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Rt.ccntly the r~ndt.r*igned was ;~sked to 
serve, ;is :~tlvisor to u sl~~ely co~~rmitt(ur of tlre 
Fedc*r;~tion Board. This con~mittee's mandate 
\\-as to detc*rnli~~c: ways in \\~l.~icli t l lu a~unr~nl 
conventions of otlr young pc-ople ~rright be 
impto\.ed. Aftt~r the r(bl>ort \v;rs :~tle)ptetl by 
the 1;ederation Hoard, the Bo;~rcl askcxi that i!*. 
hc p~~l>lishcul in Rcacorr Ligl~ls and tllc editor 
wau rcq~~c-sted to give his "opinion" of this 
report. However, since Ire is on(. of thv authors 
of t11c. report his opinions are (.~nbocli~.cl in tlre 
report itself. Thtbrc-fore \re \vould s ~ ~ b n ~ i t  to 
our rt~:~clrrs the Following cluestio~~s :IS n g ~ ~ i t l e  
to rt-;~tling the rc.l)ort. It is l~opeel that the 
rlul.stiorrs \\,ill I~rcr\.oker some thougl~t on tlre 
m:~tcarid ce~~~tair~c~tl in it. 

QUESTIONS 
1. 1111 you agrre that h~ert. is a I>rol~lem? Is 

(Ire: I~rol~lrnr correctly slatc~cl by the con)- 
111ittee (cf. first paragraph of report)? 

'3. 110 you think I l ~ i ~ t  tIrc+ ohjcjcclives 21s statccl 
hy the rcaport itrc. proper? Shoultl tl~ercs be 
  no re? Lcss? I f  ).ou tlrink tl~c-re sl~oi~lcl 11r 
more or lctss, state wl~y. 

3. Arc the comn~it tcr's crl)sen.ations concc*rn- 
ing the I)usinc.\s mct~tings correct? 

4. I1oes \\d~nt tllc- com~r~illec* tcSilnh "eclific;~- 
tion t h c ~ ~ ~ g h  active tliscussion anel partici- 
pation" need irnprovc.ment? \\Thy or \\41y 
not? 

5. \\'hat part docs h e  "social ol~jcctive~' pl;~)' 
i l l  our c.onve~~tions? 

Thc rent1e.r~ arc. i ~ ~ \ i t c d  to co~nment on tlre 
abovc or other cl~lcstiorls. Beocorl 1,igl~t.r has 
plenty of apace in thr cnlun~n, Oprn F o n ~ n ~ .  
\\-rite. nnd perhalls n Irc*neficinl tlisn~ssion for 
a11 of our proplc.. parlrcSlrts as well ns yo~ing 
people:, will result. All conl~i l~ut iol .~~ \ \ r i l l  11c 
puh1ishc.d i15 soon as possil~lc. r\ll of our 
ri.;~tlr.rs, of crll ages are urged to send i l l  th,:ir 
conimc-nts. Certainlv thc con\~c-~rtiorrs of t l ~ e  
yorrng &oplc arr worth our at te .~~tio~~.  

1i.D.I). 

REPORT OF THE 
STUDY COMMITTEE ON HOW TO 
IMPROVE FUTURE CONVENTIONS 

During the past six or se\.csn conventions, a 
Irene1 II,IS hrgun to makc itself rvitlcnl. There. 
\(.ems to b e .  a movement away from c.difying 

itie:. ; I I I ~  to\\*arcl an  incrr;t\c.d intcsrrst 011 

the \ocial ;~c.ti\.itic.s. Thi\ trrr~tl b e c i ~ ~ r ~ e  espe- 
cially apparent d ~ ~ r i n g  the 1961 conrc.ntior~ at 
I lout- Churcl~ when of the lllore ttlan one- 
hundred ant1 fifty cnnrc~ntionrers, only thirty- 
six f t - I t  thc ~~c.ed to discuss ~nittters pi,rtint!~~t 
to thc. Wngtlon~ of Gcd in the tliscus\ion 
groupfithat I~ad 11c-en s1.t up. :I furtl~cr ill~ls- 
t ra t io~~ of this trrnd is tl1;it in the list seven 
cnnvc-~~tions, the conmiittc~e co111d rc-niemhc+r 
only t\\,o in \vl~icl~ any group ;rcti\,ities such 
as panc.1 discus~ions. dc~lxrtrs, etc., wrre a p;u.t 
of the. progrilln. Finally, this writer rc.t~~eml)(!rs 
of a ti111e wl~en his sociczty offcred as its spc- 
cia1 r ~ ~ ~ n ~ h c r  to the. convention, a p:~ncl dis- 
c ~ ~ s s i o ~ l  which \\,a h1n1c.d down hy the host 
*ociety: the rcnso~r givrn \va.s that tlrey c o ~ ~ l d  
~ ~ o t  fit it into the progrim. Tl~is  tht.rcfore, is 
tht. problen~ \vhicl~ your conln1ittc.t. has at- 
teoll>tc-rl to cc.ntrr upon. i~nd wr feel tl~at i t  is 
the d i~ ty  of the Fc.tlrr:ition Board to provirle 
guid:rncc in tl~is matter. Ilo\\.~,ver, wc do I I O ~  

favor ;I program \\-hie11 \\,ill t;:ke away the 
respo~~sihilitic-s ant1 the initiative of the irlcli- 
\,idnu1 socirtics ant1 their 111en1bcrs. Thi.reforc.. 
\ve as n n ~ n i t t ~ c .  f i ~ l  that in order to corrrct 
tlus prohlr~n, thr 17c.dcr;rtion Boarcl, i~nd t l ~ c  
federation :IS a \\?hole sl~ould cn-o~x~rate in 
irclapting arrd distril>uting among its ~ r ~ c n ~ l ~ c ~ r s  
ccrtair~ objcrti\.rs for the conventions. 

T l ~ c  com~nitter suggests threw hasic obirc- 
tive.. t l ~ r  f i n t  dealing \vith the. busincs\ mert- 
ing. the secnnd, dealing with etlification (this 
1)crtai11\ UI 11artic11lirr to actiritirs otl~er t11:un 
t l ~ c  con\-ention spc.t.chc-s ), ;md the third deals 
\\,i:l~ tl~r soci;~l aspect of conve~rtions. Now 
each will be looketl into Inore thorougl~ly, ant1 
;In ol~jc.ctive slrould be stilted for each. 

First of all, the-n, die. Business Sleeting 
tlrew the corn111ittc.c~'~ attention becn~tsc thi* 
itspect of the. convc-rrtion conct3ms the welfnrr 
of the 1~edc.ration. Here, all nlrmbers of.tIle 
fc.der:~tion i ~ r c  dvc!n the. opportunity to clc- 
cide, ncmrtling to the rules of democracy, 
tlrose things that pcLrtairl to the fecirr~~tion i l l  

the future. In the. past wc had experienced 
the l ~ r o l ~ l e n ~  of poor ilttcntlanc~; but, with the 
threat of with-holtling trin-el expenses, this 
probler~~ has been somewhat allevii~tetl, :I[ 
Ic;~st in regard to the tleleg;~tc.s. Ho\vever, 
though have attained a more proper 
;~ttend;~ncc*, wc now mpc-rirncc. the r)rol>lcr~~ 
of poor participation; this is t n ~ e  both of the 
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tlrlegatrs and of the visitors. Altho~tgh a 
vihitor has no right to votr, ht. cloes h;tve the 
biuic right to exprcAss his c~piuion on any given 
matter. .And though rn~tch of the bu.;iness 
111:ry not I)(. consitlered e;trthshnking, cc'rli~inly 
all busitrc.ss is important, rsprcially, the 
choice of whiclt Bible Rook to study for the 
next year, the matter concerning i~ssess~~tc-111s. 
itrld, the election of thc new officers. .l'hesc. 
~niry not be, at nU times, m;rjor bn~c-s, but 
surely tlrcy arc ;tl\vays importiurt eno~tgh to 
demand tlisct~ssion. For instancv, in rcgarcl to 
t111. proposrd Bihlr Rook that thr fcvlt.rntio~~ 
clcrides to study, surely all nlcmbers of tllc. 
i'tdentiot~ . should be prc-para1 to stctcly this 
1x)ok; i~ntl, if ;I society tloes not intent1 to do 
so, they shoultl in all honesty @\*L* their 
rcsasons \vhy not. 111 rep;rrtl to norninatinns, do 
wo offer ;I proper choice? 17inully, as to irsscss- 
nltmts, >hould they renr;iin the scune, sl~ould 
thc-y be lo\vrrtrl, should they be raised? \\'liy? 
Ccrfainly thesc- mattcars de~ni~ntl disc~~ssio~~.  
As an o1)jective rc.garditrg business mc.ctin)rs 
toward ~vhich nll cnn\.er~tions slro~~ltl strivr, 
Irt your cu)mmittw offer you this: .4N Lrrsitiess 
mutters should be corrviclere~l scriorrs crtorigll 
t o  tlerttcrt~tl c ~ r i c l  cncotrrtrge discrlssio~i /)IJ tlrc 
clel~?gu!e~ and b y  the cbitors. This inlplics that 
ctvery c.onventiorteer must knot\. whilt i \  on 
the agrncla ant1 I)e prc!l)aretl to givc Itis rr- 
action to any of the prc)posals, nrrd then pivc 
it! In nrcler to nleet this rec~ttirement, Lllr 
societies ;are urged tct spent1 at. li*iist one 
iifter-recr?;s pmgr;un on the propose1 itgmda 
in cliscns~ion ancl commchnt. Furtl~~rnmorc*, the 
13oard ftvb th;rt to help mecht tlus rucluire- 
ment it is essential that parc.nt\ errcoumgtb 
their children in regard to thc>sr- mat tcsrs by 
showing interest ,and by attempting sonlr sort 
of convc-rsation irnd discussion. Parentirl con- 
ccm tu~tl encvuragenrrnt is c.ssenti;tl if' this 
and thc follo\ving objectives ;ire- to succeed. 

The second objective is ;IISII imgortant, 
cs1xcially since this is the one. that 11;~s been 
neglectmi in rrc-cnt c.on\wntio~~s; this onr deah 
with edification. 'The intportancr of a sc*ronel 
objectivc dealing with tulilicatio~~ really need 
not be argued, surely its importance. at ;I 

I'rotestant Refor~ned Yonng PtnI1le's Cot1ve11- 
tion is apparent to all. But, before getting too 
deeply involvtxl a t  tht. ~nonic+nt in illustrating 
the. prol~lcm, it is necessary to 11oinl o t ~ t  1h;rt 
we do, by means of our convrntion atlclressc*\, 
attain the possil~iliw of sorne etlificatiolt. IIow- 
ever, your conr~nittec. feels tl tat shonltl 
clistingt~ish between rtlification that i c  gainetl 

pas\i\,ely tlrrouph liste&rg to a speech, and 
cdificntin~~ attilitled through active clisct~s\ion 
itnd ~);irticip:ltion. I t  i\ thv 1attc.r lh.lt esl)cS- 
cially ~teeds to be inrpro\,cul. Sorcaly, &rcctcd 
tliscct\\ions Ily the young peoplc concerning 
topic, re1ev;rnt to tlre kingdom of God dlot~ltl 
he .I rnnst ; ~ t  OIU c~)t~ventiotis. \\?ithol~t \~rcll 
;tcti\pitic.r, conventions will intlcc.tl brcorne 
~iotlling lrlorc. than 11 Eon11 of rntcrtainn~cnt 
that \ v r  coultl take or leave. Only \\,hen edify- 
ing i~nd  enlightening activitieb concerning, 
h a t  tnost i n l r r ~ t i n g  of ;dl topic\, our o\vn 
glorior~s ~al\.irtion earn a cx~nver~tiol~rcr retttrn 
~ ~ I I I I .  tnily hatisfirtl. Thih is not to bay tllat 
soci;~l ;~ctivitic~: should be ;~holishetl - not at 
;(I1 - I)nt o~lly that \VI. sho111tl have. a corrcsct 
;c~nonnt of e;rcl~. 

TItc- clue-stion nligl~t then Iw asktrl "but rlo 
u.2 11:rve t i n ~ r  enough to i~rclndc tllcse extra 
:~ctivitirs?" In tl~c- first I)l;tc~s, if wr clid trot 
have time, it', about tinre we set aside some 
timc.. In the srcond place, your cott~rnittcc~cur~ 
provide a ~ c h d u l c  which \r.ould pennit at 
least eight Iloltrs of time in which such activi- 
ties co~lld l)c carrirtl on - time that has not 
been utilized iu the past. 

~ l t ~ ~ ~ r f u l l y .  thc need ot ilrr ol)jt.ctivc? dealing 
\vith c.clific;~tion is clectrly sccn 1,s all. So\\- 
tl~en, Ira\\. ccn thib objectivc. b ~ .  prn~noted, I)y 
\\*h;tt means? In nnh\\.er to this i~l)ove ~IIII-s- 
tion there ;Ire many \vays in wl~ich (I: do this. 
i.e. tlrbatet, pane4 clisctrzions, spcurh cnn- 
ti.~ts, c x t ~ b ~ ~ l l ~ n r a ~ ~ c c ~ ~ ~ s  sprc!cheb, itnpronrpt~l 
specu.Irrs, ancl report5 are l~u t  a f tw th;~t cwt11:l 
Ilr usc!tl. \\'c*, as co~ntnittt~r, olso discusseil the 
possil~ilih of assigning topics to volunteer\ a 
y;rr ;theacl of tinlc in u,hich they mopc.rirtc 
wi t11 other young pcsople in our ch~~rches, cSven 
u i t l ~  those outsitlc theair o\\,r~ socic.ty, in ortlcr 
to cross society hundiuies. \\re fec.1 that this 
h:~s tlcfiniti* I,ut weo art. also 
a\v;rrc. of possible tlifiicultics. Planning \vo~~ld  
Ilt. c>ssmtial. As a tlrfinitc objective, consitlrr 
thc. f'ollo\ving: .,ill cor~uentiorts sltorrld attetrrjlt 
to /~roriiot~', b y  mcuns of ilebales, spcrches~ 
tc?l)ort.s, etc., edifying activities N I I ~  exl~eri- 
ertcc3.v rirttortl: otrr Protesfm~t H~?forrrted Yotrttg 
Peoplc. 

111 order for this to be I)rot~glrt to a suc- 
ce..isf~~l conclusion n neccessary prerequisite 
llns to be tlic co-operation and enthusiasm of 
t l ~ c  young prctple. llrre olsei tkcs parents ;~ntl 
wcic.ties arc- urged to lencl a &miding hand. 

011r finill objective hits to,.tlo \vith social 
activiticss. \\I(. as cwnrmittc~c. feel.tltat the third 
inrportant :rspect of our conventions is to pro- 
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111otr tl~cs nl;tkinR of III.\\, I'ricnrls atrtl acclt~aunt- 
a11ccs and to rrtrc\v those matlcb in past years. 
I t  is cslx-ci;~lly importa~~t to I)ccot~lc F;tt~tiliar 
 will^ tl~ost: in ollr O\ \~I I  tleno~~~inalion :~ncl to 
seek fro111 tllesta otlr future \\,ives iuntl 11n.r- 
l ~ ; ~ t d s .  Con\fcntions tlo h:~ve a sociill obj~,ctivc, 
no one* i\ a l r n ~ ~ t  to tlc:ny it; b t ~ t  this objccti\,r 
r~~ttst I)c promoted illonp \vitlr, not ovcbr ant1 
;~l)ovc the otht.1. ol,jt.cti\'c*s. 'l'l~e conl-~:ntic>n 
~rt~ting, the pancitke breakfast. iintl the. ban- 
c111c:t arc in~portirnt soci;~l aclivitic!~ ; I I I ~  dlc 
cnrtlnuitter conccc~tls this 111ost heartily; never- 
tl~c-lrs.;, t111.y I I I I I S ~  I,e ktyt in their propvr 
pli~ce. Theare nutst 11ot I)c~colulc. thc prirnnry 
goals oF thc co~~ventions, oh t l ~ e  conitriittc*e 
f(.i~rs has b(vm t111, case in rectat~t co~~\.rt~tions. 
As an objective, thercforc., cot~sidcr this pro- 
l ~ o ~ i ~ l :  All cortl.cr~tiorls slrotrlcl ~~r.ol.icle socicrl 
ucticities .strclt (IS u bnr~c~rrrt, art orrttirrg, 11 

l ~ r c ~ ~ k f c ~ ~ t ,  PIC., it1 ortler to pror~iotc' tluc, ~rrak- 

irtg of )rc,rc jrierlcls urd trcquc~irttttrtccs r~ricl 
frrrtltcv, lo j~rarnotf lrrrr Cl~risticrr~ fc~//01c~lt ill 
crttcl c.rtio!/rt~ott. If \ye keep in t~iind that thiq 
;~\p~.ct  is only otle-tllircl of the convcwtior~ as 
a \vl~olc-, then we \vill not lxl trrnptt.il to put 
too 11uuc11 e~nphasis o ~ t  it. 

