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CHARLES WESTRA 

The popular concept of it refor~nrr is 
usui~lly of ;I pc.rsoll \\tit11 ;I sterling, tlyn;~~nic 
lwrsonillity \vllo sl;tsl~c*s rig111 a ~ ~ d  lclt \vitl~ 
the s\vord of t r ~ ~ t h  in strong. i~ccl~ratc,  
purposeful strokes while ristridc. thc \vhitc. 
charser of rigl~teous indijinatio~~. tIe t1111s 
I~rir~jis absoluto light to millions wrl~o llacl 
I ~ c n  csisting in al~solute tlarkness, and 
every innov;~tion ;~ccomplishc-cl by this hero 
was a procl~~ct of his t ~ ~ o s t  a s h ~ t c  mint1 
i~ntl esistetl therc. in dazzling I)rilliancc 
and clarity from thc moment of Iiis first 
cnlightrnu~cut. 

011r o\vn t11inkin.g has bcbcn so steepecl 
ill l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r a n i t a r i i ~ n i s ~ ~ l  that \\,e ~:vcr~ tl~ink 
of Luther in this \vi~rl,cul Illalrner. Such 
~~nmitigntetl hero \vorship also surrou~lded 
Ili~n during his o\vr~ lifc~ti~llc : I I I C ~  he an- 

-sweretl it thus: -', beg ;~ r~  this I,t~siness with 
grei~t fear iultl treml~ling . . . no one can 
kno\v illto \\.hat dcspo~lclt~r~cr . . . 1 sunk . . . 
:it that tinre 1 \\'as ig~~oriult  of nlilny thiugs 
~ v l ~ i c i ~  no\\?, tllank Gtd, I krlo\v." Docs 
tlliit soc~nd like ;I hpica! Rcaclcbr's IIigc3t 
Itcro? 

In ortlcr to \fir\v 1,11tller i ~ s  11(* prCfrrred 
to bc co~lsiderrtl (:IS l icrl~i~ps ;I small, \\leak 
flan~tr of fire introtluccd into a coml)ustihle 
sih~;~tiol.~ ) it is neeuss;ll.y to ~~nclt~rstiund his 
timrs. 

Iltlring the fiftec.nth n~ltl  sistcc.nth cen- 
turirs the v ; ~ r i o ~ ~ s  u;ttions of E~~ropc: \\,ere 
I)cqi~~ning to esl)cric!ncc: 111e. Ileutly \vinc: of 
~lntionalisn~. As tlrcy bc:jia~~ to csercise 
tllis ne\v strength, they coilflictetl with the 
I~o\\.c.rful Ronliui Ci~lllolic C h ~ ~ r c l l  \vho 
clitinlctl both occlc.siastici~l, polilic;~l, :uvl 
sc~ulor  rights. 'I'hc Ho~nisll Cl111rclr main- 
t:~ulc:tl n s ~ ~ r p r i s i ~ ~ g  degree of control tl~rortgh 
~hreats of pcrsonnl rsco~~rmunici~tion. -4 
large portior~ of the 13o111ish Clu~rch's power 
was the result of the co~~\ideriiblc flo\\, 
of funds into her coffers as the result of 

%tllc sale of inclr~lgences. 
T11t.s~ intli~lgcnccs llad origini~lly heen 

htended as n papal declaration that if the 

bearer diecl in Ixittle tlr~ring one of the. 
Cn~\acles aci~inst the Turks. he \voultl 
ohtuin immc.tliatc. Ile;lvenly Illis\. Since 
~ ~ n t l c r  C e r m i ~ ~ u c  la\{, (as \r,rll ;I\ ~~ndc.r 
our o;vn) the pn>mc.nt of a fine cicn be 
s.~bsiituted for pni tnce  or imprisonn~ent, 
these i~~duljiences soon hcc.une marketi~blc 
pn~per ty  iind sold .~ntl I)arlcrc.cl 
thmughout Europr. 'The cliurcl~, \vitil Iln- 
l h ~ i t e d  power to iss::e these indulgel~crs, 
Inlt Iicrsrlf ill thp "Salv;~iion Ccrtifieatc," 
I ~ u s i ~ ~ c \ s  ;inti a~~thorizetl  the Do~ninic~in 
mor~ks to iict ;is a slles organization iultl 
tra\lel througl~ tllc \ ,a r io~~s provinces. 'This 
they did, untl pli~yir~g Ilpon thc- ignor :~~~cr  
and s~~persti t ion of her p;~risI~ontrrs, thi. 
Ihrninicm m o ~ ~ k s  incre;tsetl tile e~nph;isi\ 
on these intl~~lgencrs until they becanie n 
substirtrtc for the clergy ilnd the-reby nl;~dc 
pastoritl tvork 1))- tile priest alnlost inipossilde. 

Therr \\.ere .small i ~ b l i n r s  of intelligrnce 
i~ncl d i s c e n ~ ~ l ~ e ~ ~ t .  however, even in tile great 
\ \~it l l ine I I I ~ I S S ~ ~ S  of fifternth ant1 si\te(.~ltl~ 
c v n t u ~  ignor;u~~ce, i ~ n d  these enlightmed 
individt~als \\-ere as t1it.s in the sweet 
finn~~ciicl oi~rhnent of the Do~ninican Ilon~ks 
who promotcd tht. salr of L ~ C  indulgenc~rs. 
One knigl~t in \$-hat i\ now Gcm;~ny ,  
i~pproacl~ccl t h r  Inaster salesman of in- 
tlulec-nces. 'Tc*tzrl. ant1 ;liked I~im if an 
indt~lgerrcc \vo111cI nl)solve a person of 
quilt cSvcn if Ire cam~nitted thc. s i i ~  irlte11- 
tioni~lly. "Certainly." replied Tetzel in 
gleef111 i~rtticip;~tio~r of another s;~lr. "Fi~lr", 
contini~etl the knight, "1 \vislr to t.<kc: a 
littk rc.\.erlge against an e x m y  of mine 
just short elf taking l ~ i s  life, ancl I wor~ld 
like ;I Ictter freeing mc of any guilt in Illis 
~nattcr." After ajirc.cing on the price. 
Tctz(*I fillet1 out the Irtter properly ;~ncl 
soltl it to t l ~ e  knight. Some time litter as 
he was traveling to tile next town, Trtzel 
was attacked by this same knigl~t ; I I I ~  

rc)l)kxl of the money he 11ad collected 
frorn thc siiltt of indulgences. \\:hen l~ailcrtl 
into court by Tetzel, the knight admitted 
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the .tct~on and then sho\r.etl the. ctlrlrt the 
letter of indulger~cr 'I'etzel llatl givcbn I~im 
to cover his "little revenge." P p l n  rc.~tling 
the letter, the cotirt found the kuiglrt 't~ot 
guilty' of thr crime as charged. 

-1notht:r e\amplc of these tiny glimi~tc.r- 
irtgs of tliscemncnt occurretl \\41en :I yottny 
rtrlivVrsit)- \tudcnt tlicktrred with ;I pt.ic-st 
[I\-er the price Ile should 11;ive to 1~1y for 
a letter of indulcence. \t7hc.n I1e 11;td the 
price: do\\,n to six deniers (:I very s111all 
sum ) 1 1 t h  told the sellers that they \ho~tltl 
give hi111 one or they \voultl lt;~vc. to 
;lccollnt to Gotl in the judelncwt tl:ty for 
Ita\,ittg kept a soul from his s;~lvatio~r for 
1131y six deniers! 

The unedl~cilted nlasses, ho\vevt~r, pur- 
chilsecl the itid~llgences to use! as sul~btitt~ tes 
for contrition of hc~art ant1 pcr~itet~ce for 
sin. It \\,as this ;~ttitrltle to\v;~rds ir~d~tlgc.~~ccs 
that brot~ght tl~c. cntirr tnattcr to ; I  boil in 
\\'ittenberg. 

One of his duties, as priest to the. c1111nIi 
itt t11c ~u~~ivcrsity, \\,;IS to hear confrssic~ns. 
.1fter Irearirrg their cnnfc.sions, Luther 
\r.ould upon occasion, ;~drncl~lisl~ t l ~ r  \rf;ly- 
\vartl ~nernl)en. U ~ O I I  this, they \\,c~ultl 
simply sho\v him the letters of intlulgcncr 
they h:~tl I>~irchasetl and tell him t1i:lt as 
Ions as they llatl thc.ni, tltc-y \,iuf 1111 

reiiwn to clr;~nge their way of livins. 'The 
indulqcnce  carre red them of ;I swift entry 
into heiiven without stri1i11 or paill. 

'L'his intcrferonce in his pnstor;~l work 
convinced Luhcr  that this mi\usc# of tlie 
indr~lgencc~s ~ a ~ ~ s t  stop. Sirlce thc. ofl'icial 
Catholic doctrine rrgartling salvation was 
"justificittion tlrro~~gh n penitc~~t  ;~ncl con- 
trite 111.nrt" L ~ ~ t b e r  \\rils cotrvincc.cl 11111t 
thks malpractice \vas i:r oppositio~~ to :he 
official doctrine. \\'it11 this i l l  rnintl, 11c 
\vrote t h ~ .  ninety-sevcn ;mtl later th~t 
nincty-five, theses I\-l~ich I I ~  rr;~ilrcl to the 
ch~lrch tioor at \\'ittenl)erp, fltlly k*sp~!cting 
the cI111rch ofl'icii~ls fron~ t l ~ r  I'opc- 011 

tIo\vn to sl~pport his cmtentions. 

Tl~eoreticnlly he collld cxprtrt this, for 
no\\therc. in his ninety-five tl~escs did I , I I ~ I ~ c I .  
attack or even qi~estion ;u~y  official doc- 
trine held thcn I>y the I~onrish Ch~trch. 
I-Ic sin111ly set hitnsclf to thc task ot delit~ing 
the tnte cl~aructer ant1 use of the 11.1p;ll 
intlulgences. 111 fact, shortly itftcr hc ha11 
posted these theses, :incl tlrc* rnntter was 
brought to the attention of thc thcolo~ians 

ar~tl jclrists of the Linivrrsity of llainz, 
tl~ey tlccli~retl thut they coultl fintl nothing 
\trrong in any of the theses. 

Luther, ho\vever, had not reckoned wit21 
d 

t l t e  inipi~ct 011 Hotne of the possil~le loss of 
rc.ventle from the redured sales of these 
it~rlulgcnccs, nor had he fiylretl with the 
politival ;lnin~osity that wottld arise be- 
tureen thr Dominican \lonks (t5-11o were 
in charge of ~Ilr sale of ind~llgcnces) and 
t l~e  A~tg~tstiriiiin order of \vhic.ll Lutl~er 
\\,as ;I member. As events developed, vari- 
011s church officials declitrecl there \\,as 
I I O  doctri~tal hc.rt*s>- in Luther's tliesr.~, yet 
tlre I)ominici~ns (of considerable influence 
ill Ronrc. both Ixca~lse of their fitla~cial 
cor~tril)lltion to Rome's wealth iuid b e a l ~ s e  
t l ~ e  e~~rrc.nt I'ope wiis a Ilon~iniciu~~) forccd 
itction against Luther, c lz~imi~~g t l~at  lie had 
;ittacked the autlrority of thc Pope and 
shoultl he killed as a heretic. 

'The events that follo\v :Ire involvc~l, dis- 
g~lsting. itntl snictll of crookc.tl cl~urch poli- 
tics. It's only a slrort while ;und Luther 
finds himsclf i~sco~nmutlici~ted horn his 
once bcloved Rnmish Cl~urclt. 'I'he protest 
Ile Ilud lnatle :)gainst tlie inrl~tlget~ces in 
;tn i~ltelnpt to hring al)out :I reformation 
1ro1n \\,ithin hacl beco~ne tlte spring-boiud 

A 

of ;ui ecclt~sinsticnl revalr~tion tvithout his-. 
cver havinq intended it to 11r so. 

Of this fact Luther said, "This is all 
tlre Itlore proof that this movement was 
I I I I ~  I I I ~  doing, but tlre Lortl's." 

As ran easily 11e irni~ginecl, Luther's name 
\vas def;trnecl I>\- the Catholic Church at 

ent ways tluring the reforl~lation nrld the 
years i~n~nedi:ltely follo\\.ing. One comment 
i ~ l ~ o l ~ t  him \\,as that he was tl~cs offspring 
or 1 1 1 ~  u~lion of his mother with the drvil 
I~irnst-If; that at his death the Detil n p  
~)e;trc*cl on tllc scene to carry 1~111  away 
to l~is  Ilonrr in hell. Tlus vimr of Luther 
continueel \vcll into the eighteenth cent~try. 
Otlivr \vritcrh spoke of l~iln :IS "tllr godless 
Iterctic, thc stinking ~rofligilte, the filthy 
ragittnuffin, the ribald I,ra\\.lcr, the obscene, 
sla~~tli-rolls and rxecmblc Lt~~licr." 

111 spite of their iittenlpts to defi~me 
Lutller, tlie Catholic Church \vas brought 
to their senst: b y  thc Reforltlation and A 
s o t ~ ~ c  t i~ne  1;ltc.r stopped the salc of indnlg- 
enccs. 'rhis tardy recognition of Luther's 
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protest i~nd (Ioctrine b r o ~ ~ g l ~ t  \\.it11 it a 
rcvol~~tion in thr Catl~olic Ch~~rch's opinion 

6, regarding Lutl~er hitnself. 111 tllc Age of 
Enlipl~ten~~let~t  t l ~ c  etlucated Catl~olic \ie\v 
of L ~ ~ t h e r  cotnes very close to our cwn. 

