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YOUTH IN BEREAVEMENT 

Ah, Lord God! Teach us Thy ways today! 
Teach us lily \vriys in brilliance of glad jubilation, but also 
Trach us Thy ways in derpc~st, darkrst ~nourning; 
For we have bccn bereaved! 

Eternal Cad! Teach us Thy ways today! 
Teach us the glorious essence of 'llyself 
That we behold Thee, as orrr God, in chngeless splendor unsurpassed; 

For by Thee we are bereaved! 

Ah, Gracious Cocl! Teach us Thy ways today! 
Teach us what safe retreat Thou art wit11 drawing, undergirding, everlasting arms, and 
Teach us there to h o w  Thy peace and fix our sight on Thee 
1x1 times wr moiun, bereaved! 

Comforting Gocl! Teach us Thy ways today! 
Teach us to view Thee build Thy Church from age to age on Truth. and 
Teach us hy Thy grace to love it, srrve it, and confess it \veil, cost what it nlay 
E'en though we be Bereaved! 

Jehovah God! Teach us Thy ways today! 
Teach us as youth to lollow paths and creeds so well defined fro111 Scripture's page. and 
Teach us to venerate the heritage of Truth which Thou hast given Thy Church on eta& 

through man ordained 
Of u*liom we are bereaved! 

H. LV. K. 
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GERRY VAF 

25th Ann11;ll Young People1> Convention 
. . . South IIolland, Illinois . . . Ttlesclay 
through Thursday, Rug. 24-26> 196.5 . . . 
time to meet our you1ig peoplc for ;t fcbv days 
again . . . Such were the thouglits running 
through the heads or quite a number of our 
Protr\tant Refor~lled young people. Not only 
the young pcople, I ~ n t  jodpir~g fro111 the fine 
turnout at the prc-Convcmtion Singspiration 
held at I-Iopr Clmrch, our older nle~nbers 
also s l~oned thrir iuterest in tllr activities of 
their covenant yo11tl1. True, even t l~ougl~ this 
was just a little bigger gathering than just 
young people and the Federation Boarcl a p  
parently didn't know too much of what was 
planned for the conveution (cscept that 
everything woulcl be explained on Llie church 
doors . . . ), the si~~gspiration was a good 
sendoff to a rathcr succcssfi~l convrr~tior~. 

Conventioning in carnest began with the 
bus departt~rr fro111 First C1111rch bright and 
early T~~esday  ~norning. At lrast t l~rsc 50 h11s 
riclers anived in Lime to rrgistcr during the 
afternoon as the host society hat1 planned 
(along with a few other arrivals.) Anyhow-, 
t l ~ r  rest of 11s who managed to arrive after the 
deadlinc for rcgistcring had to elbow our way 
tluongh the crowds at the mass lnerLing to 
receivr our big blue badges on whicl~ some- 
one had erroneously griuted the wrong dates. 
Good dling it was only the days lnisecl up ancl 
not something clse. . . . 

Ah, yes, the lnass lrlceting. Few \voulcl clis- 
agree that the co~lle~lts werc vcxry appropriate 
and bcneficial. Professor I.Ioc!ksrma's speech 
rlenli~lg with the nature and contents of the 
heritage that belougs to ns 3s covenant youth 
along wid1 s o u ~ r  good special nttmbers from 
a couple of our societicss certainly provided an 
i~itrrrsting and spirilunlly 1)cnelicial evening 
for thc young pcople and adults gatl~ered en 
massc. Hut one incident, mirlor perhaps, ~vill 
long I)c rc~mcmberecl by those who wrre pres- 
ent there. Too b;ltl yon can't just snap your 
f h g t ~ s  and get a public ~~cldrcss system in- 
stalled and in opcmtion. That woulrl eliminate 
a lot ol fuss and embarriassnient to all parties 
invol\-ed, especially ~vhen such gallant efforts 
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failed to achieve the desired effect. (\Vould 
you not agree, Professor?) 

Refreshments and get-acqu~inted tinw iuld 
games soon passed the reniaining time 1111lil 
we all had to leave to make sure a c  would 
get home by the t\vel\.e o'clock curfew. After 
all \re needed a little s l e e ~  before that busi- 
ness meeting so bright and (yawn! ) early the 
nest m o r ~ h g .  

But inspite of late arrivals husincss pro- 
ceded to go quite smoothly and befor? ive 
were (most of us that is) fi~lly ;~\vakened. 
business was over 'uld w e  rsited and met a 
short while later a t  the swimming pool. Those 
souls hearty enough to brave the c-ol  air 
splashed around for a mhile and finally were 
forced to shelter. along ni th the otllrrs who 
cane along mahly to watch, by the approacli 
of one of Cliicago's short aud b~veet thuncler- 
showers. After that though, the sky clcared 
up and pretty good n-eather prevailrd for the 
remainder of the outing. 

Scst stop \\,its ii forest prescrve ( ;mi it 
srenls thrrc \vcrc so many forest prcscrves 
around. Which one is dinner at, drivers?) 
There finallv. wc! \\,aitrcl around for a bit until 
Rev. Veldl~lan oprned nith prayer and wr 
fell upon the food \\-liich didn't see111 to lilst 
nearly long enough. First-comers managed to 
get both buns for their hot-dogs attcl a bottle 
of Pepsi. But don't stand back too long or 
>ou'll end up eating plain nleiuer~ (eithrr 
roastetl or c.olc1 . . . ) Then came t l ~ r  Lirnc. for 
the big clioiccs. Either you could sit dowl 
uritl~ a go11p ancl talk, or you could stiuld 
around doing a whole lot of nothing, or else 
iltayhe (:as a few couples were seen cloiug) 
you could take a walk in the woods to enjoy 
the beauty of nature (?). Anyway the cl~oice 
was left up to you; dicl you nlake good nsc of 
it? .bound one things started to look better: 
at last there was time for sorlle plannod 
activity. Unfofilnntely the schecluled rouncl 
table discussio~~ "fell thro~~gh". There is, you 
know, n great deal of benefit fro111 such dis- 
cussions not only for those \vho prepare for 
and participate in such a group, but for mcm- 
bers of t l ~ c  ciudience as \dl. Our disappoint- 
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nlcnt was soon lost however, when Rev. 
Schipper Ilcgan Ilk excellent speech regarcling 
how we  re to presen7e that heritage en- 
tnrsted to us. Thank you Reverend, for the 
added effort you put forth 50 h a t  even those 
in the back rows were able to hear you. 
(Slaybe a rrward of a new pipe would be in 
order, no?) It was all too soon it seemed that 
we finished with this program ,and ball games 
were started. For sonie "unknown" reason the 
South Holl;ind dominated team reprcsentinlg 
the \\'est rather soon surx~~mbed to a s t r o n ~  
Eiutcm team (we especial1:- liked that good 
showing by the pitcher . . . ). Those who (lid 
not participate in football or the girls' softball 
game clici a rather good job of razing the 
professor-tlpe umpire and the haplrss of the 
players, uncicr the ahle leadership of Rev. 
\'eldnian, of course. 

Ball games over we found ourselves with 
just about three whole hours for ourselves. 
Good time it seemed for many to go for a ride 
and bun1 up some of their ex*a gasoline or 
just to sit arournd for a wl~ile or to do this or 
that . . . or whatever else our little hearts 
desired. Funny, but it see~ned that sonie still 
neeclcd this timr to get just a little better 
acquainted. . . . 