'I'lrc~rt.fore, in cvnclttsion, \ve lr;~vr tllrrc* ob- 
jectives that sl~oultl, if folio\\-ed closely, I~elp 
to itl~prcrve o~l r  ctrt~ventions. Bt~t thrs~. ol~jtnc- 
ti\-?\ in tl~en~srlves ore not enough; more itn- 
l~orti~nt is the t.0-opc.riition of all our socic*t it-s 
:u~d all the- yo~~rtg people. All of us murt s111,- 
port tllrsc* ol~jt.ctivc*s n11d promote tl~rtn at d l  
time*\ in \\hat ever way passihlt.. Onl!. 11y lol- 
I n ~ r i ~ ~ g  tl~ese objectives will o w  anvention?; 
hegilt to reach tht.ir potenti;~l. 

TI-IE CO\I.\II7TEE 
John li:tlsbet.k, Jr., Cluiiilniiun 
Robert Dt.ckrr 
Etl Larugerak 

FEATURE 

PARENTAL OBLIGATIONS WITH RESPECT TO 

SECONDARY EDUCATION (2) 

PROF. H. C. HOEKSEMA 

The Importance of Secondary Education 

\\rli:ut 1 11;1\.cs \;lit1 carlicr is true. of ;ill of 
the cd~~cational ~rocc~ss. It ma)- apl~liecl 
alotig the 'ntirc, ga~rlut of etl~~cation, from 
kintlrrgiurtc-11 to jirad~ti~tc. school. 

011r concern i s  at prestant \\.it11 secantlap. 
i.t.., Itigh scliool, ecl~~c:~tion. 7'11is covers t h ~  
yei~rs from the ninth or tcmth through the 
hvt.lftli graclc.. Aud i~~tlretl ,  this is :L tlistinct 
itr1:;t of ecll~cakion. It 1i:1s its own ~, i*c~~liar  
cl~i~ractt-ristics ancl its owrl pecr~liar prol~lems. 
-411 eclucntnrs recognize Illis f;tct. \\'e rc>cog- 
nine it ;tlso. \\'hilt. we tlesirr idciully ;In rntirc 
systtbm of ctlncation, \\Y want to gi\.e due' 
;~ttc.ntio:~ to the tli.;tinct parts of th;~t systc.m. 
f"or t l ~ i ~ t  rriison wc l~a\rr ;I sc8par;itc. bottrcl, 
i~ntl look fonvartl to Iti~viny u hc3pilr;lte ~ , l i ~ r ~ t  
ancl a scSpar:ute stiulf ;~lso. 

The r/~~eslion is: what, in gctner:~l, is the 
distinct position of tluv strondary school? 

T l ~ r  illlswc!r is: the sccor~tlary school 1r;lins 
covcmnt ~ 0 1 1 t h  in those extremely cnucial 
years of adolescc.nce. They are t l ~ e  yean 

\vIie~t the pupil is no longer a cllild, Ilut not 
yet at) i td~~lt .  CnlciitI thew ycbars are, I,ec.~~tse 
t11c.y arc i l l  a qxcial scanse forntaticc yeiurs. 
Yc..~r\ tlucy itre \rrhrt~ the pupil more a ~ ~ t l  nlore 
Iwoins to think for hirnhelf. to 1w concerned 
\vitl~ thr rc~asnr~s for tlli~~gs, to btb mncerrrcd 
wit11 the truth behind t l t r  facts, to 11e tson- 
c*-*nlc.tl wit11 principlrs. They iue years \vlum 
c,o\.eni~nt youth very r:ipitlly tlrvc:lops towi~rtl 
nraturih- ill every respcrt, - phy.sically, psy- 
chically, and spiri~ ttnlly. And bccaltst. t1ie.y 
:Ire forr~~uticr years in a11 emphatic sense, it is 
c.rl~ri;ul thiit piurents a~ltl ecl~tcators take care 
that the see-d of tllc. covenant cure propcrly 
forn~c,tl, tirut is. instmctc*ci and trained. 

Frt11i1 this point of \vie\\., there is sotnethir~g 
t-vcn ~norc. cn~cial, I dare say, about those 
liigl~ rcliool years than almut the gratle 
rchool years. Arutl ;I\ adht-rents of Prntest.~nt 
lIc=fomied t*tll~c;~tion, \vc- do \\!ell to rcmc.ml,rr 
Illis. 

Sor is ;I \x70rtl ot warning out of plitce in 
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this connection, ; ~ s  long as we clo not Ii;~ve 
our 01\71 lrigh se11001. 'Ill(: \v;rn~ing is: don't 
just let your high school c1ddrc.11 fincl tl~eir 
o\\*n way! Don't just let them gro\\* wild, 
grolv likt. \\reeds! Tri i~t  ther~~;  g ~ ~ i d c  tl1c111; 
cuc~t~sel thcm; wiim them of tlrc. pitfii1l.r; ket-1' 
;I \ va tc l~f~~l  eye for non-lirfornred iriflumcxs 
in their c-tlucatio~r; talk \vith thc111; Ilell) tll~.ui! 

But all this is not e~~ough.  \\'e ouyl~t to 
hitve s n ~ ~ ~ e t h i n g  positively Protestant Re- 
forl~red for our I'rote~\2;1nt Heforn~ed y o ~ ~ t h  in 
tlrorc c n ~ c i d  years of ;~dolescc.nce. 

Concreie Implications of This Ideal  
So,,, what do tve ncrul in order to realkc. 

tlltr abovc. ideal at the scxnntliuy levcl? 
Of cu~~rse,  onc of the first itc.111~ \vcb think 

;rlmut is the physical plant. \ \ ' i s  ncc+tl Inntl; 
\vc need ;I builtling; we need rclt~ipmct~~t. ~\ntl 
this enti~ils n1onc.y. of cx>urse. 

Sor \\,onIcl 1 ever tlcny this nrrtl. 'l'lral 
pl~ysic;ll plant is ncLr.?;s;ary; ;ultl tlrc fulrrls to 
I)~~iltl it ;IT(. necv.sslry. 

B I I ~  1 \v;mt to cniphi~siz' tn11ig11t tIri11 1rti.s 
is tlcif tile first itc~rn. It is not first bccal~se it 
is not thc- most c.ssentiill. You can v1-r). \re11 
l1;1\w t l ~ c  plant and not have c-ither ;I scl~ool 
or a Protestant Refonncd scl~nol. Yo11 don't 
have to 1w ;tblt? to cwunt to tt!~r to figc~rr tl~;lt 
OIIP out. In fact, - a l thc~~~gh I ~ > I I I  a pn~cticpl 
p i n t  of view thib is not feasiblt. today, - yo11 
can ve~) .  \\,ell hilve a school \vitholit Irnving 
the physical pl;unt. It tirkes n111cl1 niorc rssrn- 
tial things to lli~\rc a school, i r ~ ~ d  cspc*cially a 
I'rotest;~nt Hrfonned scl~tml. 

\\'try tlo I ct~~tphasizc- this? Urcar~sc. \vIlen 
fiually the nloncy is there ant1 the scl~ool is 
c.rcctctl, I want to 111. sllrts t11:1t that scliool 
hi~ilclin!: is going to cnnttiin a clefinitc4y anti 
thorouglrly Protc.stullt lic~fonilc~tl high school. 
And I e ~ ~ ~ ~ h s i z c ~  it. ten), beciruse I I~rlie\.c* 
tl~;it \ve 111ust first h;~\.e the essential things, 
;rr~d must first I)(. devoted to thc i(l~:i~l ilncl 
to &he essential rlnnents of thi! realizi~tion oC 
that ideid. And when there is the clei~r con- 
~vptinn of the itlcid and the a~;~rantc-c! of thc: 
itrhial rc.nlization of that idcirl, 1h1.n our 
I'rotestant liefontled p;uuuts can ancl shoultl 
; u ~ d  will gi\-e frc.t.ly, fro111 the heart, or tltvir 
~nateriul goocis in order that the Ilrceisary 
111ydcaI 11l.ult rnay also be crcctecl to houht. 
a I1roti.stant H~.fonnc.tl high scl~ool. 

\Veil, what do we ncud in order to havct 
;I school? 

First of a l l ,  we neetl prrpilv. And we hnvc. 
thnn: Protestant Refonned pupils! \\'I: suuely 

have. a s~~fTieirnt 111111lber of pupils. too, to 
have. :I high school of our own. \\'e nrust \ i t w  

tliost, pupiLs as a lo;ul, a charge, a sacred 
trust f m ~ n  our covenant God. Ant1 \ve n111st 
nevt3r \hirh t)llr coverriint d ~ ~ t y  with respect to 
t h m ~ .  

111 the srrnnd place, u.e nrrrl teac11rr.s. 
They also ;Ires said to be avi~il;rl~l(~ ill s~lificient 
ntl~nl~>rs. I think 1 can belir\.e this, in spite 
of t l ~ r  fact t l~at  our schools still face a short- 
ogr at the gclde scl~ool Icvel. Btrt \ve n i ~ d  
more than ;I nml1lx.r of tc-achers. \\'e need 
marcs cb\reil than a number of teacll~ars w l ~ o  arc- 
personally I'rotestant Reforn~ed. \\!e need 
Protcstat~t Rrforn~rrl edrrartors, men iincl 
\\,ollrc,n al~lc! end \\itling to work, ;11nt1 to work 
hiid,  at tlevc*loping educational ~naterials at 
the s t rondan level from i r  thoro~rghl>- and 
lx>~iti\~cly Hc4onlied, - and to me, that means 
Protrstant Ileformc.d, -point of view. And 
not c~nly do we ncc.cl thesr; b ~ ~ t  \ve neetl n 
~ t c t f f .  1 mean we n i t d  a stoff right now! That 
is n ron~rctc. suggestion I want to make. \\'r 
ougI11 to It;~vi. a stnff working l o ~ ~ g  hefort, a 
high school is owned. C;r11 it a "shado\v 
stall'" if yo11 \\rill, just it$ they sornetin~rr 
spcwk of n presiclcr~t-to-bc. having ;I "slratlow 
cnbinrt" bcfore bc. ;~ctuaLly takes office. I am 
not conru.ntc-d \vitll \\-hat it \voultl takc to 
srt 111, such ;I stan' ;it prestsr~t. I \viunt to em- 
c~has i~r  th;tt \\-e zl~ould Irave such n stuff! 
Put them 1111drr co~~tr;ict or whatever is re- 
quirctl. Hut p r~ t  tllcni to work! 

A~rtl, thirdly, wc. ueccl a c~~rriel~liun and 
sul,j~*ct m;~ti.rinl. 1 mean Ihnt \vca need this 
not jc~st formally. You c v ~ ~ l d  prolx~bly from 
;I formal point of view stat up ;I c~trriculum 
for :I liiglr school in a co~~plt.  of hours. I3ut 
ag:rir~. I rllcb;ln a Protestcrt~t Reformetl cur- 
I ~ C I I ~ I I I I ~ .  :\IICI I 111c~rn the' liltter not jt~sl in 
tlic \I.ILW t l~a t  we should havr some ver?. 
ge~ic.r,~l principles and ;I very broi~ci outlir~e. 
BII: we oc~ght to h;t\.c .I> ~ r ~ u c h  i ~ s  posrillle 
the ;~rtic~~l;~tion and spelling out of tllc.re 
pric~c.iplc\ in evcr). br.tnch of learning at the 
srco~tclary I(.\.cl. 

\ly vic\vpoint, therefore, is that we must 
not illst go I,li~rdly ;ilrt.ad with b~~iltling plans 
and tlrivrs, c.tc., and trust that all the rest,- 
ant1 that ;II! the rest is the rssenti;~ls, remem- 
ber, - will come in due ti111e. 

No, \v11il11 the scl~ool opcr~s, thcse essentials 
n111st he tf~c.rc. i\ncl \ve have to provide them. 
\\'I. shoulcl I#? drvoting primary attention to 
tlrc.se essentials. These esseutials should be 
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gcattirrg at  1c;1st its mttch t i~ne  ;111d c~ffort ;IS the 
h~~ i ld ing  rind tlw finanr~bs. .And I am cnn- 
fident that if wea c;ul show our I ) c ~ o ~ ~ l c ~  th;tt 
tl~~.a(. tlrings ;ire hci~lg  do~rc., tlrc!r~, "catcl~ir~g 
t11(. vibion," t i  I \~~holt~hcartrdlq.rtrclly go 
alr111g with it i111l1 s111)port it. 

P a r e n t a l  O b l i g a t i o n s  
'l'hr abovc. is, briefly. our oblixation as 

I'rotc.st;tnt I i c~ fo r~~~c~ t l  parc~nts. 
13). ptrrt,r~ls 1 IncL:ul all prcsscs~~t ; ~ ~ r t l  I~tturc* 

Ilrc.r\ of ~ l c h  a lrigl~ school, in tlw first ldacc.. 
A A ~ ~ c l -  in t lu~ I~ro;~tlest sense, I \v011lt1 i11c111cl(> 

.11I p;~rcr~ts. vvrn tllose \\rho will not actu;dy 
1l.r the >chool. b(.c;tusc- t1ic.y ;in. org;~~~ic:;~lly 
cnncernctl. 

:Is s~lr(.ly ns \VI. arc Protcsticl~t Rc~for~l~cd, 
w) s ~ ~ r e l y  \vc \\.ill s r r  this as our o1)lig;ltion. 
:Intl in tllis ;ireri. wc havr ti112 ability illso 
fro111 a I>ractical point of view, - i f  only we 
11,lvt. the \\.ill :tnd the purpose of heart. 

B I I ~ .  ii~~itlly, 1 vicn: this obliglrtion not ;IS 

;I  hi,;^\->- ilnd onerons 1;1s1;. :I bi~rdrn.  I vir\v 
i t  :I\ :I s;~crc.cl trust fro111 our ~ov(~n.mt God. 

.lnd he-nce. I ~u)ncli~tlr  11y saying: Ours is 
the l~rivilt~gc! 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REFORMED FAITH 

Union and Separation 

\\'it11 this article we shilll co~~clutics our 
di\c~~ssion of thc history of the Itefornretl 
f;~i! lr  in th(- Ne~l~c~rliu~cls. I t  is ;111ol1t ti111e to 
take our d ~ * ~ i ; l r t ~ ~ r e  fro111 onr 111otllt*rla11~1 and 
jo~~rnc.!. to t l ~ e  shores of our own country. 

