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WHAT'S WRONG WITH BILLY? 

Hecc~~tly the undersignctl was givcrl a 
pamplllct 11y a friend entitled "Billy Gmllam, 
-4 Critique." The pamphlet ( tl~irty-eight 
pages iin lellgth) was \witten I>y the Rev. 
Robert 1)1111zweiler, who is professor of 
System;ttic Theology at  Faith Tl~cological 
Seminilry. Ilu~~zweiler is :I f i ~ ~ ~ t l n ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t n l i s t .  
Faith Scnli~li~ry is a conservntivt:-f~~ntl;~~nc.r~- 
talis~ic semir~ilry located in Elkins Pctrk. 
Pcnnsvlva~~i;~. 

It is noteworthy and somcwha~ strimye 
that a man like Dunnveilrr criticizes Hilly 
Graham. Arc not both men fund;~~nentalists 
in their thcc~logiod position? C.r;il~;un has es- 
press(-d p~~l~ l ic ly  his faith i r ~  :111 th(s cnr- 
din;il f~lntli~~ncr~talist doctrines, c . ~ .  vc.rl):tl in- 
spiration, tllc dcity of Christ, l lis I~lood 
atonement, salvation by faith, Nc\v Testa- 
ment soul-winning, and the prernillcnnial 
return of Christ. Surely in view of this 
Graham is a fundamentalist; yet, Rev. 
Dunnveiler \\,rites in the conclutling para- 
graph of his "Critique": "In obetlicncc to 
the LVord of Gotl, we have felt it nec- 
essary to withllolc2 support and cooperation 
from the ministry of Billy Cral~.u~~."  Even 
inore stra~lgc it is that an :ivo\vt~tl funda- 
mentalist ( ;IS Dullzweiler is ) corldcnlns 
Graham whcr~ we consider that so very 
many \r.llo go under tile nalne Reformed 
see no wrong in Billy and pr;~isc- him and 
his evnngeli.w~ to the sky! 

There nrC tllrcc main areas in which 
Graham h;is I,cen criticizetl, wri1t.s Illlnz- 
weiler. 'Ttlcsr l i r :  proceeds to trei~t in the 
main section of his pamphlet and all three 
are found to he vdid criticisms I)y Dunz- 
wvciler. These criticisms are: 1 )  Billy Graham 
is sponsored 1)y liberals, modernists, and un- 
believers; 2 )  The Billy Grallaln Cnlsade 
committees scntl converts (Grn11iu11 prcfers 
the term iriqcrirms) back to the church of 

their choice - whether that churcl~ I>c ['rot- 
&ant, Jcwvish, liberal, conservative, or 
Roman Catholic; 3) Billy Graham never 
wvarns the people of God against 1111hclief 
or apostasy in the church. Becnusc point 
one above i\ tnlc Billy must ~~t.c.tls kcep 
silent in tl~is area. 

These thrte points are treated OIW by 
onc I,y Dunz\\veiler. He points out in re: 
the fact that Billy is supported by modern- 
ists that in his early minis* (the early 
fifties) this \\,;is not tile case. Billy, in a 
lettrr to Dr. John R. Kice datcd Slay 10, 
1952, stated: "Contrary to any rullrtlrs . . . 
\i7e have ncbvcr had a modernist O I I  our 
Esecutive Co~n~r~ittcca . . . I do  lot tllhlk 
you will fintl any man wvho has sat ~ ~ ~ l t l e r  
my ministry in any of these c;ln~pi~ig~ls wllo 
\vo~dd tcrtify that I ever pullcd a punch." 
Rice in a 1951 edition of the nlagazine, 
the S~rord of the Lard, defended Graham 
against these chzrges; but a few years later 
things were different. The same John R. 
Rice in the s;lme magazine, Slcord Of the 
Lord, in thc April 18, 1957 issue, writes: 
". . . we think he (Billy Gralla~rr ) is wrong 
\\,hen he  goes against the plain commands 
of the Bible in yoking up \vith urlhelicvers." 
This was in reference to tile Ye\\? l'ork 
Crusade ( 1957 ) which was sponsorerl by 
tile Sew l'ork Council of Churches, an or- 
ganization clo~nir~ated by liberals ant1 mod- 
ernists. \\'c c;ln a p e e  \\-it11 I~unzwciler on 
this point. 

We also agree that Billy is to l ~ e  criti- 
cizecl for sending convelts (incl~~irrrs) to 
the c l~urc l~  of their choice. Grallzun openly 
admits to Illis policy. It is intcresting to 
note in tliis connection that niost of the 
cards of inquirers of the New York Crusade 
went to motlcmistic churcl~es with Norman 
Vincent l'enle's church, Thc hlarl)lc Col- 
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1egi;rtc. Cl~c~rch, rctceiving the greatest num- 
l,er. Sccontl to the 1l;lrl)le Collegiitte Cliurcl~ 
was Hiversicle C h ~ ~ r c h ,  ;III extremely liberal 
church fountlc:tl hy tlic I;~te Ilr. Ha~ry 
E~nerso~r I:ostlick with Rockt*fellrr nloncy. 

Finally thew can I)r no tlor~bt th;~t  I3illy 
never \r7:rrns against unbelief and apostasy 
in the c h ~ ~ r c h .  For him to do so \v-o~~lcl be 
highly ~~ncthic;~l  becal~se modernists support 
and sponsor his cn~satlcs. licncc. \\l'lliani 
\\';lrd Aycr \vritcs; "Hilly spreads hilliself too 
thin; hc tries not to offend anybody in any 
\vay. 

This is \vhat is wrong with Billy. Dunz- 
\vcilrr is corrrzt, but only in as far AS he 
goes. Ilt .  really misses the point! Ife does 
so I~CC;III.W he liinlself preaches the sanle 
crroneolrs Incxssgc Gritham preaches. Rev. 
D~~nz\veilcr says on page 5 of his pamphlet: 
"First of all. I think that Billy Grahail 
prc~;rches the s i~r~ple Gospel of salvation . . . 
11r tlocs prc.acli t l ~ r  simple Gospel . . ." 
This is sin~ply not t n ~ e ;  here Dunzweiler 
11~ikes a I)ig mistake! Graham is an o ~ ~ t  

ant1 out Arn1i11i;ln. He tetichcs that Cotl 
loves everyone, that Gotl cloc-s~~'~ ivi~nt any- 
one to go to I~cll, ant1 Ijc (I%illy) I~egs :mcl 
pleads with people to acccupt Jcsc~s ilnd IIC 
savcrl. Christ is prescntccl ;IS i~ rnere beggar 
\v11o \v;~nts to save everyonc, 1)11t cannot 
unlcss they themselves Ixlicvc. 

This is what is f ~ ~ r ~ d a ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t n l l y  wrong with 
Billy Gra1i;uii; let's not be ;lfr;~itl to say so! 
It is not at all strange that Billy can flirt 
with liberals for it can he shown historically 
that Amiinianisni aluays leacls to ~notlern- 
ism. I'ltiniately there is littlc tliffcrencc- 
bt.t\veen the t\vo. Both arc. ;I funtl;~nicntal 
denial of the Christ of tllc Scriptc~res. \Ve 
can be encouraged that l)~~n~wc.iler con- 
demm Graha~n, b ~ ~ t  wc \vish IIV u ~ ~ ~ ~ l t l  
do so on doctrinal gror~nds. These are 
after all the bwis. Graha11l.s wrong ~ncthods 
and practices btc111 fro111 his wrong doctrimll 
basis. \\?hat is wmng wit11 Billy is that he 
s ~ ~ l ~ s t i t l ~ t e s  for the tn~tli  of Cod's \Vord 
;I \\rickcd cilricah~re. 

R.D.D. 

"Israel and the Nations" 
F. F. BHC(-E, pl~blished by \Vm. B. Eerd- 
rn.lns I'ul,l~\hing Co., Grand Raprds, \rich.. 
83.95. Ret~c.\\t.d by Prof. 11. C. Hoeksen1.1. 

There srr  very fc\v I~ooks publishecl tcxlay 
\vhich furnisl~ s thorough and satisfacton 
accnunt of Old Testament history. Thr  b o ~ k  
t~ncIi.r revie\\- is not an exception. The in- 
fonn;ltion on the j;lckct says, among otlrcr 
t l ~ i n g ~ :  "Tllis I I ~ I I S I I ; ~ ~  history book comhincs 
:I scl~ol;~r's resr;~rch ;inel a Cluistian's inter- 
pret;~tior~ wit11 ~mpular history's readnbilit)-. 
It is a tlefinitive source book on the I~istor). 
of uncirnt Israel from the Esodus to the 
f ; ~ l l  of Jerusnle~n in A. D. 70." 

Th;~t  tllc Imok fur~~ishes the fn~i ts  of 
a gootl tlci~l of scholarly research 1 will 

re;~dily grant. Especially tllc I~istory from 
the Captivity to thc fall of Jenls ; l lc~~~ in A.1). 
70 receives a goocl deal of altention in 
tlre book: and there is no s~nall ;~rnount o f  
valuable historical inforn~;~tion fr~rni~hrcl. Thc 
treatment of the Pre-exilic I ~ e r i t ~ I  is r.tthrr 
scanty-. but the ituthor adn~its this and ex- 
plaini it in his prefi~cr. Perl~;~ps the chief 
merit of the Ixjok lie.; in tllr i ~ ~ f o r ~ ~ l ; ~ t i o n  it 
furnishes. 

1Iorrnvrr, tlrut the book is cl~;~ractcrizcd 
l,y "popular I~istory's read;~bility" is also tnle. 
Dr. Unlcc- \\,rites in a very rci~clnl~lc and 
lr~cid style, one that retains the. rc;~der's in- 
terest. 

It is on the score of thc cl;~ilri to ";I 

Christian's intcrprct;ttior~,'' I~owcvcr, that 1 
mllst br scvercly criticitl. 111 I'ilct, I l~clievc 

'I'ICO BEACON LIGHTS 





Jerusalem, wlio wollltl prcfcr lo ruled 
over by n native of their city (;is S o l o ~ n o ~ ~  
was) rather tluin by ;I son born to Dnvicl 
Ijefore he Inx-nrne king of J e n ~ s n l e ~ ~ ~ . "  11. 3-1. 

Jeroboarr~ is csplained as follows: "Hut 
the prophetic party, which \\.as opposed to 
the innovating trend.. of Solonlon's policy, 
marked out this Jerohoa~ii as oncb to \ \ ~ I I ~ I I I  
tllc national 1oy;ilty collld he clivc~rtt.(l; nntl 
tlie suggestioli was .sown in Jcrol~oam's 
mind by the ;lctrtl prophecy of one of their 
nll~iihrr, .lhijah of Shiloh." p. 39. 

The stroke of the angel of de;~th upon 
Assp-ia in Hezekii~h's time "appei~rs to liavc- 
been an attack of bubonic pliig~l(~.'' p. 72. 

And so there ;ire illany srlcll c.spressior~s 
hi this book which do not ring tn~c .  Israel 
;is God's pealliar people, the product of 
1lib grace, the \\fonder, faith, the promise - 
all these play no part in tlri\ Iii\tory. 

