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STANDING IY 1966 

Y o L I ' ~ ~  I I O ~  alone, I I ~  111itttc-r how your The Lord h;~s said, of h a t  s:une way. t l ~ ; ~ t  
friends take leavc o f  you, in tril>~~l;rtion few there be that fhrd it! 
sore: He held that wny in very high csteern! 

Nor \\.hen you take a sti~nd that alicni~tcs 
tile mass, to leave you st;lndirlg \,.ith ~r01~llet.  youthful saint, once thought 

;u~ght else hut firm conviction, and that he "as "lone. 

as based upon Cotl's \Vortl. But wondror~sly Jehovah sho\\.ctl him other- 

hlajorities c:m makc you loolc a sorry sight lVhe! 

. . . ancl, even thougl~ you're right, it's 
tlifficult for us, frail niortals that we I)c, 
to champion right in face of al~nost over- 
tvhclming opposition. 

Younfi saint, the Lord has never pronriscd 
you that your life's way would I J ~  witll- 
out these tlroms, atit1 Iniuny morc. 

Ant1 t1111s it is, in your life and irr 111inc. 

It's difjicuft, we said. hut stand for tlie right 
yo11 shall! 

And :~bo, opposition to the right call o ~ ~ l y  
ever be an r11171ost ovcnvhel~ning force. 

It nevcr can be marc! th~ut~ that! 
It srlrc~ly is sufficicnl for the saint to know 

that all the hihulation, all the scoffing, 
all the trials and the, tears that you must 
suffer in this vale arc but the loving 
chastening of His God, even n.Ircn you 
stand, and by God's grace, upl~old the 
right! 

Indeed, yo11 know it ci111not be a curscl 
God, mther, pwifirs t l ~ c  ones He loves and 

to that process Icads you in your way. 

Sfajoritirs, you 1;11o\\., if measured by that 
nunrl)cr norm alone, arc worthless. 

Far I)cttcr, youth. it is to seek uncompro- 
111isi11g1y the h u r ~ ~ l ~ l c  ~ n t l ~ s  of truth, a ~ ~ d  
though it seems you stnnd alone, despisetl 
by ;dl, knom this: 

You stand in faith, and you coinniune \\pith 
God to Icwl you in the right? 

Yo11 fervently implore that all lIis glorions 
Word may be the guide for your life's 
day, as, week hy meek, i t  quickly flies 
away? 

You scck forgivrness for your .sin\, as lm- 
man fri~ilty and a nature all depravctl 
\vould, if possible, almost obliterate thc 
thor~ght of God? 

Remember this: It is the only God of all 
the earth and lreavens that has I~egur~ 
the work in you! 

It's also I-Ic tlint 111ade you stand and ear- 
nestly defend the truth and right, which 
work He surely finishes and vindicates 
His suffering saint! 

You think thi~t as you \valk this straight 
and n:u-row way in 1966 your friends 
grow few arid that the adversary ruounts 
and mounts? 

This ma?- be t n ~ e .  

But when you walk with God, the vict'ry 
lies \\~itliin your breast. 

You're NOT alone!! 

H.W.K. 
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FEATURE 

"THE TREMENDOUS TRIFLE " 
"This," IIIY wife said, "is a typical illus- 

tration of \\-hat is kno\vn as a trecnc~rldous 
trine." 

It  \<*as Cluistnlas Eve and up  to no\\. 
had been one of my most joyhcl. \f7e had 
al\vays I~een a poor fi~mily and st!ltlocri hi~d 
too much to spend on presents for one 
another. Kot that presents and gifts are 
the heart of Christmas - really we all knew 
that Christ is the heart of C h r i s t n ~ : ~ ~  --but 
there is ;i wamlth on Christmas Eve whec~ 
all the family is together and t l ~ c  presents 
of each one is opened in the presence of 
all. Then we find we really do love one 
another ;IS we all rejoice in the joy of tho 
other. As I said before so far this Clrrist- 
mas Eve was one of the best. but now dis- 
content and anger began to creep into the 
family circle. One could feel it jiro\zr .~rcd 
build up, and, as it increased, i l l  iuvrrsc. 
proportion, peace began to dinrinisli. iVr 
had all been waiting for my oltlest son 
to come home at 10 P.11. before \ve begnn 
to un\vrap our gifts. Xly hvo youngtr 
chilclren could hardly restrain thr1nse1v1.s 
'as they eytd the pile of h o \ v n  goodie.. 
under the tree. Oh, how they woulcl like 
to know what mas under each \\,rappin<. 
\\'hen \vo~~ltl  their I~rotlier get lconrc*? 12i1gcr- 
ly they \vould peek out the frol~t wu~clo\v 
hoping each car that \vent by \vot~ld h ~ m  
in the driveway. Finally with ;I shout 
"Here he is!" they began to tlancc. ancl 
laugh. Brother came in shaking thc nesv- 
fallen snow off his jacket. His h.inds had 
a little grease on thcnr and lie looketl as 
though he may have h;icI trouble on the 
road. "I wonder if I niay borrow yoltr c.lr 
Dad," he said, "I have to nin I):lcL to Stan- 
dale for a moment ancl then \vill 1~ right 
back." You could see the faces of nry two 
younger children drop. \\'hat? After ill1 

this waiting must they oncr again havt: 
their hopes postponeil? Their loyalty to 
their brother \I-ould not allow tlrrm to eom- 
plain and after all Standale was only a 5 
nlinute drive from our home. \Vhat dif- 
ference w o ~ ~ l d  15 more minutes I I I ~ I ~ ~ ?  As 
lie went l~aek out the door \ve settled down 
to await the quarter hour deluy. A half 
hour later we were still waiting. Slowly 

rcsentu~ent began to build up inside my 
heart. \ V h t  in the world is tlie matter 
with that boy, he's 25 years old and cer- 
t;iinly must know how a teenager and an 
ll-year-old child want to open their pres- 
ents. Is lie once again repairing that mis- 
erable wreck of a car of his? Couldn't that 
wait for some other day besides Christmas 
Eve? Has he no feelings for his family? 
Now 35 of an hour l~ilcl passed ant1 still he 
lrad not rctumed. 'I'lic children were get- 
ting sleepy and depressctl and I began to 
1,ecome angry. Should \ve exchange gifts 
without him? After all church services were 
to be held in the moming and we needed 
socne sleep. \ly discontent became vocal 
as I spoke to my wife concerning these 
matters. Immediately this spirit of anger 
and discontent began to spread through the 
whole filmily. It was as though sotnenne 
had put ;I match to dry leaves ; ~ n d  thc 
flames began to crackle. In my mind's eye 
I sa\il the whole Christmas day n~ined by 
this spirit. 

Then I remembered prayer - illso this 
poem \vhich I picked up some\\~hrre. 

"RESTRAIXISG PRAYER \VE CEASE 
TO FIGHT. 