7f l~is  rather ; \ l~mpt  d(-l>artl~rc. 1'ro111 t h t *  
St,tllerl;~nds is not d ~ l c  to t11r fact that de- 
vc~lop~nc.nt\ t l~cn*  e l ~ ~ r i ~ ~ g  tl~e. li~st 100 yvirrs a r ~  
not itnport;l~~t. 13ut tlie origin;~l in l~~nt ion of 
tI~tn\c ;~rticI(~s \tf(, will try lo prcser\-cc intitct, 
11:111iely to 1r;lce the llistory of t l ~ c .  Ilcformvtl 
I'aitl~ as it 11,;1ds to o l ~ r  o\\'rl I'rotcst:~l~t Red- 
fo1111ct1 Churches. Ant1 this r rc l~~ir rs  tllitl web 
I e i ~ v ~  tlli. dis!ant I;~nd o f  t h ~ ~  S~*tllerl;lnds ant1 
concc.~~t~atc 11po11 tle~(~1o~1111~1its \vitlli~i A~llcr- 
cC:I. 

*i'l~c.rt-iorr. as urc concltlde the I~isiory of 
~111. Cl~t~rc l l  in the Setlirrlantls \vitIi this 
:~rtic.lc. \vc- CIII so somc.\\~li;~t skcatchily. 

111 our last article Ivft tllr C l ~ ~ ~ r c l ~ r s  of 
t111, Secession as they g m d ~ ~ a l l y  consolidi~tctl 
t111nir ~ I ~ I I S  throng11 rc*;~clling s o ~ ~ ~ t .  ; ~ g ~ ' e r ~ ~ ~ c n t s  
will1 t l ~ r  governlnent ant1 througl~ solving 
their internal dispt~tes. 'I l l( .  two i ~ r c   rot stspa- 

r.~tr. Rtaaching ngrcSn~lc.nt with the govc*rrl- 
111ent \va .  in part, the cause of tlispute. (Cf. 
our last ;~rticlc. where I~rief mention of' this is 
~~ladc..) r\nd these internal divisions \trc.re 
11t~\rr ron~plrtely hc.nletl wit11 the res~rlt tllat 
thrrr \verc sevc-rill groups of Churct~r,s fomlcttl 
in tllc. Sctl~erlands as n result. 

kIo\\re\.c+r, \\lc* nlr~st nlo\.tA to anothrr stspan- 
lion ill thc State Cl~r~rch.  I\'(. must rerrlen~hcr 
tl~nt. on t l ~ e  one Ir:~nd, the. earlsei of the 
Srccssion \vcrc dcc*p difirrences in doctrine. 
'I'lir Statc Ch~rrch toleri~ted in her ccclesi- 
;cstir;~l h o ~ ~ s r  Ileretics \vlto denied t l ~ e  vc:ry 
f~~ndn~nen ta l s  of the truth: the tloctrines o f  
tllc. trinih, the. divinity of Clui\t, tlic- vic:rr- 
ious ;~tonrn~rnt .  ctc. \\'ith the d~,parture of 
tllr srcessiouist.\, things did not inlprove. 
\\'llile the secc~ssionists had i~lways ;~cted as 
;I sort of ;I hrake on the cievelopn~ent of 
hc.rtsy, t l ~ e  brakc. I\~;I.\ gone. The Stntc: 
Cl111rcli conserl~iently rushed more speedily 
on tllc \ I ~ ; I ~  of false doctrine. 

On the other hand, not all tlir drfentlers 
of the Refornicd faith Ithft at  the timc* of the 
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S ~ ~ e s s i o r ~ .  Thcrc. wcre undoubtcxlly rritsons 
for this, Illany differc~rt kinds of rc3;lsons, \olnct 
good ancl some bad. Hut the. fact \\,as t l~ut tllr 
Stilte Chttrch ,\till h;~cl Rcf~~rmccl rncrl in it. 
-4s the cleno~~lination cotlti~~ttetL its \\';~y ol' 
error I~o\ve\-er, t h r  situation became lltore 
ancl tnorc. intolcral~le For thohr who rc,ti~itretl 
ally orthodox rr~n\ictions at all. 

'The rc-sult wits another tlcparturc~ F ~ I I I I I  the, 
State Chttrch. '%s tnigmtion ttmk pl;lcc in 
1886, 32 ?cars after the sc~essior~ urd<.r De 
Orck, ;me1 \v;cs led 1)). Dr. Abritlli~~r~ K~~yper .  
I'htr is511es wc-re Inorc pn~~~ouncc.cl thih tin*; 
the! rno\.~-ment, undvr thc ci~pal~lcr Ir;~rl~~t~sltip 
of the gifted h;u:-pt-r, ntorc organized.1 'The 
cht~rclrc~s for~nc.tl 11). liuypcsr \vercb callctl ~hrr 
" 1)olerrxlde  lierkt.11". Lf~e ".4ggriovetl 
Chr~rchca." 

It s t ;~~tds  to reason th;it thcrc. \ \~~ulc l  I,(. 
clo>e cvntact hetwrcan the C h ~ ~ r c h e s  of thr 
Srryssiorr ant1 the " l~o le rc~~~c lc  I;csrkcr~". 'I'lrc.y 
h;~tl cunlmon in:erc.sts. They hoth Iratl their 
b;~ckground in the siinie cl(.nonlinittio~l; they 
both a7cre cuncerncd a b o ~ ~ t  thc presrrvi~tion 
of the Hefonlled fi~ith; tlrey 110th I ~ i t t l  left 
the. State. Cllurch 1xc:iuse of doctrirlal tl13cay. 
It seenlcul ~Lflc-r natural tl~tureforc. that sonic! 

attempts to attain unity would 11c 111:1dc? IN:- 
hveen these hvo grclups. 

This \\.:IS also clone, ; L I I ~  the two groIIps 
merged in 1891 untler the* namc. of "Cere- 
fonlreerclc. Kerkcrr" or "Refom~etl C11urc:hes". 
T l ~ r  moving i n f l ~ ~ e n ~  behi11c1 t h t  nrergc.r \{,as 
Dr. Ahral~am lil~ypcr. 

\\qiilc. indeed the union secrr~td ;I ni~t~lral  
one a11tl seen~ingly ;I happy nrarriitgt* could 
bc. anticipated, this \vc~s rcolly  rot the c.ase. 
T o  a mn<ider:lhlr estent tlre ~ r~ i tmagc~  wns 
forced, ;urd tl~c. hvo particas ncvl!r gol ; ~ l o ~ ~ g  
v c b ~  \vc.lI. Thrre  were i ~ n p o r t a ~ t  difft.rr~!ces 
of doctrine btrl\vec~r t11ct11 fro111 thct v(:r)* he- 
ginning, and there wc7i~s ;In al~urldal~cc. ol' 
strife constantly thrc~atening thc ~narrii~gc. 

\Ve s l ~ d  notic* briefiy these tloctrin;tl dir- 
fvrencr, for t11c.y arc important atld t11c.y Imvc. 
I~nd  braring on the history of the Rcl'ol-[net1 
Cl~urchrs ur :\lnericl;t. 

. . \ l tho~~gl~ there were nlany 111inor isslres, 
tlw main issues \\-erc. four in nu~nher. 

The Cl~urchc.~ of tlrc- Swc-ssio~~ were c.lliefly 

'Dr. Kuy11c.r \r.aT. in hi, early yc.ars. ratllc~ strongly 
fon~o~ill~rl to hltrlemium. fie was I~owrver I,r<t~lglll 
to stmns conxicliuns of the ReforAled fnith ;vhich IIV 
retained for manv wars. However, Inter i l l  life, in  
part ~lnrlrr the p&ssi~rc of hic oarticipatinn ill l~olitiei 
(be svirs prime ~ninistrr of the N~~th~~rlanil.;] 111. 
drifted it110 the errors vf comnlotl .mhcr, ehieliy ;t.; 
exl~ressed in the second and third points nf IS)'& 

Six 

infr;tl;ipsnrian, 111aintirined strongly jltstifica- 
tior1 in ti111c; mcxliate regeneration ant1 the 
pron~iae ol' the cuveniint as the basis for thc 
I~apti.\~lt of infarrth. 

'I'lre Cl~~trchcs  that \rrercb orgr~r~izetl fro111 
the Stiltc. C h ~ ~ r c h  i ~ n d e r  tltc leitclcrshi~ of 
J)r. L1tyl)c.r r;ither \\rcore co~r~~lli t tetl  to s~tpra- 
lapsi~riallism, eternal j~~stific;ltion, ilnn~ecliate 
rcgc.~leration ;~ntl pre.iupposetl rrgc~rlcration as 
tlrc* I~i~si* for infilnt baptism. 

\\'I. >hill1 makc. a few r e ~ ~ ~ n r k s  almut thrsc 
11oi11tv of clifferrnee so thal they irre some- 
\vh;~t undcrstocrtl. :\ t h o r o ~ ~ g h  discrl\sion 
\ \ . c ~ t l l r l  occt~py tnaxiy articles for tnillly ivst~es. 
Our young people are Ilowe\gc.r, ttrgcd i~ ,,ur- 
sue. lltrir illdivicl~lal stt~tly orb thest- interchtina 
irncl importaut clltestions.' -. I he r111c.stion of bstpra and infrit Iap~itriitn- 
ism is I);~sic;Jly it clt~estion of tllc* ortlcr of 
decrcu.s of the counsel of Cocl. 1nfri1l;tpurian- 
ism maix~t;~irrs th i~t  the decrcsc o l  s;rlvatiorl in 
Christ ~O~/OLL'.E rillon the decree of the fall. 
St111raln~~;1rint1is1n ~rli~intains t l~a l  thc dc~cree 
of the s;ilv;ttion of the dec t  in Christ ~~reccdes 
tlit- dccrc.~. of tile fid. It ih it~tc*rt:>ting Lo note 
thitt our (:onfes.;ioxri arc inrr:~lapsi~rian. This 
b ~*speciillly tntc. of !Ire. Canons of Dordt, al- 
thot~gh the snpril position wi~s  argt~ecl OII the 
Syt~ocl ;und was not mntlco~t~ed. Ih.sides, al- 
L I ~ O I I J $  tIr(r ~SSIII '  \V;IS not its clearly dcfinetl 
a t  tltr t i~llc of the Refonniition ;IS in st~l>se- 
q r ~ ~ ~ r l t  yeilrs, Ciilvin tc*r~ded Inore htrongly to- 
\v;trtls s~~~~ralaps;~r iani . \m thitn infra. 'l'his is 
ad~nitterl, c..g., l ~ y  s11cl1 a church I~istorisn ah 

Schiiff \ \ , l~o \vilr disagreeing \\.it11 C;iI\*in, 
\\,ritc.s: "Citlvin \vas claillletl by both schnnls. 
1-l~. niust I,e clilssed rather trritli tlre Sttpra- 
I:~psnrinnx, Like Beza, Gornal.t~s, 'I'\\?-sx*, anti 
E ~ r ~ ~ n o n s .  Hr  s i ~ w  the inconsis:twcy of ex- 
eml~ting fro111 thc- divine foreordination the 
r;lort important rvent in history, whicl~ in- 
\wlvrd thr  \vholct racc! in ruin. . ." (1701. \'III, 
1'. 553.) Thus supr;tlaps;trianis~~l has also 
s ' r c ~ ~ ~ g  support t luo~~gltout I~istory from the 
Calvin Rcfonll;~tion till today." 

' I ' l ~ t .  clc~t%tio~~ of j~~stific;~tiorl \vas ;rlso a 
cl~~rstion the in\,olvcxl thc c1ecrc.e~ of God. 
Tl~c. e~nphasis of iiuyprr i11tt1 l~ i s  follo\\.rr% 
\\,,IS on 111e fact that God caternally justifies 
------ 
- r \ c l r l i t i o ~ ~ n l  rnatrri.ll o~r thee vnriotls pvints of doc- 
t r i ~ ~ r  can he fvu~~d in ;~ppropri;tLe chapters in Re\.. 
H. Hoebt.ma's "Con~nrc~ntan on tllr Heitlclberu 
C;~techisn~." 
'011r Pro11.ct;cnt I{t.Iormt*l Chnrcl~cs h i ~ v e  no clrfinit*. 
stalld on c.ithrr stIpra or i ~ ~ f m i l l i ~ l ~ s n ~ i ~ ~ ~ i s ~ ~ >  oihrr than 
the positinn of our Cunfessiups. Se\vrtbeIcu. Re\.. 
Huc.ksem;~ has al\r.sys n~aintaincxl hht prcferenrr for 
su~~rnlapsrt~ian~n~ in tbi~l it'is'ii~oi'e Scripturally cor- 
rmt. Cf. Col. 1: 15-19 and Pro\'. 8:22-31. With this 
I :lpree. 



His peol)le i l l  Christ .MI that i l l  His co~~nsel 
the. stnncl br*forc Gotl as an eterr~;illy 
riglrteo~~s pcoplc'. 'Tl~is ilt~estion is closely 
cor~nectcd with the cluehtion of st~prir antl i r r -  
fralapsi~ria~~ism. Untloul~teclly, etrrn;~l jllstifi- 
cation is tac~ght in Scripture. 

l'lre cluestion of ~~~cdi ; r t c  or i~nulc.tliat~. re- 
generation is n question of \vhether Gotl 
i~ffeacts thc work of regrnenrtion in tlte hyarts 
of Iris c~lect peoplr l l~ ro~rg l~  t11e r,lc,arls of the* 
prcsachi~~g of tlre \\'ortl (mediate regerlera- 
tion) or i\qitho~~t tlrc. misaw of the preaching 
of the \Vortl, i.c-., directly t l ~ r o ~ ~ g h  tl~r oper- 
ation of the Spirit ( i~nn~etli;~le rtsgelrcration ). 
.-\ltl~or~gll t h i  is art inl~.resting and i~nportant 
clue-stiorr, it is ~~fficieilt  for 11s lo point 0111 

that tht! vtSr?- first i~npli~nting of the life of 
Christ i l l  111~. ht.i~rts of the c.lrcl as the first 
sertl of the new lift. tn1ic.s plilcc: clircctly ;~ntl 
mithout the rnetliacy of the. prriiching of the 
gosprl. The :thility to 11c;lr tllc gospel i~ntl zip- 
prol,riatc. it5 trr~tlr prvsupposes thts life. of 
Chriht alrc;~tly present. Thv gro\vlIt of the* 
new m:ltt of rc*grr~~~r;~tion, d e ~ c ~ n d c < ~ ~ t  11po11 
the footl of t l~c  gospel, ~~resuppc~ses 111nt that 
nr\v 1n;ul iz dr(-32y crei~ted. 