They have (!\,en refthrretl to hiln :IS "21 

prt-cior~s instnlment of Chtl," the "greatest 
bcnefi~ctor of h I I  111 ;I n i t y," is a "great 
sprmclrr of light." The cttrrc<t~t opinion of 
the Catholic Church is probal)ly bo~newherc 
in  11el\vee11 tl~cse estrcmes. 

As statrtl hy ollc! Rolnan Catllolic sc!hol;lr 
recently inter\oie\vc.d t l~~ring the prcpi~ration 
of this articlc: "hlnrtio 1,uthcr \vas riql~t 
in every doctrinal p o i ~ ~ t .  Our only obj(~ction 
ih th:tt he h;ttl no 1)11sinc*ss ~~rotc*sting IN.- 
cause I>y tloing so lir was pli~cing himself 
against thv autllorily of the Xlotller Ch~~rch." 
111 other \\,ortls, I,utllcr, ;IS en i~~divith~al,  
ant1 rverl as it nlc~lnl~c~r ol' thc clergy, hati 
no right to cl~~c*stion any i ~ c t i o ~ ~  of the 
Koman Catholic Cllurch aceorcling to thrir 
doctrir~cs. 

'I'hv Protesl;~nt concc!pt t11;it the. divinc!ly 
enlightcnetl mind is the fillill ilutl~ority 
regitrdi~~g cloct~.inel mattrrq ovcraxilinst t l ~ c  
Ro~nal~  Ctitholiv's doctrinc t11;it tllr l'ir~;~l 
autl~ority in cloctrinal rn;ittc-rs is the or- 
gn~~izetl ROIII;III Ci~tholic Cll~~rch,  is to 111). 

n l i ~ ~ d  the most in~portimt product of the 

Reforn~i~tion. For in the p1ar.c of c~om- 
placent lethargy, \ve may ~ o \ v  cscrcisc: 
intli\+tl~~iil initiittivt. in thr study of scrip- 
ture and i~pproach Gotl directly in pritycr. 
S o  longer arc \\re I~out~tl (through the 
threat of cont l~n~t~nti t r~i)  to ;my tloclrinc. 
su1xri~nlmsetl I,y it l~eretical or mislitken 
clerg?-. Under the Protestant concept of 
the ;u~thority of the rrgenrratc~d ]\cart, 
tvt. itre free to select any clturch or clergy 
that prcaches ;u~tl practices the doctrines 
n7e cor~sidrr niost proller :~ccording to our 
o\vn indi\.icl~~al interpretation of script~tre. 

L11tllc.r liirnself ditl not recognize this 
n~ost f ~ i n d ; ~ t n e ~ ~ t a l  concc-pt \vl~en he I)cgatl 
his protest a~gainst tlir sellinfi of ind~~lge~~ccs .  
In Tbesis KO. 38 he declaretl: "Still \\.r 
should not c o ~ ~ t e ~ n t ~  tllc p:~pal clisl~rnsittion 
and parclon; for this pitrdon is ;I dc:clar:~tioti 
of thr pardon of God." 

From this it can Ilc drt~*n~rinetl that l1t. 
still respected and c l ~ ~ n g  to the Rotnisl~ 
concept of ehurch ;~uthority \vheri he wrote 
his tllesrs. 

That the niost significant fn~i t  of the. 
Hefommi~tion \vi~s not the result of hum at^ 
labor i ~ t i c l  striving, is ;~no~her  inst;~ncc* of 
the fact that G t l  often works in very 
mysterio~rs Israys to perfon11 His ourn goorl 
ple;~surc. 

THE NEW LOOK 

iiot evrn Bcncoll Lig11t.s is onlsiclt! thc, 
scope of applic;rtion of the. \vc.igIlty \vc~rds 
uttc~recl hjr the ancic:nt Grcek pl~ilosol~her, 
Hcraclitlls. 1111cl1 as it tlislikcns \wing so 
audi~cio~~sly cl;~ssific~cl, 13ecrco1i Liplits ha.; 
hecn forcrtl to ad~liit that it, too, clianges. 

T\\w n ~ c r n ~ r s  of the clan of reg~~lar  
contributors, Jay Kortering, associate editor, 
nntl Rcv. I.Ier~~lan I-I;~nko, etlitor of the 
Christi;~~i Living col~unn, took on r1c.w posi- 
tions in, our clrurches ant1 resigncd from 
Hecrco~~ 1,iglits. J i~y,  known for his cFlcctively 
zesty etlitorials, e.g., "llevil 011 ;I Lt>;rbh," 

I~cr.;~~iie ~ni~tistrr to t l ~ e  lfl~ll Protesti~nt 
Reforn~ctl Cliurcll. Rev. Hanko, remc~mhored 
for his ~tnirlr~ely interesting series on s ~ ~ c l i  
topics ;IS "Christian C~~urtsllip" ;~nd "'Il~c 
1'rotcst;lnt Reforlned \Vorld and Life Vic\v," 
nil1 \\rite the A1 Arountl CTs rul~ric in 
7'he St~rr~rlcrrd Recrrcr. To tllc t h a rr k s 
of the Federation Uoi~rd, &?clci>Jl Lipltts 
adds iL\ word of apprcci:ltion and \vish for 
contin~ictl sllccess. Si~lcc work \i,cll clone 
ib  it, otvn hest re\\.artl, !,oth liavc 1>ce11 
iunplp rc\t,;trdtul. 

Spurrrcl 1111 1)y tllese developments, the 
F-ederaticin Board ci~lled a hasty meeting, 
iund in true Ilutcb styles produced, from a 
pipr, cigar, ;md cig;tretle ~~ollutecl ;Ltmos- 
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phere, the setisfacton solutions. Hrv. A. 
Ilultler \\*as tenderect the positio~r of itsso- 
rirtte editor, \vhich position he iicceptcd. 
Rm~o~td ing  to the surgestion of sevc:ral 
readers - yes, friend, there are a few \vho 
\\,rite us - that R~UCOII Lighls conlmer1t on 
the political :rnd ct~ltural dt.vrlop~nc.~~ts 
(or retrogressions, as your vie\\. tnay I ~ e l  
on the Icxlal, nation;~l, international, itnd 
interplanetar?. IcveLs, the Board rcinsti~tcd 
dle def~urct Current C o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l e n t s  c o l t ~ ~ ~ l r ~ .  
Jim Jonker, \vl~nse fint article ;q,peilrs in 
this issue* of Uctrcoi~ I,igl~l~, will etli~ tllr 
rubric. 

Tllr only other switches occurrc.tl \vitl~in 
the relatio~~s staff. This st;tl\\.i~rt 
squiidron of unsung Singspiration starters 4 
;I n ( I  sl11)scription solicitors lost Harry 
Langerak to the presidency of lhc Federa- - 
tion Roartl. Rog Harl~in replaces him as 
chairman of the staff, and Ed Langerak 
rountls out the group. 

So, liopi~rg tl1;lt Hrmclitus' formula applies 
unn~~;rlly, not monthly, the Federation Board 
;inel Ncucoi~ Ligllts Staff sottl~-' tlo\vn ginn- 
gerly, to continue \\-it11 the usual endeavors. 

the lgfi() presidential election at a glance 

CORNIE BYKERK* 

130th major political pi~rties claim thlt 
the 1980 natir~nal election is cne oI' tll:: 
most critical rlections in the histor). 3f 

our nation. l'hey I~ase their clitirn i l l  the 
light of increasing intcrnationi~l conflicl 
\\,l~ich is clinlitsed 1)). a fear e l f  R~lssin, 
nlltlors of war, and tc.chnolngici~l advi~nccs 
on the part of aggressors. Both p;~rties 
Irave 1a1111chrcl a vigoro~~s C;II 111,aigr.l to 
secure co~rtrol c:f d1e nationill admi~listri~tion. 
\V,. are in the. midst of unotlrc~ poliliclil 
lx~ttle. Both hides itre el;iitnir~:: that they 
II;I\ ,~ the hest solutions to all our prol~l~!ms. 

THE CANDIDATES 

In orc!vr to secllrc victor?. I,olh pi~rlics 
htrived to fincl merr of a b i l i ~  and perp~~lar 
appeal. Richitrtl Xizon, the I I I M I I ~ I  ltous 
choice of the Rep~~l~lic:~n Party, h ~ t l  little 
tlifficulty in securing thc presitlc~ntit~l 11onli- 
r~ation of his pitrty after Selwil Rockcl'c.ller 
11;ltl refused to nin for the positio~~. Altl~o~tgh 
h'ison Itas I,c,en ;I controvcrsi:~l polilical 
finlre, Ile also clain~s n colorful political 
hnckgro~~ncl. lIis father w21s tlle owncr 
of a s~nitll grocer?. store-gas stittion. Nixon 
gri~cluatcd from Duke Law School i r ~  1940. 
He practiced law for several years rlntil 
1946 \\,hen IIC \\,.is elected to the Ilousc 

of 1lc.prescritatives. Ile n.;is re-elected in 
1048. 111 1950 Ile became a U.S. Senator 
of Citlifor~~ia. Only four years later he 4 
\v;I?: nominated and vlectetl to the \'ice- 
i'rcsitleiicy. .%fter his re-clcction in 1956 
he \\.;is norni~litted r~naoi~~~ously for the 
presitlenc.y this year. Hc is tllc- clroicc. of 
his ~Jarty. 

lolm I:. Kcwnetly \\--agc$cl n vigorous 
can~l)nign in order to clefr:lt four other 
lentling ri~nilitlittes for 1I1c: I)emocrittic 
co~~lination. IIr, unlike Nixon, orininatc3 
fro111 a \veiilthy fi1111ily. I Iis f;ither h;~d 
sevc*ral a~~ccessful bt~sinesses ir~cluding a 
clii~in of movic. theaters, ;I ship builtling 
co!llpany, a cl~itin of banks, aild the Iler- 
cllilndisc llart ill Chicago. father was 
;I 1t1111ti-millioni~ire. lic~lnecly g r i~ el u il t e d 
fro111 flan-rird in 1910. llis first atte~ltpt 
at I,olitic.;~l office rcsultc.tl in llis \Icing 
elt.ctctl to the 11011sc~ of Rcpresc.~ttnti\~c.s in 
1946. IIa \\.as rcs-elected I,y great ~tlaiorities 
ia 1948 ;tnd 1050. In 1952 he oplx~sed 
imtl tlefeilted incumbent Henry C;~bot Lodge 
for l7.S. Senator of Ilxss;~r.l~r~sel!~. 

'The writer, a periodic contributor to Beacon 
Lights, is now teaching at Grand Rapids Christian 

A 

High School. We welcome his comprehensive 

analysis of the present political situation. 
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It is strikinfi to [lute that 110th canclidates 
arc vely ~ ~ I I I I ~ .  I f  Ke~rnecly is elected, 
he \rill be thc youngest I'resident to be 
rlc~cted. T. H. I~oosc~\clt wns I1~'~ic1cnt at 
a yoi1nzc.r agc, but this \iP;ts car~wd I)y the 
sutltlen clc,itl~ oC Prc*\ident hlc k'inlcy. Kerl- 
nctly is forty-two \\,bile N i s o ~ ~  is forty- 
srvcn. The constitution rc.cluircs that the 
Prc~siclentii~l ca~~tlicl:~lc I)e at lctast thirty five. 

THE CAMPAIGN 

111 his firs1 ;~tldress aftrr i u ~ n c ~ ~ ~ n c i r ~ y  his 
cantlid;tcy in tllc \Cashington Kational Press 
CIIII), Kennedy startcd to press the i~ttack 
against tlic I~el)l~blic;i~is. I le cl~;~ractt:rized 
President Eiselllro\ver as a weak President. 
L)oscrihi~~g Eist,~llro\vc.r, ht, cnllc.cl hi111 "a 
p;tssi\,e l~rokrr for conflicting intctrests, i~nd 
a I)ookkc*c.per \vIro f~.c.ls I I I ; L ~  his work is 
clone \vlren tllc nu~iil)ers on t l ~ c  balance 
s111:ct come o ~ ~ t  rvc~~."  Kennc6tly clttims 
tililt the nest I'reside~it n111st cle:~l wit11 the 
growing nlissilr gap, the IISC of Comm~~nist 
Cliina, t l~e  d c s p ;L i r of ~~ntlcrclevelo~)ed 

fi nations, the vsplosive situ;rtion in Berlin 
nritl NATO, I l ~ c *  Iiick of nrllls co~~trol  agree- 
n i e ~ ~ t ,  ant1 all the tloniestic prol,lenis of 
our famis, citic:~, ant1 schools. 

