.d by 
unyorle. 

Still, the \vIlolc. m;ln is threes: t l lo~~ght ,  
\v~rcls i i ~ ~ t l  tIc!(-(l: itnd that ~ ~ ~ ~ d ( , l i i i t l ~ l y  SO! 

\\-I. tllink, wc. slx!i~k ;~nt l  (lo. 
-rht. clttc-slic~~~ is: what has I I I ~ I I ~ ' S  i l t t i t~~dc 

to do wit11 I I ~ I I I  as a thinking, spc . ;~ki~~g and 
doing crei~tl~rc.? The inquiry is not a simple 
one. Yet we. \\.ol~ld venture it n<ply: our 
attitude is tht. i~t~iiosplirrc of ollr actions. tllr 
clili~otc., so to speak. of our rlec.tls. It ilffects 
\?cry II I I ICI I  c.vrrything that \vr do. Very e\i-  
drntly o l ~ r  ; ~ t l i h ~ d r  gives 1;1st(. Lo our 
tlrougl~ts, tl;~\~ors O L I C  \\v~rcls, colors all of our 
rlcr:ds. In slrort, no thouglit, \vortl or deed 
ever stantls 1111rlc.sclt1c; they rkppc!:u. in the 
clothing of our itttitndc-. So it st;~tlds to 
reason that our attitude is vitiillv i~r~~)ort:rnt. . - 
\\-ortl~y of c~;umination and concc.rn. 

Ever since ollr lad iincl lass tli~ys the 
n o u g l ~ t  as sl~clr has been grooved into our 
' conscio~is~~ess. Father and hlotli(:r 11ttc.red 

it in tlre quiet of our l l ~ n ~ ~ l , l c  I~omc:. The 

friendly i ~ ~ s t r ~ ~ c t o r  in qammar  s'l~crol talked 
rnuch of it: I~csidrs, that report citrtl i s s ~ ~ e d  
e v e n  six \\,cc.ks -\yell thcrr it \\.as cvc-ry 
time, just b lo \ \ .  the \\*ord effort. . . al~ove 
the \\;ortl co~~c l~ lc t .  StiU later \vc found 
even-onc- ill iir~thority. fmnl parent to 
prr ;~cl~er ,  prc-;lcl~in:: on that ol~c- word (o r  
didn't tlie!~?). \VI>y all the concern? Siml~ly 
I~ecause. ;In i~nproper ;tttih~tlc is sill, a 
v c q ,  vtbry I)ig sin! Simply becattsc! ;I proper 
a t t ih~t l r  is gootl, it vc-n \~~onclt.rf~tl ft%;ttl~re of 
the Christian. The \\,holesome ;ittitr~dc. is 
constn~ctivc. \\.liile the ugly ;tttitutlc is de- 
strttcti\,c., III;I~C..; or breaks the honrC, clcarlses 
or n ~ r r ~ ~ p t s  t l ~ c  church, thr cli~ssroom or 
shop. .411d 111e., why 1 all) rt~sgonsil~le for 
one, rrry o\\.li. 

I~~tc.r(~st itlgly c~n011gl1, it \\?as J O I I ~ I ~  I I ; I I I  \vlio 
h>- targc.t pr;tcticr clisclosecl to Iluvicl the 
attitude of Iris f;~ther. Saul, wliilc David 
\\-as in hitling. Ollr attitude cannot l)c con- 
ceded; ot11c.r~ see it and appr;tisc it; i: is 
.;o \ - e n  rCvc;tlilig. 

Quite n;lt~~rillly we must hirvc: iun 11g1y 
attitude o\vr i~g; i i~ut  sin. The Ril)lc speaks 
of loatliirig it. All of ollr thorlgl~ts, wc~rtls 
ant1 clcctls ~ r n ~ s t  concluivel~-  provc3 wc. can- 
uot st;tntl [bvil. Temptatio~is n111st I,(! l ) ~ ~ s l ~ c t l  
;~siclc, r ln~odly  plc:~surcs must bc coldly 
p;~ssctl by, \vhich thines, \\-hen sect1 in our 
lives clearly portmy our m e  of the csprcs- 
sion, "Get t11c.c I~ rh ind  me, Satan." 

\\'ith our lot in life, h0wevc.r. tl~ings are 
fundamenti~lly different. Contentnle~~t shonld 
adom 11s ;IS it preciorls stone. Tlicrc is no 
rooln for grutlging and gm~nip i~~g ;  chins 
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sl~or~lcl never be dragging over the ground, 
faces should never Ile knotted up in a 
frotvn. To loathe the thought of the neest 
~noment of o w  life \vith its delicate and 
ever chatlbing progralll, is sin. Only the 
r l ~ ~ i c t  ;mtl conte~~trd spirit is \\~II-plc.i~sing 
to God. 01% yo~lng I)coplt:. Irt's h r  Chris- 
tian in our dispositio~i even tllough our tasks 
prove tedious, otlr residence rnforces re- 
\trictions, or \vhatc\,cr there mil)- IK. 

But have \\,r c.\Ii.r given it wrious thought 
that perhap5 there is more, mr~ch more, to 
rwr ;itti~~cic'.' Ho\r could \vc ever overlooL 
it! Other people must live with, t11;it is, pnt 
IIP \\-ith. otkr attitude. \\;a Il.~vr an attih~dc 
to them. 

-4ho11t these thing\ I have. cc-rtain fr'~rs. 
Sef-esnmination is in order and certainly 
our greatest nerd for tllc. clay. For instanct. 
a good question to ;isk or~rsclvr.s is: \vl~nl- is 
~ n y  nttih~dr to 111y neighl~or; thc pcoplr nc.\t 
door. the people I cncountt-r each day? How 
about people that attend other cht~rchc.\? 
From reports heiirtl, I ;Im inclincd to t l~inl  
I I I ~  (our) prehtigc. i.\ clcclini~ig. But criti- 
cihiil i~ usi~ally groundlrss, isn't it? No, not 
al\\,ays! One report on my tlesk tells nlcL wa 
arc. so indifferent. L111der this captior1 is 
foi~nd sr~clx striinge i~djc.ctivc.s as: colcl, cal- 
oused . . . . STOP, I've hrard enough! I nnl 
inclined to believe the reporter. Yet another 
report on ~ n y  desk indicates that \vr 
~ r o l ~ d ,  \\.luch is t~suall>- cletincd ;IS tllc* 
c*steeming of oneself better than others. 'I'llr 
atmosphere about us tells others that wc ztrc* 
al\vays right and nn-cr \\Tong. \.!'hat all 
evil attitude! This report I frar I~ears an 
element of tn~ th .  Finally tltc I I I ~ S ~  nl;lr111ing 

co1111nc.111 of ;ill point* out that our \i.orcis 
iire seldom savory but ger~erally sarcastic; 
thcsy ilrc. U c  sharp s\rortls and pirrcing (lag- 
gcrs. The reporter enmphasizes that we ca -- 
othcl-s \i.l~;rtc\-er we please, continnortsly 
cro\vni~~g others with criticism. 

11;1y 1 put these reports in the waste 
paper l~itsket and mark them as fillse accrlw- 
tio~ls? No, 1 think I \\-ill keep them in 
mind and compare myself \vith a hit of Holy 
Writ. Therc- I find that Pat11 \\?ould a y e e  
\\,iih John that \\,e shoulcl love not the \vorld 
nor h e  things of the \\~orlci, but lest \vc mis- 
inteq~ret this its ;I license to evil 11c llastens 
to rsplain, "lo\,c \vorkcth no ill to his neigh- 
Imr; therrforc. love is thr fulfilling of the 
law." Ron]. 13:lO. O t ~ r  Savior p i t  it beau- 
tif111ly \\,hen He said, "Do unto others as >-c 
\rrc111lt1 have. thc-n~ do unto you." This in- 
clucles my attitude. 

Thert* may he room h)r a nx~jor over- 
hauling. 

Sometimes I go to dreiiming i~nd it proves 
\\.orth tvhile. I f  only I could he like the 
;t~ecl Jacol~ \vho s p k r  so gently to Egypt'* 
t'l~:)raoh. Or therc: \=IS Joh, highly esteemed 
I,? all. 1 heard a nlartyr say, "Lny not t h i ~  
sin to their charge." Paid Incecl thc. mon;ircl 
of Home nnd Isrile1 with rcm;~rki~hlc po.rtur3 -? 
(except once \\-hen he resorted to name- 
c;~lling, remember? for \vl~ich he cl11ickly 
;tpologizecl) . 

Lrt u\ iis )rour~cl nlen and \\,onrrn pioneer 
.I I1ath for those that come after us. This 
\\.e can 0 1 x 1 ~  do by taking hold of this proh- 
lem in prayer: He mercifi~l, 0 Gotl, to me, 
a sinner. Tlicre \\.ill be fn~it .  

rev. a. mulder 

BOOKS 
We Wrote the Gospels - Jolin Calvin Rrid 

- Eerdmans Publishir~g Co. - 61 pp.-$3.00. 

This small. fasci~lating book prcst:~its tlic 
personal testimony of Ilatthew, lliirk, I,~rkct, 
ancl J o h ~ i  as to the origin ;lrrtl purpose of 
thc gospel narratives. Each tells his owr~ 
story, crnphasizes his o\vn viewpoint, il~rtl, 
anachronistically, applies his o\vn messnge 
to the "h century situation. For instilncc., 
\latihe\\, the missioniiry-n1intlrt1 \\,arlrs the 
reader tltat Jesus' promise, "Lo. I an1 \\.it11 

you all the clays," applies to you only "if 
yo11 ilre \vialking the pat11 of clutiful, grateful 
response to this His Great Cominission, 'Go 
. . .  lake disciples.' " 

Dr. Reid e\idrnces g c ; ~ t  L~ro\vlrdge of 
Net\? Tcst;tnicnt scholarsliip a~itl affords, in 
sirr~plr langi~agr and ingenious style, a 
\vct;~ltl~ of insight into the gosgel acco~u~ts. 
One may, ho\vcver, question Reicl's varue- 
ness \\hen Ile deals \\<th the n-riting o f  th 
gospel narratives. Statements such as "k 

nc\,car dreamecl, of course, whc.r~ I becan 
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tvritillg, that 111y 11oc1L wo~~l t l  Ix. c;~llcd a 
'(L;ospel,' revered ant1 rc~iitl t lo\v~~ thror~gh 
L11e crntt~ries (.\l;~rk)," l > l ~ ~ s  th(, fuct that 

p : c i c l  ~l~scribes at Icngtl~ tllc. goslx-l writers 
collecting matc.ri;~ls For thctir tvork, ncver 
me~~tioning that thc ;ultllors wcrc- i~lspirt-[I, 
lead one to believe that there urils IIO tlivine 
influence in the \\v-iting of Scril,t~~re. .ind 
one should question the Bil)lici~l so~~nthless 
of "Jolm's" vie\\. of faith (1). 59). "By faith 
yo11 citn lift yol~rself up ant1 I I D  1111til you are 
1)y the v e n  sitlc of Christ. '1'11~-11 by one 
tlefi~~itc nct of cor~~~~~i tmc.n t  ~ O I I  Iniiy bind 
yonr so111 to Ilis ~uitil . . . l lis lilt- Ilcxins to 
Ho\v illto you . . ." Ilcaicl s l~o~~lc l  rc~11lrmhcr 
th:~t IIC- \v11o s ~ ~ i ~ k s  i11 t l ~ *  I I ~ I I I I ~ .  01' t l ~ e  ~ILIOS- 
tle John i-4 tll~ty bo~~nt l  10 i~tl\,iu~ce Jolln'i 
though ts. d.e. 

Tall Against tlic Sky - Or\*illc. Stcggerda 
Zonden.an P~ll)lishing 1.Ic111sc. - 241 pp. - 

F T . 2 . 9 5 .  

\\ 'dt St01nii111 is ;I xirl's ~ I ~ C ~ ; I I I I .  Titll, 
Ilantl-4ome I~lo~ldness cc~rnl)i~~c,s with s111ootll 
potwr to make him tllc. ol~jc.ct oC three beall- 
t ifd girls' search fnr ;I ~n;u.ri;~gc> victirn. 
Tl~i.;, the young, ~ ~ a t ~ ~ r r - l o \ + i ~ ~ g  settler prop- 
erly resents. He is co~~cc.n~ccl \\.it11 tle\,elop- 
ing the settlenlrnt of (L;ri~~~tl Ili~pids, ne\vl>- 
fo~lrldetl on tlie 1,:inks of t l ~ c !  fisl~ ilntl h ~ r -  
fillcd Crantl River. 

The Grantl Hapids illc;t of tllc. LS30's colt- 
sists of unclearecl forest, l~c~ol)lc-tl by deter- 
i t  pioneers i t  I ~ I I  I I .  .&I- 
reatly, religion is an csscnlii~l part of the- 
community. The pl:~in f;~r~nc:rs o;~rncstly im- 
press upon their \\,iltlcrncss cl~iltlren that 
"If \see hinow that the I.ortl is clllr Shepherd 
:m' we t n ~ s t  hinl like shccp tlo their shep- 
hrrd, there ain't nothin' \vc ~~cc!tl to worry 
f bout." - h t l  \\'alt Stolrn;~~~,  I~i~\*ing suc- 
cunibrd to the charm of tIc.tn~~rc P r ~ w  Do- 
Ixy, is gently rebl~kcd by the prcacher for 
rebelling against the long s ~ ~ f l ~ r i n g  of his 
Indian-tortured wife: "llc hi~s His own 

C l u r p o s e  in this . . . If He! clocasn't ctlre Prue, 
tt's hecause not c ~ ~ r i n g  her \ \ - i l l  I)r best for 
yo11 and 11er." 

Tall Against t l ~ c  Sky is Christiar~ fiction 
\vllicll :itl~~~ir;~I)Iy i~voids ide~ltifyi~~p Chris- 
tianih wit11 I'r~~c~-tlihm \\.bile wea\.inp rug- 
ged action, crctliblc ronluncc, and paillless 
history into n novcl for all ages. 

tl. c. 

Star Eye - \ \ : i l l i i~~~l Scl~~nidt - Eertl~~li~ln 
Publishing C O I I I ~ > ~ I I I ~  - 3cP7 pp. - $;).so. 

Oldsters arcb l>rol~:~l,Iy ftln~iliar \\-it11 thiq 
novel. Tlie ;~cccl)t;~~~cc. it rccei\.ecl in Chris- 
tian circles on firht prrblication resr~ltecl ill 
its being recrntly rcpr~l)lislird in t\vo forms. 
Eerdmans' I ~ ~ ~ l ~ l i c i ~ t i n ~ l  of Star Eye is an 
exact copy of thc orig$lsl. 