.r'he (luestior~ ol  the I~i~sis for t l~e  bal~tisni 
elf infants is son~etl~irig c.Lsc%. \\lc. sl~nll I~itvc 
opl~ortunity to disc~~ss this again in >onics 
f u t ~ ~ r c  ztrticlt.. 'l'ht. vie\\, of I\uypc,r, tlri~t the- 
\)aptism of i~~fan ts  re-st.; ilpon the I~usis of pre- 
supposctl rc.ge~~eration, is wrong. l lis ide:i 
u:ac that wc I I ~ I I S ~  l>rebs~~l~l)ost. that all cl~ilclrer~ 
born of helie\-itig pare.nts itre rcgc~rcn~trtl, 
and that thcrc.fc~rr, on  this presul~position \vcs 
1n11st hirptizc. tl11.m. But this rests the trutll 
of infant baptis~n ul,on it figlnc.nt of lhv im- 
agin~~tiorr \vhiclt is obviously contrary to 
Scriptnrc.. 'l'hr Clrt~~-chc~s of tile! Si.cr3ssio11 
rather 1nnint;linc;d tli;rt the, h;~sis for t l ~ e  Imp- 
tisrl~ of infants is the pronlise of tlre co\,ennnt, 
nan~rly that Gotl \vill est;~blish l lis covr~~iunt 
in t l ~ c  lil~cs of cor~ti~rurd generations. This is 
surely correc!. 011r Churc11t.s maintailled this 
in tltc fury ; ~ n d  strife, of th(. contrc~\,ersy of 
19.53 antl precetlir~g years. Yet \ve 111nst re- 
rnerl~l~er tliat tl~c.sc- slmme Churches of the 
Sect-ssion 1;ltt.r o n  czlmr to 111r p~sition tl~at 
this pronrise of tlre cownant a.as for ; d  that 
\vercs baptized iu~d was therefore also con- 
clitional. This is incvrrert, 

These differences in doctrir~c. mi~de the 
111arri;ige il forcctl one ant1 an unl~appy union. 
The Secc.ssio~~ Churches u7rre k ~ ~ o \ r i ~  ns the 
.A-Ch~uchc~s; the Churcl~rs that left tlre State 
Churcl~ \vitli Kuypc:r were callocl the 13- 

Cht~rchrr. Ant1 al tho~~gh t11r.w churchcu 01 ten 
cxistcd \ide by side, ant1 for~nally Ixlongecl 
to the salne t!enomnination. ministers from one 
groilp \vexes not allo\vetl to prtbi~ch for the 
othclr group. Sor \x-o~tld a rne~nber of ;I strong 
A-Cl~urch bc seen for the life of l ~ i ~ n  in a 
B-Churc.11: n~id vier vrrsa. 'The. clia~>utt. be- 
t\\-een f I l ~ b 1 2  op1)nlring \.iews wits loud ;rnd 
Iring:' 

;\ dcsprr;~te 1.ffort \v;w rnatlc to 11ri11g 
greater unity arrd 11;mnony \\<thin the lie- 
fom~rd Churcl~ : I I I ~  remove these ciiflcrences. 
'Ihe climax of this effort was reachetl at the 
S>nod of Utrecht in 1905 where the Chllrch 
;~doptecl certain decisions that have I)cconlc 
kno\r,n ;IS t l ~ c -  "Conclusio~w of Utrc-cl~t". l'l~ese 
tleciiions may be su~nmnrhetl a follows: 

1. Our creculal standartls ;Ire infralnp- 
sarian, hut tl11. Sy~rotl of Ilort did not I)i~r 
~u~>rali~psi~rianis~~l. Accusations of hrre.sy 
must be :c\.oitled, in preaching ant1 cirte- 
ch~.tic;tl i n s t r ~ ~ c t i o ~ ~  the' Standartls 111ust 11c 
follo\\.t~l, ;~nd  thr derp p r o b l e ~ ~ ~ s  involvcd 
in the dis1)~~tr*s I ~ I I S ~  not h? obtntdc.cI upon 
thc Cl~i~rch. 

2. Justiiication from chternity is not nicbrl- 
tioned in the Stzlndards. hut t11c.y ;rnd 
Scripillre know of ;ln ol>jectivr jtrstification 
\calcd 1,y Christ's rc.s~~rrection nest to juhti- 
fication I,y faith. Neithcr the ettamal surety- 
\Iiip of Cl~riht for I lis thc t  nor the c lcn~;~~~t l  
of faith for j~~stifiration in the court of 
conscit.~lce may b e .  dighted. 

3. Ilcgc*~~rr;~tior~ Inay properly 1)~. qt~itli- 
fid ah imlndi;~te in the sense that it i\ not 
~vrought hy the \\'ord or the sacra~nenl as 
such I , I I ~  I)y tile omnipotrnt oper.~tion of 
the. Holy Spirit. But th~..w two art. not to be 
s.par;~tetl since t f ~ c s  go\pc-I is the powrr of 
Cod unto sirl\~:~tion for i~ll  tvho Ilelirve. 'l'he 
Standztrdh arc. siltant on the manner in 
\vhich reg(-neri~tiot~ is \ \ T ~ I I ~ I ~  in infants, 
ant1 God'> \Vord i~ffords rro 11:~sis for ;In 
ans\vvr to the rluestior~ \\fhethc*r regencsra- 
tlnn occurs d.;o apiirt fronl prc.;~ching, par- 
tic~~larly in thr pi~g;~n \vorltl. 

-8. Covenant children arc- to be viewed 
a; rcge~~c.r;itr 1111til the contrary appears. 
Their l~al,tisnl, ho\vever, is not based on 
tllc.ir rc~gencration I~u t  on Cod's command 

'In a way. ~ h i ~  was n splr~~did time to live - splendid 
;II least froru the point of \ ~ c H '  thnt thi5e doctril~nl 
qnestions were not only discasscd in religious pcricxli- 
cals, hut among thr la3mm. The cantnon n~en~hcrs 
of thc Chr~rch tmk n re111 intrrc5t in them. Sac1 to 
sit)-. t ~ d a y  the lav p~vp l~ .  of the Church have lost 
their interist in doctrinal ~natters nnd often do not 
tB\*rn know \ohat thc-sc. doctrines arc d nbo~tl. mnch 
less being interrsted in disr-ussing nnd debating thcm. 
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ant1 pron~ise. Sirl~v not all who arc. of 
lsrllel arc Israc.1, preachers n~ust  (.short 
to serious self-ex~~niination, since only they 
\vllo belitave antl arc- baptized sll;ill 
saved. S'vc~rthelc~ss baptism sijinific.~ ~ u ~ d  
seab the gifts of justification end rc.nt.wal 
to our cl~ildren. Elect infants the Ilo!y 
Spirit rrgeneratc-s as l ie  plc.i~ses I,c!lorc, 
during, or after their baptism." 
In ;I sense these d~visions \verc3 c o ~ i ~ ~ r o ~ i ~ i s c  

decisions tv ing  to hold on to both sides 
\\itllr~r~t offcanding (either. Kor tlo they rr~~lly 
get to the Ilc.;ut of the tli~pute. Nrverthc.less, 
in ge~~cral, these Conclusions inore strol~gly 
supportrd tht- Iustoric~tlly Iirforn~ctl  los sit ion 
than anything else. 

After tllrse conclusions werc. atloptrd, 
evrry effort \vas made to sq~~c.lch f~lrther 
dcbatr. 

nnt the disputl- ~ o u l c l  not lie- C ~ O W I I  ;III(I  
die. 

In 19-12 tlie B-Chi1rclrc.s felt thenlsc~lve\ 
stmng enough to insist that the Concl115i011s 
of Utr t r l~t  had actr~;illy been in their favor. 
Thry interpreted tl~c.\e Conclttsions to tllc3.ln 
that their vie\\-s sverc- sustnined by that Symtl 
ant1 the views of Iiuyper and his followers 
imndctrnnid. Escept wit11 respect to point 4, 
in wllich point there is jrlstifici~tion for tllcir 
contention, this insistencr req~~irc~tl col~sidcr- 
able itnagiri;~tion stretching ant1 wvorcl twist- 
ing. I h t  a htmgglt. followed in wl~iclr mu1y 
nlinistc.rs ant1 inrlsistorics werc* uncrrczmoni- 
ously and rven inlpropcrly tlcposecl fro111 
officc. Tlic rc~sult \vas tllc forr~~:~tion of thc. 
so-c;~lled "1,ilwrated Churches" in the Sc.ther- 
lantlh untlc-r the Iri~dership of 1)r. I.;. Scl~ilclc~r 
who tlicrl a frw ycitrs ago. This sl)lit protlucc.tl 
t\vo Iirfomltd Cl111rcht.s in the Ncthi.rlitnds 
wvhiclr esbt till today. It was wit11 the I .il]rr- 
ated Cllurcllcs that our Protrst;tnt Rrfor~necl 
Churches li;~vr hat1 sonle ~wntact. 

. in interrsting footnott* to this history Il l i i ) r  

not 1w amiss. In n S c ~ n t  i<sues,of the Cl~urcl~ 
papers in the Setlrc.rlands, therc is evitlc!ncc. 
of the fact that the Libec~ted Cllurchcs stxntl 
on the brink of anothcvr split. One \ \ r i t ~ r  
baldly s ta t r :  "In t l ~ e  Scthrrl;tnds 1111ot11er 
church split is at hand. In fact, it is i~lrracly 
in the making. One nlnst rnnlc. to tl~is silt1 
c~nclnsion when he has follou,rd the recent 
happening* at thr gener;tl s?notl of ~ I I L ~  I,il~c.r- 
ated Churchcs in Rottercl;un-D(~lfsl1i1v~~1i . . ." 
--- 
JQllor~d from Dr. H. K r o n ~ ~ ~ ~ i n g a ' s  book: "'I'lit* Chris- 
tiar~ Rclornltxl Tradi:ionP' pl,. 1-78 n u r l  12'1. 
'Cf. IIIV artida in the ~rl; I issue of ".qr SIr~cdanl 
Bearer". 

Altlrou& the issu~iss are not ycrt clearly be- 
fore me, it seems that tlle question is one of 
ret~~rning to (or at Ic*ast stcking contact with ) 
tht. Iiefonncrf Cl~~uclies from which the 
Lil,c.r;~ted split in 1942. Sorno want to havv 
this cniitact; othcrs do not. B I I ~  nlorc basi- 
cally, the issue i\ e\idently one. of tlre tnlct 
and tlie false church - an issue that has somr- 
\'hiit plagued the. Liber;ltecl Cl1urchc.5 fro111 
the I)(.ginning of their Ilistory. Arcd thc \vritcr 
of thc above. article emphati~tlly a a e r t s  that 
the issues citr~ bt. traced back vrr?. clc.arly to 
thv l~asic cluestiot~s of t11r Seccsssion and the. 
split of the "Dokrende Kerken" under Dr. 
Kt~v~~c-r,~; . . 

:I rc.\\. ir~nclusions arc in ortler. 
111 the firht placc., thro~tgh rc.formation ant1 

secc.ssion tllr trutll of God's Word was pre- 
senrd  in tlie Hefonned Churches. Sot thc 
Skit~! C1111rch any longrr, Ijut t l ~ r  Refomietl 
Churches c;irried on the Ircritilgc! of the Refor- 
~iiation. 

Srroiidly, thc clefense of t hr. tru tli pro- 
dr~cc.d mimy important c l~ \ -e lo~~~r~ents  in doc- 
tri~rc.. Sucl~ truths as the doctrinc of the* 
invi.nant, of sovereign salvation. of infant 
bapti.\m, were chrified ond tlc~vc~lopecl. This 
is ;ll\vays the fruit of controversy and Refor- 
mation. For Got1 11sl.s the str~~ggles of thv 
C1111rr.h t c ~  protlutc grt.:~tt.r i~riglit  illto then 
mtth of Ilk \\'ord. The Iristory \vhich \\re- 
recorded ih no e\ccption. 

'I'hirdly, thr real stream of Hrfom~rtl 
thought Iro\rever soot1 left thc, Se:l~rrlantl\ 
alttl came to .;imc.rica. This is 11ot to sit)- that 
dierr are not still today thoue in tlie \ether- 
land\ \\-llo are it~tere.stc.tl in nli~intaining thtb 
truth. I3ut it is to \ay (;tnd it must he saitl 
emphatic;~lly) that the tlenon~inations in the* 
Sethc.rlanels \vhicli \vcrcS oncc4 the n ~ i ~ i n  lint* 
oi tlefemc. again\t ernlr arc-, to a greater 
or I(.sser clc-gree, no longer so. 

l'l~is is conc lus ivv ly  shown 11y recent 
history. T l ~ e  Liln.mted Churchcs have snc- 
C I I I I I ~ I ~ ~  to tlie cerrors of a gc~~eral  ;inti con- 
ditional pr0nu.w - a \.ic\\* that was implicit 
ill thrir s t i~ r~d  from the time of the Strcssiorl 
on\v;ird; n vie\\. that wils condrmnc.d by onr 
o\\.n Chnrches in 193;  a vie\\. which is notll- 
illg Imt i~nother \wy to i~ltrotl~tcr Anninian- 
isnr into the Church by bringing it into thc. 
cclvc-nuit. 

Tile Hrl'orn~rd Churches on the othcsr hand, 
ha\,e p ) w n  progressively worse with the. 
passi~~g of tinie. Bartl~ianisn~ has had tre- 
nic*ndous influence. Evolntionism has a fir111 
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apprc~nch, hi\ coniproniising message, and 
bombastic drli\een- c;~lc~tlatrtl to Hi1tt1.r thc 
n~ajority of l~is  auclitors, mily gain followers 
for thc liberal lJrt):estant cht~rches, or for the 
liberiil Roman Catholic church~ts. For Iris and 
their I'elagii~~listn arc! practieitlly iclcw(ical. 
But 1e.t a tn~c. minister of the Gospel, it11 ad- 
\,oci~tc. of elcrtion prc-aching, faithfully rs- 
pound this doctrine, ;~t~cl he will tlismvc+r that 
this is the preaching whiclr separntc~s tllc 
sht-el, from tl~c- goah. It harl this effect when 
Jesus proclai~nrd this h ~ t h .  [;or wllcw I I(: 
1~re;lchcul that "no m;ln c-an come unto \le, 
except the F;ttlter. . . tlr;~w h i ~ l ~ "  (JII. (5:-M), 
"ri~any . . . w l ~ r n  tI1i.y h;~d hc.i~rd i;i;::, saitl, 
'This is an hard saying! . . . I:ronr that titnr 
they \vent bitck and wallred no moreb wit11 
lhil" (6:60, 66). \Vl~c!~l Hc. 11:td prcsarhecl 
that "rnany lelwrs \\.ere in Isr:~cl in thc* ti~:ie 
of Elisha the pn~phet . . . noncs of t h c . ~ ~ ~  w s  
cleitt~\c.tl, sa\ving ? ~ : ~ ; I I I I ; I I ~  tlrc. Syrii~~r," [.[is 
hearer\ \\.ere filled wit11 \rratli ;it well prc.:rch- 
ing, ;uid attotl~pted to ~ ~ ~ u r d e r  I Iini by lorcinp 
Hi111 over ;I precipiw. The pc~int ;Ire en- 
dc.ivoring to makc 11c.re is th.~t altho~~gli not 
all \vho profess to In. "C:tlvinists" or "Re- 
for~ncd" in t hrology can I,r s;~itl to 111:u1il c ~ t  
in the-ir L Y ) I I ~ I I C ~  the life of r~y,y-ner;~tion. yrt 
it is ;tlm h t t .  that t11c.v w l ~ o  ~nntinl~t.  to on- 
post* or ref1131. llie truth of prc~tlesti~li~li~)~~ i11.c: 
not entitlcvl to the nilnlr of Christi;u~. , 

'171is is also one of the most neglrctc-cl doc- 
trintas. not I)c-c;~l~se it l ~ a s  no pro~ni~lr~l l  pl:~cca 
in the. Scripturr.; tlu. opposite is the fact. But 
there ;we "e\,;~ngelicnl~" imd "Bible bc4ic.vers," 
as t11c.y like to be kr~o\vn, who give. tl~is trlltll 
a \vide berth, regard it \\,it11 s~tsl)iciot~.  id 
suppose it to be ~~t tc r ly  inmnsistet~t with 
"mission,u). zeal." 'l'l~is may I)e tlrtc: to I l ~ c ~ i r  
inadc.cluate training. The rnajorih of scwi- 
nari1.s do not teach it, the "Uii)lt. scl~oals" 
nevcr did, ic~lcl fe\v 11;1vc. ever i~~~prrcii~tocl itr 
fimtli~mental importance. Othcrs, of the. libel.- 
at c;ilnp, ant1 their Im~in-w;~shrd following, 
dt$trst the pre;lching whicl~ advn~~ec:s th~ .  
glow of God 'and al)i~ses thr. pridr of Inan. 
.\1;1ny more, however. drop this truth, cer- 
t;iinly not in t l ~ r  intcbrrst of I~eing right, but 
ia Iping pop~~l;u.  T11c.y know it, intelle~ctuall!~ 
assent to it, or shrug it off with, "\\!11y tlinl's 
just ;I rehashing of the Canons of Uort!" '1'llt:y 
make no use of thr truth, ancl do notl~ing to 
ex1m1111d or spread it. They 11;tve ollt3 ear to 
the gro~lntl ;~nd  one finger in the air. They 
know current opinion, even hctter tlliun they 
kno\v Scriphtre, and, arxwrdingly, prcsfvr to 

give tht* people what they think they \v;~nt. 
Still, ncither ignoranct., prejudice! nor entnih7 
sl~all ewer prrvail agait~st this truth, or di- 
~ninisl~ its wc-ightiness. 