PR4YEII SIAEES THE CI-IRISTILCV'S 
ARSlOUR BRICIIT. 

k\D SATAS TRESIBLES \ i r t lES HE 
SEES - 

THE \VEAEEST SAINT UPON HIS 
KNEES." 

No, 1 didn't get clown on 111)' knees, not 
physically, that is, but mentally 1 got lower 
then thict. I prayed inwardly. 

"llerciful God and I'nther have compas- 
sion upon this family. How prone to 
hate we are. How self centered tve are. 
How q ~ ~ i c k  we art? to thiuk the \\.orst of 
one iiccother. \Vcs arc quick to judge and 
condemn. The tongne is a little thing but 
who can control it? Only Tl~ee, Al- 
mighty Cod. Oh, Father deliver me 
from myself, banish tlie anger and hatred 
in my ow11 heart i d  restore peace to 
this fir~nily. So many Christmilses have 
been mined by xny terrible temper, I 
pray Thou milt  give me patience, re- 
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store love and Christian fcllo\vship in 
this I~omc!" 

A knock at drc door. we t11r11cd iiround, 
in walked my oldest son, more grease on 
his hands. "Oh, God," I pleaded inwardly, 
reverently, give mc! patience, cont~-c)l my 
temper." "Do you Ililve a fl:isl1ligl1t Dad?". 
he asked. "No, I answered, with all the 
self control I could conlmancl." "Oh, well, 
he said, a few matches \rill do. Conie out 
into the garage l>ln~se," 11c askctl. Fightins 
myself all the way I obliged, lily fiunily 
close on my heels. Ile struck a 111;1tch, held 
it down under the rear of the ciir. "I hope 
there is no gas 011 the floor, ~n;iyl)e he will 
blow 11s up too," I tl~ougllt. 1 locked. As 
I got up from bending over looking, there 

\\-ere tears in my eycs. I fought hard to 
hold then1 back. On each rear tvheel nr;is 
a brand ncw snow tire, a Christ~nas present 
to Dad. "I couldn't get them put 011 as 
quick as I thought," he said, "the garage 
man was so busy 1 had to wait an extra 
$6 of an l~our." 

\Ve wc~lt  into the house. A gdsoline air- 
plane for my 11-year-old boy. a fish aquar- 
ium for my 15-year-old son, a canlera and 
film for my \\life, ;I toaster for lny 25-year- 
old son (to use at college). And for me a 
most blessed Christmas Eve. I tremble to 
think \\*hat would have happened if I had 
not prayed. 

Do yo11 pray? . . . try it. 
Vernon Graescr 

GET UNDERSTANDING ! 
"Hotc ~nrrcla better is it to get u;isdom than gold! and to get understatuling rather 

to be chosen than silcer!" Proverbs 16: 16 

Young people, ho\v much do yo11 earn? 
And \vhy are you cr;~rning this? It is good 
to face the question. \Ve live in a very 
materialistic ugr - :111 agc in which miin 
seeks I I I C  co~nforts tu~tl pleasurc's \vliich this 
worlcl has to offer. 'I'l~cre is tho rcill desire 
for poltl and silver. Or possillly this could 
be stated in a lnorc down-to-cti~rtli tvay. 
Yo11 ;lrr \\,orking, nlayl~e, so t l ~ i ~ t  you can 
get a ~ ~ o l l ~ c r  and Iwtlcr car. 01. you are 
interested in obtaining a Luge wartlrobe of 
hautiftll clothes. r\r~tl if you co~ltemplntc 
marriage soon, you arc earning ,so that yo11 

may (.quip a home. It see111s that one of 
the essential items of "furniture" for every 
newly cstahlished home is a television set. 
After ;ill, young coi~plcs n~ust  h:~vc. this for 
their entcrtailxnent imcl relaration in evc- 
nings. 

But one thing \vllich young people (and 
older too) forget is the need for good books 
withiu t l ~ e  ho~ne. This is possibly the last 
thing tllollght of in prepcuing to establi~li 
a ne\v home. It  is probably not even con- 
sidered by young people \ h o  believe they 
have many years before them to do such 
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things. 1-et the invcntion of thc printing 
press (and the consequent rn~~ltil)licntiou 
of books) is one of the most wontlc.rh~l in- 
ventions of the age. It has matlc. available 
the Bible for pcrsonal use ant1 study in 
every Christian home. It  has n~;ttIc possible 
con~mcr~tarics autl meditations i111on that 
\\'ortl of God. It has I)rought the thoughts 
of nlany saintly men of many ages to the 
library shelves of those interestcd. Tnw: 
this same instrument has been usctl by evil 
men ui~der the direction of tl~c! tlevil to 
ac1v;unce the cause of sin and corruption. 
Uiit that aspect of the misuse of this invrn- 
tion 1 do not wish to consider no\\.. Good 
books are defmitely available for thc Chris- 
tian home which can serve as tools in fiir- 
ther study of the \Vord of Gotl. 

Young people ought to havr tlcfi~~ite plans 
to establish a well-rounded li1)r:try to aid 
thcrn in the study of God's 'svorcl. lloney 
ought to be set aside for that end. Prob- 
itbly a monthly sum could bc tlcsigrletecl 
for tliat goal. Nor ought this to I)c too 
miscrly a sum. Books cost money. Aud it 
involves a matter which is worthy of a 
good investment. 

In building a home library, which 1,ooks 
o ~ ~ g l i t  one to obtain? I will not give many 
definite recommendations in this ;~rticlc. 
I w o ~ ~ l d  suggest though, that thc I~ooks of 
our own Rev. H. Hoeksema ought to be 
included. The Acts of our own Synods 
should be there. Ought not urc. meml>ers 
of tlic church, 1)c vitally concer~lrtl wit11 
the actions of our own denominirtion? ,4nd 
if we have not these Acts of past years. we 
ought to make every effort to obtain as 
nlany as are yet available (ant1 at $1.90 
per copy, this is a real bargi~in). Tba 
stated clerk of our Synod, Rev. G. Vnnclrn 
Berg, c,m supply these. But otlicr books 
can be useful too. Bible c-ncyclop~dias 
and Bible dictionaries are helpful. Com- 
nlrntaries, partic111;irly on Scriptural pas- 
sages hcing discussc~d in church organizn- 
tions, are useful. Church history l~ooks are 
profitable. Others could be mentioned, but 
this is sufficient for now. 

Brit, how does one detcnnine whicl~ 
books to choose? llow docs one j11t1gc bc- 
hveen commentnrics? The Iny~nnn, rvho 
may not have had much contact wit11 I~ooks, 
is hard-pressed to determine the best for 
his purpose. I would suggest that your 
~xlinister could be contacted. I woi~ltl like 

to see, too, that our scniir~;~ry professors 
col~ltl dr;tw up :I list of r rcor~~~~lcnded  books 
for the hornc. Our scl~ool tei~cliers coultl 
together prepare a list of rrco~nmendetl 
I~ooks for children. Such lists coi~ltl 11c 
scnt to the local churches, nntl even tlis- 
tributed to the* f:i~nilies and to yo11 as young 
pc-oplc. The lists could colltitir~ information 
;IS to where the books coultl be obtainctl. 
From these lists, regular selcctio~u could I)e 
~natle. 