By the time six rolled around finally, all ui 
us were ready for supper. The sight and srnell 
of all those hot tlishes being carried into the 
church spiurkcd still higher our growing ap- 
petites. And it surrc seemed funny llow long 
it took that line to move into tlie eating roo111 
(until of course, \ve saw those \vho I~ad 
headed the line start to edt. That espIained a 
lot.) Then canie the task of squeezing the 
fully fed conventioneers into three buses. 
(Someone bring along a shoehorn nest year- 
it might help!) After the clrivers decided 
which route was the best \sc~y through Chi- 
cago's South Side, we departed to see the 
wontlers of the great ( T )  city. En route a 
slight fee \\,as collected for tickets to PIX- 
dential Building Obsen-ation Deck. (Funny, 
but I heard there \\.ere three different rates 
for the tlirw buses. . .) Our clrivers dropped 
us off in front of good old Bnckinghani b'otul- 
tain arid our grou~p rather pron~ptly rlianagecl 
to spreatl itself out over a large section of 
Grant Park. (The drivers and buses disap- 
pcnrcd - not to be seen again for a couple of 
11o11rs.) \Vhrn our dear fouu~tahi failed to light 
up in irll  its niag~ilicence, our hosts usl~t~recl 
rnost of the w;~ndering convrntioncrrs Lo- 

gether and led a rather disortlc~rly ~ n ; ~ r c l ~  to 
the lobby of Prudential (that's when we first 
missed the buses. . .). Up on "lop-of-the- 
rock", it \+.as rather wann ant1 tlark. It \\,as 
sad that a mist came off the lake : I I I ~  hid quite 
a hit of Chicago's gloriously nionotonous sky- 
line. Down forty stories by elev:ltor again, we 
all esitcd to the side\valk and began our long 
vigil for those buses. Finally iiftc~r nlilny false 
damis, they amved and the \vc.;iv cwnvmtion 
folks started back to South 1.loll:ind. (1'11 
guess it was a small - very small - percentage 
that made the midnight curfew that night.) 

Thiirsday's morning sunlight fell on many 
sleepy can\vntioneers at tlie traditional pan- 
cake breakfast. After a rather gootl meal of 
fried sausage and pancakes fortified with 
sonie good coffee, we met again nt the chuuch 
to finish our business. Primary itenis were a 
resolution of the Board and the task of elect- 
ing the new officers. \Vith the help of four 
able ballot counters (and a special thanks 
goes to you!) the many 1)allots wcre taken 
and we found ourselves with allnoat :in en- 
tirely new Fetlcration Boartl. hlay the Lord 
hless them in tlieir work cluring Illis coming 
year. 

Rut tlieu a look at the clock toltl 11s it was 
lunch-ti111c2 i~gain. \\'e hat1 1)c.c11 looking for- 
ward to a discussion during thc: alternoon, but 
apparcsntly this had to bc cilncclcd also be- 
cause thosc \vho were si~pposcd to participate 
were not notified. This, I feel, was one of the 
biggest shortcomings of this convention. Sot 
only were there too few of t11c.s~ clisc~rssion 
groups, debiitcs, round tables, etc. on the 
sched~llr, but those planned (lid not ~natcrial- 
ize. These are ways in which t11c1 covenant 
yoirtli an. rnriched in tlie knowledge arid es- 
perience of their covenant hrritirge. Perhaps 
that resolution froni the Fc~dcri~tion Board will 
help to cure this aspect. If it is properly ap- 
pliecl, it crrtainly \\rill be a step in the right 
direction. hlaybe then \vcq tvill know if 
stronger measures need to Ilc t:tkcn in the 
future. 

Anyhow, this left 11s \+-it11 anotllcr wl~ole 
afternoon to ourselves. Tinie for Illany, it 
seemed (and in a way I an1 rather sorr). to 
report this, too) to take off for \\'hitr Sos 
Park to lose tliemsrlves in n II;III game for a 
few hours. Is this tlie way for covenant yoi~tli 
to spend their time at a Protestmr~t Reforr~rctl 
yor~og people's c~n\.mtion? ? ? P ? ? 

In spite of the gna t  tinle I:II)S(' tlic'rc kvere 
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still the few habi i~~a l  llatecon~ers for the pic- 
hure that evening. Fortunately they all seemed 
to hc on time for tlre food. Once past the 
pnnch-bowl MU: found ourselves iuu a large 
cafeteria decorated in island style. A glance 
at the West wall showed very plainly what 
the theme was meant to be - Jamaica. Evcru 
though the covers of the menus fooled some 
of us for a while, there was no nlistalring the 
arornn and twstc of the food - so appropriately 
Iitbelecl with island name. Following the 
feasting thc convention thc!me was suunmar- 
izcd by Rc:\,. Van Baren in l~ i s  address con- 
cerning our calling to preserve otu heritage 

;IS Protestant Reformed young peoplc. After 
the end of the special numbers, we were 
shown a series of slides dealing with the trip 
of Rev. Heys dnd hlr. Zmak to the island of 
Jamaica. \Vllen the lights went back on again, 
our new Federation closed with 
prayer and then the convention ended with 
tho familiar strains of "God be with you. . ." 

Yes, covenant youth, a glorious heritage is 
ours. Let us always labor \vith the single eye 
2nd \vi lhg heart until one day- we may have 
the crown of eternal life. rind may Cot1 be 
with you d until we meet again - at nest 
year's convention in onr Southeast Church. 

"PREPARING MEAT IN THE SUMMER" 

"The c~ntv are n peotde not s+ror~g, !let they proride thcir n~cnt in the soi?~~?ter" Proverbs 3 0 : 5  

Gocl's great. creation is as a most elegant 
book, wherein all crei~tures great aucl small, 
are as so many chi~racters lcading us to con- 
template in invisible things of Cod. namely. 
his power ancl divinity. 

solon lo^^ possihly l~atl Inore insight into 
this book of creation t l~an m y  lnan before 
I~irn, after Atlam: he Ilad more insight into 
dlis cre;ition than all except Cluisf who 

brought forth things ne\v and old from thc 
treasury of God, pointing out that the king- 
c h n  of God 11appt.11~ in parables. For "all 
Ble kings of the earth sought the presence of 
Solon~on, to hear his visdonl, which Cod had 
pnt in his hem-t". I1 Clu. 923. 

Solo~non obsvn-cd things both great and 
small. But in all hing he saw the greatness 
of God. Eve13~vllere he obsen-ed that each 
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creati~rc. is filled with the meastlrc of  wistloln 
wl~erc.\vitlr its Creator encloi\,etl it. Ant1 lic 
too ol)scn.ccl that the creahlres 1111 ;ttlaptcd 
themsel\qcs to the seasons. 

In this obseninp Solomon (lid a Little cata- 
loguing of the creatures and of his ohsma- 
tions mncwrning them. 

It  is wonderful to obsen.15 tlic works of 
God. \\'ho anlong all the sons of men have 
ascentlctl up into hea\,en ant1 tlrsccntled? 
rkitronii~~ts? 'I'hey are still or1 tlic cilrtli in 
"or~ter space". Yea, who hath gathered the 
\\ind in liis fists? \\rho hath Imuntl the waters 
in his garment? 

Pmvrrll;, by the mou:h of Agur, speaks 
of hvo things, three things, fot~r things. 

Yes, tlirrr are four things whicl~ ;ire little 
upon t l ~ c  e;~rtl~. They ,we the c\ceCding \vise 
creatures. 'l'licy are the ants, t11t. conics, the 
locust and the lizard. \\'hdom of God im- 
phnted in the very nature of of the insect; 
and the reptiles. Look at their customs, am- 
bitions and habitat! The ants are a pmple. 
They art- \\,ell-organized. The smell cronies 
have a \wll protected house: the rocks. And 
the loci~st go in bmds. yet they I~iivr not king. 
A11cl the. lizard ingratiates itself into the pal- 
ace of tlic king! 

Fronr all of thew we c a i  learn much. 

Partic~~larly from the ants we can le;~rn by 
m n d e r i n g  its \\Tap. \\-rites the so11 of David: 
Go to t l ~ e  ant, thou sluggard; cnnsicler her 
\vays ;ind be wise; which lia\,ing rio cliirf, 
ovrrscu-r or n~ler,  pro\ideth her hrt~ittl in the 
suuiimcar, ;~ritl g;~thereth her footl i n  tl~t. 1i;ir- 

Tlirrc are thousands of tlittc.rcnt types of 
ant5 in the world. They arc foi~nd cS\,ery \\?heir 
and in even land. On the l~ighcst n~ountains. 
in the tlt.c.pt..;t \-alleys, in e v e n  crc\.icr and 
rock yo11 may 0bsen.e the ants. Thcby build 
large 11o11ses which orlly they c;rn build. 
They I~iivc. their workers, \v;lrriors, ;rm>y and 
their drones and queen. Yea, tl1c.y cven have 
their "~iiilk M\\~s", insects wliicli tliry cap- 
tilrv i111t1 \\,hie11 suck the juice from roots, ctc., 
50 that they may utilize this "milk". 

