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AHEAD 
With Confidence 

A satire on that fi~liiiliar piece of doggerel, 
"Little Bo-Pcclp," hi~s ;I stbetion wlrerc the 
cornic treats the pl~rnsr, "they [the slleep] 
\\.ill return, wagging their tails brlrind them." 
IIc asks in mock Ilorror, "A~id \vIicr~* do 
you st~pposc the) might I)c \vngging their 
ti~ils? In front of tllc.~n?" 111 a sirnilar vein, 
one might ask \\&err else we cctn go as an 
oltf year dies and ;I new year is born - 
"Hackwtlrd?" 

If the appc;ll to press on \\'ere ninied at 
young people in gc.nc.r;ll, illst-any-old young 
pcople, the sarcaslll tnight be to the point. 
As far as mere natural esistrnce is concerned, 
none of ris call do ;~nything else I I I I ~  go for- 
\vard into the year of our Lorrl, nineteen 
Ilundretl ant1 sixty-tl~ree. A decpcr mi~tter 
is our concern. -4s regarrls the ycnr stretch- 
ing out I~eforc. IN, alternatives present them- 
selves to us. Shall wc- l;~l~orioitsly use the 
cli~ys or shall we idly p;rss thro~~gll  thcin? 
Sllnll we L'vr thrrnl out, i~ripellt,tl by tlie 
sillglc nlotive of love for the I,ord, coln- 
~~ll lecl  by tlrc kntxvledge that \rre make, 
c*\'Cry tIily, our entrirnce nnd esit COMIII I)Eo, 

in thc presence of God, or sh:lll we \stalk 
the ~c i~r i sornr  treatllnill of tloing rnl~ch I ~ u t  
accomplishing nothing? Slore specilic;llly, 
the issur toucllcs upon our past instruction 
in the \Vord of Cod. Do we holtl it drar or 
s l i d  \ve search out pleasi~re above Cod- 
liness, frivolity abovc study, ancl sclf :tI)ove 
Cod? In a word. shdl we go forwarrl or 
backward? 

Even to stiurd still, to rrst content with 
our spiritual acquirements of love anti tnith 
i~nd 11111rlility is to rotrogrt:ss. Tllc* altcrna- 
tives arc either-or: press on, strive wit11 all 
your might, or fill1 b;~ck. I';~ul cspresscs this 
insistent appc:ll to yo forwnrcl in ternis of 
his o\\.n life. "This one thing I tlo, foryet- 

ting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth urito those things which ore 
I)eforc., I prrss totvard the inark for the prize 
of the high caIling of God in Jewis Christ" 
(Philippians 3:13, 14).  Constriiirlcd to press 
on, \ve cannot >ield to cheers or jeers from 
multitudes of men. The world is filled \vitli 
nren \+,hose attitrlde towards the t n ~ t h  of 
Scripture is that of dilctt'ultcs. In high- 
flung pllrascs they exhort all to dabl)le in 
the \\lord with the111. Progressive as it may 
heem, yielding to such pressures drr~gs us 
back. "Little clrildren," says John, "it is 
the 1;rst timc.: and rts ye have. hearti that 
i~nticl~rist shnll come, even no\rp arc there 
many antichrists; \\.hereby we know that it is 
the litst tin~c." ( 1  Joh l  9:18). They who 
\r.ould blunt the stvord of t n ~ t h ,  they who 
\vonld remove the offense froill thc gos- 
pel. \\,oultl hold 11s back. The "last time" 
is not a time to d;il)ble in or to rnininlizc the 
\Vortl, but a time to censclessly press on in 
ho\r,lcdge, love, and confession of the truth. 
S111st it be said? This does not bid pleasant 
dreams to the man at ease in Zion. \Vc re- 
pudiate wit11 vigor the self-content, the 
~novers-of-the-tongt~e-o~ily, those wit11 pat 
answers to 'very troul~lcsome circum.;tance 
hut urithout the frrll zeal of lif~. as well as 
lip. 13ut flail as the theological dilettante 
may against these windndls, \ve neither 
1rr3?- nor can litter uny otlier confession than 
that \vhich God Himself lras taught us. 

One for whom God's truth is a living, 
life-giving thing soon comes to rc;tlizc that 
the future has a incnncing apperlrance. 
Agait~st the inclination of a youth to rcgartl 
\\.hat lies allcad as a li~nl) of fruit ripe for 
his picking, the facts of spirihial life oppose 
thelnsclves. Constant rebuffs, frequent jibes, 
and the seetning scarcity of those who are 
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"set for the clcfenw of the gospel" nften 
foster ;I del~iliticting cy1iici4111 and 11ittor1rc.s~. 
Whether this cynicism be dirt-cted out\v;trds 
or in\vilrds 111i1kes littlc differc~~ice; its cafl'ect 
is i~ limping advn~lcc. kwd, ic~rvital)ly, :I 
destructive bilckqliding. If t l ~ c  tn~tll. that 
is, Jesus Christ. is sc:cn only ;IS ;I 5r.t of 1.111es 
\\,hicli forbids thosc. deeds iuid tl~e~ugl~ts 
\r.hicla inen find most p leas~~r i~ l~ le  or if it is 
\,ie\\7ctl :IS lsa Incre set of clog~nntic 11r11lii15i- 
lions \vlric.li ciln he i~lterecl or ignc~rctl to 

suit the ficklct tempcri~t~imt of the ti111~s :md 

not ;IS the tntth \\.hich st.ts us gloriously free, 
our ntlvnnce ic~~il, dtl~c, \ve o~~~.selves itre in 
peril. 

Confidence ot~ght to ch;iractorize us, con- 
fide~icc, that C:od\ favor rests llpon tliv nliw 
who Ii11ys tht. t n ~ t h  and sells it not. confi- 
clencc~ tl~ilt Gocl pmspcrs the \v;ty of ii right- 
c.!o~ls life. Ant1 \\,hat is tl~is, nthrr tlla~l 
li\.ing 1)y faith in God's pro~~lisr,  in oppo- 
sition to living 1)y the dict;~tcs of the sicht 
t ~ f  tht. \vorld's changing fasliions? 

D. J. E. 

FROM THE PASTOR'S STUDY 

REV. G. VAN BAREN 

I Thessalonii~ns 3:R: "But let IIS, \vho are 
of t l ~ c  d;~!; I)c sober, pi~tting 011  tilt. I)~c:~st- 
plate of faith and love; anel for an I~~*lmrt ,  
the I~ope of snl\-ation." 

The da\vn of anotl~cr yeitr has crept Ilpon 
us. Sttddenly '@?is gone i~nd '63 is hrrc. 
It is n cnsto~niiry procedure in this ec)llrltry 
(and I prestltlie in others :~lso) to "clri~ik 
out the old and drink in the nr\\.." I t  is that 
devilish practice xvhich cnlls to I I I ~ I I ~ ~  the' 
Scriptr~ral illjunction: be sol~er. 'I'l~e en- 
trancr into ;I new year rrrluire\ ;I so1)c.r 
reflcctiou ;IS well as ;I sohcxr cvnl~~iitiun of 
the clays alie:~cl. Sucli sobriety reqr~irc~s riol 
sin~plp abstinence from alcol~olic intoxicants, 
but i111ot-e illl, a sc.l~;~ratio~~ from \vr~rltlly, 
~ocllc..\s corn~ptions \vhicli tlr~ll tllc- scrises 
.and seek to Idind the eye of fiiith. 

The*re is today ;I spiiitu;~l dn~nkcnncss 
eviclcrit the like of \\,l~icli lias not hccn since 
the days of the flocwl. T11;lt can I>c ~cu.11 
botl~ in t i ~ r  i~ttitutle of rn;Ill gencr;~lly to- 
\\,arcis Coil's \\'arc1 as \yell ;IS his prce~cc.ilpa- 
tion \\-ith enrtl1l)- things. H c  is ilitosicatetl 
\\pith his scic*nce: \\pith his clisco\.c.rie> i l l  

medicine, in space., etc. I'r;tntici~lly lie 
searches ant1 in\.estig;~trs - in ordrr to make 
of this earth ;I better place in \vhich to live. 

Spiritl~i~l ir~tosication is 1-viclctnt in his 
; ~ t t i t ~ ~ ~ l ~ t  to\\.i~rd God. Statetl simply, I I I ~  

;~l~sol~~tc.ly ref~~scs to nckno\\~lc.dge Cocl and 
turns r;lther to atheis~ir.. Scc~~r~dly, he 1ia.s 
his 1ir;lrt set ~ l p o r ~  that \vhich is eiirthly. His 
concern appc;irs to IIC* the "easy life" irl 
\vhich Iir can c~ijoy the plei~sttres of eitse 
aiacl c.~~tertaintl~eut to their f~~llest ctstent. 
lIis dnurkennc.ss is apparent i l l  that to the 
eyrh of this rn.1n all tllinqs :arc distorted as 
far ;IS their true vi1111c. is co~rcerned. 

Such spirih~al into~i~;ltion cr11l ctasily heset 
you too as yortng penplc.. Be\v:~re of it this 
conling year. I.low do you clecitlr. upon your 
life's occnliation? Do yo11 I I S ~ ,  a tlistortrcl 
sense. of viduc.;: ho\v much Inoncy dcm it 
pay? what Iiol~rs must I \\tork? Iio\\, much 
~~resligc. does it gain? One I>c!gi~ls to won- 
der \vl~cn he looks at our own semini~r)., for 
insta~~cc. T\vo men arc. being traiueil thcre. 
To th(. best of my knowl(?elge, only two 
others have presently made tlcfinite pl;lns to 
;Ittenel - ilncl one of tl~osc. is a school 
teac11c:r wit11 ;I fanlily to support. \\'here 
arc tllc ofiers? True: our life's d l i l i g  call 
l;c in rllrtny otl1c.r vocittions. 1htt the propor- 
ti011 of men desiring to cnlcr the ministry 
to those entering other occt~pi~tions srrnls 
\vrc>ng. And what of the entcrtainmco~~t xvc 
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tlesirc? \Vhat standards lslo \vc usc in seek- 
ing life's partner? Young people, a proper 
spiritual sobriety is required in ; ~ l l  this. 

Spiritual sol~rirty for 'G3 requires three 
tl~ings. First of itII, one II I I ISI  knob\. hi~nself. 
IIe  nus st see ant1 ackno\vlcdgc. t11;it he pos- 
sesses a sinful nature - a nature totally cor- 
rupt, unal~le to do any good. I-Ic: is born a 
spiritual drunkard; h r  can not tlr%livcr him- 
self from the bondage of sin. Ifis deliv- 
rrancc, then, c;un nrver cu,nlc o f  himself 
I I I I ~  rather only of Iiis Savior Jesus Christ. 

Secondly, pro1x.r sol~ric~ty is that \vhicIl 
Lno\vr the \vorltl in ml~ic l~  on(. lives - 
Lnows it in the sense that one recognizes it 
for \vlrat it i\. 0 t1e illen tlocs no1 atlnlirr 
this \r.orld or seek to join it, b ~ ~ t  sces its 
coru~ption, its gotllessness. 

Finally, in tn~c. solxiety one rc*cognizr\ 
rightly his relatio~~ship to this world. The 
c9hild of C:otl does not sin~ply join I I ~  wit11 
that \vorld, nor adopt and livc: by its stand- 
i~rds. Rather, 1,ec;~use he is a citizcsn of the 
kingtlom of I~cavcm, I I ( *  Iivrs llerr as a pil- 
grim iind strirnrrr. 

And yo11, yotlng people, are you sober? 
Onc: \vllo is sober, recognizc.~ the indu- 

1)itahle fact that protection is needed during 
this coming year as i l l  tile p:~st. There is 
armor he nust have on. \Ve  live in an age 
in which militaq prepamtion 1 1 s  11eco111e a 
r~ccessity. Th19 lt.atlers of the country, aware 
of the dangers tl~reatening, 11i1ve c.quipped 
the ar~netl forces of the country \\fit11 offen- 
sive i~nd  tlefc~rsivo wc-apo~~s. Fact is, they 
\\lould bc grossly negligent were they lo do 
other\\*ise. But  thi: cllild of (hcl ,  living in 
this ~msc:ttletl world. is pri~lcipi~lly CQIl- 

cc.metl \vith spiritr~nl ccluip~nent lit' needs to 
endure. 'T11t.r~ is the 11cec1 t h : ~ ~  11(: be spir- 
itually prcpartd to face the forces of dark- 
ness. 

011' is r q ~ ~ i p p < ~ l  \ ~ I I C I I  hc puts on the 
breastplate and the helmet. Both are wcap- 
011s o f  defense. 7'11ey presc-rvc o~ic  against 
the attacks of tlrc nlorld. Thc hreastpl;~te, 
covering both chrst ant1 back, \voultl protect 
the vital org:lns - p;~rticc~liuly the heart. 
Tllc hehnct serves ;IS a defense for tllc llead 
- the physical control-cer~ter for the body. 

011r brei~stpl:lte lor this ne\v year is faith 
and love. Faith is that bond \\,liicl~ un i te  
us with Christ so that we :Ire 111ac1c consci- 
011s pnrtakcrs of all Iiis be~lcfits. l'i~ith 
clings to Christ and to His glorious prom- 

ise. By it we are so united to Chri\t t11~d 
His paver both defends .and prc3erves us. 
I t h 1 1  \vr st,lnd in Christ's strc.ngtI1, th~bre 
ii no one and nothing that can reach our 
heart: the life of Christ in us. 

The second part of this I,reiutpl;ltc* is 
love. It is listed after faith because it is 
throltgh faith that \vc come to a kno\vledge 
of this wondrous ;~ttrilwtcb of Cotl. It is tile 
love of the Triune C d .  Accortling to it, 
Got1 eternally reioices in the perfc~tness of 
His chosen people. 13s that lovt., Gotl 11;~s 
elected unto Himself a particcthr people in 
J r n ~ s  Cl~rist. By it, IIe has svnt His only- 
Iwgotten Son to die on Calvary. In it, kIc 
presrnres ant1 keeps His people till finally 
Ile bring\ thc~n to glory. That Got1 1ovc.s 11s 
means that all His po\ver (hence, (111 power) 
defends 11s in this \vorld. The child of God, 
roriscio~~s of 111;at love, has nothing tc~ ftw. 
Put on that 11reastpl;lte in '63. It is our 
orJy possil~le defense. 

Also, \ve need that helmet: thc hope of 
siilx~tion. Ilope is that \vhich looks for 
final deliverance. It is that spiritual c11;lr- 
i~cteristic within the child of Gocl wherc.11y 
he knows assurt.tlly that he \rill be taken 
from this \falc of trurs ant1 hrought to glory. 
It is the longing to bc delivered. Hope an- 
ticipi~tes the glory that shall be, and espects 
it \vitho~~t :~ny tlo1111t or qr~estior~ 211 all. 
'That holw of salvation is tile helmct \vlic11 
protcacts the Ileatl. It directs our tho~tghts 
heavctn\\~;trd. It turns our eyes, our will, ollr 
t1esirc.s n\\,ay from this earth. \tTcrr Lili~t 
hopr not prc-sent, thcre \\.oultl be nothing 
to t l i s t i r ~ ~ ~ s h  11s fro111 the \r-orld. Sow 
there is. IVr \\?alk in the hope of salvi~tior~ 
- the \\,orltl  doc^ not. That h o ~ e  is our 
incentive - the tln~nkcn \vorld has no in- 
centive. You \till neetl nho thi~t  I ~ e h ~ c t  tllis 
year. 

Basically, this annor incli~dc*~ all tllc rest 
(Ep11. 6) .  Both offensive and defr-nsivc 
\treapons are not of 11s bnt of Gotl. Hc pro- 
vides them all. Our pobitio11, thcn is not 
one of wcak~~ess ill this \\~orltl. but olle of 
strength. 