But books, standing ~ I I I I I S ~ ~  and dusty 
I I ~ X ~ I  the shelf, mean notl~ing. That rca- 
111inc1s me of the recent mass ~neeting co~n- 
~ncmorating the Refomlation \vhich \\.as 
I~rld at the Civic in do\\~r~to\vn Grand R;tp- 
ids. Literuhirc was distributed after the 
n~ceting. One Iliarl, plainly ;I "bum," col- 
Irctrd a Inass of material. Col~jech~res were 
111:lde concerning him. \\';IS I I ~  nn educated 
man, fallen upon bad times? \\'as he deep- 
ly touched by thc meeting and eager tr, 
tliscover more? Some, 1 I~c*ilrd later. fol- 
lowed the miln as he we~~d(.tl his way bo- 
hind the Civic Auditoriuni. Carefully he 
spread the illaterial upon the ground . . . 
and then lay tIo\vn to sleep. The undcr- 
lying principlcs of Scripti~rc, set forth in 
this litrraturc, served this III:III only in it 

pliysic;11 way. 'The niatcri;~l nlay havcb 
warmed his body -but 11;1rclly his soul. 
Unread books in our homrs sen7e not ;I 

mr~ch better purpose. They may be dcc- 
or;~tive. These may leave a favorable im- 
pression upon the visitor. 1311t they arc of 
no benefit for 11s. 

Books mnst I,e used. Therct are books 
wliicli ought to be used in preparing for 
our Sunday services. Othcrs shor~ld be used 
in preparing for societies :~nd catechis~ii 
classes. Somc can be rend i l l  the "quiet 
hour." But by all means, t i~ne must be set 
aside to rtilrl the vol~lnies of valuable ma- 
terial available to us. l l i~ny  claim, of 
course, that they are not ''rc!i~ders." I sup- 
poses tliat there are a few instiinces where 
this is true, hut in most czlsrs it is rather 
;I matter of not developing proper habits. 
A time should be set aside every day, pos- 
sil)ly to begin with, iifteen rninutes, for the 
p r p o s r  of rei~tling good n~;ltcri:tl. In this 
way a good habit will dcvclop and grow. 
Try it once. 

Reading, of itself, docs not give one 
either wisdom or understanding. It  is not 
to Ile obtained through the efforts of man. 
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These are gifts of God through tllc opcSrn- 
tion of lIis Spirit in our hc~nrls. \l!e are 
not born with these; we do not merit or 
earn them; thesc arc gifts of pltrts nncc. 
It is also tnie tliilt knowledge ol)tained by 
study, of itself, pulrcth up ( I  Cor. 8:l). 
Kuo\~l~clge. SO very ofLc.11. secllls Lo l ~ c l  to 
conceit :u~d pride - Imt not to t r ~ ~ e  wisdom. 
Therefore parents often fear \\hen their 
children seek more ant1 higher ctl~~cation. 

But tho fact reniains that illcre is the 
calling to "get" wisrlo~u and u~~tlcrstandir~g. 
God provides means for our proper use. 
God detcrnlines that through the use of 
the nlc:tns, as theso :ire applied unto us by 

the Spirit, spiritual u~iderstanding and \\is- 
dom \t~ill develop ant1 grow. 'I'he niealls 
given do not provitlc these spiritual gifts, 
but they aid in their developnlcnt ancl 
growtl~. As tools, books also n ~ l ~ s t  bc used. 

\Iy advice to you, yonng people: begin 
now to ohtclin the tools. To11 are not too 
young; and it is not too soon. And use 
your tools. Proper study of the \\'ord is 
your calling. Use your tools to get a bet- 
ter unc1erst:tnding of that rovcl;ttion of 
Cod. To get \x*isdon~ and tunclcrstrinndir~g 
is truly far better titan the getting of gold 
and silver. 

VS. 

by REV. 

E R R O R  

ROBERT C. HARBACH 

10. THOUGHTS ON THE DOCTRINE O F  ELECTION 

8. ITS SUPRALAPSARIAN CHARACTER 
(continued) 

Election takes us I~itck to tht. 1,cginning 
of tllirlgs, to the bcginuing of Cod's counsel. 
We have I)ccn clc:tlir~g with 111o divine 
order of that cour~~cl  as that order if re- 
vealed in Scriphire. This, of course means 
that \vc have been setting forth supralap- 
sarianism, for that is the prc,tlrstinariar~ 
vicw of Script~~rc. \Vl~ilr. still o ~ t  Lhe sub- 
ject, it is highly rrco~~unenderl that you 
read the articles in tlte Stancii~rd Bearer, 
\?ol. 26, on "Suprali~psarianisni ontl Infm- 

I;tpsarianis~n," For tl~ose intercstctl, soinc 
limited copies of this volunle are ava&~hle 
throudi l l r .  Tonn Elzinga, 567 I\'. 19th St., 
Holland, Slicli. Bcforc \re leave this as- 
pect of ~ I I C  truth, let us take i t  I~rief looli 
:it the ortlcr of tlie decree of God as viewecl 
by vario~~s systems. 

First, tllcrc is Semi-Pelagianism, the motto 
of which is, "God can foreknow \vithouL 
foreordaining." This view ~ltakes tllc* decreca 
of Cotl oue "to sz.ve individuals." The 
order is: 1. Decree to create, includinr: 
rnan as a free moral agent, f;tllil)lc, with 
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his will contingrrrt ( unpredictal~lc). 2. 
Forc-secing the Fall of marl, Gotl clecrretl 
tllrough Christ to provide free s :~lv,~t io~~ for 
all men. 3. Fortveeinp that cert:lin hdi- 
viduals \\.auld tlccept the provision of sal- 
vation, \vide others would contir~ue to re- 
ject it to the last, Cod fro111 eternity cliosc 
those He foresaw \\.oc~ld accept it. 4. Tllc 
individuals He foresaw n,ould not 1,elieve 
He decreed to punish eternally. 

Second, there is rhninianisln, thr motto 
of which is, "Ability is the nleahllre of re- 
sponsibility." This virw makes t l ~ c .  clecree 
one ''to save lwlievers." The order is: 1. 
The decree to create. 2. The decree to 
pennit the Fall. 3. The decree to send 
Christ to die for the sins of cveryone in 
the world. 4. Tlre tlecrec to give glncc 
and light to all men sufficieut to enelde 
them to obtain eternal life. 5. The decree 
to save those foreseen as using the light 
they have, and as persevering in f.iitl~ 3nd 
holy Living. 6. The decree to cc>ndemn 
those foreseeu as not acccptirrg tlre provi- 
sion of salvation. 