Perhaps the rc~lt of the trot~l)l(. i r ~  this 
hook lies, or1 the one hand, in thc ;ilte~upt 
to write \vliat is callcd a "lmlitici~l ~ ~ a r r a -  
tive" of Israel's Iiistory. The nt tc~~ipt  to d3 
this is in this revie\ver's opinion i~npos~ible. 
Israel was the theocracy, the Old Testa- 
ment kingdom of C d .  To avoid this fact, 

i111cl trc:;it Israel as a nillion among the nn- 
tions is csactly to clivcst Israel and its 
history of its funda~ncntiil and peculiar char- 
acter. On the other hand, whatever eke 
Dr. Hn~ce may believc ;~Imut the Scriptures, 
tlio \s7;ly they are char;icterized in his "In- 
trocl~lction," p. 11, is less than satisfying: 
"I'i>I, u,hile these hooks (of the Old Testa- 
I ~ I ? I I ~ )  11:ive come dourn to us :IS IIoly Scrip- 
ture, they are liistorical source-docunients of 
first-r;itt. tvorth. The chapters which follow 
arc not concerned with then1 as canonical 
\vritings, but as material for constmcting :I 

politic;ll narrative." This, to niy mind, is 
csse~ltii~lly ;I denial of the uriiclue character 
of Scriphlre as the infillliblc \Vord of God. 
Tlris use of Scriph~re goes a long way to- 
wi~rtl explaining the presentation of this 
\~ollllllc. 

11s trouble is that when I discover things 
likc this in a history book, I lose my con- 
fitle~~c.~? in the author's presentation of his- 
torici~l dutii also, ant1 become inclined to 
rlc~cstion aln~ost all that Ile \\,rites. 

Conclusion? Read the book for what it is 
\\.ortl~; but read with extreme discretion 
and ;I good, healthy skepticism. 

mo. B0rt To ' J ' O ~ , I ~  
- the development of the reformed faith 

(4) 
REV. H. HANK0 

THE GREAT SYNOD 

\Vho were tllosc \vho stood il l  the line 
of Calvin? Cor~ltl the M i a n s  prove their 
claim that thry \vc.rca the ones? W;IS it true 
thot they were iritt.nt o d y  on clevcloping 
the Ileformcd f;iitli, as they cliii~neil? Or 
WL\ it rather true, as the leaders of the 
Refonlied Churc11c.s in the Setherl;incls ~ n d -  
tnined, that tlrrir views were dcstr~lctivc of 
Calvinkm? r\ntl, that they Iiiid i~ttempted, 
Iw it in a devious and crafty wily, to tlcstro!. 

thr tn1t11 of God's \\'ord? 
\\'c will let the t\mminiaris speak for t h c ~ ~ l -  

S I ~ ~ V I ~ S .  

Yo11 rccall that in 1610 the .Arnlininns 
(whir \\(ere at this ti111e known ns Relnon- 
stra~its) had rnct in tllc city of Gouda to 
fonn~~ln te  their vie\vs. The product of tlii\ 
meeting \\'as a docutnent know11 as the five 
points of the Relnollstr;tnts. In these five 
artic.l~as, tliey co~n~ncntcd on the tn~tlls of 
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soverrign predrstin;~tion, the total depravity 
of man, the ;ttorrc.nlrnt of Christ, the work 

It is :i good question \\shcthrr there arc 
\,en many today \\.l~o \voultl I>e able to 

of salviition in the hearts of thcs elect, ;utc\ 
the pcrserenncr of the saints. 

Y ~ I I  \\.ill not tlibpnte the fact that thcse 
five tloctrincs of l l ~ c  Refor~r~c:tl faith ore 
all the cardin;~l cloctri~irs. 'I'lre kmini;~ri\  
\\.crcS not speaking of rather ~ninor points 
(if orir can properly speak of minor points 
of the \C1ord of God) of t l~i* truth. T l ~ r y  
\\.ere tli\cussing thr toweri~~g doctrh~es of 
Scriplnrr, the fonnclation\ of tlie Cl~risti;ui 
faith. They \\*ere. not intrrr\tcd in devcl- 
oping points on \\~liich the Cl~urch had not 
spohtr~i heforc tl~is time. 'I'I1c.y werr for- 
n~ul:~ting opinions on questions on which the 
Church had for many centuries rnaintained 
specific positions. They wcrc. calling nt- 
tcntion to questions on whicl~ Calvin I~ncl 
writtc~r~ estensivcbly. 

Citlvin had ticuplit (in keeping with the 
vic\rs of St. Augnstine) that Cot1 sovereignly 
detc.r~~~ined in 1 lis c:ternal c o ~ ~ ~ ~ s c l  by tlic 
c1ecrc.c of pretlrs(ination the ~llti~nate des- 
tination of all men, angels ancl clctvih. Calvin 
had taught that this precleatinatioxi (both 
clcctio~~ iuid rcpmI);itiou) w ~ s  altoxetller the 
sovcrc.ign dete~niir~iitiori of C:otl, and th;~t 
it \\';IS not based on any other consideriition, 
e.g., the works of men. IIc clid not elect 
those who ITc hncw would tlo good works. 
Nor clitl Gocl rcprol)ntc those \vllo He knew 
\voultl sin. IIe so\~c.reigidy clio\c His o\vn. 
He soverr.ignly rejected the rest. 

\\'hat did tlie hmlinians sity abo11t this 
crucial question? 

Tllc first articlc: o l  their For~~~r~l: t t ion mntle 
in Gorlda reads: 

That God, by an eternal. unchaoge- 
able purpose in Jesus Christ His Sort, 
before the foi~nclation of t l ~ c  worlcl, hath 
drtCr~nined, 0111 of a f i ~ l l c ~ ~ ,  sinful race 
of rnrn, to SitVc in Christ, for Christ's 
sike 'and through Christ. those who, 
through the grace of t l ~ c  IIoly Ghost, 
shiill believe on this his Son Jesus, i~nd  
sh:ill persevere in this ftiitll i ~ ~ i t l  ol)ccliencc 
of f;iith, thro11~11 this grncc., even to t l ~ c  
cud; and, 011 the other hantl, to leave the 
incorrigible ant1 unbelieving iu sin iuid 
uritler wrath, i~nd  to conclc~nn then1 as 
alienate from Christ accortling to ,!lie 
word of the ~ o s p e l  in lo1111 3:3G: IIe 
t1i:tt believeth on the Son hut11 everlasting 
life: and lie that believet11 not the Son 
slii~ll not scc life; but the \v~ath of 
God abideth on him," and accorcling 
to otltcr passages of Scripture also. 

detect the error in this point. In fact onr 
does not find it at all uncommon to read 
and heitr people of Reformet1 persui~sior~ 
defend these very vi1.w~. This is not only 
due to the fact thi~t the Anilinians were 
v c ~  subtle in stilting their lmsition (ad- 
mittedly this is true), but it is itbo clue to 
the fact that tl~crc. is t ~ m b l e  ignorance in 
tlir C l i~~rch  world today. 

Thr  fact is that the above. article does 
not rn;~intain that God sovereignly deter- 
mines who arc elect and who are reprolmte. 
It teacl~rs the vcry opposite. It te:ichcs 
that Got1 cl~osc those to be His elect who 
would I)clicve on His Son Jesus ,md who 
\s-o~~ltl persevere in this faith and obedience 
of faith to tlir cmtl. Thus n~nn's faith is 
the contlition of his election, i~nd his per- 
severance in faith is the condition for his 
remaining elect. This has betan citlled con- 
dition:~l predestination, and so it is. 

This mily seen1 its a triviiil point to tlc- 
bate; lmt   no st enrpllatici~lly it is not. And 
the Arrninians were fully aware of the im- 
portance of this position If  it \vould bc 
adoptetl (altho11g11 Calvin hat1 taught c111itc: 
the opposite) it w o ~ ~ l d  open tlic Hoot1 gi~tcs 
to tlie vie\\. that Inan of Ili~nself can bc- 
lieve. This, in fi~ct, was precisely what 
happened. He tloes not believc heca~rse 
he is elect: he is cltct beo~usct he believes. 
The Anninians may say that he believes 
only by gace;  but this is more of that 
terrible subterfuge with which they tried 
to 11i3kc their views sound good. 

T l ~ c  poult had to Ile answcrctl or the Rc- 
fon~~et l  faith was lost forever. 

It was ans\vercxl beautifully and concise- 
$ in the first chapter of the Canons of 
Dordt. 

Calvin had ta~tglit that the death of Christ 
on 1111: cross was only for the elect. Me 
taught without ally doubt thiit the hlc\sings 
\rhicli Christ meritcd for the elvct \rere for 
them alone. He took away their sins by 
His blood and earn~ul for them illone eternal 
life thro11g11 His obedience. And all this 
\\.as rootcd in a love of God which was 
to\vartls the elect only. The reprobate werq 
in an absolute sense, excluded from all this. 

Did tlie Armininns teach this? 
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Let them speak for thenlselves. 
Their second article reads: 

That, agreeably thereunto, Jesus Christ. 
the Saviour of the world, died for 111 
men and for every man, so that he 
has obtained for them all, by his death 
on the cross, redemption and the forgive- 
ness of sins; yet that no one actually 
enjoys this forgiveness of sins except the 
heliever, according to the word d tho 
Gospel of John 3:16: "God so loved ille 
\vorld that he gave his o d y  begotten Son, 
that \vhosoever believet11 in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." 
.And in the First Epistle of John 22:  
"-4nd he is the propitiation for our sins; 
and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the \\.hole world." 

It seems as if the Arminians become 
bolder here, for they say very clearly thst 
they are firmly convinced that Christ died 
for every single man and that He mrritetl 
His blessings for everyone that ever lived. 

It is true that they add that only the 
believers ever receive this forgiveness, hut 
the inescapable conclusion is that Cliriqt 
died for many that are not savecl. And 
the only reason why they are not saved is 
that they do not, by their own will, agree 
to believe on Christ. 

Really the A r n ~ i a n s ,  having \mitten Ar- 
ticle I had to write Article 11. They arc 
so logically related that the one necessarily 
follows from the other. 

Brit the cross is destroyed. Christ c.~nnol 
save those for whom He died. 

This had to be  answered. 
Do you ever hear the same position de- 

fended by thosc who claim to be  Reformed? 
by those \vho call themselves Calvinibts? by 
those \vho say they maintain the Canons of 
Dortlt? 11's a very common thing in our 
day. 

The Canons answered this in the second 
chaptcr. 

0 0 0 0  

Calvin had taught (and in this respect 
also he sin~ply repeated what hgust inc 1x0- 
fore had maintained) that nian is to- 
tally depraved. He could not do any good 
in the sight of God at all. The fall had 
robbed hirn of every ability to fulfill in 
any respect the law of Gocl. He was solil 
under sin nnd thoroughly corrupt. He was 
(and is) a foul fountain spueing fortli a 
dirty stream of sin. 

And, most important of all, becarlsc c ~ f  

this total depravity, he can do nothing to 
save himself. 

The .hn~inians had sonlething to say 
about this too. 

Only, \*.hat they had to say soon& very 
good. They thought, evidently, that at this 
point they had better hew to the Reformcd 
line lest they arouse undue suspicion. They 
forgot that they already implied (and later 
in the articles do state) that rnan can of 
hi~nself exercise his own Free will. They 
;peak very strongly of total depravity. 

Their third article reads: 
That nun  has not saving faith of him- 

self, nor of the energy of his free will, 
inasmuch as he, in the state of apostasy 
and sin, can of and by himself neither 
think, will, nor do any tlung that is 
truly good (such as saving Faith em- 
inently is); but that it is needful that 
he be horn again of Cod in Christ, 
tluougll his Holy Spirit, and renewed in 
understancling, inclination, or will, and 
all his powers, in order that he may 
rightly understand, think. will, and ef- 
fect what is truly good, according to the 
!lord of Christ, J o b  1155: "M'itllout me 
ye can do nothing. 

They did not mean this, of course; it 
was a camoufiage. 