Put on that annor of Gotf. Yo11 can not 
I,e n-itho~~t it this year. Tlre conl~nand to 
p ~ t  on this arnior is ;III injuuctio~~ given to 
t l ~ e  Christian. Natural ni:m does not want 
to put on this amlor - nor ~vould 11c be nhl' 
to. One could as profi~ably tcll a dead per- 
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son to clothe i~irnself as to tell the tlcad 
sinner to put on the armor of God. 

But our test speaks to those of the clay, 
hence, to children of Cod. Thosc of the 
tiny ;ire those \\*Iro ~~lrrat ly  enjoy tlrr lifil~t - 
they ;ire rcbgenerated cIiil(lren of Gotl. 'l'lley 
i~lreaily possess principally tl~e 1)c.nelits of 

the cl:~y. r\ltho~~glr they still live ill the 
sphere of diirkness, in this world, rlevcr1111.- 
Irss these are living chiltlren of God. 'Thry 
are of the day though clarkness stlrro~~nds 
them. Thc-se hoth can and tlo p ~ ~ t  on this 
antlor by Ckxl's grace. 

You confess yoursc.lf a1511 to IIC of the el;tyT 
You itre not ~nerely in ;I c1111rch. 1)ilt yo11 
bclievc! yo11 arc ;I livil~g 111enllIer of the I~od>' 
of Christ? Such is one \r.ho is of the clay. 
l'hen it is impossihlc that yo11 slio~~lcl tlc.sirc: 

to \\.alk in darkness; in dr~~nh-enncss. One of 
LIic day \v;~lks in thc light - lie is sol~er. 
AIICI in that solxiety he conscior~sly puts on, 
day after day, the ;innor of C I I ~ .  Ile finds 
his defcnnse not i r ~  self, b ~ ~ t  in thc power of 
the. :\1111ighty God. 

\\'c livc in the last cl;~ys. Man has he- 
colne irltosicated \\,it11 pleasure - and he 
st~c~lcs to find it i t l l  ;il)or~t I l i r r ~ .  111. is tlnunken 
\vith lusts; \;-it11 earthly things. .And this 
silllation grows \t7orsc evc.ry diiy. Bcs sol~er. 
r\~nitl tile 11iac1 search for earthly '8;lppi- 
ncbss," look rather for the fin111 cor~hig of 
tilt- rtcrrlal :~nd heavi.1dy clay. Onc who is 
sol~er ~~nderst;mtls tliat thi~t day is at hand. 
One \\*ho is sohrr, is so ccluipl~ed that hc is 
prc.sen.ed even unto final glorification. 
I'oltng people, I)c sober. 

KARLENE OOMKES 

Within the last feu- ycL1.;m, many Christian 
gradrrates have taken their ~ l i ~ u e  i l l  tlhi! 
public edr~cational system of this col~ntry 
;issurd that they will be able to s e ~ ~ c .  the 
I.ord better than in Christic~n institi~tions. 
This is partly due to the infl~~enct* of a par- 
ticul;~r theory, tvhicl~ holds that teacl~ins is 
anlong other tliings, a great ~nission ctllling. 
Secondly, graduates are attractctl l ~ y  tht- 
higher salaries and the bettiar facilities that 
the public schools penc.r;llly Iiavc* to ~bll'er. 
Thirdly, there ;ue ni;lny- urho tlii~lk th;it 
tlrere is not rnouglr difrerr~ice I~cht\vccn i l ~ r s  

Christian and public scllools; thercaforc, thcir 
devotion to thc fonner no longer csists w11c.n 
ii tho~wand dollars sal;rry tliffert-lice is ill- 
\.ol\cd. \lone>-, then, seems to I,e thc big- 
gest factor; nrverthclcss, therr is still ; I  

\mull percx?nt \\rho art. con\,inci=tl tlxil tliey 
havc* a very d e h ~ i t r  callirlg to fl~lfill i r ~  tlic: 
public scl~ools. 

IIo\ve\,er, no onc has to be in iuly plihlic 
ed~~cational systeo~ very long Ilefore hc dis- 

covers that he crumot fulfill l~ i s  calling in a 
very tlr~tif~rl nlnnner. In a I,ullctin, The 
Role of Religion in the Prrblic Edrrcational 
Systett~, prepared 1,y t l ~ r  Grand RilpiLs 
I3oartl of Education, the Board explains its 
philosophy and \;*hat thr  teachers' attitude 
slrould he toward religion. 

Our philosophy nlr~st bc.gh with the 
primlisc that nlost Anreric;~~is arc, in vary- 
ing degrees, religiously motiviited. Our 
g o v c m ~ ~ ~ e n t  has no co~itrol or h~lpervision 
over religion. The cl~oice of one's reli- 
gion is entirely a prrsan;~l freedom. 

I t  is a further part of the h e r i c m  
\iriiy that teaching u RELIGION is the 
responsibility of the home and the 
church. not the school. Tlie sclicmls 
support the home ill this important re- 
sponsil~ility, but like our govemlilent 
must cvcr remain ne11tr.11 ;uld impartial. 

It  is the responsi1)ility of the school to 
rt-sprcst eilch cllilcl's I~elic,f or disl>olirF 
;IS taught in his home. It is, ho\vever, 

Four BEACON 1 IGHTS 



the further re\ponsil~ility of thc school 
to teach lhis salllc child to rcspclct the 
rcligior~s hrlirfx or tlisbrliefs of otl~c-r 
chiltlre~~. Cor11p:trison or rvalr~;~tions of 
children's bc-liefs Ilavt. no placc in the 
pul)lic schools. 

It is impossibl~~ to ~tndcrsta~lcl \vorld 
i~flhirs of totl;ty \vitl~or~t some knowledge 
of the religions of thr world. To the 
dt:gree tl~at it knotvledgr of religious in- 
fl~~encc is nc:cessiiry to unclcrstantl gc:n- 
era1 scl~ool sr~hjects, this tci~clling is iln 
t~ssential e11:ment of nonsc~c1ari:in gcan- 
ern1 etlr~cation. ( p p  .' - 3) 

Tlic: teacller's role in this is to "instill rc- 
spect for peoplc of :rll faiths. Ilr must re- 
gard all ri.ligiorls ol~itctivcly :tlr t l  nc:ver I>y 
any ~namrcrisn~ reflect any expression of ad- 
\.ersr fer-ling that 11e 111igI1t 11;lvc. h)r re- 
ligions other than his o\\n. IIc sho111d 
never try to it~lposo his own rcligiorl on 
.someone else in the classroom." ( p. -1 ) Fur- 
tllerurore. ~.eligious I~olid;~ys c;ui all I>e 01)- 
served with sonle of tllc proper einphasis, 
cbscept for Goocl I+.rid;ly i~nd Eastc:r - in 
\vhich the rc4igio11s significartce n~ust he left 
cantirely to the Ilorue. As pertaining to the 
13i11le reading, \\,hen it is rcad, it a nu st be 
clone xo withorll ally interprcti~lion. 

Genrri~lly, thi\ is the attih~tlc it11 puldic 
school systcms havr taken corrcerning the 
place of religion. To go heyontl tllis. \voi~ld 
Ilc violating tl~c. very purpose. of public 
ctlucation. Sinct- it is impos~iblc* for iinynne 
to re~ni~iu ~~eutral ,  ohcistic teaching usually 
results. :\t a panrl disc11ssio11 I recently 
;~ttentlcd, one of t l ~ r  1nem1)ers ~n;ldr some 

\.cry pertinent rem;~rks on this quction.. He 
stated thitt it \\-oultl he very clangero~~s to 
have prayer and Bible re;~ding in the pul)lic 
whool, bc~ause  if no intrrpret;~tion is adtltd, 
then it is only v e n  superficial and mealling- 
less. He \vent 011 to say that religion is s 
pri\ute ~ ~ ~ n t t r r  ant1 only the chr~rch  rust 
train. 

Certainly it is evident that the mission- 
rnintlcd trncher \rill not I,e able to cirrry out 
his calling in this system; and if it is Lllc 
tloty of the teacher to teach the chiltl all 
ahoi~t Jesus Christ, which 1 think it is, no 
Christian sl~ould ever be able to find his 
p1act- in the prll~lic school system. 

Ho\vevc.r, somet l~ in~  should be said about 
s t~~dying in p ~ ~ b l i o  institutions. There are 
locations, even \vithi11 our own denoinina- 
tion, in \ \hicl~ no Christiatr education is 
a\-ailablr for the children. Parents n~ust  
in this sil~~ation take upon ther~lselvcs a 
very heavy responsibility, and oftcbn do a 
Inorcb t h o r o ~ ~ g l ~  iob than in arcas where we 
have our on11 Protc~stant Refomt.d Schools. 

.\Iim>- times parcnls forget that the school 
is an estcnsio~~ of the Iionle (not of the 
sh te )  ant1 supplements the home, not sub- 
stih~tcs it. Instruction in the 11or11c is fore 
~nost. as it \\*ill c11;lracterize the ;~ttih~tlcs 
ton-art1 the school. \\'henctver and \vl~rrevc:r 
possil~le, children should be sent to Cllris- 
tian educational institutions througl~out thrir 
learning carerrs. Abovc ;111, it shoultl be re- 
nlizetl that edl~catiol~ is very i~~~por ton t  and 
necessan, and teachers, parents, and stu- 
dmts ali!ie hi~vc: a great ol,lig;~tior~ to\v;~rd 
their God to l,e educated in The Tmth. 

HELPS FOR BIBLE STUDY ON THE 

Book of GENESIS 
GENESIS 3 

REV. H. VELDMAN 

THE FIRST SIN* 
INTRODUCTION and lSve (Cen. 3:22), the fruit of the Iat- 

Adam's Antithetical Calling tcr \\.;IS forl~idclen them. 
Scripture calls our ntte~ltioll to two trees: Tlrr tree of kno\rlctlge of good and evil 

the tree of life ; I I ~  tlre tree of kno\rledge \\.as bo called b~vlausc thmr~gh it Adnm and 
of gootl arrd evil. \\'heren.; the formcbr h;td Eve learned good and evil: thc good (fcl- 
the power to perpetuate the lives of Adan) lo\\-ship \\-it11 God) when not partaking of 
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it, ant1 the evil when partaking of it; eating 
of the forhitlden tree they woulcl cspcrience 
tleatl~, thr evil of death as the curse of the 
living God. 

This estithlished Arliim's i~ntithetical call- 
ing. Cod did not issue tllis ~)rohil)itivr conl- 
n ~ a d  to give .\d:~rn an opportunity to gain 
t!terniil life (evcrlasti~~g, Iic~i~venly lift) in 
the \vay of obedience. .\fan can never merit 
arlythirrg. 13esides, Christ is the One rtcr- 
 rally ordaix~ed of God to rci~lize ctenlitl Life 
for us - ho\v, in the light of Eph~~sians l:9- 
10, ro111d GCKI offer -4diun that which will 
Ile reirlized for us by Christ according to 
the purpose of llis will? Itut  clan 111ust 
serve God ;~rrtitlrctically. ilr niust cl~oosts 
the good and reject all evil. He must say 
Yes itnd No. Therefore this proltil~itivr 
comnr:~nd. 

Sin's Entrance into the World 

IIo\v a\vful! \ZTIx1t tl night of sin untl 
misery and death has resultcd 5ince 
:\dam's sin c ~ ~ g l ~ l f e d  the world! I.ierlc:e., how 
awful fro111 the \ie\\.point of its effect! 

The* story of Adani's sin follo\vs imme- 
diately upon the narr;itive of creation. I\'(: 
helicved that it occtrrrcd soon nftcr Atliun's 
creation. After 2111, it \\,as not the pllrpose 
of God that .itlam and  Eve s h o ~ ~ l d  live i n  
the earthly Paradise, hilt tllst tllc way rn11s1 
I I ~  preparc:d for the corning of tlie St~concl 
.idaln. I t  ib Adam's purpose to leatl all Inan- 
kind (Gocl's purpose with then)) into thc 
depths of sin; the Second Ada111 must lead 
us into glory. 

THE FALL OF MAN 
The Truth of Man's Fall Tremendously 

Important 

Rtt:td carefully what \r3e rcnd in Qut.stions 
and Answers 6 and 7 c ~ f  our 1Ieiclolbel.g 
Catechisu~. They treat this ~natter. 

\VI: cannot deny the rc,iility of hi11 :LILCI 
misery. To do so \vonld he folly. Apart 
fro~n salvation it is the ~ilost n s t o ~ ~ n d i ~ ~ g  
thing that confronts IIS! It affects nncl con- 
trols rveryone of us. Imagine, if you pleusc, 
that C*d had creatcrl u4 evil! Our salvil- 
tion \\-oultl then be hopeless. God createel 
sin? In sin and death IIc delights? How, 
then. could salvation ever come from Hi~n? 

'Co one more nlatter we wish to cidl at- 
tention now. IIere \ve 11;ive tlre difference 

bet\veen all tnrly C11risti;rn instruction and 
the instr~~ction by the \vorld. Thv Bible 
narri~tivr plact-s man .at tllr beginning on a 
hig11 level. He \\.;is crei~tecl good. I3ut hc. 
I?rc:~mr cvil. . h d  in that sin 11e has been 
devc~loping ever since. T l ~ r  world, ho\rrevc.r, 
places mirn at the heginning or1 a very low 
pl.ule. I l r  tle\ccntlctl fro~n tlrc. monkey. His 
sin is tl~le to icnorance or lack of develop- 
m c ~ ~ l .  fIc* is (aver strivirig to hctter himself. 
.ill this, we kno\v. is to no iivail. Hence, 
iwcording to the world rllan I)t.jian at the 
hottom and is pri~dually asct*nding, "going 
til)." Accortli~~g to the Ijil~le Iniln I>rgan at 
the top and is patlunlly "going do\vn." .and 
;tccordin~ to the Bible 1n;tn's niisery and 
dtailth arc the dirwt rest~lt of the curse of 
Gotl, wl~ereiis salvation is frotn Gotl done. 
\\'l~:~t a difft.rence: Inan can save himself 
or irll  he does is bin ;tnd salvation ciln come 
fron~ Gotl alone. 

How Conducted 

.l'he dcvil uses the starpent. He did not 
colnr to Adam antl Eve in the lorn1 of a ser- 
pent, but in a serpent. \ \ e  tuntler\tand that 
tht. story as recortlcd in Gencs\is 3 is rcal, 
Iliatorical. There \v,w ;I real serpent. .ind 
tl~iil serpent nch~ally tidked. The account 
c~f Genesis 3 is not a nryth, or .ul .~llegory, 
btlt a red fact iu~d  historical incident. This 
animal, we rcnd, was more stthtle th;tn any 
I)t.;lst of the field \vhicll the 1,nrd Cod Ilacl 
n~itde. This must not be understood in an 
evil sellse. Every creature, also thr serpvnt, 
\vos good. The serpent \V:IS more subtle in 
~ I I I *  sense t h ~ t  it \t.;ts tire nlost 1)rilliant of 
all the animals. \\'e ako helieve that, prior 
to the fall of mnn antl the c3~ttrancc of sir1 
into the \vorld, it \valitcd on legs and fiet. 
'I'llitt it crawls upon its I~elly is because of 
the curse of God. Jloreovrr, thih animal 
cot~lcl tall;. I have a1rc;dy remarked th;it 
tlic srr1)ent did tlie speitking in Genesis 3, 
altliougl~, of course, it \vas prcl~~lptctl by the 
dc.vil. The devil is a spirit. cloc*s not sperk 
dircsctly to us, cloes not havc. a I>ocIy : ~ n d  
tht-refore a tongue. Hr  spoke thrnugll the 
s~*rpent. Hc was in tlritt sorpent. .And he 
sc.lrcted h e  serpent beciiuse that animal un- 
dot~ltetlly stood closest to man. I t  was 
:idam's "pet"! 