Third, there is .4myraldianism, the 
motto of which is, "God has a general love 
to all men." This vicw supposc*~ a clecree 
"theoretically to ssvc dl." Tht: c~rdcr is: 
1. The decree of possible univcrsol salvn- 
tion. 2. The dccrtu: to offer sc~lv;rtion to 
all men if they believe in Chri\t. 3. The 
decree to give all men a nahlr;ll ilhility to 
repcl~t ,ind believe. 4. The tlccrc.c to ;xr- 
nrit thc ~noral i11;rl)ility (Fall) of ;ill meI1. 
5. The decree to give all I I I ~ I I  enabling 
grace to overcome their inability. 6. The 
decree to save those d n g  to l)r.lievc. 
- Kote: There is s;rlv;ltion for tlrcs hcaihrn 
wlro never come to hrar the Gc)bl)c~l, it tlrry 
acccapt the general grace of proviclr~lce. 

Fourth, there is I&al;~psnri;~nis~n. Its 
n~otto is, "God cannot love ;I no~r-entity." 
Involved is a "tlccree to save siuners." The 
Infm-order has a clecree: 1. to crcSntc irk per- 
f i ~ t i o n  for God's glory. ( A  clecrcc. i l ~  gen- 
eral). 2. to permit the Fall. 3. to elect 
from the mass of fallen men the. "ve;sels 
of mere>-." 1. to pass by the rest of man- 
kind and ordain them to clisl~onor and 
wrath for their sin. 5. to send Clrrist for thc- 
rctlc.mption of the elect. 6. to leave the 
rest of m;tnkind in their sins ;rntl to their 
just punishment. 

Fiftlr, there is Supralap~arianis~rl. Its mot- 

to is, "The liist thing in c\ecution is the 
first thing in purpose." Or, "LVlrat is first 
in desig~r iq the last it1 ;icco~~~plishnlent." 
It vie\vs the decree as one "to save the 
rlect." This is a decree of predestination. 
Tllc Supra-order has a decrec: 1. that God's 
glory bc reve;~lecl in Christ ;uitl IIis Church. 
2. the. election of Christ as IIead of the 
Church. 3. that from all treatable men 
(men to be created) a definite number be 
thc: elect church in Christ, anti a definite 
lrilnlber of IIICII be "vcsscls of wrath." 4. 
of justification for the elect, irnd of damna- 
tion for the rcnrobate. 5. of the Fall of 
those elected ;rntI reprobated men. 6. to 
create these men. 

Sixth, there is Supralapsariirnism. Protes- 
tant Refonired point of vicw. Our motto 
is, "Cod is God." "God is :rlways first." 
The decree is regarded as one "to reveal 
God's covena~rt." Our supr;tli~psarianism is 
cspccially concenred with the question, 
"\Vlrat in the decree is tlic main object? 
:uld what is subservie~rt to that object?" 
\Vhat we I,elirve to be the most Scriptural 
order of the decree is: 1. God's decree to 
revcsal His own glory in the establishment 
of His coveli;rnt. 2. Decree to realize this 
~~urpose  in thct Son of Gocl I~ocoming Christ, 
tht. lmagc of tlir invisible Cod, the First- 
Imrn of evrry creature, thc Beginning of 
tlre Ke\v Creation of God, which He be- 
came as the Firstbegotten of the dead, tllat 
in Him all the fulness of Gotl might dwell. 
3. Drcree for Christ, and for the revelati011 
of 1-16 fulness, the C l ~ ~ u c l i  n ~ ~ t l  all the elect. 
( a )  In this tlccree, Christ is not ordained 
for the Cliurclr, I)ut the Clrr~rch for Christ. 
(I,) The Cllurclr is His Botly. and serves 
tlic purpose of revealing tlrr fulness in 
Ilim. 3. 'l'o rcillize this Ch~rrch, and thus 
the glory of Christ, the reprobate are prr- 
determined ;IS vessels of \vrath. ( a )  Rep- 
rolution serves the purpose of election, as 
ch;rff servcts the ripening irntl han-csthg of 
t l ~ c  wheat. IS:I. 43:3, 1. (11) All SUI ~ I I ICI  
I-vil are ord;~inetl of God as subservient to 
the good. Gcn. 50:20. 5. In the Counsel of 
God, everything else in Ircaven and on 
earth are purposed as means to the realiza- 
tion of both c*lcction and reprobation, ant1 
tllerefore of the glory of Gocl's mercy and 
j~lstice in Christ. Therefore., all things must 
work togetlrer for the good of them that 
love God, to them who arc the caIled ac- 
cording to His eternal prlrposc. 
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9. ITS PURPOSE 
\ \ r l~a~  clid Cod ~ I : I I I  ,ind purl)r)ae fot us 

in His decree of election? IIe purposed 
that \vc shoultl be holy. "IIc lri~tll cliohen 
us in IIinl bcfore the for~ndatio~r of the 
world that me shoultl be holy and \vithortt 
blnnie 1,cfore I li~n" ( Epl~. 1 :4) .  \\'e 1i:~ve 
already pointetl out that thi\ is not the i~n-  
perfect inner holincsb which wc- have by 
grilce in this lifc, but t l ~ c  perfect holinrss 
of glory ord.ii~red for us in the \\,orlcl to 
come. The Lorcl 11,~s indeed orclai~lccl 110th 
for us, but the latter is espccinily intended, 
because it is absolutclp perfect. It is "with- 
o ~ l t  blame" 1)efore God. IIe fincls not a 
Ha\\. in it. 

That holiness lies ;~heatl of us. \\re do 
not have it yct. But personal, subjective 
linliness \ve do liuvc-, or wt! woultl not get 
to Ireavcn. It is one "without wlrich no 
nlan shall see tlre Lord." Though it is o 
gradual grace working in us, i~ncl o ~ ~ c  which 
constantly rcrninds 11s of our intl\\,elling 
sin, yet it is a clown payment 011 the per- 
fect holiness coming in glory. 

A prlrpose Gotl had for us cvrn prior to 
1)eing chosen to holincss \\,;IS that of adop- 
tion. Eph. 1:s. M'e owe our adoption as 
sons ulti~nately to Cod's tlc.cree of the rnd 
EIc purposed, not to the dccree of means. 
Tllcn n.e o\ve tlie fo~~ndation of ollr atlop- 
tion to our relotion to Christ's person, rather 
than to IIis atoning \vork. \Vc \rfere prc- 
drstin;ttetl to t l ~ e  atloption of solis not on 
thc basis of redemption, 1)11t on Christ's 
11;1tum1 sonship. 0111 j~~stificatior~ is CIIVL'C~ 

to the decree of tllc tneans. "In whom we 
have rcdcmption, througli His blood, the 
forgivencsg of sills" (1:7). Our ttdoption 
is, I~onevrr, through Christ as Gotl's ~ i a t ~ ~ r i i l  
Son ant1 cve IIis brc,lhrcn in rc*lotion to 
His Person. "Ye wcrc callctl unto the ft.1- 

lo\vship of His Son" ( I  Cor. 1:9). 