2. Its Origiil 
Rroiitlly spraking, thc tritth I)c.forr us is the 

cloetrinc. of 1irc.tl1.stin;rtio11, a tllorc. cotupre- 
I~ensivc. trnn t11;tn election, for the fornier i* 
in t\vo p;~rts, its positive brancl~ being elec- 
tion itscblf, aticl its xic*gnti\.e I>r:cnch being 
rrprob;~tion. l'lrrre ih 110 election \\,ithout 
rc.prob;~tion, ~lot\vithstandi~lg cctrtain Pri~ni- 
ti\.e H;~ptists i~ntl Plymouth Brc*thrc%11 to the 
contrary. They put it this \wy: "An elc~tion 
of S ~ I I I I .  to life tloes not imply ;III election of 
sotne to deirtl~." (The 13ihIe Uoctril~e of I-lee- 
tion, 'i'. P. Si~tlalons, B;cpt. Bil)lra h: Bk. Mce, 
Ashlancl, Ky., 11. 3). 'l'his is, for one thing, 
sornewl~i~t niisl~.;~cIing. For clt.etion is I I I I ~ O  

.uilcntion, never ~luto clc-ath. But rlection ini- 
p1ic.s rcprobntior~, as a choice suggests ;I re- 
Trlsnl. I I I  the etc.t~ial c,o~~nscl nl' C:ocl, tllc. I.orc1 
ordains some to eternal lifr (Ac. 13:48), and 
others Ile orcl~~ins to rtc-ma1 eoncletiini~tio~~ 
(Jixtlc* -1). I:~rrthrr proof of tllis we h i ~ ~ t  i11 
I'sdn 73, "Ilc. refnsc.tl the ti~lwn~aclc of 
Jo\epll. and chore not the tribe of Ephraini: 
I~rlt c*ltosc the. tribc. of J~ldah" (vv. 66, (57). 

Aciv~rcling lo this tltxtrinc~, ;IS \\.ell ex- 
I,ressc-tl in tl~t- \Vestminster Confession, "By 
the tl(.crc.c. of God, for the ~l~i~nifestation of 
Ilis glory. sotl~e men nnd angc-b arc. pre- 
tle.sti~~t.d unto c*\,rrlasting life, a ~ l d  others fore- 
ord;~it~c~tl to cvc-rlnsting tlrath," ( 1 'l'im. 5:.71; 
\It. 25:41; Ro. 9 :Ef ;  Eph. 1:51'; IJrov. l6:1). 
-l'l~is tl~.crre of God originated in His own 
soverc.ipn \\till. There is no princ.iple or po\ver 
outsitlr of God to nllc. Hirn. Tl~cre is no la\\' 
or C;IIIS~. to \\rl~icl~ H e  is sul~ject, save Ilis own 
Ivill. 'l'here is no dctc.nnini~~g or ~no\.ing 
potter otrtsidr the \\rill of God. In kecsping 
with this t n ~ t l ~ .  the c&ct have been "pre- 
clrsti~~irtc~d ;iccording to the (rstcmal) pur- 
posr of I-lim \\.l~o worketh 1111 things after 
the co~~nsel  of I Iis o\vr~ will" ( Eph. 1: 1 1 ). 

Tl~is tlecrt~c* of Gocl will bc found to reveal 
esperially t\vo of the tlivine itttributes. The 
deert.c~ itself, as seen nl)ove, is h\,o-folcl: it is 
unto l i f r  and unto dc-11th. It ;~lso has it two- 
fold c4f'ect: that of sitlvation, and that of 
roncIc.n~natio~~. So the tlecrec of God rrtani- 
fish l lis graccb to some, :rr~cl lIis justice to 
othcsrs. God drcrees thc* salvation of thr elect 
to the praise of the glory of Ilis grace. Cod 
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I ortlains t l ~ .  co~i t l (~n~n:~ t io~~ of tht. rtI>robati* 
for thr gloq of His 
(:ad's sevczrity, \\41ich 
vertctl to cn~elty. Cot1 
not all I l r  is. IIe is also 
i.vd not 11y goocl~~ess 
; I I(III~,  1 ~ 1 t  by bot11. His 
sr!parable. .-\bstr:ict t1ic111 ; I I I ~  Gotl is ~nadc  
to look n~c~nstrclr~s. See. a11 the rac(*ts of His 
I)c:ing ;tnd it will I)c i~npossil)lr to at.1. ill Ilun 
i~~lyt l~ing of injustice. 

Tl~cl pt~rposc~ of Gotl's cl(:crcc. is IIis o\vn 
glory. It is not only the chic4 cntl of Inan, hut 
the ultimi~te cbnd wliicll God lras in 111ind. 
'I'lrerc* is no highrr entl or 11url)osr t h a ~ ~  the 
glov of (;ocl. \\'hc*r~ \ve sny tl~at tllis is the 
cl~ief ~ ~ n d  of (:ocl ;inti Ill;rn, wc- tlo 11ot Illcall 
that theria are othcr, I>ut s1111ordi11;1te, cncls 
\vIiicl~ Gotl may h:~ve, or for \\~l~ich Inan may 
strive.. Thcre is only this ~ I I I ~ .  solc ( ~ I I c ~ .  Somt. 
tl~rolopjans thil~k of ccrtain 1essc.r c*~~ds, snch 
;IS. 1111. c;~rnit~g of tl~mporal support; thr. 
;~ctlnisitio~~ of kno\vletlge (ncitl~c!~ of \\~hicl~ 
~!t~c~ssnrily glorify Gotl); t111. gr;ttification of 
l i~ \vf~~l  ta,\tcs ( I n t  w l ~ i ~ t  arta I I L ~ T I I I  tastes? 
only thost. \vI~ich glorify Gotl!); ilnd thr 
f~~~th~.rancc. of the welfare- of socicah7 (but 
what is tllc \\~clf:lrc~ of srwirty? c~lrly that 
\vhicl~ glorifies God! ) . Thrreforc. \trtb untler- 
s!;~ncl tht. csprcssie~~~ "c1lic.f t811tl" to Inran 
"vxclusi\-e end," or as thv mc2t1-iral psi~ltrr 
II;IS it. onr "chief :uld ollly good." "The Lorti 
Il;~th matle all things for I-ii~~rs(~ll" (I'ro. 
18:4), for His o\v11 end. For fro111 Ilini and 
througli t l i~n itncl unto IIim :ire all tl~ingi 
( Iio. I I :3H ). Evean t l ~ c  good of Cocl's pt:opl~. 
i i  not n sc*cor~tlary end, but thtbir good is a 
: r ~ ~ c  good when it is 10 t11~ glory 01 Gocl. 

Election is tllc grctit f o u n t ; ~ i ~ ~  ~ I I I  I I I  which 
f l ~ ~ w s  cvery sa\.ing gootl. The sourccb of that 
f o ~ ~ n t a i i ~  is t l ~ c  so\'c.rtrign will of tl~ch t r i~~tie  
Gocl. \\re say "triune Cod," beeituse 1111 tllrw 
ln~rstn~sof the trinity arc. in\.olvc*tl. 'r1lc.y art: 
of thtb same or~c tlivinc. cssc-nets, ll~rcl hnve 
lint oni. Ivill. "1.1~ (the triune- God) is in one 
I I I : I I ~ ,  i~ntl who call turn Ilim? itnrl wh:~t<o- 
cBvcr I lis soul tlrsirctth (wills) cbvell that I-fr 
tloeth!" (Job 23: 13). \\'hat Gotl \\ills to tlo. 
I t ?  docs (lo. The \\rill of God is not :I mere 
p:~rt of His divine nature, nor ;I mert. o1,jt.c- 
tivc ellrct of His cl'lc.r~~~i~~ation, b ~ ~ t  "thc tvill 
of Cotl is the living Gorl IIi~nself willing." 

\\'hilt, then, we 1n;ty sit>- of Gotl's will, 
rn;iy sicy also of clivi~~c. cnlcction. 'l'liat is, C(~cl's 
will is immutable. So is c=lection. Cot1 never 
chi~ngi~s His \\,ill, althougli 11th does \ \ i l l  

chalt~e. I lis w;ll is on(*. a ~ ~ t l  none can divi.rt 
Ilim from it. \\'it11 H~II I ,  i r ~  His bring, tlrort- 
is no variatio~~, nor shade\\, c n ~ t  by t~ l r~ l i~ lg  
(Jas. 1: 17). 1 ti< \\fill i \  eternal. for the \\'or11 
q~eaks of "Ilis rtern;il purpose \vhicli Ht. 
pltrposetl in Christ" ( Epl~. 3: 11 ). That His 
\\rill :u~tl puq>osc. arc practicdly synonylilotl\ 
i i  plain from Eph. 1:s. 9, 11, \vhc.re to br 
l~redcsti~~;ited nrn~rcli~lg to the good plec~sure 
of Hi3 tcill is itgain expressed in thesc: wortls. 
"being prcdestinati4 ncvnrcling to the prrrllose 
of Him." AL$o whtw \ire rei~d of the rcveiiling 
of His will ;tccortling to lIis good plei~hurc. 
whicll IIr has ~~rrr)~osct/ in l ib~sclf,  this is no1 
fund;~mer~tally dilferent from preortli~i~~i~lg 
;tccnrdulg to the ptrrpose of IIinl \\rho \vorketh 
;111 things iilter the counsel of His own will. 

Cod's \\.ill is t h ~  o111y al~solutcly frcc will, 
sovereignly free. That  nus st be c111itc. e\,ident 
fro111 the pc~ssilge just referred to, in b:l)hesia~~r 
1. Cod's will is absolutely free in the sl>hercb 
of nature. He was not h ~ u n d  to create. Hr 
could tlo so, or not, ;IS Hc. chow. Siuct: Ilc. 
cl~osr to crratc., Ile \V;IS pcrfectl)- frcr to tlo 
so \\,henrvcr I le plensed, earlier or later than 
Ile did. Bot since \\that God ditl clo \V:IS tht: 
vcsr). Iwqt of :dl l>ossibilitit~i, t11c.n thrre \\'as 
no other time, to creatc. th:~n \\'l~en 1.1~ ditl. 
I le certainly may have 111adc. the earth slll:tUer 
or larger than it is. 'l'hat Hc. made it the size 
it is, \v;ls o~tly I)cc;~l~sr tlxtt \bras the best. Lo 
otlier detcnl~ination in this regard could 
11:1vr Ileen better. But in making His rlthter- 
 inati at ions He \vas influc*ncc-tl by no consitler- 
ations outside of I limsclf. That Gotl should 
have ~naclt. the. wl~olr ~~~li\*crs;rl ortler "\,cry 
gtmd," and thc.11 should have orrlaint-d sin to 
co~ne into the \vorltl, w'ts not only all sc~ttletl 
11y Gocfs tlecrc.c, 1>11t \v;is also for the* best of 
things. He cvuld have n~ade  a \\~orld \vithou: 
sill, ant1 it is tliffic~~lt, if not impossible. for 
curnil cyr to sc.r th;~t  any other kind of \vorltl 
coa1:l possibly IIe for tl~c. bwt. But tire rr;tkon 
\vhy C:od created ilnd the11 ortleretl sin into 
tht. ~vorld is only to 1x ascribed to Hi\ o\vn 
i~~tlisp~~tal>le \\,ill. 'l'hcb~r tlivir~c. r1t.ctio11 is 
soverc.ibm and free. Xo~le \viw His co~~nscllor 
( Itom. 11  :34 ) to aclvise 1Iin1 ho\v to form IIis 
pt~rpozc nccordi~~g to c4rctio1r ( 9: 11 ) .  In IIis 
t l r~em~inatr  cvun.sc.l and forekno\vlcdgc Hr 
tlt*crrcd in ;tb~olutt* ~o\~c~rei&mh. "I \r7il 11at.e 
nlcarcy on \ \~hon~ I 11avr n~crcy! culd I will 11i1vc 
c~)mpossion or1 \\.l~om I h;we ~om~~assion!" 
(!):15). 11 it11 csnlcrge.\ fro111 C:od's eternal 
good I~leasc~re ( Ep11. 1 :4, 5, 9, 11 ). 

( 7'0 IJ~,  cot~ti~itrerf, D.1'. ) 
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REV. G. V A N  BAREN 

1)nniel 1:8 "But Daniel ptrrlwsed it1 his l~eart that he rcotill not defile 11imsc.lf tcitl~ the portion 
o j  the kittg'.~ t~~e(rt, Itor tcitjt th~,  tcirte t~d~iclt Itc clr(~~~/i. . . ." 

DARE TO BE A DANIEL? 

\\'hat an c.xtrenlely sitl occasion it u~s!  
Thous:~ntls of Jrldah \\,err carric*tl fro111 thrir 
I~omes and fricands to be titken t o  :I forcigi~ 
land. Sorro\\, must liare filled their I~earts. 
That oltl honlc. nliglrt ne\,csr I I ~  scselr it~:lii~! 
That far~iiliar plot of ground in \vhich \\pork- 
\rforn hands hilt1 toi11.d for many years, with 
nidely taken from them. Friends, wit11 \vho~r~ 
t11c.y livc.tl for their lifetimes, were sel)arntecl 
- nc\rr to set* each othrr ngiti~~. 

Rut, for thc. God-fearing Jc\\,, the worst 
\v;is to I>t. taken fro111 the li~ttd of ~)ron~isc? and 
from tltr tenlple of Go<l at Jerusalem. The 
tcbmple was the plnce \\,here worshil, iintl 
tl~nnksgiving \\;ere offered to Jellorah. It was 
the sign of I-Iis prescncr. 'Tlie ark was tllorc 
\vith its ~nercy-seat cuveri~~g the I;I\v ol' Gocl. 
Tl~c: temple \vns thr place* of I)lc.ssings; of 
hope; of prnisc. To lw sc.l>or;ltc~tl fro111 that 
was to be tom fro111 the vvn  place of Gotl's 
f;~vor. No \vondrr the faithful Jew g~.ievc:tl; 
no t\,oncler hc hung his hiup upon :I \villow 
;~nrl rrf~rsed the rccluest of his rudr vilptors 
to sing Zion's songs. Ilo\v cuultl he sing in 
sc-paration from the favor of God? I-Iow 
co~lld 11c sing \\,it11 that ;lwarelless of' ht~arl 
that the very transgression of Judnh culnii- 
natrt! in this captivib Lec;ulsr of thtb wratlt 
of God? 

Daniel and his three friends were itti~ong 
thr captives tnkrn from J11did1. B I I ~  they were 

not tre'ttc-d ;I, orclioary c:lptives. Taken to 
the. king', pal;~cr, thc.y wen- taught all the 
learning ot the Cl~aldcans. I'or the A5ng had 
cn~~ln~andt.d that elloice Jesvs, men well 
la\,orrd i ~ ~ l d  skilful i l l  all wistlo~l~. anrl cun- 

scit,~ice, \voulcl he t;~kc.n i111d prc:parctl to 
stil~ltl in his prr\ence. Cert:~inly their "lot" 
apl>cared to he a g w 1  one. Thc~ king mm- 
rn:~t~dc~d 111nt t111.y wo~tld bc fed \\-ith thc best 
of t l ~ r  Iniltl, of the nlc-at of the king's table. 
Fol. tltret. !'ears they ~\foultl I)e lil~tght in the 
larig~tage ;tnd knowledge of the Chaldc*ans. 
\ \ ' l~o cot~ltl co~nplain ;~hout st~ch "captivity'" 
Oncr \\or~ltl appcaar to he the fool to endanger 
this "c;lpti\-ity" in an)- nay. \\'hy not tsnjoy 
orr~:s self i~nd n~itkr t l ~ c  bc%t of tht. prc.srut 
opporhinities? 