Satan approaches Eve hst. This is inten- 
tional, of course. This \V:IS p;~rt of his dcvii- 
is11 strategy. Eve was not the h a d  of the 
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course, to sllppose a s i t ~ ~ ; ~ t i o r ~  in wllich Eve 
\rould have xi~lned ant1 not .Ada111 is Foolish- 
nrs*;. Botl~  nus st f ~ ~ l l .  nccclrcli~~g Lo the 1111- 

cl~angc:ihlr \ \ r i l l  ctncl counsel oT the Lortl. 
nut. had Eve* sinned ;~r~ t l  not ~\tlam, Cotl 
\\,auld untlou1,tedly I~it\le cre;~tctl another 
\\,olnarl for Atla111. I lcwce, thv tlcvil ap- 
proaches Eve I>ecnusc ho \vo~~ltl  llse her to 
te1111)t -1dan1. Such \\,;IS the devil's clever 
plan of attack. 

I t  is not Ilai:i:ss;lry for me lo rtrpc;tt wh:11 
wtb rctarl in vcrses 1-5. Stitan prc.scnts t l ~ c  
idea that n1;lrl 111ay not cat of all t l ~ c  trecs in 
thc gartlcn ;IS al~snrtl. \Vere they not all 
,qotjtl? Ilo\v I . ~ ~ ~ C I I ~ O I I S ,  therefor(., that orlo 
mity not eat o f  all tl~t. trees in tllc. garden, 
t11;it therr could actu;tlly be ;I tree in that 
g;~rden of prrfection \\tlrc,reof 1ld8,u11 ;cncl Evc 
\\.(:re not ;~llowctl to cat! Satall rc*\vcals h i~n-  
sc4f here as Sittctn (the. \vord rnriuls: adver- 
hitry) and as dcvil (this \\ford n~c:ult;: liar). 
I-Ir is Satall I>rcnuse Ilc. opposes God. IIe 
plrlcc> his \vojrtL over ;igninsl I l ~ r ~ t  of tho 
Lord. He contrtldicts (:oil. 1 . 1 ~  i~l\\*ays does. 
1 . 1 ~  is God's ntl\~ersar!~. Not du;~listicallp, as 
if the de\ril c;rn ever rc.ist Gotl. Of course 
 no^! Gocl uscks I - I ~ I ~ I  itlso! ULIL II(L is God's :I<\- 

\.torsitry spirit~lillly, 11att.s God, allcl swks to 
cli\posc of I4im in t11(~ \vorlcl. Ilc \\-oultl 
hnvc. Inen scbrvt. I~im : I I I ~  not thc l i ~ i n g  God. 
111, i~lso revcbitls hi~nscll' rrs "rlevil," the liar. 
I I r  makes Gotl $1 iiar. I lc dec1arc.s that God 
lic.tl \\.hell 111- told -4da1n and E\fo Lllat thcty 
\\~oulcl sl~rely tlie. Cot1 kne\v tll;~t thry 
\vo~~ltl not tlii., I ) I I ~  t l l :~ t  they w o ~ ~ l d  beco~nc 
as Ile. The Lord \\.as afrairl of that. IIe, 
tl~cbrefore intimidated ollr firht ~>.u.cnts. How 
cIio1,olic;il. I\IIC~, Ilo\\- I'oolish! I l i t l  not thc 
Lortl make t11:1t tree illso? 1Vo11ld its fmit 
cause 'anyone to becolnr as the Creator? 
Incidentally, Eve's firat ~nistnkr wa.. that 
shc. c.~~tered illto co~~vc~rs:rtion wit11 the devil. 
SIIC. shoultl Ilave silc~lcecl I I ~ I I I  with tllc 
\\'ord of the Lord and tunlet1 ller hack 
11l>orr him. It is folly to converse nud argue. 
\\it11 the clcwil. Jesus (lid not arjitte wit11 
11in1. Noticc. \vh:~t \vc rc;td in hlnLt. 4:10. 
IIc quotes the Script~~rcs and cornmands 
him: "Get thee. hencc~." 

Man's Terrible Sin 
The modcrn, imbelicving \vorltl ridicules 

Genesis 3, speaks mockingly of the eating 

of ;In irpplc, and that ill1 man's ~~lisrry 
shoul(l l;c. the ;lf~c.rrnath of \r~ch an irrtlocrnt 
tlexl. tlowe\rc.r, \vc3 k~io\\, better. The sir1 
of :\tkurn \\.as not so innoccbnt. 

..\cl;~~n's sin \\lirs terriblca I~eca~lsc i t  was 
\ranton, \\-ilfi~l, delihrri~tr disol)c!clic:~~cc.. 
Adam tlrliheratcly dikobeyed God I>rci~use 
"the f r ~ ~ i t  \\,a5 plc;ciant to his eye.." He 
eagrrly mas~e t l  the: ol,l)orh~ni@ to 11r as 
Cod. Ilc resentcatl the rolt. of a scrv;tnt. He 
tired of sen-inp Cod. Hr  \\.;IS \\-.~ntonly clh- 
obedient. This \\-as the of his sin. 
-4di1rn (lit1 not sin ignorantly. He (lid not 
sin l,ec;t~~se he \\,as foreetl into it; ht? did 
not really want to sin hut u.3, forced into it. 
He s i r ~ ~ ~ e d  delil,c.ri~trly. Sin is al\vays drlib- 
eratc, \\.;urton. hftcr all, the only Llling 
involvc~tl in Gmcasis 3 \\-as the \vortl of the 
Lord. ..\dam was not forbidden to kill his 
wife. l-lc. niight nut e.~t of the trre. \Vhy 
not? I3crause (:otl had said it. Why ~ n r ~ s t  
\ye do this and not that? Because the Lord 
c~~mni;uids and forbids. This is the cssc-nee 
oF all t r t~c  obedictr~ce. It is slso the c:ssc:nce 
of all tlisol~ediencr: our refl~snl that (:ocl I)e 
God ovcr us. 

AC~~II I 'S  sin \\,as also terril~le because he 
chose for tlie clt.vil. .%ftcr all, he I)i-lievrd 
the word of t11c devil ant1 cleclarrcl Cod to 
1x a liar. R e  therefore cvrtainly allied him- 
self \\.it11 Satan itnd hc did this ovcr against 
God. 

.Atlit~~l's sin wits tcrrihle. in the thirtl place, 
lwcar~w Ile sinnctl as the I~c i~d  of the. Ilu- 
Inan race. Let 11s grasp this to see the 
a\\fi~lncxs of it. 'This clo~.s not rnerc.ly iln- 
ply thitt his sin \\.auld involve all his pos- 
terity in the sense that all \\.auld s l~ i~re  his 
death. I t  surely ako in~plied this. Adam's 
sin \\.o11l(1 r e n d ~ ~ r  tile entire ~ I I I I ~ : I I I  race 
guilty Iwfore Gotl, tvorthy of death, and 
subject to sin and death in all its phases. 
But the sin of Ada~n also in~plied that he 
\roultl "line up'' all marlkind I,cl~i~~tl the 
Lord :u~rl in fcllo\vsI~ip and ;~lliance wit11 thc 
devil. 

The Result of Adam's Sin 
.A \\rord about this \\,ill certainly l~ot  be 

remis\. God harl said t11i1t he n-onltl die 
the day he ate of the tree. .4nd \vcb know 
that this l~appc~lctl. Of co~~rse! Wh.~t God 
bays i~l\vitys C O I I I ~ S  tnie. This applies here 
also. 

The Christian Reformed Churches (our 
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mother-ellurch) tlcnv this. Tllat is r~ne of tlic \volitaII ant1 that of the serpent. He 
the re;isons or points of clnctrine \vl~iclx \\?ils 
the g r o ~ ~ n d  for our eupulsion in Ii12.l. They 
teach that Inan is not I)y nah~re  deiltl in sins 
and trcapasscs. Thchy terlch other heresies 
also, such as the gerrc-ral offer of s;~lv;~tion 
in the prc>acl~ing of the gospcl. IIut tllis 
particular heresy is Ilpon the fore-grouncl 
no\\,. .-\rid a heresy it certainly is. I3cca11se 
of "Com~non Grace" man can tlo goocl be- 
for<. the Lord \ \ i t l lo~~t  re gene ratio^^. Thb, 
ho\\,c~vcr, is empIiittic;~lly not trllc?. \\'hen 
.ltl;un sinned he clietl. Also physici~lly in tllc: 
scnsi* [lint the po\rc.r of dcath 11ow COII- 
trollc.cl his body ant1 no \\-orltl science can 
stop its power. A l a ~  spiritu;illy. Slitn IIC- 
canie corn~pt. See Ephesians 2 :  1-0; Art. 
1-4  of tlrc Canons, I l  I iuid I\'. :\~~cl hc, i~lso 
tlicul the eternal tlc.;1111, becanle 11)' n;ltnrc. 
ol>ject of Divine \vr;~th, \vorthy of cverlnst- 
ing h~.11. 

This is t h e  "Mother Promise" 

Thi\ i\ thc first proniise. Out of it ;ill thc 
otlter promises flo\v. It includes, of course, 
all the other proniiws. 

The "\cccl of the st.rpent" is the tlrvil arltl 
all reprobate men. 'The "sccd of ~ h r  
\vo~n;rn" is the e1cu.t Church \\,it11 Cl~rist as 
its Head. 

Struggle a n d  Victory 
The test emphi~sizr~s an intc.~~sc! slrr~gfle. 

Sot  Iict\vccn people and scq,cnts, I , I ~ I  be- 
h\.ee~t the Church and the \\'orlcl, the 
Party of the living Cod, in Christ Jesus, over 
agitinrt the powers of evil arlcl tli~rkiiess. 
This struggle rages tl~roughout the. ages. 
The Old Testa~lient is f rd  of it. \iir 11cet1 
not, c;trrnot treat this no\\. in detiiil. Think 
of Isc~el vs. .hialek, Isr;tcl in Egypt, etc. 
- h t l  this cwntinllcs tllroughout the. ages. 

Thc victory will be conlplete. '1'11c. 11c.el 
of tllc wonlan will I)c 1)ruised. Carl's CI.lurch 
tvill suffer persec~~tiotl arrd affliction. Christ 
did! .-\lso His peoplc.. But the Irc.acI of thc 
sc~xl of the serpent will be cn~sllctl. This 
nie;ins that he \ \ i l l  hc tlestroyetl, ;uitl all his 
follo\\fc~s. The Cl111rc:h \\-ill c.lllc.rjie com- 
pletely victorious. 

God's Promise 
"I \rrill set enmity." Gotl \ d l  do tllia. Gocl 

will c;iuse separation behveen thc seed of 

\+.i l l  (lo tllat I,y po~~r ing  out I.li.5 love into 
Ilia o\t7n, upon tllc. basis of tho atoning suf- 
ferings of Christ. 

Cod \\,ill do it alone. Uncontlitionally! 
Tll;~t :tlways chi~ritcterizes Ilis promise. After 
;111, \wA are dc;~cl i r r ~ c l  blind ~ I I I C I  deaf and 
~ I I I I I ~ ) ,  itnd Gotl promises lire. \\'e chose 
sin. 1311t God rii~iintains His covenant. rind 
this lie does alone. All by lii~nsrlf! Thanks 
bc to His N;~mc! 

CESESIS 3:31 

Man Would Clothe Himself 
Notice \\,hat \ve rend in verses 7-8. .Adant 

;urtl Eve nii~tlc. themselves itprons of fig 
Ic;~vc>s. They \\.crc naked i~ncl k~lcw it. 

Inrlecd, m;lll ;tl\\~ays seeks to clothe hi~ri- 
sttlf. He \vo~~ltl  \ave llhnsrlf! IIe tvould, 
i l l  the \\-a>? of Iris n\\n works, srck to present 
I~irnself accrpt;thle in God's sight. W e  
\\-;~r~la to work his O\\TI \vay into the favor 
of (:od. 
Notice. \\.hat ure rc-nd in vrrst8 21 

Thc Lord m;~tlc Adan1 ;inti Eve coats of 
skin. \\'e ~~nderstnntl \\.hat this implies, do 
\\.is not? This rnecins that i11i aninla1 was 
sli~irl i r ~  their hchnlf. .lnd I :un sure that 
t l l c .  1,ord csplaincd this to tl1e111. 

'I'lic first sin is ;tccompanied I)y the fint 
silcrifice. It h:ts Iwen said tlti~t .ld.am fell 
illto the arms of Christ. Ho~v tn~e! -Adam 
alttl Evc \\.ere children of Gfltl accordinr! to 
t.lc-c.Liorl. \I:hcn they sinntkd the Lord re- 
vc~;~lr~tl to then1 s;ilvation, s;ilvi~tion throiigli 
tl~c. Seed of thtt \\'o~nan (primarily Christ) 
\\,l~o \I-oulcl c ~ r ~ ~ s h  the seed of the serpftrlt. 
:\ntl si~lvation throi~gh Him in the way of 
I)le)otl. God's justice must bc s;~tisfied. Anti 
i t  will I,e satisfietl, our sins will he p i d  luld 
cfc.rnill life merited. Salv;rtio~l is of Cad 
i~lo~le, through Jcs~is Christ, our Lord. 
-- -. 

'A reprint by Rev. \'eldni;ur's pemlission 
fro111 The Trr~cl~cr's Guide of June, 1955. 
- I':d. 

GENESIS 4 
REV. C. HANK0 

Cain a n d  Abel 
I .  'I'lleir birth.   id am ant1 Evi- lookcd for- 
\\1:1rtl to more th;tn ;I richer f;r~rlily life when 
t11c.y anticipated the birth of their first 
cllild. For then1 it \\,as the cvidmce that 
(inti's pron~ise of Genesis 3:15 was being 
rt~i~li~etl,  for there God had prolnised salv;i- 
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tion tl~rougl~ thr chilclrcn t l~at  should IE 
I)orn to tllc111. 'I'llerefor' \vl~cn Ciiin, Kve's 
firstbort~ arrived, shc joyf~~lly criecl: "I 1r;tve 
gotten ;I m;tn f r o t ~ ~  the* Lorel." It is v e v  
\\,ell possible that she thougl~t for the 1110- 

tnc:tlt that Gain  night b(8 the promised 
Secd, the Christ. .inti, altho~tgh we kno\v 
now t11;1t i r ~  that respc.rt s l ~ e  wils sorely 
r~iista!!en, it \\'as still true thi~t by the birth 
of Lllis first c l ~ i l ~ l  CI:otl i~ss~~rt- t l  her of future 
gcr~crations thror~gl~ \vllich the promised 
Sctcd sllo~~lcl I)e I)oni. TIM, Lorcl \vould 
teach her that Christ could only come by 
\\-i~y of stn~gglc, stnigglt* het\vc.cn t l~e  sced 
of the serpent ant1 the sred of the \\zonlan. 

Iio\v diffcarerlt her : ~ t t i t ~ ~ t l r  \vl~en she 
looked at rihcl. It is poasiblc. i~l tho~tgl~ not 
certain, that Cait~ ant1 iibc-l ~\~ct.c: t\vins. 
Yet thcre was such an outstarldir~g cliller- 
cnce I~ct\vecn thc~n. \\'l~ile Cain \tr;ls stror~g 
:tnd rol>c~st, thc very picture of hcnlth and 
strctngth, .Abcl was small ant1 \\lc;~k. Thcre- 
fore she callccl him "l~rcath". "vnr~ity", as 
if she could plair~ly rcatl in I I ~ I I I  the r1~s111ts 
of their sin nr~tl th(* curseB. 13111 God's \vnys 
arcb not our ways. Goel \vns pointing out 
t l ~ ; ~ t  t11c carrlill scsetl ivortld altvays Ile larger 
nntl supr.rior to the spiritit;~l scscttl fro111 
evcry t~aturi~l point of vie\\, so that the 
ci~rnal seed \vo~~ltl  pc!rsecutc. thc: spiritual 
sred arttl try to tlcastroy it. Tllc wl~erle \vorlcl 
\\.auld ttnitc;is one man against the Christ 
lltc grc:i~t prc~misccl sortl. 
5. Thcir ~nt~rketl differences. "r\l~el \vas 
n kc.c.pc.r of sllc:cp, I)ut Gain \vas ;I tillcr of 
the gro~tr~tl." Csiu, in haniiony with his 
rol)r~st pl~ysicl~~c, eltose Lo n~t.c~stle with the 
soil. T l ~ e  more s t rcn~~or~s  life of the farrner 
appealed to hin~. While Abcl, ns we can 
rendily see, chose? the less strenr~ous, but 
r~~editative life nf a sl~r~phc:rrl. Cnin was 
t l ~ c  man of great eartl~ly ;t~nbitions, Abel 
s o ~ ~ g h t  l~is dc:ligl~t it1 fcllo\vshil~ \\,it11 Cotl in 
pr;iyer ; ~ n d  mtditiition. Although they both 
hat1 thr sanw covcn:uit tri~i~ling in t11c:ir 
youth, the result of this training For Gain 
\v;~s thi~t it I~rought out the. depritvity of 
his nature, \\vhile hlr Alwl it revc:~lctl the 
work of gracc, strengthening hit11 in his 
faith in the promiscd Siivior imd t l ~ e  hope 
of cteninl lifc. 