Still, it must IIC r~nclerstootl th:~t I~eceuse 
of our fall in Adnrrr, adoption c;ur LC 1~c- 
storccd 011 11s only tl~rougl~ His ~r~erits. So 
thc- Son 1)ecanic incarnate "to reclccm thcm 
tlrilt were unclcr the Ia\tr, that wt: might 
rcceivc the ndoptiorl of sons" (Gill. 4:s). 
For sin had cre;~ted an obstacle to thc I)c- 
stow;ll of adoption. But Christ's rccle~~~p- 
tion \vas not realized to procure ollr adop- 
tion, but only "that we might rcccice" it. 
\\"l~at proc~~red it was the tlccrcc: ol tlre 
covenant. 

God's purpose also \\+as that \ve be snved, 
;t design flc had subservient to His ~ t ~ n i n  
o1)ject to bring many sons to glory. '['his 
is espressetl in I1 Tini. 1:9, "\Vho )lath 
saved us, and cr~lled us with a lroly calling, 
not according to our \vorks, but acmrclirlg 
to His own ~ ~ t r p o s e  and grace which was 
given 11s in Christ Jesus before eternal ages" 
(Gk.). Thiq grace tltnt God gave only His 
elect fro111 all was a prc-redemptive 
grace, a supcr-creation grace, before the 
foundation ol the \vnrld! God by that cater- 
nnl particular purpose which IIc purposed 
in Christ Jcsns did ordain UF to a super- 
creation union tvit11 Himself, to our highest 
and ultimate destiny. Gr;~cc is the source 
;~nd  fountain of it all. Salvation ("11;rtli 
saved us") is the csnd of it all, and c:lfec- 
tual calling tl~rouglr the IIoly Spirit and the 
preaching of the Gospel is the stream \vliich 
flows from that source to that end. IIis 
rsclusive purpose is the reason why t11e 
chosen rather than others \\.ere thus si~vrtl 
and called. 

It was Cod's puq>ose according to elec- 
tion to have Ifis people for Ilimsey, i.e., 
for Christ. Ilc is tlre ~i l t i~nate  end of the 
clecrcc of predestination: "ha\.ing prcdesti- 
nnted us tn the atloption of sons I1y Christ 
to Himself'' (Eph. 1:.5). Thesc last t\vo 
\\.or& ;Ire very mcll translated "for Ili~u." 
LC., for Jesus Christ. We 11at.e I~ren chosen 
to holiness in IIini, predestinated to adop- 
tion throrcgl~ I l i~n,  :urd n.cre so ordained lor  
Ilim, ;IS thc great end, aim, Alpha ancL 
Om-ga of all things. Then, sincc we \vere 
preclcstinntccl for I l i~n ,  tlre prcdestin:~tion 
was not on tlie foresigltt of m:in's fall or 
man's c~nv~rs ion .  \\re \\,err prcdrstin:ttcd 
on the foresight of Christ as Head of a 
glorified mcr. Christ was not set in thc 
tlccree nor 1,ronght into tlie world cliic*lly 
on account of sin and for the work of re- 
clemptior~. Cl~rist \\?;IS not ~dtim;~tely qiven 
for ns; Ile was not snbject to us. Wc \\'ere 
fiiven to Him. Christ \spas not ordainccl for 
the Church. 'The Church was "for Ili~n!" 
Christ is the grand md of ,all things (EpIr. 
1: 10). Redemption itself is for His own 
glory bc-fore it is for our need (1:61?, 1%). 

(To I>r continued, D.V.) 
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A History of the Reformed Faith 

The Protestant Reformed Churches 

by PROF. HERMAN HANK0 

(23) 

The sole purpose of this series of ilrticles 
has been to sllo~v that the truth m;~ir~tainecl 
by our Chl~rclies today is the historic faith 
of the Church - particul;~rly since ~ I I C  time 
of the Reform;ttion. It is ;I truth wlricll hus 
been passed do\rn from the fathers of the 
Reformation to our own forebc;~rs in the 
Netllerlnnds; :I truth \\,hich was tlcfenderl 
ant1 developed by thc f;~tIiers of Ilort; :I 
truth maintain4 t h o u g l ~  the controversies 
of 1924; a truth to whicl~ \re are co~nmittcd 
today. 

It is the purpose of these conclurliny 
articles to show, in brief, that this is indeed 
the case. 

Perhaps the key truth of the c:~~tirc Prot- 
estant Refonnation was the truth concern- 
ing the Holy Scriptures. Rorrre had, tluough 
the tlnrk ages of the centuries prccoding t l ~ c  
Reformation, succeeded in rol>l)ing the 
Church of God's Word. It had clone this 
in many different \\*ays. It had pilctl on the 
top of Scriph~re the d~lsty and c:r~~sted tm- 
ditions of thc Church, insisting all I l ~ c -  
while that tradition W;IS of eq11i11 authorit?. 
with the Bildc. This insistence o n  tht. 
authority of tr;~clition I l i ~ c l  rnacle i t  l>ossil,lc 
for the Church of Romc: to introtlure into 
the theology of the faithful ;rll kinds of 
false doctrines such as transubst:lrltiation, 
worship of images, penance, ~neritorious 
value of good works, m.rriolatry, rtc. Rolnr 
had robbed the saints of the Bible hy put- 
ting the Scriph~res into the h ,~n~ls  of the 
clergy as their sole possession. Iio~nc in- 
sisted that the lay people coultl not and 
should not attempt to interpret the Scrip- 
tures - they were wholly unable to do this 

:Illyway. Resides, they did not have to do 
this for they had an inf.lllihle pope \rho 
stood in apostolic connection with I'eter, 
who \poke with an infallible voice on all 
m,ltters of doctri~~c, :cncl \vIlo could there- 
fore clo all the interpreting tlrat had to be 
done. All the people of the Church had to 
[lo \\'as hcnd an ear to the pope, accept 
what lrc said, and do what Ilc. connnnnded. 
All would then be well, and they ~vould be 
:issurcd of a place in heaven, even thongh 
it might not come until afler a timt. spent 
in the cleansing fires of p~~rgntory. 

The Reformers p r o  t cs  t e d  vehcn~ently 
against this entire view of Scriphlrc. To 
then1 h('longs the hlessc.tl distinction of 
tearing the Biblc ont of the hands of the 
pope and his heirarchy and restoring it to 
the people of God. 