It is not at all 11nusua1 to hear the same 
things in our days. Oftentinles, our young 
~ e o p l e  are convinced that a n u n  b sin- 
cerely interested in the truth because, al- 
t l lou~h he may bring false doctrine, he 
nr*vc~rtheless at the sanle time speaks the Ian- 
gnage of Refomled believers. Hr  talks both 
ivays. 

\.Vr must he\vare of this. It is intended 
to deceive. 

There is an old Dutch proverb wvhich, 
frrcly translated, says, "The dtlvil never 
comes in wooden shoes, but always in 
slippers." 

CHURCH CENTER IC'ILL SERVE U. N. 
The church n~orld is nlovirlg very rapidly 

to\vard centralization and toward becoming a 
world church. Recently a crowd gathered 
in front of the new 53,000,000 churcll center 
fnr the United Sations as the 12-story 
1)nilrling was dedicated at ceremonies across 
from U. N. headquarters in New l'ori; City. 
Tllc s h ~ c t u r e  was built by the Xlethodist 
Churcl~ and will be administrrrd by die 
lil~ernl anti-Christian Natiollal Council of 
C1111rclics. A.L. 
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Bf ACOll LIGHTS LITfRIRY GOnTf ST 
REST-JLTS 

Judges: REV. J. A. HEYS, REV. D. J. ENGELSMA, MR. R.  PETERSEN 

Prose Non-Fiction 
1. Jly .\lost t'r~forjiettal~lc "C1i:iracter" Rev. Roht. C. Harl).~ch, halanr,lwo Church 
2. llivine Drcrr~c \ 'em\ Divine Permis\~on Ilrs. D. Jonker, Fint Churcll 
3. Cocl In Crr..llion Ela~nr Triezenbcrg, Falam.tzoo Church 
4. A l ~ ~ ~ i g h t y  \I:m Johii K,ll\l,eeh. Jr., llope Church 

Prose Fiction 

I. Grc'it Gain Slrs. H. C. Ihelrscnia, First Churclr 
2. Pritlc Goeth Chas. H. \\'rstra. Southeast Chlirch 
3. Sul)n~issioo hlrs. I). Jonker, First Cliurclr 

Poetry 
1. \Vinter R e \ .  Robt. C. II.~rhacli, Gl~imnzoo Church 
2. 1 :~itli Slrs. H. C. Hoehsema, First Church 
2. Rain Rev. Rol~t. C.  H.irbach, Kal.i~~r.~zoo Church 
3. '1 ~i~n\foniintion hlrs. H. C. IIoehema, First Chr~r t l~  
4. Ilope Winifrcd Foole, Ilope Cl~urcl~ 

Grade School Category 
1. Gocl's Se.~son\ hlary J . I I I ~  Holstege (Jun. High) 
2. 1Iigl1 011 A llill hlarlcnc \variDr~il'ol~ (.igc 12 
3. A 1,igIrt To litllc The D.ly Fitrrn Lubbers (Jun.  Tligli 
4. The. Pine Grove Lei\ Engelsma (Jun. Higll 
8. Eonny Inch\\.orm 

I 
Phillip R. H a r b ~ c l ~  (agr 11 ) 

PROSE NON-FICTION 1 st Place 
REV. R. C. HARBACH 

011r covered wagon suddenly elnvrjicul 
from the rolling green of Virginia into the 
closrly crammecl llills of Kt-l~tr~cky. Alri;rze- 
~ilent +truck m ~ ,  not o d y  w~tli  tlie sight 
of the firht mountains I h;ul ewer secn, I~ut  
with the fact that ninety-eiglit per cent of 
the local terrcr firtira was set on a >i\ty 
c1egrc.c- angle. I low utterly different from 
the c\riting c n r ~ p o ~ ~ s  of lu11ipc.r and Chc'st- 
nut, the towcri~~g Petra of Sou& l'enn 
Square or the a ~ p h i ~ l t  jungle thickly settled 
betwcun the De1;lw:tre ancl Schuylkill! At 

ox-cart pace \ve p r w d e c t  along tire wind- 
ing tri~il tvalled ill by thc ni>riad hills, 
a\roitli~rji ruts a~icl hog \nllo\vs, red threats 
to the "I~ody by Fisher," and escaping tlicln 
altogether where pat11 I~le~rded wit11 stream. 
Jouncing along the creek bed, we felt as out 
of pl;ice as a juggernaut in the narrow pool 
of the Tnj hlahol. C)ccasionally the sllallow 
flood scc.med to Incrge back into whut rcs- 
idelits e11p1rnnistic:cIly referred to as "the 
road." I never could q u t e  make np my 
mind \vhether the tr'd ran into the creek, 
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or the creek ran nlorc often into the trail! 
At last \rre rciicllctl the prenchrr's tiuy 

stilt-sttpportecl cottage on the hillside by a 
bend in the trail, the stony y;~rtl sloping 
dourn to saplingcoverctl, hog-infcstctl bottom 
Latld. Kot as drab ils I hacl espc*ctcrl, no 
had-lantls fascination ns I llatl itrtticipi~trtl, 
Later, :LS I soon Ic;~rned that night, tliere 
was o cl~~aintness, a swltetnc?~~, an itttri~ction 
known only in these c~~al-mined I~ills. 
-At ntorn~rise, hills art11 callaj cotrthit~e sil- 

t:LTy glow; 
Stars f~~ird/!l sparkle crystal jetcc1.s 
Like sl)ottered teitr-drol~s ma Dl11ck ticloct. 
Hilly ~ t ~ w n d l a ~ l s ,  siknt and seretle, 
E n d  [lark, privtine hearrty's frczgruttce. 
From forest pu1l)its ciccrdus leacl 
Noc.trtntol ritites itt chirping ~~rcrisr., 
Exprc.s.virig tienu11 .\rrdirttertt, "Pe(~ce! I~ccrc$" 

Sklnge, hot\. such i~iipressiot~s arc tnatle 
while enjoying a Saturtlay night 1~1th oat 
on the I>ack porch in the moonligl~tl 1x1 
t l ~ c  little bungalow only riggeti-~t~) priv:icy 
\rriis av:iilable. Eitrly pioneers Iti icl  tto gils, 
electricity. nmning \\filter, bathroom or tub. 
But since "civilization" had not yet pcrie- 
trated into this I~ack-co~tntry, thert! was no 
morc. iitlvanced facility present tlran t l ~ c  Iwck 
stoop i~ i l t l  a galvanized larrndry tub. I drew 
water from tlle well, heated it it1 ;I vat 
over an open \\-ood fire in the yard under 
the stars, and coniplc~etl my ablutiora at XI 

hour when mo~lntein travelers wor~ltl rroL I)e. 
t rud~ing  the nearl~y trail. I was fttrther 
encour;lgcd in this Inltl csposrrre Ily the fact 
that neighboring h o t ~ ~ c s  were separi~tecl by 
modtvtly intervening hills. 

At tllc. time 1 did not realize it, I I I I ~  m). 
friend Alcsnnder a t~d  I were clestir~c:tl soou 
to I I I L ~ L ~ ~ .  It was to Iw my hitppy task t11 
\isit lost pli~ces on Lost Creek, far 11;tek inlo 
the hills. to teach the \\'ord of Gocl in the 
scattercrl n~ountain schoolhouses. To 11t:bin 
this project, 1 had to find ;Ussnntlt:r, L'or ltr 
was to tiikc me thro~lgl~ this wilcl tc.rriloty 
ant1 introcluce nle to adventures s ~ t c l ~  its 1 
had never contemplated. He lived 1111 one of 
t l ~ e  Jones' residenrcs, and not too filr from 
Jonesto\cm, ~mpllletion: 10. This \\'its uext 
to C~IIIIIIY Campbell's p1:lce. I rc:nlcml)ei. 
this dt*;lr old soul c l ~ i ~ f l y  for ltcr I l ; t l>i~ i ~ f  

expertori~ting on the floor at thc \Vcclnes- 
day cottage prayer ~nceting. Arriving at 
the Joncs l~ouseholcl, 1 \v:ls grcetccl by yell> 
ing Ilounds which tlitl not faze. ~ I I C *  much 

Eight 

ttnlil I saw hotv tiley muld cliiul> the fences 
itntl trees an tllc premises. Alee was not 
in i ~ t  the moment. Ile was up i t t  the \voods 
"t'other side th' crick." but Slrs. Jones ac- 
co~~~modatu~gly  c;~lled his name in what to 
mr snrtndecl Like the screechy tones of the 
rt81)~.l yell. Rt.lrtct;intly, Alee csiulle out of 
his cornfortal~le hideout and iiutt~tcd dou91 
t11t. I~illside ;ant1 across the foot-bridge to 
the barnyard \\,here I was waiting. He 
grectcd me wit l~ ;I disgusted rye. 1 did not 
sh:~kt! hiinds. Alcs;under was i~ rnult:. 

I t r  Iny opinion, this bony, shitl)eless, slrift- 
Icss, non-descript l~caqt was dul)hc.d "Alex- 
iulclcr" because he laad no more \vorlds to 
concllter. That is, from birth III. lrad been 
I~orn "bent," and cared notbing 111 prove his 
I I I I .~ I~C,  nor even to conqrtcr tlit! little knoll 
";lhint th' Jones pl;tc=." He only Italf-heart- 
edly fought his \v;ly up there I>c~a~lse  it 
was \vooded and afforded e t ~ ~ p l e  refuge 
from the heat. There he wortltl remain rxntil 
11e co~tlcln't s t : ~ ~ ~ t l  the insistc.~~ce of Sliz 
Jol~t!s' s c r  e e c 11 y sum~lons, or until hc 
snlclled the cooking of blackl~crry cobbler 
a dity or hvo later. 

Xlo~inted on :\Iw, I \vl~o hild M l y  
~ ~ ~ o u ~ t t e d  more t1li111 :I soap-hos st!oott:r matk 
will1 ail old roller skate, felt liLe I,a\r~ence 
of Ari~l~ia sitting atop the peak of a &me- 
tli~ry's hack. Ho\\.ever, he hiid ;In advantage 
0vc.r me. His dt5c.t-t 1311s \vonltl kneel so he 
co~~lcl mount. .\line had to he hituled to il 

t;trlml~ from whiclt I coulcl cli111l1 into tltc 
satltlle. Ho\v far it seemed to the grouod! 
Sciitctl there I I~ecl no idea Iio\v or where 
1 \\'as to clisrilo~tt~t. But I hntl n suspicion 
t11i1t Ali-c knew. I le started o f  nltl~er serlatc- 
ly tlo\\.rt the roiitl as long as \rle \\'(*re in sight 
of' Ilis master's I~ot~se. But onci. itround the. 
I)cntl in the road he beciune proud and 
i~ctccl ; ~ s  t11o1igI1 Ile olvned tnc. Uppity 
C*IIIIIIKII, 1 h11mili;itingly felt 1 I~iid to agree. 
111. tlrtenltinrtlly slo\\.ed clo\\,n to ~ I I C ~ I  ;I 

slow gait that I kept \rontlering when his 
l~irlcl feet were going to catch I I ~ ,  with his 
for<* feet. The l110j) pktt11 of t\\w of hL feet 
\\fcrcs separated 11y such a long interval of 
silt.tlce before 1 11c;ird the 1)h,11 /rl(tl> of his 
otl~cr t\vo. The triiil led l~uder sllilcled ledges, 
ovur sunny v:lllry ;ind right tlowt~ the ~nicldle 
of the creek for ~niles. 1 soon learned that 
f~.c.t in stirn~ps ;it~d reigns in hand do not 
~~c.c.c!ssnrily imply a rider in cotitrol. .UL'C' 
wc.11t wherever Ire desired, a ~ ~ t l  t~ot  \vherc: 
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1 511btly trirtl to guide 11i1n. Along pirth 
: ~ t  thc etlge of a bluB' hnrtlly witlc C . I I ~ I I ~ I I  
for a chilcl, with :I strca~r~ far below, I W.IS 

itbsolutely fei~rltss. Sfules arc quite sure- 
footed. I read that in a Imnk some\r~hcrc, 
1 told niyaelf. Alee tcas rather steady on 
his feet h ~ r  tlrc. f i t  11o11r of the ~ocky 
trim After that I ofterl f'cblt t l ~ i ~ t  I s h o ~ ~ l d  
i~ttempt carrying part ol' the way. 