This tlifferct~ce rcvealccl itstalf piu.ticul;~r- 
ly in their s;~crificcs. Cnin co~~lcl not en- 
tirely ignorc or forgel his early Lrait~ing. Ile 
was \\illing to bring a fonnal sacrifice to 

God, if for IIO othcr reason than to give* 
some of his gifts to the Most CIig11. It 
tickled his vanity to do something t l~ ;~ t  
Got1 sho~tld appreciate. Abel, on the other 
hand, manifest.; a deep humili&. IIe h ro~~ght  
the firjtlings of his flock, the very I)est, 
thereby confessing thirt God k the sol? Pos- 
zessor of r~ll t l~ir~gs i ~ r 1 ~ 1  that even these sn~:iIl 
gifts cam<: to him from Gocl's hands. There,- 
fore ;dso the cl~oice of a I;xnib was signifi- 
cant. Evcr since God had dvvn to Ada~n 
and I've the skins of ani~nals to c0vt.r tlltrir 
ndc~lness, it \\.as evident that hlood hncl to 
he shed ;IS an iitonct~nent for sin. This Cain 
i ~ o r e d .  But Abel t~nderstood. Therefore* 
\\.hell hr. sacrificed his laml), III. ditl so lo 
confcss his sins before Cod and exyrcss hi\ 
hol>c in the pronlisc~tl Christ. Cnin's sncri- 
ficr \\.as the '\rmini;~n attempt to appeasea 
Gotl \vith o w  rl\vn \vorks, while ribel's sacri- 
6r.c was an act of faith. EIebre\vs 11:4. 
Thcrc.fort. Gotl aL\o accepted libel's sncri- 
fictt, culd rejected Cnin's. Just ho\v it be- 
came e\itlcnt to Cain ancl Abel that tlrc onc 
sacrifice \\.;IS i~ccented ant1 the other rc- 
jectetl, \\,t. do not kno\v. Rut \vr do kno\v 
that Abel experienced peace \\<th God, 
while Gain did not. Thrrefore "Cain \v.ia 
\\TOI~I, ;LIIJ his cor~ntrnancc. fell." Even Ll1c11 
the I ~ r d  warnrtl Cnin, painting I~im to the: 
fact that the Lord (J(.hovi~h) is a rightror~s 
God. Gotl pointed ont to hi111 that thoac 
\\rho keep Gotl's c o ~ ~ ~ n ~ a r ~ t l n ~ e n t s  itre iip- 
proved and acc.cptecl of Cod. \\'bile on  the 
0thc.r hat~tl, those \vho defiantly tra~lsgr~ss 
His law must espcriencc a transgrc:ssor's 
rerv;~rtl. 'I'he so111 thict sins I)ecotnes a slave! 
to sin, for sin is like a Lion cronclliny in his 
tlcn, rc-ady a t  t11ct first opportunity to pouncc 
upon his prey and dc\ror~r him. It is the 
tluty of nl;un to have* n~astcry over sill, to 
oppose atld resist all evil. This statement 
doe, not imply that Cain was cap;il)lr of 
Leeping Gocl's cmrnn~;~tlcln~ents or of tloing 
gmtl in tlre sight of Cod, as it i\ o f t c ~ ~  
interpretetl. But it does point out the 
riglrtr~ous~~t~ss of Gotl and His just punisll- 
nlent upon the tr,~nsyressor. This even Cain 
camlot deny, evcan thottgh he turns ;I clt-:~l 
ear arainst it. 

Cain soon sho~vs that Ilc is very really 
"the seed of thc serpentrr, ;I child of Satan, 
\vho \\.as :I ~n~lrderer  from the beginning. 
For in his 11atrc.d against Cod, Cain also 
lratcs those who love God, and thus turns 
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atlmonishctl him or not, \\,llethcr this toll- 

terllion \vent on for sorlle time or llot, \\'? 

Ililve no \\';IS of kno\virlg; but \ve tlo know 
that Cain's furor arose to a fever pilcll 
;cg;~inst :\l,rl, so that he arose ant1 sle\v Itinl. 
I John 3: 1.'. 

Since tl~is \v;rs still ill a tin~r* \\,hell God 
spoke dirt-ctly to Inen. tile Lorel also \poke 
to Cain, pninting him to the iltrocious crime 
t11;lt he 11;rtl ramnlittecl before the f;we of 
the living Cocl, and ;~ss~tring Ilim that Cod 
\\,ollld cc.rt;linly \indicate t11i1t shed Illood. 
Thr ctusc of Gotl upon Cain \\*as h\,ofold: 
First, Ci~in \\.ollltl h;t\v a still melrtL I1ittc.r 
stn~ggle to \\~t-stlc- his existence fro111 t l ~ c  
soil. The grollnd would producr only 
eno~lgh to give him :I borcb existc~nce. 
.-\~rtl secnncl, he \vo~~ld  all& ant1 stray ;~l)out 
in the earth. He \vas c1rivc.n fro111 the: 
n;~nt family to shift for hin~st.lf its olli8 \vllo 
\\.;IS an olttczrst before Gocl, ;IS is ;rl\\rnyh 
thc bitter evperience of the wicked, (!\Fen 
\\.hen they revel in luxuries. Cnirl re;~cts to 
this sentence of contleninatiorl wit11 hot11 
ir~~pudencc. and tlespair. He sllo\vs IIO sol- 
ro\v, hut cou~plilil~s that the s;tlnr lot lnipht 
befall him that hefcll r\hel. I le wollltl bc 
like a huntctl beast. H~tt Gotl ;lssurtBs Ilhn 
that he \rill live out his clivincly appointed 
tlilys upon thc earth, since 11' must scrvc 
his own p~~rposc., even if it is in the s11llt:rr 
of \xickctlness. The ;uns\ver of Cotl con- 
t;rins not an iotii of grace or mel-cy, hut 
only sho\\,s that vengc:mce bc.longs t c r  the 
Lorcl, \\'ho will recolllpensc in IIis cla.n 
time ancl manncr. Thc sign tlti~t is men- 
tioned in verse 15 as ;I "mark lipon C;rin," 
\\';IS evitlrntly not solnc visil)le rnnrl;, I)ilt 
rather a sibw to Cab, ;III assllrance of God 
that he \\,or~lcl not be killed. I t  is only after 
the* flootl that \vr reat1 that tl11: cleat11 1101131- 

ty I I p n  the mrlrrlerer \va> i~itroclucccl. Ckn. 
9:O. 
3. 'I'hc. cle\~eloplncnt of the actctl of tllc set4- 
pent in cnntrast to thc seed of the \voman. 
17-26. 

First is ~nentioned the t lc~vclopn~t~~~t  of 
thc seed of the serpent in Cain's gc-nera- 
lions. Ilcnre we II;I\T the first c*viclcncc! thcti 
:\clam ant1 Eve had more chilrlrrn tl~;ln tl~c- 
t\vo alrc;idy mcntionrtl. Here is also evi- 
clcnce that ;unong tllc: sons tuld rliltlglltcrs 
of .%dam there were others besitlcs Cair~ 
~vho  were \\.ickcd, as must Il;~ve I)c~cll the 

case \vith this sister \\rho joined Cain in 
mrlrriilge i~ncl conti~rtled in wick(*tlr~css \ \ . i t l ~  
him. 

I1c.r-c. it is irlso evitlent thitl Chin defii~ntly 
sceks his future: succcBss and happilrcss apart 
f r o ~ l ~  Gc~d i11 tlle thirlgs of this world. 'I'l~c 
gre;~l stritles of progress 111ro11gh tliscovcrics 
and inventions were l n ~ d e  I)?. tllc Inell of 
this \\rorlcl, tllc descendants of Gin .  C;I~II  
proct~c?tls to 1)11ild himself it city. 'I'llis nlily 
hi~ve I)ceu nothing Inore then a f c ~  shnple 
Ilouses in ;un enclosr~re. .And tllc origin;ll 
purpc)sc may have Iwen to proIcact their 
families fro~n \vild animills that roamc.cl 
;11>o:lt. But soon this city l~ec;~lrlc~ a11 c:s- 
pression of their Iloast that t11c.y 
co~iltl get :Ilona perfectly \\,ell as enemies 
of Cocl. They sougl~t ;I n;llllc For then~sel\~es. 
:\s is evident from the fact thnt this city 
\\.as 11;lmed after Cilin's son Enoch. PS;I~III 
19. 

In tllese generations of Cain \ve firltl 
naxncs tliat inclnde the llanlc of (hd ,  21s is 
evident froln the rrpcatc.tl "El". .-\I first 
there 1,111st hi~\,e beer1 some fom~itl me~ltion 
of Cotl, hilt gradu;rll>- eve]) tltc tllougl~t of 
Gotl w;ls Ixtnished from tlleir minds. .\lore- 
over, in thcse nitmrs \ve also see the devel- 
opme~lt of sin. This is especially c*vident in 
;I m:ln like Lnmech. He cotlln~itted bigalny, 
taking t c ~  hinlsrlf two tviveh. And tllr nutneb 
of thcse \\fives eyprcss his c:trnal Illst. --\cl;~h 
means "orn;lrnent," \vhile %illah nltaans "the 
sl~;~tly one". In this family appt~i~recl tile 
comlption that is so bli~ti~rlly tlisplayc~l 
in ollr prcwnt \vorld, ;IS represtsnted 11,. 
IIolly\voocl. Stvt I John 2: 16. 

L i~rnc~h  ;tlso espressetl Itis defiance of 
Cod i l l  his wicket1 "swortl song". We c;ln 
rc:adily visunliz him, arrog;l~itly llolding l~is  
son's inventccl s\\,ortl in his hantl, reciting 
poclry to his \vivc.s to csspress his clcep 
contc:lnpt for C d ' s  justicc. He has hcard 
of the punisllment that God had once pnr- 
no~ll~cetl ~ ~ l ~ o u  ;111 those wl~o \voultl kill 
Cairl; and 11c m n l s  it \\.it11 his whole soul. 
Possil~ly he already had avengctl himself 
on his enemies, as he intc~ncls to retaliate 
in the future. Let God rcco~npc~rse hi111 if 
He will1 

It \\:as i l l  this \\.ickerl f;~nlily that the 
grcat men of renown appeilred. "tidah bare 
Juhill." And Jnbnl I~ecar~lc it no~ll:ld, devot- 
ing llis tin]<. and effort to prodr~cing cattle 
and sheep. IIe i~ltroduced cattle grazing ah 
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a means of livelil~ood. "Thc nzcnle of his 
Ilrothcr \vas Jubnl." IIc. \vus tllc originittor 
of musical i~~stru~llents,  b o t l ~  \\rind :tnd 
strir~gc~tl instr~tuni~nls. Zill&~li's son \vas :~lso 
an inve~tti\ve gcnitts, p r o d ~ ~ c i ~ ~ f  instruments 
ant1 i~t r .~~si ls  of Ijronzc. i~ r~ t l  iron. Itnitsine 
\\.hat ;ln irtfl~~encv thew mcbn hat1 on the 
r l ~ ~ v e l o ~ ~ ~ n e n t  of' C;~in's c~ity. ~t111i1l was thr 
shre\vtl bitsir~c~ss rn;tlt, 'l't~bal (:;kin improvcd 
tht. nl;utlier of living lvith l ~ i s  i~tstrl~mcnts 
of I~ronzr ant1 iron. J~ tba l  lit.ll~rtl to pro- 
vide t11(. entr.rtai11111cnt \vitli his I~nrp il11t1 
organ. A ~ n i ~ i i a t i ~ r e  n~catropolis of \vickct\- 
ncss hntl sprltng I I ~ ,  tlirol>bing  fill^ a life 
of sin. 

'1'h;lt ucr.olults for it that T u l ~ ; ~ l  C:~in's 
sister is mentioned, Sai1111ilh. "tlic ldfi~si~nt 
one." She fits in 1Iii1t scene of carrial Illst, 
craving pleast~re, e w e  ancl lu.\~try. 

In cnntrast to tllc genvratiolis of Cain, 
a brief account i< given of t l ~ e  d(~scenc1- 
ant5 of Seth. Cod rc~nen~lx:rs IIis covenant 
and gives to Atlam ;tnd Eve another son ill 
the placi~ of Abel. Seth \-cry fittingly 
meilrls "sr~l)stitr~tc~," or "on[. set in tllc. place. 
of another." \\'as hc. a re~ninder to rldatn 
arltl Eve oT Ole real "S~bs t ik~ t t~ , "  thv Scecl 
d the \volnari \vho wor~ld cotlie to 11e;tr 
;n\;ny t l~cir  sin\? 1-11is \vc- kno\v, tho sons 
i ~ f  Sc.111 \\.(.re characterizetl by their si~llple 
life iind tlcvotion to God. 'Tlicy w ~ ~ ~ l r t  ;I 

better co~tntry, and were strangers on the 
earth. 111.1). 1.1 : 13-16. Slorcovcr, i t r  the. 
da)-s of Knos public Xvorship was intro- 
clucrxl. 1-11(. lwlievrrs ;tlho felt tile neitrl for 
;I collitnon bond of unity, bttt t l ~ c y  sottght it 
in tllc con~~nlmion or saints for the pulposc 
of \vorshipping God ;lnd the strengthening 
of tlteir faith. 

E R R O R  

REV. R. C. HARBACH 

'HODOX CHURCH 

I. As t o  Doctrine 
T11at the ~ i ~ o s t  i111porti111t I ) ~ ; I I I V I I  O F  the 

E a ~ t e n l  church i\ !he Russiiln Orthoclos 
C h u r d ~  is totli~y c~itsily seen. 'I'liis c l ~ ~ t r c h  
c a n e  into being in the tcnth century \\,hen 
Cl~riste~~tloni ivils i11troc111i:ed to thr: IIussi;~u 
barl~arians by \vay of an ikon ancl tlte rite 
of immcbrsion. I ~ c ~ ~ ~ o ~ n i t ~ ; i t i o ~ ~ i t l  11eitdqu:tr- 
ters 1,ecattlc ccmterctl in Cor~stn~itinol,le until 
1461, \\,hen ~ h c  SIetropolitan (11 bisl~op next 
in rank after ;I palrizircli) of \loscow \Sfas 
advanced to Pntriarch (bibhop of thr- high- 
est rmk), m;~l;itlg \lowow tlw Iiome of 
Rtnsia. 