Hut D.11ut.1 n-fused to tlc.file I~i~tbelf. IIe 
rc~t~itined faitl~ful u.itho11t fear of cnmc- 
qtlcsnces. Iiis n;une hirtl alrci~cly been changed 
to "Beltcsh,uz;~r." Though \ve rc.;~d nothing 
of Danic-1's rt.;lction to this, it o u l d  Iiardly 
h;t\*e plri~srtl this sennnt of the Lord. The 
nallte is ;I derivative of "nt.1" the! Ch;tldean 
gnrl. That \\-.us :I rather dri~stic change from 
his nameb I1anic.l (n~e;~ning: Gocl \+.ill j~~t lge) .  

I3ut I)aniel reh1sc.s thc food set befort- 
Ili111. Politrly he recl~trsts t l~e  cunuch to kcrp 
it from hi~n. For Daniel hntl puqxrsed in his 
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hc*iirt not to defilc I~L~lscalf. \\'hat ;I strange 
young man, \\.as he not? \ire nlighl csven 
chide 1)anirl for his r;~shnc*ss. Atlmittctlly, 
tllcre might IIe so111c~ irrc.glilarities ;~ccorciing 
to thr Jrwisl~ la\v in the! prcy)aratio~~ of t l ~ c  
food set brforr Daniel. Rut itftrr all, it was 
or~ly footl. 'So rt.f~lst* the. will of thrt king in 
s11eh an app;~rently minor rn;ittcAr not onlj. 
r~~tlangc*red Ilar~irl's position Ilut :tho his 
very lift.. \\'as it c-ve11 right to rntla~lgrr a 
potrnti~~l infl~~c!nti:~l posiliou i l l  thr* court of 
the king for ;I piecc. of meat? Surely, untler 
tho circ~~rnst;u~ces, Gotl \vill also escllse 
Ilaniel itnd the. thrc~c~ friends from ~ 1 1 t h  strict 
ol)sm,;~rlcc of I.Iis I;I\v. 

Rut sclch rcasor~ing would l>r false. \\'e 
I I I I I S ~  c~~~derst i~nd first of i~l l  tllc. i1ltt811t of the 
king. Hc uas not simply kir~dly providi~~g 
cd~~cation for poor IIIQ-s wl~o  c o ~ ~ l d  rlot ot11c.r- 
wise afford it. Rather, his intcb~~tion was to 
sel~:~ratc. thew ca~~tives from their old con- 
nec:ions itnd III;I~-e of the~n Chi~ldrans. It \vas 
his very intent to lri~tl t h r n ~  fro111 thc worship 
of tllr~ living Cod, from the I;~ws of Gotl ;I\ 

rcvealrd to \loses. und n~akr  them into Ilis 
own irnitge. 'l'llilt I>c*co~nc-s so v r n  plain in 
his changing of the ninnes of Iliiniel and hi, 
thrcbe fricbnds. \Vhy tvrrc. not 111~ .  oltl nalncs 
accvpfalde? Simply I)ecitr~sr the. ~ O I I I I ~  mc.:l 
who arcb being trailled i l l  tlrr king's pitl:~ce 
arc. hrnct.forth to regard thenlscl\.es ;IS Cllitl- 
dc,ans. They ;ire to worship "l%cl", I I O  mr~rr* 
thc living Gotl. This Dani1.1 refr~srcl to do. 

111 thi~t light I I I I ~ ~  C;III ur~tlt:rst:~tttl \vhy 
D.1nirl rrfr~setl the king's meat ilnd wine. IIe 
~nu.ct S ~ O \ V  thi~t Ile c;~n r111t 1 ~ .  S I I ~ I I I I ~ S S ~ V ~  to 
the i n t e ~ ~ t  of the king ;uitl forget the promise. 
of Cod. llucll of the food fro~n tilt. king's 
tal~le \V;IS doc11)tlrssly "unclean". It \voultl be 
mri~t tll:ct thr Isra~litct \\.;IS forl~idcler~ to c:~t. 
Besides, it \ V ~ I S  custonlary to serve food first 
off(-rtrl in sacrifice to the. idols of tl~c. Ch:il- 
cie;~ns. S ~ ~ r e l y  that was t r ~ ~ e  for all t l~e  n~riit 
of "the king's tid)le." Rrfusi~l to pnrt:~kc of all 
this nieal~t that L)anir.l. Gotl's grace*, \vo~~lrI 
n~:~intain the I ; I ~  of God, tl~ough he \vas it1 i1 

stri~rlgt. I;~ntl. 1 . 1 ~  irltliratc.rl that hc lookcd 
yet fo; the fulfillment of pro~nise, for the 
coming of Christ - t h o ~ ~ g h  hr~~l~itnly sprak- 
ing that promise appca;ued impossil)lr of h ~ l -  
fill~ncnt since the ctq~tivit y. As tlicl h'loses of 
olcl. Danirl refr~sed to In. callrd thc king's 
"son", choosir~g rathrr to s11Ker ;~lRiction wit11 
the people of Gocl, than to enjoy tl~t. pleas- 
t1rc.s of sin for n sec~st~n. 

Dare to be it Danicbl? Dare to stantl alor~c? 

Iq nlany \rfays, our situation is si~nilar to tll;tt 
in ivllich 1lanic.l fol~nd hi~nself. \\'r I)elie\,c* 
that our I~ome-l:~nd is hea\,en - but \r.e artB 
presrntly sc.paratei1 fro111 that promisrtl lantl. 
So\\, \\,r livr on the earth. And every ;cttemgt 
is k i n g  miltle to I~ave us hecon~c* es;tablishetl 
I~prr. .-\ntl tl~r- clrivr to have. us in' more con- 
cemc.tl with the. esrtlrly ratl~rr th;ln tl11- 
I~~.a\~c.~ily, is tlirc.ctrcl prin~;~rily towartls flli* 
youth. There is the c-nlphasis upon mictcrial 
tlungc, earthly comfort\.. Tile goill of I I I ~ I I ~  i \  
so v c . ~  pliiidy set forth in k s  itdvertising. 
The i~ttempt is ~llnde lo I~avc. la tlccire ill1 tl~c. 
nrw nrodr~cts \vllich ;ire on the ~narkct. \\'c 
must become etl~~catc.tl, wc- must work tlili- 
gently - in ordtsr to obtain \vealth, ant1 that 
\\vhicl~ \ve,~lth c.u~ buj.. Union ant1 frllowul~il~ 
with the \vorld ic encor~ragtul, cncor~rag~~tl 
wen I I ~  Ic- i~t ln-c  \ \ l i t l~ i~~  thc. clr~~rch-world of 
our (lily. 

On,. is urged to imitate t l~c  prcarnt \\orlcl. 
Iti t).pe of clress 1111ist that which we I,c.gin 
to \veiir too. :\ I3catlc.-manii1 become.\ ccr.11 

even among Chrihan >oung people. T11i- 
cl~rrerlt hi t - t r~n~s are hun~~nrcl and cung. 
.\lovic. attentlancc. (\vllrther in thc theatre or 
on thc* honlc. television screen) appcan to he- 
c:)nlc an nccrpt;tl~lc for111 of entc*rtdnulent. 
\\'is live on the earth, tlon't \\re? Is thrrc. iuly- 
thing \\prollg \\it11 enjoying life? E\.c.ryonc. 
clre does. 
h vision arises in orlc.'s nlind. 1);tnirl sits 

 bout the tirblr of the. king. H v  sh~ffs hi5 
111outh with thr king' dc*filetl rrreat. The: 
king7s \\.inr spills upon the cloth as Ite hastily 
grabs for more of that nleat. IIis giiy lac~gltter 
joins t l~at  of all his con~panions a5 they I-njoy 
tllrir c;iptivity. 1 ~ - t  tht, olcl fogies 11;ing tl~cir 
l~arps on the \\.illo\v;- and mourn; yc~ith nlrl~t 
Ilavc its plcitsnre. 

But \v11;1t a I~orriblc* \.ision! I-lo\\, contrary 
to rei~lity - ris Ii~r as Ilaniel was conci.rnec1. 
Iloa. impossible, theu, for 11s to "go along." 
'The itgc. is one of rapidly declining mori~lity; 
sl)iriti~;~lity. true spiritui~lit)., seems unknown 
xlyrnore. But yet thrre :ur youthful Unnicls. 
By Gotl's grace these contirlue to renounce 
tl~is xvorld, tllough of necessity they livr here 
for a time. Yet there arc. those ( thor~gh how 
few) \vho \voulcl face the \\.r;tth of kings, the 
Iiiughtcr of "friends", the tnockc.ry of tlic 
\vorlti, persecution and even dmth - for they 
\\rill not bt: cullrtl "sons" of the \vorld. 'l'lley 
are sons of God for Jesus' s:tke. Cod so mn- 
tinues to presen.1- His Cllurcll fro111 gellura- 
tion to generation. Dare to be a Daniel? ' 
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Open Forunz 

111 ans\vc.r to your la\t letter to me, I \\.i:h 
to submit the f~~llo\vinfi. 

First. m n w n ~ i n g  rny objection to yollr use 
of the tenn, "gmup," yo11 \v-ritc.: "\\'h;it you 
s;~y here is very illaccurate. TIM! [act is that 
I spoke of group, not ;IS identical wit11 t l ~ r  
Christian Refonrlccl Church, but partic~~larly 
tlrr group that rrl;ii~itair~s tht- presc~~t d;~y 
Christian IIigh Scllools (see my first ;ilrs\ver 
to llr .  T l~ys  Ferrlstra, wherein this vrry itleu- 
tific:~tion is n~;~tl(- us srlch!-.April ixs~~r-, 13. 

6-7 )." 
Ho\vt.vc.r, 1 c;i~lr~ot I~i~m~onizc. this wit11 

your \\-ritings. 111 the Felm~ary issue of I3caaco11 
Lights, I';igc. 1, yo11 speak of "gro~rp" ;i$ refer- 
ring to t l ~ c  Chrihtian Hc.formrtl Ch~ucll. It is 
[ r ~ ~ i .  tklt you Ixgin that par;ipraph witti a 
re~frrcnct. to the. present day Chris t i ;~~~ higll 
\elloo1 (plraqe note tIl;it you place tllc' word 
"Christia~i' in qt~otatio~i marks; do yo11 nic.an 
111:tt thcsc. schools arc. not Cl~ris t i :~~~? I can- 
not endorse this psition ). I ~ I I ~ ,  later ill Lhe 
p;~r;~grapl~ yo11 sprak of churc l~c~~ as ;i grolip, 
a r~d  ;Ire rc.ft*rring lo the Clirisli;~~~ t i c ' -  
fon~ied Church. In~mecliately upon tlr;~t state- 
n~c~nt  yo11 spcitk of a grottp whicl~ c1iii111s tlic 
title of one \\,lionl t111.y don't kno\v, rivell 
(:l~rist. A I I ~  it sc.enls to mc t11;lt our rcsndrrs 
Ir;t\-r e\.cry riglit Lo nhstlrne tll;~t yo11 ;ire re- 
fc-rring to thr Christian lleforrncrl (:llurch 
\\hen yo11 usr t11r tmn. " ~ J - o I I ~ , "  lrerr. 111 thr 
r\l~ril i , s ~ ~ e  of 13c.:1con I.igl~ts, iu youl. ;lnswctr 
to 'f. Fcy~atra, you \\rilv, anel I rluotts: "Con- 
fcssnionally' here mean5 that tlle group rt:fcrrrecl 
to has, olficicllly 11s r r n  it~.>fif~rt(., c-spn~ssc.cL in 
;tnd as its credo, i.r. iLs cu,rlfessic~m, tloctrinc.h 
\vhiell ;Ire contrary to the \\:ord of Gocl." 
Isrother. tlris group wl~iclr has acloptt-tl tloc- 
trines th;it are contran to the \\'or(] of Cotl, 
 lust 11c- the Cllristiatl Hc4on11ctl Ch~~rcll.  I t  is 
that "gro~lp" th;~t has ;idoptc.tl tl11.5~ I~c:rt~sies. 
f l cnc~ ,  I cannot set ;In?- inacc~~rtrc). or1 my 
part. If you tlicl not Incs;ul tlrc C:hristi;u~ l-lc- 
forn~rrl Cllurcll I,ut p;utic~lli~rly tl~cs group 
that nlai~~tains the precbnt d;iy Christiiln High 
School.;, the11 yo11 certi~i~rly t l i t l  not i?sprrrss 
yo~trself v e n  clearly. Or, do you I I I ~ ~ I I I  tllnt 
\vt: may not cbxpet too luuch from thv group 
that miiintains tllcprescr~t day Cluisti;ui Hig11 
School, brr?~ust. that group is the Christian 

Iletc~rr~~c.d Cl~c~rdi?  
Stsc~ondly. you '~ltlorse Iny elcfinitio~~ of =.. instit~lte." )lily I mnclude this from whnt 

~ I I I I  write, a~rcl I quote: "1 follo\v your cfrfir~i- 
tion of thu institute, and the fi\+t.-foltl m;irli- 
fe\tiition. Unt, where dors tlie consideration 
of ils c:on[os~ion rl~tc.r? Thc ~ninistry of the 
\\nrtl ; u ~ d  its o6cial mnfession arc. not itlrn- 
tical, nrc tllt.y?" Do you bcslieve that Christ 
is I~l~*ssing Ilis p t ~ p l e  in the Christian Iie- 
fonl~c.tl Church through this i n s t i t ~ ~ t ~ ,  \\~hiclr 
incl~~clrs tlu. preaching of tire \\'ord? You 
hp:'l~k of she*cy~ in 1ll;it churcll, and write that 
they ;irr fccl within the irr$titute. This ni11st 
InCali that they art* fed, within t l~c .  illstih~tc. 
th ro~~gh thca preaching. So, Cllrist is hlessitig 
His bl~eep in the Cliristia~l Ilrforn~t~cl Chr~rch 
thro~~gh t11~ preaching of t l l c .  \%'urtl. It is for 
t11is reason t l~a t  \rycr c;irmot call tht. Chn'stian 
l<eft~r~ncrl Church the fdse church, and it is 
also for tl~ih reiison \vlty \vcl III:IY not dc-~ly 
t1i;it cliurcl~ thr title to the rl~anne of Chri,t. 