Si\otl's ca~nl,;~ign is built on tlre Eiscn- 
ho\ver l~olicics. HI, p l a ~ ~ s  to i~nplrrncnt 
these policies ancl lx~ild ul)o~i tllcnl. Nixon 
cl;lil~rs that tlrc Eiscnho\vcr adrni~~istr~~tion 
deserves :I vote. e l f  confitlcnce from the 
-4mcrica11 peopl~.. HI. hascs this claini on 
thC fact that this ; l c l~~~i~>is t ra t io~~ got the 
U.S. out of one war, kept it out of otlicr 
wius, arid offctrs thc I~esi Iiopc: for gcacc. 
~vithout surrcntler ill the years to come. 
Sison I~as pc;tce, prosperity, ancl thr I'res- 
itlcr~t on his sitlt*. I le plilns to add the 
'*~~c\\'-ne\\," Sison. . . l l~erc arc si~\~cr:tl t l is t in~~~isl~ing issues 
in the 1960 rlcction. 'l'llc first is religion. 
rlltl~ougli many people cli~im tlli~t rc*lifiior~ 
sho~~lcl not he a issue in ;I cnmpi~ign, 
thc fact nc~verll~c~l~~ss rc:~~l;~ins, it is ;in ishr~e. 
T11ce Gallr~p 1'011 i~lclici~tcs clli~uces are 
bctter for a Rollran C;~tholic to I)c elected 
than it tlscd to be. In the late t\irentics 
Herlwrt I~Ioovcr, a Hepr~l,lican, carried 
scvrn I)c.lnocriltic st;ltc2s fro111 t l ~ e  "Solid 
Sot~tli." The prcdominnntly 1'rotest;mt So~rth 

is still tho 11c;trt of ;inti-c;~:ho?i . attitl~tlc;. 
So~rtllerncrs esprrss fears of a catllc~lic 
spoils system \\.it11 ;ill C;~tholics getting 
goocl iobs or even rllorc f ~ n t a t i r .  the I'ope 
running the c o ~ l n t n  for 11s. Thc fact tli;~t 
Ketrnedy is ;I Ro~nitn Ci~tliolic was ;Ln 
asset to him in heavily catllolic populi~ted 
\lash;tchrrsc.tts in state elections. I-Iowc-vcr. 
miuiy consen.ativc protestant grnups Iiavc 
ope~ilj- instn~ctcd their pct~ple r~ot to votc 
for ;I Roi~lan Catholic. \l;uly protest:~nts 
question Kennedy's stand on liis interpre- 
tation of tile sel~arnt io~~ bet\vc.cn cl~urcli ;incl 
stat(.. History has s11o\\-n tlii~t t l ~ c  R0111isll 
Clir~rcli \ \ r i l l  use. her po\t9er \\'hcnc~\.;cr ;~ntl 
~vlrc.rever possible. 

.Another outsl;~nding issue is tht. cluc.stion 
of internntionnl affairs. The Rcpoblieitns 
clairi~ that Xison'., c.icht years c:f \'ice- 
Presidentiitl e ~ p ~ r i e ~ ~ c e  colnbinctl w i t h 
. i n ~ l ~ i s a d o r  Htrnry C;~bot Lodge's cxptrri- 
rnccs in t I ~ c .  1lnit1.cl S;~tio:a is an ~~nl:eat;~l~lc 
cunibination. I)cn~ocrats n~iunti~ir~ B fr\v 
new faces co~~l t l  I>rttcr cop(- \\<ill thr 1111s- 
sians. Thry call attention to the 11-2 inci- 
de111, the C;iilurc of the sun1111it meeting, i~nd 
interiiatiorl;~l clistres ilt the prese~~t  timt*. 

In regirrtls to our cconoli~ic aritl do~nctstic 
sitrliltion ;I Kcnnetly i~dministraticlri \\,or~ltl 
pusl~ hartl for ;I great rspnn5ion of ~ovr.rl1- 
merit spc!~lclir~g on tltrhirablc ant1 esscv~tial 
pul~lic srrvirvs. This \voulcl be done be- 
causca thc Uer~ltrcrats feel tl~ut tllr. ~ ) ~ ~ l ) l i c  
sector is starvetl ant1 also bec;ii~s; tliey 
l>elivvc tli;~t spending on cvctrytllil~g from 
schools to ~nissilcs is the bcst \ray to spur 
our n;ition's gro\vth. :I Sixon i~tl~~rinistra- 
tion \\,or~l(l move 11ir1c11 Inore c:~utio~lsly 
in t l ~ c  tlirc.ctior) of goverrl~nent spcndi~~g. 
Tlic Repc~l)lic;~~i vie\\. is tlii~t t l~c  pul)lic is 
not starvctl as the I>cnlocrats claitn. Ilore- 
over, thr way for ollr nation to grow is 
th ro~~gh higher privitte spendi~lg ratl~er 
than liighctr govcrnnrcsrrt spcntling. 

CONCLUSION 

Bclorc- t l l c .  election is over many opinions 
and I~eliefs will be espressetl. Evcr~orlt: of 
us slioultl rcrtlizc w l ~ i ~ t  thc vario~~s car~cli- 
dates stantl for. In coriclusion may I remir~d 
all eligil~lc voters to rsercisc their preroficr- 
tive. Be surr to vote, and vote with 
intelligence! 
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FROM THE PASTOR'S STUDY 

REV. R. VELDMAN 

"011e tllir~g lrace I dcsiretl . . . ; thcrt I 
11t(j!1 tltcell irl the horrse of tile Lrjrtl . . ." 

I's.&xI 5:4 

\Ve often read itntl hear about the 
" h o ~ ~ r e  of the Lord." \Ye often spc*i~k of 
it, espcu'ially in connectiot~ witl~ clivinc 
\\,orship; even with reference to our tn;itcrinl, 
vi3iblr church horne. 

Rmllp, \vltnt is the Irouse of tl~t. I,ol~cI? 
Its dalxlr, spirih~al significance.? 

Is it merely ;I matter of goltl ;irrcl silver. 
pt~rplc and fine linen, wootl :~nd sl~lnc., 
pe\\.> and pulpits ant1 beitutifttl fist~lrc*~? 
\Ve know better! 

That \vas not the case even i ~ t  i I 1 t 3  r~ld 
tlispensation. .l'hat tabc.rrlacle in thc tlrscrt 
and that milgrtificent temple of Solo~rton 
in Jen~salem \sterr not per st. the I I I I I I S ~ :  
of tbc Lord. I 'n~e, tltcre \\,;IS ;I connc.ction 
behvecan these places and God's I~ol~sr, 
clowr I>y fiw than c\ists loclay, I)c!c;ltlre 
of t l ~ c  t?pical clraracter of the oltl clis- 
per~iation. Tl~ey \verc- t?-pcs and borc* tl~c: 
n;trncb of the 11o11sr of Ciotl. Ilavitl, cSl:r- 
tainly, \\'as thinking itbout the ta1,t:rn;rclc 
when he sitid, "One thing havr I tlc~sircul 
of the* Lord, that \\.ill I seek itfter; (Itat I 
may tl\veU i t t  the 11o11>c of t l~e  L01rtl ell 
the d:~pz of Inp life, to beholtl the I x * : I I I ~ ~  
of the Lord." .-\ntl again, "IIo\r. ; t~~~i ;~ l ) le  
are thy taberr~:teles, 0 Lorcl of hosts! \Iy 
soul longeth, yra, cven fuir~ttxtli for tlie 
cotlrts of the Lord." 1's;llrn 84. 

Ho\vc*ver, ti~l,cm:~clt. nntl tctmplc as r r~c l~  
\vcre not yet the housc. of tlre Lorcl. \\'lien 
finally the ti~l)ernaclc was dist~~antlt.tl :tilt1 

rep1itcc.d h>- the gorgcBous t c ~ ~ ~ p l e  of Solo- 
mon, God's Ibouse tlicl not cltanpe. \\'lien 
later still thilt tcmplc was tleslroyc~tl by 
thc Cl~aldean hordes, Gotl's I~ousc* was 
not tlestrqctl. Consc.cltlently. 1srac.l conltl 
\-el). \\ell ent1.r that temple tvithout c:\er 
cmterittrr the house of the Lord. 1 % ~  the 
sanlc token, tl~c>- coulct be far frotrr Jciru- 
salenl itnd yet d\vell, essentiully, i l l  tlie 
houic of Gotl. Ho\v well SO~OIIIIIII sn\v 
all this \I-hen he aitid in his clet1ic;ttnry 
praycr, ''Rut \\-ill God in very deed cl\vell 

\vith lncn on the earth? Bchold, I~ri~ven 
iund the heavens of heavens cannot contain 
thee; 11ow ~ntlch less this I I I I I I S ~  \vhich 
I have I~rlilt!" 

The same is tme today- God's ho~tse 
is not it  mere 1)tiilding of \vor,tl rind stone. 
11 is not h ~ e ,  th:tt there are tl~c~usands of 
llol~ses c ~ f  Gocl all over the world; that 
\vhrn ;I cht~rclr I ~ ~ r n s  clown ;I 1101the- of 
Cod turns to ashes; thitt \ v h e ~ ~  you lose a 
c1111rch 1)11ilding you're losing a house of 
Chd. Actually, you're losing   lo thing. Sor 
is it t r ~ ~ e .  that poll cannot be in the 
I~ousca of God \vithout Iwing in ;I ellurch. 
Cr~d's Ilouse I I U I ~  be in ;I foxhole or on 
the 11igI1 seas, ;it your lathe or office tlrsk, 
in your l~ome or in bed,- iury\vherr! 

111 f'i~ct, the house of thc I.ord is not 
4 

csven t l r v  fonn;tl, visil)le gatherins of the 
hi~i~lts for di\inc \vorsl~ip. 

This comes closer, of courso. I3:lvicl is 
certainly thinki~rg also of tlrc.se blc?ised 
;tssernl~lics of CoJ; people to sen.e and 
praisc Ihc Cot1 of tlleir salvnlion. 1)ivine 
 orshi ship occupic-s an itnporti~lht place in 
Cod's Itouse, as we know itntl espcricnce 
it in this prescant life. Tlierc? Cod I~uilds 
His cliurch hy His IVorcI arid Spirit, d\\,elLs 
in a bpecial \\.ity \vil11 His own, revc.als 
llis I)c.i~rlties. Thcrc is t l ~ e  \vorkshop of 
the Holy Chat, \\-her<. ;ill the. \c~onclcrs of 
divine redemption arc ap~licscl to the 
I~cwts of Gotl's elect. There (.;otl t.~~liqllt- 
cbns tllc. und~.rst;lnding, cl~tick~:ns in faith 
and 1101)~, f c d s  ilnd clurnches unto eternal 
life; il~rtl thew tlte Christian is rcfrc.shec1 
i~:itl enrielled in the grace of Al~nighty God. 
;It. \vho doesn't care ;tl~out cli\$ine worship, 
or !ino\vs no true desire when there, s ~ ~ r e l y  
c;~nuot speak of dxvelling in tllca housr of 
the Lord. Tour intcrest in Cotlk house is 
measurc.tl I)y your interest in divine ~vorship. 
'I'l~r former eiunnot I)c grc:ttcr than the 

4 
latter. 

Evc.n so, tl~is gathering of the saints for 
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\\-orship is not yet t l ~ c  hot15e of Cotl. You 
c;~nnot simply idctr~tify 111e ~ M ' o .  It is 
entircly ~ossihlc that yo11 ;Ire present at 
thr! forr~~cr without ever cxpc*rivncing t l ~ e  
hlcssedncss of the latter. Besiclrs, \rvhen 
thi! scnicc. is over and vor~ return to your 
~ ~ I I I I C S ,  :trc yo11 no lo11gc.r in tile h o ~ ~ s e  
of the Lord? Hosv, then, can \s7e speak 
I~erc of tlwelli~~g ill t l ~ e  11c111se of the Lord 
"all the tli~ys of our li\.rs?" 

\\'hat, t h e ~ ~ ,  is the l ~ o u s ~ .  of t l ~ e  Lord? 
. It I.; the pl;~cr \\,l~err Cod tlwells. Sot 
\\rl~c.re God is. Gotl is rvery\vl\ere. G a l  
i q  i l l  hell too. I~Io\vcver, 11(.1I is not C:od'\ 
house. God's Ilousc, is t11(. place \vherr 
C;otl tltc*c*lls, in Iovc i111d fl.ic-~l(lsl.~il>. 

I t  is God's covenant, His ctverliwting 
falllily life., \\rl~crevc-r Gotl revc;~ls Ili~nself 
as our Fitther, lives in love ancl Frie~~dship 
\vith thtd crent~~re, ~nnnifrsts His beo~~ties 
arltl m;~nifold perfections to thi. cretth~re, 
bestows IIis covenant I)c.nefits on His 
crr;~t~trr.  By tl~i. salllc token, it is whc~rever 
\vcB nlay d\r,cll \vit11 Him as His childre11. 
livc* wit11 H i ~ n  in lovc i~ncl irientlship, 
experience His beauties and blessings, know 
ant1 ser\.cb Hi111 as Ilis covcntl~~t serv.~nts 

F foy;::rc,\~cr ~ O I I  f i ~ ~ d  tht.re yo11 find the 
h o ~ u e  of the I.ord, irrespective of time or 
pli~ce. For Jacol, it was thilt plilce by the 
sitlc of t l ~ e  roi~tl, wllrre thc Lortl appcnred 
to him in a tlreiun. He ci~lled the 1l;inle 
of that p1:tce 13cthel -11011sc of Cod. \\ 'l~y? 
IIe himsc.lf tells IIS, "Surely the Lord is in 
this plari., a ~ ~ t l  I ktre~v it not. This is 
none ot l~rr  Ix~t  the house of God, itnd 
this is the gat<. of Ileavcrl." For us it is 
\vhcrcver the covctnitnt of Cod. colll~ll~~nion 
\\it21 Gocl, is expc:riencc.cl, \\]lether in 
chr~rch or at homc:, at \vor!i or on the 
btrcet. 

Under.\t;tndi~~x ~liis, we itlso ~~ntlerstantl 
that and ho\\* the Ilouse of the. Lord has 

It \\.as in I'aratlise, - i l l  symbol 11nd 
shndo\v. 

Certainly, thitt was God's h o ~ ~ s e .  Tl~erc 
Atli~m d\vclt \\'it11 Got1 and t11cl.c the Alost 
Higl~ esti~blisl~ecl IIis covisnant with Initn. 
There God livcd ill love iincl friendsl~ip 
with the crent~~rr,  iu~tl thcre i\cl;un knew 
autl servctl his Cod ;IS prophet ilnd priest 
nntl king. He too. coulcl say therefore, 
"Otlc thing h;~vc I desired of the Lord, 

t11:tt \\ill I seek after; that I nlily dwell 
in I I I V  house of thc I.ord nil thc days of 
my life, to lxliold the beauty of the I.ortl." 