\Vhen I'eter the (:rent cum(- lo power, Ire 
f o ~ ~ n d e d  St. Pcters l>~~rg (1703). nntl cnade it 

the re l ig io~~s capital \vith the C m r  as em- 
peror-pope of Ht~ssia. \\'hen a latcr Czar 
caurht in the I3nssi:ur re\~olutio~i of 1917 
was ;~ssassir~;ttetl, religious liberty was 21lso 
slain. Then priests \vcrc2 jailed or estu.t~tetl 
ii~id i~ lidi~l-\\rit\r(. of : ~ t I ~ ~ i s ~ i i  sntaslierl over 
the cot~ntr!.. In such times the pstrinrch- 
i~ti- \v;~s rc.-cstal~lishetl in the f ; t c ~  of con- 
stant opposition from the Soviet state. -A 
re\\- years 1;ltt.r tl~c: c h ~ ~ r c h  ;~doptctl thc posi- 
tion that liierarchical i~uthority il~herrtl not 
in a picpal head, but in the. bro;rtlest isccle- 
si;~stic;~l body. Priests \\it11 anti-So\iel pol- 
icies \\,ere I~anislicd or jailed. It \=IS 'br 
kind to thc Soviists - or else!" 

In 1930, the Conml~~nis ts  legislated agitinst 

BEACON LIGHTS 



ri.ligion, forbidding rrligio~~s instn~ction to 
any under 18, bnrrning mectings of wolnen 
and child re^^ for prayer or Bil~lr s t ~ ~ d y ,  pro- 
hibiting church-sponsored lil)raries : i r~t l  roacl- 
ing rooms, removing ill1 re.ligioti fro~n the 
schools. Church I>nilcli~~c\ were confi\i*iittxl 
by thc state, sonie being used as rniisc.lim.;. 
Ikon \vorship \\.as destroyetl :IS ~vcll ;IS rev- 
erencv of relics and of deitd bodies of 
saints. Thr  only drad to I1c hn~~orecl were 
tlecrased Conininnists. Siih~ri~lly, other 
Iiierarcliical saint-worshipir~g c l ~ ~ ~ r c l ~ c s  rv- 
senti=tl this treatn~ent of the Russian clergy. 
'I'hercfore the pope ant1 the arcl~l>ishop of 
Carrterbtu). sent expressions of syrnpatliy to 
tile liussirui churclr, iind s c * ~ ~ t  rcsoll~tio~~s to 
the Soviet government protesting the crurl 
aggression. But keep in mind tl~et Ciintcr- 
b u v  itl\vays persecuted the t n ~ e  ch~~rch ,  
i~nd th;~t Ilorne has iilwaps mi~tlc frii?nclly 
gesh~res to the I<ussian c h ~ ~ r c h ,  cdculi~ti:ig 
to \\,in rccognitiou as thc only re;~l i~ncl 
rightf~tl church in thtt \\,orltl. Hcirce, nirm- 
I~crs in the, Russian church \vc.rcs no1 by 
Rome c~~stigatecl as heretics, l ~ u t  \vertS 
ciilled "distant bretl~ren" or "sepi~r:ttecl 
hrctliren." So today, Protestants, at least 
thohc. who havr I~een baptized, arc in I l ro  
intererst of a world cht~rcli no Ie111gc.r stig- 
matizetl as heretics, h ~ ~ t  as "srpuritt~ul I~reth- 
ren." Pope Pius XI was of this spirit some- 
\\hat. He prescribetl a prayer thitt the 
llOC retnr~i "to the fold ; I I I ~  c01nn~~11iio11 
of the [Roman] Catholic Cllurcli." 71'licii 
the .Anplic;~n c l i ~ ~ r c l ~ ,  not to appt-ar ullectl- 
~rienici~l, also called for prayers for tl~c: Hus- 
s im ch~irch. Tod:~y t l ~ e  Presl~ytcri:m r l~urc l~  
(UPLISA) calls for prayer for orgallie ~~niol l  
of id1 cl i~~rchrs  in one \vc.)rltl clir~rcl~. So 
does the Romisli church in its prcsent \'ziti- 
can Council. Thrre stems tc~ bc. no c~pposi- 
tion to this slitling hack to R ~ l ~ n e  011 tlie 
part of thc great bocli1.s of' "Prott~sla~~lisul~." 
Apostiate "Pmtest;mts" arc* heading in that 
tlireclion. They arc 11rit Prntrstai~ts. A t  Iwst 
they iue protest-ants. But they are i l l  tlre 
c~cclesiastieal \vootl\vork. 

To get back to this Rr~ssian Orlhcdos 
Church: it \\,as inileetl ortliodoa i l l  ri.i~!cling 
the .Apocrypha, Ix~t  not so il l  reclc~iring 
prosclytcs to rci~tl it in prc:paralion for nd- 
nlission into the churclr. It \vas so in rcareiv- 
ing Scriptt~re as tht. \\'orcl of Gotl, I > I I ~  not 
so in tradition on the level wit11 Llic. 
iiuthorit?. of Scriph~rc, nor in its rliscoumg- 

ing the reading of Scripture. It was so in 
a p p c a l i ~ ~ ~  to the Nicene Crrctl, hut not so 
in re-jecti~ig the Filiorlne cl;luse (cf. the Holy 
Spirit "\vlro p r o c ~ ~ d c t h  fro111 tl~c. Father o ~ ~ t l  
tire Son"). It was so iri referring to the 
chnrch ~~ni\,ersnl ;is incll~tling llle cliurches 
of Jerus;~lem, .%ntinch, Alcsanclria and Con- 
sti~~~tinople, 1 ~ 1 t  11ot sci in ignoring the 
churches of Cemiany, S\vitzerli~nd and Eng- 
lnnrl. I t  was so in te;~ching the Lord's 
Priiyer, Imt not so in inclutli~~g the AW 
Altrrirr.  It teaches the L)c.calog~~e, I>ut with 
the second and fourth corn~nandn~enb a- 
1)riclgrd. Es;imination of canilitlates for the 
millism is miiinly clisciplirrary and pastoral, 
doclrine I>eing t o ~ ~ c l ~ e d  only incitlentally. 
Tri~~isubstnnti;ition is held in the strongest 
langt~agc.. It ;~lso twches the ~irn~inian phi- 
loajphy that clection is ;iccorcling to God's 
forc~kno\vlrdge of those \vho ~~iiilic good use 
of their free \\.ill to accept salvation, and 
thilt rel)robation is accortling to Ilis fore- 
kno\vledge of those \vho reicct it. "The 
Ci~lvinislic doctrine of uneontlitional pre- 
tlostination is co~itlernr~c~d ;IS al)orninal)lc 
iml,ious iurd blaspfirnio~~s." 0 1 1  divine prov- 
idi~ilce, Cod forexecs ant1 ~crmi t s  evil: Ile 
doc-s not forc.odiiin it. .A colllmon grace is 
alho ta11~1it \\,hich "God has I~redcstiniited 
to give to :all Inen and has i~ctunlly given 
tllo~n" for tlic "al t ; t in~~~mt of happiness.'' 
As to the nsct=nsior~ of Christ, il is not phys- 
icitl. I>ul spiritual. 'Ihe pc.nite~~l clei~tl arc- in 
pt~r~atciry until deli\-eretl l>y prayer$, alms 
ant1 mnssc-s. 'I'herc. is also o co~~tratliction in 
Ru~siari Orthodox theology tvllich is d o c  
trin;illy, historically ruitl a~rtl~ropologici~lly 
opl)ositc to Lict. It is that Got1 miidr Eve 
fro111 a rib of Adam "to tlic i~itcrlt that all 
n~irnhccl might Ix by origin naturally dis- 
posecl to lo\;c ant1 defc.~~d o ~ ~ e  ;itrother"! 
Otl~er  doctrinal pcculiitrities ;ire: The t n ~ e  
chl~rch c;inllot hc concc~ivecl of anirrt from 
tlir hier;irchy, w r   part from ;m ec~~~nenical  
cot~ncil. It still in this ~notlri 11 d:ty oht.iins 
that love to soverc.ien and coulitrv eo so far - .  
ils to r ~ ~ i ~ l r e  subjects ready to (lie for them. 
Gr:~cc Iniiy be ma~r~~facturecl Ijy making the 
sicn of the cross on the fori:llead, on the 
brc.itst, on the food and the cul)s at tlie tal)le, 
and is :I pritcticc to be encouraged upon 
goirrg to bet1 at night, on irrising kl thc 
nrorning, on going out for the day, on t l ~ e  
tl;~ily rot~nds, and on rc.ttirn to home. The 
sign of tlie cross makes one n holy terror to 
t l ~ c  devil. 
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II. As to Correspondence 
For this c l r ~ ~ o n ~ i ~ ~ ; ~ l i o r ~ ,  intcrcc~~nmutrion 

and coop era ti or^ \\it11 otltcr church organiza- 
tions \\,as at firs1 non-csisto~~t. 'I'l~e Hc.fonna- 
tion was not out of the E;tsterr~ C l ~ t ~ r d ~ .  It 
Il;id IIO part ill the Ilrfor~i~:iticl~~ move~nent, 
itnd paid no pnrtic~~lnr attention to it. Tlme 
Lc~tli~.ritns did ~nakc, some approach to the 
Eastern hriincli of Christendo~n. \lelanch- 
thor~, .an t*ctun~rnicist of thc! di~y, n~atlt: 0vc.r- 
tt~res to the. c l t~~rch ;it Comtnntinople, 1)11t 
f;tilrtl. Tllc Crctsk Orthotlos Clturcl~ con- 
clem~~ed t l ~ c  L11t11er;ln 2 A ~ ~ g s l ~ ~ ~ r g  Cc~l~fession, 
iurlcl tlre Synotl of J e r ~ ~ s a l e ~ n  (1672) rejected 
110th L~~thersnis~n ant1 Calvinis~~r its danger- 
011s littresies, prono~tncinc! i l l  Ro~nislr fasllir~n 
;tnathctnas , ~ g a i ~ ~ s l  Protest;~ntist~t. Some An-  
glicans in the ciirly 1700s attc*~~tptetl corre- 
spontlcncc \\.it11 tl118 liussii~n churc.l~. The 
Russiiu~s \vc.re polite; certainly not its Imitrsh 
;IS thc- Grid c:l~urcl~, l ' l~ry :u~swc:l-ecl that 
the British brc-tltrcn visit Hussi;~ "to Imold a 
fricndly cn~lferc:~lce. i l l  tltc- nnlllc. ;tt~tl spirit 
of Christ. . .(to) ;iscertain \\.hilt nu>- he 
yield~:tl ant1 gi\.c.n 111) 11y one lo other, 
what, on tltc otl~er hand, may and ought 
for co~~sc ie~~cc '  sitke I I ~  al)sol~~tcdy tler&cl." 
'rhe proposal \vi~s never rcalizrd. Segotiit- 
tions i.ncletl with t l~v tlei~tl~ III l'c-tcr tlic 
Great, ant1 R~~ssiiin cchargc.s tli;it the An- 
glical~s \vc:rc. infc-ctecl \\fitli "Gtbr~nari heresy" 
( Lutherar~isttt ) irnd Citlvinisln. 

In the mid-~~irtctet~r~tl~ ccntury itrose it 

cle-prr~testi~~~tizi~~g n~ovelncrlt in the Anglici~n 
church wit11 hundrc*tls r e t ~ ~ r n i ~ ~ g  to Romc. 
This occasionrtl re~rcs\r,ed corrc.spondmcc., 
i r ~ c l ~ ~ t l i n ~  thc Antc!ric;un Protestiu~t Episcop;il 
Chl~rch. witl~ tlic R~~ssiiut ch~~rches. The 
chttrcl~es were visitetl. fraternal letters n-rit- 
t1.n ant1 sociill a~~~c.~titic:s escllangcd, ft~llo\vccl 
I)y conft:rmccs bc.t\vec~~ Anglican itnd Iil~ssii~n 
ecclesi:~stic:rl dig~~itari(.s. '1-l~e R~~ss i i~n  church 
went far enough, howevcr, only to itdinit 
that t l ~ c  Episcopal c~liurcltcs i~lo~rr. \vcre 
a~~chorc.cl to the tnlr church. Other Prot- 
cslnnts wercs cut off ; I I I ~  set ;cclrift. 'i ' l~t.)- 
also re-itffir~~red tltc infitllihility of the churcli, 
r111tl rejcctetl all I'rotc-stnnt Iml)tisln I)tbca~~sc, 
it is riot ad~nini.;tcred \vith that Inost rssetl- 
tit11 to baI~tisni. ;IS Ihey see it, ~~i~rnely,  
triple immersion. 

hlorc- notitl~lc \vi,rc t l ~ e  g;ithe~.i~~gs i l l  102.5 
at \\'e;rtuninster t\l)bey \rritlt the ~lrclihishop 
of C;~ntrrb~~ry, the I:;tstcr~~ cl~urchc~s ant1 
Ht~ssian .\letropolitans rcprescntcd. Basis of 

~mnity did not put first Scripture as the i ~ ~ f a l -  
lible \Vortl of Gotl, but ( 1 ) the i~utltority 
of the hierarchical c h ~ ~ r c h ,  then ( 2 )  Scrip- 
h~re,  hut ;is interprc.tcd I)y the. hierarcl~ical 
church, (3) the Sicene Creed, simil:~rly 
interpretc-d, ant1 ( 3 )  tlte decrees of the c-cu- 
menical councils. T l ~ e  first formitl contitct 
ill nine centuries bet\veen the Roniar~ Cittho- 
lic ;rnd the Russii~~m Orthodox chr~rch \vas 
\ r .h r~~  hvo Hr~ssiarl delrgates ntirntled t l ~ r  
Secortd \'irtic;ln Ecrmionical Co~~ncil in 
Rontr. l'lmuz the Orthotlos cllurch re~~tiiins 
in its historical ant1 prwcnt heterotlos and 
unrefornmctl state. 

I l l .  As to Ecumenicity 
.AII irnportal~t rrprc.senti~tive in this c1111rcl1 

is Crorgi (3. Knrpov, cbainnrut of tile Coun- 
cil of r\fT;tirs, also major general of the 
Sovict secret police, appointed by Stalir~ to 
he in cl~;uge c ~ f  ell religious iiffairh ant1 ii 

~ninistrr in the. Soviet cabinet. 'Tile Iitte 
Iletropolit;in Nicolai was iln idc~ntificd agcnt 
of thc Sovirt sccret lmlice, and had been in 
clrargtt of the foreign afktirs of the cliurcl~. 
tIe h;~tl also toured tltc I?. S. In 19.50 Nico- 
Iiti liitd \vrittrtt, "l'hi: src-edy ter~t;~clcs of 
the ortop115 across tlie ocean ;Ire trying to 
engulf the emtire universr. Capitalist .Amt*r- 
ica, this fanatic prostitute of the ncS\v Baby- 
lon . . . is tr?.i~~g to seduce t l ~ c  peoples 11y 
pitshi~tg them into \var." .Archl~isliol~ NiLo- 
dim, repli~cinp Sicolai, ;he r  the Iattt!r's 
tleath, is tht. foreign spokesman for the ROC, 
and is schc~clulc~d to visit the L'. S. \\'it11 the 
Itttssii~n clcleg:~tion in Fel~n~ary,  1963. I lc 
has clict;ited to the \\'orlcl Coutmcil of 
Chercl~es, the Niltionill Co~~nci l  of Cl~urcll~s 
;utd the UN tllr~t it is their duty to press tlte 
U. S. govcarnmcsllt to a!xutdon its hlock;~tlr 
policy 011 Cuha. Soviet cl~urchtnen t1ictatc.d 
U. S. foreign policy tht~s: "It is the tluty of 
.hierican cl~urch leiiden to use all oppor- 
t~initic.; in pressing tl~c- I T .  S. gover~~~ner~ t  to 
i~hanclon its crazy Ix~licy." \I;irvelous i~d-  
vice frr~m the Soviets - tllc U. S. is "crazy" 
to defend itself against Societ aggression 00 
111i1es fro111 our sol~tl~tntstcrn I,order! It is 
I'i~triarch :\lesei \\,lto is head of thc ROC. 
I le rtot only mtlorsetl the Kl~n~rhchov pro- 
p*nl for total disammnrnent (\vhich dict no1 
include UN illspection of \vlirther Kcissi;~ 
\vi~\ tlisanrmi~myl) made at tlie US, I)lrt sent 
;I messilge to the \VCC the thy  after tile 
ROC was received into me~nhersh i~  in the 
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\\'orlcl Council isking the Council to en- 
dorsc. cornpletc clisar~n;~rnent. From tl~is il 
ought to he plain that tht. ROC is ill the 
\\'CC to pron~ote the cnrlsc. ot Nikita 
Klrn~shchev. 