Tliirtlly. ho\vr\.cr, you write consistently irr 
your \\;ritings that Christ tlnes not blchs tht: 
ISS'I'ITUTE of thr Chri\ti;~n It c f orm rcl 
Ch~lrch. I Ililvc c;rl,it;llizetl thr wr~rd "i~wti- 
tlrtt." heciluac yo11 have done so. XIIH,, bro!l~er, 
I Imvc. ;~ttenl~>trd to ~lnderstand yollr position. 
I l)t~lic.\~e it is your 11ositic111 th;~t Christ clot..; 
bit-ss Ifis slit.c*p \\.ithin tilt. institute (IIt. i\: 
s~~l-c.lp hlrhsirrg t11e1l1 \\.hen He fccrls t1ii.m). 
1>11t Ilc tloes not I,ltss t11;11 INS'I'ITUrrI<. I 
assutllc that you nicnn tli;it tlic Christian lie- 
fo~ii~e~tl Churclr, hiiving ;~tloptrel tlle her(-sy 
of tlrc. Threu* Points, if it ri~ptSrlt not, is doomed 
to c.\ti~lct:o~~ i ~ s  a c1111rch of our L.ord Je\r~< 
CIirist. lint1 tlie history of the CIIII~CII teacI~c*s 
us thitt chr~rcl~es: tlo not repent. Tllat is ;ind 
;ilw;iys ha5 I,een 111y position. Does this nrean, 
lio\r~c.\~er, Illat the Cll r i s l i a 11 Refomred 
Church, as instih~tt. ;~nd  Confrs*ionally, is a 
pol111 not t-ntitlecl to the rltulle of Christ and 
th;~' it is thcrc.fore \r.lrolly f;~lse? 'l'his position 
is in~poa~blt-.  'I-0-1 \\*rite, i~nd I qi~ote: "l7or 
>.CIII i*\~idently belicve th;it the pnssil)ility exists 
for the Christian Ilcfonl~ecl Churclr to utterly 
deny Christ in thcair "Thrc-e Points" and yet 
conk-ss Hi111 in trl~tlr elst.where~ in their tloc- 
h.int.." Indcrd, that is rsactly my position. 
Ant1 I wish tlvat it were or be also your pori- 
tion. Institutionally and confessionally, the 
Christian Hefornicrl Church maintains the 

Fourteen BEACON LIGHTS 



Three Points p111.s ~ I I c .  Kefor~necl Confeshions. 
That is sinlply their stantl. 0, 1 k11o\v, i11lt1 
\vcS ;dl ngrcc, tlr;~t 1 I 1 i a  l'l~~-'e I'oints i~ rc  B 
denial of the. entirv trutl~ of tl~cb \Vord of 
Cod. 'l'l~osc. 'I'lirr-e I'oint~ s11re1y icfl'rct (o\.cbn 
pl~ase of the tr11tl1 of Script~~re. N o ~ ~ e i a ~ r o n g  
11s denic>s that. Konc. among 11s milint;iinh that 
L1.1c. C l ~ r i s t i : ~ ~  Hc.fountbcl Cl111rcl1 is conft:ssion- 
irUy pure. To teacl~ that s:~lvation is \vholly 
of Cotl urtl ~ I I ( * I I  to toilcI1 t l~ ;~ t  1,ord olfcrs 
i1is s;~l\,ation to all is, strictly spc.ithing, i n -  
~iossil)l~.. Of course it is! Al~tl, ulti~~~ntely, tlic 
Cliristiiu~ licformrtl Ch~~rclr  will never con- 
tinue to 111aint;1i11 both. . h d  this for the si~nple 
rr;lron tlrat tllc: onc8 i.sclu~l(-h th~ :  other. l311t 
it is si~irply ;I fact t l~at  botl~ are ~naint;~incd 
totl;~y in t11;1t church. TIN-y ha\~ch,. as ycbt, a 
"doul)lc~-track-theology." 1 listoric:~lly, tl~is is 
;~l\vays the c ~ s c .  \\'he11 n c1111rch tlc,part:. from 
t l~e trutl~, such tlrpartclre is ;~l\v:~ys vital. Hut 
tloes tfiis rne;ul thnt such a churcl~ \>~COIIICS, 
i11stit11tion;dIy i~nd ~ ~ ~ ~ f t ~ s s i ~ n a l l y ,  ilnmecliatc- 
Iy falsc? This .qotss tl~rougl~ ;I proccass of ti~nc. 
!:or a wl~ile they seek to ~ili~i~ltain 110th tri~clis. 
Ilut this ntten~pt is tlr)ornvtl to I'i~ilurc., ilntl 
tlris for the sin~ple rcilson thitt thc- Lord \rill 
1111: be n~ocketl. 'fhnt is nly positio~~, ant1 I do 
I I O ~  hcsit:~te to say tl~nt th;ct is gc.~~rmlly the? 
;,nsitior~ of our churclirs. 

Four:hly, i l l  !.our lctttrr  yo^^ \vritt. t l ~ i ~ l  I 
consider it str;tnge tI1;lt yo11, :d\\.:~ys Ix~ving 
11c.ld mc in hifill rstcv.111, csl>osc I l l y  \vriting 
for what it is. I do !lot und(.rst:irltl ho\v you 
tl:~red to write this, Brother, you may criticize 
Ialrx at wiU. B I I ~  this I conitlc,~ sl~.;~n,ar thnt 
 yo!^, al\v;~ys having I~c*ld nit. in 11igI1 estcScm, 
sl1o111tl i~ll~~lcxliiitel!., 1111011 illy first 1ettc.r to 
you, accuse I I I ~  of poiso~~ing your pen, anti 
that yo11 draw ;I mock carici~h~re of me, ad- 
vising octr yo1111g pcoj>Ic tl~icl, \ ~ I I ( * I I  cIc*;~Iing 
\vith rnc., they must not fail to go to enrt11.s 
l*lltl. 

.4nd tl~is brings I ~ I I .  to 111y fi11i11 rerni~rk. 
I3rothrr, do >-nu belic.\.c that 1 trietl to poiso11 
>,our ~I:*II. I ear~~eslly tried to pr~ril'y it (op- 
11:1site of "poison"), or, to correct it. I t\o 
n:)t cart. to 11;1\te our yo1111g peol)lc! brlic-ve 
t l ~ ; ~ t  thca Cl~rislian Iichforn~c~tl CI~r~rcll is. as 
ir~rtitutc. ;~nd confessionally, not c.i)titled to 
t l ~ c *  II;IIIII. of Christ. :\nd, tlo you l)(.lic.ve that 
I ;tm 311cli a persou that oclr y o ~ ~ n g  people, 
\vl~cn tlt~;~ling wit11 IIIC!, milst not Iilil to go 
to c.i1rtl1's mtl? It nlily v c n  \r,rll 111% thnt the. 
\~aff of Beacor~ Liglrts may decidv th:lt this 
tliscnssio~i has gone 1';tr enough. 13111, as long 
as you ~ ~ ~ a i n t a i n  thest. charges agi~inst Inr, 

I :Issclrt. you that these are my conclr~ding 
remarks as f ; ~ r  as t l~is diqc~~s.sion is ~xmcorned. 
.\ntl. incitlr~~tall>-, \\ghrre have I i1c8~11stntl yo11 
of I~erc.<yf 

Frat~r~rally, 
He\-. 11. \'eklmau 

MAINTAINING CONFESSIONS? 

Dear Revertend \'c-ltlman: 

) - I J I I ~  rrl,l)~ Lo ~~~~tlrrs igned 's  "As 7'0 Coil- 

ics5-iaria" (IIclc. ICM3-i iswe) 11;~s brcn re- 
crivctl ;~nd  S I I O I I ~ ~  ;lppenr csarlier in thir issur. 
It i\ nl;idc ~n;~rlift..\t in this ans\ver \v11>1 yo11 
cl8tfc.r \\~itll nlc. on the matter at I~and. I be- 
lievr thnt tI1(8 crr1.v of this varia~~ci- is foc~r~tl 
in your affinni~tions found in >-our third point. 
!o \\-hicli I \\rill ;ultlress n~yarlf pr~.sently. 

Co~~cc-rning your first section, ho\vcvrr. 
\oilr statenic.~lt that I reftarred to the Chris- 
ti;m I~c~forn~i~il Ctn~rcll ;IS ;I group i r ~  ilself 
 nay not be in;iccurate. .-\llo\\. mr to -irltl the 
palm. That was no:, ho\vrver, your t l~n~st .  
Your thrust \\'its th;~t I spoke of thc?n~ "si~nply 
;is a group", i~nd  that in distinction  fro^^^ '.a> 
Churcl~". The. 110int ih, then, that I Iravr ncsvcsr 
maint;~ined that \vr must call thc.111 a "group" 
;~nd 110t "Clra~rch". 'Tliat is plainly forrign to 
;ill that I ha\v written. I i~sk again: to \\,hat 
purpose, to cbstablish \vh;~t. \vo~~ld this he 
(lone? 1 hnvc nevc-r misc-tl the point. And 
I have repeatedly refvrred to thew as 
"Church". I do not follo\v your 011jc.ction. 

Concerning your secontl section, I lloiiit 
out thnt in the quote of my writing \vhich 
yo11 st-1 fort11 here, therc. is a cluestion con- 
crrning the cnnfesbion of tile imtitute. ?'hcrt, 
after all, is the pi\wlal point of this whole 
tliscussion a ~ ~ c l  wc \\rill colnr to th:lt in your 
third point. Yes, you may cnnclude th;~t I 
c.ndorsc. your definition of institllte, i n  thi\ 
c:~se the Chrihtian Reforn~cd Cll~~rches. And 
concerning your folio\\-ing re111;trks in this 
section, yo11 ~~ndrrstirnd \\v.11 enough thitt I 
have agreed that \\thenc.vcr ant\ whrrrver 
God's people. are frtl, it is acconiI)lishrcl l ~ y  
oi through the* preaching of the \\'ord. Such 
can In. acco~~~plis l~rt l  in no other \vl~ilc 
i: is tht. privilege of Lhr s;~in!. to have tl~csc 
things [sunhintla-red. I3ut  yo^^ \\-ill not no\\. stay 
\\.it11 nly point. In the hpI1t.r~ of tllr Christiar~ 
Ilcfoni~cd Cl~urch, i t  takes ;I niinivter \\,l~o 
acts as ;I renrg;rde to the Cl~rbtkr~l Kcforn~rd 
cnnfcssior~s to preach the gospel of sal\;~tion 
in tn~th! Yo11 Illal- not like this, nor I,c.lieve 
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it, hilt 1 invite you to disprove it. Antl wl~y 
you then cont in~~e  to \\.rite, using thc i~bovc 
truth as basis (i.e. God fcccls his shcc.1) 
throng11 the preaching of thc \\'ord ) , that 
therefore \vr cannot call the Chris t i ;~~~ Re- 
fonllctl Churcl~ the "F;~lse church" is 111terly 
beyontl IIIY ~x~nlprehension. You arcb set to 
pmvc somethi~~g to n ~ c ,  remcvnber! And so 
no\\, I shall challengr you to show where, 
e\-en in one instancy, I have \o deno~ninatrd 
them. ~Iway  with your infererlces! 

Co~~cenling your third section, I ~ ~ ~ t ? ~ ~ t i o n e d  
earlier that I believe-tl that the crux of vari- 
ance in this tliscnssion is touchcd. 1I:d 1 
known that your position as set forth i l l  this 
wction of your tm\\.cr was as it is, t11i.s dis- 
ct~ssior~ coultl have cnded nruch cnrlier. I 
I~a\.e long sincv givc811 !nine ;und yo11 Imavl. 
comnrented itgainst it. .mow llle to reflect on 
)ours. 

Fir\t, 1 c~rtilinly agree with you t l ~ i ~ l  if is 
the stcrnd of the Christi;ln Hefommed Churcl~ 
that dlc!, moirltain botlr the three paints ant1 
the Tlrrile Fonns. That is a \ul]jectivc. clailrr 
~vhich they have m;~tle from 1924 to t11r 
prestZnt. 

Secondly, I certainly do agree wit11 the 
follo\ving of your renlnrks: 

1. "0, I kno\\., and \ve all agree, that thr 
Threc Points are i~ dt.ni;~l of tl~c* cnntirc! 
tr11tl1 of the \\Tord of God." 

2. ,"Those# Three Points allrely i~ffect 
e\*iary pphast. of the truth of Scriptr~l.'." 

3. "To teach that salvation is \\,holly o f  
Gml and then to teach that the Lortl offers 
His xal\.ation to all is. stricltly speitl;i~~g, i~n- 
postible." 

4. Fnrtllrr, yo11 say that the "one es- 
clutlc!s the other." 
Thirdly, I i~ni unal)le to cu~~nprche~~cl your 

statc.n~ent which follo~-s the ;tl,ove. Hcrc* you 
do not say that "it is their stirnil tlrot tl1c.y 
maintain. . . ."; rather. you state: " H I I ~  it is 
simply a fact that both arc n~aintainecl today 
in that church." Do you rc.i~lly rntkilll this? 
Let ~ n e  say that 1 disagree \~eht.n~gntly with 
\\*hat you asscsrt here! Clainrii~g to ~~r;~intain 
and crcttrall!l ~naintaining arc. two crltirc!ly dif- 
ferent matters. And I do not I)c~licve tllat the 
C l ~ \ t i a n  Reformed Church rrruir~taii~s the 
T1mrc.c. Fonns! 1 blievc*. as I stitted prc*viously, 
that they have rather cmm~ptc?d ant1 poll~itetl 
t h m ~  by imposing ;I god as scst fortlr in the 
T11rc.c. Points upon them. I>o not I~c.lievr, 
Reverend, that God can look at the 1,~nnc-r 
of the Christian Hefonned Church ar~d roo- 

sider th;~t it cx)nfesses tlim. when that very 
11:1n11er p roc l :~ i~~~s  to the. wliolc. worlcl that 
nlori, not God, i \  Gotl! 

Furthc.r, I (lo not Iwlieve th:rt it is true 
that your position, as you stntc:d, "is gcbrrer- 
irlly th(. position of ollr c l~~ir~l~c~s. ' '  

Brothcr \'rltlman, 1 maintain no charges 
ngai11.rt you. You krro\r, well t*nouglr ho\v I 
~ ~ s e d  t111. phr:r\c. "poison tllr I~r*n", 11;11nely 
that of injecting into I I I ~  writings mncvpts 
foreign to what they carrietl in thc~nsc.l\.es. 
'Thr ~n i~ t t r r  of going to "~~trtlr's entl" ap- 
pearcad to me as a c-n\cqnmcc. o f  my blr~nder 
of only giving one source. I maintain no 
charges, but I heart ant1 so111 clisagrcc \vith 
your I;~st rxpr-prc.ssed cmncept of tl~t. maintain- 
ing of their cvnfession I>y the Christian Re- 
fornictl Ch~~rches. 

I ~~sc-tl the term "l~rresy" as synonynlous 
with error, and i~rtcirch;rngably \\pith it. Or, as 
\\'ebstc*r has it: "an ~~northotlon doctrir~c. or 
opinion, c.spc~ially in religion." 1 1,elievc that 
it was gener;~lly so tirktw that you thuh char- 
actc~.izc.cl m)' position. 

I n  c~~nclusion, allow rile to si~y that Inany 
of ymllr remark.\ \vhic11 I hi~vt. quoted here 
; I I ~  with w11ic.h I agree. cor~cer~~ing t l ~ i r  con- 
fession. ilrr in rculib. so many fundanrental 
t~nderscnrings to this conunantl \\,hich \ve 
haw rccc.ivrd of Cod to teach 011r youth, ; I~SO 
our Hifill Schml-agrtl youth, in acmrtl \\it11 
His \\:ord. \Vhich is \\,hat I wns en1p11:lsiz- 
ing fro111 the I)c.ginning. 

Fr;iternally in the Lord. 
H. \\I. K~~ipc>r 

. . . all true. religion is God-cvnteretl. And 
this is tnnt only of t1r;it religiol~ that has its 
ulti~lri~tc sourcc* in God's rlectio~~. For it illone 
c~nft.ssc.s that Cod ix all. ; t ~ r t l  that nlen ii 

;~bsol~~tc.ly nothing. There remilills nothing for 
In;ill 111 I~oxst. All his o\vn gaoclr~c:ss, gootl\vill, 
\\.arks, religion, pieh, is cast into the clt~st a.; 
having no vi~lue before God. For \vc. are 
snvc.tl ;~ccording as \\,c ;Ire cl~oscn. And wr 
arc- cl~osrn, not becar~sc of any goodncass or 
\vi l l i~~~neas on our part, but solely beci~use it 
l>lr.osc.tl Got1 to distinguish 11s. and only by 
gracc.. Cod is all! \Vr bring notlli~lg to I*. 
IIe givcss 1111 to 11s. \Ye have nothing to Imast. 
Let Ili~n that glorieth, glory i l l  the Lord! 

Rev. 13. Hoc,ksen~a 
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vy. 10. :tnd tvllat tloc.s tllb ~ncan? \Vs 
it right for Jncoh to say this? 

g- \\'hy docs Esnu first dt*cline ant1 the11 
i~ftrr ill1 acccspt J21~ob.s proll'erc.il gift? 

11. Is theri. rul csvil ~notivc- on 1s:aa~1'\ part 
in his offer to "m I)c~fort~" Jaculh in 
tllcir propoartl rnnibi~~ccl trin~rl? 

i. Is there clihtrust :lnd irlibi on Ji~cob'\ 
part in hi\ tlesirr. to travel sc>pariitely? 