Little nrortnt;~in cottages dotted the hill- 
side, some clt~i~intly framed wit11 rail fcnce, 
~ I I I CI  as we l ~ i ~ ~ ~ t ~ t l ,  sorrle of the inhal~itanth 
 night he scp~t sci~tccl on thr porch or stiir~tl- 
ing in the ficltls gaping with long unbeliev- 
able ~ t ; ~ r r s  ;tt us. Aftcr all, :\lee and a 
greenhorn from \\'illiam I'enrl', town wcrc 
q ~ ~ i l e  n romliittatiolr! It wi1.s customary 10 
grr through ~o~nrt l i ing likes tlic followir~g 
grceting a11tl si~lutation rtr~~tine. "Howtly, 
there!" I wo~~lcl call. "kIao\vtly, thar. Stcp 
daotvn all' bet a spell. Stay oh1 ~mallt." 
"No, t11;lnk you; reckon I liavt: to get 
h~long. Cotr~c with me." "Nope, thank'cc, 
rcckin Ah'II jc.s set rnal~t cllcre." This ant1 
1nl1cl1 more wits often s:~it! in passing - 
yo11 can't i~n;rgine just how ~lo\ \~ly A l ~ r  
could cia\\-dle. 

Now .4lw hnrw everythi~~g a mulc coultl 
know a11o11t this c o ~ l ~ ~ t r y ,  wl~creas I ncitl~er 
knew t l ~ e  country nor Alroc. Consc~qric~ntly. 
next to lii~n 1 felt like ;I ji~ck-as\. I hot1 to 
despise my own vaunted \\~isdom more than 

1 once to dcl)t*nd on his. It is a genuine 
lesson in lru~lrility \vIle~r olrr nlust It:irr~~ 
from a mulc. 1 was 11ot ilw:lre of t l ~ c  fact 
that over this trail iUec hut1 Iiccn usecl to 
stopping at ccrtain houses. but that \vas 

i why he kept pulling me to\vartl every dr;~\v 

i or creck 11ri111cll lraclinp In sm:tll out of the 
wily cab i~~s .  I 1  was all I cot~lcl do to t11m 
him back to the \viltlcnless road. 'The 
clichC "stul>honl as a n111lc" (lid not apply 
to Aim. Ile wiis only confom~ing to his old 

i social habits. Bcsicles, Iir was too lazy to 
11c s h ~ b b o r ~ ~ .  13ut tl~crr. was one Ionctly 
I~ouse at which l l e c  himply hat1 to stop. 
So oE thc ro;~tl he went to tlut "tether tree," 
and off \vcr~t Iny .sun helmet as the hanging 
br,ulches scr.~ped it fro~n Iny head. l l y  
thouglah revrrted to h l ~ s ; ~ l o a ~  as his ~ ~ r u l a  
went ~111dt:r l l ~ e  thick bot~gl~s of o grci~t 
oak . . . 

Soon the first schoolho~tse \\.as iu 5ight. 
Before it tllerc was bituatcd a narrow ww1e11 
foot hriclg~, o v c ~  the i~ l i iq~~i to r~s  strciun. 

This sce~ncd like a r ~ i ~ t ~ ~ r a l  sl~ort-cut to the 
sclrool. Iwing \vide enough to acco~nmoclate 
a mule. B I I ~  Alec n~erely stohdly stootl, 
itnci eycd the planks \\-ith careless annoy- 
=ce. 1lc11 and boys lounging on the front 
steps of the schoolho~~sc stared mightily I,ut 
offcretl 11c5ither commt~~it nor :itlvicc. I 
learned I;~tttr - evcq~tl~ing 1 learnetl here 
I learnetl litter - that n~o~untain people havr 
the facility of laughing ~~proariously lo them- 
selves without cracking n smile. They are 
too lmlitcb to neecllessly offend stn~rtgc:rs. 
E q m o ~ ~ ~ ~ t i n g  and t ~ ~ g g i ~ r g  on thr rcins 
could not i~vail to make Aec  tnkc one 
step on th:~t bridge. In disgust 1 renrounted 
(this in itself must have been an amusing 
sight) ant1 rode Alcc across the creek. \vlicre 
I dismor~ntc!tI, tctl~ercd, c~~tcrccl thc school- 
house untlcr the carious gaze of the ctru~itry 
schoolmaster and his lovcly pupils. There 
I tar~ght \\*hat cvcvone called "Sunclay 
School," rc,gardless of \rhat day it WIIS; we 
sang hymns, and I gave instn~ction ill  Ijihlc 
history. Afterward, Alec 'uld I procceded 
on hi.7 way to the ncbst school down the 
creek. Alee, I wvas ;tftcnvard insh~ctctl. \r7as 
not being ornery; hc ai~nply nrver \vo~~ld 
cross a I~ridge U c  thitt for fear of 11rc;lking 
a leg in one of tlrc Inany holcs of that 
rickety spiui. I m;iy 11:tve been br:~vc, but 
.ilec \\-as no fool. 

Thmugh a shady avenue of trres sur- 
rountlrd 11s endless hills I pressed on into 
more inaccessible co~~ntry,  where of course 
I'd never Ixfore been, iind where no sort of 
written directions could have been of :my 
possible use to me. So I was instmctctl to 
%orrow" one of the pupils to ride Alee 
with mc :rs a guide to the nest o~~lpr~s t .  
I\'ith ;I cjuict rnor~nt:~i~~ boy behincl Inc, i 
infornlecl Ilim how I \viis more fun~ilinr 
with l l ~ c  controls of an nuto, and hntl not 
yet tliscu)\*ered the control panel on this 
reeling 1111arln1ped. Consrquently I l~arl n 
question: I I O ~  do you accelerate this tl~ing? 
I can't siry that rZlec pitid no heecl t t r  my 
hsults for he made noises in his tllrni~t like 
marbles rattling aror~nd in an empty oat- 
~nral  Ijox. Xfy I>il,ed companion clr~ickly 
h p p c c l  down to tllo pound, was ns c111ick- 
ly I~ack with a stick \vliich he apl>licd to 
Alee's Imny nmp. T l ~ c  change was sllocking. 
The \\.orld suddenly s c ~ m r d  to he a blur 
of saddle, stirrups, mule ears, hvo pairs 
of arms ; ~ n d  legs l>ouncing high. scel~ery 
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rolling by, itn occnsioni~l hen scuttling aside 
from flying hoofs, ant1 in tlltlt hectic moment 
I rememher a pair of arese dive-l)o1111)i11g 

1 overhead. 
Tllis lom~notion cnnt ir~~~rt l  Inore or less 

~~nabated,  with r\lec's Ile.1~1 t ~ ~ r n e d  sick- 
ways, ninety degrres to his body, onr cye 

I 
then to the forc in the dirc.ction of flight, 
and the otllnr eye to the rcitr \v;ltclling ap- 
plication of the s\vitcll. \\llcn he ol~scrvetl 
cessation of this persec~~tion, I IC  \\,or~ld irrl- 
mediately slotv to ;I wor111's crawl. He be- 
came so \\re11 trilincttl thi~t I had only to 
raise th:: stick, and tl~irt I I ~ C !  renr-viewi~lg 
eye took the nress;~gc to his t\sro-l~y-zero 
brain, and off he woul(l go ac:~in at llis 
mock gallop - nlore 1nolio11 than speed. 13ut 
11s11aIly his \vas an cs;lsperating slowness; 
I muld nevcr ~~nders~;tr~cl hen. :$ creahire 
wit11 hvice as ninny legs ;IS I (and Lwenty 
times the n~uscles) rx~ulcl rnovc slower thar~ 
a man \vi~ding in \v;list deep snow! On one 
of these trips I hi~d neglwtecl to carry a 
s~vitch. This certaiuly urns not tm!aown to 
my flea-bitten frier~d. For taking arlvantnge 
of his hratl-side\vays str:~tcby Ile constantly 
maneuvered lrle away from overhanging 
trees and I)usl~cs on eitl~cr sitlc. so that with 
Ius zig-zag stagger I cc~ultl not breilk off 
a switch while cn route. But :I rrsourcei~~l 
man \%-ill not be outwittcrl by a mule, 1 
affirmed. There \\,as my ~nccha~lical pencil: 
I drew it f m ~ n  ~ n y  shirt pocket like a 
darner fm111 its sheat11 ;tnd with ;I I);~ck- 
hand sweep !&n~ck .41m ;I hlou., you Lnow 
where. He got the rllcss;tgc., even though 
conveyed over n lonurr aen-e route th.m 
before, and Iwnvcrl oB into space. 'This 
method of acceler;~tio~~ tlitl not succeecl for 
Inug, however, as rllec, craning Ixlcku*ard 
could see nothing in 111y hand, a ~ ~ t l  since 
he could see nothing, cor~cl~~tlecl there \va:, 
1101 only nothing to Sear ~ I I L  nothing to 
feel. After that, no ~ I I I I ~ I I I I ~  of jal)bing 
\vould ma\ lull1 to give ;I snail co~npetilion. 
But then I instih~ted the 11nhit of carrying 
a piece of lumber the sim of a billy-club. 
Alw only had to see tl~at raised, and for 
cpitc a spell he'd \\,hip I I ~  a breeze. 

On r e h m   fro^^^ these s;~f:iris, \Ire had to 
take n different routc across lonely ridges, 
and on that first siilly Alcc tvas the only 
one of the two of 11s who kncw where we 
\\.ere going. Once he Icd me down :I slca~lge 
but sparkling, I~~l l> l ) l i~~g  S ~ T C ~ ~ I I I  nwny froin 

Iny tlcsirccl Ililven, and refused to turn 
Imck or to stop. \Vitl~ that bit in his teeth 
thrrc. w;~s no turning hin~. and ricling in 
tllc c r c d  21s \vc \\.ere, dismountu~g meimt 
nn r~natlri~r.tivc half wacling, half swim- 
ming progrrss. .\lcwting a a r~d  not 
taking t l ~ r  time for the usual greeting, in 
esi~spcration I ;~sked whether he could 
" ~ I I ~ I I  this bag of bones around." I-Iaul- 
ing on the reins he did so, addressing 
Alcc I I ~  Il;llnc, for he kncw 1 ~ 1  of oltl, 
~IIICI  slnppc*tl him off into the right .clircctio~~. 

Certi~irl 11l111c-l);1ck riding questio~rs ;it 
~ ~ I I I L ~ S  ~ ~ 1 1 t ~ ~ r t ~ 1 1  nly mincl. I)ocs one rich 
a mule r i p  t11c ~nor~nti~in-side? I'cs, I f o ~ ~ n d ,  
1)11t n1.11y I I ~ C I I I  1n;tking frtquenl rest stops 
on tile \\?i~y. rilcc souncled like a broken 
do\r.n p u n ~ p  orgar1 at a city mbsion u'ith 
his wheezing, gn~nting, gn~mhling, rnoaniag, 
and for I I I ~  I)encfit the giving of his o\vn 
imitntion of the "cleat11 rattle": so that nu- 
Illcrolls pattsrs seemed in order. Does one 
ride a 1n111e dorrt~ the other side of the 
mo~~ntnir~? No, I learnecl, unless you like 
the sacltlle situ:~tc!d right behind his eilrs. 
11 was neceswry to rlismouut, titke the 
rains 1)cforc: I~im end dctg hin~  clo\vn, stcp- 
ping r:lrcS~~lly ovcSr rocks itntl I>reathlessly 
ptidinc l1i111 ;IS I I C  s t ~ ~ ~ u b l e d  llnlf falling. 
catdling 11i111self :untl so Inl,ori~ig tu the 
nest level. 