:\lesri \\,as ;~\vardccl a high Soviet gov- 
ern~nent tlecor;~tion, the Ortler i ~ f  the H u l  
H~~nner  of La1)or on his 83th birtlrday. He 
has referred to Stalin as "a \vise, Cod- 
app~intetl  leader." \\'hether he was tvisc? is 
more tl~irn question;rl~le. I3ut 1 ~ .  ccrtainly 
\\*;IS a "Cocl-appointcxl lrader." Hitler, too, 
\v;is a Cotl-appointccl leatler. So was I.lc*rocl. 
So \vas Judas. .Alexei s\\,orc allep'i~nc*r to 
Stalin as tlie "tleeply honored a ~ ~ t l  dear Jn- 
e p l i  \'i.ssario~~o\icl~." heirtl of thc Sovicl 
F;rtherland. Truly, "tl~e Slost Iligll r~~letlr 
in the killgdom of men. i~nd pivet11 it to 
\vhomsoever tit. \vill. ; u ~ l  setteth ~ t p  over 
it the I~nsest of men" (U;iniel 4:  17 ). 

Is is, then, sn>ir~g too ~nuch to say that 
tl~c. Hussi;rn Orthoclos is an arm ill' the Soviel 
governn~rnt, i~nd agent of the Krcllllitl imd 
part of t l ~ c  Hccl propagilntla "l~~.acc." pro- 
grim? t1i;it it is Con~~nunist-coritrc~lled? Tlie 
last synoil of the Reformed Church in i\mcr- 
ica thought so and rcjectetl the clisrgc tht 
thc. ROC is con~pl r tc l~  controllet1 11y the 
Soviet g o w r n ~ ~ ~ e ~ l t .  One \vontl(!rs wl~cther 
that synod hntl bettrr infornlatiorl thun rhe 
sivorn trstilno~~y given bc:fore thc. I!. S .  
Scr~ate Intrnial Sccurity Sul~coni~nittre 
ancl the IIousc- Co~nr~~i t t ec  on U ~ ~ - l \ ~ ~ ~ c ~ r i c a n  
.Actit-ities hy I'eter Deriabinn ant1 l'nri Rnst- 
\*orov \vho gave in dehil ncco~~llt of corn- 
plcte arrtl total control of the Soviet govern- 
ment ovcsr the ROC and all t l ~ c .  clu~rches 
ptwnittetl to csist I~chind the Iron Ci~r t~ in .  
Tlie S C C  itsclf, in whicll the Reformcd 
Clirlrch of A111eric;t has ~nc~~ibcrsliil~, I I ~ ~ C ~ O  

;I ststenlent last Scptcnlber that thc 1li1ssi;ur 
ch~~rchcs "mnclr it perfrctly clcmr . . . 1hi11 
Cl~ris*ans in the Soviet Union arc i~ loyal 
scxn~erlt of thct 'new sociirlist society' \rhicl~ 
is being built." Then there ih .*chl~ishop 
I;tko\-as. prin~i~te of the Grecak Ortlioclos 
Churcl~, S. b S. A., \vl~o \\.;IS si~sl)iciot~s 
itl~orlt ;~drni t t in~ the ROC to the \\'CC:. tic. 
said, "l'l~ey ciumot, of collrse, no alry pli11:c: 
withor~t k t  getting instruction fro111 thc 
Kremlin foreign office. They arc not i~ freca 
church." 

111 19.36 certain clergyme11 of Crcatiit. 
I:stoni;~, Latvia, Litliuani;~, Slovi~kia and thi- 
Ukraine ismed a declarittion ancl pmtest 

agiiinst a trip c ~ f  delegi~tes h o ~ n  tlrc Satinnal 
C o ~ ~ l ~ c i l  to hlosco\v. In part tliry s,~id, "\Ve 
kno\\* the plight of the chr~rchmm nnder 
thr cr~ntrnl of the- Soviet rc.giunc. It com- 
pel.; them to lict, to distort their functions, 
ant1 to I)ec~on~e ol)dic.nt instn~~ncnts in the 
h~rtlicrance of the Soviet espnnsion. This is 
sonlc?thing so llonible that we, \ r l~en given 
rvc-II the rc.motcst opportunity, Iuve risked 
all in order to flw this rolc . . . Cluistians 
I>rhind tl~c* Iron curt;~in . . . ilre not in- 
vestctl with thit role of spokes~nen; they 
are sl~ff~.ring ill prisotrs, 11c.ing tortured in 
sln\,c.-lnl~or canips and resti~!g in mass- 
griives . . . 

In 1954 a Imok came out in Gennany en- 
titlctl Ilic? Kcrtclko~nber~kircl~~? Ily Arfved Gus- 
tafson. Ile points o l ~ t  that the Orthodox 
C l ~ ~ ~ r c h  in Sovirt Russia Ilircl 1)een pcrse- 
cutcd by the progr;rmnretl athristic state 
power, i.t*., Co~nmunisrn, but hits no\\' en- 
terc.cl into a union with this sli~te power 
ant1 in doing so \ t 7 a  cv~npclled to deny the 
persitcution. 'I'he escllse give11 for h i s  at- 
t i h ~ d r  is that tliis c l~ t~rch  "lras taken upon 
itself tlic ~nnrtyrcloni of the lie for the 5ake 
of the presenvi~tion of its life."or this 
st;~l)-in-thv-back conil)roniisc, :I great num- 
I)c-r of Christians \\ithclre\v fro111 the Ortho- 
dox church. They c o ~ ~ l d  riot go ;dong \\-it11 
thnt ecclc~siasticnl union will1 the athristical 
statc. For this stand they lii~vc hi~tl to retire 
into "oKicii11 non-esistcocc.," I~eco111e a "c;tta- 
conil~s ehl~rcli." If tliis is true. irnd there is 
no t.caascln to clt.ny it, then t l ~ e  tr~ic continua- 
tion of tlie Russian Orthodox Chllrch is not 
the. ch11rc:h of the "lnnrtyrtlom ir f  thr lie," 
~ I I I  the underprountl church. The Russian 
at~tlror, T. Antlreev, \r-riting on tlle history 
of the ROC, s:~id, "Ortl~odosy, hitvi~g sur- 
rerldered to the Soviets, ant1 having become 
;I tc~ol of tlic \\-orld cn~bracing allti-Christian 
decc=ption. is not Orthodoly ;uiy longer, but 
the. n~islc;~cling herc~sy of Anti-Clrristrndom, 
dri.ssed I I ~  \\.ith thc rent clothes of Ortho- 
clox).." 

Ilo\\. then can our go\pcrnn~cnt \vekome 
tllc- Rl~ssii~n L'S dvlagntos an11 thr ROC 
de1eg:~tes to our cotlntr?.? To tlo so is to 
acltnit spirs into tlrc c o ~ ~ ~ ~ t r ) . .  It can be 
esl)lainctl \\-liy tllr presc~~t  adlninistration 
c;ti~ so rrndily and easily tlo this. It is part 
(11 the principle of integration, not only 
integation of races, hut of id nations into 
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a onc-\\.orld t~nitetl n;~tions fiovernment, have. an open society olxriiting \r.ith all 
which is Ix~setl on Inorc. than "pcaccf111 co- kinds of exchimge progriiuls. To speak of 

existence" - on tho 11nivrrsi11 1,rothcrhood "sgicsn \\.itIiirr s11c11 a sophisticatctd, "ad- 
of man. 'l'herc. is, therefore, no longer any vanced," civilizetl ( ? )  routest is to set 
place for colonialis~l~, priv;ltc i~~itintivc or yourself I I ~  ;IS ;I ciinclitlicte for a visil to 
unilateral i~ctio~l, for we lnust l)l~ild a \vorld- >our fric.ndly psychiatrist. You are ;I victim 
\vide Christiall C O I I I ! ? I I I I I ~ ~ ~  ill \\,llicl~ \ve of "negative fcar reaction." 

AGATHA LUBBERS 

LET R O M E  RETURN TO THE BIBLE 

'The 2,200 co~mcil fitthrrs I I I ~ ! ~  in St. 
Peter's Basilica \\.ere ;~ddrcssetl I)y the ;ii l in~ 
Pot~tiff in their last mrcting of the year 
1962. "I'his LQII I lcil, \\rl~ich llils bt.c!n called 
by Pope John SSIl l  is dctlicatc-tl to the 
proposition that ill1 f:~iths nntl iill tilcn shall 
u1ti111;ttcly I>e ~~nitcrtl in one great \\.orlcl 
chr~rch. Pope john slatrtl "a gootl Ilc- 
~ i ~ ~ n i n j i  had been matlc" ;urd that "im csact 
target date of I963 c o ~ ~ l d  I>c set for thc 
co~~ncil's conclusion." Tllis \vorlltl I)c ;I 

rather remerkal~le conclusion bccause it 
\i.,ould fall on a centc~l~ary year; tlic Council 
of Trent llict from 1545 till 1.563. 

130th Protesti~nts i~nd Catholics arc con- 
cerned tvit11 this Second Vatican Collncil. 
Four Ilt~ndred  nill lion Cttholics over tlic 
\vorlcl \\ t i l l  I)c :~fTectctl by t11c Jccisions of 
the cor~ncil which has temporarily i~cljonrnecl. 
OIIC 1iu11clrc.tl ant1 fifty million Protestants in 
sevc*ral continents \ \ t i l l  also 11c all'c.ctetl by 
these clecisions. 

'I'he I'ontiff hils st;~tcd that llle "voicp of 
the laity" shill1 ho more clearly heard and at 
least one voice has bec!n Ilcnrtl. Evely~l 
\\';i~~gli, Catholic Inyn~an ; ~ n d  novelist, writes 
in the Notional Rmicic, Decctnhcr 4, 1962, 
in ;In i~rticlc cnlitlod " ' I l ~ c :  Sa111c Again 
P1e;ise: h L;iyn~en's Ilopcs of the Vatican 

Council" i~nd c)ppo.;rs Inany of the proposed 
changc-5 to l ~ e  considered by the \'aticitn 
Carlncil. Concerning the rcrunion of Chris- 
tentlon~, ho\rcver, E. \Vall~li had t l ~ e  fol- 
lo\\ing to say: 

\lost Cl~risti;~ns, relying on thc dircsct 
propl~ecies of Our I.ord, expect this (rc- 
union of Cluistenclon~ ;;.I.) to occur in 
s o ~ ~ ~ c  lnoment of historical tin~c. Fcw 
belic-vr that n~onirnt to I,c irnn&~cnt. 
Thct Catl~olic aspir;~lion is that tht. more 
nl;c~iifcst the t n ~ c  cli;~ractc.r of the 
Cl~nrc l~  call be ~nadc*, the more dissentc.rs 
will be dri1\\71 to n~;ike their s~iblnission. 

This position expressed by E. JVnugh i s  
r;~tlier re~notc froln the position t.xpressccl 
11y the l~istoric crretls of thc R~.foni~ed 
Cliurch. In 1.563, tvhm the Council of 
Trent \\.as nttc.lnpting to crc;itc all unl,riclgc*- 
:il~le chas111 bct\t*ern Roman Catholicism nnd 
Protestant "lic.resy"; t l ~ c  Ilcitlclbcr!: Cntca- 
chisin niacle its ;ippear;ince. In question ;und 
;ins\lrc.r 54 tllc colnposcsrs speak concerning 
the "l~oly catholic church" of Christ. 'I'he 
profo~~nd and soul-stirring an>\ver to tlris 
clt~estion is: 

That the Son of God from t l ~ c  begin- 
ning to thv end of thc ~ o r l d  gi~tllt!~.~, 
dcfencls, and prc.serves to himself by his 
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Spirit nnd worcl, out of the whole hu- 
111itn raw, a clrurch c11ose11 to evc.rlasting 
life, agreeing in true fi~ith; . . ." 

The po\ition of this C;~tholic lny~~ran is rr- 
 note I)cca~~sr. hc \\,rites from \\-it11 in tho Ro- 
1n:tn C;~tl~olic Church. Ilis conccrrl is not 
the simle ;IS Ursinus ancl a11 thoscs \\dlo Icft 
the Romish shell. It is this false concep- 
tion of the ar~thority of thC C I I I I ~ ~ I I  thor- 
oughly in~hibed by E. \\'a11g11 th;~t rc*s~~lts 
in silch an expression :IS he- m;~kes. 'I'hc 
~nemlwrs of the hieri~rchy assc.~nl)lctl at 
Trent declilred that the 13ible rests 11po11 thc 
ili~thority of thc: C h ~ ~ r c l ~ ,  ant1 that trnditian, 
;13 it coma-s dtmn tluo~lgh the age5 in tht- 
1iom;un C;ttholic C1111rch 11;~s ;m cc111al vi~lid- 
ity \\pith the Scriptures themselves. This re- 
jcvtion of the Scriptrrrrr soku o f  tllc* 1-l~-l'ornl- 
cars sets the  tor^^. for ;dl errors in the llon~ish 
Church. 'l'hese errors arc repugna~lt to t host. 
\vho live i u ~ d  (lie by the Scri1)turc.s. 

The Ror~~ish Church is not concern(-d ill 
the Ic.ast \\,it11 the gatliering nntl tlcf~wso 
of thr church I I ~  the Son of Cod. As long 
;IS men are melnbers of thc Iiorllisl~ C l ~ l ~ r c l ~  
then all things :are right. It is Ro~nct's clzi~n 
that the only b:~sis for approach is 111~. ~~ccc:s- 
s a v  i~dmission by all dissenters i~ncl all dc- 
uominations that the C h ~ ~ r c l ~  of Ilomr 111onc- 
possesses the \vhole of revealed truth. 

Ilon Francism Lacneva, former Canon in 
the 11oma11 Ci~tholic Churcl~ in Spain, 
writes an article printetl in Christiufiifij 
'I'or/a!y, October 12. 1962, "Should \Ire Re- 
turn to Ron~e?" In this article. he states that 
thr Rolnan Church clain~s: 

Tlrc Ril)lc \\~itl~out Ro~~~anis t  notes is Iln- 
profitable and even dilngerous. Its read- 
ing is therefore forl)iclclcn. 

Ilcncc s:~ys Ilon Fr;~r~cisco L;lcut.vir in the 
sitnle nrticlc*: 

The. only possible basis for a n~r~tual  ap- 
proi~ch hehveen the cv;tr~gelical church 
and Ro~ne \vould be t11;lt both parties r e c  
ognized the suprenle mcl indisp~~table 
authority of IIoly Scripturi.. . . 

W'itl~ this position heartily concur; 
~ I I I C I  yct tho sand in the honr glass of time 
is slo\r,ly nlnning out. Ronle has definitely 
established hersrlf as the false c1111rch. Our 
cr~.eds cl;lssify the religion of the Ro~nish 
(711~1rch as "accursed itlola try." l l u h ~ a l  
ayrer.nlc!nt I)ct\veen t l ~ r  Rornisl~ Church and 
the Chrrrch. I~npossible!! -1greelnent be- 
t\ircrn no~ninitl Christianity awl Critholicism. 
I neviti~ble!! 

Let Romc. anel all t1issc~ntel.s r e t ~ ~ r n  to the 
13iI)le. 

REV. C. HANK0 

This article deals \\it11 Chrihtiiin I.ibor 
~ ~ n i o r ~ s  in distinction from the lal,or ~ ~ n i o ~ ~ s  
org:tnized by thc \vorltl, \vhich are some- 
times referred to as "nc~ttml" unions. Tllc 
q~~est ion we arc concerned with is wl~ether 
it is possible for 11s as I~elievers in tlw n~idst 
of this prescnt evil world to orgiu~izc. suc.11 
a Christian union. \Vc \xFant to know, is it 
principally right? hIoreover, is it prilcticill 
for i ~ n d  I~eneficial to Christians to organize? 