Ho\vt.ver, among all of the Life and activity 
of the ;lot\ tlrerr k nothing clt~itc. ~ C I  iuili~zing 
as their :urnbition They ;we ever preparing 
food. Thcy are not like the birtl who sons 
not, neithcar giitliers into a I):I~I, mrrc seed 
pickers. Sor is evttn, ant for lii~nsc.lf. 'l'l~cty 

itrr n peoplr, ;I colony. They are socin! i~~src t s  
;rntl tlrc 11ot as flies, h ~ t  itre colnparable to 
the I I I Y . ~ .  They jealously gat11c.r 21nd protect 
thrir I)re;rtl, their harvest. Tlrry may have 
\var, 1)ut never do they ha\.e civil war! They 
do not fight their o\\m but only those on the 
outsiclt~. 

rintl t11c.y ;ire little upon tlie tvrth. 

Tl~c! i111t is small, and, as a I)l!ol)lc, they are 
not slrong. 

Yc-t, t l~ey pro\.ide their meat in tho sllninrer. 
They tlo the right things at tlic right time. 

This \ve are to consider, youtliful reader. 
\\re iii;~y take large and lengthy \r;tcations, 
long i~rid extended trips, circle the earth in 
Iiollrs by jet propelled airplane. ilnd never 
see thr \\~onders of God undcr n decaying 
trrtx t r ~ ~ ~ i k  in our back yard. \\.'l~t~rl we look 
at tlit' ~ r ( ~ i ~ t l ~ r e h  it is g(m1 to take Solomon 
with us on our guided tour. 111: will not discc* 
thr ant in his laborator?.; he will point out 
t l ~ c  nature, the habits of the ant, t11e \vender- 
\\.ark of God! 

IHerc* is \\ridom displayed. 

\Inn rnttst take a leaf out of God's \trork- 
~nansliip ;~ntl Solonion's notr 1)ook. \Vc too 
I I I I I S ~  prchl)i~rr oilr mcat in tlrc stlmlner. \Ve 
n111st not squander the time wit11 a little 
slccp, a littlc s l~~mber,  a littlc folcling of the 
hantls. S ~ ~ m m e r  is the time for preparing of 
the I>rc*;~cl. Yes, in the wea t  of our brow. 
Sumrnc.r is not the tinle for a great vacuum 
in tlic. lift.  of God's people. It is tht. time for 
prc3p;rring for the harvest. It is the time for 
tl~ct Yol~tig Pc.op1t-'s Convention. \lily you, my 
) ~ L > I I I I I ~ I I I  rcai~tl~rs, be as bil<y  TI ) f o ~ ~ r  con\.en- 
tion prcpi~ring the breacl for tlic. conling sea- 
son of socich life, as ;uc tl~c. ;u~ts in your 
irnr~~c-diiitcb vicinity. 

Shoultl yo11 be a .spirih1;11 sluggard: go to 
the ant! 

13r \vise \\fit11 a he;n:mly wis~lo~in \\here- 
witl~ Cotl tlitl not endo\\. tht. ;unt which is 
littlt. 11po11 the e d r .  I7o;ou hath hr endowed 
\vitl~ grc.;~tc.r glory arid pregminttnce. If God 
SO glorifi~s tht: ant, and the ant so olwys its 
llaker, ho\\. ougl~t \ve to be, oh. \rre of little 
faith? 

Let 11s IF a strong people. 

Strong in the Lord! 
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FROM B0rf TO 
A History Of The Reformed Faith 

The Protestant  Reformed Churches 

(21) 
by REV. HERMAN HANK0 

\Ve have c;~lltxl atte~ltion to somc aspects 
of the history of thr Christian Rc.fornlcd 
C h ~ u c l ~  i r l  192.1, n history wllich residtcd ~LI 

the establisl~~~ic~nt of our o \ \ r ~ ~  Protest-ant 1k- 
formed Cl~urchrs. . i t  the veqr end of that 
article \\.e c1uotccl both the. deci~ions of the 
Synod of t11c Christian IZeformd Church 
collcrr~~ing tllc dobmici of cr)rilmon grace, and 
the lestirnony \vl~ich that Synod attached to 
the three tloints. 

Before \vex cb~~tcr into our cliscussion of the 
tloctrinal i~nplications of these three points, 
therr arc ;I fc-\\l loosr r ~ ~ d s  \\.hich we ought 
to tie LIP 

In the first ~)li~c.c, the testi~~lorly which was 
;cppenclecl to tllc, three points \\';IS intentlzd 
to be sent to 2111 the churches. 'l'he reason 
\vh>- S>-nod \\*;u~tcd this is ohvious. The ttssti- 
Illony spokc. of the fact that "dogmas are not 
I I I ; I C ~ ~  but : IW horn out of tlir conflict of 
opinions, anti, tllc.rc.forc, it is desirable that 
the establi\l~ment of a ccbrt;~in clogrrla be pre- 
ceded by ;I lengthy esclr:rnge of opinions. 
Piirticipation i l l  such a discussion must I,c ;IS 

gc.ncsral as pc~ssil~le ilnd I ~ I I Y ~  not be li~rritctl 
to a singlt. ar(>1111 or cl111rcI1." Ijesidrs tl~is, 
Synod also s;~itl t l~nt  "a cc.rtain truth must 
live clr;irly in the consciousrirss of the Churcl~ 
in gcneral. or in the mnscio~~sness of a par- 
ticular grolcp of cliurcllrs, Ilcfore thc. C l ~ t ~ r r h  
is ;thle to prol'c.ss s11c1l a tr11t11 in her ConErs- 
.rion. It  c;Irl~lot l,t* s;~id, tl~nt this inclispens:~l~lc 
condition vsirts at the prcshent or \\ill exist 
xftrr two r ~ r  four >-ears." Thus Synod urgcd 
"tile leaders of our peoplca, both ~ninislers 
il11(1 proft.<so~.s, ti1 I I I ; I ~ Y  :I l r~~t lrc~r  s t ~ ~ d y  o f  

the doctrine of Comlnon Grace; thi~t they 
give thenl\clves acm~unt carefully of the prob- 
lems that Ilrcsent thcmw-lves in ru)l~~~ection 
with this r~latter, in smnons, lecturrs and 
public;~tions. It  ir very desirable," Synod 
added, "that not a single individual or a small 
number of persou iirronlplish Lhih task, but 
h a t  1lr;tny take part in it." 

Tllr rc~narkal,lc p:~rt of this is tlr;rt thus 
testinlony w i  never writ to the churchrs at 
that tirnc.. Nor, as far as I Lion?, \\-as this ever 
done in succeeding yc:irs. .As desirable as 
Synocl rnnsidrred a further discussion of the 
cluc.stio~~ to be, it \v;ls nvvrr brought to the 
attc.ntiorr of tlle chorchrs tlut this was Syn- 
od's a r ~ s i o ~ ~ s  \\i<h. \ \ I y  thk failure occurred 
I hn\r  no vray of krro\ving. \Vh>- it \\.;IS not 
>ent is lost in the misty past. 

IIo\vt.vrr, one thing is certain. Thirty-five 
y(*;lrs i~r t t~r  S>'li~d der.iclr.tl this, thrrc. \\li~s still 
no th i~~a  like Sjnotl \v:111t'c1. A c1cc.p ancl 
:tr~ngc- silence a I x ) ~ ~ t  conlmon grac(. litlng 
over tlic churches. 'l'l~cre \\.ere rare occ;rsions 
when ;I small palrrphl~.t ;illpeared clisc~~ssing 
the rn;1ttcbr. There \vt.rc- Limes \\hen onc. au- 
thor or ;inother ul;ltl(. ;I ptcssing refrrc.ncc, to 
the thrc-c points in solnc articlr appr;~ri~rg in 
n church periodical. There was a tliscussion 
of mninlon gram in tlw "Dogm;rtics" of the 
late I'rof. L. Berkhot'. But then. ncbvc.r \\.;LY 
anythinl: ;~pl~ronching ;I "lengthy csucl~;wge of 
opinions . . . as genc*r;cl ;IS possible." which 
S > ~ ~ o t l  cnllecl for. 