I.lowevcr, that first house of God was 
only a sh:~do\v, a far c v  fronl that far 
grc~i~ter l~lcs\etlnc:ss thitt God had conceived 
for Ilis I,eol~lr. 111 11int first 1'ar;ttIisc~ a11 
\\-as c-artl~y ant1 naturitl. Therefore it Ilad 
to fall a\v;ly to makc. room for the I,cLter 
houst. i r~  Christ. 

Of thi~l bettc.r 1io11sc \vc see t l~c tyl~ic:tl 
manifestiction in Isrile1 of the old dis- 
pe11s;ltion. Thi.rc. Gotl d\velt in iind ilmong 
I I i  people. In fact, there God tlwelt in and 
wit11 His p t ~ p l t -  in liis Son Ji.s~~s Christ. 
.All t l ~ e  types i~ncl sl~itdow\ tc.11 11s that. 
H e n ~ r ,  Israel i t d f  \\-;IS the llot~sc of Chd, 
and \ \ , I IC~I I  Davitl says, "One t l ~ i ~ ~ g  II:IVC. I 
desired . . . ; t11;ct I nlny d\vcll in the hcrt~se 
of the Lorcl ill1 the days of nly life," it 
cvrtiiinly incl~tcles t l ~ e  desire for living 
frllo\\.ship \\,it11 thi~t people, tllrougl~ the 
t>pical Christ. 

IIowcvcr, t11c.n all \\.its onl>- a type, h t i l l  
;I far cry from t l ~ e  hlt.5sedncss yet to colne. 
Isr;tcl, Canatin, tc-mple, sacrifices, proplli.ts, 
prirsts, kings, - ill1 \\;ere only types. 'I'hr 
reality hati not yet come; the Son 11acl not 
yet bvco~1li! flcsh; tllc. La1111, of (;od lrad 
11ot yet heen .sacrificed for sin. Hrnce, 
t l ~ c *  housr of Cod \vi~s still only it ~ y p c ~  of 
Lwttcr thi~rcs to c o i ~ ~ c .  It  \vas more tllarl 
-4tl;11n hatl; less I+; fitr than \\,e hitvc 11ow 
imtl \\pill 11;ive in eternitl bliss. 

The central re-alization of God'h house is 
nonce othcr thiun ollr Lorcl Jusr~s Cl~rist 
Nin~srif, i~nd  rl\\.elling in God's housc is 
tl\vvlli~~g in living fclIo\\~sllip \\lit11 I.li111. 
Sot od \ -  does IIe tl\\,ell in Gotl's I~ouse 
;b lno O I I ~  elsr can. IIe Himsclf is C;r,tl's 
house., the. ti~hcrnacle of Cod \vitl~ us. In 
Flim the Triune God cl\vells in ollr nat~~re.  
In 1 lirn ;ill tht. benefits of God's covrr~ant 
:we realizud; all the fi~lness of the Gocll~rild 
di\,c*lls boclily: ;ill thr bea~~ties of God ;Ire 
glorified. .fhrough llim alone \ve drinr- 
ne;tr to C;od; to h r c *  Him is ~ I I  see the 
Father; to kno\\. Him is to k~~o\v  the 
Fathi-r. 111 nntl t h r o ~ ~ g h  Ililn God d\v~.lls 
\r-it11 us; i l l  ant1 through liim we tlwell 
wit11 God. 

111 living fellowsl~l) with Him the church 
is God's house, th;ct spirih~al builtling 
whereof cLtqctry 1)clievc.r is ;I livilrg s to~~e.  
IIence, r~ot the stntct~tre \\.herein we iu- 
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\enihle, but the living conpegat io~~ itself 
is the hor~sc of the I.r~r(l. In that c h ~ ~ r c h  
Cod dwells in all the riches of Ilis love 
;lnrl covenant friendship. .As nlc~~~l)ers  of 
that church ;tncl in living fellowvslril) ivitli 
it, wve dwvell with tllc Lord our Gocl. For 
IN, that applies cspcx.i:~lly to tllc cl~urcl~ 
;is wrFe may know\, it, see it, belong to it; 
and as it g;cthc.rs togethrr from timc to time 
to worship and esrrcisc the comn~~~niort nf 
the. saints. 

Tlie final ;lntl highest m;tnifcstation of 
ll~is Iiouse of the Lortl will 11c Ireavc.n, of 
collrse; the livir~g, redeenlcd church, under 
i~ncl with 11c.r living Lnrcl, in the new 
Iic;~vens ant1 the new carth. Therc* all - 
thut is no\v in part will I>e ~ilade perfect. 
'I'llc-rc: we sli;~ll sec face to face, and know 
:IS \ve are knowr.11. 

l'llat is the 1101fie of the Lord! 
S e l t  time: 1)welling in t l ~ c  House of the 

1,ortl. 

CRITIQUE 

The ReJormr d PARSONAGE 
AGATHA LUBBERS 

The par.ronage, an institl~tion wvl~icli llns 
ccme to OLTIIP~ a rather in~portant place 
in t!le Christian Churcl~ and is ~);rrt of 
oilr 1lefor1nt.tl heritage, llas its origi~~s (as 
h;rvc niariy other practices in the c1111rch) 
in the rarth-\haking rejection hy Slartin 
Luther of the doctrine aricl the for111s and 
rituals of tltc* Ronlan Ci~tholic Churcll. 

13ecn11se of the ortlin;ince est:~l~lisl~c!d ill 
IJ;lradise tlri~t ;I man t;ike a wife atit1 that 
sllr he a hc4p1nc~t for Iiim and becic~~se cf 
his insistence on a return to the. Bihle, 
Sliirtin Lutllrr dccitlttd to Illarry tlcsl)it(. 
the ~ ~ n d o u b t ~ u l  stigtna towviird n I I  ~;~rl-ied 
c l e r n  and the instability of die* tirncts. 
Luther wvas tllorot~ghly cwnwrinced t l ~ i ~ t  he 
coulcl senr<. Cod morr accrpt;~bly as 1ir;ttl of 
;I home than in ~ a ~ i v e ~ i t  i111t1 coww,l. 

\\'hen on June 13, 152.3 Slartin I..~~tl~t:r, 
the reformc*r and fomier monk, 1)ecame 
the proud Iir~.;hand of attractive ;1nt1 vivnci- 
ous Katharine (K;~e t l~c)  von Ilor;t lie 
created ;in i~istitr~tion, t l ~ c  pnrsonap., \r,lliclt 
was to I~ecome one of the import;~nt parls 
of the Protestant Church. 

Under the caption. "l'lic Protest:tl~t Far- 
sonage Totlny" in Christic~nit!l 'I'otlc~y, 
Septeu~hcr 12, 1960, &.lie Lund, I1rof(ts.ror 
of Religion at Concortli;i Collcge, .\loc~rh(.ad, 
Slinnesot;~, wvritcs concerning the pilrsonagc 
(or m;uisc.) ivliich c;ulle to occ1111y \vll:tt 
he calls 3 r:ttlier "special nicl~c." in tllr 
history of tlte \Vcstcrn wvorld. Ilc*cently 
there has bcwn sonic rliscussion concerning 
the virtue of a celibate clergy in tile I'm- 

tc-sti~nt Churches. The Rornan Catholics 
clilirn reasons for rejoicing in thr fact 
that they coc~lcl boast ;I celibate clergy, 
I N I I  Jol111 Cillvin deplorctl the co~itlitions 
tl~itt prevailed ill the convrnts of tllc I3oma1i 
C;~tllolic Cli~~rch. He deplored Lhe fact 
t11;1t the C1111rch of his clay had pro~lioted 
cc:lil,ac)- or the singlc life ;IS the I~iglirst 4 
t).pr of lloliness. Tliis wvas unDi11licd. 
Concerning the conw-mt Citlvin said: "It is 

- 

~ c i ~ r ~ e l y  po.rsi11le to find one convent 
in ten \vhich is riot ri1thc.r n brotlicl than 
;I ttncltuary of cllastity." 

I)r, Lund commences the hotly of his 
;trticle in Cltri.sfbnity Tocloy by discl~s\ing 
ihe of the pilrsonage. He notes 
tl~nt I~articr~l;tr attention has i)ec!n enlletl 
tl11.11ug11 die yc.nrs to t11c hum;~n protlncts 
of the parsonilge, the sons and d;uighters 
of the clergy. IIe obsenrts that regi~rdless 
of ill1 other considerations there seems to 
I I I .  somethi~lg peculiarly 1)crleficent ;~l,out 
111itt11ri11g i l l  tlic ;itn~t~s~liel-c of tll(. par- 
sonage hecn~~sc. Protestant elerpnien have 
tl~rough tli(. ye:lrs sired Inore sons for 
\i;lro's IVlio t11;ln have thc. reprcsr~itatives 
c ~ l '  itny otlier profession. 

Ilr. Lnntl ;llso notes th;~t in America the 
rigid I'ictoriar~ ;~trnosphcrc of the past has 
I)c.en so~newvl~:rt eradicated or at least re- 
lasetl so that parsonage chilclrcn ;ire as a 
rcsr~lt no longer expeetetl to set the starid- 
urtls for the children of the entire corn- 4 
~nunity. 

The writer also observes that the air 
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of poverty is \,anishing. Even though the 
c l t : r ~ ~ n ~ i ~ n  is still t l ~ .  pot~rest p;ticl of all 

+ etl~~catetl clasc~.s in our society :I niotlicvm 
of respect ant1 c.cono~~iic security has been 
introducctl into the i1ver:lge r\~~rc>rican par- 
sonage. 

Ilr. Luntl does not \vrite the entire 
story on the debit \ide of the. ledger. He 
points I I ~  two sc-rious probl(*ms \\~hicli 
have inv;rded the Protestant parsonage. In 
tlir fir51 ~,li~cc. Dr. L I I I I ~ ~  frcls that the 
mntlern pstor  is caught I I ~  "in :I web 
of I)usy \vor!i virtually unli~~o\vn to previous 
ge~~erations of clerics." Ilr. I ,and nqtes 
thnt the unicl~~cnrss of the parsonage \\*as 
~ I I I I .  to tlit. f:~c*t tl~at tl~c* fathc*r coultl be 
at honit. \\it11 his family and could spend 
a 111;ljt)rity of l~is tirne in the slutly. Be- 
calrse of the l )uy  \\rllirl of ncti\*itirs this 
is 11o longer t l~o  casr. 

'I'he writer also points out t l ~ e  prol>lcm of 
creeping \vorlcIlirrcss in thc parsonage. He 
quite correctly notes that i t  ol' 1111 liornes 
o ~ ~ g h t  to Ile "in thr \vorltl but not of the 
\\.orlcl." Even tl~ougl~ thca p:lr.;on;rge shonld 
not be tliougllt of as ;i "coctl~lc;~tional 
clnister" it sl10~1lc1 nri~c1.111elcss not be 

6 cloi~iinatctl 1,. ;III intliscrimi~lati~~g tt>le\ision 
st5t nor hllo~~ltl tlir coffer tahlt: Ile littered 
with the gac~cly picture tn;i#azi~res of our 
day. 

I f  thr parsonngt* is not tlistit~m~i\l~nblc 
from the avcriige ho~nc or1 thc block it 
slio~~ld I)t. bcrnuw tht- nvoragt- Iion~c II;U 
heen elcvc~tetl to the levc.l of proper par- 
sonicge living :111d 11ot b e c i ~ ~ ~ s e  " t l~e ~~11i1lity 
of the parsonage has tleterioriitetl" beciluse 
of csterni~l ant1 internal influe~~cct. 

There is no cloubt in niy mind that the 
p:irhonaqc is one of the l~ulwarks ol' the 
truth. God has al\v;~ys raised up men to 
occupy the parsonages of the true ch~~rcl i  
to tlefend ;inti preserve the tnlth. As 
the parhonagc goes so goes the cl~~irch 
in Inany instances. 

I do not \\.ant it to be undcrstoocl that 
1 I!elievc. tht. pi;rsoliage is part of' the 
church instih~tc (for this is certaillly not 
t n ~ c  ) 1,111 the mansc8 is ctsrtainly o11c of 
the hubs of :~ctivity of the Refor~ned 
Chr~rchcs. Because of huge esp:ursion pro- 
rra~ns t l ~ e  study has left the parsolrage 
in Inany instanccs ant1 has heen movctl to 
the offices ant1 the church I~ouse. 'l'lie 
activities of thc Slinistcr of the Gospel 
I I I I I S ~  be coorc1in;itecl today \r.itll the activi- 
ties of the llinister of \Iusic, thr. llinister 
of Recrciction, i111d tlw Ed~~cirtionirl lli~lister 
iil the cllurch. 13ecause of ;rll this speciali- 
zation ant1 I~ec:~use of the incrc:~sing size 
of church~.s, thv parsonage has lost to a 
!arc(. cstent its distinctive placc in the 
Christian Ch11rr.h. 

\\'e in the Protestant Heformed Cln~rclles 
s:ill know of ~;~rsonages likc Lutllcr's : ~ n d  
C;iI\.in's. The p:lrson:lye, \\.here tllc \\ford 
of Cod i \  studied ant1 livctl, is ;tntl o ~ ~ g b t  
to 1.e a placc \\-here studies begun in 
ccl l~ge ;~nd  sc.min;~ry are ~x,rpeh~iitc:d. 
Parsonlgc~s ought to contint~e to hi~vc rnotlis 
cxl!ccl "st~tdies" ;~nd  the office shoultl not 
t:ikc. precc-dencc. over the study in clain~it~g 
the paktor's time. 