1\14' work \\.;IS done in very hot weather, 
so~netimes 11.' (leg., once 1'35 in the nln. 
Returning on onr of these frieuclship t o ~ ~ r s  
(.-Uec ant1 I were rather closc by now) 
we ci1r11e to ;In old abiu~doned saw mill 
where rotttw sa\v dust was strewn clo\vn 
h e  ~nounti~i~lsidc and across the road. At 
tl~ih point I 11i1d the sensation from my 
usual lofty height of coilling closer and 
closer to thr ground. Alec's legs were with 
his for\v;~rtl progress bencling Inore and 
nlorc: 111lti1 111y feet in the stirrups were 
i~ctiii~lly to~~ching the gro1111d. 1 bounded 
out nf thc si~ddlc as mule legs stuck stmight 
up into 11rr air as he lay on I& back like 
a dcaad I)ec.tle. I ft.11 like Balaam whose ass 
fell dowrl ~~nclcr 11im. From a safe distilnee 
1 watched I I I ~  only means of conveyance 
tl~ro\v \\'11;1t 1 ;~sxumcd was n fit froill sun- 
strokv. \\'hut thrashing about on that soft 
I~ed of sa\\dust! I lrad an intuition that a 
sick ;111ir11:ll ought to 11e gotten on its feet 
;IS soon ns possible, so a little rein pulling 
rousctl )lit11 sl~ilkily to his feet, l~carful thnt 
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PROSE FICTION 1 s t  Place 

MRS. H. C. HOEKSEMA 

She shivered as she stepped across the: 
rugged roch. That big hot~lder sti~ntliilg 
straight and :tlone w\-i>~~lcl give somc sllctlter 
from tllc wind. Stumbling, she t\vistecl her 
ankle iuld felt the tears creep to the surface. 
She wished she would reach that rock. 
\\'alking sidewise might work better, I)e- 
cause the sniall rocks underfoot were sli1)- 
pery from the clrizzle. 

Facing the tell rock at last, she ran her 
hands over its rough surface. Herc wiis o 
niche she wvas looking for. Pulling her 
loose raincoat over her head for protection, 
she pillowved her f i r e  in her amis againht 
the cold sto~re: she stood very stiil nnd 
sobbed. 

Could there be a tvorsr hour to Ile oxtt 
here alone? Five o'clock on a dark clrimlv 
morning with scarcely a strcak of liglii in 
the sky? Even the lake, thz lake she loved, 
with its shores sometimes sanciy, so~iietimt* 
stony, looked bleak. 

But she had planned it this way. For 
weeks s l ~ r  had thought it out. XIonl calletl 
it moping. Xow it seemed ~llorbid. and slie 
co~llcln't go through with it. She slid her 
arms down the side of h e  rock and wearily 
sank dotvn. \\'it11 head ant1 arms resti~lg 
on her bees ,  a crooked little figure, she 
sighed. 

That was it, she sohhed again, hcr crooked 
little figure. IIer back. s\nd people nlciu~t 
so wvcll \\.hen they told her to forget I~cr 
hunched-up figure. She had such ;I prctty 
face. And people told her not to ~nincl the 
stares and siircasms of taunting cl~ilclrm, 
but to remembcr that children arc ontcl 
and they \\,ill grow up to understand. And 
people told lter she cwuld use her talcnts 
and he of a lot of use in life. 

, b d  her parents had pondcred all her 
problcrlls with her. For several yoars they 

had "sessions" :LS Dad callctl thcnl. She 
really wanted the sessions to help her, and 
sometimes they did. Slom said a crooked 
hotly needn't housr a crookecl soul. Dad said 
her heavenly Father gave her that crooked 
b;~ck for His o\wm good purposc. 

The minister came often to chat. He 
wo~~lcl relnfiid hcr wl~at Pa111 said about 
godliness wit11 contentment. She tried to 
think tllc way they wanted her to. But then 
she \vc~uld look at her ill-fitting clothes and 
spi~rtlly legs a\ she stootl with her back 
tigainst the wall in the hall at school and 
w:~trIiecl tlw gri~cefi~l flirting girls laugh 
i~long with their would-be dates. The lmys 
s~nilcd at her, and were ever1 sympathetic 
soii~etirnes, 1,ut she knew slie would never 
have i~ rral date. She ww~oulcl never realiie 
the dream of rvcry girl, to marry, to liave 
a holue, and, most cherishecl drt-am of all, 
lo Lcconre ;I mother. 

'I'hen all pious talk of p ~ ~ r p o s ~ f u l  living 
fatlrcl. and she looked at life a t  \eventeen 
\with tul aclring dullness and utter loneli- 
ness. \i%y did it have to he me? J\%y 
rtot rrrd it? She sobbed aloud. 

Stzlrtled, she stood up. Sonlec~ne else \\.as 
walking along the lake shore nt tliis odd 
I io~~r.  It was a boy, Ixca~ise she could heu 
him \vhistlitig. She was dabl~ing at her 
face when he rounded the bc-llcl in Lhe 
rocks. 

"Ditl 1 hear someone crying?" 
No answer. 
"Now come?" 

"Rrcnuse it's raining," shc licard hcrself 
squeak lamely. 

"Not when the sun is out. Then the 
rain stops. Come over here and feel the 
first wrrrm rays of the morning sun. They're 
always thc best, you know." His voice \v;ts 
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hearty. If he was la~~gliing at ller Ilc didn't 
show it. 

Timidly slrr tripped over the rocks ancl 
sand. She Itadn't noticed that ihc rain Ilad 
stoppccl. 

"Heautiful morning for a xvall;," 11c 11egan 
tritely. Did 11e expect her to walk along 
with him? She stolc a shy look, but he was 
looking out toward the lake. "Come along 
a little way." Ire sctid, still looking over the 
lake. 

'I'liej- didn't talk as they cn~nclictl  long 
the still-damp santl. IIis name wo111cl be 
Rob, she tho~lglit. Th,tt wo~ilcl fit ;I tall, 
well-built, clean-cut boy. His hair was 
bloncl and sllort. His easy l~earing ancl c-i- 
pensive clothes told her that hr was 11ser1 
to the finer thing5 in life. She could picture 
liirn in a cream colored convc.rtihle with 
his fashionablv frientls: or Ile would hove 
a sC1il-hoat. Yes, he would like sail-boat 
r.lccs. He would be an all-around fellow at  
schooI. His girl-fricand would be . . . 

Turning abn~ptly toward lier, his pale 
11Iue eyes smiling do\vn at her, lie queried, 
"Do I pass?" 

"I - I  don't even linow you." 
" T lou're trying to figure me out, tliougl~. 

Just \vonderetl if I gassed inspection. But 
never mind," he laughed, ' l c t 'h  talk about 
the lab.. I love it. Always cilll it rny lake. 
The frrsli breeze in sllnnner, the gale ~ I I  

v~inter, the placid ripple or the war-likr 
waves intrigue me. I love to listen to tile 
first splast~rh of tlie frolicking 6~11, :mtl to 
the busy I~irrls discussing their tnorning 
c11ort.s . . . Thi:rl thr sun slo\vly cornes 
aronnil to greet nlc. 011, I'd never miss 
my nior~ring wuk." 

Ile was prol)ably a poet, ttln. 'l'lien in a 
slower voice he went on. "It's just the time 
to tbir~k out all tliose proble~iis. \Vo~~lcln't 
you say so:'" 

"l'd say you woulcbi't Ilave ~rohlenx." 
Silence :~gnirl. It was str;unge that she 

hatl never sccr~ him. Their town wasn't 
wry large. 'I'llat ring on his finger, elegant, 
expensive, miglit bc a class ring from an 
esc:l~~sive school. His I;tther  night I)c a 
successful Iawycr, or a doctor. Auywny, 
unconventional as this walk might be, it 
was td ing  her unind off Ilcr troubles. 

".he my legs going tcx, fnst for you," 
hc :tskeci, shortening his stritles, "or are 

your troubles bogging you down?" 
"Are you a rnind reader?' 
He laughed again. "Elenientary. \$Thy 

eke w o ~ ~ l d  a pretty young girl leave Ixer 
beauty sleep and sit crying on some rocks? 
But we needn't talk about it." 

"\Vhy shonld we?" Slie knew he heard 
the bitterness in her voice. "Anyonc with 
half an rye c;m sec how defornied I anl. 
And you needn't be kind and say that it 
doesn't show under nly raincoat." 

To her surprise he didn't look at her. 
He kept gaziug quietly toward the Iiikc. 

"I'm young yet," she  \vent on, "and have 
nothing, nothing hut an e~npty friendless 
Me to look fonvard to. KO fun, no sports, 
no dates," slic was speaking irripett~ously 
no\\?, "and 1 may as well tell you the 
rest. I was going tc~  cnd it all in your 
beautiful lake this morning." 

"\Vould it have helped?' 
She dicln't ansu7er. Sllc didn't care what 

he thought about her. S11e still had haif 
a mind to go through with it. 

He s1mkc~ with seriousness heyoncl his 
ycnrs. "\Vould it be right?'H;ive yon 
thought of your parents? Of yourself?" 

She stopped a moment and mbbecl her 
tiny foot on a smooth stone. "Don't preach," 
she sighed. "How could you i~nclerst;~ncl? 
You have everything. You clon't know \\.hat 
it is to bc swveetly sympathized with. Yo11 
don't Lnowv \\:hat 1oneIiness is: you, wit11 
your beautiful body and good looks, pleuly 
money, popularity, and probably a dozen 
girl friends." 

"A \vhat?' He threw Iris head back ant1 
laupl~cd. "'l'l~at's funny! The best joke . . . " 

"\Vntch o~il!" 
But he  had already s~umMed. It wasn't 

a tlerp crevice, but tlie rocks were sharp 
ancl he had a gash above his mklr:. 

"Sit hrre," and she helpcd hirri to il flat 
rock, "and 1'11 try to fix up that C I I ~ .  Next 
time if yon don't la~igll so li:u(l, yoil'll see 
tlt? pitfalls ahead," she lectured. 