Thih Inxy hc, in part, ln.ca~l:e the testimony 
it.st4f \v;~s never scnt tllrot~gh the Churches. 
It is I~o\vr.ver, d o u l ~ t f ~ ~ l  \\.hethrr this is a 
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major contributing factor since the cntire his- 
tory of 19.34 itnd the doctrinal issuets involved 
soon l m n c  a topic for discussion in almost 
e v e r y  Christia~~ R e f o r m e d  congregation 
tllroughout the entire land 

I t  is also possible that the Church itself 
was somewvl~at ashamed not only of the doc- 
trine that \vas so hastilv fonllt~li~tctl into t l~e  
three points of common grace, hut of the 
wretched history tvhich produced the three 
pints.  The ren~lt  \\-ould then naturally be 
that thosc in\,olvcul in the \vholc nlatter 
would just as soon forget about it and b ~ ~ r y  
it in the archives of history. 

It is also possible that there never was any 
general disc~~ssion o r  a n y  nttc~npt made 
through "conflict of opinions" to clcvelop tlii  
dcxtrine heci111sc it just can't be developecl. 
It just isn't possible - except that devrlop- 
ment take the way of increasing error. 

This latter is \vorth a pause. I said abovtx 
that for thirty-five years there wns pretty 
~nnch silence a b u t  the a-hole business. But 
we are no\\. a b u t  forty years removed from 
1924. The point is that within the last few 
years there has suddenly been a re\ival of 
interest in the three points of mmlnon grace. 
There are leaders today (especinlly on the 
staff of the Rejortj~cd Journol w11ich is im in- 
dependent Christian Refonnecl pl~l~lication; 
lmt also in the Torch and Tnr)~~t)cpt and The 
Bcmner) \vho are taking up the tliscussion 
of the three points once again. Thry pointedly 
refer to the testimony of the Synocl of 1924, 
remind the Churchcs that Svnod called for 
such a discussior~, remark that tl~is hns never 
been done, and Iilt~nch into thrir views on the 
\\.hole matter. They u s e  t h i s  tehtimony as a 
lmsb upon \\.hich to reopen tlle tliscussion 
and b e g i n  a se r ious  evaluation of that 
decision. 

But (and hrn. is the hitch), they ulse dl(? 
dechions of 1924 as a springboilrtl to jump 
off into all kinds of other heresic-s which habe 
never been m a i n t a i n e d  in the Reformed 
Churches, which in fact, have been esplicitly 
condemned, antl \vhich is stirring I I ~  no end 
of trol~ble \vithin that denomination today. 

\\'c shall hi~vt. opportunity, the I ,ortl will- 
ing, to return to thb. 

\Vhile \ve arc. busy tying up loose ends, 
\vc onght aLw to notice that the Synod wlucl~ 
adopted the three p i n t s  isstsued ii wim~ing. 
They \;rote: "Sow synod expressctl itself on 
three points t l~:~t  were at stake in tluc clenid 

of Common Grace antl thereby condemned 
the cntire disregard for  his doctrine, she feels 
constrained at the salne time to warn our 
Chwches and especially our leaders earnestly 
against all one-sided emphasis on and misuse 
of the doctrine of Co~amon Grace. It  cannot 
be dcbnied that there eiists a real danger in 
this rc.spect. \t'hen Doctor Kuyper wrote I& 
mo11111nmta1 work on this subject he revealed 
that IIV was not uncnnscious of the danger 
t1~1t sorllc. u~ould be sedr~ced by it to lose 
thcm\c.lvc.\ in the \vorld. And even now his- 
tory shows that this danger is more than 
in~;~gi~mry. . . ." (For the remainder of this 
wfnrni~~g, cf. our last article.) 

111 these words, Synod proved to be very 
propl~ctic. They, gazing ahead, with extn- 
ordinary accuracy \\,ere able to predict the 
cnn5c8quences of their o\\m decisions. For to- 
clay :I temble spirit of tvorldline~s h a s  indeed 
heizc.cl their denominittion. And, worse, a 
gowing spirit of cooper;~tion bctwet>n the 
cl~urcll and the world has manifested itself 
so that the church secnls p r e p a d ,  at the 
drop of a hat, to join hands with the world 
in the pursuit of worldly goals. The stand of 
the Cllristian Reforn~etl Church on the unions 
is cvitlence enough of this. 

n ~ ~ r  the Synod nli~clc? one mistake. In tllc~ir 
testimony they \r9nrnc.tl itgainst \vllat they 
ciillc.cl "a one-sided elnphi~sis on ;md misuse 
of the doctrine". The spirit of \\.orldliness 
against tvhich Synocl wi~nled, was not due to 
a ~~tisrrse of the doctrine; nor even a one- 
sitlc*el c.mphasis of it. Ili1t11c.r the cloctrinc of 
colllnron grace was itself rcsponsiblr for this 
n~orl(l1iness hat, as a ~ni~ttvr of fact, 11s  
settl~vl upon the church. The very evil \vl~ich 
frightcmed Synod was inherent in the doc- 
trill(! which they ncccpted. The Filct that a 
wi~rning, in Synod's opinion, was nc=cessary 
sc.c<~~ls to inclicatr t11;lt Synod scsnsed this. 
Aftc!r all, the m ~ t h  I~ns r ~ o  dangers in it. Its 
the tlnctrine itself \vhich causes all tlle hou- 
Idr, not a misuse of it. The reason is obvious. 
Thr doctrine of common p a c e  bnilcls a 
hritlgr across the chasm of the antithesis 
wl~icl~ separates the chr~rch from thc world. 
It 1111iltls :I bridge over which it is easy for 
the \vorld to walk into the Cllurcl~, and over 
\vhich it is easy for the Chr~rch to \walk into 
tho \vorld. The bridge is there. It has never 
been knocked doivn. In fact, in recent dis- 
c~~ssion it is being buttrc.ssed. T l ~ e  consc 
qllences are inevitable. 

BEACON LIGHTS 



vs. E R  

by REV. ROBERT 

R O R  

C. HARBACH 

7. THOUGHTS ON THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 

6. ITS JUSTICE 
' f ie cncmios of clection contend that for 

Gocl to sovorcaig~~ly choose a peoplr to IIim- 
scdf ant1 to tlcny t111, rest of mnnltincl the sane 
l~l<!ssitrg ns thc calcct is to bcc:ome so partial 
ns to tront tlrc 1;~LLc.r with tho greatest in- 
eqrt:ility. 'Tlrvy I I I I I S ~  rctiilize, however, that 
the Cot1 of c*lcction is also t l ~ c  Cod of crea- 
tion ;u~el provitl(!r~ct*, who in both spheres dis- 
tributes I-lis gifts \.cry unevenly. Equality 
tloes not apIxB;lr i l l  Cotl's distribution of php- 
ic;tl, rnrnt;~l, socii~l ;illd miiterial bestowrlents. 
Nor is the sovc.rc.ign God bound to make an 
e\,c.n tlistribu~ion of that wlucli is alone in 
His I~onds. 'Then Ilo\v could it be wrong for 
FIiln to give I-Iis spiritual blessings as it 
I~lmsc~s I l i~n,  c!vc.nly or t~ncvenly? 

1111aginr cvnvc.rsir~g with a man of the 
\vorlcl on the. s111)jc.ct of jt~stic~. He has some 
rc.gartl for honc*sty, and may tl~erefore es- 
claim, ;~ltIiough sonnewhat ;is Pilate, \Vhat is 
justice? For he honestly  doc^ not know what 
he. is talking ;~l>ollt when he tli~cussrs the 
suhjcct, ;mtl is r;rtlie.r tolerantly and amusedly 
suspicio~~s of ilnyollrL \vho thinks lie does 
know. To i1lltstr;rtc. his point, 11r may ask, 
\\that is tht. l~rofital,lr? to get \\re11 when sick? 
or to tlir? Or is it to kcrp healthy ~v1le11 well? 
or to I~c-co~nc. sick? \\'llo is to say? \\%at 
standitrtl is tlrc3rc: by which tc~ jutlgc? So the 
Inall is lost \v11(1 docs 1101 11egi11 wit11 the IVord 

of God. For justice is that wliich is i l l  11:rr- 
mony with the revc~iilrcl \\,ill of Gotl. Justice 
is the nleting out of what is right. \Vitl~ all 
men the sons of f;ill(w Ad:~rn, rel)rls :~g:rinst 
God, what is right for  then^ is tlcstruclion 
under the wrath of Cod. God's jc~sticcl is in- 
exorable, and is either meted out ogninst tho 
sinner, or ag'linst the Divine Substihitc: w11o 
bears the stroke of jnstice they tlc.sc~~vc.. 