The setting is ;I Gcnnan i~lmligfi~nt coln- 
mnnity during thr I~e\~olr~t ionan \\'ar. Lit- 
tle \Villic. Dicl~l, Star Eye, falls victim to 
tile kitorotts li;~rl Schlciclier and is I~anded 
over to the Intliii~ls. For over ten years Star 
Eye rernai~ls nu "l~~tlii~n." Since the Engiish 
lin\.e cmployetl Il~c. Indians in their fight 
against lhc A~~~t-ric;un coloniits, Star Eye 
~oi*\  O I I ~  t t ~  I~iittlt. Ili\ 0\\~1i kin. IYttcd 
againht thr \vhoopi~ig retlsLins stancl the 
sturdy Cer~n;trr\, let1 1)y Star be's  uncle, 
Trar~gott h'c4lt.r. The struggle between red 
and \\-hit(* rc-sol\pcs itself into a conflict 
\tithin Star Eyc'unincl; once he decides, 
the end is in sight. 
*i deeper t11c.m~ has the simple: but sin- 

cere, Cliristi:~~~ sctttlcrs holding fast their 
faith clcspitc thr I,;~rbaric persecutio~is of 
rum->ot~kcd Intli;l~ls i111tl the cn~eler mock- 
e n  of ~~~tr~~c.)~-lo\r in~(  \\'l~ites. Tlie Cod thiit 
Karl Scl~lc.icl~c*r tltwies. "Oh. I dol~l,t thc 
e.ustencc of ;I Got1 \\.l~o leaves sl~clr pious 
people as yo11 so misc.rably in the lurch. but 
lets such ;I \vickt-tl frlle~\\. ;+s I am fare so 
well." is tlie (:otl tlli~t keeps an outraqed 
Henr?. Diel~l from ;rvc.nging himself on Lul. 
.is his blncksniith's IiancLs tighten around 
Schleicher's throat, Diclrl rrc;llls his faith, 
"a a Christian 1 \\,ill let God avenge my 
inongs.'. 

Children :ultl tcbc:ns \\,ill tllrill to Star Eye 
till the last roar of Tr;lugott's rine fadcs into 
tl~r confession of n dying penitent. 

(I. c. 
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CRITIQUE 

PRO f€SfOUf*CO tUOLIC 

AGATHA LUBBERS 

Sotlung hits a r o ~ ~ s r d  more discussion clur- 
ing the past fen. months t l~an thci r~o~ni~ la -  
tion and election of Jol111 F. K e r l ~ ~ e d ~  as the 
k s t  Romitn Catholic presiderlt of thr U~~itc.rl 
States. The nloot cluestion toclay is \vhc.ther 
thr election of John F. Kr~lnrcly \\.ill initiate 
a filrther decline or an up~racling of d r ~ n c ~ -  

Carl F. H. Henry, editor - in -chief c ~ f  
Cl~r;.$-ti{~t~ity 'I'orlny, writes in the Novc.rnhcl 
21, 1960, issue that because Cl~rbrficr~~it!l 
Tod(~!y is ;i religious magaziric the spirituctl 
;tspect\- of the politiritl carnp:tign this year 
helcl speciirl interest bccausc of Scmator Ken- 
neciy's Roman Ci~tholicism, 'I'ir~~e magazine'$ 
editoriiil staff also rccopizctl thr ir~~llort;~~lcc 
of the Catholic-Protestant cIel~:lte. It 11:n 
c a ~ ~ g h t  to some extent the tenor and Hilvclr 
of this debate in the 17th Time covcr story 
by Douglas Auchinloss, 7'it11c,'.r religious 
\triter. .il~chinloss intervie\\-erl John Court- 
ne>- Slurray, professor of Theolog ;at \\'oc~tl- 
stock and member of die lesuit oruitni-li~tio~~, 
and the results of his intrrvic.\v in 
the Decernbc-r 12th issue of 'I'iltle. 

Carl F. H. H c n n  v-riting iu Cltri.~fi(~riitg 
Today makes a uniqne contril)ution to the 
understandins of this Protest;tnt-Catllolic de- 
hate tvllcn hc says: 

The r e d  significilnce of the rclifiic~us 
development in .41nerican life is fountl 
not in a grotving emergence of a C;ttholic 
1110c or p d y ,  nor etven in a shift of t l~c 
-4merican politicd mood into tllc post- 
Protestant era, or into =I era of plural- 
istic religious balauces. The deeper fact 
is the widening of puhlic j11dgtnc:nt tliat 
all rcligior~ is irreleoar~t to political titti- 
tutles and acts. The American mentality 
is rapidly losing any distinction of tnle 
versus false religion, n11d is rlismissing 

this contrast as based on u~~hrothcrlin~~ss 
ancl intolerance. Religion is demeaned 
to merely a secondary or supplementar)' 
sopport in American life. 

Carl F. If. H e n n  calls attc511tion to the 
[act that Kennec?\.'s sho\ving \V;IS both a 
Catholic "l)rc:rl;throngh" and "compronii~c:." 
It \vi~s ;t 1)rcnl;tlrrough in vir\\' of the fact 
t l ~ ; ~ t  Eennecly is ollr rlaticiris first Rolnim 
C;ilholic  resident I,ut lks shoo.inr wiih ;I 

~lcccssit~ily psycl~olorical conipromise on the 
follo\vin?: coi~nts: 

1. Kennecly7s stntenlents that Church 
Statc: separation is ide(ll in spitr of th -( 

fact that the Honian Catholic Chi~rcli 
tratlitionally vie\ved sepanttion as tolera- 
I~le  until n Catholic majority can i~nple- 
~rlc:rlt t l ~ r  statct as the tetllporal am] of 
the Ro~niln cht~rch. 
2. Kc:i~nedy's opposition to Fcdcrnl aid to 
parochial schook. 
3. Ecnnedy's opposition to nn envoy to 
t11c 17;iticiin. 
4. Kennrdy's professecl ol~ligation to the 
Collstitution rather tl~iin to the Pope in 
political ;affairs. 

In his editorial, "Another Em Undervay 
in the American 1-ent~tre," Henry also notcs 
tllat I<\~angelical Protestant forces nlade ad- 
vitnces I~lrt also suffered setbacks. Evangeli- 
cals and Souther11 Baptists ansitrc of church 
history warned against "Homan Ci~tholicis~n's 
notorioi~s incursion into political ;trcn;ts for 
sectari;tn l)c-nefit." The Rcfontlittion gro- 
 noted not on14- 11il)lic;il fitit11 I I I I ~  ;ilso "chal- 
Ivnged Rome's theology of the state." 

Evangelical Protestants also had to Ixattle 
a11 autajionistic press \iMcll labellecl aIl crit- 
icism on tllc. rckious level higotr!!. Henry 
says: "Discussion of the pc~liticc~l issue on 
tllr religio~rs side \\.as repressed by balloor- 
ing thc rrligious issue with the ill wind o~ 
higotry." 
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Hmry ilbo 11ott.s that not it f~:w Protes- 
tants clied \vitl~ E r r ~ ~ ~ e d y  11nc11-r the "public 

a of tolcrancc." and "others supported 
it.nnetly in vitw of C;~tholicisrn's official an- r"""rell 
tipnthy to cotr~rr~ctr~isrr~ anti sy11111i1thy with 
frthc entrrprise." 

Ilenry ivritcs in co~lclr~sioxl that stiltistics 
rc~\~cal c~v;ungc:Iical itt~cl Ci~tholic strc=r~xtll to 
1)e n~ttnc*rical rivals I,ut t l ~ e  Rollla11 church 
has more aggrc!ssively p l a ~ ~ t e d  Ci~tholic In- 
f o n ~ ~ n t i o ~ ~  Centrrs in the. rn:~i~t citichs of 
r\nicrica whilcb Prc~tc.xtants havt- Iiiggrd far 
bc.l~ind in this artail of ;tggrc,s\ive attack 
agitinst idc~ological and religio~~s carror. 

0 0 0 

\Vl~nt 111ust I)e the position i~nd  i i t t i t~~dr 
of 11s as I'rc~tt~sti~nt Ib ' fo r~n~d yo11t11 itgilinst 
such inroads 111i1c1e l)y tl'c. H ~ I I I ~ I ~  Ci~tl~olic 
Cl~r~rch? Is it our cillling to sit I~,tl~;trgically 
by ;uid see thrsc. events tra~~spirc? 

\\re I I I ~ I ~  cc-rtainly not titke t11t. attitude 
t l ~ i ~ t  rrligio~~r i~rt* to tolcri~tt.tl. This 
is ;I free dem~)cratic socicty ant1 thc.refore 
;ulyone may pro~)or~ntl ii11t1 tl(.F~,~rd ally be- 

licfs whicli he sccms to think fit his wl~ i~ns  
and fancies. The Bible nevrr takes this p 
sition but ;tl\vays acti\.cb titkes the position 
t I ~ i ~ t  t l~rrc  is only orlr corrcct vicu, at~tl only 
that \-ie\v is to be tolentc,tl ant1 defe~~ded.  
This \sre iis Prolcstatlt Kefortnc.d youtll also 
have a ci~lling to do. 

Our Rrfonnation fathers \vc.re ncbver illraid 
to dnm~ninatr the ermrs of tlir Roll~ish 
ch l~rc l~  as i~c~urscd  I~crrsy. Calvit~ pi~ll~:cl I I ~  

pu~~chcs  \\.hen Ire spoke concerning the I)ifiic 
rrron of the Roman church. \Ire, too, I I I I L S ~  

pt~ll no pr~r~chcs ant1 sho~~ltl  also recognize 
dtat once again I I I ; I ~  lw entering perilous 
timcs in wliicli the. life of  t l ~ c  truc Christiitn 
church \\,ill 11e threatcaned ils it uns in the 
ei~rly days of tllc Christiatr church. 

I do not fecal that \ve :is Protestant Re- 
font~rd cllttrchc.\ iind I~elievcrs havc il n ~ l l ~ n g  
to enter illto thc Protestant-Catholic tliatril)~ 
as it is Iwing \vagctl totl;~y 1)11t \Ye sho~~ld  
certninly 11e invitre of the controvcSrsy iuntl be 
prel,armi to give a \\.itness of thc hopc that 
is in us. 

'SOCIALISM AND FALSE DOCTRINE 
SEYMOUR BEIBOER 

sytlonymorts \\,it11 ei~cll otllc-r. \\'hat arc 
thry a l ~ n ~ ~ t ?  TIlcy arc not j ~ ~ s t  t l rc :  writings 
of Carl J l i~rs  : I I I ~  Lr~iin, not grosb n1ittc.rial- 
is~n. \Vh;~t tlroy are irboul ci111 1 ) t -  t.xpli~inrtl 
in ;I fetv siniplc \vortls from Script~~rc i i ~  the 
first venc of Pst~lrn 11. "The fool I~nth said 
ill his hcitrt, 'tl~c-re i.: no gotl.'" Tllry bot l~ 
brlicve in ;I gocllt~ss Xover~ltnex~t of the. I- 
plv, for tile 11cx1pl(!, ILIICI lqf t111: 11i*opIc! - :I 
.qo\.erm~lc.nt tll:~t has complc.te rontn~l  over 
the. lives of its citizc~~s - ttcononlic::~lly, phys- 
ically, morally; ;~ntl spiritt~;~lly. 'I'hey tlilfer, 
ho\vttvc-r, mair~ly on olle sm;~ll point; t1i;tt is, 
that Co~~im~tnisln sc:c!ks to gain its erltls by 
me;uls of n.orld-\vide revol~~tions. wars, imd 
m;lss:lcres, \vl~ilr Socialisn~ sc~rl;s to gain 
similar ends by resorting to Inore peaceful, 

c :dl tcat ion; l l ,  a11(1 constitutio~~i~l n~c:thods. 
The tic that bincls Socialists and Com- 

ln~~nists across thr frontiers of nations, 

across Ixlrriers of 1a11gungc.s nncl tlifferol~ces 
of class i ~ n d  ctl~~cation in defiance of reli- 
gion, thC \\~c~ak~less elf the hodj- iu~d  tltc ir- 
resolr~tion of the lnind is :I simple conviclion 
which is not new. It \\.;IS whispered ill- 
ready in the garden of Eden under the 'I'rce 
id Kno\vlcdge of Gnnd and Evil: "Ye sl~all 
I)e its gocis." It is tile great alterr~:~tivc f:~ith 
of ~nanl i i~~d .  Like all great faiths its force 
drrivc..; from :I simplc \ision. Otl~cr i~ges 
have. also had great viiions. Thry al\\,;~ys 
11;1\.c. IXYI~ different versio~~s of t l ~ c  siirnc 
\,ision: the \<sion of God and rna~is rela- 
tio~tship to God. Thc Communistic ant1 the 
Socinlistic version is tlie vision of nlan with- 
out God. It is the vihion of man's mind, 
heart, ant1 so~xl, ckspli~cing Cod as the Crra- 
tor of the world. 1-es, intlc~xl, this vision 
of 1nan.s tlcpravrd ~nind and heart hat1 its 
beginning \\hen Satan, the instigator, wns 
cast out of heaven as n fallcrn angcl. It was 
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IIL tlic l~c,gint~irrg, tlic Eterrit~l \\'ord, 
BIJ t~~igltt  tr~~t~~t~ti.~trrcrl arirl rrt~knotcr~ ~ I I  t t t t ~ t i .  