Kneeling at his feet, busy ripping up 
Ius handkercl~irtf as ;i b;indagc, shc clidn't 
notice how cluickly his Iaugh died out. 
When she looked 111) she sa\v a sac1 wist- 
fulness OII his f;tce ;IS lic said in measured 
torles. '"rliat wvasrl't tlie reason 1 mis-stepped 
on tllosc rocks. You scc, my friend, l'm 
blintl." 
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UNIONS AND CO-OPERATIVES 

The Synod of the Christian Refomled nomic injustices, but the solution to these 
Church, 1943, adopted the following prin- evils is not to he found in the even more 
ciplc concerning labor unions: "Church perverted pragmatism of the modem god- 
membership ant1 rnenlbership in ;I so called less unions. The Christian is motivated by 
neutcil labor union (CIO and AFL) are a different principle. "The integrity of the 
compatible as long as such union gives no upright shall guide them: but thc pcrversr- 
constitutional warrant to sin, nor shows in ness of transgressors shall destroy them" 
its regular activities that it ch;tmpions sin." (Prov. 11:3). 
\+'ithout ruaking :I fonnal, detailed i~nnalysis The negative position of the above prin- 
of this "pri~~ciplc" w l k h  hns been done 

ciple is that neutral ( T ! )  unions do not 
most capably and devastatingly in volunles 

necessarily furnish a constitutior~al warrant 
18 and 20 of Tlic Stanclaklsd Beclrer. we offer to sin, nor in their regular activities do Chc), 
a few thoughts of our own on thc niittter. 

champion sin. Here we have the old line of 
The positive position h i s  principle ~idvo- 

the religious liberal and of the hlarxist 
aitcs is that c l~nrcl~ rne~nbership and union 

socialist. 
mmihcrsllip are cumpati1,le. This position, 
it is felt, may be safely assunled for the Syndicated C o 1 u n~ n i s t Edith Kcnnit 
rcasorl that h e  rsislhg unions do not nec- 
essitrily give "constih~tioniil \varnint to sin," 
nor show in their "regnlar iictivitics" that 
they "champion sin." What wottld it me'm 
for a union to give a constitutional warrant 
to sin? What \voultl it nleall for a ur~ion 
in its regular activilies to chan~pion sin? 
Will anyonc ethic;~lly self-conscious main- 
tain tllat in tllr esisting nnions there can- 
not be founcl a corlstitiltior~;ll \varntnt for 
the strike, picketing, th r  closed shop and 
the l~oycutt, and that these practices are 
not sins? Will anyone maintain that the 
picket experts, the strike chanrpior~s, the 
boycott adepts and the labor violc~lcc ad- 
dicts do not c l ~ n n ~ ~ i o i l  sin? Admittedly, both 
business and la11or tire corn~pted wit11 eco- 

Roosevelt alcrts us to   he existence of a so 
called "Group Research, Inc.," Bond nldg., 
1404 Yew York Ave., N. \V., I~~ashing~on.  
D. C. This corporation is a subsidiary of 
the ;IFI,-CIO Industrial Union Ilept., set 
up by Walter Reuther. This organizntion 
has about 100 filing cabinets containing in- 
formation relative to thousands of conscrv- 
ativrs, as to whcre and how certain "rigl~t 
\ring groups" get their Gnancial I)acking. 
and produces mailed reports on hinidreds 
of individuals regarded as "estremist," "out- 
lanclish" and "fantastic." Sorne of those 
criticized in these reports are: Sen. Barrq. 
Gold\v;iter, Sen. [)odd, Dr. J. B. hlatthews, 
Ronald Reagan, Adolph \lenjou, Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., Dr. Carl 11cLutire ancl \.laj. 
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Edgar Bundy. Coverage on tlrtc.sted or- 
ganizations i~rcludes the .41nerican 1i;lrm Bu- 
reau Federation, the John Birch Socicsty, the 
Christian .Anti-Communist Cn~\:itlc i~ncl tlre 
ratlio program 1-ife Line. 

Tllc Church 1~; igue  of Amrrici~ resports 
that "the AFL-CIO Committee on I'olitici~l 
Action (COPE) issued it  rnmmori~nclum in 
.\larch 1963 urging state and loci~l lahor 
union people to use the Croup Hcsearch 
\mr:rr report\ to discredit . . . as cttremist 
'my person \\,ho dares to tlisagree l>uhlicly 
\vith the left-\vir~g liber.~l>." COI'I1 (the. 
.AFL-CIO committee) arlvises, "\\'Iic.r~ you 
hcar that a right-ning spr;iker b cor~lirlp to 
toam, check him i~nrnediatc-ly in the directory 
;inti i~lert frientlly groups . . . h r ~ r ~ ~ - t l  wit11 
facts ahout ctstremist grotlps. labor union 
members can take some 1e;ldership in com- 
batting them, either hy heading tlrcrn olF 
beforc. they really grt startecl or Ily limit- 
ing the damage they do itnd helping ttr dry 
then1 up . . . There is sometimes ;in ~ d -  
vantage in arritnging rneeting ;it \\llic.h 
comnr~~nity Iri~tlcrs actui~lly sign ;I \v;lniing 
statenlent, for relrasc to the press, in id- 

vance of a right-wing mccating, espt \ i~lg its 
nature and intcant . . . I.:tlitors ilntl 1)roatl- 
casters should hc visited . . . Dc~vclop ;I 

pool of \\-ell-infomled, r c ;I d i 1 y i~vailablc 
speakers to atldrcss church &TOllpS, fraternal, 
civic and service organiz:~tions, schools . . . 
If a right-wing spokesman appears on lo~a l  
radio or television in an inten-ie\v . . . re- 
quest rqual time to rel~ut him. If you 
have ilccess to :I labor-sponsored or liberal 
farnr organization-sponsored radio or T\' 
progr.tm, use it to alert the comrnl~~rity to 
right-wing activities . . . " 

Thc above evil intrigup is riot dl*fcnsiblc 
on the grountl that no sin is i~~vol\~ecl! or 
on the grountl that this is IIO cor~stit~rtionul 
\\.arrant to sin, or that it is not the* result 
of regrrl[~r union activity in whirlt bin is 
championed. The above t~~ctics ilrcs those 
of the false prophets of Kimrod, of  tlre 
builtlcrs of Babylon. 'There is a cor~spir~cy 
of ht-r prophets in the ~nidst tlrerc.ol', like 
a roaring lion ri~vrning thc prey: tl1c.y hcve 
devoured souls; thcy havr taken the. treasure 
and prrcious things . . . Her pri~icos in 
the mitlst thcrcof are like wolves r;~vc.ui~~g 
the prey, to shetl blood, and to tlestroy 
souls, to get dishonest gain" (Ezek. 2225, 
27). 

\L7altrr Rc-uthc.r, a vice prcsidcnt of the 
AF'L-CIO, i11 hi5 ir~fi~mous "llc,~~ther llc-rn- 
o randu~~~,"  anlong other things, recomrnentls 
to the Kennedy regime the following. "It 
is not known the castent to \vl~ich the Fed- 
rrnl B U ~ V ~ I I I  of Invrstigatio~r has plitnted 
~tnrlercuvcr agents i~rsitle the. radical right 
111ovement its it hiis insidc. tile Conmlunist 
I'arty ant1 its allietl c~rganiz;~tior~s. If it 113s 
iilrrady t l o ~ ~ c  so, the irlforn~i~~ion \vould be 
rc.:tdily available upon \vlucl~ to dm\\. u p  
cl~arges for i i  hearing against one or more 
of the rr:~tliral right groups. I S  the Burc.nrr 
has not as yet hfiltr;~ted these org;tniz;~tiorls, 
:I longer time will of course I,e necessary 
to ohti~in the infor~rl;~tion for the charges, 
al~lrouglr ~ r ~ u c h  o f  the neetlctl ':jnfonnnt ion 
is ;tvailal)lc. througlr public sources. 111 any 
~-\ ' r r~t ,  the a~lnou~~ccnlent of the investiga- 
tion wo~r lcl have an i~nmediatc. salutary c s f -  

frct ;~ntl tlrr later iun~rourrce~r~c~~~ of the hcar- 
ing or 11e;lrings might have an even gre;~tcr 
one. It i\ not unlikely that these groups \\ill 
rc.hlsc ir~formation and othenvisr ; ~ c t  to\vords 
1 1 1 ~  Attornc!y Generill's p r o c c: e l  I I  r e s just 
exactly as the Canunu~lists Ir;~vc actctl in 
~ h r  past. Nothing could 1,cttc.r reveal to 
tile pu1,lic. thc tnlct nature of tllcse groups 
Ihi~n tlcfiartt rcsisti~~~cc to their (;ovrmn~ent." 

Shades of the Grstalx, ancl Nazi Facisrn! 
Such an insidious plot, if atlopterl, would 
1lrc:an thi~t the Protestant cht~rches not al- 
rr3ady nrcmhers of the Nationid Council of 
Churches \vould 11e infiltrated \\ith FBI 
undercover agents in order to trunlp u p  
cllilrges for a heitrilrg against them, \\.here 
they \voultl he denounced :~ntl banned :u: 
defiant enrrnies of the government. Thc 
tlnions do not give warrant to sin, do not 
clliurtpiorl sin? That is like ir~stifying thc 
\\irked for reward. Tllat is like calling evil 
good, and good evil, like putting darkness 
for ligl~t, and light for darknvss; *hitter for 
sweet, a~ltl sweet for bitter! That is to 
I ake awry the rightco~rsness of tltr r ightro~~s 
from hinl (Isa. 5:20. B)! 

But ;ts long as i~ union It,ncls no con- 
slitution;~l tvarra~~t to sin. rnetr~l,rrsllip in it 
\\.auld not be incompatible \\,it11 member- 
ship in a t n ~ e  Christian churcll? Li'ho denies 
this? But where is the "ncl~tr;~l" (?)  union 
tvlricb docs not constitutio~~ally write in t i c  
strike clar~sc? which does not operate by 
coercion, force and threat of violence? The 
~ ~ n i o n ,  it is averretl, protects the worker 
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from the employer. Hut who protects the 
worker from the union? Thc tcndency of 
the uniori is to scBcllrr frorn the worker 
(proletarian slave) al~soll~te ctllegiar~ce. Tale, 
e.g. the Teamster Plcdge of Allegiunce a 
it appeared in Life, hlay 18 1959, in white 
print on a black buchgrountl. Quote: I 
will use all honorable rnrans to procure 
enlploy~tlrnt for I>~otllcr members . . . I 
will bc obetlient to authority . . . charitable 
in judgnirnt of my hrotlier meml~ers . . . I 
will rendrr fill1 allcgi.tnce to this union and 
never consent to suborchate its interest to 
those of any oLhrr orga~lization of Fvllich I 
xnl now or may Irercafter I>ccorr~e a rueniber 
. . . Unctuote. Here the i~nion rlen~ands me- 
cedence over every real~n of society. and 
all else in life thereto made subservient. 
Sacrificed to this A~loloch-XIammo~ god nlr~st 
be a man's SOLI~, his wife, c.hiltlrcn, home, 
property, school, church, lil)erty, faith and 
God. 

Fro111 the union let us turn for moment 
to a consideration of the so called "co- 
operative." The "co-op" system is regarded 
as one in whicl~ a Cluistian may still he a 
part. That depends. For some cooperatives 
are establislred to destroy the private enter- 
prise system, to take away private property, 
and to makc the fanner a slave of the state. 
Arc not these things inherc~itly wicked? 
No~v, a "m-op," in itself, is simply a cor- 
poration. One ]nay form and be a part of 
a corporation. Fmncrs, e.g., l ~ v e  a right to 
join :i corporation. of their own independent 
organization, to c,irry on tllcir nlarketing 
or dairying in ordrr to r~ieet the coinpcti- 
tion of larger conccnls. In our f o r ~ ~ ~ c r  pns- 
torate we hncw of such rs~al)li~l~mcnts. But 
they were nothing like an Iwaeli clibbutt 
( socialist corporation farm ) . 13c\vnre, I~o\v- 
rver, of a "cooperative" in which the profit 
motive, co~npctitio~l arltl private iuitialivc 
are either not existelk, or are polilely con- 
cle~nnetl. hIoder11 labor, political or religious 
liherals have infiltrated the "cooperatives," 
but do not I)e deceived 11y their ' ' c o ~ ~ ~ e  on" 
Ianguagct that a "co-op" is all "economic 
brotlierlloocl," that it providc:~ for "under- 
standhg, ri  sympathetic attitutlc, n mutual 
loyalty, a spirit of confidence and goodwill, 
the only sure basis for democracy and 
world peacc." This is mcre frontage for a 
collectivist, socialist (evenh~c~lly co lnn~u~~is t )  
organization. The modern liberal concep- 

tion of a "co-op" is h t  property exists 
in the fonn of state property, or in the 
form of collective farm property, or propcrty 
of a co-op association. By "cooperative" 
is ~neant  a dropping of co~tlpetitive capital- 
ism, which is deemed the contradictory 
opposite of cooperation, UI favor o f  an 
econonlic household \\,here all ~nemberi share 
all things (property and prosperity) in coru- 
mon. 