Ol~viously when we s p e d  of Cl~ristian 
labor unio~fi in distinction from the alrmdy 

c~isting unions, \\T- arc thereby implving 
thtit wc hil\;e some serio~ls ohjcctions against 
the non-Christii~n ~~nions.  Thcrc is no need 
I'or increasing the n111111)cr of unions as they 
i~lrcatly exist. 'I'he Christian  nus st have some 
very sound ol)jections i ~ g a i ~ ~ s t  thc existing 
ur~ions or the tl~ought of org;irlizing separate 
11nions \vonld not even enter his mind. 
'I'hercfore it m;ty bc uell first to summarize 
these objections v e v  briefly in order to 
rcfresh our n1e1norii.s. 

First we object to the esisling non-Christ- 
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ian labor unions even in spite of the fact 
thi~t tl~try ure ol'ter~ refcrretl to ;IS "rircitray 
org:~niziitions. \Vc ol>jr.ct that it is impossi- 
ble for anyone to I)e neukil ill any sphere 
of life, ils J e s ~ ~ s  most c:~npl~atic.ally tei~ches 
us, "He thut is not \r-ith me is ngirinst me; 
and he that gi~thcretl~ not \\?tli me scattercrtli." 
Luke 11  :23. Tlre I,calie\~trr is veery conscious 
of this, for he kno\\,s that I)(: is fricnd-sew- 
ant of Cod, called to lo\,e the Lorcl his Cot1 
\vith his wl~olc* 11ci11g a~icl iil~ e\lc-ry i~spcct of 
his life, in l~is  filnlily Iifr, in thc c l ~ ~ ~ r c l i ,  but 
iilso in his positio~~ in tlnc ~ ~ ~ i c l s t  of this 
\crorld. I-lr is ;I Cl~ristiiun rtrery clay of dl(: 
~vcck nncl every llour of the da)'. I-lc hccds 
the iitlmonition of Script~~re, "\\'liethcr tlrere- 
fore, ye eat or elrink, or w1i;ltsocvcr ye do, 
do all to the glory of God." I Cor. 10:31. 
For tlie believer to join tl~c. \vorltllp 1111ion 
is the salrlr 3s pult-ing lii~nsell' untlcr 111' 
same yoke \\.it11 ~~~)l,elic.\rerh. A n d  that 11c 
cannot (lo, for the \Vord of God teaches 
Irim, "l3c yc. not u~lc:ctuillly yoli(:d togc*ther 
wit11 unl,elievers: for \\.hat fcllo\\,sl~ip I~atli 
rigl~teousness with ~ ~ n r i g l i t e o ~ ~ s ~ ~ c s s ?  ant1 
what c c ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~ ~ n i o n  11irth light \\,it11 tl:~rlinc:ss? 
. . . \Vlirrefore come out from ;Ilnong th(.rn, 
i~ncl I)e ye scupar;~te, s;~itlr the Lord." 2 Cor. 
6:14, 17. 

Second, ol)ject also to tlre principles 
;rnd practices of the \vorldly u~~ions.  

1. Tile \\rorltlly r~t~iolls arca I,:~scd on lhc 
principle of the clirss struggle. Tliry Ixocr:ccl 
from the ass~~niptiori tlii~t the rich oppress 
the poor, cat~ital t;lli(.~ i~clv;uitagc~ ol' I:tl)or, 
Lhc e~r~plol-cr oppresses the worki~ig n1;ln. 
Ancl sincc this bc~co~rres i1n i~npossiblc situa- 
tion, the only t h i ~ ~ g  that thc opprc~ssccl \vork- 
ing Inn11 can do is insist upon his rigl~ts i~ncl 
tlenn:tr~d cclual advantages \vith his e~r~ployer. 
Althoiuglr tl~crc is 110  cl11u11t n h o ~ ~ t  it that 
thesc conditions (lo c:sist, tlie Cl~ristia~r is 
not i~~tr,rc-.\ted in clivitling the worlcl into t\\'o 
ol)pohinq c~ulrps of ciupiti~l and Iitl~or, but is 
intercastetl only in n>aintnini~~g In1111 ;~ncl 
j~~sticc:. 7'0 him the two opposing ca~ups in 
tl~is \vorlcl arc ligl~t i~ncl tltuliness, a11t1 as n 
child of light he mc~st and \\ill oppose id1 
tl~nt is of drirkness and defend the 1i:inle of 
Ilis Cod in cSvcry spl~crc of his lil'c.. 

2. The worldly nnions arc i1itercstc:tl in 
the nlatrrial ;idvi~ut;~ges that can I)e gained 
tl~rough litbor or~auixations. 'I'l~cy tlc111i111c1 
ever higher wages, ever shorter \vorl;-week, 
more ;ind more fringe I~cnefits, insurimces, 

and other advantages. on and on witllor~t an 
c~nd in sight. As all esanil~le, we liavc :ill 
heart1 of t l ~ e  ttventy-five l~our work-\veek 
that was dctnantled in the East. Thr  l)clie- 
ver seeks first the kingdom of <:od and Ilis 
righteousness. Ilis intercst is solely in citni- 
i ~ ~ g  his daily hreatl, that he may care for 
the neetls of hi7 family and also do his share 
to sc~pport tlie Iiingdun~ of Gotl. 'lc is in- 
terested in proper \\.orking conclitions and 
fringe. 1x.nel'its only in ns far as this is 
Ilrcehsary to\vnrtl fulfilling his calling. 

3. Thc \vorldly ~i~l ions defy all at~thorib 
I)y t n k i ~ ~ g  the la\\. into their own hancls. . . I hey refuse to \vork, and yet tl~ey \ \ r i l l  
picket the plitnt in order to prcvent otl~crs 
l'ron~ \vorking. 'I'hey take possession of t l ~ e  
plant, so tllirt the o\vller cannot citrry on his 
l>usincus. This is co~~trary to the fifth con- 
~~lantlment, \vhicl~ requires of nle, that "I 
sliow is11 honor, lovc and fidelity to lriy 
father and mother, and all in authority over 
rue, ant1 snbmit lilyself to their gcmd instr~~c- 
tion :~nd corrcctio~l, wid1 duc obrtlierlce; : I I I ~  

also patiently bear with their \r.eaknesses ;und 
i~~f i r~ l~ i t i es ,  sincr it pleiues God to go\tcrli 
us by their Iiiintl." IIc.icl. Cat., Lord's I l ly  
39. That this applies illso to the relationsl~ip 
11c.twc.cn c.mployer and enlployee is cvidcnt 
fron~ Epli. 6:5, 6: T i t ~ ~ s  2:9. 
1. The cvorltlly unions seek to gain tlic.ir 

elids I? tile use of force and coercion, strike 
:11ic1 1)oycott. This is e01Ikary to ~ I I C  C ~ I I I -  

mimd of God, "Dearly beloved, avenge not 
yorlrsc*Ives, but rather give pl;~ce r~rlto wretlr: 
for it is \vritten, \'engcance is mine, i will 
rc8pay, with the Lord." Ron]. 1E19. 

Since 1t.c tlo hi~\-e objcctiom irgainst the 
ehisting unions, ask ot~rselves, is it pri~l- 
cipally proper for thc. hclie\rc*rs to organize 
Cliristian Ii~hor unions? . . 

To that \rrc. can alls\vc:r ,firht of all, t11;tt 
it is not wrong for $1 g r o ~ ~ p  of helie\,crs to 
organize. Organiz~~tion as such is perfectly 
proper alllong 1,clievers. \\'cr llave our or- 
ganizations or societie.~ \vitliin the church, 
in \vliicb the. intlivid~~nl believers esercisc 
tl~cir c;illing in the org;lnis~n of the Body of 
C1iri.t according to the office of believers. 
\\'I. also Iiave our various scliool societies. 
\\'lien 1,elievers h;~ve conlnlon prol>lenis slid 
common aims, they call \\rcll unite to tliscuss 
; i ~ d  strive tozcther for them. This is sorrlc- 
times even very necess~uy. 

The proble~n becomes so~ne\vhat Inore 
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involvrd \vhm \ve spei~k of organizing 11 

labor union, but the fact remains that it is 
perfectly legitirni~te for bclievcw to ~ ~ n i l c  
their efforts in the conmoll prohlenls irnd 
aims that confront them in the field of lalmr. 
It is not out of himnony with the \Vortl of 
God for a Christian to seek iniprove~nent 
in \vorking conditions or higher \\?ages 
\\.hen this is necessary. If'llcn the mallaeca- 
ment clenlancls slave labor urlder sql~:~litl ant1 
11nhe;ilthf111 conditions, or pays only a tnini- 
mrlm wage while he ~nakcs a fair profit, 
then the Christian has the right to ol>jecl, 
and to clo so in cwnj~~nction \vitll his fellow- 
Christians. 

\I1r arc not Anal>aptists. . in .Anahi~ptist 
I~clieves in loci11 and ~~hysic;rl scpitrntion 
from the world and all its activities. Hc 
s& an isolntecl slmt for himself iu~tl his 
fcllo\\ss i l l  ortler that he may live an isolit~ecl 
life in separittion from the \r-orld. Often hc 
titkes the \vorld along \vith 11inl into his isn- 
lirtion, for the simple rcason that 11e lost~s 
sight of the fact tllat the iso1;rtiorl of thc* 
hc.liever is spiritc~d. It is our cillling to live 
our lives in the \vorld, yet ilntithetically op- 
pose11 to the evils of the \vorlcl. U'c arc 
frienci-servants of God, enenlies of the prince 
of darkness. Ifre are chiltlren of light, so 
that our very life is a protest sgirinsl the 
\r,orks of ditrknc4s. If that citn I)e tnain- 
tained by a Christian labor utrion. sttch n 

ltnion is indeed I~ossil>lt~. 
But then it ~nrist also be utltlcrstootl thirt 

sltch an org;~nizntion mrlst be based upon 
Christian principles. The purl~ose must I>e 
to 11c.lp the believer fu l f i  his callitlg in t l ~ r  
midst of this preser~t \vorld. Lct it bc 1111- 

clerstoocl that the goal 111ust not bc to miikc 
tl& a I>ettrr \vorld. It is a vi~in tlrcct~~l t11~1t 
"the kingdoms of the \vorld" will ht~cotnc 
"the kingdonu; of our Lord i1nc1 of Ilis Christ" 
by way of sociirl reform, I,ettcr rmp11)yc.t- 
cmployce rrlationsltips, itnprovccl \vorking 
conditions, and the like. The political, eco- 
nomic and social struch~rc of this 11resc11t 
\vorld is under the clorniniolt of thr 1)rillcr 
of clarktless. The imaginations of man's 
heart arc only evil contiurtously. Covetous- 
ness lies ;it the rtmt of ill1 prcseltt evils. 
Therefore the only thing that can cltange a 
sinner is the renewal of his henrt Ily regen- 
eration and corlversion. OnIy h e  uciv Innn 
in Christ is able to walk in "good narks," 
for only the nc\v man in Cllrist can per- 

form those works that proceed from faith, 
arcL done iiccortling to the law of God and 
to llis glory. A11 else is ant1 retnains sin. 
In the midst of an evil svorld th;~t is W n g  
the meilsurr of iniquity ir l  preparation for 
the final j~rdgment, the 1)elicver considers 
it his calling "to (lo jttstly, to love mercy. 
zind to \vnk hutnbly \\.it11 (his) God" 
\.licit11 6:s. FIc cloes that as nn individual 
;IS \\;ell as when he orjianizes with his 
fello\\f-Cl~ristiar~s. 

\\'hiit then must be tlle principles that 
govcm such a labor organization? 

1. S~tch ii Christian labor union must, by 
virt~te of its v e n  esistence, Ile a constant 
protrst :tgainst all \vorldly organizations. It  
 nua at titke a positive position ovec~gainst 
~111 the evils of the \vorldlg u ~ ~ i o n ,  arid even 
\wire its prote\t ac:linst thmit. 

2. S I I C ~  a Christian Iitl~or ~lnion can 
accept irs mcn~bers of their organization only 
those \rho maintain the infallibility of the 
Scriptl~res i~nd  it\ sole iu~thority for faith 
antl life, \rho desire to apply the principle 
of Christi~n ste\\.;rrdsl~ip to every p l~ i se  of 
their livcs, ilntl \vlio seek the kingdom of Cod 
i~ntl its righteousness even in t l ~ c  ;&airs of 
1al)or and i~ltlustry. 11 Cor. 3~16, 17; 
t l i ~ t ~ h .  6~33.  

3. T l ~ e  purpose of this union lnust be to 
seek the material interests of its mernbcars 
only in as far as thct hc:lievcr is called to 
rartl his tlaily breatl in the ~nitlst of this 
prc.ser~t evil \vorld. llatth. 6: 11, 13p11. 4:". 

4. This organiz~tiorr ]nust rc.cognize at 
all t i rnrs  tltat the emp1oyc.e is bo~lntl to the 
fifth com~nandment, tvl~ich rcquircs of him 
that he slio\\. all honor, love antl fidelity to 
all that arc in authority over him, subll~itting 
hitl~self in due obculiencc. H c  miry not hold 
any unjust clairn to his job after he has left 
it, nor nlay he assutne alltllority over the 
plilnt of his crnploycr hy prt.ve~~ti~tg others 
from entering it to take his place. He 
must respect the :tutl~ority of his employer. 
I I'etcr 2 18, 19. 
5. Finally, this organization 111r1st bc reacly at 
all ti~nes to witncs agilinst the injustices 
esperic?nced by its membrrs, yet \vithout 
rcsorti~~g to violence or tho usc of force. 
This ir~lplies that the Christiiul has no choice 
b l ~ t  to make I& appeal to his e~nployer, 
either individually or as .I group, to present 
his legitinlate cl;~im, or, if Ilc fails to g d u  
his end to quit his job and hold no filrtller 
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claim to it. Hv 1101 resort to strikes, 
boycott, or otl~cor clses of forco to obtain 
hih goal. I Ie may ncvrr takc tht: 1;1\\, i r ~  his 
o\\n h;~ntIs, for his triist i \  in his Cocl. 
J L I I I I ~ S  5:1-6. 

That leave?; 11s \vith t l ~ e  cl~~estion, \vould 
sue11 ;I Ial~or c)rg:~nix:~tio~ be I~mctical. \)me- 
firinl for tl~c. hc.lie\.c:r? 

It \voultl certainly not he ;11,1c~ to boast 
of 21 Inrgr ~~~rnll)c!rsl~il). Nor c.o~~ltl it csxpt2ct 
a \\ride spri.;ld :~pl>reci;~tion, C\V*II : I I I I O I I ~  

those \\,llo itre consitlrrc~tl rne~nhe*r> of t l ~ c  
cl111rcli. Nor c011lt1 i t  e.\(rrt t l ~ c  prc.s*;llre of 
the: I;~rgcr orgarlizitions Ilpon the 1.1np1oyer. 
It is cwrn cluc..;tio~~;~blr \vl~(<th(.r in most 
case?; it could collc:ctivc.ly I)i\rg;~i~l i~lnng 
with the I;~rgcr ~~nions. 