JIM JONKER 

Spoke, tri1(1 the rk.j~t11.s of r~otl~ir~pt~e.s.s rcere 
stirred, T 

.4r1tl it1 ihtrt gtctut b~~ginnitrg tirile 11cgtrtt. 
Atltl it1 tirrie's folitc,ts, ~ ~ ~ n r i  /)!I sin f(r.~t Ircld. 
That ii'ortl rcc~c flesh, tir~tr ntct tqert~it!~. 
The firlit(* crnd the Irifir~itr tccpre WP~I 
r\tltl Cot1 trrid rtr t i tc  rca.s 11rr11grd rrpotl ti tr1.e. 
Hut ir~ tirne's gkrac rcill tlrol~ the fitrrrl .\tind, 
Tlic clorrrl-clothccl nnpel, tcitli o liotl's roar. 
Sholl scSt 11is fenJ feet or1 sc'tr atit1 lrrrcl, 
C;orl',\ r*r~tl he rc~trt.hcrl, untl tirt~e sl~ctll I)(, ,lo 

tttorc9. 
Lr~rrl, rtrer~,vtl~c.rt Thou ortr fuiling tiglit, 

Ice' prlly, ,.. I ill ri:ith th(, t,!/t9 of faith t t . ~  .we tl~trt ~IOIJ. 

n~nnifc.\tecl ;it t l ~ c  time of Soah ~ I I K I  tlic 
Flrmd. It \\-:IS itgi1i11 nii11iif1~stec1 :it t11(* ti~iic 
of thc. I>~~iltling of the l'tr\\.cr of H;tl>t.l and 
later on in the s ~ ~ c ~ c s \ i v e  c,~npires of .-\asv~in, 
Bilhylon, Prrsia, Grcccc, iultl Home. Socii~l- 
is111 nlho rnalifestetl itself \vitl~in the (:1111rch 
throuahol~t the ;~ges. Think of the clriltlrttn 
of Isri~cl in the clrsert \vlien t l~ ry  \vorsllipl)ed 
the golclen calf, tllrir f rec l~~c-~~t  r n ~ i n ~ ~ ~ ~ r i n g s  
that dcli~yed tl~c.ir eritriutcc. into Citn:1:111. 
Think of their itlolatn during the periotl of 
the jlid~es and later on in the reign cf 
their \\,ickrd kir~cs. Tl~ir~k c ~ f  I~obv tliey sl~ccl 
thr bid of the 11rophet5 ;u~tl of t11~ sitints 
both in the Old ;tnd Sen. I)ispens;~tio~~s and 
even of God Hi~uself \\,l~c.n they ~ l a i l t . t l  !Iis 
Son to the cross. Going ilrto our ~~~otlc.rn 
era, t l~ir~k of our rndern ungodly lal,or 
unions, I)usiness ;assdatiorrs, secret lodges, 
fratctrr~ities, in thc light of the tl~irtcenth 
chapter of Holrla~~s. Think of' Ilorna~i (::~tl~ol- 
ickm with all its irnape worship i111tl its ~111)- 
stih~tion of the \'irgin \l;lry and thc Pope, 
mere mortal Lcings. as ita gods. Tl~ir~k of 
tlie 1111rodly Christ-rejecting \locIc~n~ists o l  
our [In., who teach that God is man's Iiichrr 
self. I John 1:"-13 \\ill scsttle this matter 
once iintl for all. ''\\110 is ;I liar but I I V  tllat 
ctcnietlt that J e s ~ ~ s  is the-Christ? 11~. is Anti- 
christ that dmictli thc Fntllrr and the. Son. 
\\'hosorvcr denit.111 the Son: the 5;u11c li;~th 
not the Father; ITrlt hc tli;~t itckno\rl~~cl.geth 
tlle Son bath the Father also. 

Soci:lli\~n ant1 false dochinc are one in 
essence. In short, false doctrine is \vll;tt  nil- 
liars of modern minds think I ~ u t  do [lot dare 

to my: I f  I I I~I I I 'S  mint1 i i  the tl<sc.i>ive force 
in the worltl, \\.hat ncwl is tht.rc* for Goti? 
, . I his is in prin~iple c\-pre>b~tl i l l  hold print 
I)y ;111 the* v;~rious ct~lts and 1111. Ir;tding dl.- 
~~o~~i i r~a t iona  of Christinn churcl~c~s thro11s11- 
cn~t t l ~ r  \vlrr~lc \\:orltl in ;I thouri~r~tl and nr~c. 
\~;rriutiona of the abovi. state~i~ent. Tliis is 
i~lso the cwSllce of .4rrnini;111i\111. Pe1a~ir1r1- 
is111, arid of tllc Comnlon Grnrcv tliCory. Oh, 
t11c.y do not dethrone. the h - i t ~ ~ ~ c  God rn- 