But in doing so, they also insisted on the 
cit~thoritr~ of Scripture and ~n:~intained that 
t l ~ c  Biblc. alone \\.as the rule of faith and 
life. In tloing so, they tossetl aside as worth- 
less thc :~rrogant clailns of papal infalli- 
I~ility; they put tradition Lvhere it belonged 
-as worthy of our study and concern, but 
not as infallible truth; they gave bi~ck to 
I~elie\~t.rs thcir nolde officc - llw officc of 
prophet, priest and king untlcr Christ; and 
pointed out that, by the Spirit of Christ 
which filled believers, thc saints neecletl 
not tl~nt any should teach them. 

In insisting that the Scriptures alone 
form tlre authoritative n ~ l c  of faith and 
life, the Reformers saw very clearly that 
this could be clone only wl~cn t l ~ e  Scrip- 
h~rcs  were maintained as the \frord of God. 
I£ the Scriph~res are not Cod's IVorcl, it 
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~nitttcrs not whet lrcr peoplc pay nttcntion 
to them or not. 13111 i f  tllesco s;me Scl.iptures 
come \\-it11 the force of divine a~~thority 
in~posing itself upon our life, insisting that 
we belicvc the trutl~s n.itllill the covers of 
tl~is sacrrtl I>ook, tlc~mantlir~g of us tlri~t we 
\vi~lk according to the prrcepts of God's 
law, this can only Ile when the Scriptures 
:lrc. Cod's \Vurd :rnd c o ~ ~ ~ c ,  with t l~v au- 
thority of God Hi~nself. Ilcuce (and this 
is the point) the Reformers saw so clearly 
thilt the z~uthoriiy of tlic* Scriplurc.~ was 
inscp;~mbly conrlcctc~tl \\,ill1 the trr~th of 
tllrir infi11lil)ili~. Sol  the pope was infal- 
lilde; Script~~re Antl Scripturc- was 
( i ~ n d  is) I)r!canse (:orl's \\'ortl comes to us 
in it. 

So deeply co~lvincrd of this absol~~te au- 
thority of Scripturc* wrrc [lie Rel'o~mrrs 
that they 1)owcyI in absolute obedicwce to 
that \\'orti. They poured over its contc~~ts, 
seurched \vithout \ve nrin csss its ctcrnal 
tn~ths, spcSnt day ;~ntl night in plr~~lgin$ 
into its tlc~pths, ant1 bountl thrir lives to 
this one sncrrd cnlli~lg - the. calling of 
faitl~fulness to Cod ll~rougl~ l lis I\'ol.cl. On 
behalf of this calling they were ready to 
sr~rrer~clcr it11 they possessed imd lifv itself 
shot~ltl tll:~t IIC dr~nnndetl of t1ie111. No 
potvrr on earth c o ~ ~ l t l  swrve  thcrr~ from 
their alleginnce to that \irorc1. In 1111mility 
and revercsnce they I~owed I,cfore it, sub- 
mitting to its voicc:, hcing I)o~~ntl in tlleir 
consciences and lives by its chains - \\,hich 
illone could ( tlic-y knew) bring libert).. 
Ncbitlier thl. armies o f  the Holy Ron1i111 Ixm- 
pirc nor the bello\ving t11rc;lts of p;~pal 
bulls could nlakc them coxver in fright when 
they stood Ilpon tlre rock of that \\:orci. 
Nothing could shake their resolvc. Nothing 
could daunt them in their purpose. Cad's 
\?'ord was the hrri~tll they I~reatllctl, their 
slrcngt1l in the battlc, Ulcil- con~fort i l l  dis- 
tress, their hope for eternity. 

This intttnre cleclir~i~tio~~ (;lrising o111 of 
conviction 11s to its supreme aulhorily) to 
Scripturc continued in the Chnrch in the 
yenrs following the Reformation. Thcre is 
no other c~sphnniic~n than colrlplc~c sub- 
jcction to God's Word which can e~plain 
the courage of believers ml~cn Rome bared 
her fangs and sent thousands to a mi~rtyr's 
tlt<;rth. Antl whenevrr the tlcfensc of the 
truth becan~c "the marching orders" of the 
armies of God's people, it was wit11 the 

au~hority of S c r i ~ t ~ ~ r e  that these no1)le war- 
riors i1rn1c.d then~sclves. This was true at 
Dort \\.here t l ~ e  sole question w;ls: Is tllc 
doctri11c of .hninianis~n in harmony with 
~ l l c  tnlth of Gocl's \Vord? This was tnle so 
many )cars later in the clays of the Separa- 
tion of 1S.U \vl~t.n again the question was: 
Shall \vc he loyal to the State Cliurch or to 
the IIoly Scriptr~rc.~? for 110th is itnpossihlc. 
This \\,as the state of affairs \\.hen our fathers 
came into this cor~ntry, for they carried the 
Dible ill their l~ockets and in tl~ctir hearts. 
And \vhcn the threat of modemisnl ancl 
\\~orldliness \\-as i111out to engulf them in 
the Refornled Cht~rch of America wvherc 
they lintl found i~ haven, they did not hesi- 
txte to cstablisll the Ch11rc11 where the 
t n ~ t l ~  of Scripture cor~ld be m;~intainecl. 
1\11d, \vl~c.n in 1924 doctrinal controversy 
swirled through the Church, the sole qucs- 
tion that faced those \\41o are the spiritual 
fathcrs of our onrn denominatior~ was: Is 
common gr:tce thr truth of Scriptatre or is 
it not? 

-\nd so \ve conic to today. 
Only n quick glancc nl)out us will pro- 

duce some startling conclr~sions will> regarcl 
to this fundamental prir~ciple of thc Refor- 
mation and its position in today's Cllurch. 

The fact is, (and who can deny it?) that 
this truth is being callonsly ignored and 
denied. It is striking and \\,orthy of our 
note that \vithin thr last llltlf dccntle 
the major deno~ninations of this country 
have faced the qncstion of the infilllibility 
of Scripture -and its corollary: thc outhor- 
ity of Cod's \\rod. The list includes The 
Presbyterian Church US ( Southern ), The 
United Presbptcri:rn Church, thc Lutheran 
Church ( I\lissonri Synod ), several inlportant 
Baptist Chnrches including the huge South- 
ern Baptist Chirrch, the Rrfom~ed Church 
of h ~ e r i c ; ~  ancl the Christian Rcfom~ed 
Church. The question has come up  1,ecause 
there ha\*e been nlen (most often in influ- 
cntial positions in the sernit~;~ries) who have 
denied this tmtll. Errors have suddenly 
been found in tllc Bible by these men; 
errors \\,hich m;~ke Scripture untn~st\vorthy 
and of t l t ~ b i o ~ ~ s  v;~luc: in solnc measure. Tllc 
Scriptures are not ~naintained as infallible 
any longer, but ri~ther as Ixing only par- 
tially correct and therefore of limited ~ u -  
tl~oriiy. :\nd thc Church is left to decide 
in \.fiat respect i ~ n d  to what estent this 
authority remains. 
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I11 the place of the authority of Scrip- 
ture has come cspccially the autllority of 
science. Science te;tches (so it is main- 
tained) that the earth is very, vrry old; 
that man iiscended (or descendetl)  fro^^^ 
lower forms of life to his present s ta t~~s;  
that the miracles could not possil)ly liave 
happened, but r n ~ ~ s t  be esplninrd as 11;1tur;il 
phenomena \\-rongly interpreted, or as a 
collection of mytln which ancient people 
believed but which are no longer crecliblc 
to n~odeni man living in ;I scientific era. 