13~1t thiit tlors 110t lllritll tlli~l it C O L I ~ C [  serve 
ncl positive purpose. I f  srrcli an orgiuliz;~- 
tion \voultl \vit~~c.ss of i t \  s n ~ ~ n t l  Scriplurnl 
pri~lcil>lrs in the! rei~lm of labor ;~nti i ~ ~ d u s -  
t n ,  it n~iyht not he popular, cottltl not cven 
esl>cct to 11c acrcptcctl. 1,111 ec~l~lcl ~levr:rthe- 
less \r-itness of tr~~tln i~nd justice in the- midst 
of this \vorltl. It 111iglr1 also bts ;I hig support 
to its 111rnnlwrs. It is .co~~cc.iv;~blt: tlri~t t l ~ c  
t i ~ r ~ e  111;ty come \ \ . I I ~ I I  th(+ helievcrs will h r  
forcc*cI to hk~ntl tog~.thrr to l,rc~sc:nt their 
conilnon c;u~se to the govcSrn~~~c.nt or to 
rn:~~~;~cclne~lt  ant1 I>~~si~irss. 111 the! last day5 
\\,hew ;~ntichriat assllmcs po\\?cr in t11is 
\vnrlcl, this may Inr tllc very last \vitness that 
thc I~elievcrs call gi\.c.. 'I'lley may Ii*csI t11c 
nee11 of taking ;I united stantl to present ;I 
1111itc-d front ag:~inst the gro\viug \\icked- 
nebs ro1111c1 nI)o~11 tln~111, ~ i v i r ~ g  ~ C C O I I I I ~  of 
the I~opc. thet is \r.itl~i~l tl~cm. 

l'herts r e ~ ~ ~ a i n s  yet one cluesl ior~ that 11n11st 
be :u>s\\.ered, even thor~gh very brirfly. 
T l ~ i ~ t  is, wh:~t rr~ust \v(: think of t l ~ e  Chris- 
tian Labor Association in the ligl~t of a11 
th:~t has hern said? Li'llat  nus st be our 
criticism of it? 

First, the ~nrn~bership is fair ttm c-aten- 
sivc. Quoting from o ~ ~ c  of its leaflets, "The 
C.L.A. accepts ;IS nlc~nhcrs all \\*l~o plc:tlge 
to uphold the C1visti;ln principles, regard- 
less of tlleir church nlfili;~tion." S11rc.l~ only 
those \vl~o nnainti~in the inf:*llil)ility of the 
Scriptures, how I~efore its st~le ;u~tInorit>-, 
and itcccpt its so~nnd teachings, r;ln t111iLe 
together on ;I common I~;~sis of Scripture 
,and t l ~ c  Confessions. T11;1t woulcl h i t  it 
quite well to those of Rejorilicd persuasion. 

Scu~nd,  the goitl and p ~ ~ r p o \ e  is far too 
I~roatl. (Jr~otincr ;~gain from one of tlreir 
Icallc*ts: "Tht* tenin 'I;~l)or' 11.1s uLso i~notller, 
cnorc. popular connotation. I t  refers to the 
I I I ; I \ S ~ S  of \\u>rk(hrs \\,ho itre strivi~ig for 
illstice in 1;tl)or rc*lationships ; ~ n d  \\,orking 
contlitions. T l ~ e  C.L.A. ilses the term ;11so 
in thitt st-nse. It procec.cls fronr tile llri~>c.iple 
that all injustice, :tll sinful relationships ;ultl 
bad \\?orking c o ~ ~ d i t i ~ l ~ s  are a viol:~tic~n of 
Christia~~ principlcs 3.r taught i l l  tht: Scrip- 
tt~r<*.\ a11c1 therefory ;III a I )on~i~~i t t io~~ in tht* 
sight of God. I l ~ c t  C11risti;tn I I I I I S ~  op]>ost:. 
11111st figlnt thcbll~! Hr I I I I I S ~  uphold the tlip- 
!lily ;~ntl rights of mill1 crcatc.d itftc~r the 
image. of Gel!  Hr I I I I I \ ~  tlcmantl justice for 
the ~ ~ ) ~ r c ~ s s e d !  Iic. n i ~ ~ s t  fi~lfill the t lem;~~~ds 
o f  the* In\\, of Cocl in rcyarcl to love [or his 
fc.llo\vnnen! F1c.n~~. a (3hristi;tn Libor ihso- 
ci;~tion. 'To oppose ; i l l  i~~iustices auel to 
rstal:lish cor~clitiotns that han~~onizc \\.it11 
tht: clem;unds of (:otl. '!'h;~t's the C.L.A." 
lines this org;lniz;~tion actrli~lly tneiill t l~ i~ t?  
110 they l~opc tn oplxlse .ILIA injustices, 
t l ~ ; ~ t  is, all tht: op1)osilion of Satan his 
Iiost ;~fiairnst the Clll~rch of Cod, and 0vc.r- 
co~inc. it? Llo t11c.y ;ictr~;~lly intcntl Lo 

"c~nl~ l i \h  cvnclition.; that lnan~~onizr with 
the tlemn~~tls of C o d ?  That is, tlo they 
tllilrk t1n;ct t111.y c;111 ao impro\rC thih \vo~.Icl 
1,y socii~l refor111 that the \\ickcd \\.ill lovr 
tlnp I.ord, thr only t1.11e C;od, wit11 hcwrt 
;ind mind and sot~l a~ltl strrngth? LViU the 
\\.orlcl Inr \\.on for Chri\t by way of rcforn~, 
or is Christ's kingtlom spiritu;tl ant1 he:~v- 
r~lly. so t l~at  it is rc~;tlizc.tl through iudg~ner~t? 

Thirtl, tne respcSct for iic~tllority is not 
carried tl~rough c-onsistently to the c.11~1. It  
is trl~c., th;~t tilt? C.L.A. opposes the use of 
strikes esctrpt in n last extrrn~c. BIII evcw 
that I:~st rsutren~e is cc)ntlc.mn~rl 11). Scripture. 
1 qaote once inore: "Prc~motior~ of t l ~ c  wc.1- 
filre of a11 also n~les  out the use of the 
strike weapon to force the. granting of IIII- 
\ r . ;~rr ;~~~ted den~i~nds, or \\-hen its me  tl1rr:tt- 
ens the \\*elfare of a cunmt~nity or of the 
r~ittion. T l ~ c  C.L.A. III-lieves that thc strikc 
\veapon nn;c\- lx. usctl only \\hen there is no 
other metl~od 1)y \vllich to cffcct a illst scLt- 
tlcme~~t. Strikes and lockouts are \vc ;~po~~s  
of ind~~\tri;tl \\-ar lrft over from ;un era \\-hen 
tht.re wcrr IIO ot11c.r rnc.,lns to settle dispul(*s 
nvsil;~l,le. Co~l~petetit and i~npartial ~nedin- 
tiou ;~gencics ;und :~rl,itriiton ,uc no\v avnil- 
al~le. The C.L..4. believes fully in final nr- 
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bitration of all differences." (These qrlotn- rlifferenccs" it tllereby should :ilso rule out 
tions :ire taken fro111 "Al>out the Cluistia:~ "t1,:lt the strike \\-capon rnay I>e used only 
Li~bor Association" itrid "\\hit Yo11 Should when there is no other nlethotl by which to 
Know -bout  The C.L.A.") But docsn't effect ;I just settlemc.nt." An unjust means 
t l i i  li~st quotation contn~dict itself? If t11e is not justified untlrr nny- circunlstan~r. 
C.L.A. believes in " h ; ~ l  arbitration of all especi;Jly not in defence of a ji~st cause. 

THAT CONTEST AGAIN 
Entrics for the st=cwnd Bcacor~ Lights Lit- 

mu). Cantest are less than ahuntlanl, a t  
present. For this reilson, the Coml~littcc. has 
n~oved t l ~ e  deadlinr back fro111 Februi~ry 1 
to \Inre11 13. This clatc: will citl11:r Iic!raltl 
the publication of contest rcs~~lts  nr stand 
;is the gloomy memori;il of the de:ttl~ ol 
Inore than Julit~s C:ic*sar. 

Last yrar's trial venture proved that tlrerc! 
is mr~ch Intent talent ;Inlong us. \Ve urge 
all \vho have secretly desired to express 
thernsrl\~es in \vriting to give* tlic* nlusc an  
opportunity. Isolate yourself, think, pick 
up a pen ii~ld . . . scncl your contril)~~tion of 
creativity to Sancy Heemstril. 

Co~nplete rules appeiir below. 
D. J. E. 

LITERARY COYTEST RUI,ES 
Iluc Date - Slitrch 15, 1963 
1. Any Beacor~ Lights reader ~vllo is either 

;I haptizctl or confessing ~neml~er  of ti)(! 
Protestant Ilefonned Churches may enter. 

2.  Entrim may be subn~ittecl in thr tlircc 
follo\vir~g categories: poetry, prose, fic- 
tion stid prose non-fiction, \\rhich includc 
essays, stories. dra111;l. There is no limit 
to the niunbcr of entries which mrly be 
s~~bmit ted by any one pcrson. 

3. Tllc.re \viU I>e ;I special category for 
grdde school children :~lonc, kindergarten 
through the ninth gracle. Entrants  nay 
subn~it prose or poetry, and again there 
is no li~nit to the nurnhrr of entries 
\vhich may be subn~itted Ily any one 
person. 

4. Entries n~ust be in the follo\ving form: 
a11 entries n ~ r ~ s t  be typcwrilten; the title. 
but 1101 the name of the cLntrant. should 
appear on the entry. On a separate 
sheet shoultl appear the nanie of the 
entrant, the h-pe of entry, and the title 
of entry. 

5. All entries \\-ill he juclgc~il on the hasis 
of artistic q~lality ant1 t n ~ l l ~  content. 

6. A prize of $10 \\.ill be a\\.ardcci for the 
first pli~ce entry in t.acli r j f  the three 
categories. A prize of $5 will 1)c a\varded 
for t11e first place entry in the grade 
school category. 

7. S o  entries \rill be returned. Bellcon 
Lights reserves thc right to publish any 
or all entries. 

8. All entries must bc  nailed to Sancy 
Flcemstm, 640.5 Cascade Road, S. E., 
C;r;uld Rapids 6, hlichig;un, 1))- \larch 
15, 1963. 

9. No previously published articles will be 
eligible. 

onw .enlore I ~ h i n d  us, and in its wake are 
mnny plrasi~nt reflections. 

Bt~c~con Lights helped celcl,rate Christ- 
lnas by sponsoring a Singspiration in First 
Churell on December 93. Besides the carols 

FROM, FOR AND ABOUT and I'saltcr sclections, whicl~ \\.ere ably di- 

O U R  C H U R C H E S  ~ectcd by Slr. Charles \Vcstrit, the program 
included two vocal solos I,y Slr. h o l d  

LOIS E. KREGEL Ilykstra, and a trumpet solo t)y hlr. Donald 
Christmas Memories Knoper. 

I'lle season \vI~ich \ve sewn lo anlicipalc T11c Ri~dio Choir of the Reformed Wit- 
for so long and with so much prcaparation is ness IIour sought to spread a little of the joy 
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of the Christmas season by singing carols 
t h r o ~ ~ g l ~  the liillls oI thr 1lolli111~l Home, and 
in so doing \\.err themselves filled wit11 a 
Litllc more r;f that snmc joy. 

Those in the Oakla\vn-South Holl;~ncl area 
Ilad t l ~ c  privilege of ~)~c.rting for ;I Sing- 
spiration in O:lkla\\.n Church on Ilece~nber 
16; it \vi~.i ~ I : I I I I I C ~  1))' {lie Ladies' Attsiliilry 
of the school. 

0 0 0 0 0  

Called Home 
Smlrs. J .  \'a11 \l.inshry~n (First) on \Vcd- 

nesday, Dec. 18, at the age of 69 years. 

e o o e o  

Membership Transfers 
Xlr. Richard \';ul Daren and one child 

trirnsferrrcl to South Holl;uitl Irom IIuclson- 
ville. 

IIope welco~necl the follo\vi~~g I~retliren 
and sisters as ~nen~l~ers :  from Grand Haven, 
Sfr. ;~ntl Slrs. Louis Elzinga : ~ n d  fitre bi~p- 
tizcd children; from Lovclancl. Slr. Ilale 11. 
Kl~iper; from Crcnston, hlr. il11t1 hlrs. J. 
King, Roger King. \larilyn King, Sliss Xsi- 
t11:~ L ~ ~ l ~ l ~ e r s ,  nncl XIr. ant1 h#lrs. Lam~ncrt 
Lubbers ;md one Ix~ptizctl cliiltl. 

Newcomers 
A son, bonl to Slr. ilncl Xlrs. 11. Boer 

( Il~~dsonville ) 
A daughter, bor~l  to Slr. ant1 Slrs. Jay 

Holstegc ( Hutlsonville) 
h son, born to Slr. and Nrs. Foster Wier- 

senla ( IIudso~rville ) 
r\ daughter, born to Slr. and Xfrs. Ed 

~licclemi~ ( Hitdsonville ) 
..\ daughter, born to Slr. aritl Srlrs. 1V1n. 

Oonikes (First ) 
.-\ daughter, horn to Slr. arid llrs. Jake 

Kuiper. Jr. (Hope) 
:\ daughter, I ~ o m  to Slr. ant1 l'lrs. SIerle 

Vecnstra ( IIope ) 
A son, born to Mr. and h,lrs. Slarvin 

Ka111ps ( FIopc ) 
A son, born to hlr. antl Mrs. L. Rcgnerus 

( Oirkla\vn) 
h tlaughter, 11orn to hlr. ant1 hlrs. Slerle 

llicdema, Jr. ( Hutlso~~ville ) . 

Radio News 
Radio Station \17JllL, in Holland. hliclii- 

Can is the latest addition to the list of out- 
lets employed in the broadcasting of the 
ndio minis- of The Protestant Reformed 
Ch~~rehes in hncrica. Thc Raclio Commit- 
tee of the Rcfonned \flitness Hour an- 
nounces tliat Ix.ginning in Fcbruar)!, our 
program, the Lord \viiling, can be liearcl 
over \\-JBL. Tl~is  stiltion, trans~nitting at 
1260 kilocycles (.%\I ) and 94.5 ~negacyclrs 
(FSI),  covers the custern shorct of Lakc, 
Slichiga~~ from Sorth llt~skegon to South 
Havon. antl rei~ches inlarld a sl~ort distance 
I ~ e y o ~ ~ d  Grand Ilapids; it \vill air our hroad- 
cssts cacli Suncli~y at 3:00 P. 11.  'nit COIII- 

~nittee \vclcnmes coni~nents from tlie young 
people of ollr churches in \Vesten1 hlicl~igan 
concerning this new addition to our radio 
statio~ls. Can yo11 "read" us "lo11d and 
clear?" The mailing address of the Re- 
f o r ~ i i ~ d  \\'itness Hour is Box 1230, Grand 
Hapitls 1, hlich. 

At a Glance 
IIome 011 leave over t l ~ c  holidays \va\ 

Han-cy Holstegc, of our Hndsonville church. 
Our people in Edgerton were cncourt~ged 

by deci\ion of the Suprenie Court of Slin- 
r~esotn recently, in their struggle to regain 
their church p r o p e e .  The court ordered a 
neu- trial to drtermi~le the issue of Inem- 
henhip. 

The latest p;umphlet in tlic series preparrd 
by the Oakli~wn-South I i o h n d  Church E ~ t e n -  
sion Comniittee is entitled, "Seveuty 'l'imes 
Seven," and is based on the 6fth petition 
of the Lortl's Prayer. 

Doon has estended a call to Rev. H. 
Hanko, of IIopc; Rev. G. Vanden Berg has 
declined the call From South~vest in Grand 
Rapids. 

A ne\v name has appciued on several of 
our cllnrcli bulletins as prcachi~ig sup~-,ly: 
that of Robert Decker, a first year s t ~ ~ d e n t  
in our seminary. 

-4 thought to ponder, as we stand at the 
I~eginning of a new ycar (borrowed fro111 
I Iope's bulletin) : "r\ dnily conversation in  
Ileaven is the s ~ ~ r e s t  foren~n~ier of a con- 
stant ilbode there. The Spirit of God, I)y 
enabling us hereunto, first bri~lgs heaven 
into the s o ~ ~ l ,  and then contlucts the soul to 
heaven." 
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Col~le to Hear 
7h %@e @Cat Sacie* 

February 17, 1963 

S.E. h o t .  Ref7d Church 

9:OO P.M. 

Sponsored by: 

Southeast's Young People's Society 
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