.a, 
tirt.1~ as yet: Iwt t11c.y rob Gotl r>f sonle of 
1 lis 1io11or tli~e to Hi111 ;tlone, iu~tl ascribe the 
siilne to tot;tlly deprnvc!cl m;u~hintl. 13y tlv- 
rrcbes. 21 little. bit ;it ;i time, I'i~lse doctrill<* 
sirllply restores man to his soverc.iqnh- by the 
\implc n~e t l~od  of dcnyinq Gotl'\ sovert.icn 
c.l~,ctio~l. l'lir*y makc* III:III the 1)1)ttc>r and re- 
t l ~ ~ c r  Gotl to Illere clay or notIiingnc\\. 
I:;~lhe doctrine docs not only tlvn\- the 1.i~- 
illy: God, Ilr~t it puts up and ct\;~lt\ a co1111- 
Icrfc.it God, ;in h ~ ~ i ~ E i n . ~ t i o ~ ~  oI' rnan's evil, 
corrl~pt mind, and proclaims 11i11i iis the Cod 
of the Scriptures, thus dccrivi~~g millions of 
ig~~orant pc.ople in 1)eliebing tllc lic. T l ~ c  
~~~iscllief of these falsc doctrinc:~ is that tlicy 
I,rofess to l,rlieve the Bil~Ie, s i ~ ~ g  the fillnil- 
i;tr songs of Zion, r c ~ i t e  the Lord's Prayer 
iuicl the .Apostles' Creed, ci~ll thmmsclves by 
orthodox n;tmc.s; tI1c.y look likl- la~nbs, Iil~t 
II;IV(. S;I~;III's voice. In  ordcr to he I~ig in 
this ~vorltl tlie r~dhermts of f;tlsr doctrinrs 
I I I I I S ~  also gradu;illy tl~ink, livt-, and act likc 
I l ~ c  ungodly world; j o i ~ ~  its nrlnlcbrous wickcd 
org;~niz;ttions, participate ill its plrh\urcs 
i~nrl builtl and gmlish the to~nl)s of the 
ri~htcous ;mtl comp;las land ant1 s m  to mitke 

Eight BEACON LIGHTS 



one proselyte. For ;ill their plcas:lot appeiir- 
arlces nrrtl tllc so-c;~lletl good tbrsr muntcr- 

+:it 
;~itIis clo. tl~cy tlestroy then \vork of 

hrist as I ~ I I C ~ I  11s the nntichr.isti;tn jiovcrn- 
il~cnts [lo. Tlic t\vo \vork 11;rrrtl in hand. 
They .ue both tools in the hancls of Satan. 

Yes, yol ln~ pc.oplc!, t11c. tinrr is rtrI)itlly ap- 
proacl~i~ig \\111e11 all t l ~ e  ildvoc;~tcs of the 
m;iny falsc- tloctrines \\rill join togc~tli~~r wit11 
t11c a~lticluistian govrrnme~~ts of this \vorlcl 
into one solid IIIUOIX ;tcainst all of God's 
el(.ct cqhiltlre~t LII;IL ilrr still ~llc.rnl~ers of t l ~ r  
de~lonrinations tllcsc: false tcnOr(~rs rcl>rcsr.nt, 
that will not ho\v clo\vn to the 1nc.11tal i111:ljies 
that the faLw tc:irllcrs have set up. Tlier~ 
t11:it t\vofold ;~nlichrisUi~n I)e;~st ( I F  Iievrl;i- 
tion tllirtc.cn \\.ill IIC hilly rc.nlizctl. I-leare \vc. 
can secL Sociiilis111 ill iiction. Yc-S, i:~clt.ecl. as 
Cllriat \\?;IS teml>ted hy t11c tlevil forty clay3 
iu thc \viltlernt.ss, so aI<o the rirkc ti.i~cllers 
;lntl the govcrn111c:nts of th;~t tl;~)., I)y the in- 
stigation of tllnt S , I I I I ~  devil \\'ill also tenipt 
us 11y giving 11s ;ill the p1r;isurcs and trt.;is- 
i1rc.s this \vorlcl can providc if only \\*e \viU 
drny the Ciotl of Ll~c* Scripturcns. Iht,  if we 
1 ) ~  the piice of (:od co~lfess with C:lirist ;~nd 
\\-it11 Iliuliel ancl his tllrec. friencls of old, 

that \vc sl~ail \rorshiip the IAortl our God ;~nd  
senle FIim only, then \vcb will I,e I~rantled as 
uarro\v-mindcd. old fash io l~~l ,  bicotcd, fa- 
natical, iniprirctic;~l, c t ~ .  We \\.ill l)e rnarkrd 
'1s social nul(~~sts.  \fro [vill not 111: ;111lc to 
I)uy nor sell I~ec;~usc. \ve cio not \vr:lr thc 
 nark that sllo\i-s tli:lt \ve havc denied the 
God of tht- Scril)turcs. Eventually \vc upill 
starve to dei~th. l'herc. \viU be nlany so- 
called Christians in that d;~!., \vho formerly 
\\.ere one \\it11 us, \vho will even refrlsc us 
;I crust of I~rci~d or ;I drop of \rattSr for the 
biml)le rcitson thnt \ve rcft~re to \rork. Ycs, 
indcccl, the tribul;rtion of that day \\.ill I)(: 
so grievous, that if tllost. days \\-err not 
bhortencd for the elect7s sake, no flesh cot~ld 
IP s;lvcd. 1311t. tllnnks be to oltr I,ord J e s ~ ~ s  
Christ \vho h:ts fro111 tile I~epirlnirlv to the 
end of thc. \vorltl, elcctc~I, purch;uetl with 
His blood, g;~tl~cretl, clrfendetl, ;~nd pre- 
sen~ccl to Ilinlself 11). Ilis Spirit ;tnd \\'ord 
oltt of the. \\d~olc 11~1nl;trr race ;I Cl~urch 
choscn to rvc.rlasting life, ; ILT*CUI~  ill t r . ~ ~ e  
faith; and that wc., altho~1~11 \re do not de- 
serve to b ~ .  arc and forever shall remain liv- 
 in^ nle11111c.rs tlierc.of, ilntl no mnn shall ever 
I,e iilde to I ) l~~ck  I I \  o l ~ t  of llis harld. 

PENCIL AND CHALK 

IN THE 

DON DOEZEMA 

This article n~icht btr called a contin11;l- 
tion, I~elieve it or not, of t l ~ r  i~rticle in 
"Pencils and Chall;" in tlrc ~)rcvil~us iss111. of 
Ilenccjn Lights. 1'11;lt p;lrlicl~lar articlt. WiIa 

vrititletl "'l'hc Science of '['caching." This 
r)ne roulcl very well 1 1 ~ 9  calletl "I'lle 'reaching 
of Scic.irce." 

You \viU prohal~ly r rmen~l~r r  tll;lt "Tl~e 
Science of Tei~chilrp" deillt \\?it11 tllc- gctner- 
;illy accepted idvi~ that- a child's i11terc.st 

F - i ~ ~ s t  bct aronsctl in ortler for mt~stery to 
.~cci~r. If Ile is not jienr~inely intereslcd in 
what he has to lcarn, he \rill go tlirough 

the ~ ~ ~ o t i o n s  of le;trning hut not really learn 
anflhinx. 

Sow ill the tcacliirlg of Biolocy, the mat- 
tc.r of nronsing interest is sinlplificd to a 
1;lrgr extent since I)iology has, j70u rnigllt 
si~y; zi  "l~uilt in" interest for the pupil. It 
takes vcry little elfort on the part of the 
tcnchrr to gc:t clliltlren interebted in  nature-. 
The fact of the m;ttter is thztt nahlrc si~nply 
fascinates cl~ilclrm. *is h e y  grow older the)? 
11c:co111e more and luclre interested in inmi- 
n~ilte objects b~ l t ,  cspccially \v11cr1 they arcb 
still rluitc young, childrcn love to study 
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;ibou t living orga~nkn~s, \\-hcther tl~ey I)c 
Bo\vcrs, trees, birds. fish, or turtles. 

Now then, since interest is no rc.;~l prob- 
lem, the only task left for the tmcller is to 
steer tht.tn iri the. right dirtbctio~~. St~ccc.ssful 
methods of teaching nature shidy in the 
primary grades :ire too nllmcarous to ttlen- 
tion. Stor)--tc.Uin~, by tr;1cher3 atit1 p111)ils, 
is ;in import;lnt part of primar) L~stnlctic~n. 
Thct book shelvch sho~tld l)c \cell ~u~~~) l i ' r l  
\\ith bonks fr~ll of pictures of tuiirnals in 
n a t ~ ~ r a l  color, of course, and tlicy often Iriiel 
to discussions of pct3 or crc:~turcs noticel 
on the \\.tty to ~ c l ~ o o l  or in the zoo, possil~ly. 
E v c y  yc~ungster krto\vs sc~n~c.thing of so111c. 
anin~aL In fact, it is snrprish~g \to\\* \\.ell in- 
formed some rei111y arc.. .4r1cl if is csitgl.r 
to trll others \vl~at hc k n o \ \ ~ ,  then Irt him 
tell it! 

I'icturvs fro111 tnagir~i~ic*~ or s~~al~shols  of 
honse prts \viU r~ndo~~l~ tcd ly  find thcir \vny 
into the cl;~ssroom. Ilere is n goltlc~ti 01,por- 
tunity to bring in niitny lessons i l l  hiology. 
It ~niaht start a tliscussion of thr mc~thotls of 
tiring for animals. Or thc teilcl~er co~~lel di- 
rect their attention to dc~tails the chilclrt~~ 
\ \ i l l  mihs at fint, like thc reli~tivc. thicknrss 
of h;~irco;~t in hlllnnlcSr anel wit~ter, thc pres- 
ence or absence of ItLnves on the trcses in thi. 
back,grt)llncl of the pl~otogri~pl~, etc. Bc!hities 
teaching them facts, h i s  [let-elops tt8eir 
potvers of independent ol>senri~tion of n:~turi*. 

Classroom project3 for natr~re stttdy arc, 
also like. the sand along the se;lshore in nml- 
titltcle. h miniiiture ~ a r t l r n  in thc* cl;tssrc~o~t~ 
is, of cnurse, a practic-d ncreshity. Here the 
pupils can o1)servr pl;ult gro\vth first h;inc\, 
as \vcll ;IS the conditions either f;ivori~lp or 
hindering it. The teacher could tlircct ;~tten- 
tion to the effect of dry :~nd rainy wc~:~tl~t~r 
as \\,ell as snonv and frost on the r)l;mts. Tlie 
flo\vers tbat arc grcnvn c;u~ I)r r s i ~ ~ n i ~ ~ c ~ d  its 
to their form, color, ancl odor ancl tht! pur- 
pose of these things i r ~  attracting ir~srcls. 
Just as in c v e v  garden, \vcerls arcn I ,OI I I IC~  to 
pnp up. Here is an opp~rtnnity to illuslratr 
m:uly rnetllotls of seed clispcrs;~l. Cl~ilclrc:t~ 
sho111tl be taught the intrrclepc~ncl~~ncc of 
flmvering pl;uits and b i n g  insecls. 01. \r.alcr 
plants :uid goltlfish in the aclu;~ri~~rn. 

Bird stud>- sl~oultl not be forl,rottc.n. An 
euaminntion of tlir conslrnction of vilric~~~s 
kinds of birds' nests is 1tsefr11, ;tnd storicbs 
c ~ u l t l  he rrad \vhicll ill~rstri~te tllr 1);lticllce 
of l,ircis in selecting the site for tlle ncst, in 

caring for the c.gg\.\, feeding the y o u n ~  and 
ti.itclii~lg thml to fly. 

Insects sl~ould by .d tneilns I)e includcd 
in prit~lary nahlre topics. Btttterllies, beau T 
t i f ~ ~ l  in form ;tntl color. the cei~sc.lcss :~ctivi- 
tic.s of ants and l~.c.s, the n ~ ~ ~ s i c  of crickc~ts 
:ultl ciciid;~~, the ju~nping ability of thin prass- 
hr~ppcr, the? nI;iny 'yes of the fly. the \vi-c.h- 
spinning of the spicier, all f:iscinote y o u n ~  
cl~ildrt-n. l~ltrrest may be ;lror~setl by a 

pupil-made insect collection. It is of the 11t- 
most itnportanec., of course, lo I)(: ready \vith 
the: correct nn\\ver to the tnany q~~rst ions 
1i11t I>y the c11ildrc.n. For c\-:~n~l,lc, if they 
;tsk "\\'hy do 11ec.s h~~zz?" de~n't hesitate., 
come riglit out and tt.11 thrl~t that "'l'ot: 
\ \fo~~ltl  too if son~c.l>ocly stoics y1111r I1ont.y 
i111t1 nectar!" 

Itlr;~lly, there call l)e no i~clcq~~atr  sl~hsti- 
t~t tc  for Gctld \cork in the str~cl?~ of bioloLi. 
Ol)scn.:~tion of living pl;~nth in their natural 
cat~vironn~c.nt is cssct~tii~l to thc n~~tlcrs tundi~~g 
of t h y  inti~rreli~lion of livin:: things. ..\n c-u- 
c~trsion to a nnlselrni, zoo, river, pond: or 
field is worth itny c*.xpc~~dih~re of titne .tnd 
t roul~le. 

I\'c~\rr thc.11, ;IS ~ O I I  c;trl scc, i ~ s  :I genc.r;~l 
r ~ ~ l e ,  no tlefinite periods nei:cl hc. sct aside* 
for nicturc. study in Lindergartcn and pri 
Initry \vork, I~ie~logy 1)eirig nlore or less inci- 
dc.tit;tl. This has one n~;lrk(.cl tlisadv;~ntng', 
p;~rticr~larly with tcachcrs poorly grountlrd 
in tl~is Gc~ld-that is, that it nlay not be 
tlonc. itt all! So the teacher slio~~ld fonnul;~te 
i l l  ael\f;~ncr soltlr idt-u of \i.h:~t shc \\*ill tr). to 
;~ccornplish tlr~ring the scliool ytilr, llo\\. 
111c1ch t in~r  sllor~ld Ilc clc~cotc'tl to e ; ~ c l ~  phare 
of ir~stn~ction, wh;~t projects co~lld be car- 
rictd out, etc., ant1 then stick tnore or 1c.s~ 
to thc scl~cdnle whether she sets apart a s e p  
i~ratr tinw for tl~em or not. 'I'l~ese lessons 
i t )  I,iolox). nliiy bc correhtc*d \vial reading, 
art, spelling, or almost any s1111ject of the 
pritnilry r~trricrllu~n. Thr clas.; in i ~ r t  \\,ill 
tllakc c11;lrts sho\ving pli~nt parts, flotx-en. or 
I~uttcrflies. I n  rentling, stories of pl;lrlt :uld 
iuu'n~i~l life Inay be selectrcl. In English, 
t11e1nr.s Inay Ile comlmscd a b o ~ ~ t  gardens or 
I,irds. 1311t the point is t l ~ i ~ t  iui elctmentnr)~ 
course in biolom r nu st be ;IS c:l;~stic as pos- 
sible. Illere car1 be little acc.omplishment 
\viti~o~rt genuine self-interest on the part 
of the pupil. h d  to holtl strictly to it givelA 
topic ; ~ t  a givc:rl time is to stifle tile initii~tivc. 
naturally present in the child. 
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HELPS FOR BIBLE STUDY ON THE 

Book o f  REVELATION' 
by REV. H. HOEKSEMA 

Lesson XI71 (Revelation 8:l-6) Offering of the Pm!ycl:~ of All the Sai~t ts  

1. \-s. I: "And \vhcn he 11,td opcnrd 
*he severlth he,11" C ~ C .  :I. f irre the. I I ~ ~ ~ I I  

cine in the plan of tllc- I)ook of Revc.lation, 
\\rl~icli \\,as i n t r . ~ ~ l ~ ~ t c - d  in ch. \ I [ .  is re- 
~ u ~ n e d .  h. At the opening of thr sc.venth 
seal, Ilo~vever, not just o~lc. singlr \i\ion 
occur\ (,IF at the oper~ing of C ~ C I I  of t l ~ c  
first sis seitls), Iwt a scrirs of visions (the 
tru111pc.t-\risions). c. \Vller~ the sevcntli seal 
is opened "there \v;is silence in heaven 
about the space of half an lior~r". ( I )  
Hitl~erto heaven Iiatl 1)er.n fillcd \\~itli song, 
music irntl praise ( chs. 4:8-11; .5:8-14: 
7:lO-1'3. Even clllrii~g the opening of the 
first sis sei3k heaven \\.as 11o1- silent (cll. 
0:1, 3, 3, 7. 9, 12). No\\, silerlcc.. ( 2 )  
As to Ulis silencc ( a )  It docs not con- 
stitute the \\rholc contents of lire se\,e~ltll 
seal. (11) Nor does it rrpreselit the silence 
of the enen~irs of Christ and His Churclt, 
or n period of tranc.luility for t l ~ c  Ch~lreh 
on cnrth, or the millennium, or the llegin- 
ning of eternal rest, ctc. ( c )  Nor is ii 
merely indicative of dir inlense ttutivipa- 
tion of tltings to rome at the opening of 
the seventl~ seal 1)). the illha1)it;ln~s of 

4ie;~ven: it occurs after thc seal is opened. 
\ c l )  But it simply expresses reverence in 
thc 11our of prayer nrtd \vorship: t l ~ e  

priryen of thc saints are to be offered 
or1 the dlt<~r. Hcnce: the half holtr: thc 
time neetletl. 

2. 1's. 2: "And I saw the \ever1 [u~gelr", 
rtc a. Jolm bel~olcls these seven ilngrls, 
not at the concl~lsion of the silence, hut 
during the half llonr. b. They are colled: 
the seven angels tvhicli stood before God. 
The defillite ;~rticlc worrld seen1 to indicatc 
tlzat tlrese were ;ingels dlnt occupy ,tl\viiy~ 
a forelnost pozition in lleaven (before God), 
like Gabriel (Luke 1:19), and that there 
are just seven of tht.1-r.r. c:. Sevcn tnlm11ets 
~vere given uuto them. This is mentioned 
here in anticipation of vs. (iff. and to 
e~nphasize tllr idea that these angcls, 
tl~ouch they already received their tr~nn- 
pets, may not do their \vorIi until the 
prayers of the saints ]lave been offered. 
(1 ) Tnlmpets were r~wd: to sonnd tlie 
call for hattle, to send forth the call for 
tcnlple \vorsl~ip, to cnU a holy convocalior~. 
( 2 )  Here they sYnholize that God \\.ill 
come for judgmellt innd in the \vay oE 
jl~dgnlent bring LIis kingdom to perfection. 
Think of the trumpel blasts at the fdl 
of Jericho. 

3. Vss. 3-5: a. ' ' h d  another angel came 
and stood at  the altar", etc. (1) This is 
"another angel" in distinction from tlie 
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sevm jlr\t n~entioned, hilt still :In angel, 
not Christ. ( 2 )  He sttmd beforr t111. itltnr. 
Thc cl~~c=stion: \\,hich altnr? II;IS I1 t h  r I I  

\-arics~sly itns\\~c.rctl. .iceordi~~r: to sonic it 
is t l ~ e  altar of 1111rnt-offering (firc is taLt:n 
fro~n it):  accwrthlg to others it is tll16 
dt;ir c r f  ince~ats (the goltlcn iilti~r, i~~ci-IISL' 
is I~urtll or1 i t  ); i~ccordinfi to r)tliers tllc first 
part of 1,s. 3 refers to thc altnr of burnt- 
offering, the secontl to alti~r e r f  it~celrse. 
I V r  ~ n t ~ s t  rc.111e111bt.r that \re itre not ill  

tlrt- tc.lnple \vith its cliffrrent clc.l>iutnlo~~ts, 
hut in I~cmvn~ I~crc. l'he i~l t i~r  t11;tt is 
mentionetl llerc piirtakcbs trf 110th: t l ~ e  i11t;ir 
of I~umt-offer it^ (from \vliich the. firc is 
h~kt-11) and tlw illtar of inrettsc (011 \ c , l ~ i c . l ~  
t l ~ t  I)ril\rt,rs ;ire offc,rctl \\it11 tlle. ir~cer~sc), 
( 3 )  'Tl~c ;angel hi15 ;I golden ccnsrr: IIC is 
rc.;tdy for tilt. sc*rvice lie is about to perl'or:~~. 
11. 'r\~ld tllerc. \\.;is gi\.c.n unto hi111 I I I I I C ~ I  in- 
ccwsc., that I I ~ .  slloulc! offer it \\rith the pri1ycl.s 
of all saints I I ~ O I I  tlrc. goltlc-n illtar \ \ e l ~ i c . l ~  
\\.;I.\ Iwfore the. thront.". 1,rt us note: ( 1 ) 
'Thi~t incerisr I)un~t bcforc. (:oil sy~nl~olizc!~ 
t l ~ c  ;lccc-pt;tl>lr~~ess of the prityers of ill(& 
si~ints to Him. They will s ~ ~ r c l y  1)c. Ilt.;~rcl. 
( 2 )  ?'hat rnl~ch i~lcensr is given to the i~l~gtd 
1x~a11se i t  is to :~tldcd to the priiyrrs 
of all ihc saint.;. ( 3 )  That insteitd of: "tht~t 
ht. l1011lc1 olfcr it'. 111~. originid rt:ails 
literi~lly: "tl~at 11c. shonltl give it (iltltl it. 
R.V. )  to the pr,lycrs of the saints upon 
the i~l t i~r  \vliich was I)rfore t l ~ c .  tl~ro:~~.". 

'I'hc idca, thercafore is, that thc prayers iire 
IIII the. ;~ltar ; I I I ~  tli:it t l~c  angel atlcls 
i~ice*~isc to thc.111. (4) 11s to t l ies~ prayrs, 
it I I I I I S ~  bt- c.n~pliasized ( a )  That thcoy arc 4 

prayers of the siiints, sent up by tlwm in - 

tlleir ca]>iicity iis saints, si~i~~tl!' pra>'crs. 
(11) That tl~ey arc: the prayers of trN 

sai~tts, hence, elpressing what itll 113~-c in 
colnmon: they pr;y for God's kingdo~n and 
the conling of the Lorcl. ( c )  T11:1t, there- 
fore!, l)y implici~tion they also pray for 
thc. j~~t lgn~rn ts  of God upon all ungodl?. 
\vorlcl, c. ".ind thr s~nokc of the- incense" 
etc.. .-\rrc)rding to the. original \\r. Inay 
re;~tl Ilrrc-: "thr sn~okc of tllc i~icensr rose 
ill l~c,lralf of tlie prityers of tl~c: siiints*' vte. 
Tl~c- itlcn is: the. prayers of t l ~ e  saints arc 
\rvt.Il-pleasing to Gcd itnd Hc. l>r;irs them. 
el. ":111cl the alr~cl  tcmk tht. cc.nscor i~ntl 