And the authority of science is nothing 
else. of course, that the autllority O F  nian's 
own mind wllicl~ is set up above Scripture 
as possessing greater paver and ;IS being 
more trushvorthy in esploining trutll. 

There is scarcely any denomination left 
today which has not, in greater or lesser 
degree accepted these errors. Ant1 in cloing 
so they have denied tile genius of the, 
Refonnation and lost their right to be called 
Rcfurn~ation Churches. 

It is here then first of ;dl that we, as 
Protestant Refomled Cliurches makc clain~ 
to ~ni~intaining t l ~ c  heritage of our f,tthers. 
Trace the history of this doctrine I~nck to 
Huss, \I7ycliffe, Luther, Calvin; ;uid you 
will find that this precior~s t111tl1 of the 
authority of Scripture Ilas al\vays I)cen thc 
confession of the Cl~urch. 

Let its \vords ring dotvn the cer~turies 
of time.. . . 

"\\'e receive all these I~ooks, and these 
only, as holy and canonical, for the regula- 
tior), foundation, and confir~natio~~ of our 
faith; believing \r-ithout any doubt, all things 
contained in them, not so much because 
thc Church rraceives and ap1)roves them as 
such, but more especially b(.c.ause the Noly 
Ghost witnesscth in our ltcnrts, that they 
are from God, \vhercof they carry the evi- 
dencr in tl~emnselves. For the very blind 
are able to perceive that the things foretold 
in thrm arc fr~lfilling. 

"\\'e belirve that those IIoly Scriptures 
fully contain the will of Gotl. . . . It is un- 
la\\fful for ;~ny one, thougl~ ;in apostle, to 
teilcll other\vise that1 w ;Ire now taught 
in the Holy Scriph~rcs. . . . For, since it is 
forl)itlJen, to add ~lnto or tirkc awily any- 
thing from the wort1 of God, it dot11 there- 
by evidently appear, that the doctrine 
thcrcof is Inost prfcct  and complete in all 
respects. . ." Belgic Confession, .W. V 
& \'II. 

\!re do not esaggerate wllen we insist 
that our Churches preserve this precious 
Refomlation truth. 

lt remains for us to d r f c ~ ~ d  it \%it11 nlight 
and zeal in this time of apostasy. 

CRITIQUE 
Hilda Grace Meelker 

WHO KILLS CHRIST NOW? 

On Nov. 20, 1904, the last day of the nian Ci~tl~olic Church, by the overwhelming 
third session of the Second \.';~tic;~n ECII-  vote of 1893 to 99, ;~pprovatl of a documrnt 
menical Couucil in Rome, tllr highest legis- condemning "hatred anrl persecutions of 
lative and rcpresentativc hody of the Ro- Jews." The controversial declaration, which 
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absolved Jmvs of responsibility for the 
death of Christ, held tl111t "Christ under- 
went I-iis Passion and dr:~th freely, I~ecuuse 
of tlic sins of all men and out of infinite 
love." 

The deeli~mtion, approved by the Council 
Fathers stood in the most dramatic contrast 
to a theological tradition which h:is domi- 
nated Catholic thinking about Jc:ws for 
1900 years. ~\ccording to that Catholic 
tradition, Gocl chose the Jewish people in 
the timc of Ahridlam to scrve as ;I prepara- 
tory stiige for the comir~g of J e s ~ ~ s  of Naza- 
reth, His Son, and tlic establisl~n~cnt of 
the Catholic Church. Once Christ c;unle, 'dl 
that was va111ahle and enective for human 
salvation was transferret1 from Jt~tli~is~n to 
the new Church. 'The ancient :~lli;uice be- 
tween God and Israel was voidetl iund re- 
placed by the new allii~nce betwcrn the 
Chnrcli and Gocl. The Jc:\vs, as tho original 
Chosen People, should havc been the first 
Christians, but they elected insti~;~rl to re- 
pudiate Christ. Thcy did not ttcccpt his 
doctrine; they ol~posecl I~iln during liis life- 
time; they instigated his arrest: tlrcy clam- 
ored for his execution; they acquiesced in 
his cn1ci6xion. For these sins t l~cy were 
punished in three ways 11). Gotl: they 
ceased to be the chosen people; they were 
blinclrd so that tlrry coi~ld not see the truth 
of Christianity; they were dispcrsecl ilinong 
thts ~~ations. ncuvc.r to I)(: rcunitccl 111rli1 the 
end of time u,hen Christ \vill r e t u r ~ ~  to this 
\vorlcl to judge the living and t l ~ e  dead. 
At the end of time, they will I>e eo~~vcrted 
:IS n RrOUp, but 11nti1 tlii~t clay thcy \\.ill re- 
main I)linded, dispersed, ;u~tl persec~ttcd as 
a sign that God has entrusted si~lv;~tion to 
the Church (Roman Ciltholie) alone, and 
that IIct punishes ohclur:~cy. 

Ro~nan Catholic believers dreu, ;I \\.hole 
range of practical conclusions fro~n thesc 
premises. The JIWS as ;I people - I K I ~  only 
h e  Jcws of Christ's t i~ne  - were guilt)- of 
having killecl Christ, tlie God-nx~n: theo- 
logically speaking, thrp wc.re deicidcs. Sec- 
ond, I)cc;~use they \vcl.c: c~~rsct l  I)y God to 
rc.main dispersrd among the nations until 
the end of time, the very csistencr of a 
Jewish State must be i~gi~inst Ciotl's will, 
ancl Israel I IIIIS~,  Lhcreforc, I)e dool~~ed to 
extinction after :I short \vhile. Thirl,  the 
sufferings of the Jews were to be understood 
as part of their punishtnent for tlw crime 

of having rejected Christ and their origindl 
destiny. Fourth, Jr~daism w;~s a uscless 
thing, an invalid nietliod of worship, tvllicll 
had been rendered pointless by the advent 
of Christ. -And in the long history of Jew- 
ish-Christian rel;ltions nrore conclusions \\!ere 
frequently clraxr-11. The Jews \\-ere nlliecl 
with the clc\d, tllcy were always entering 
into conspiracies \rith freemasons, with 
communists, with atl~eists, \\,it11 secnl;~~ists, 
for the sole purpose of destroying the 
Cllurch ant1 \viping Christianity off the face 
of the earth. 