In comection with the justice of Cod's 
predestination, IIc, in the matter, simply does 
that which is right. It is all a question of \\'hilt 
is right. It  is not a q~~cst ion of \\,hat Cot1 ought 
to do. Lf one of thc basic prauppositions of 
ollr Cal\inistic and Reformed world-:und-life 
\ie\v is that Cod is God, that Mc is the ab- 
solute sovereign \vho hides His etrrr~;~l  cuiln- 
sel from the "wisr" a n d  reveals  it unto 
"'babes," the11 \vc. do not speak in this cnn- 
neetion of \\.hat Cod ought to do. Thc sov- 
ereign is not obligatrtl to His subjects. It is 
not man \vho makes the "decision" here, 
but Cod. He decides \vhcthcr t l~rre  sln:~ll Ix 
a creation, n~hether the creah~re shall esist 
at all, \\.liethcr He shall love or hate the. sin- 
ner. It is His tlrcision whether n miin shall 
be a vessel of mercy, enjoying covenant fcl- 
lo\rship with Hun, or a vessel of wrnth ;1nc1 
so a castaway forevrr. 

I f  God's justice I)(. c;~llecl into qr~c.btion i l l  

cvnnection with election ;~nd  rrprol):rlion, 1111. 
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venr foundation of thr nlost fi~ndarnentol 
principle of Calvinism, the absolnte sov- 
ereign@- of God, upon \vhuch prctlcstination 
stands, is attacked. God's dominion and right 
of disposal is indisputable. To call God or IIis 
predestination into q~~estion is not only tl~e 
height of audacity, and absurdity, but it is 
futile! 

Toclay, men are charged with injustice be- 
cause they choose thrir o\vn friends, to thc 
esclusion of others, because they have their 
favorites, Iwcause they \vould enjoy h e  se- 
clusion of their onn  private property, be- 
cause they  odd operate their o n n  private 
enterprise in their own \my, because they 
would senre a clitmtelc of their own selec- 
tion. Such a charge is really an attack on the 
Almighty God, for He does sirnilrtrly in thc 
heavenly sphere. He has mercy on whoa~ I-Ie 
will, and whom He will He hardens. IIe has 
His favorites. the sons of Jacob. He cscludcs 
dl others, the people against whom He has 
indignation forevcr. He w d  enjoy with His 
o\vn the seclusion and security of His heaven, 
free of intn~ders. He will conduct the oper- 
atiom of His, tlle King's, businebs as Ilc 
pleases, bestowing five talents on soll~c., or 
none on others. He tvill not be corr~~ptrd or 
coerced into merging His ow11 elect i~~stitute 
with the u~stitution\ of the wvorlrl. IIc. \\,ill 
have a t n ~ e  church, keep it p~uc. ant1 tr11c to 
Scripture and the Refonnation canfi.bsior~s, 
'and bring it into His etenml kiugtloin c111itc. 
sep'uate fmnl the society of Satan. 

In  this co~mlry, men are still free. 13111 ii 
God is to l x  charge1 \\.it11 inj~~sticc I)ec;~clst. 
He is the God of election and reprol~atioil, 
then Inan \dl soon be cllarged \\it11 injustice 
merely because he is free. For God is eter- 
nally and sovereignly free. He alone, stricdy, 
has free \\ill. But man i, still free, i r ~  this 
land, to select the \\'oman he dcsires to 1n;uly. 
S o t  yet does the government require a man 
to m a m  accortling to the nil1 of the stalc. 
If man is so free to cl~oose, is tllerc injustice 
in God choosing \vlom He \\.ill to dwell with 
Him in His heavenly home? IF a nran in 
choosing a xvife does no wrong to the otiicr 
women he of necessity must rt:jcct, tl~erl crrr- 
tainly God is not only free to select allcl srpa- 
rate His o\vn f n m  all otllers, hut also in so 
doing He  longs none of the rejrctctl elr- 
ment of hunlanih. If a man has ;L pcirvc~ tc.d 
idea of justice. h \dl have no conceptia~~ 
of frecdom. 

IVlicn we think of the justice of God, we 
want to remember that the  a t t r ih~~te of His 
justice is an expression of His being, of what 
He is. Thcn to remember that justice in man 
is a creat~ueiy reflection of Gocl's attribute 
of being. Then divine justice ancl human jus- 
tice are not on the sane eynnl level As 
Christians, we really hold it two-In-el d e w  
of rc-:~lity (though not a do~~blc-track philoso- 
phy)- Cod's level and ma11's. 1111man justice 
is Lhc- giving to each his due. But in dhine 
justice. nothing is due from God, not one 
thing He ever gives. Man is responsible to 
bc just. Gocl is not responsible. He gives not 
i~cco~tnt of any of His matters. 

Tl~c? clil~rches of the land arcs increasingly 
lva\~ing tronhle with the doctrine of Predes- 
tination. Some go so far as to re-write tlle 
hi~torical Rcfomied creeds. omitting tllis 
&pat  truth. They have strong allies in those 
\vlio have not yet gone this far, but who 
nevertllrlrss omit the truth of double prdcs-  
tination from their preaching, ;tncl who men- 
tiou it only to put it in the shadc. So rilany 
pull)its huve no more than a Lnclies-Iiorne- 
Jounial types of "theology," a kind of _inn- 
Landers morality. or a .\-Iiss-America pluloso- 
pliy. It used to br ahnost in~ivers;~lly agreed 
that n man acts ~u~justly if he :~llo\vs another 
to hreak 111c la\\, \vl~ctn it is in his pourer to 
prrvcnt him from doing so. Now, today, al- 
most no on(% thinks that way. No longer can 
"111~ avrragP man" criticize Gocl as unjust 
for l~eing n preclcstinating ancl reprobating 
Cod. For in this day of "new morality", \vhich 
means no moralib, Inan Ilin~sclf is so patently 
ai thot~t  n shred of justice. 

But let not the critic conclude from this 
that \vlien God sees a shn~er c*om~nitting a 
cri~ne that He, when IIe does not prevent it, 
beco~nes a party to it. God certainly has the 
po\ver to prevent it. ant1 to tlo so without in- 
fringing upon human liberty in auy \rVay. But 
the* inherent justice of Cocl cannot be judged 
;~ccortling to the crcah~rely reflection of IIis 
justice in Inan. The measured cannot Iw 
jutlgrd 1,). the measured. \Vhat is t l ~ e  meas- 
{Ire of justice? Sothing less than the free 
\rill of Gad; nothing else than tl~nt. For that 
is ji~ht \vllicI~ God says is just, and \v& is 
iusl-. The just is not just because it is just, but 
bccause God wills it to be just. 

Predestination makes God guilty of injus- 
tice? So d ~ e  Arn~inian has al\\-ays contended. 
Yet except lor God's predestination and elrc- 
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tion, all morill c r r a t ~ ~ r r s  wot~lcl have died 
eternally. Thew th(.ri: \vould bc no angels, 
only demons: no rctlcemed, only tllc dan~ned. 
This is no thcologici~l invrritio~~, l ) r~t  the plain 
expression of iul'i~lliblc: inspiralion: "Except 
the Lord of Ilosts I~ i~ t l  left us a seed, we had 
been as Sodonl" ( llo~n. 9:29). Not an earthly 
nor a heavenly being would be saved were 
it not for Cotl's election. 'lhcre would be no 
atone~nent if there were no election. Crea- 
tion, perhaps, but no salvation. For man was 
creatctl in moral perfection, but was made a 
mutable creatr~rc. Ile cmuld change, faU. He 
cotllcl not abide in his perfection, lie could not 
escape falling without election unto faith, 
holiness, salvation ant1 c-\,cry saving good. 