4. Ho\v must thi\ rnc.c.ting he vie\!-cd fro111 
tllr point of vie\\, of Cotl's :~ttitutl~. to- 
\\7;1rtl Jacob ( ztnd Esau ) ?  
:I. Do \rve reilcl of ally direct i~~tcrvc.ntiol~ 

of the Lord in conncfirtio~r \\.it11 this 
cvmt? 

b. Does the c.sphnutiou of ];l<ol~'s evi- 
tlmtly sucr'essful meeting of ES;III lit* 
strictly on the levrl of the 1111rnat1, ant1 
is it probitbly to Ilc. attributcarl to 
J;icol>'s cle\.cr rliplo~n;~c~-P 

c. Or is it to he csplaillc~cl fro~n till. tact 
that the Lord \\'ho eppearc.d to Jacol) 
iit Pcniel hlessctl ant1 carctl for Jacol) 
in this crisis, proviclc.ntially dirc~cting 
tbventh in Jilcob's favor? 

11. Esuu and lacoh go their sepurr~te tcu!ls. 
33: 16-30 

1. \\'lwre tloes Eaau go? 

a. \\'here w a s  Seir? 

b. \\'as Esau illreatly settltdcl tlirre ; ~ t  thii 
time? 

c. Cornparr thih brief statement \\,i!h :hiit 
in 36:6-8. 
1 ) \\'hat is the meaning of "\\.cl~t into 

the country from the tilce of his 
hn~ther Jncol?" vs. 6 

2 )  Does this imply that Esilu d(.pnrtccl 
for Seir only nffer Jacob 11;1tl ac- 
h~ally sc.ttlec1 in Cilnaan? Or is this 
to be understood in the light of the 
fact that Jacol, was heir of the! Illess- 
ing? 

2. \\'hat bc-came of Esau? 

a. Apart from his ~neeting Jilcob at the 

b. \\.hiit is the. signifimnce of the genera- 
tions of Esiut in chapter 36? 
1 ) Sote: rather than ~nn!ic. a srp,uatc. 

ant1 clet;tiled study of cllaptrr .36, 1 
suggest that it hc. studied in run- 
nection with 3.3: 18. 

-7) Try to study h e  follo\ving nlatters 
in this connt~ction: 
a )  Cornparr the record of Esau's 

n~arrirtges its givcn in chapter 36 
with the c.i~rlier record. 

I> ) \\'I10 arca these "clul~es?" 
C )  \!%o arc the "sons of Seir tllc* 

I-loritc?" \\'hy N.Y they men- 
tiontd here? vs. SO 

cl ) \\'~(.II did these kings reign in 
Edonl? vss. 31, fF. 

e )  \\!lly arc the dukes mentioned 
ouce Inorc. at the cbnd of the 
chapter? 

f )  Conlpare tl~is rc%r.oril with thitt 
in I Chroniclc~s 1:3.5, ff. Arc 
thcrt. clifft~renct~a? Mo\v arc. thest. 

diffrrencc3 to br  espl;lined? 
g! \Vhirt is the significance of tht: 

fact that Mnus reigned over 
Edoln long lx*fore Israel wi~s 
est:~hlishccl as a nation? 

h ) \\;llc.n, after tile clci~th of Esalt, 
tlo the ~1esccntl:tnts of Jacol) nest 
cornla into co~~tnct  with Esat~k 
descthndants? 

i )  \Vl~y b the history of Esitu's 
generasons briefly traced here 
i111d then clroppecl? 

I .  \\'Ilrre ditl Ja~soI, Rrst go after t l ~ r  dC- 
pnrture of E.;;tu? 

a. \\'here \v.ls Succuth? \\'as it in the 
I;lnd of C;una:ln? 

I). \\'by did Jacob stop Ilere? 

c. \\'hitt is the me;tning of Sucxwth? Does 
this indici~te anything nbout the Ic.ngth 
of Jacub'~ stay? About hi's attitude at 
tllb time? 

2. \\'ll;it is the sipificmcc of Jacob's orri\~nl 
at Shechem? 
a. Note. It woul~l be better to tr;tnslatc. 
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vs. 18: "r\nd J;cc.ol> c:lllle i l l  s;tt'eLy (or: 
in to the city of Shecl~em." 

11. \\'hrrcx \vns Shec l~e~n  located? 
c. Of what slro~~ltl t l~is comi~lg "ill pc;iceV 

to Shc~che!~n 11;ivr renli~~drel Jacob? Do 
you think it ilicl renlind hh11 of this? 
In  ~ I I ; I L  ctwe, wht~t s l~oulJ  Jacob 11as.e 
d o ~ ~ e  :it this timc? cf. 28:2(1. 

tl. \Vhat is t l ~ e  nleaning of the names of 
Jamb's altirr at Sl~e.cl~cn~? 

Do yo11 think it \\-as a propcr alt,~r? 
Doc.s tllc 1,ortl "appear" unto Jacob 
in rvnnec t io~~  \viti~ tl& ;llt,~r? \\'II). 
not? \\';Ls J,icvh in d~r.  right way 
\\,it11 rrl;ltioa to his covenant Cod 
;ti t l~ is  time? 

VOICES FROM THE PAST 

1':iglt \\';~y\ lo I I I S I ~ C  you clrca;~tl Soc*iclly 
I .  'I'akc your tinlc a l ~ o r ~ t  grtting rr;~tly to go, 

it you wirll you c i ~ r ~  even rtop to rrad the 
1);1pe*r; it doc-m't ~naliv : I I I ~  cliltc>r~nc(. if 
you ;Ire ;I little Intr, no 0111. sI1e~r11cl 11li11d 
t11e. tlisturlx~r~cc~. 

9 .  Isc sure yo11 l~nvc* 11ot lookccl :tt  yc111r 13ihl~. 
tr~~tline\ hefore you cnnlc3 to Society, so 
t l~nt yo11 \vdl be tl~orougl~ly prrp;~rt.cl to 
1,11ow nc~tl~ing ; ~ l ~ o l ~ t  tlrv cli.w~~r\ioll. 

3 .  'I'nkc. no part in the tliscu\sio~~, Iei~vr that 
to otllc.rs. Show no intc~rest wh;~tsor\.er ; u ~ d  
p:~y 1111 attention lo \z,hat goes on. 

4. 1ks11re you look i ~ t  yonr \vatcl~ e\.i,ry fmr 
~ ~ ~ i n ~ ~ t c k s  to tlrag out the I I ~ ~ I I I I ~ P \  ;IS 1011g 
;is possi\)lt:. 

.5. I\'cS\-rr take your h ~ r n  ill the. pro@;iol. 
ICit11c.r r~l ;~kr  thc c.rcusct that  yo^^ \\,cbrt. not 
told that it \tf;ls ycnlr te~rn, or tllnt you had 
rlo tin~e. Botl~ of thrse do m~lch  to\v;lrd 
~l~iiking things borc~somc. 

fi. \\'l~il,. othc.rs itre t i ~ h i n ~  thvil- 1x11-t you cxn 
l,c of gri.:~t smricr by day-tlrra~ning or 
Iliivi~~g solne i~~n~csi .~l t  I'IIII \\rhisl)t*ring with 
your neighbor. Y o u  r l r  i g h  t ( 9 \ r e ~ ~  stagy- 
\vhisper your critichli~s of thost. \\*ho ;Ire 
i~lways pusl~ing tl~c~~nse.lvrs to the fore :uld 
r~ lnn i l~g  things. 

7 .  :\ntl all tllc: while you can think of it11 I I I C  
\r~e~nclc.rfully cxci l i~~g tlrings 111ig11t he 
doing, and wonder \vl~y yo11 arc* not doing 
t l ~ c - l ~ ~  nt t l ~ a t  \,cry ~ n o ~ n m t .  

8. As soon as thi* ~ n r i s t i ~ ~ g  is ad jou~ .~~r t l  I~arlish 
;ill thot~ght of socic*ty 11nti1 the. next \\rrc.k. 
[lo, I~urn, those ~nec- t i~~gs  can IIC s11c11 ;I 
bore. 

Bracon 1-ights 
1l~trcI1, 1941 

Thi: Four fold Purl>osc* of Beacon Lights 
w l ~ e r ~  it was first pitblisl~ed. 
I. To unite ;tl l  I'rotc.sta~~t I4cfornli~tI Yol~ng 

llc~oplc~'s Societies so t l ~ t  tl~c)- may \vork 
iu c l o e  11nity nntl secllre ;I sellsr of soli- 
tl;uity. 

2. To scbek the m~t tual  edification of tllr 
11lcm1,ers of this Fcdr r~ t ion  ant1 to strive 
for thr de\-elopment of talrnts ;LS hc.corncs 
C11risti;ln yo1111g peoplc.. 

3. T o  strivr. to mailllain our 51)i.cifii. Prclt. 
Refd ch;tractc*r wit11 a ~ ~ n i t r d  front. 

4. T ~ I  promot,. t11e- \vc.lSarc, of l l a  Prot. 1ic.S'd 
Cl~urcl~es  in \\.l~icl~ \\,I- have ;I nalne ; I I I ~  

a place. 
Reacc~n Ligl~ts \'ol. I, No. I 

How To Be Perfectly Mise rab le  
1. Think about yorlrsrlf. 
2. 1';1lk i~bout  yoursc4f. 
3. Use "I" as often as possiblt.. 
-1. llirror yo~usc.lS continually in tht- opi~l- 

ion of otl~crs. 
.5. Listen grecdily to \\-hat people say ahout 

you. 
Espcct to l>c. i~pprecii~tetl. 
Be sllspicioua. 
Bc. jei~lous ant1 clnviolli. 
B r  scnaiti\*e to sligl~ts. 
Ne\~rr forgi\r a critici>m. 
Trust n o l ~ o d ~  but yourself. 
Insist on cnnaiderntion and resprct. 
Uen~ancl agrecSnlent \\.it11 your o\in vie\\.. 
on '\.vrything. 
Sulk if peoplt- ;Ire not pati-ful to yon for 

1.5. Kevrr forget n wrvice you 11111). havc 
rendered. 

16. Bt. on the look-oc~t for a g w l  tiwe for 
yourself. 

17. Shirk ).our duties if yo11 can. 
18. Do as little- as possible for otherr. 
19. Lovr yourself suPremc.ly. 
20. B r  selfish. 

\'ol. 1 So. 1 Beacon Lights 
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IEWS from, for, and about our churches 

KARLENE OOMKES 

Highlighting tlie past montll's activities 

was the celebration of the I)irtl~tlay of' o~tr  

Lorcl. The chiltlren especially, took an ;~ctivta 

part 21s in many of t l ~ e  cnngrc~gntions of our 

denomination they prepartd diligently for 

their presentations by song nnd sprc~ch OF Ihis 

prc.;it (.vent. T l ~ r  Si~nday Scl~ool of I'irst 

Church cumterecl their theme on "l'lrt: Star" 

and the cliildn-n of Loveland's cnngrc.yation 

told of Christ's birth under h e  themc.: "'l'lrc? 

Coming of the King". Their progmm illso in- 

ch~tl'd tlie congregational hinging of a Ger- 

man I~jmn:  -'Die Hirten." 

An intcLresting note: \\,ht.re thc. chiltlren ol' 

Firht Church rccvivc an orange rl111d ;I I)os ol' 

cnntly follo\ving thc prograln, the. chiltlrm of 

Kedl:inds cwngrcgation reccivc ;In apple, b18- 

caurv thi\ is nlore of ;t trcnt to the111 whrrc. 

the orange\ 'uc so plentiful. 

:\bo, in connc.ction \\-it11 the celcbri~tion of 

Chri\hna\, the Ladicr' Scl~ool Circle ol 0i1k- 

11\v11 and thr Young l'i-oplc-.\' St~ciety oC R~t l -  

h t l s  sponsorcul a hy~nnsing on 1)rcember 20; 

the Young Peoples' Society of Lo\-elan(l went 

cilrolling among thr farlilies of thcir congrv- 

tion OII I)rcc.~nber 23; i~ntl tlic: chr~rches in 

tlr, .  Cr;rntl Rnpids area joined in song on the 

t.\.rning of Dtremher 27. 

Concerning oru St.nict.111c.n: 

'I'luee of the scnicvnlm of' First Churclh 

r\rt1111r 1%1dt. lla\ritl DWLC*III;I, ;ind Irvan Vrk- 

hc~~lse, wen. r ~ ~ t . c t e d  to rcLturn home in 

Ii1n11iq. 

There arc* yet two ret~~aining in the senv- 

irr, Don I'zingit and I);ile Bartclds; their 

irdt1ressc.s arc* as follows: 

Donald Ezinga 

Turgeson Trailer I'i~rk 

Lot Xo. 4, Highway 2.17 S. 
\\';~rner Iiobins, G~org:;~ 

Dale Bnrtc*lcls, 13F'I.A 5918210 

USS Buck 11D761 
C/O n o  
S;III Francisco, California 

BEACON LIGHTS 



Futi~rc Conventioners: 

A son, Gary 1,ee. I~oni to hit.. autl llrs. 
l3ore;ls I)>-kstr;~ ( First ). 

A tlal~ghter, Ji~nicc Itcbnee, Imrn to hlr. and 
\ I n .  Thomas I l r ~ ~ ~ p s r y  ( First). 

A son 11or11 to hlr. :und hlrs. John Iluizinga 
( Hope). 

A son born tc1 hlr. and hlrs. Etl\varcl 
.\Iieclcma ( Iludson~~ille). 

A son bor11 to hlr. and hlrs. Bcrnarcl 
Lul>l)crs ( IIutlsom-illr ). 

A son, Steven Jolnc.;, born to hlr. and Mrs. 
John Flikkrrna Jr. (So~ltheast). 

A di~t~ghter. Tnyl ;~  Jean, I>o~n to l l r .  and 
llrs. Alvin Bleyenberg (Hull). 

IIorc i~nd  T11c:rc: 
So~ttheast Church welcol~~crl l l r .  Darrel 

IIniskcn fro111 Kclgcrton, hlrs. 1);irrcl I luiskcr~ 

from Allendalc C1iristi;in Hefornled Cllurch, 

ant1 hlr. ant1 Xlrs. M~n1.y P. h1c~ulenbr1.g lrom 

First Church into their midst. 

On Decen~ber 14, the hlcn's Socicbty of 

Soi~tl~rast was host to I.lolland Jlell's Society. 

The s ~ ~ l ~ i e c t  of "Christian Slarriilgr" was dis- 

cussctl after recess. 

Thc Young l'eople of Hill's Congrc.g;~tion 

gatllc*rcbcl for : I I I  rver~i~lg of full O I I  Dt.c:c)ml)er 

29 and the Young Pvople'\ Society of 0.A- 

law11 sponsorctl a 1'1.ogressivc. Din~lc:r lor 

their ~ncmhrship on 1)rcemher 30. 

The. Offict.bc-;~rer't; Conference \\-as Ilcld on 

January 3, at Iludsonvillc Church. Hcv. G. 

L~~hbcrs  addressed thr former and prcsent 

elders ;md c1r;icons on -1rticlc 81 of the 
Church Orrlcr. 

On Jnnr~ary 10, the Young l'eoples' Soci- 

eties in the Grand Hapick area visited nne 

another. Hudsor~\iile wils host to the Junior 

Socie:y of First Church, Southciut was liost 

to Hope's Young Peoplc., and First Senior met 

\\ith Soutl~west society at their church. 

Thc Slen's Society of Firht was host to 

On Jnnnary 1.3, the Scnior llr .  ;;nd llrs. 

Society met \\,it11 Hope while Southea\t was 

ho.,t to the J u ~ ~ i o r  l l r .  iu~d  llrs. Soch-ty or 

First Church. . 

8-1- 
Finitlly, a quote from Randolph's b~lllctin: 

"Thr strongest I,elievc-r of us all is likt. a 

glass \vi!lloilt a foot, \vhicll cannot stand one 

~noi~lent longer than it is held." 
- Unl;no\\,n 

~ ~ ~- - - ~  

i WE ARE SORRY. .  . - - 1  
that no copy was received for 
Critique from Miss Lubbers. Next 
month D.V. (March issue) there 
will be an article by Miss H. G. 
Meel ker. 

R.D.D. 
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