Certainly tl~c. Iifc of the CIILWCII is 
dirt.ctl>- rc-lated to tllc perpetuation of the 
Refornmed Parsonnge. 

the 
flc c;tliic8 in :urd s:~t near the I):tck. IIe 

L-n\\.cil his 11c;td in prayer. Then, he 
strc.t:.hec: out his feet in front of I\im, 
ya:vnecl twice, popped a lemon drop in 
his ~noutll. ya\\*nrd once ag.iin. nll~bed his 

accident; a1 e!t\. loolcd nl)out him I)le.uily-111:rybe 
tcl c l ~ r t k  :uitl src if he had made it to the 
rill11 p1;ice-and \\-it11 ano+llrr y.I\\n, his 
ht3.1rl beg:~n to teeter rh?-th~nically on l~is 

- ~11o11lclcrs. w 

revene Ijc shuffled to his feet \\.it11 the. opening 
strains of "Pr:~ise God from whom :ill 
blessings fflo\v." \Pith closed ryes, he "p;~id 
attention" to t l ~ e  law and the Scriuh~res. 
lletlitati~~g? Perhaps. Pondering? i'erlii~ps. 

MARY BETH ENGELSMA Sleeping? One cannot prove it 
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t le lurehccl to his fcoet \ \ i t l~ tlie anllcltlnccs- 
tncbnt of tllc- next sonc. 1.1~. assr~~uc>tl :I 

slot~ched pnsition for the congrcg;~Lion;~l 
prayer - shoc~lders slightly I)cnt, his hcatl 
supported Ily elbo\\*s bridge-tl froni k~le*c*s to 
cheek bones. ;\ reverent position? I'crl~;~l,s. 
.+I contemplative- position? Perllaps. A 
\let-ping position? One clannot pr0L.e it. 

'I'he sent ton prol>er could. ~ ) r r h ~ ~ p s ,  : \ I  l'inn 
all previolls suspicions as to his itctions. 
\Vithout an ob\iot~.;. delibcr;~te atte~npt to 
fight dro\\*sir~ess, Ile strctclled o t~ t  his 
cr;umped I(.gs, fol~lctl his arms ticross his 
chest, ~ e n t l y  dropped his 11e;ld to fonn an 
acute angle \vith hi3 chest, :tnd. . . Jlccli- 

tilted? 1 dot113t it. Ponderc.d? I tlot~l,t it. 
S1el't? 0 1 1 ~ .  rannot prove it .  

Five min~ltes l)c.fore thi. scrlnon ttsrtni- 
n;itcd, he came o ~ ~ t  of this "reverie" to 4 
~ I I ~ I I  the congegotiorl in solip nntl closing 
prilyer. 

;\nd I tell yon, this fellow ~vcnt home 
tiloroughly restrtl. \f7ide a\vake, hc was, 
;ant1 f~tlly crluippctl \\,it11 :I set of eyes 
sharp c~lor~gli to hostil>- \vic-\v another \reek 
of Hal)ylon. Prepitred, 11r \v;~s, to rltlench 
;ill the fic9- darts of tllc wickt.tl - \vith 
I~is tlloro~~glll?; rcztctl, IIO\V alrrtctl eyes. 
:\rn~cd, IN. \\,as, \vitli eyes 1)icrcing cnough 
to \vithsti~t~d the \vilc.s of the de\il. 

-- - - -- - 

CURRENT COMMENTS 

JIM JONKER 

Those of you \vho have heen rr.;itlers 
of Rrcrcotl Lights for any Irngtll ol' ti~tlia 
probably gave ;a rtod of recoc~lition to the 
1lc;tdinp of tliis clel~;~rtrne~lt. C~trrent Com- 
mcants is I,;lck ;tg;lirl. Perl1;lps rnillly of 
you thougl~t it \v;ls dead iuld no\\, 11;~s 
I,c-n resurrected. In 3 sense tliitt is true. 
But \ve \vottld ri~ther colll1);Ire it to a 
pcrqon \\.ho is dro\vning, not to I I I I ( ~  \\pl~o 
ha\ been huried. .+I clo\\.ning man sup- 
po4c.a- I>ol,s on tllr surface*, goes clo~ru 
once, hvicc., earl1 tin~c re-;ll)l)carir~g. ' ~ I I I *  
third time dorm Ilr doe.; not co~nc tip. 
Thus it is tvith otlr depart~nerlt. Current 
Col~~lnents first appci~recl in Sctrcot~ I.ieills 
some >-ears aso. It I;~\ted fnr ;I \vhilc-, tlreo 
dropprd under \\.;itcBr. I t  st~rf;lccd again, 
:I few ycurs later, but soor1 \vent clo\\.n a 
hecond tin~c.. So\v it Ins rc!-appe~~rcvl lor 
the t l ~ d  time ancl \\,ill n~;tke ;tn (sffort, 
\vc hope successfirlly, to stay al~ovc bcn 

level. Your interest, snggestio~is, conl~nc~r~ls, 
; I I I ~  criticis111s will perhaps fiive it c111)11gh 
I~ouyancy to skay afloat this time. 

Tllc svolw of this dep;trtn~ent is going 
to be cll;~ngcd S O I I I C \ \ ~ ~ ~ ; I ~ .  Events :urcl 
topics of i~lterest in the p;trticular sl>here 
of the churcl~, home, or school \\,ill be 

treated ~ ~ ~ l t l t - r  Criticlt~e, al)ly written by 4 
i\g;1tI1:1 1~11l~l~rrs .  Cr~rrent Co~nrnr.ilts 
I I ~  not Lo overlap. It \\*ill consider events - 

; u d  topic:, of cllrrrnt or lwrennii~l interest 
O I I  tlir scvne of n;~tiorial iulti intcr~t;~tional 
i~ffiiirs - poLitics, Iliztory, scie~~lifie  chiev eve- 
~t~c.nt, propagand;~. idealogy. etc. 

1-our writer ;~l)proacl~c.s his tilsk with 
wine l~csitation. I.le can I ; I ~  no cl;~im to 
Ileing ;it1 c ~ p e r t  in this field, not even an 
"ilrnnte~~r cspert." r\nd aff;~irs t21;1t l~affle 
[he. rwl experts and oftcn ~nakc their 
prcclictions seen1 ritliculo~~\ must I)tt 11;1ndled 
c;~~~tio~tsly by tlie t~nsLillecl. T\vo con>icIera- 
ticlns, lio\\,ever, lc;ld him to \vrite. Thc 
I'irst i s  t11;lt he \\,ill attcn~pl not  Lo I~ceon~e 
;III espc-rl. not to go out on n lin11, \\it11 
I)rol~ablc pretlictions, but only to tlr;l\v a 
Ice\v ;tntl per11al)h nbvioi~s c ~ ) n c l ~ ~ s i o ~ ~ s  fro111 
c;~cli sit~~;~tion. St~ondly, Ile one 
atlvai~tagc that fc\v co!~l~nentntors today 
c;~rl cliiinl. Thitt ;tdviu~titgc. is thr perspec- 
tive of Iloly \\:rit, the only true 11c:rhpectivc.. 
.+Ilthough the Bil)lr cantlot give us handy, 
rc,ncly-m;~tle mslvcra in terltts of ever). cur- 
rcr~t prol~lrm, it does spc.itk to Its today A 
;ultl lays doun certain t r ~ ~ t h s  \vhich \\;ill 
forever stand in\*iolate. 
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THE RELIGIOUS ISSUE 

The pcllitical battle-1inc.s in the U.S..A. 
h a w  once. ngitit~ hec:~r dr:t\\rn 1111 irtrd set in 
arr;ky for the great Sovrtirber fight. The 
issue\ I~r ing tliscttssc~tl by tllr cantlidates 
;rncl parties iirc: tniitny. Tlrc*re is one issue, 
ho\vrvrr, wlricli thry \voultl like to i~void. 
Th:it is tlle religious issric. S~tiootl~-oyx.rating 
John F. Kennc.tly, Ucmocri~tic nori~inec. for 
Prcnsitlent, is a 13omitn Catllolic. From the 
tintc of 11is i~nnonnccment of cantlitlac>-, 
ni:i~ty eyc.hrc~\vs 11;tvc: hc~*tt ri~ised clues- 
tioningly. 

"Religion n~rtst not I)c an issue." say 
the Democrats. The Repul)lica~ts, obliginqly 
enoriglr, ;lgrce ;urd promises not to campaign 
on those grortucls. But that issue is not 
so \\-illingly \\,islred o ~ ~ t  of esistc*nce. It is 
all issue clr~ite ol>viously. ' 1 ' 1 1 ~  vvry r~npha-  
sis that 110th pilrtic.~ gi,ivu to it, insisting 
tllat it is not i111 i s s ~ ~ c ,  proves clcsirrly that 
it is. 'l'he D(.~nocrats do  not have to sit?, 
:'l'lie color of Ji~ck's hair musl not I>(, an  
i.wr~e." 'I'he 1lcpublic;rns tlo not h;rve to 
produce itn agrrcing st;ltc.nlrnt. No one 
considers Kentictly's 11;iir to I](: part of 

6 the camp;~ign Ilattle. 

Hut Kc.nnetly's rc:ligiol~ is it clifferent 
matter entirely. T o  mary people, enough 
to ~nake  the 1)cmocr;rts sotne\vl~;~t tiilcom- 
fortable, Kennc.dy's Catholicis~n is a vital 
concern. Anti-c;~tholic litcrirture is rolling 
off the pressw 1'rotest;int Icaders are 
ni;rking st;itenrcnts to the press; Protestant 
mitristcrs itre w;~rnii~g thcair cot~gregntions 
fro111 the pulpit. T11itt \\vhich ~ n t ~ s t  not be  
it11 issue simply is ;In issue, ;wd rtot a 
minor one. 

I'ct, llir religious issue is 1101 so II I I IC~I  

an issue relaling to religion. \Ve are not 
conccrrletl rcf;~rtling \vho is i l ~ e  Inore 
religious, or \vlio has a stricter cotlc of 
prop1.r l)rinciplc~s. o n e  coultl conclude 
qltitc safcly that Kc-nnedy is probably a 
hcttcr "Christi;uI" th;~n Xison, \vho ap- 
pitrcr~tly does 11ot 11:ivc enotigh rl:ligiott for 
i t  to becotne : I I ~  iss~lc.. 

Iii~ther, the. issiic., tile rrligilltts is ' i~~e, 
ih ;I politiclrl isscte, drriving from the nahire 
of Ke~mc.tly's rc,ligic~n. Tl1c8 C:ltholic Cht~rch 

R is far more tl~iur a rrligious giant; i t  \viclds 
political po\ver as \vc.II. Its official te;ich- 
ing is that of tlrc supremacy of the 
Chttrclt over thc state. 

B i ~ t  \\,hat ;thout Kennedy's position? He. 
of coursc3, coultl nevrr nln for office n~oin- 
paining the official Catholic stand. He 
c Ii o o s (. s the traclitional hnrericall \?ic\v 
and states openly thirt he  believes in tlre 
sep:~ratin~r of cht~rch ; ~ n d  state. (juitc 110s- 
sil~ly h r  nlakes this statctnrnt sincerely. 
But his positio~r is npl>osed to tlic position 
of his cht~rch. 

That i:nmedi;ttely raises ilnother cluestion. 
Can Iie~lncdy, i u su t~~ inc  his sincc,rity no\\-, 
maintain his position? For the present, 
we can nns\vcar affinrlntively. American 
Catlrolicism, 1,c.rause it is a ~ninority group, 
has been gi\fc*n n rather free rcigti 1,y 
the church in the sphere of politics. Rut 
the Catholic Clr~lrcli it1 Arnvrica finds itself 
in it  uniclr~e siic~ation: due to our demo- 
cratic tr;~ditions and it, minority, it can- 
nct tirke over the countn.. nut  its plans 
ant1 strrttc.gy arc. visible to all but the 
hlincl. Lodi ;I( history, 1>;1st and prescmt. 
n 'hc~~e\ ,er  the C;~tholic Cht~rch could, with- 
out c.rception, it has st.izrd politic:il po\vcr. 
!;s cfficinl teirclring of supre1nac)- has 
never been o ~ l d  untloubtcdly ncver will 
bc repuc1i;ited. Quite recently the \'atican 
made a p rono~~t~cemrn t  to the c.ffect tlrilt 
v . -hc~~ thv Catholics Iravr ;I majority of a 
manm- 's  pop~~l:ttion, they al~rrulcl ~ U I I  the 
ztxrcrnn~cltt aceo rd i~~g  to tlrc pri~rciplcs of 
thc clrurch. The  C;~tholic pop~~lation in 
h ~ c r i c a n  no\v comprises one-third of our 
~ o ; , l e ,  and their r;tnks itre c o ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~ t l y  
gro;;in:. Their rnovc. for poiver, howt!vcr, 
illcist wait until they have tire majority, 
pr l iaps  ill tlrr ]lot too distant future. 
Hetlcc., it \ \ ~ ~ r ~ l d  be  folly for tllc chrtrcli 
te try at  the present to co~rtrol Ken~ti-dy. 
Fir ~t~rtlo~tl,tcdly cottid !ast his tvnn 1111- 

tcaclrcd. Uni it miglrt not go that \tray 
if anothcr Catl~olic receivcd tlrc liigltcst 
cfficc. sevc.r:rl yc1itrs fro111 no\\-. 

llirny C;~tf~olics ill Anrerica :Ire c;ts~tal 
Catl~olics, who inccrcly 1,clieve in such 
ncrl-Cttholic itlci~s as freedorn o f  religion 
and the sepiratiotr of c1111rch :rlrd stiitr. 
silt casu:ll Catholics tcnd to lose tlrc.ir 
casrtitlness w11c11 frtcrtl \\-it11 the tlireiit of 
e\-ro~~rmurric;~tion. ; \ l t l~ol~gl~ Kennedy is 
perhiips not tr~iich of ;I risk, IIC  c o ~ ~ l d  
psvr the \vay for a Catholic successor to 
\\-Irc~~n the \'atic;~n col~ld anel \vould tlictatc. 