They who will not have election and repro- 
1);ltion arc guilty of folly. So the Lord regards 
them. "IIc put no  trust in IIib servants. and 
His angels he cliarged with folly" (Job 4:18). 
The elect angels wcLrc made in perfect holi- 
nebs, yet as to their crrah~rehood, no reliance 
could be placc.tl in thcnl, nor in their stand- 
ing. 'l'he folly whicl~ God ,iscribcs to them 
is their i~npc~rfrction and weakness in com- 
parim1 to IIi~nwlT. AngeLs are the highest 
creaturely intelligences, but by n a t ~ ~ r r  and of 
ncuce\sity finitr. Tlrcir original perfcaction wns 
~i~utable  ant1 inst~llici~nt as lo tllrir innate en- 
clow~ncnts to mai~~t;rin then1 in unchangeable 
holinc.\s to ctcrnity. For that tllcy needed 
s~lpernatl~r;~l power, election g r a c ~  to confirm 
them. Tlien ~v11;1t greater folly it is to attempt 
the s~~bver\ion of electing gr;rcr which alone 
estahlishc.\ in i~nmutable perfection! There 
is no hope for n holy ongel apart fro111 elect- 
ing grwc. .\luch less hope is there for a to- 
tiilly tlc.pri1vetl .\on of Adam unless sovereign 
rncrcy disting~~ish him! 

\\'hen G a l  is charged with injustice be- 
ciii~sr lle has 111iidt' i~ sovereign election, vain 
man laying the chargc. Innst suppose he has 
some merit belore God. In his day Spurgeon 
we11 refutctl the charge. "Is thrrc one man 
in the. \vorld \rflio tv011ld have the imperti- 
nmcc to say tl1;it Ile merit$ anything of his 
lI:tkrr? If so, bc it known unto you that he 
sllall have all he tncrits; and his reward will 
In: thr fian~c*s of 111.11 forc,ver, for tliat is t h e  
utmost that irny man c\vr ?)terited of God. 
Cot1 is in no tl1.1)~ to Inan, irnd at the last great 
cl;iy cvcry I ~ I ; I I I  sllirll 11;lve as nluc11 love, as 
n~uch pity, iind i1s ~nuch gootlncss as he cle- 
serves. Even t11c lost in  I-Iell s11:lll have all 
they deserve; ny, ilnd woo worth the day for 

them when they shrill Imve the \vmtl~ of: God, 
wvhich will be the s~uimiit of their deservings. 
If God gives to every man as muc11 as he 
merits, is He herefore to be accused of in- 
justice because I-Ie gives to some inlinitely 
more than they merit?" 

The unfriendlv critic \rill also claim that 
God cannot possibly nlake a sovereign elec- 
tion of some and a so\.c.rcign reprobation of 
others, for He is "no respecter of persons." 
Hear Calvin =Ewer this charge. "The Scrip- 
hue denies that God is a respecter of persons, 
in a different sense from that in which t/icy 
understand it; for by the word person it sig- 
nifies not a man, but those things in a Inan 
which, being c~nspicuous to the eyes, t~sually 
conciliate favor, honor and dignity, or attract 
hatred, conte~npt and disgrace. Sucl~ are 
riches, power, nobility, magistracy, country, 
elegance of form, on the one liantl; and on 
the other hand, poverty, necessity, ignoble 
birth, slovenliness, contempt and the like. 
Thus Peter and Paul declare that Cot1 is not 
a respec-tcr of persons because I-Ie makes no 
difference hhveen Jew and Greek, to reject 
one and receive the other, n~erely on ; ~ e ~ u u n t  
of lus nation (Acts 10:34; Roni. 2: 11). So 
Janies uses thr salne language w l ~ c r ~  1118 irss~arts 
that Cod in IIis judbmient pays no regard to 
riches (2:s)  . . . There w i l l ,  therefore, be no 
contradiction in our affirming, thirt ;~ccu)rding 
to the good pleasure of His will, God chooses 
whom He wiU as His children, irrespective 
of all merit, while He rejects and repro1)ates 
others. Yet, for the sake of further satisfac- 
tion, the matter may be rxplainctl in t l r r  fol- 
loning nianncr. They ask ho\v it happens, 
that of hvo persons distinguished from each 
other by no merit, God, in His elcrtion, leiives 
one and takes mother. I. on the ot1rc.r hand, 
ask them, whether they suppose him that is 
taken to possess any thing that can attrcrct 
the favor of God? If they confess that 11c. has 
not, as indeed they must, it \\-ill follow, that 
God look not at man, but derives His nio- 
tive to favor him fro111 His o\\n gmdnehs. 
God's election of one rn'ul, therefore, while 
He rejects anothcr, proceeds not from any 
respect of Inan, but solely from Ilis o\vn 
merc?.; ~ ~ l ~ c l i  xilay freely display i~nd  cxcrt 
itself \\,herever ant1 whenever it . . ." 
(Inst., 111, SSIII ,  S ). 
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THE CLASSICS - 

CRITIQUE 
by AGATHA LUBBERS 

Last month's Feature: "Classics - Good 
or Bad" w+ll 11e co~xltrdcd this month, t~nclcr 

tile above rtrbric. 

The Case for Classics in the School 
I should state at the outset that my 

argument will assume that the Christia~l 
School - The Protestcut Reforlned Christian 
School - cannot avoid using the classics in 
its instruction of the youth. This is t11c 
world in which he lives. Hr is in tlir 
world. He cert,ainly is not of it but lic 
must certainly h o w  the world in \vllich 11r 
lives, he must ki~o\v thc culturc of the 
world and be must bc ahlc to an;ll>ze ;und 
evaluate these prodl~cts of the worlcl. 

1 should further argue that even tliol.~gli 
we do not teach the classics nor holcl for 
tnldi al l  that the classics are trying to say, 
we nevertheless use the classics to tcnvl~. 
The position of the Pr. Reformed Chr. 
School is not one of neutrality ant1 our use 
of the classics does not negate our distinc- 
tive position. Tlzis has always been thr 
way in n,hich God has worked. He has al- 
ways &even the best prodiicts of natural 
man to the child of God for his usc. \Vc 
are the salt of the e'arth. The t~nrth is 
here for the Christian. This iinclucles thc 
classics properly unclerstood. Language, 
along with all tlic other scienccs, is a gift 
of God. I t  is through language and par- 
ticularly in the early Greek and Hellrev; 
that the revc1;ition of Cod came to men. 

GOOD OR BAD 

It 51~as through the means of early classi- 
cists that the Scriph~res wcre prcsenled for 
US. 

The position of the Protestant Refomled 
Ch~~rchcs has never been anabaptistic. We 
arc not pietistic. \\re arc Calvinists. This 
does not mean that we asninle for truth 
every thing that \ve read nor does our 
assumptio~l that the classics are a proper 
means for study and analysis i~iiply nich 
a position. We have a calling to analyze 
and carcafully criticize those classics tvbich 
\vc read and study. Our approach is not 
that of the legalist \vho takes a touch not, 
taste not, handle not attitude but we use 
all things placing all things in the service 
of Gocl. In a certain sense our s~irihlal sen- 
sitivity can be tuned up and honed clown 
by nleans of the classical literature which 
we read. 

One of the q~iestions wit11 which I was 
confronted \\,as: "IIust we rear1 everything? 
hlnat our children read iulmorality? was the 
appe~~derl explanation. In order to ans\\-er 
the previous question we 111ust first define 
imniordlity. \Vc should answer unequivo- 
cally then that immorality is ethical spiritulal 
cleparture from the latry of God. A writer 
composes literature xvhich is i n ~ n ~ o n ~ l  \\hen 
it collimunicates to the reader that which 
iq contrcuy to HIS \\70rd and holds for 
truth that which is contrary to His \\'ord 
and testimony. To me the question is not 
must our children rcctd immoral literature 
lmt may they and can they. (There is no 
age when one can read pornography and 
not be repulsed if he  is spiritually sensi- 
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tivc.) Children can road thaL wl~ich is 
i~n~noral  (notice ottr drfinitio~l) accordhg 
to their level of maturity ;IIICI not he affect- 
ed adversely by such i r~l~~~oral i ty .  There is 
a certain age, howvever, ;it \vl~ich they are 
neither spiritually sensitive nor cliscerning 
enough to detect the error t;~ught by solne 
"good" literature. It is tllc! responsibility 
of tllc discerning teacher i~nd the parent 
to point out the error ant1 show it for what 
it is in this portrayal o f  life. I f  the child 
is able to read critiozlly litc.ri~tr~re which 
teaches that nhich is co~~triiry to tile \i70rd 
of God, and is tl~crrfore ~IIIIIIOI.;I~ i~ccording 
to our clefinition, thcn 11c I I I I I ~  read such 
literature. 