fillrcl it \\.it11 tl~r firc of t11e: illti~r" ctc. 
Kc~tc- (1) Thi~t  tl~c. fire (syn~l~ol  of \vratl~ 
ant1 i~ltlfilncnt) is titken from t l ~ r  same altar 
on \\rhicl~ \vc.rc tlic- pr:iyrrs of the saints; 
tht~re is ;I connection. (3) l ' l~at  its besins 
c;rst o n  the t.arth resnlts in signs of judg- 
111c.nt: voices, lightnings, th~~ndcrinfis, an 
e:~rtlic~~~akr. Gc~l's co~ninr  for judgment 
is the ans\\.er to the praycurs of the saints. 

4. 1's. 6: ":111d the* scavell i ~ ~ ~ g e l s "  ete 
- 

a. Tl~c* hortr of silel~ce is pmt. h. Tht. 
;~~nr:t-ls may tlo\v co~nmcnct. their \\fork. 
l ' l~ey prrpitre thclnsc*l\~es l o  I~lo\v their 
tr~~~npc'ts. 

1. -45 tcr these first four tn~~npc ts  in 
gcncral, note: a. That the tn~mpet-l~lasts 
11)- the ;lngels arc. not ulcrely signs ol j~~clg- 
~ ~ ~ e n t s ,  but that by t h r n ~  thc j ~ ~ d g ~ . l e ~ ~ t s  
themselves are c;~llnl forth. Tl~is thr=y have 
in comlnon vitll tllc. sr:~Ls. b. T l~a t  these 
first four tn~mncts constit~tto :I c\isti~~ct 
group. Scpari~tetl from the rc-ht 11. VS. 13. 
:btl  ;ill four pertain to the pl~ysical uni- 
verse: laritl, sea, \vaten, tht. fir~l~ii~ncnt. 
Like the seals they fill1 into hvo ~ I . ~ I I ~ I S  

of four a ~ c l  tluec. 
2.  \'s. 7 :  Thc first trulnpct. a.  "l'lie 

fint itngc.1 sonnded, iincl there follo\\.ed 
hail and firc 111inglet1 \ \ v i t h  blootl, 11ntl 
the)- \\,ere cast upon the carth". 'Ihc 
picture is that of a great Il;lilstorrn, rtlasses 

of fire, m i ~ e d  \\,itll slrowers of blootl, 
ci~usrtl I)y t l ~ e  trulnpct I~last and "cast on 
t l ~ c  earth". TI>(-y reprcserrt destn~ctivr 
forces in nature s~ich ;is ;11\\.;1ys operate 
in a mc-as~tre, hut are IIO\\. inenbased to 
an  c:straortlinrll?- do~rec.. 'T 1-1 c i r rxtril- 
orclini~ry c11;~lcter is especially iudicatt<l 
11). the I>lcwd thi~t is niixed with the hail 
i~ncl firc. h. The result: "ar~d thr tlurtl 
part of the trees was I ) I I ~ I I ~  I I ~ ,  and all 
green grass \trils 111tn1t 1117. ( 1  ) Trees and 
grass are not to hc t ~ l l e g o ~ e d ,  sn that 
the trtes are g r e ;I t Inen or hrretical 
teachers. anti the gr;lss represents ordinary 

1 
Inell or colnmon Christi;u~is. ( 2 )  They an 
rrprc*ser~tative of the \vhole \vorld of vcgeta- 
tion. Cf. the plague of hail and fire in 
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Egypt. E. !I:", If. (3)  Not(% lrere the 
fractio~r otre tlrirtl. The fourth s c ~ ~ l  rc,\realed 

-olle fo~~rtlr of men bcuing killed. One tliird 
7 jrrst a little Inore tliiur one forrrth. If 

one f o ~ ~ r t h  \voultl reprcbsent tlie ordinar). 
ineasurc of d c s t r ~ ~ c t i o ~ ~  \vro~~ght, one tllirtl 
represents ;in hrcrcnsc in dcstr~~ction and 
death. Note that this is tnrc rlf all the 
first four trt~~npets. It will I I ~  e\4tlerrt 
that men arid beasts irrc. also ;~ffc*ctcd by 
this pl;rg;lic. 

3. Vss. 8, 1): Thr secontl trn~npct. a. 
":\ntl the sc~concl angel sorrncletl", etc. 13y 
the second trr~n~pet-blirst ;I grei~t huriling 
m;css " t rs  it ~cere" ;I grcb;ct rnoirntiiin (1101 
an :;tch~al mou~rtnin or volciino, thc!reforr), 
firlling from Ite;;t\~cn. Just \\rlii~t tliis bum- 
ing rnass \\-ill Ile in reitlity callnot Iw said. 
[t \,.. . .. - .IS cast into the sea, so thict it is upon 
tlie sea tl~at tliis second j~ldgrnc.nt in  tlis- 
tinction fronr the, first, is I I ~ O I I  lhcn sen. 
I1 T l ~ e  rcs~rlt is "orlc.-tl~irtl" t l t~s~r r~c t io~~:  
one third of tlic si.11 is tur~lc*d illto ;I 

rotten pool of I,lood, one thircl of  lie 
living crc;rh~res in tlrr sc:;~ t1ic.s. Kc11 to I,c 
n!lt.gorizttd as referri~i): to I I ; I V ; I ~  l)i~ttlc,s, 
a~~l)mirrines, 1.12,. I ) I I I  to I)r t ;~! ic .~~ in their 
litrral xcnse. Of c o i ~ r s ~ ,  olso tl~is second 
-11nipet affects tht: life of 1nc.n tu~cl r~ations. 

' 4. Vss. 10, 11: l'lit. third tr~~nrpcnt. a. 
".-\ird the third angc.1 so~u~tled. ;~nd tllere 
fell a great star fro111 11ri1vc.11. 1)11r11ing ;u 
it \\.ere a Ialnp'' clc. The l)ictr~w is thi~t 
of a conrrt or nretcor. 'Tl~is m;ty  rot rrbpre- 
svnt ;I red slim in rc.nlity, altlio~~gli tliis is 
not in~possible. Ilut it cc.rkairrly is not 
to I)e interprc!tetl itllcgorically as rr~e:r~li~~g 
the Ch~~rclc, or heresy, or I'elirgius. or 
~niglrty rt~I[ars, or war, etc. The n;unc of 
this star is "\i'or~ii\\,ootl". \f'orrn\vood is 
;L pl;rnt nottd for its I~itter t;iste and 

Lesson .XV111 (Jie\rel:ltior~ 9: 1-12) Tllc 

1. CII. 8:13 "Alrd 1 I~cl~ltI". vtc. This 
vc!rsc. docs not bi.lolrg to thc t n ~ ~ n l ~ e t s .  
It is introtl;t~ctor~ tri t l~e  I~lo\\~ing of the 
last tllrec. tru~nl~els. a. J[II~II  I~elroltls ;in 
c ~ n g l ~  (R. 1'. not ; I I ~  ;~iigc.l) in ~nitlhcn\.en. 
The eagle is a Ii;~rl)inger of aitastrophc. w 

Ile~rt. 28:49; I~l;~b. 1:8).  b. 1~Ie flies in 
.c~idl~r:~vcri ancl cries with a lot~d voice in 
order that all that are on the earth niay 

~misonotrs oil. It presents sonie poisonons 
inflr~el~cr in the atmosphere. h. "And it 
fell upon the tlrirtl piart of tlrc rivc:rs, and 
upon the fountains of \\.atersw. 'This is 
the spbere of the third juclgr~ient in dis- 
tinction from the first (the land) ;~nd  tile 
secr)ntl ( tlrc seas) : t l ~ e  sweet xvatcrs, \vllich 
rnrri ;end beast drink. c. Tllr result: "and 
the third part of tlre \vatcrs I~ec:un~c 
\vor~n\vocd", ctc. Thc \{raters arcA poisoucd 
;ind many men tlie. 

.5. Irs. 1% The f o ~ ~ r t h  tn~mpet. a. "rind 
tlre forrrth nricel so~~ntlrtl ,  itntl tht. tliird 
p.ut of the sun \v;u xmittcn", ctc. Tlie 
fourth jutlgment ;~ffects the fir~na~~~c*rit  ;~ntl 
the hcavcnly Iu~ni~laries: sun. nloon icntl 
stirrs. They are "s~~~i t te~ l" ,  \\,it11 the rc-sult 
that for a third part they :Ire tlarketied. 
I,. The siplificuncc of this \\*ill 1w evident, 
if \\,c. considcbr 11ii;tt all life (of plitnts, 
;tni~nals, : L I I ~  1nt811) tIel>~nt1s 011 liglit and 
hcat. c. .-\]so this tr~~rnpc-t is not to 11c 
e\pl:rinctl allegoric;rlly (obscr~ratio~t of thc 
Clir~rch, \lolra~n~neda~isnr, ctc. ) 

Sotc 1. Tliat no al1ejioric;;tl interpre- 
tation is pmiiitted, is cvitlrnt fro111 thc 
tcaut itsclf. Evrrytlring le;lves the i~riprrssio~~ 
tint jr~dgmc.nts in the pliysic;tl iinivc-rsc* 
arc ~neirnt Irerc.. This is also rvidcnt from 
tlrt. n~~rnl,er four. Besides, the nllcjiorical 
interpretation opens so Inany possil~ilitirs, 
tliat csrgesis is g~~rss\vork. 

Note 2. \\re IIIIIS~ concvi\-e of thvsc* 
first four tn~~npe ts  as follo\ving one anotl~er 
in quick s~~ccession, so that their coml~i~~cd  
effects iirc. rrpon the eirrth at the S;IIIIC 

time. 'Plrry \\.ill i ~ ~ a ~ ~ g u r a t e  a pcriod of 
peat  siffering, f~ui~ine, pestilence, tlcatl~. 
.All human \\.isdo~n fails. Ant1 \\hat cclrr- 
fusion is \vro~rxht in the politic;~l ;ultl 
cw)nomic \\forld! 

hear lu~n. c. Hy .i tlrrc-efold "woe" tl~r 
lust three trunipets are c1i.u;rcterized its 

c.slwci.illy dreadfnl and tc.rrihlr. Tiley are 
"the thrt-e \\roes" (ch. 9:12: 11: l - t ;  15: 1- 
16:21\. 

2. Ch. 9:l-3.1: Thc so~crcc of t h e 
locusts: "z\ncl the fifth angel sot~r~cled", 
ctc. a. John beheld a star flcllcn (he does 
not see it fall; thc H.V. is corrrct) from 
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hc-avcl~ to tllc c;ut11. It is v c q  clear from 
the test that no literal star is meant, but 
some personill I~eirlg. ( 1 ) He bad already 
f;tllen. ( 2 )  The key of tllc I,otto~nlcss pit 
is @\,CII him. ( 3 )  He open9 the pit. IIence, 
sornc. evil angel, perhicps S;ltclrl. (Cf. cl!. 
1:?:1. 9, etc.). h. Hc reccivcs the. key, 
i.c. power to open the pit (from Cllrist!). 
Literidly \ye read "the key of tilt. pit ( tllc 
shaft) of the abyss". The nl))fss is Ilerc 
tllc prison of evil angels. c. \\'l~c.n t11c 
al)yss is opened ;I tllick s~ l~oke  (syml)olic 
of the. di~rkn'ss, cormlltion of tllr ;~llyss) 
ascc.llds out of the pit, ol~sc~~rirlg S I I I I  ii~ltl 
air. And out of the: slnoke loc~~sts iisccatl 
rlpotl the- e.,uth. They I~avc. the-ir origin 
ill tilt. dark prison of cle~l~o~ls. 

3. \'ss. 3 x 4 :  'The po\\,cr of t11chc locl&s: 
";und I I I I ~ O  ~ I IVI I I  \vas given potver", etc. 
I t  is \ vry e\idttnt fro111 their tlescriptiol~ ;IS 

\veil its from thcir origin thict no orclill;try 
I,K.IIS~S are to IIe thol~ght of. ;I. Their po\ircor 
ih likc that of the scorpions of thc earth, 
~uggesting that these ~oc~rsts are not of the 
caarth. ( vss. 3, 3, 10). 11. 'P11t.y ;trt. unlike 
ortlin:~r). locuhts in tllat they do not Ilurt 
vegetittion, vs. -I. c. Agi~in, notc t11:lt t11c.y 
hurt ungodly mcn only: ( 1 ) In that thc?y 
Ilurt n1c.n they differ from locr~sts. ( 2 )  
I3ut the fact that they hurt only the \vic*kc.tl, 
;inti cicnnot 1111rt thc~n thi~t ;Irr sc*illt~l. is 
premf that they callnot reprrsc.111 I I I ~ ~ I I  

(armics, JloIi;u~l~nc~tl;~ns, etc.), or c.vc.11 c.vil 
tlortrincs, 11erc.sics. vs. 4. ( For tile 111ci\rri11~ 

of tllosc. "thi~t have the se;~l of Go11 ill 

thtsir forchc.atls", sCe ch. 7: 1 ff. ). ti. F I I ~ -  
thc.r, that tllcy arc. ncitllcsr littaral Ic~cllsts 
nor 111~~11, is evident fro111 the fact tl~at thry 
cannot kill but only callse terri1)le ton~~c-nt 
likr tli;~t citrlsc.d by t11c. striking of n 
scorpion, v2. .5. c.. So clrc.atlfu1 is the 
toniwnt they cause thi~t ( 1 )  hlrn pnsfer 
clc.ntlr to life: "in tl~ose d;lys nlen sllall 
seek death.. . anrl shall dchsirc to die". 
( 5 ) Tct, they shall "not fiiitl it . . . ant1 
dvntl~ shall flee from theni." vs. 6. E. 
They have. Im\ver to tonncnt men "fivc- 
months", i.e. the f11l1 sewon in wl~icl~ 
locusts appear. vss. 5, 10. 

1. Vss. 7-10: The description of these 
locusts. Also from t l ~  description, though 
in genc*r;tl dcri\.cd from the fonn of locr~sts- 
it is evitlrnt lhicl they rtSprrsent othrr being? 
Brsitlcs, thr* fimrative dcscriptio~~ symbol- - 
icc~lly drscrilws their characstcr. a. Their 
gnlcaral appearance is l i t -  tl~:~l: of horsc*s 
( loc~~sts r rse~nl~lc  Ilorses) prc,I);~rctl for bat- 
tle: t11c sl~irit of rcirr or~d cori(~test. b. On 
tlleir heatls tiicy \veicr cro\vns of gold: the 
spirit of atnbition and potcer. c. Their fiicrs 
werc! like the fwes of mcn: hrintnr~ irltelli- 
g o u v ,  ttiistlor~r, ~~l~ilosol~lty. d, They Ilave 
Iloir ns tllc 11;iir of \\*omen: tlre .spirit oj Itrat, 
.so~s~rulity, c. They Iratl teeth likr thc teeth 
of lio~ls: tllc sl~irif of clecotrrirg appetite. 
grec>r/, ~~e~ueto~rstlt~ss. f. And thry  corlstihl tc 
;I 111igIrty and irresisti1)le ;\nny: they had 
I~re~tstplates as it \vc.rc the 1)reastplatc.s of 
iron. :\ntl tile sorlnd of their wings \\,;IS as 
the sollntl of chicriots of n~:cny 1iorsc.s run- 

ning to Inttle. g. It is significant, no doubt, 
t l i a ~ t  they hurt with thcir tails, in \s.luch 
:Ire sti11xs. \.s. 10. For this sginifirs that 
the. tom~ent they c;iusc* is r:~tllrr the resl~lt 
of their gc.urral operation i~nd influrnce, 
tI~c- after~ni~th. 

5. \Is. 1 1 .  Tlic kine of thcse locusts. z 
.* 

T11e.y have :I king ovrr tllc.n~. ( 1 ) \\'I. kno\v - 

from otllcr parts of Scriptr~rt. that also 
evil iui1gc.1.; 11i1vc thrir "pri~~cip;~lities arld 
po\vers". ( 2 )  511 also here. Tlresc- "locusts" 
llnve their king and lit: leitds tllelri to 
I>;~ltlc.. 11. 'Tllc nalne of the Lil~g. \vho is 
t h e  "i1ogc.1 of t11e 1)ottonlless pit" is ( 1 ) In 
IIc~l~ro\\, -il~atldon, in Grecak .+\pollyon. ( 2 ) 
Both nwicn: conuption, drstnlction. 

?Tote: From the entire description it is 
evident tllat these locusts represent a host 
of evil spirits, denlons, that are released 
at their o\vn time to play upon the evil 
I11\ts of men, and to leave suffering and 
dc.q>air in their \vake. Cotl gi\-es IIICII over. 
St.c. I\o~n. 1:"ff. 

6. \'s. 12: The pnssi~gc~ closes with an 
O I ~ ~ I I ~ ) I I S  annou~~cernent hilt one \voe is past 
and th;~t hvo illore woes l1111st IIe e\-pected. 

1. \'ss 13-1.5: ''dhcl \vhen thc siytl~ iulgel that is before God, vs. 13. Of the altar n.2 
sounded" etc. a. John heard a voice (liter- rc..ttl 1)efore: ch. G:9 (tbc sods undcr tl 
ally \TT read in thr original "onc voice") altar), 8:3, 3 (the prayers of the snintr 
from the four horns of tbr goltleil altar offered on the altar). ( 2 )  Here it ik 
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definitc4y the illtar of i ~ t c ~ t ~ s e  that is meant. 
(3) The voirr procceds fro111 the four 
hortis of the altar. 0 1 1  the horns the 11lood 

-d :itonenlent was spri~lklcd (Lev. 16:18, 
19). l'he voicc is tltc:refore tlrc voice of 
the! blood of Christ! Ilis I~looil is corn- 
manding an act of \reilgeilncc-, I)rcar~sr it 
has hcen tran~gletl u ~ ~ d e r  foot (see vss. 
20, 21). 1). "Soyittg to t l r r  s i ~ t l ~  augc!l," 
etc. The trumpet ;tngc*l rc.ccivc.s the coni- 
mand to loosc thc four iing(>ls tlrat are 
l)o~tnd in thc great rive-r Ei~pli~atc.~. (1) 
The four at~gc.ls hrrr arc e\idc*ntl\. \\.icked 
imgrls, for t1rc.y irre I ~ o ~ ~ n t l .  ( 2 )  Their 
numher (four) snggcsts that tlrey Iiavr ;I 

tvork to perfon~r that cotlcrms nll tltc e;rrth. 
( 3 )  T1i:lt they :Ire. l~oiintl signifies that 
they ci~tmot ;~ccon~plish this \vork ilntil 
Christ pem~its t11e11i attd sentls them out. 
They ;lrc. prt~servecl in r~liai~ts ulitil the v e n  
''hol~r ili~d day ilnd mo~tth and year". Thc 
tvork of Christ ~ n r ~ s t  hi, clone in lIis o\vn 
proper timc. vs. 15.  ( 4  ) 'I'ht! Script~~ral 
meaning of thr rivcbr I<npl~r;~tc.s is thnt it 
tvas the bo1111d:iry I)rt\\*rer~ 1sr;tc.l ;tncl the 
I~eathen \vc~rlcl: s,.~~~holically: lltc line of 
separation het\vc*en thr C11ristii1-1 (c~~~t\r :~rcl-  
Iv) u.orld ;~ntl tlic. "n:~tioi~s 111i1t ;ire on 

*ire fo~lr cortlrrs of tllc* r;~rth". ( 5 )  The 
.mgels have power to kill one tl~irtl of tnen 
(one third, its in the first foi~r tr~uilpets, 
and in tlistinction from the fort11 sci~l, sijini- 
fying: niorc tlii~n ~lsual, little more tliat~ 
o t ~ r  fourth). *l'lrr)- do this, ho\vcvCr, not 
tlirc.ctly, but by gatllc:ri~~g tile forc*c.s tlint 
are described in the follo\ring vrrsc.s (see 
ell. 16:12-1~3; 2O:l-10). 

Z Vss. 16-10: 'I'lie descrip~io~l of thr 
triple tt~onsters. ".Aritl the ntrn1l)t.r of tlie 
;irlny of tbt. horsemcn were t\vo Ilclntlred 
tl~or~s;md" etc. :I. John I>eliolds a Ire~t~cn- 
tlol~s lost of cavalry. Hc especii~lly \tresses 
that Ile heard thcir nu~iil~er: t\vo Ir~~riclred 
tnillion. 1). As to th(.ir ;lppeitr;unce \\re itlay 
notice that thvir tlcscription is given in 
triplc.ts o f  dctails: t l~rec sets of thrc.c?: ( 1 ) 
They arrt a coml)inatiou of 11orsc.s (cel~cral 
appei~rance), lions (their hc*i~ds) and ser- 
pents (their tails). vss. 17. 19. ( 9 )  'I'he 
color of the I>rc;rstpl:ttes: fire (retl; t l~ i tk  
of thr rrtl horse of cli. 6 ) ;  jacintlr (very 
(lark purple, like smoke; think of tllc bl;rck 

diorsc. of ch. 6 ) ;  ;urtl I)ri~nstoiie (Icnion- 
cllow; cf. the pi~le green horse of ch. 6) .  

(3 )  ticcordingly. out of Llreir m o ~ ~ t h  issues: 
fire, smoke, and brimstone. c. \Vc. Inay 

notice ffrirt11c.r: ( 1 )  That Inen \rsc.rc Lillecl 
by the firc., .;rnoLe and brit~lstot~e that 
isst~r.s of tlic-ir ~noitths, ;end thiit, tl1ert4'ore, 
it is said that their po\vcbr is in tlreir rno~ith. 
vss. 18, 19. (-2 ) Th;~t their po\vibr, lio\\.cvcr. 
is also in their tails, for they \\,(.re ser- 
wnlike and 11;ttl serpent heads. vs. 19. 

Note. Tlrc cluestion is: \\,hut is rcpre- 
sented 11y this infcmal looking host? \Vr 
rnay answer, negitti\,cly: ( 1 ) Tllnt they do 
not reprrsr~it spirits, demons, :u clicl the 
loc-usts of the fiftli tr~lrnprt. 'I-hcy Itrc., 
indecrl, mnrsltalled throltgh the influrtice 
of thc. fclur ;~ngc.ls that \\'ere ho~~nt l  in the 
river Eul)hri~tes, Ilr~t they then~selvcs nre 
riot spirits, for they kill men. ( 2 )  Srithrr 
(lo they represent ar1nic.s of mcn ;IS such. 
;iltho~~gh the gathering of armies is certainly 
cunncutttd with tl& plague. Thc description 
of this ltost forbids to think of titere nmrics. 
Antl, positively, \vc- iniry reply &hilt they 
represent a co~trl~in;~tiorl xnd more terril~le 
~~~anifcsti~tion of the. rc.tl, 1)lnck ant1 p;ile 
I~orscs of clt. 6; thi~t is: ( 1  \ii;lr (the 
1;attlr horse ;~ntl the color of retl sytnboliz- 
ing iingc~r, ir;~loc~sly, vrllce;lncc: Ps. .39:3; 
.i7:1; i8:2; 79:.i; Jvr. 12:l).  ( - 2 )  Fcin~ine 
;tntl ilt=solation ( t11c. dc.vor~ring lion, the 
color of i;iciritl~. tlle stnokc (Isa. 34:10; 
Lam. 1:8; .5:8) .  ( 3 )  Pc.stilcncc* air(\ dc~itth 
(the srrprnt, tlrr srilph~~r arid the color of 
I)rimstonr ( I?z. 38:22 ). Hence: war, fam- 
ine, pestilence on a &Teat sciile, worltlwide 
in smpe, kill the third part of tnen. 