S o w  the Church is very inconsistent, 
biding its time. Consistency \ \ ~ ~ n l t l  dcrn:ll~d 

BZACON LIGHTS 



ttri~t henncdy be ackno\vledgt:rl as one, of 
t\vo thing.;, no tllircl altc.rnati\,r I,c*i~~g 
possible. Ile is eitllcr a heretic ant1 sl~oultl 
be decliucul anathcnla. or Ilr is a pt~ppct 
of Rome. 

I can't tcll you 11o\\. to vote; I tlo11't 
even feel th;it I c;itl \\-.am yo11 not to \wtc 
for Kennedy. But I can tell you to cor~sicler 
vtan, very careflllly ancl j)r:~yetfi~lly tllat 
religious iasne. Yo11 are ust~i~lly 11rgc-d to 

get out and vote, regardlcsi of \\'holll yo11 
\.otc for. '1-hat ib noriscrlsc; ii votc. for the 
\\.n,n,o Iniln is xvorse tlran 1111 vote i ~ t  all. Y 

130C (1311rea11 of Censorship) \vishes to . 
csplnin th:~t the heading in 1 s t  ~nonth's 
Weucoii Lights, "Christian Living . . . s;l?.s 
r\rr Rl?cOir," referred only to thc rubric 
I)y that flame. I~lcidentally, utr rc,roir is 
I:rench for arrf ~riedersel~t*~~. - eci. 

TRUTH VS. ERROR 

about: "THE KEY TO fVER!lTHllG" 
REV. R. C. HARBACH 

Dear Editor \Valker: 
The recent August issue of the Cl~risti;ur 

1-ifc. ll;~gazine carries the first part of a 
series, an article entitled, "The Kcby to 
Evcything," I,!: Sorlnan Cr~ll~l, .  Tilt. title 
s t r ~ ~ c k  niy curiosity, as, to most pvople, 
the ke>- to anytl~irlq is of mthrr \.itrl 
interest. Titles sucll :IS 'Tllc Key ti1 Suc- 
cess," or 'The Key to \\'ill Po\vc~,'' or 
"TIIc. Kcy to I-Iypnotisnl" arc tittr;tctinc 
thousands today. Another "key." "Sci(.lrce 
ant1 Health \\:ith Key to tlir Scrilltltrcs," 
has a t tmctd  its ten thousnntls. Keys thrre 
are. and "krys." But solile "kep" arc to 
tloors \vhich open only into a !.;~\vliiii:: 
cllilsnl. 

13ut the "lie>- to c.ver?.tl~in~!" It r e ~ n c d  
ztlnlost too pretentior~a, as at first 1 tl~ot~g!lt 
1 W;IS going to rciicl t l ~ t  tllis key \\.;IS 

tvithin nl;tn, son~ething he hild or cotlid 
get. But i r~  this I \vas happily disappointed 
\vlrc?n it \vas sti~tcscl that sinful self is 
"c.stre~nc.ly unimportant," tlli~t man ol' him- 
self is nothing, has nothin:: and c;clt pet 
notl~ing; and that this "key to everytlling" 
is not in tnan, nor in anything I I C .  c.ln 
attain, nor in i111y part of the crt-ittion. 
'I'lle key is Cod Iiitnxlf. He is the key 
to eveq.thirip. This was good. 'l'ltis the 
Christian c:in belicvc. 

But then the i~rticle scc.tns to present 
n "Cod-ibs\req'thi~~g." and "everytl~ing-is- 

God" pl~ilosophy. At Ii.;~st the itleit of 
Cotl presented is not t l ~ c  God of the 
Cl~ristiiul faith. For on 1). 1-1 \\*t. read, 
"Love is e\-clusivc.ly a chari~cteristic of one 
I'clrson only -." I f  love is t l ~ c .  characteristic A 

of one I'crson only, to tlic. c:xclt~sion of all 
other Pctrsons, then the Persol1 of the 
Father i t t ~ t l  the Person of the Spirit .ue 
c!scl~tcIctl from this ilttril~tttc. Lovc is here 
limited to only tile sccnncl J'erson of tlu: 
Godlleatl. 

Ilowc\~cr, \ve rc.;itl, "He tllat love-tln Sle 
sllnll be loved of \ly Fi~tlier, ant1 I \\dl 
love 1lit11. . . hly Father \\.ill lo\re Ilim, and 
\\re \\-ill come u11to hkn" (Jolun 14:-11, 3). 
'I'his provrs that t l t r  Perso11 of ~ l ~ c  Father 
is tIistil~ct fro111 the Person of t l ~ c  Son, 
and that t11r F;~tIler is love in :urd of 
I lirnself, cLvcn as t 1 ~ -  Soti is lovcb in and 
of 1Iin1sc-If. Tllcre is also proof th:it the 
Person of the I loly Spirit is Hi~nsolf love: 
"The f n ~ i t  of tllc- Spirii is Iovc" (<;;tlatians 
.5:.'.'). " I  I~csecch yoit . . . for L I I ~  love ot 
the Spirit" (Rom;tns 15:30). \vlii:It sho\vs 
that lovc. is of (out of) the Spirit, is 
clcor fro~n Rnll~iuns 5 : 5 ,  Gr., "tllc love 
of Gotl hiit11 Iwen por1rc.11 ont in our 
hearts tllrough the Holy Spirit." The 
I-Ioly Spirit is a distirhct Prrson in the 
C:oclhead, clearl!* clisting~~isl~t?d from the ' A  
I'erson of the Father ant1 fro111 the per so^^ 

of the Son (Johu 14:16, 17; 15:-16; 16:13- 
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1.5). Lovr, ther~, c;rnnot I J ~  cscl~~sively a 
chari~ctcristir. of "one Pc!rson, :und one 
Prrson only," since there are three Persons P in the Gncll~ead, i~ncl Tlrey all equally 
possess all the attl.il)~~tes of God. 

011 p. 13 it is stated t l ~ i ~ t  "tl~rrc's only 
oncl Person in the ~~n ive r se  who ever said, 
'I LI I~ . " '  T l ~ i s  is not t r ~ ~ c ,  for it is the 
T r i ~ ~ n e  Gotl \\rho s;~ys, "I :urn that I am," 
ant! not ~~rvrely ollcS of tlrr persons of thc 
Trinity. It \\.as t l rct  first I'erson of tllr 
Trinity \\*)lo saitl, "This is \Iy belovcd 
S ~ I I ,  in wliom 1 0111 \\'ell plc-itsecl" (Xli~tthe\\r 
3: 17 ). Thc. o p i n i o ~ ~  that "there is only 
one St4f in the uni\*crsc" c;~~rnot,  therefore. 
he correct. For t l~cre is not only ont. 
Self (Ego), hut l l~rce  in t l ~ e  on(. Divine 
Being. Thcrc- are three I'ersons in God. 
tl1rc.c c:tem;~l Egos \\rllo siay "I." 

'I'o say "1Ili.re is only one Self in the 
u~~ ive r se  \vho is rc~i~lly i~n~)ortant," (p .  13) 
is c.ither to regarcl tlir othcr t\vo Persons 
of t.lie Godl~eilcl ;IS unin~port;ult, or to turn 
thc three clistinct I'ersons of the Tr in ib  
into simply threr ~ni~nifcsti~lions of one 
sol(! person. 'rhe latter sc.cms to be in- 
tentlc.tl in the \\vortls, "It is exclr~sively 
Christ \i7110 is (;od; it tloesrit matter 
\vl~c.tlirr you c;~ll llir~r (Cllrist) Fother, 
Son or IIoly Spirit." For according to 
this view. sincc thore is only one solitary 
person in t l ~ e  onc9 Ilivinc 11c.i11g that you 
c o ~ ~ l t l  call God, you coultl, then, cell 
Christ not o ~ ~ l y  SOII, ba t  1:irther i ~ n d  IIoly 
Spirit; antl in eloil~g .so, you wnuld be  
correct, bec:~use according to this unitarian 
economic "trinity" Gocl rc.\,c.i~letl I~iniself 
in  the Old c c o ~ l o ~ ~ ~ y  i ~ s  F'atl~c.r, in t l ~ c  Xe\v 
economy ;IS Son, ant1 shall in the future 
cconollly as I.Ioly Spirit. 

'rl~is is ftuther bro11g111 o11t in the 
author's \vortls, "Thcrc is only one person, 
ant1 the h~~rnirn  crc$i~t io~~ is I)rougl~t into 
a living reli~tionslril) \vith t l~is On(: . . ." Is 
not this a11ci1-nt philosophy of the 
rnodi~l "trinity," \ v l ~ ~ r r  one pc:rson acts 
in t l~ree elifferer~l n~cltles or ~ n a n ~ ~ c ~ r s ?  Gocl 
merely asmnes  three modes of action or 
manifcstatio~~. The tli\,inih of Christ, we 
notc, is aclino\vlctlgcd, I J ~ I ~  any personal 
distinctions in tlir Godhe;~tl are tlenied. 
The .\ame one Person is ;it oi~cr* Father, 
Son i ~ ~ r d  t l ~ l y  Spirit. Tlierca is no essential 
Trinity. The Fat l~cr  and t l ~ e  Spirit are 
not tlistinct I'crso~~s \vho o~ lgh l  to be  \+-or- 

shippcd by c v e n  hctlicver, 11ccausc "there 
i only one Person \\*ho is really important 
(existent)." 

This one Person is s:~itl to 11:1ve a 
"prrfection of lift. and lo\fc," but, lor ;I 

solitary "Gotl" (one in persoti as well as 
one in being), this \\roultl be irrrpossihlr, 
at  Iri~st herore creation, \\*hich mc.iins that 
in e t e ~ i t y ,  beforr the fol~ndation of the 
\vor!tl. it was impossible for "Hitu" to ha\,r 
fello\vsl~ip, :IS thew \\?ere no ot11t.r persons 
\~-iitln wlrom to fello\vship. Hc. could neither 
kno\v himself, nor love himsc~lf. IT~ritarian 
philosophy is contr:~clictory to Cotl's pc.rfect 
interth-istic, hinitarinn, covenant life. 

Besides dcnying tllr tmtologi!ic;~l trinity, 
t!ie ;~uthor scSems to hold ir kind of pan- 
theism, that everything is Cod anti Gocl 
Is r\,t rythi~!(:. "Tl~o rest of creation call 
ccnt;~in n~rrr~ife.rtnliotls of Cotl; wc can 
contain as Person (it& RCI-I). A person 
cannoi manift.$t himsclf as a pcrson through 
anythi~rg else. than ;I person." P;intlrc.ism 
%-aches that in the process of cvol~~tionary 
de\.elop;nent. God \\,;IS oricinally very irn- 
perso~lal, ;ultl hacl to, by a proccss of 
"being wcl I:ecominfi," go throl~gh the 
stnges of in:~nima:e matter, to nnin~ill, to 
man. It was in mantind tli;~t God I)ccame 
pcr\t1113Lze~l. Ina~li~n.rte crc*:~t~~res arc. rnan- 
iic.v!c~tbn.s of God, I>r~t He I~ecomcs per- 
so~~ctli;ed in the h l ~ ~ n ; ~ n  race. - r his p'ntlwistic ilnplication is suggested 
to tile readcur \\.hen the \vriter makes the 
finitc* crealie)rr thv necessary niateri;d body 
of tl~cs Infinite God. "The \vhole creation 
csists bec~ubc  t.he Spirit mnst have a Imkly i r  
whiz11 to 1n;inifest 1li:nself." This tlerlies 
the  solute indep'r~dencc of God, ~ n a k n g  
Him tlepenclcnt upon His o\vn crvation. 
Th:tt is. God had to (of ncu.essit\..) crratc 
in ordc; to 11:rve a place to tl\\,ell, i r ~ ~ t l  to 
;xprove Hiinself ovcr His prc-creation con- 
clitio~~ of a t l  i s e In I )  o d i c tl Spirit. The 
sintenlent is n denial of the eterni~l self- 
szff icicmcy of God. 

T l ~ c  au~hor's t l ~ o ~ ~ g l r t s  o ~ ~ g l i t  to I)c morc 
careh~lly worded, if he  dtws not intend 
uuit,rri.lnlsij~ and ~);~ntheisnl, and slrould 
El- r\pressc.tl in liamlony \\-it11 all Scripture 
and the historic, Protcstarit, Cluisti;ln faith. 
For the statcnlcnts as indicated in tl~c* above 
quot;~tio~ts prewnt 11 "Gotl" who cc11111ot 
be the "key to everytlkg," but only tlrc 
key to the P;~ndora box of errors. 
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HELPS FOR BIBLE STUDY ON THE 

B o o k  of' 13-EVELATION .I 
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 lessor^ S (Recelatiorl 6:l-3): The FI  
1. Introductory. a. Thris far we tliscl~ssetl 

the intlividual horsemen ; i i ~ t l  their aignifi- 
cance. 11. The question still remains: \\'hat 
is their mutual relation iuntl why tlo they 
pnrsnt. thcir coilrsc in the 'i~rth? 15sl>c~cially 
does tlrc rlurstion prcscnt itself: why do 
the Iirzt three horsemen follo\v tllc. first, 
or, in other \\,orits: \\.hnt is thc rc.lntion 
behvccn the cause of Christ on t l ~ c r  orie 
hand, ;tnd war, social aritl econornic strifr, 
and death on the other hiund? 