Children do not lenrn in :I v;~cu~un. The 
knowledge of thc thesis in this world of 
sin is never discovcrrd. Gotl revei~ls truth 
but in a certain sense the chiltl 1nat11rc-s ;tnd 
dcvclops thetically as he comes into con- 
tact \tit11 that \vhich is contrary to the 
\vord of God ant1 his testi~nony. In this 
sense live antitl~etically over agirinst the 
world. Our shidy of the classics must also 
develop tllis attitucle and t11ttt at the intel- 
lectual level of our lives. 

I emphasize agairr that Il~o scliool tlocs 
not teach the classics nor tlo \vc teitch 
anything that is contrary to the word of 
God. 'Illis woulcl be contrt~ry to the hasic 
principles that unclerlie Protesta~it Rc.fonned 
cdiication. All education must accord with 
the teaching of the word of God ;IS this 
word is interprctetl in the 'l'l~rc.t! For~ns of 
Unity. This is consistent \vith the confes- 
sion of the Christian. As a Clrristinn it is 
imperative that education I)c givcn consist- 
ent with this pattern. 

It is correct lo say thcrc.forr, tlri~t we 
never si~nply leaell a s~~l~jc+cl  :IS iln appreci- 
ation tqpe subject. This is ~)i~rlict~l;u.ly not 
trur in the area of literatt~rc.. 'l'hr tcrln ap- 
prcci~~tion-type snl~ject is :I 111is-non~er in 
the sense that literatures is i l l  the. curricuhn~ 
nf the Christian school in ortlcr that boys 
ant1 girls may learn to appreciate (IiITerent 
fornls of literatiire. No\\, it is t n ~ c  thiit the 
fornl of the literary work to ;I great rxtent 
iducnces the effectiveness of the commnni- 
cation of ideas :inti to 111at c.sltbnl we learn 
to appreciate and e~nul ;~ t r  good forrn Ilut 
we do not simply npprcci~~tc. i111tl trcas~tre 
every thing t11:lt has brcn l~rc~th~ced he- 
ci~usc it is acclai~rlctl I,y tllc! ~~~njor i ty  to be 

worthy of such honor. \\'e have a responsi- 
bility as disccn~i~ig Christians to be critical 
of that \vhich 1r.c rcud and to esanlinc all 
things in the ligl~t of the \\'ord of God. 

This examination and criticism takes place 
according to thc nleahurc of the gift of 
analysis and spirit11;ll discernment that is 
in us. \\re cannot espcvt the c ldd  to read 
so critically and discerningly as the one 
rvho has 1o11g stttdicd thc tfeceitful forms 
in w 11 i c h error ( i~n~norality ) is often 
couched. Do not think t11itt nice literiiture 
is tnie l~ec ;~ t~sr  it is nice. "The closer 
come to thosc I>ri~nclies and departments of 
modern cultr~re in \\~hich man's ethical na- 
ture finds espressio~~, thc nlorc it I,ccon~cs 
evident that ~notlern culture is corrupt." 
H. Hoeksern:~, 7'hc Christicm and Cnltrrre. 
But this may not nl\vays be so evident and 
a studied attempt must bc made to guide 
our children in their reading. Let them 
read, ha\-e them read, encourage them to 
read, but gtiilide them in their reading. 

So-Called Christian Literature Exposed 
l luch of the pietistic itnd so-called re- 

ligious literature of our day which is found 
in so many churcll lilxnries is neither litera- 
ture nor is it Christian. I all1 rernindctl at 
this moment of one such preposterous "r~ov- 
el" \vhich came from the lloody Prcss. It 
is entitled Pust Fin~ling Out. Therc's not 
a swear wort1 in thc book but it is so per- 
vadrd \\.it11 il \rencc.r of religiosity that it 
ig  neither Christian nor is it literature, ilnd 
there are Inany such books. 

Literature must portray lifc. It need not 
he pornographic in order to portray life, but 
it must I>e honcst. "The Christian school 
has the ol~ligi~tion to provitle Christia~~ 
literahire \vrittcn oil a huitahly artistic 
Ic\.el. l l ~ t c h  of ~ h c  so-culled Christian lit- 
eratnrc of the I:ttc 19th i~nd early SOtlr 
centuries :~nd so-ci~lled Christian liter;~ti~rr: 
of this present <lily is nothing hut pietistic 
drivel. In thew I)ooks graliinrar irnd sen- 
tence structur~k arc poor, plots are so ini- 
probable as to I)e absurd, xoody-goody 
characters rcact to temptation in a thor- 
oughly unrealistic \vay - \r.holc books reek 
of in~probability. Yct because they revere 
religion out\vardly i~ntl are published 1)y 
Christian plil~lishi~~g houses, these books 
are included ill Christian school libraries 
even though they violate every s1antl;rrtl 
of good litcr;~hlre." (frorn High School 
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ErlgR.~li Currictdum Grtide, N.U.C.S . )  
I am convinced that the materials rc- 

ferred to in the above quotation arcs in :I 

very real sense more dangero~ls For our 
clddren to read than the so-callecl ill:- 
moral 1:ookb to which \rre object because 
they have more than two swciir words cr 
charactrristic slang included in them. The 
pietistic, -&minian gush published by most 
publishing houses should be held by us in 
utter contempt and scorn. 

Im~nah~rity often hinders thr young read- 
er in being truly critical and sclcctive in 
his rending. Let us not stymie hirn com- 
pletely and make him a victiln of a poor 
class of literature, which is ueither litera- 
ture nor Cl~ristian as we attempt to keep 
him from reading so-called "clnssical" lit- 
erature. Let's expose him to sonle of the 
best irl the field and develop in him dis- 
cenl~nent that is necessary for hull as H 

Christian in the midst of the world. 

IN MEMORIAM 

The Federation of Protestant Refonlied Young People's Societies and the Bi.acon 

Lights staff express our sincere Cluistian syl~pathy to the H. Iloehcr~la farr~ily in 
the loss of their father our beloved 

REVEREND HERXIAN HOEKSELIA 

.\lay God give us grace to remain tr~lc to the tmth which He mightily proclau~~ed 
through this man. 

HELPS FOR BIBLE STUDY ON THE Book of 
by REV. G. LUBBERS 

3. But God is faifl~fttl to His co~enani .  
Sotice the Same Jehovd~ in verses 7 
and 10. 
a. Judah confesses I& sin. Finds forgive- 

ness and returns to the home of his 
father. 

b. Tanlar is brought into the covenart 
line; the covenant family is preserved. 

c. Froni Perez king 1)avicI is born. Ruth 
-1:18. 1 Chron. 2:J. Cluist, the Holy 
One. i\ lmrn frnrrl the u~lholy by the 
wonder of God's grace. hIatthew 1:3. 

Questions: If hat is the importance of this 
chapter in the Scriptures? 
\\'hat is the importance of tllc 
Same Jehovah here? 

GENESIS 
Chapter 39. The lone wanior is 11ladc strong 
by the an11 of the Alnughty. Gcnesis 49:21. 
1. Joseph ~ileets a nac enemy in the person 

of  Potiphar's wife. 
a. Potiphar, the chief of the royal guard, 

buys Joseph, finch that lic is attractive 
ill appearance, arnbitioi~s and capable, 
so that hc places Joseph os adminis- 
trator over the affairs of l i s  large 
estate, including land, catlle, servants, 
ctc. 

b. God causes Potiphar to place so nluch 
coddence in Joseph that Joseph re- 
ceives conlplete charge over all of 
Potiphar's house. 

c. But Po t ipWs wife is an adulterous 
woman who is determined to enmare 
t h i ~  slave into sin. 
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5. Utct joseph recogr~izes her us nn enemy 
untl is preparetl lo rm-ist. 
a. How different Joseph's attitude toward 

temptation tliiui that of Jt~dah. fIe 
avoids tenlptatiom instead of inviting 
them. 