This conceptiotl of a "cooperative" main- 
tains that "one cannot b r  a Christian and 
labor for profit and personal interest." Ec- 
onomic motive must be established within 
the unselfish framework of the "Christian 
order of Ulc: .j~rotlierl~ood of man." (This 
sounds like that R c d journalisn~, Tlte 
Ii'orker!) The "cooperati\re" motive is love, 
so that fiunlers and ind~~strial workers will 
hwe  to cooperate or he ch;~rged, "no\v 
walkest thou not in love." They will liavc 
to coopercite whether they want to or not. 
If not, the cooperative say, Then you 
shall not work, aud "if any would not 
work, neither should he eat." This the 
co-op \\-ill then enforce. Men will thus 
be forced to 'love" each other, if they 
w'ult to eat and to live. The LQ-op which 
deprives of freedorn and employs this cocr- 
cion is as bad ;IS any "neutral" (bigoted) 
union. 

It is insisted that a "co-op" must bc co- 
operative. I t  must not merely be callcti 
a "cooperative," it nillst not glitter with the 
[cord "cooperative," only to be, in redlit)., 
a form of profit enterprise for the benefit 
of private owners. It must not be n~ttrely a 
producer "co-op" to help the f:ilniers get 
lligher prices for thcir products. This money- 
loving spirit fails short of the "Cl~ris t i~~~i  
principle of 'bonn fide cooperation witllout 
profit.'" It must be a cousunler "co-op" 
which is owned by no individual, hut by 
the entire group - consunier-onnd industry. 
Church nlernhcrship and membership in such 
a "cooperative" are ineonipatible. LVill it 
be conte~lded that these "cooperatives" have 
r~othing to do with unions? The AFL, C10, 
international and local unions havc votccl to 
set up  special conl~ilittrcs on cooperatives. 
Study the subject. Read the Xational Coun- 
cil of Churches literature on the subject. 
See how tllc union-backecl cooperatives arr 
pushing us all with our businesses down the 
ro,ld of t l ~ e  tyrcint. 
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HELPS FOR BIBLE STUDY ON THE 

REV. MARINUS SCHIPPER 

Genesis 11 
Rook of 

I. The Confusion of Tongues. 
(Genesis 1 1 : 1-9) GENESIS 
It would seem that \\,hen \vc cottipare 

what is recortletl in these verses, rspeciillly 
verst. 1, with \vlrat are re;itl in Gc~lc-sis 10: 
8 - 10, that \vr mnst conclutle that the liis- 
tory recorded in Chapter 11 is antc~edent 
to that recorded in Chapter 10. I f  this 
co~lclrlsio~~ is correct. we may conceivc of 
the historical events in this order: hlankind, 
r~ndcr the leadership of Nirilrod the mighty 
hunter before the Lord, moved c;~stw;ud 
till they canle to the plain of Shinar. Tlicy 
settled there, ; ~ n d  attempted to est;~hlisli a 
kingdom of universal proportio~rs with its 
center in the tower and city they 
to I)tli l t l .  Gotl, however, fn~striltcs thrir 
plan and defcats their purpose by causing 
the nations to be divided tllrough the con- 
fusion of tongnrs. 

\\'lrat we have in the verses 1 - 4 is a 
concerted attempt of the people of thc 
earth to remain one. cantrary to the con>- 
nmnclment of God to "be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth" (Genesis 
9:1,7, 19). lloreover, in clefiance of this 
commandment mankind also sought to have 
dornillion over the earth, ;tnd to re;llize th:d 
dominion through consolidation. Such it 

kingtlom \\.as all the more conct=ivnl~lr be- 
cause all the eiuth \%is of one I;rrigl~age, 
ant1 of one specch. 

\Ye slrould not forget here that man was 
originally creatcd to have dorriinion over thc 
earth. And \vhc~i man sinned, Ire tlitl not 
chansc c*ssentially. He (lid not becotne 111- 

other creature, 1)ut he remained \c.llat he 
es\entii~lly was, ;I Inan created to hilve do- 
minion. Howevcr, since the fall h(. would 
attenlpt to obtiliri this tlominion unclrr Lhe 
power of sin. This power was not colnpletely 
destroyed UI the flood, I n ~ t  came out of 
the ark, and I ~ c m n ~ e  nint~ifebt in tlrc gen- 
erations of Soah (Genesis 9). 

\\'hat \r-e have, therefore, in the plain of 
Shinar is this attempt to establish ;I world 

kingdoln, no doubt under the 1e;idership of 
one man, Sinirod the mig11ty hunter. It 
wns he who undo~ll>tc.tlly was the first nlan 
t i ]  concc!ivc. of the possibility of a union of 
power and anthority Meren t  than that 
\vhich forrnerly \tPils tribal ant1 patriarchal. 
I t  was hc \\rho conceived ol' the pl:~n to 
break the bonds of family ;~ntl tribal ties 
to fount1 :I kingclo~n of univrrsal dimen- 
sions. By his feats of daring in hunting 
the wild Ileasts that tIueatcnc*tl tlir lives 
iind a.ell-lwing of his contclnporarics, and 
his humanitarian acts he hud pained pres- 
tigc ant1 fanie which aided lrilll in molding 
Ihe minds of the hntnanity surrounding him 
:ind \r-l~icl~ made it easy for him to persuade 
them to follotv his plan. Tlrlls pern~;~ded, 
they wit11 one ;iccortl exclain~, "Go to, let 
11s make I~rick . . . let us I~lliltl us a city 
and a to\ver, xvhose top rnny reach unto 
Ileaven; and let us make us ;I name, lest 
we be scattered abroad upon the face of 
the whole earth." 

The purpose of this constnlction was 
not, as some esphin, to have :I safe retreat 
i r t  case clnother flood should threaten. Tile 
\?cry fact that Cotl had promised never 
again to destroy the earth \rlitll a flood 
should disprove tl~is theor).. Ililther the pur- 
pose, as cspressed in verse 4, \vas twofold: 
to make thrmselves n name, :lntl to prevent 
their being xattcrcd over the. face of the 
earth. 

\Ve nlust not forgrt here llbat that only 
\vliicIr cinl unify and keep togc~ther, nalncly, 
the true ktw\vledge, righteollstiess and holi- 
ness, UI one word, the im;ijir of God in 
Illan, was lost throllgh sin. I'cbt sinful ;tntl 
corrupt maul would nrverthelcss \,ring al>out 
n unity in which sin may hiivr full s\vay, 
and God may be entirely nlled out. 

The central purpose, tllcrcfore, of the 
tower was, in the first place, to solidify and 
consolidate into a great comnlonwcalth. All 
the peoples of the earth nrust Ile one. This 
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they contrivecl to do in ordcr to lnagnify 
their name and to havc thcir Iloiror and 
glory eltolled. 111 the seconcl plc~re, they 
~>t~q>osed in tllcir plar~ to n~dce tlie tower 
to reach unto heaven to reflect their open 
defiance against God. If it urerc possible, 
they purposed to clethrone God, to erase the 
narne of God fro111 the c:artl~, and to realize 
a kingdoin thal would be anti-God, ant1 
anti-Christ. 

Butt according to verses 5 - 9, God frus- 
trated their plan and spoiled their purpose 
tluot~gh the confusion of tongurs. 

In this connection there are especially 
three thoughts that bear special emphasis. 
The first of thesc is the sig11iEcance of the 
mune Babel. The name conles fro111 a word 
the root of \vhich Irlearl.; to coi~f~tsc:. Evi- 
clently it \fils given to the towcr after the 
work of building was Ilaltccl. It serves as a 
menlorial of the j~iclgn~ent of God, not, 
of LvIirsc, in the intention of the builders, 
I)ltt in Cod's intention, \Vho clestroys their 
unity with conf~~sion. S~qondly, it should be 
noted that this confusio~l was nwre than 
the creation of different languages. In real- 
ity here the Lord separates tire peoples of 
the eiutl~ illto rliany nations, some of which 
still r e ~ ~ ~ a i r r  to this day. The claerence 
bet\veen thc nations is not merely one of 
lang~lagc. but also of natures and colors. 
By t l~is confusio~r God made it inipossil>lc 
for whites and blacks, for csample, to dwell 
under one roof. Though science, no doubt, 
would clicagrec \\.it11 us, nre bc:lieve here  
is somctl~ing in the pig~iienl of tllc skin, 
an odor \v-lrich perhaps is plcasing tcl those 
wl~o  :Ire of like skin, I I I I ~  rcp~~lsive to others 
of cliRerent skin. hlorc.ovc:r, with this cou- 
fi~sion G1c1 also placcxl r;~ch in his own 
1ral)itat. Hence the Eskimo cannot live at 
h e  eq~~ator ,  nor can the white inan live 
without great d i s~~)~i i fo r t  in the Sahara 
desert. 1111d in the third place, nr~d ri~ost 
of all, it should be emphasized that the 
pu~rposc of Got1 in the co~lfi~sion was to 
halt the progress of tlie kingtlom of Anti- 
christ, until the cause of Christ shoulcl first 
be realized. 'Ule prime purpose of all his- 
tory is the cause of Christ in xvhich He 
gathers His elect from all nations. No other 
causcs may iuterft~re or conle lo 3 11cad 
until this cause of Clirist is first realized. 

It shoulcl bc poi~llecl out at this juncture 
that sincc the confusiorl ;it Babel there have 

been and still arc atten~pts nlade to over- 
come this confi~sion. There is always a 
spiritual counterpart of the tower of Babel 
in the world. The spirit that was bclrinrl 
the building a i d  that moved the builders 
in the constn~ction of that first tower is 
still with us. The world does not want that 
mnfiision. It is wcll known that the world 
for some tiriir has cndeavorcd to establish 
a universal language. And man>- and varied 
arc the atten~pts to unite the nations. The 
late \\'endell \\'ilkie's One LVorlci is :In 
idea not foreign to the mind and will of 
sidul man. We rnay observe this attempt 
at unity in thc U.N.O. \Vc are convinced 
that the \+'orlcl Council of Churches is an- 
other attempt at world union with a religious 
color. The principle back of the Peace Corps 
initiated by the Presiclent of the Urlited 
States is another very apparent attempt 
at xvorld unity. All the integration rriove- 
ments of our Lime are evidently tllc \anlc- 
endeavor. 

Hen-ever, not before the marvel of Pen- 
tecost has been fully realized can this 
~vorldly en&i~vor to establish world unity 
bc accomplished. On the day of Pentecost 
God caused the gospel to be preached in 
many tongues. Each heard the wonderful 
\vorks of God in his own tongue. By the 
Spirit of Pentecost God causes all the nation.; 
in pririciplc to be united. He gives thenr 
oue language - llravcnly. He gives then1 
one nature -heavenly. He give.; thein it 

ncn- life - heavenly. So that the redeemed 
church can lmast of one God, one Spirit, 
one faith, ctc. And this utdying work of 
the Spirit of Christ must yet be perfected. 
011ly then can the prophecy of Hcvelation 
13 be fiilfillcd. Then the head wit11 tlie 
deadly \vonnd shall be  healed. That wouncl 
was irifficted, we believe, at Babel. That it 
is healed means that the time is cotning 
\\-hen the collilision of nations \\rill cease. 
At that time the Antichrist will cffcxt his 
o\%n uniQ-. 