Apart from Christ, yorrth is  a dream 
Of ca5tles in the air, 

\\.hiell, wl~en the I>ui\tlrr fain \vould grasp, 

,\part  fro^^^ Clrrist, n1rrrt11ood'.s a fight 

Of battles 1wvr.r won, 

I\ fcverisll hirste to fitrislt tasks 

\\'hich still ren~.iin r~ndone. 

;\part fro111 Christ, old age iq lwt 
.i tlisnppoir~tnicnt kcell, 

Rc.~rrorse nt dceds dol~e :und undone, 
.\ntl tlint \vhicli might 11;ive been. 
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CURRENT COMMENTS 

JIM JONKER 

Therc oncc \vas ;I littlc boy who tlitl not 
likc the nei~hborhood 1111lly. 'I'lii Imy :?nd 
a fc.\v of his frientl.; 11rgan ;I ficlit \\,it11 ti115 
b ~ ~ l l y  and his zang. S~~rpr i s i~~gly  C-I ICII I~I~ ,  
they \vc.re s u ~ ~ e s s f i ~ l .  l311t. iu is us~~ally t h ~ ,  
cit\c. the little I~oy, Ilusl~ed wit11 success, got 
ti \\veiled head. Thr fc*eli~tg of potrer \r;~s 
ttu) nnle11 for hi111. f Ie Iwcicnle a l11111y 
h i ~ ~ ~ w l f .  

i\ giiullt, \rutchi~ig t l l r  little 110s. ;it first 
\\.:I.\ ;~lnusc.d. then st;~rtlctl, ~ I I C L I I  slrock~'d, 
t111.n tli.;g~~stetl ;c~id ;ulgn tvith SIICII  chilelisl~ 
:ultics. Tl~c. little Iwy at first let thr gi;unt 
alone. But ;IS 11e 1wgi111 fc.c*lhig {trt~ngc.r, Ire. 
11rg;in to t;1111lt the giic~rt. \listilkr~rly t;iking 
the gi:~r~t's tolcr;u~cr for a h i p 1  of \\~caknrss, 
lit- Err\\- 1mlclc.r Imltlvr ;IS c.;~clr nc*\r. 

pr:111k c;i\,cS hi111 liiore fa1111- i t ~ l ( l  1111 rc-~ril)~~- 
tion h~llo\vc~d. The. qi ;~r~t  \\.;IS in ;I ( l i l t - ~ i l ~ ~ ~ ; ~ .  

Slloultl 111. let t l ~ r  pr;u~k\ . i t a t  \vorscs :u~el 
\\.orsc. or. shnulrl lie scizc t l ~ c  ri~scill I>c:twc~.l, 
his th11111l) ilncl for(.fingvr ;lrrd crusll hi111 to :I 

lifcless hlc)l)? If h r  follo\vrtl t l ~ e  lint collrsc., 
lie c o ~ ~ l d  \t~fft.r 11i111s'lf. If Ile clid the lir~~cl., 
111. \\.;I\ cc~rtitin to bc. procl;rir~~etl a In~lly 
ant1 lo>r his alrc~ady-fi~clinn rep~~tation. 

To ~nnkt. m;ctters \\.orse, giunt's ~ri\,;tl 

cicllle to s~~plmr t  the little. Iacl, took hi111 
under l i  \villi!. iintl \vi~rnetl the giimt lo 
kc.cI> llantls off. Tlic gi;~nt tlicl llot ~ I I I I \ \ .  
\vl~at to t l c ~ .  

0 0 0  

In 2Otl1 cvnt11n \\,11rIc1. ch;~r;~cl~:riz~-cI 
11y constant change, \\it11 1n;uly co~~ntric.s 
full of unrc>st ;mtl lwiling xvitli rc.~.ol~:tior~. 
fc\\, ilicid1.11ts Iliive dr;livn tl~c! att15ntic111 of 
ollr conntn so forcefully as tlre cll;l~~fir in 
tl~c. government of Cul~i~.  Tlic Anlc.ric;ls. t\\w 
coutinmts officinllj. t~~~touclrt*cl 11). COII I I I I I I -  
nism. \rert. IIegirlning to feel ~ ~ n c o ~ ~ ~ l o r t i ~ l , l ~ .  
a, tlrcair nr\v xleighl>or pro~~tlly E;I\V l~is 
h o ~ ~ s e  11 coat of rc*d pilit~t. 

Tliiy new neighbor was none ot11c.r tliicn 
Fidel Ca,tro. 'I'bt- s ton  of his riscb to po\\v<r 

i~ntl his sht.nnnigans thereafter is it11 inter- 
rsting s t o ~ .  With a sn~all I~antl of discon- 
Icl~ts, ri-ccivinp ;I little s~~gpclrt from v;~riot~s 
sourcrs, Fitlcl srt ( J I I ~  to nvcrtl~row dicti~tor 
Ijatihta. prc~lai~ning tl~iit ht. \voultl I~ring 
lilxarty i~nd frec.~lol~~. S~~rlirisingly, he \\.a\: 
\ I I C C I . S ~ ~ I I ~ .  Bati\t;i fled tlie co1111w ant1 left 
his 111ansio11 to n group of l>e;~rtletl, cicar- 
s~~l~ lk inu  nlcn in clirtl- . - \ ~ I I I ~  f;~tigrlcs. 

T11r Unitcad States kept o t ~ t  of thc qu;rrrel. 
It c11111cl not ittl'ord to s ~ ~ p p o r ~  Ihtista if liis 
t lo~l~n was c n r ~ ~ i t ~ g  iu~tl i t  coulcl h;trdly 
support >I rcl~elliorr ;~gair~st :III c-~iiting 
frie~ldly govcrnlnent. U1101lici;rlly I~o\\rc.vcr. 
111tuiy r\n~crican\ \\,err vcar). s)i~~pc~thetic to- 
\\.arc1 Fidrl. their pictriotic I ~ l d  being 
stirred 1-aclr t i ~ ~ ~ e  they thoc~ght of freetlo111 
\ \ r i ~ ~ n i ~ ~ g  ovc-r ;I dictator. hli~ny of the111 r t . 4  
ioicc.d \vhc~r the rebr.13 fillally ttx~k ~nntrol. . , I he first inkling Illat ;rll \\.;IS 11ot ;I\ it \\,;IS 
ho11c.d calrlc. \\,it11 Fitlcl's progr;unls of re- 
for111. I-lis n1t11lt.s~ killing of Batista's fol- 
lo\\rc.rs. often ztfter ;I poor c.snlst. for a trial, 
.;l~~~ckt.cl Il,ilny. His f;tilrirc. to call a prom- 
isrtl election and his li1111r rc%hon ("It  
\vo~~ldn't I I ~  fair: I'ti \\,in : ~ n ~ \ v i t y " )  r;~isecl 
rnclrcn \rrontlcri~~g eyebrows. Soon there \v;ts 
r ~ o  doul~t \vherc. 11c was lic;~tling, tlie zov- 
c-r~~lncnt seizetl ;11111ost ;111 the Ii~nd to redis- 
hil)tttr ;Illlong the pc.oplc. iilld ;IS 11lt11ti- 
million dollar industneb \\.ere taken over. 

'I'llis led to I& prescul conflict \vitlr thc 
U. S.. A~ncricu had invi.stecl 11e;~vily to I~uilcl 
up Cr~l,an industr). r\s their property was 
I>cinp stolc~i. the :\mcric;uns prc~tested. B I I ~  
Castro \ v o ~ ~ l d  listen to no one. Hc instead 
tur~ied upon the Uniteti States illid niaclc it 
liis sc;llwgoat and thv c;~usc. for all 1 ~ s  
tro~lblt-. If anything \vent \ n o ~ i g  in C ~ ~ b a n  
affairs. Fitlcl \voultl raut nnd r;we for hours 
on T.\'. ant1 Icvcl fant;tstic c11nrgc.s against 
thc* U. S.. \\'hen it bec;~nie itppnrent thatA 
C;c.;tro-inspired rrbcL\ \vcre tlirmte~ling otl~c 
Latin Anlrrici~n countries ;u~tl t l ~ e  11. S. 
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Nitvy bcgan l)atrolling t l ~ e  Ci~ril)l~c.ar~, Inore 
chirrgcs \\.crc hurletl. Tl~t .  conflict Irad 

@c>;whed its aridt.st point a l~or~ t  i~ 111onth ago 
s President Eiscnho\\.t~r, i r~  ordr*r to bc 

itble to give fctlt.r;~l aid to C111r:un refugees, 
declared  cub;^ to co~nmu~~ist  corltrolletl. 