11 .  His iunl remains strong ui thi! Got1 of 
Jacob. IIv givcs tllree reasotls why I I C  
nlay not givc ill to the \vicki.tl cn- 
treaties of l'otiphar's wifi.. \\llii~t are 
they? Verses 8, 9. 

3. O t ~ c  more Jose~)h's rig11 f eoris t~ ess  is 
rl~arged agahut I I ~ I I I .  (Sec 40: 15) 
a. He is acc~lsc!d ol the very sin that 

Potiphilr's wife is guilty of - a co111- 
lnon p r a c t i c e  among sinners. She 
scorns him because of his religion and 
speaks disparagingly of him as a Jew, 
or Hebrew. (Gen. 11:16, desccnd,mt 
of Heber.) 

b. The punishment is nloderate consider- 
ing the crime of \i~luch he as a slave 
was accused. nut lie is n e ~ e r t l ~ ~ l e s s  
put in chains. for tlie Lord is trying 
Joseph. Psal~n 105: 18, 19. 

c. Some time elapwd while Joseph lay in 
prison. Grievous as wa.s his tri;il as 
stranger in n stmnge land. tlic I.ord 
proved th;lt I le was with him. In this 
dark honr God gave relief by causing 
the kecper of the prison to put him in 
a position of trust. Jehovali made him 
to prosper. \.\Thy? 

Questions: What is the purposc of the fiery 
trials of the believer? 
How nwst we ex~lain thc pros- 
perity of the wicked overagainst 
the afllictions of the people of 
God? Psalm 73. 
How was Joseph blessed clr~ring 
this hial? Matthew 5: 11,  Rom. 
8:28, IT&. 12:2. 

Chapter 40. The lone w'urior experiences 
ancw that God h with him. 
1 .  God brings two prominent men, the chief 

of the butlers ctr~rl the chief of t11c king's 
bokers into prisot~ with Joscph. Joseph is  
/)laced in chnrge over them. 
;I. We read ollly that tliey offended the 

king. There is no evidence that one of 
them sought the king's life. The exact 
offence is not important. 

I,. \$%at is i~nportnnt is the providence 
of God in this event. 

2. The Lord speaks to thcit~ tl~rongh dreams. 
a. Espccidy in this period of hislory 

that \Ire are studying God frequently 
use5 dreams as the channel of divine 
revelation. For wliose sake? The ofi- 
cen of the king or Joseph? 

b. God causes these dreiuns to trouble 
the Imtler and tlle 11akc.r. so that tl~ey 
ci~nnot help but consider them lnorc. 
thiln ordinary dreiunis. 

c. .Also Joseph must have concluded that 
these dreams were frorn the Lord and 
tliot the Lord wo~ild use 1 ~ 1  to inter- 
prctc them. \Vho clse would be able 
to i~iterprete dreams that were fro111 
the Lord? 

d. These dreams were in perfect har- 
many with the duties that each car- 
ried out before the king. 

3. The Lord shows Joseph the interpreta- 
tion of the dreams. 
a. IIc is confident that tlie interpretation 

\trill I)(. ve&ed in three days. He asks 
thc butler to remember him when the 
butler is restored to his position before 
Pharaoh. H e  wants Pharaoh to de- 
liver him from prison. 

11. Joseph explains that he was stolen 
from Canaan. The guilty parties ilrc 
not mentioned. He also pleads his in- 
nocence in Potiphar's house, again 
without mentioning who is responsible 
for his imprisonment. 

c. On the king's birthday amnesty is be- 
stowed upon the butler, even as God 
had revealed in the dream. But thc 
butler shows very little appreciation. 
probably too happy about his own re- 
lease to become involved in a case of 
some stranger. 

d. Joseph is called to possess his son1 in 
patience for another two years. 

Questions: Which other forms of revelation 
do we meet in Scripture? 
11%~ does Cod give dreams to 
wicked men? 
What is the importance of thc 
history of this chapter for Joseph? 

Chaptcsr 41. The lone warrior sees the dawn- 
ing of his day of victory. 
1. Joseph is called to Pharaoh's court. 

a. The occasion: Phanoh's dream. IIr 
saw seven fat cows ascend from the 
Nile ii~id graze on tlic Nile grass. He 
also saw seven ugly, thin cows ascend, 
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devour the fat LD\\?s, and relnain flesh- 
less in their appearance. Thereupon 
11e saw seven full and fine ems of 
cam on a st&, followed by seven 
din, weather beaten, hardened ears, 
which devoured the full ciirs. 

b. The b g  caru~ot banish theso rlreau~s 
from his mind. \\'lly not? \Vho causes 
that? He calls Inen versed in tiecipher- 
ing heiroglyphics and cultivated in 
die art of astrology, as urell as wise- 
men, but to no avail. l l c y  can think 
of no interpretation that can satisfy 
the king. Who prevents then1 from 
trying? 

c. Thereupon the butler duninks about 
Joseph, who is called from prison. 
made meticulously clean ant1 i~~tircd 
in proper raiment to appear before 
the king. \\'hat an experience for an 

- - 'n imprisoned slave! 
.: 2: Joseph ii~tmprets the king's dreoiir. 

; " a. lJharaoh says rather confidc~itlp, "Fo- 
t h e  to hear a dream k to interpret 
i t"  P b h  must learn that there is a 
God in heaven \\rho has all powcr - 
selids dreams, shows the future, car- 
ries out & counsel. Joseph replies 
that interpretations are quilc apart 
froill him. But GOD will ariswer to 
put Pharaoh's mind at  ease. Once 
more Joseph is confident that the 
&cans have been sent for his sake 
and that God will eivc hirn tlic inter- - c -  2. - prctation, as servant of the truc God. 

. b. The dream are one. The key to the 
problem lies in the number seven. Fst . . .m - . -  cows and lean caws, full ears and thin 
ears all fall into place. Even the fact 
that the dream was repeated its 
signiFicance. 

c. Joseph becomes bold in his God, \Vho 
has dl power in heaven and on earth. 

3. Josepll offers a four point progrartl. 
a. A nlan must be found to administer 

the ,Iffairs of Egypt. 
b. Officers must be appointed to carry 

out the administrator's orders. 
c. Diiring the seven years of plenty a 

fifth of the crop must be tak1.11 in 
taxes. This would be no great 1,urclen 
because of the great prosperity. 

d. The g d  gathered must be stored in 
cities and kept for the f,mline to 
come. 

n. He follows Joseph's advice. He even 
decides that no one of Joseph's equal 
can be found to carry out .such an 
enomlous task. Acts 7: 10. 

1 1 .  To Josepll's arnnzenlellt Ile is ~natle 
prin~e minister or secretary of state in 
E a p t .  His faith iu Cod ta~npels him 
to accept. 
(1) He i given a royal s e a l  to seal 

all ollicial docueri ts  in the king's 
name. 

(2)  He is provided with new clothing 
of the finest linen in harmony 
with his office. 

(3) He receives a gold &in about 
his neck as a symbol of authority. 

(4 )  A royal chariot is placed a t  his 
disposal and respect for his posi- 
tion is demanded 

(5) I3e is given an Egyptiiu~ wife of 
high birth, most likely to avoid 
prcjudice against hirn rind to in- 
vite respect among the Egyptians. 

5. lit this positioii he remains fuitl~ful to lais 
God. 
a. I le  is given an Egyptian n m e ,  Zaph- 

nab-paaneh, which may mean ''sus- 
tainer of life." He is now become of 
age. \Ire are informed that he is now 

yeii,m: of age. Luke 3:B. This 
is thirteen years after hi? tleparture 
from Canaan. 

I,. Gradually he begins to realize that 
God had a p a t  purpose in bringing 
hirn into Egypt. His dreanls n u y  still 
be in his mind, if so he looks forward 
to meeting his f d y  again. 

(to be contiiiued) 

--- . .  

EDITORIAL EXPLANATION 
Dear Readers: 

September Bc;rtan Lights is late for 
two reasons. Frrht, the P.R. Y.P. Con- 
vention was late, hence the Feature 
;~rtrcle was late. 

Secondly, several articles, including 
the editorial, were just plain h e !  

I,  personally. am sorry that thus ex- 
planation ba.. to Lc made, for ;I ~eriodi- 
cal of Beacon Lights quality shodd 
never be late. 

The Editor. 
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