II. The Covenant Line from Shem to 
Abraham. (Genesis 1 1 : 10-26) 

Tlie canonical signiEcance of the Rook of 
Genesis is thc setting forth of the hegjnning 
and the first stage of the realization of 
God's purpose to glorify Himself in I-lis 
covenant pcople antithetically-. This signili- 
cancc should never be lost out of sight as 
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yo11 ht~lcly tlus first hook of tile Bildc. The four generations after Peleg, had not moved 
appearance of the gencz~logy of Shvln's gcn- 
rrations in this cmntcst is evidently to sho\v 
forth this purpo\e. 

\\'e have not the time nor t l~e  ap:rce to 
cornpiire this genealogy with that rccorded 
in Ccncsb 10:" - 30, 1 Chroniclvs 1, and 
those recorded in the Gospels ~iccordirtg to 
hl;ittI~e\v ant1 I.r~ke. Such a co~np;irison 
\\.oultl produce no do~lbt sorne very illtcrest- 
iny ol)sen,atior~s. 

Orle of these ohsenations is in connec- 
tion with verse 16 as cornpirrctl with Chiiptrr 
lo:% and I Chronicles 1:19. 1:rom the 
latter passages \r7e learn that Pe1c.g lived 
in the days \\,hen "the ciirth was tlividecl." 
Thc qr~estioll \\.;IS once i~skecl 111c.: \Vilere 
\+-ere the children of God at tilt. time of 
the confusion of tonslea? \Iy answer was 
that they \\ere evidently there, iund Pelcg 
was one of tllml. If my mathc~rr~iltics is 
c~rrect ,  Peleg was born 100 yc.;lrs idter 
the flood, antl all his forebears, irlcll~ding 
Slien~, .bphas;rcl, Salah, Eber, ;tntl pt-rh~ps 
even Noah \\.ere living ;it the ti~rrc. of t l ~ c  
division of natiorls. 

\Ye may also ol,senre that the narnc Ptlcg 
mr;ins "tlivisiorr." This wocrld scetlt to in- 
dicate that Pelcg \vas Ix~m at thta tin,? of 
the confusion ;rnd that his name \V;IS giver1 
to him by his father Ehcr as a 111cmoria1 
of Cod's judgment of the wickctl irl those 
days. Indicating also that by fiiitll 15l)er 
saw in the division of tlie nations iibo the 
sepac~tion of the covenant line that lnlrst 
ultinliltcly bring forth thc Seed of tllc 
Prornisc. 

Onc 111ore observation ~ Q I I I ~  be inrcle 
hew, niimely, that the life span of miin 
is considerably hut griiclually sliortt.nc~cl. 
Sheni's age is given at 600 years, Arl,lr;~~sd 
at 138 years, Salall at 133, Elwr irt 464, 
Peleg at 239, Reu at 139, Senrg at 3 0 ,  
Nahor ;it 1.18, Terah at 205, and r\l~~.:~ham 
at 175 \.ears. Since all the names oF those 
mentioned above \\-ere progenitors of the 
covenant line. an interesting qut.stion it 
might be to discl~ss: \Vhy tlicl Cod c~l t  short 
the life span of these f,lthers? 

Ill. The Family of Terah. 
(Genesis 1 1 :27-32) 

Trrah lived in Ur of Chaldccs. The 
capital c i e  of Chaldea \\.as Babylon, earlier 
Babel. So we must conclrrde that Ternh, 

f;tr from the original site when God had 
divided the nations and purposed that they 
should scatter over the face of the earth. 

Joshuii tt.lls us in Joshll,~ 24:2 that the 
house of 'l'rrah served other gods. The con- 
text of this latter passage \ho\vs us that 
Joshua had pathercd all 1srac.l to Shcchem 
where he e~hortrtl  tlie peoplts to put away 
the gods which thcir fathers srrved on the 
other side of the flood. Reference is un- 
doubtedly to thc fact that Terah served 
itlols. At this same place in Sllrchem Jiteoh 
later buried the strange gotls in his house- 
Ilold untler the oak. Also thesc strange gods 
were taken from the Irouse of Laban, where 
litcot) 11:lcl sojo~~rnetl irr his Ilig11t from Esau 
(Grrrc=sis 35:' - 4 ). 

It is I)cu.ause of these fitcts, namely, that 
stritngr gods continued in the family of 
Ter:th, that it is t ;~~rght by S O I I I I ~  that when 
Cot1 called Abram from his father's llouse 
to go to t11c. land that He \vor~lcl show hini. 
it was to preservcb the tnre rvligion. This 
tl~ougl~t i \  disprovetl, it seenrs to me. by tbc: 
fact that the true religion wiis not preserved 
in Ahr:rrn alone. Contempor.rry \rith Abram 
were n1c.n like \Irlchizedek anti Joh both of 
\vhom \vt.n. Gotl-fc..iring mcll. Rathrr, t l ~ r  
reason svhy God c.rlled Abmnl apart \\,:P. to 
initiate anottler phrue in the tlevelop~nent 
of His covenant. Ahram must go to the 
Itu~cl Gocl would sho\\- lum, i l l  order there 
to live the life of .rn elect \Iranger in the 
midst of the world. There, waking thet- 
icaliy, he \\rol~ld evoke the itr~tithesis, the 
I~itter oplmbition of the worltl. 

Ternh, it appears from the text, took his 
family, with tlrc e\ception of Iiaran who 
tlic.cl in Ur of the Chddees, i111t1 nloved to 
t l ~ c  province of Slcsopotami;~, particularly 
to the place callcd IIaran. Hcre Terah 
died, antl from here God enlletl Abrrun to go 
to the lilntl of C;in.l.lr~ (Gcr~. l 2 : l ) .  \Ve 
kno\v from ~ u b s e t ~ ~ ~ e n t  Scriptl~rc.~ that part 
of Tcrah's famil?, i.e., the Ilouseholtl of 
Nahor, remained in Haran (Gen. 24:4, 10). 

Har,ln, it appears hrforr 1 1 ~ .  tlird, brought 
forth three cllildren: hlilcd~, Isc,th, and Lot. 
Nahor, Terah's son, ~narried SIilcah the 
cltiughter of Harm. The genealogy that 
followcd out of this nlarrii~ge is mentioned 
in Geu. 22:20 - 24. Abram ~rrarried Sari.  
Shc, according to Gen. 20:12, \\.as Abrlun's 
hi&-sister, indicating that Trrah had more 
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than one \\rife. That she is ci~ll'tl Tcrilh's 
darlghtt*r in law i l l  vs. 31. is c111c. no douI>t 
to the fact t l ~ i ~ t  shc was n~arrircl to Allram, 
while the trutl~ \v;~s idso that sllr was his 
clatlghter by ;tnother \vife than the one 
who gave I~irth to Abram. 
Some sugge.\tetl cluestions for discussion: 
1. \Vhnt purpose did the builders of the 

tower of I3irl)el have in ~nind with the 
tower? 

2.  How tlitl C:od by the c o n l ~ ~ s i o ~ ~  of 
tor~gc~es fr~~stri~li.  lhat purl)osc? 

3. Of u.h;tt tlitl tllc confusion of to~rgues 
consist? 

4. Is the tower of Babel an isol;\tctl at- 
tempt on thr part of man to attempt a 
unity wi tho~~t  Cod? 

.5. \\'ill tlir cvil purpose of the lowcr 
builders evcl~tually be realizc~tl? I f  so, 
how? 

6. \\'hy is the: genealogy of Sher~l rccortlccl 
in this contcst? 

7.  \\-ere there sincere people of Cot1 liv- 
ing at the ti111c of the bt~ildinp of tlie 
to\\-er of Babel? If so, who \verc* they? 

8. Is there ilny significance in the fact 
that Scripture rcc~rds no protest of the 
God-fmring i~gainst the idea of thr 
to\lrer? 

9. Ilocs vcsrsc 31 suggest that Ttbrah was 
also of a nlind to go to the lantl of 
G~niinn? 

10. IIo\\. are \vc to judge of Ternh's fiunily 
in the light of other Scriptures? 

NEWS from, for, and about our churches 

LOIS E. KREGEL 

Becallhe of ;I lack of space in this month's 
issue of BCIILY)II Lights our nr\Ifs will be 
brief nntl will he limited mostly to stn(istics. 

Concerning our  Servicemen: 
\Ve havc rcceivetl two adc1ressc.s from 

Loveland: 
SP/4 \\'nl. D. Hltber, R417606781 
Btry. C. 6th l lSL Bn. J h d  Arty. 
APO 32l, New York 
Box No. 10S7, New Tork 
Jlr. and hlrs. l I as  lloore 
4611 2nd Ave. North 
Grcat F;~lls, l,loi~tann 59401 

Don Scl~warz, of our Lovel;tnd Cllurch, 
has been home on frlrlough recently. The 
follo\ving :~tltlrrss is that of n member of 
our churcli ill Iinr~dolph: 

Pvt. Ronald Huizenga 
U.S. 55752531 
Co. B, Gtll 1311. USATC I N F  
Fort Jacksci~l, S(lr1t1i Carolina, 29207 

Called Home 
l l r .  Prtrr Schil~per, of Holland I'rot. Ref. 

Church, at tht. age of 78 years; hlrs. John 
Heys, Sr., of First Clrrlrch, at the ;igcb of 84 
years. 

Congratulations 
to llrs. 11. Ilc Vries (First) \\,ho w;~s 87 

years old on N\'ovrmher 7. 

Our Future Church 
ye\\. by thc atltlition of several infallt 

members: 
A daughter 1)orn to Ilr. and Alrs. Clyde 

Campbell (I.oveland) 
A daughter born to Mr. and >In. Dewcy 

Engelsmn (I Iopc) 
h son born to l l r .  and llrs. Marinus Kamps 

(Hope) 
A son born to Ilr.  ant1 Irlrs. John EIuizcngn, 

Jr. (Iiope) 
A son born to llr .  and llrs. Peter lli~~dcmir 

(Hudsonvillc) 
A d a u g h t ~  I~orn to Xlr. and Sirs. IIeliry 

Zwak (IIndsonville) 
h son born to Irlr. and hlrs. Dewey Vander 

Soord (South I lolland) 
-4 daughter born to l l r .  and llrs. J. Koning 

(Southeast) 
A daughter bonl to Ilr. and Mrs. Gemt 

Vanden Top (Iloon) 
.A daughter Imrn to Irlr. and llrs. Du,uir 

Brnn~mel (I 11111) 

Wedding Bells 
rang on IVovernl>er 13 for L a m  Lubben and 
Elaine Holsterc (Hudsonville): on Kovenlbrr 
7 for Gerald Visser and Beatrice Lr~bbers 
(Hudson\rille); i~nd on October 18 for Roger 
King ancl Phyllis Panll~lluis (Hope). 
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JOHN ZANDSTRA JP. 
R .  R - 1 BOX 2 2 ' 7 - k  
C t i l C A G 3  H E I G H T S .  1 1 : .  

Are you wondering what to give a friend or relative 

for Christmas? 

Give a subscription to Beacon Lights by taking advantage of 

our Special Subscription Offer below. 

To be filled in by present Beacon Lights subscriber only 

Send to: JOHN KALSBEEK Jr., 4132 Hall St., S. W., Grand Rapids, Mich. 

(Please Prlnt) 

By introducing this new subscriber to Beacon Lights I understand that 
the next time I renew my subscription, I will receive it for half the 
original cost for one year. 

To be filled in by NEW Beacon Lights subscriber only 

Please send a copy of Beacon Lights to: 

(Pleose P r ~ n t )  

Check One 

One year $3.00 

Two years $6.00 

Ttcc*t~t!l-trro BEACON LIGHTS 