Alany, Ijut their n111nl,c>r is con\tantly 
chninishing, 11;tvc predictctl the tlo\\,nt'all of 
Cactro. Dict;~lors, they s;~y, 11:1vt. ;I I~ i~b i t  of 
getting I)o~~nced d o \ \ ~  thrre. Crnclot~l~tcdly, 
Fitlel hiis ~rolrlc~ns. Fir~ancii~lly, his to~~r i s t  
tratlc a r~d  export tracle to the Cr. S. hiivc 
fallen shinply. Cul)am moncy iiud long-tcm~ 
I~ouds ;ire pr;~ctically wortl~les~. lJolitic;~lly. 
l ~ e  too is pl:tguetl hy co~~ntcbr-rc\,ol~~tionurics 
\vho, i~ltlior~gh at present scarcely 11 thrcict, 
.\er.111 to givc. lliln const:t~~t tro111)1v. IIeliqi- 
ously, his has rlilf'iculties \vith tlrc po\\~erful 
Ro~nan Cotl~olic churcl~. 

But :is his prol)lc*ms are increi~si~~g. so is 
his strcangtli. Iris h ~ d v  \\*ith R~~ssin iurtl lied 
Chinil is bt-gin~iin~ to repli~ccb Iiis f o n ~ ~ e r  
U. S. trade. Hc 11:ls l)c.c!r~ sullpli~.d \vith 

iirlirs, so t l ~ ; ~ t  the Cuh;rrt army is orle of thc 
most Im\\*erful in Latin .41nrric;1. Deslritc. 
some ck\content, most of the CII~XIIIS cl~~itc: 
\villingly p ~ ~ t  up \vitl~ him and mitny ~ \ d ~ o  
have gained ~ ~ n t l c r  his rcgimc litlil h i n ~  as 
their hrro ;~ncl sin-iour. l'he opposition of 
thr cl111rch has so far prnsrccl quite int.ffvc- 
tive. 1)ict:itors in L;itin America have oftt.11 
IK-n ~~prootcd, but thesc. did not havr lh(. 
511plmrt of tlre ~ w \ \ ~ e r h ~ l  com~nr~nist system. 

Sngge\tiorrs regardins the h;~nt l l in~ of 
G ~ ~ t r o  have rangcad froin dropping ;in atom 
tmmh ;~ncl o l ~ l i t e ~ t t i ~ ~ g  the. cr)urrtry to incrt.ly 
torpedoing the island ;~nd  \vatchinc it sink. 
\\'hilt. it is doul)tful that our govcLrnnlc.lrt 
\viU pllnlle ;111y couuw huch as this, the 
great prol)le~n reniains ant1 our nc.\\. atlnlin- 
istratiorl \rill h;~\rc- its I~itnds fi~U in deiili~~g 
with the situatio~r. CII~);I is inrportnnt in 
our defrnse set-IID: \\'e a r c -  In' no rnealrs 
rc.:~dy to give up our ~titvi~l ba\e loci~tc.il 
tllerc.. 1311t t l ~ e  thorn in the giant's sitk is 
bcgi~ming to ft-ster. \\ 'h;~t \\.ill hc (lo? 

Conditional Conleasion 
WAYNE LANNING 

Sot\v that catec:his~ns hiivc. stirrtetl itwin, 
thoughts \vill Ije  urni id once marc. to the 
sr~hjt-ct of confrssion of fclitli. .\I:III!~ y o n ~ ~ g  
ncople rio\v in their s c ~ ~ i o r  yeill- in high 
school will he consitlerin:: this " ~ I I I I I I I ~ "  

occasion. They no\\, feel that t l~ ry  h;~ve 
colnc of age and are c.rl)ec-tccl to corlfc.ss 
tlleir faith. Ho\r~rvcr, this is csri~ctly \vl1;1t 
thcy should rlnt Ire thinking. .l'11;1t ;~ttitude 
is basecl on a falsc itlea of orle's pt~hlic con- 
fc*ssion and can bc l l i ~ r ~ i ~ f l ~ l  to I)citl~ the p ~ o -  
plc ancl the occaion. It ste~ns from tradi- 
tion then, rather th;m fro111 the hc:;~rt. It 
dso  sernis rather peculiar that ;111 pcuople 
shoi~ld dccide to co~lfcss at th(. siinle age. 
.ire Iiu~nans th;lt r~r~ifornl? Of course not! 
Therc~fore, all age v;iri;~tion in confcsssion 

q f  faith also seems qc~itc logical. 
One of the reiisons for this "trend" is hc- 

eiruse our catcchisrn is so closely ur~itctcl with 
public profession. One is not espectetl to be 

ready for l,ul>lic confession 11nti1 he has coni- 
plctcly mast(-recl thc entire doctrine of ollr 
c1111rches :untl thiq ci~ru~ot be :rcco~r~plisllcct 
until lie has complc.tecl his fonnal c;ttc~chisn~. 
13ut just \\.hat does :I person p~~hlicly con- 
fess, t11;lt lie 11:w 11ow 111i~sterc.d the doc- 
trines of orrr c1111rch or that he "brlieves on 
the Lord J c s ~ ~ s  Christ" and hinr cn~cifietl? 
Confession sho11lc1 not depend upon how 
~ni~c l i  kno\vletlgc~ a person has acquired, but 
\inlply on tlic opc~mtion of thc Spirit in 
his Ircnrt. The c;~tecliism ;~ntl co~lfessio~~ 
shor~lcl he cntirely sep:ir;~tc. 

'h is  sepi~c~tion thew, does not rllean that 
thv Ir:ir~~ing of cloctrine .;houltl I)e s l ~ u n ~ ~ e t l  
or tvcn minunizcd, bnt o111y th:~t it shot~ld 
not bc the I~asic rccluiri=n~ent for p ~ ~ b l i c  con- 
fession of faith. Tliis tlwn \voulil :tlso tr.ntl 
to destroy the idva of age groups. 'rhc. 
Spirit does not \vork ill the Ixc;~rt of any ccr- 
tain ;age group, Irut upon c-scll person in&- 
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\<dually. Confession will then beconre .I 

desire of d ~ e  heart and could take pl;~ce at 
variol~s ages. 

If ;I set progr;ull of catecl~ih~~r \rFrrca rstidl- 
lisl~ecl, requiring all people to at tend, \vitl~ 
no cl~ro~~olopic;~l prild1111ti011 di~te, tllc COII- 

f e s< io~~ coultl he tlren rn;~de ;it nrly time \vitl~ 
c;~tcrlrisl~~ contiur~ed even ;Iftcnvards. 'I'his 
\voultl also end the all too popr~liir irlc;~ thi~t 
ciitecllis~~i ends \\.hen pu1)Lic co~lfession is 
m;rde. C;ttechisn~ is; not only for cl~iltlrcnl No 

man is ho holy that IIC no longer ncrds ill- 

stnrction ill God's \\'ortl. Catc.chisn1 is dso 
tllc prrarhing of t l ~ r  \Vord, and no on- 
\\*o~~ltl cli~rc* to si~y t11;tt he is no longi*r i 
~~c.(:d of tllc prmching - would lip? 

This separi~tion of catc*chisni :and con- 
fc*ssion, thc+refore, would the11 tvnd to de- 
stroy the fillst: concepts of catecllisnl \\.hiell 
Ili~ve ;risen i111cl \\.auld ;ilso provide our cov- 
er~anf youth with thc opportuuity to p111)licly 
cc~nfcss their fitith, regardless of their age. 

TRUTH vs. ERROR 

the modernistic 

REV. R .  C. HARBACH 

I STRODUCTIOS 
T l ~ e  ration;~li\tic scl~ool of Hiblici~l crlti- 

cisnr cl;&ns that in ;uld after tht. I'rotisti~nt 
Refomlation th t~  development of Bil~lici~l Ibis- 
torical and literary s t~~dies  \\,ins rnot possiljlc 
11ec;iusr of tlic. doctri~~al intoler:uni.e of the 
1'rotest;lnt Tlleologians. Honi;~nism also 11;lrn- 
ptrc-d ittl\.sr~ce in this cliri.ction \\,it11 its 
cxnnn of the Cocmcil of Trent ( IS-l(i), 
\\.hicl~ pn)hil~itcul not only ot11c.r sliatlcs of 
i~~tcrpret;ation, b~ t t  ot11a.r thinking. 130111 130- 
~nitnis~n ;~ncl Prote.\ta~rtis~n I~acl contril~i~ted 
to intt.llech~;~l st;tgn;~tion. 1'rolest;tnts \\it11 
their insihtence on thc doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith, and their basic principle of an 
al>solute pretlestinarian tl~eology \\.ercS rc.illly 
no bcttrr t l r a ~ ~  the Rolnarrists with ~ l ~ c i r  
p;ipistical contlcn~nntion of thc: Copcmican 
theory of thr t~rliversc ( 1616), and tlie lu- 
quisition's denunciation of Calileo as "\.c.hr- 
mcntl>- sr~spcctrd of liercsy," logrth( r \\.ith 
thc si~ppression of his sciei~tific fil~di~lgs. 
This unl>earablc conclition i l l  tllesi: [\yo al- 
rliost antipotla1 circles kept the cl~~~rcl ies  for 

rc.nturic.s in n bihliolatro~~s strait-j;ickct. 
Tl~is attitutlc is still rc4erterl ap~inst  the 

i~~vc*stisator \vho stancls in tl1r linr of the 
Heforn~ntion, re~arcling hi~n ;IS i l  scriot~s hin- 
clri~ncc to h . c  tlio~~ght, a t ~ d  ;I ~ri~ive, s ~ ~ r r r p -  
titions i~nd 11;llf-bilked \votilcl-be student as 
con~perc-d to the intelli~ent, logical, campre- 
he~~sivc. and scholarly critic. Tl~is contention 
is r~ot :~llogrtl~er npithollt fot~ntlation in f;lct. 
11s ;t11 too often the ortllotlos scholar has 
cit11c-r ignored or r~nd~restimated the ration- 
i~listic pri~~ciples of intrrl)ret;~tion. Doing so. 
he errs, 111;ikng it i~~lpossildi. for l1i111 to 
Lnotv thc enemy position of "Inigher criti- 
cis~n." and co~~~cqucnt ly  to ondersta~~d thc 
1110~[ifi(-d   ID^ s111)tler l~osition c ~ f  eontempo- 
r n n  ( . n c ~ l ~ i c .  He is ;I poor soldirr of Jesus 
CI~rist wvho neither knotvs nor cares \\.llerc* 
;~ntl ho\\~ tllc enelllies of Scripti~rc tnnh arc 
e ~ ~ ~ ~ l a c r d .  \\?bile lie ndtliJ~.nw\,s to the snug 
( srnug? ) security of Ius "YIaginot" ( inla& 
inc-tl inv~~lncnl)ility), dl(: ellenly out-0anh 
Ily-p;~sses and t~ncleri~lincs his whole caiue. 
Hc I~os made it eahier for r~nbelief in its 
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inni~~t~cral>le fom~s to i~ifiltrn~e tho ranks of 
the church, a ~ ~ t l  rsyccrirnccs ;I tlcfclat without 

/"' 
Battle. T n ~ t l ~  is fallen in tlle trcet! Faith 
I the ii'orcl of Goel is lost; the- Christian 

cvorld and life view I>lo\vn ilwny 1,y the con- 
fusing tincls of p11ilo.sopliical i~~:ii~ities. l lany 
a citadel may s t a  stand, 1>r1t t l r t .  sentries 
are gone, the rnurlitions plirndr~.c.tl, the war- 
rior.~ clcntl, - a cllere shell. The kcrncl of 
truth l~ns Ix-eri surrt~nd'rrcl in I l r c .  intercst of 
coufomiity to the \vorlcl. Taking the whole 
amlor of Gocl rrqnircs kno\ving your sword, 
- and your enemy! 

. i t  thc outset n,e ~nrrst distillzr~ish 11e- 
tween Biblical criticism and Bil~lic;~l invt-sti- 
gation. Critics of God's iVortl we arc* not; 
hut investiga1ol.s of it. l lcrc Inen c;tnnot 
actually criticize Elis IVorrl, l ~ u t  :Ires tlre 
rather criticized by it, since it is ''a disccrucr 
(critic) of the tl~ouxhts ;rod intents of dre 
I~enrt" ( fIel). 4:l"). \Vc. nrc3 comin:u~detl to 
it~\.estigi~lc the \Vord, "Se;lrch thr S<,riptures 
. . . for they are t11c.y which testify of Xlc." 
'The p~rrpose of such iovcstigatior~ is to ap- 
prchtLnc1 the gift of eternal lifv (Jn.  5:39 ). 
13iMe sl~idy, tlirn, is not criticisn~; i t  is 
Biblical rrsearc11.l Tlit- Christian rcsct;rrc.l~er 

~ , o n f c s s e s ,  "1 l,elievc, therefore I invttstigatt.." 
'he critic says, "I in\restici~te in order to 

clc~terniine n~l~ether I sh;~U ivant to lielicvc.." 
\Ire shall esiin~iuo 15iblic;tl rriticis~n, how it 
operates, note its ~xffort to tlel(*r~~rinc \vht:thrr 
the m'1nuscripts of thc Scripture\ urc. histor- 
ically ohiective iu~tl accui~itc~, \\~hcthrr the 
varior~s book* nrerc :~clrrally \r-ritlrn I)?. thr 
alleged author\, \vIirtl~t.r the \vrilin.qa orig- 
iri;ttrci from the limes they have bee11 
t l ~ o i ~ d i t  to Iravc 1,ec.n origina~r:cl, and to 
completely rationnlizc ( I~ltmanizr. ) thc su- 
pernat~~ral Christian faith. \'Ye tlo so rrntler 
tile following 1reac.l~: *-I. Ils EIistory aud Con- 
tent, ancl B. Its Tcncle~lcies and Trentls. 