2. \ir;ir v-. the cause of Christ in tilt. 
\vorltl: a. The sc-cond horse~r~an reproacs~rls 
war its sent by God into the \\,orltl. It 
folIo\v\ the \vl~itc. horse iuntl its riclcr, sug- 
gesting that sol~ieho\\- it tn~ist  servls t11e 
latter. I lence : ivliat relatiori is there ;~ccord- 
ing to Scriphlrc bebveeli the c;u~sc. nf 
Christ and war? b. Scriptllrc teachc-5 tl1.1t 
the wars in the tvorld arc all more or less 
clirectly relatetl to the one grcat w,lr 
behvecbn Christ i ~ n d  -4ntichrist. (S IY 1);in. 
7 ,  8 ) .  The follot\-ing elcments  nus st be 
I)orne in ntind: ( 1 ) .\la11 \\as crcxitetl to 
have dorninion over thca wholr c.;irthly 
\\odd. ( 2 )  _Gter the fall, \v11e1i miin l~ecamc 
a rebcl acainst Cocl ant1 scmarlt o f  tl~c. 
devil, this urge still rei11;iins in llii~i. Ilr 
nah~r;tlly stri\'cs for the rci~lizaticln of a 
world-empire. ( 3 )  :it Hi11)el \ve see nn 
early attempt to realize thiz ambition, but 
Got1 separated the human race into 11;ttions 
,mil scattered tlrem 0vc.r the earllr. ( 4  ) 
Thc rcsult is th:~t no\v each nation for 
itself sccl;s \vorld-dominion. ( 5 ) God, 
howcv~.r, auointc.tl His King over :ill things, 
thc Clrrist. IIe is heir of it11 tliirijis i~ncl is 
destintd to have tlominion over all thing. 
(6 )  Ilence, thc. striving of the tvorld to 
esta1)lisli a \\*orltl-crnpire :isxiuliles ;in :nnti- 

christinn character. T l ~ e  ideal is to est;tl~lisli 
;III ernpirc. that is u~riversal iii srolx* and 
from \vhich Christ is r\-cludccl. Hcncr, tl~c. 
\\.nrs of this \vorlcl ;irr pres&ntc.tl in Scrip- 
Illre is ii1w;iys ciilmit~;~tirlg in ~\~ntichrist. c. 
This antichristian \vorld-power will, i~ccortl- 
ing to Scripture, ultil~iately bo rritlizi~l for 
;L zhrlrt t i n~r .  Iluring the r e i ~ n  of h t i ch r i s t  
t l ~ r r r  will I)e no room for tlic: Church on 
ta~rth. (He\.. 13:15, 17). 1Te11co, he  nxty 
I1c revcalctl only "in Iris time". (I1 Thc.s\. 
.':GI. \\;;ir is one of the chief nlriins 4 
tvhrreby C;otl prevents the prc:li~ature rei~li- 
zntion of t l r c .  ;ultichristi;ln wc~rltl-dominiot~. 
:\s lone :IS the world is still clividecl aa;tinst 
itself thc "~nan of sin" camot  I)e revealecl. 
I lmce, t l ~ r  red liorsc follo\vs tlic- \\'lute. 

3. Socii~l conflict and thr  cause of 
Christ: a. The  third I~orsem;~n (oil thr 
1)l;ick horst,) represents the slnarl~ ccn~tr;~st 
I)c*lween t l ~ c  conccntr;~ted \vc.:ilth of 111~. 

fC\v and the nri~sstt., that li\*c I I ~  thc thy. 
I lc  follo\v\ the rc-tl horse i ~ r ~ t l  the \r~tritc-. 
'I'iie rluestiorl therefore, nrisrs: \\.hat is thc 
rc1;ition I)ct\veen ( I ) the tliircl horsen~iin 
icntl thc scrond. and ( 2 )  bet\\.c.cn the tliirtl 
I~orseman :cntl the first? 1). \\'c Inay obscn-e 
l~c rc  thnt  i t  is very e\iclrnt from i1ct11;11 
c:oi~ditions in the worlil, tlliit tli(, third 
Ilorsemnn ;il\vays pilrsues his colirse throtigll 
the enrtlr: ( 1 )  Alt\si~ys the \\.oallh of the 
~-;trtll is in tllr bantls of compar.;itively fcw 
Itlc:n, ~ v l ~ i l c  the mas\c0s live by thc, clay i ~ n d  
consllliit- t l~ei r  \rPagcs ;is they e;im them. 
This is so t n ~ e  that ;I\ soon ;is the 1;tttc.r 
;ire unciiil~loyecl tlrcy need "relief". ( 9 )  
~ \ n d  this sitrl;~tion tlovelops no matter wh i~ t  f l  
fonn of society prevails: slavery, the feudal 
system, ciipitali~ni. c. This soci:~l contrast is 
\vrought I,y God, as \vc have sct.11. But IIc 
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\vorks this ~ncrliatcly: ( 1 ) On thr one Irand 
by I)esto\r,ing upol~ nwn diffcrer~t tale~rts, 
gifts, potvers and Ilreans. ( 2 )  On the other 
a t l r ~ ~ g l i  tllr sin I J I  cov~-lr)~~srlr.ss in 
man's heart. d. Thr res~~lts  are: ( 1 ) Internal 
strife-, strikes, I~oycotts, rcvolutior~s. ( 2 )  
.And ofter war. \\'hilt \v;tr ( the retl I~orse) 
is oftcsn t l~e  Iorrrr~nncr of clc:l)l-cssion, tire 
cseono~nic xtrife (thc- black horse) is often 
tile forcrur~ncr of tvilr. c. 'l'l~us :dso the 
third horsemiun prevents tllc. prrmature 
cst:rl~lishn~cut of lllat iurticl~riatian setup 
that \vill leave IIO room in society for the 
Chr~rch. (Rev. 13:17). 

3. Ilei~tll a1111 thr cause ol' C:l~rist: a. 
The thirtl horacnlan is Ijei~th, phy\ical 

tlenth, not in the form of special visitations, 
Inlt as it al\\~;~!~s operates in t l ~ v  ei~rth. 
(Onc- fnurth represents the rrtlmber of men 
that norln;tlly tlic). 1,. The effcct of this 
last horseman is ~r~anifold. But it aLso 
~ > r e ~ c ~ i t b  the prelnnturc! realization of the 
"mnn of sin", tlr;~t he may be re\rcaled 
in his o\rln timc-, I)c.causc ( 1 ) It gives ci~cli 
ger~eratiol~ b ~ t t  a short time to work. ( 2 )  
It tlelays the t in~e that the earth shall be 
fillctl. (3)  It removes cach man from the 
scenc t\fl1~sn I I V  has served Cocl's purpose, 
also the .\les;rndrrs, Caesars, Kapolco~~s, 
Hitlcrs. c. L:lslly, it also directly affects 
the Chlrrch. ( 1 ) It facilit;rtes i~postircy 
(Jr~tlges 2:8-10). ( 2 )  I t  p;~tliers the elect 
into the Churcl~ triu~nph;int. 

Le,sson Sl (Rel;elntio~~ 6:R-11): The Cry of the Sorils Under the riltnr 

1. j's. 9: a. And \\4le11 IIC hntl ope-ned the 
fifth scd. It is evitlrnt tl~at the fifth sc-i11 
differs mtlically fro~n t l ~ c  f o ~ ~ r  prrcecling 
unes. It does r~ol cnlfect anytlling on the 
cart11 LS did those.. \\'lie11 it is opmed 
sol l~rthin~ occurs in Ilcave~~, \vitlr thc scti~~ts 

6 irr glo v. This is clr:niccl by thosr a h o  
,vottltl follow tlrc: c1111rcl1-llistorical ~r~ethod 
of ir~tcrprc~tntion. .Accortiing to tht:m, the 
rc. , i~~i l t ion  1'- of tlris scnl ~lrusl be fot~ntl in 

the persw11tion of the clturch u~~elcr  Dio- 
cktinrr, or in t l ~ e  pcrsec~~tion of thc \V;II- 
clcnses, etc. 13ut it is evidc.nt tl~;rt not tlrc!se 
~)crwccutio~ls, but thc prayer of hose tl~nt 
had dird for Christ's sake cc~nstitutes tlie 
conter~ts of this seal. h. 'l'llis prayc-r is lrcre 
prest*r~tcd ;IS procertling from God's drcree 
( the book ), i~nd I~ei l i~:  set~t u~rcler the 
tlirection of Christ (\\rho opc.r~s the book). 
And it stancls in cor~~rcction \\:it11 tlie things 
that must shortly c.ollle lo p:~ss, esl>rcially 
with the opening of tllr sixth be;~l. ( 1 )  
The glorific:tl snil~ts l);trlakc in thc j~~t l j in lc~~~t  
of tlit. \vorld. ( 2 )  Tl~ey rripn \vitl~ Chribt, 
ch. 20:-I. (3)  'I'l~eir 1>raycsr< rise. as i~~cerlse 
I)eforc. thc. throne of God, clr. 8:4. ( 4 )  
And the answer Lo tl~c.ir l>rnycl. is j ~ ~ r l g m r ~ ~ l  
upon the \vorlcl. ch. 6:l.'-17; 8:s. 

2.  \'s. 9: The s o ~ ~ l s  I I I I ~ ~ I . ~  ll~r illtar: it. 

John beholds thv "soula of thcn~ that hid 
I~cen sliiin". 'I'he) \\,eres, tl~c-reforca, tlis- * e~nhotlied sor~ls. i\lrrl their eartlrly life 
hncl been c ~ ~ t  ol'f vic~lcntly I I ~  Il~c.ir c~lmmi~.s. 
I,. They wcre martyred saints; t l~ey had 

died for Christ's sake. This is r\idc!~it: ( 1) 
17roln thr fact that they were see11 u~icler- 
neat11 the illtar. The altar is here evidcrllly 
that of I>trriltofferiug. 'l'he blootl of lire 
Yacrificial victims \\'as lmuretl out at llle 
foot ( unclerncath ) this altar. That the 
sc:~ls arc untle.r the alt;rr sylnbolixcs, not 
that ~ h e l *  sot~ght t l ~ c  icfuge of the 1,lood 
of :~tone:nvnt, hut that their cartl~ly 1ivc.s 
had I~cen sacrificed llpon the altar of God's 
cause. in the \vorld. ( 3 )  Front the fact that 
it >:lid of the111 that thvy were slain "for 
the \vord of Cod itnd for thr testimony 
uhich thcy held". 'l'hey lrad \\itnessctl of 
the \Vorcl of Cod in \vord and \virlk, ;\11c1 
they hati been faithful to the tcstiniony 
of Jcstls \tfllicl~ thry llatl received. For this 
iilc world had hatecl them, persecuted tlicni, 
killctl thrln. 

Sc~te: 1. These s.~int\ do not represc~it 
;I particr~liir ~ r o u g ,  I J I I ~  the \vlrolc> clr~lrch 
of Christ, \\-hich is al\va??; prtssented as 
I~einc in tril>r~latiolr. 2. I~~cident;~lly \ve 
lean here that thc sairits after death itre 
ccnsciously in glory, and tlriit with the 
stlints in the \vorltl they long and pril): 
Tor the "tliry of the I,ortl". 

3. \'\. 10: The pr;i>-er of the saints: a. 
'L-Ancl they cried \villi a l o ~ ~ d  (jirci~t, R. \'. ) 
voice. Tl~is indicates that there was a 
cour~tlcss Ihror~g; and 1h;it their priyer is 
urgent. b. They adtlress God as ( 1 ) Lord; 
that is "mastcr, sovereign, n~ler". 'I'l~e 
tvord that is rlsed here is tlespofcs. (I) 
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Holy and tn~e: lioly with reference to tht 
contt.nts of the prnyrr; Ilc ~lucst sc~rc.ly 
avenge His elect; tnre herc. has the rnenn- 
ing of rccrl. God is the only real sovcreipu 
in heaven ant1 ecirtl~. c. rind they pmy 
for judg~nent itnd the ;tvcnging of their 
blood on then1 that d\vell on the ci~rth, 
i.e. on the enemies of the Lord ancl I3ij 
czutse that pcrsecutetl thr~n.  'The l inn1 
jntl~ment is meant. The ;t\.enging of their 
blc~c~tl is the result of this judg~nent, thc 
righteous punishment inflicted for their 
having pcrsecr~tc*d Christ iud  tiis Clnll.c.h. 
d. r\nci rtotic-e the urgency of tllc prayer: 
"f Io\v long . . . dost thou not''. It appeitrs 
to the saints th:tt the, tinre. is long. 'I'lirir 
prayer is ttrgent. 

Sote: 'fhis priiyer is not in co~~flict with 
the injunction of the Lorcl that \ve I I I I I S ~  

love our encs~~lics a ~ ~ t l  pray for t111:cn. \\'i, 

niust ren~e~nber  that tl& prayer concerns 
tl~t. cne~nies of God and lIis Cllurcll as 
such, as they sl~all nppeilr in the l i ~ ~ a l  
jurlgment. rincl it i* concornetl itboc~t the 
holiness i u ~ d  righteo~~sness a ~ i d  sovereignty 
of God. They are ;it stake. In order tIi,~t 
Gotl may be jt~stifietl thc I~lootl of Cl~rist 
ant1 of the saittts I I I I IS~  IK' avenged. See 

L~rke 18:l-5. Sctherland Confession, r\rt. 
35. 