A. ITS HISTORY AN11 COXTENT 
1. Its Origi~rs crt~cl Deceloj~rrtcrrt 
The origin of this nrctllod of irrte~prctir~y: 

thr Old Testamcrrt bcgnrr irriih hstrtrc, a 
Paris physician to Louis XI17 (1753), \vllo 
nsmr med that Genesis \\-as n~ritlcn 13)- t\vo 
diffc.rent authors. Ile clrc\t; this conch~sion 
from the intrrmittcnt use iu tile 11ook of the 
two divine nanles, Elohim a ~ l d  ]chov;~h. 
*,!ater, Eichhom ( 1781 ), independently of 

S~NC,  also thought t11ei-c. were hilo clisli~lct 
manuscripts \vl~clr co~nposed Genesis. itnd 
~upposcci then1 to Ipe tliatinguished not only 

by these name?; of God, 1)ut by two distir~ct, 
separ;~tr lite.ran. styles and voc;~hul:~ries. 
This idea further aclvi~nced in De IVette, 
\vho adclecl the contention that thc Book of 
Deuteronomy was so different in style and 
cpocal~nlary fro111 the rest of the Poitirtetrch 
that it conltl uot possjl~ly have bcerl written 
in the Pentateuchal period, in fact, no c:;~rlier 
than Josiah's reign, and so is a "piio~~s 
fraud." Deuteronomy to this evc>lutior~ctry 
critical school was too literi~rily advallced to 

he from the time of >lose$. 
In 1833, Htrpfelcl thcsorized tl~;\t Genrsis 

~ v i ~ s  composrd in part 11:- a priest c o n ~ ~ i l , ~ ~ -  
tor, thus sr1gge9tii1r! a tlurcl \\7itc1 in atldi- 
tion to the aforemmtioned writer of the 
I~aok. .Astrue drsiguntc-cl hi\ wrritel-s as E 
a d  J, for t l ~ e  Elolristic writer nncl the Jc- 
I~ovistic writer, the former pres~lr~~ecl to IN: 
tlie earlier,? datiuc, as \va\ thc-orizrd, not 
from l1osc.s' day, l ~ u t  near to thr period of 
the J~lclges. Hupfeld designated this pric-stly 
st-ction in the book P, and dated it as conr- 
ins from the esile. 

Grid, in 1856, claimecl dl:tt the micldlr 
sections of the Pctntatcwch \\.ere written ill 

the: period of t l ~ e  exile. iVt~Uharlsrn, iIgreta- 
ing wit11 Kuenen ;uld Hich~n. adopted the. 
hypothesis that ell the Elohistic sections of 
the hooks of Xlosrs came frorn thr post- 
exilic period. This bet.iu~te the 1)asis of thc 
Gral-\\:ellhaoscn theory of Gcnnan "hig!lVr" 
criticism. 

Irater c;tme up \\1fl1 the idca that tile five 
hooks of XIosc-s, and particularly Genesis, 
\\.ere constr~tctecl frorn some major clncu- 
tnents not only, hut also from n x i q  smaller, 
clisconnected fragments. S o t  only clid 11e 
conceive of SII ch "~ritu>fis" :IS E, J, P, etc., 
brtt also thought of E as not achtdly olle 
sole contribr~tor, but as at lriat four lllorr 
of the saine Elohistic school, so that we 11;lvc 
El, EL, E3, ;anti Eq doc~rments. Later srhoiars 
saw in the .I sections 11ot only the work of 
one single Jehovistic writer, hut \\-hat thry 
twk to be etidcnce of lllultiple authorsl~ip. 
desi_cniitrd J1, 11, J A ,  Jd. Other schol;~rs also 
tlesigriated thc P sections into different c;ltr- 
gories as, P, PP, Ph. and P-. .All this lq-pothesis 
is ostensibly traceable throl~gh complicatrd 
fal~ricatiorrs run~ling tl~rougl~out the Penta- 
teuch. 'This is the partitionist or fragn1c.11- 
tary theory of Scriph~rc. It nras s~r!)se- 
epently emphasized its the clocr~mentary thc- 
ory. 'These fmg~ncnts were pieeed togetlter, 
Chinese puzzle fashion, Iiy a string of un- 
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kno\vr~ c~ditors c;tlletl rc=tl;tctors i~nd desig- 
nated R, \vl~icl~ eventually came to represe~rt 
n ~n)-riacl of conlpilers of almost xstronon~ical 
prr>portions . In this way. no part of thv 
Bil~le hiis been left ~~ntor~cllecl by the ration- 
alist critics, but has 1,cu.n so sl~retlded tli; l t  
it is in that c011ditio11 no longer recogniz;~l~lr-. 
undcrstnnd;~l,lr or rc.spc.ct;tblt*.3 

\lore recently, all tllcsc previous t hcwrics 
hiive given tvay to it certain c:sti-111 to all- 
other \vIiich divides the books of the Old 
Tcst;~mcnt into hvo bi~sic p;~rts, tlre one 
idc-ntifietl 111- t l ~ c  singulirr I)ronotlns (tllou, 
etc.), ;cncl t11c. otl1c.r 1)). thr pronouns 
( ye, etc. ). 

Rut does t l ~ e  cu>ploy of s11c11 gra~~~mitticnl 
c~~nstn~ct ion point to t\\,o difkrent eloc~l- 
menth (or ;iuthors. \vriters) of Scriplnrt!? 
.\I:iy not the di5co11rsr. \vlrcw in tlrc: ~ I I I I . ; I ~ ,  
bc. tlircr.ted to tht. cntirr orgi~nisnl of the 
ellurch, and \vhm using s ing~~l i~r  tc*r~,linc~ll)~): 
bc. dirt-ctetl to the intliviclual? Thcrc is IIO 

nccc.ssity in assu~~ling do~~blc. (inultiplc) 
:~r~tIiorship of the 1,ooks of the. Iliblr. 

\Vc Inay trircc! tlri.4 tlisr~~c~n~bori~rg of Scrip- 
t ~ ~ r e  hr thc. E~lglisl~ 17th ce~rhlr). nal~lr;~listic 
lleis~n, UI Fre~lch skepticisn~, in -American 
18th c e n h ~ n  rationalism, 19th centnry 
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"scientific" liberalism, and 20th cenh~r)' 
~r;~gnl;ctic ntl~eis~n. The destn~cti\re criticisnl, 
1))- \vh;~te\,er di\guice it niny wca;lr, p e r s i s h  
to this dicy, hnvir~g ncavcr I~ec-n entire1 
erndicn tetl. 

Still closer to our tl;~y s0111e sclroli~rs have 
t~secl the tlcsip~;itions J, E, D (l)c.uterono~lly 
coclo), :inel P, b l ~ t  1)y them tIo not intend the 
d ~ ~ s t y  \\'c~lll~ausenia~~is~~~. \Viral is meant 
hc-rc* ia not early, mitldle, ant1 Ii~tcr lwriods 
of rcli~iou.\ dcvrlopmcnt, but ntller various 
circles of tr;tdition xvhich csistetl si~nultane- 
o~~s ly ,  co~~tc~npora~~musly ,  each h;t\ins its 
on-11 pnrtic~~lar emphasis. l 'hl~s I I O I I ~  of 
t l~esr  foul. bodies of t r ;~di t io~~.  although iiU 

imcient, itre niorc ;incic.nt tl~cui t l ~ e  other. 
liut this trend of tbe tllcbory is not generally 
:1cc1.ptc.d.J 

N r t  ~ l~onth ,  t l~v I~igher critical ~netl~otl 

--- 
1 The Bible tlrc. \Vortl of (At/. Y. Bette\, p. 

91.Jf. Jcni~ings & h:Grah~i, N. Y., 1904 
-'7'hc I~rter~~rcter's Bil~le, \'ol. 1, pp. 127f, 

131, Al,ingd:don-Cokesl~ur):, h. Y., 19.3-2. 
.t Tile P~rlpit Corr~~tlet~t(~ry, Genrsi\, ii-vii. 
4 lirccldior~ clr~cl t l ~ e  lji/~/e, Eel., C. F. M. 

I Ienry, p. 340, IJake~, 1058. rl 

C;~lls \\ere rcccmtly c~stc~nelctl to: liev. R. 
H;~rb;iclr I)\- R;tntlolpl~; Rev. G .  \'an Bztre11 
by Crand II:~ven; ;~nd  R'v. C.. L111)l)crs by 
our Forl~er-Is;~l)el cl~t~rchcs. Re\;. A. \ l ~ ~ l d e r  
hits tlrclined t l ~ c  c;ill fro111 Creston. 

In 11111~'s hulleti~l \ve fol~ntl the address 
of it nettr sen.icc.mitn, \vl~icl~ \\,r \vo~~lcl like 
to pass on to you, hoping that our young 
people ;it 11omc are remmml,ering the I~oys 
in s m i c c  wit11 cards ant1 letters. Rct. 
Don:~ltl Lnngeri~k, NG ?7083GS51, Co. A, 5th 
Bn., 2nd Trig. Rent. Hilsic. Fort Leoni~rd 
\\'ootl, \ I~SSOI IT~ .  

IIere's n nc\v :tddress of one of First 
CI111rch's scwicernen: Pvt. Artl~r~r I'itntler 
\leer, UIC 53691420, Co. I),  'ist Battle 
(:rot~p, it11 Id"., h.1'.0. 162, Sc\v I'ork. 
N. I.. 

I r thur  is now in C e r n i ; ~ ~ ~ y  and expeck 
to remain there for i~hor~t  eighteen rn~)ntll 



Rev. J. Kortering and family of HIIII spent 
Ilc.crnll~cr 3 t l~rc~t~gh 10 in Soutl~ Ditkoti~ 

a cli~ssiral i~plwintment. 

Joe Linhiut ~n i~ t le  p1111lic co~lft.ssion of 
fitit11 itt Lovelancl C I I I  Dece~nl)er 18111. 

\\'t.tltling Bells rang on D c ~ c ~ ~ ~ b e r  12th 
for \ IT .  1 1 ; ~  \loore a11t1 \liss \'irgi~liit 
Sch\var~ ( Low1;11ld ), ant1 on Dece~nbcr 16th 
for l l r .  1)aqI V;~nder Kooi and kliss llitris 
Hagvr ( 14ttdsonvillc). Co~igrat~~lations :ir~tl  

Ixst \vishes :IS togetl~cr yon \\+alk tl~c. 
ttnight and nitrro\rv rontl that leads to Life 
Ever1;tsting. 

Our 1711trlre Convcnlio~rc.c!rs for ll~is  non nth 
;Ire 3s follo\vs: 

.I son born to Slr. itnd 51~s. 1I'ni-y Xliersma 
of Edgcrtou. 

h daughter lx>rn to \Ir. i t ~ ~ d  \ITS.  Gerald 
\'an Dcn Top of Hope. 

A tlnuglitcr horn ~ I I  klr. i t ~ r t l  Mrs. It. Scl~ip- 
per of First. 

.I son born to Xlr. i~nd llrx. Ji~mes Ilykstr;~ 
of First. 

A sort horn to Ilr. itnd \ IT> .  Johr~ I3otlbyl of 
Hudsonvillc. 

Hadin IIoyer, Jr11i;unaplein 21, \\'illi*nlstati, 
uracao, h'rtlierli~~~tls \\'est Inciies -- Eacl~ 
eek the l'rogrn~l~ C o n ~ ~ ~ ~ i t t c e  of tltc Re- 

fornied \\'itness IIour mails ;I tapr-rc.corded 
propam to the alwve nddrcaas. Just exactly 
tr~ht~rc ir tl~is statio~r? 'I'oul~g people?, (!(I you 
k~iow? .I geography book tells us t l~ ;~ t  Cttra- 
ciio, one of the tllrcc- NCthcrlnnds \Vi~td\vard 
Isli~nds (;roup is situiitetl in thc. Li.swr 
.4ntilles, ;~l)out 2.50 nlilrs nortlieast of Cara- 
cas, \'enr~lzel;i. The ci& of \Villemstad is 
tlic: seat of go\rer~~~~lent .  Oil Refining and 
the sltipping of pc~trole~t~r~ products ;ire tllc 
only important intlustries of tllc Nethrrl:tnds 
Antilles. 1)utch is the officii~l l a~ lg~~:~ge .  In 
;~clclition, tlic n;ttivc!s sl>citk E11glis11, Sl1i111is11, 
I'orh~guesc, and I':~pi;~mento ( a  jarpol, made 
111) of Dt~tch, E~lglish, Sp;lnisll, Portr~g~trse, 
~\fricarl, iincl Inc l i ;~~~ \vords). TIN. itra-it co~n- 
l,rist,s 40.3 s c p i u c 3  n1ilc.s a ~ ~ t l  itccortling to 
t l ~ r  1951 census fig~~rcs thc populi~tion is 
l(i4,OOO. I~~deed ,  ;I small part of our Lord's 
\ro~~derful creation - only :I "pinl~c.;~tl" 011 

the Innp - yet the prt.acliing of the tnttl~ of 
tlre l\'ord of Gotl goes fort11 ancl rci~ches 
tlrese small is1;unds I)y me;tlls of t111. ~.;lclio! rqpy Gocl bless the broadci~sts of I I I I ~  dis- 
.nctively I\c.fonnetl radio prc~griuils in these 

islilnd- itntl \vheris\'er it is l)rocl;~i~nid! 

Brsidcs the S~~nrliiy Scltool Cliristn~as pro- 
grams give11 in [nost of our cburclics, other 
Christn~as progr;uns included: the Hop: 
Choral presentittion on Ileceo~l~cr 18th at 
Hope Cll~~rch;  it school progralll sponsort.cl 
by the 9th gri~tltt of r\d;~nls St. School or1 
Dece111l,er E n d  itt First Church; the Men's 
C h o r ~ ~ s  .Inni1;11 Chrishii;~~ proyr;tlll on Dcs- 
cember 25th at First Cllurch; a Cl~ristn~its 
Singspiration sponsorcrl by tile Ladies' 
School ~\usiliary on I)ecc.~nl>er 25t11 :it So~~t l t  
Hollantl. 

The I);cptisn~ ~~rtificittc of llrs. Dennis 
Gleasoti \\.as tr;tnsferrerl to Huclsonvillt~ 
from Southwest Church. \Ir. Stanley Dyk- 
stra \\.as \velc~nicd to Ilope from the Jctni- 
son Christian Hefonllrd Church. hliss \ I .  
\'erniculen wils \velco~nctl to Southcast from 
the A~ncrican Refonncd Church of Gr;uitl 
Rapids. 

I'd like to entl this month's col t~m~i \vitlr 
it n,ortl~-\r.liile cluot;ttion from Lyrttlen's h111- 
letin: 

"Tlrrrt Yc .\fa!/ .4ttentl lipon the Lord 
\Irilliorrt Ilistmrtion ( I  Cor. i : 3 .5 ) :  Takc. 
l i d  of tlrowsiness in I~ci~ring. Dro\vsi~~c.ss 
shorvs l n u d  irreverancc. Ho\v livcl>- arc 
Illany \vllen tiley are itl~oi~t the world, bitt 
in t l ~ c  \\'or?;llip of God tlro\\-sy, ns if the 
deril Ilnd given them opium! -4 drowsy feel- 
ing 11c:rc is v c n  sinfill. .Are you not i l l  

prity-er asking p;~rtlon of .sin? \\'ill tlte pris- 
oner fall asleep when he is begging pardon? 
In tlle preaching of the \\'ord, is not t l ~ c  
I~reiul of Lifc I~rokcn to you? .411tl \\ill it 

nlan fall asleep over his food? \\'liicli is 
\\?orre - to stuy fron~ a scnllon, or .deep 111 
;I xmiio~r? - l'l~os.  i rat so^^." 

BEACON LIGHTS 
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