4. \'s. 11. The anslvcr to this prayer: 
51. I<iccl~ of these saints rvceivcs a \\,ltite 

9 

robe. This is synlbolic of perfect rirhtert~ts- 
~tess, glory and victor).. Tllcy arc, therefore, 
j~~stil'ird itntl glorifietl. Gotl I~its jutlqecl 
their cause to be ;I riglltcou~ cause. b. 
-4nd they ilrc told: ( I ) "l'liat they shor~ld 
rest yet for a little season." 'The\- 111ust 
not I>e in~lxltier~t, l ~ u t  rest s:~tisfiecl \r.iBl 
their present glory. The tinie is short, for 
tlie Lord \\.ill come cl~~ickly, " tho~~gh Ile is 
longs~~fferirig olper Ilis elcct". ( 7 )  'I'heir 
"frllo\\~ser\,:~nts and their I1ret11n.n. that 
sho~~lcl Ix Lillctl as tlwy \yore", rn11s.t "itlso 
l ~ c  fi~lfillccl" (not: have fulfilled their 
crlcll.se, as the It. \:. hits i t ) .  'I'ltis means 
not only that the n~~rnber  of the elect is 
dctc.rminetl ant1 must be full Iwforc thc 
Lorcl can caoir, Ilut espe~-inlly that tlie 
rilr;rsccre of their suffering r n ~ ~ s t  hc ~nnde 
full. There is ;I Ine;tsrlrr of s~~l'l'crir~g for 
Clirist ancl His Chrlrch in the \c,trrld drter- 
mined by God. And this nrc.asurcS must Ile 
"fulfilled", Ixfore the nlexllre of iniqtrity 
is 11111 ;untl t l ~ r  final jitdg~~t~.nt can take 
plitcc. A 

1. General ~neaning of the sixth sral: a. 
''.-\nci I I,cheld \vhen he had opentrtl the 
sisth se;tIw. ( 1 ) The connection between 
the fifth ;~nd  the si~tlr seirls ih ;IS indic.atetl 
in llatt. ?4:.79: "l~c~medistely after thc 
tribulation of thost. days (i.e. thc final 
tribulation of Gcds p<=oplc \\rhicli. accord- 
ing to thr fifth seal, tnust I)e nccomplisliecl 
before t l ~ e  diiy of \rengc.;lnce c;in corl~e) 
the sun shall bc darkenetl", ete. (this \ve 
sec* in the \.ision of the sisth sral). ( 2  ) 
Sotice that \vc have here il vision of the 
end of tl~c- pl~ysicill iu~~ivc:rsr: <.very l l ling 
is shaken. This sho\vs that succeecling 
\isions in the l~ook of R~v~la t ion  ( tn~~npets ,  
vials, etc.) must be consitlereil ;IS n~nning 
pi~mllel to an cstent nith the first sis seals. 
11. The allegorical intvqxetation 111 tl~is 
seal: ( 1 ) Slany interpreters, especially tl~ose 
thitt follo\v thC church-histnric;tI ~netlrocl of 
interpretirtion csphin this sixth seal itlle- 
gorically, so that all the different ele~t~ents 
rewive a mei~ning other than their literal 

de~~otiition: thc c-nrth~~uitke \ignific.s poli1ic;tl 
or c.c.clesiilstical nr>llcavaI. the stara are 
princes or leadcrs in the chi~rel~,  sun iind 
n1ot111 arc the I ; I \ ~  i~rrd t l ~ c  prol>liets, or 
their darkening i~rdicittc!~ solne great cl~litm- 
ity, ctc. Among these interpreters therc. is 
a \vide 11iffercllc.e of opiniot~ n,itli respect 
tc~ tl~r q~rcstion ;IS to \\.hat periotl of histor). 
is r ~ ~ ~ x e s r n t e d  1))- tlrir seal, rincging all the 
nray from the destn~ction of Jen~salenl to 
thr 'l.'rencli R e v o l ~ ~ l i o ~ ~  ancl tllc present cl:ty. 
( ? )  This interpretation rn~rst hc rejected, 
I,cciii~se ( a )  There is no it~clicatinn in the 
tevt that i t  must be nrtderstood ns referring 
to i~nytlling else than the pl~ysical universe 
( t l ~ c  stars are in thr fim~a~nent, not in the 
right hand of Christ; sun and moor1 arc 
in the I~c~lvens, not on thr lreatl ;tnd under 
the feet of n \vonian. ch. 1.7 1.  (11) The . . .  
litc,l.ol intc~rpretittion I ~ a r ~ ~ i o ~ ~ i z e s  with other 
parts of the BilIle: Joel 1?:.78-3-2: Slatt. 21: 
%K; Sl:trk 13:I.H.; L&e 2l:PSff. 

2. The signs in tllc P I I ~ S ~ C ; I I  ~~nivcrse; 
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vss. 1-2-11: :I. On tile rartlr: ";rr~cl. lo, tl~ere 
was a grri~t r:trtl~c~uakc; (vs. 1.2 ) . . . ant1 

p (:very mountain and isla~ld sverc 11iovrc1 
out of their pl;~ce.\" (11s. 1.1). The signs 
on t l~e  cailrth, thc~relort., arc: ( I ) 'I'he Frcat 
carthqu;tke. There lia\~e I x w ~  11111rclt.tls of 
eartl~~u;tkes, antl ah\-ays iun o;trthcluake is 
;I six11 of tllr c~ttl of tlie tvorlcl. 13111 this 
c*;lrtlrclt~:~ke is "pc!;rt7'; 1)cciulse i t  i~ffccts 
tile \\hole citrth. ( 2 )  .4ntl thc: rcvnov;ll of 
cwery 1no1111lai11 ant1 isla~ttl; this is the 
cffcct of t11c grcat c;~rthil~~;~!ic. Nothirll: 
rern;tins in its place. h. ..\ncl UI the 1le;tvens: 
( I )  "The sun 1,ccalne black as sackcloth of 
11i1ir" (vs. 12). A coarse clotl~, 1l1:lde nf 
hair, hlnck, antl often usc-cl i l l  monrning. 
Ilarkenetl, therefore, yct so that there* still 
is borne wc.irtl ligl~t, for ( 2 )  "tl~c Inoon 
I~ecame ;IS l)loo(l", giving :t stnungc, sicken- 
ing light (vs. 1.2). ( 3 )  ".+\nd the stars of 
11c;lvcn fell to tlre c.;trtl~, even :IS it fig tree 
c;lstetl~ her untimely figs, \\hen shc is 
shaken of ti ~nighty \vintl", vs. 13. (winter- 
figs tl~at do not ripcw itnd casily fir11 to the 
ground). This tlocs not rc:fcr to one. of 
those sho\vers of fillling stars or meteor5 
that Inny br  observed some till~es, but to 

6 tllr sl~itkillg of tlre Ilca\rcns, Urc drstnlction 
of tliit heavenly luminaries. l'lrc objection 
tllat 111il11y of ~ I I C S C  stars are larger than the 
e:~rth ;uirl, tl~eri.forc., co11lc1 not fall to thc 
earth forgets that \rfts deal \vith ;I vihion. 
( 4 )  "-4ncl the hcavcn tlepilrted as a scroll 
\vlren it is rollt*cl together", vs. 14. 'rhc 
hcavcn is thc finnanlcnt, in which the stars 

arc. fixed in their orl~s. \Vhcn it is moved 
thr stars fall. 

3. The cffect: ~ini\fers;~l consternation: ;I. 

U111)eliever:. of ;ill station\ in lifc. with 
emph;tsis. ho\\rever, on the p e a t  and 111ighC). 
( 1 )  Kings, the rtrlers of this \vorltl. ( 2 )  
Great Inen: courtiers. (3) Chief captains: 
~nr-n of \v;ir. ( 4 )  Rich and strong. (5)  ~ \ n d ,  
in gentnl  \\-itIiol~t distinctior~: frec.nii!n and 
slaves. I). .\I1 are nos\ eclually amazcad ;111(1 

filled with terror (vss. 15, 15): (1) They 
set-k to hitlc t11eniselvc:s. ( 2 )  Thcy caU oil 
mounti~ins anel rocks to kill theln. (3 )  11lI 
I)ec;msc of the dreadful face of "Him that 
sittcth on the throne" (see ch. I\'), and 
1)ec;tusc of "the \ r ~ a t h  of the Lamb". c. 
All realize that "thc great day of his wrath 
is con~e", ll1c day of final judgment; and 
that lrone "shall be able to stand". God 
will overcome in jlldgment. They know 
their guilt and da~nnalleness! (vs. 17). 
Sotc l.\\:hat is pictured here in one 
vision ]nay very \\reIJ I>e spread over a ccr- 
tain pcriod, the signs raming gaduall?; 
amel striking consternation into the hearts 
of the \sicked. 

iyote 2. Bc1ievc.r.; iuc not in tire picture. 
This n1;ty himply Inean that tl1c.y are Ickft 
out of view beca~~slsc the d . 1 ~  of the Lord is 
presented as n day of \ \ ~ a t h  only. l i re  
knotv that at the beginning of this period 
they are still on the earth, Luke 21:28. 
For them it means that their redemption 
is necu. 
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from, for, and about our churches. WEVSc'Ty 
MRS. C. H. WESTRA 

, - 

G~ndidate J. Kortering i~ccc-ptecl the rail 
fro111 our congregation at IIull, Io\r.;t. 

Re\-. A. lluldcr clcclincd the citll from 
Gmnd t laven. 

Fro111 ;L trio consisting of the ltevs.. C. 
Hanko, R. Elarbitch, and C. Lubl)ers, thc 
churches of Isabel ant1 Fnrbes callrcl Ilev. 
Hanko. 

Grand Hitven 11;s cidecl Rev. M. Hil~~ko 
from H new trio consistir~g of tl~c* Ilcsvs. 
H. Ilanko. G. Lttl~bers, antl G. Van Birren. 

Randolpll hns made a trio conil~osrtl ,of' 
the Revs. \ I .  Sehipper, R. I-larb;lcli, and 
.I. \lt~lder. 

D D O O  

Ruth Guilwr of Loveland collfesxtl her 
faith bcfore the consistory ;mtl I~oprs LO 

nlilkc public confession on October 1. 
0 0 0 0  

Or~e Saturday not lor~g ago, Rev. R. 
Harl>ach spoke on "Lynden Time" on 
"Knowillg Cl~rist Crucified" from I Corin- 
tliiilns 2:?. .Use one of Lynden's young 
people, Sliss Betty Vancler Slculrn, rc:~tl 
her own hvo minute script on "Tnte F;rith." 
Hosv \\~onderful \\.hen our yonng pcoplc 
have tile i~bility itncl \villinync!ss to so 
testify in the \\,odd. 

0 0 0 0  

bliss llelva IVierselna of So~ttheilst Chrrrch 
\vas injurcxl in an alltornobile accitlent ancl 
according to the Iirst report, she is still 
hospitalized. 

0 D 0  0 

Ftrttrr~. Coriwntioneers tllb nionth incltmde: 
A son born to Slr. and Slrs. I{. K~~ipcr  

of South\\-est Church. 
A son b n i  to Slr. ant1 Xlrs. H. Tinl~ner- 

Il1;lIl of solltll\\'est. 
..\ son born to Slr. a ~ ~ t l  Slrs. Ji~ck 1)c~)ge 

of sout11\\,cst. 
.a son born to Mr. alld llrs. 11. I>c \:ries 

of Oak L;t\vn. 
h clitugllter born to Slr. i~ntl Mrs. 11. 

IIo\ing of Oak La\\w. 

A son I)om to Slr. ;tnd Jlrs. H. Gnls- 
czynski of First Churcll. 

A son born to Mr. antl Slrs. G. Scllilnn~cl 
of Hope. 

I\ tlitugl~ter I~orn to l l r .  zuncl Llrs. Gerrit 
Ilolstepe of Hudson\ille. 

0 0 0 0  

A Sing\piration \\-as hrltl i r t  Lovelantl 
on Scptemlwr 11th sl:on~orerl by their 
I'ol111g People, with proce,,i!\ c.lr~~i;trketl 
for tlleir Organ Fund. 

0 0 0 0  

C1;issis \\ 'at  meets in Doon, Io\va or1 
September 21, at \vhicll time Cantliclatc 
J. Kortering w i U  be esalnillcd prior to his 
illstallation in I-IulL 

0 0 0 0  

Oak Linm lost one f;~~nily-that of 4 

l lr .  and Lirs. Peter Zantlstrir-to First 
Cllurcli, and gained one - that of l l r .  and 
llrs. 13. Lindstra-from S o ~ ~ t l l  Ilollanb 

D O 0 0  

l lr .  R. Kooiengu of Hope Cl~urrh, \\rho 
\vas scriol~sly injured sever:rl 111onths ago 
continues to she\\. inlarovcn~cnt. I le  11;s 
Ix.eu able to visit at Ilomc, rcmiiining for 
clinncr ancl the idternoon. Day by day and 
week by week the progress tilay seem 
slow, but tllc Lord's gr.rce is '~lways suffi- 
cient. 

0  0 0  0 

On Septe~nl~er 13th Rev. G .  Lubbers 
gave a Icchlrc in Loveland on "The Un- 
1,renknble Bond of Xlamagr". 

* C O O  , 

Collcrl flon~e: 
llrs. C. Pastoor of First Church at 

the age of 8'7 years. 
0 0 0 0  

As it new society seilson icpproachcs, \\,c 
Ilrgr our y o u ~ ~ g  peoplts uot only to attend 
sock&, I ~ u t  to take a vital, i~ctive part; 
not skipping "umi~nportiuit" meetings - for d 

God's Word is of uttnost importance in 
our lives, isn't it? 
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