The adoption l ~ y  the co~~nci l  and tlie 
final signilt~~re of the Pope this fall signi- 
fied the cnltnination of a bitterly intense 
slrl~ggle \\.l~icll sti~rlcd shortly after the nc- 
cession of John S S l I I  to the Papal throne. 
The Pope and Catholic Church now an- 
nounce to tlie world that they have esoncr- 
ated the Jcws of clcicide. 

The Catholic world now claims it is not 
the Jew who is now on trial for the cn~ci- 
Exion of Christ hut Chr i s t i ; ;~~  who ill  vi- 
cious bigotry sltiy the spirit of Christ in 
their cruel hounding of innocent Jews. 
Some people have claimed that the C h ~ ~ r c h  
11.s officially, by signing tlie declaration of 
absolution, begged forgiveness from God 
and fro111 Christians and from Jews. 

rind from the rleclnration bigned in 111~. 

fit11 it see-rns as tl~ough, hy words, 111~ .  
Catholic Church has freed the Je \n  of 
&wilt for Cluist's clc-nth. 

\Vho then kills Christ now? \Vho sti~ntls 
in judg~i~ent for t l ~ c  crucifixion of the Lortl?, 
Who is to be rvnder~med? .%cr~rding to 
tlie Catl101ir.j if thc: Jewish nation is no 
longer rrspo~~sible tllc?n hurely the Gc~rtile 
11iition cannot be. And if tlrc Gentile !la- 
tion is free of guilt then \ve :Ire certainly 
excluded. And if \ve are excluded then 
the only onrs left to I~lame i \  a h a r ~ d f ~ ~ l  of 
wicked people at thct time of the cn~cifixion 
\reho \\-ere there at the cross and who con- 
doned the cnicifying of the Lord. 

It is of course ~ ~ o t  cMfic11l1 to ser thc 
error of tlie Catholic Church. Their error 
lies not so much in the fact of freeing the 
Jc\\-ish iiation from @lilt but it lies more in 
tlie way of failure to condenln their o\vn 
wicked selves. .4nd this is tlie error 50 

prevalrnt in the even .so-called Refoniied 
Cliurehe\ of today. 
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\Vho hcls Christ now? The wl~olc world 
\\.as represented nt Christ's crucilisicln. 'I'll(- 
apostate Church \\as at the t i ~ ~ l c  of J~SI IS ,  
represented by the leaders of the Jcws, 
particr~larly the Jewish council, \vhose pres- 
ident was the high priest. "Ant1 the gover- 
nor said. Why, \\-hat evil Iratll 11,: clonr? 
But they cried out the morc, sk~ying, Ltsi 
him be cnicified." Slatt. 27:23. The world- 
power was represented as it u.as represented 
by Pilate, the Ro~nan governor. "And Pi- 
late gave sentence that it \ I ~ o ~ ~ l t l  be as 
they dcsired," . . . and "he tlt.livc~rt~cl Jrsua 
to their will." Lukr 23:24, 25. There was 
the multitude gathered before thr Praetor- 
ium. They \\.ere thr ncquaintanccs of Jesus 
and the men who had witnessc!tl his mighty 
works. "Thcn cried they a g i ~ i ~ ~ ,  saying, 
Not this man, but n;lrabbZIs. No\v Ban~hl>;~s 
\\?as a robber." John 18:40. 

\Vho kills Christ now? He \V.IF rejccted 
ant1 killed by a11 kinds of men. I.:vcn onc 
of his disciples I~rtrayed 1Ii11l for thirt!. 
pieces of silver. rinotlier swort: i111c1 L ' I I I . S C ~  

rntllcr than be accounted as one of hi.; fol- 
lowers. They all forsook IIim. Oh, how 
men hated Him! 

But understand that w e  can1101 view God's 
\vortl and Gocl's l~islory as ol~~siders 01. 

spectators. \\'hat was true in Iliatory is also 
t n ~ e  today. This situation ;~l\v;~ys arises 
\\.herever and whenever rnen colllr irlto con- 
tact with this same Jcnls. \\'hc*ther it is 
Isrite1 of old, thc modem e h ~ ~ r c l ~  ol today. 
kings or common people, uprig11t citize~~s 
or criminals, as mere men they si~rely h a w  
rejected Him. 

Oh yes, the so-called church pc.oplc3 and 
Christians of toc1.1y will tell ycl11 t11vy believc 
in the Christ and want others to I~elieve on 
Him too. But just as the Jew\ of olcl tverr 
looking not for the Cluist that c:lrlle. but 
for ;I Christ who \vould feed tl1e111 e d ~ l y  
l~read so today the modern IIILIII and SO- 

called Refomled c1111rchcs look for ;I Christ 
after their own imagination - not the Christ 
of the scripture. They want a Cl~rist \vho 
loves ex-crybody, or a Christ who would like 
yo11 to come and accept His frce offer. or 
a Christ \vho asks for your little* pall to 
do something. 

You and I, as mere men, also reject Him. 
By nature we also \\-ant to do something 
toward our salvation. By nature we too 

reject the Son of God. ;uirl crucify Him 
i~fresli. Our nature loves tlnrliness rather 
t11:1n light. \\'e \\ant to seek clnr own right- 

\\'hy do wc all by nah~re reject Christ? 
\\'hy have we all hy ix~hlrc killed Christ? 
Sillll)ly beci~l~se Christ is I l l ( -  klnn of sor- 
ro\vs. Hc came into thc worl(1 to srrlfcr 
for those \\~hom the Father had given IIinl. 
Ile came for our sin. IIe came to bear our 
reproaches. I Ic laid 11i111scIf hurnbled in 
tll~st in order to eshault tl~c: rightco~~sness 
of God as the sole way of s;~lvation. This 
is \vhy mere nlan rejects thr Christ. For, 
mere man hates God and Ilis riqhteo~~sness. 
'I'l~cy seek salvation tllro11g11 their ow11 
power and I~ntc Cluist bec;~l~se Hc gives 1111 

the glory of si~lvation to the God whom 
the)- hate. 

Then if ;11l ~nc-n by n;lture killed the 
Christ, Ilo\t. can there be :u~p hope of our 
salvation? Cnlcr. This \vor~tlcr word changes 
Inere m:m. Citrnal men ; ~ r ( ,  clr;lnged into 
sl,iritual c l~ i l t l rc~~  of God th;~t have cycs 
to see, ears to hear, and hc:~rts to seek after 
the living God. with thcir ears they hear 
Flis voice. \\'it11 their hts:~rts they .wek 
;~fter Him, Irr~ngering and tllirsting for Cotl's 
rigl~teousnrss. \\'it11 their lre;~rts they fei.1 
shnmc= and 1111miliation I )cc ;~~~sc  of thcir 
sins. But they by Grace. t~lrn to the cross 
tvith their spiritual eyes to fir~tl the \vay out 
of sin and c1c;lth into the glorio~ts fello\r~slrip 
of' His resrirrcction. 

"For 1)y grace are ye savc.cl through faitl~; 
and that not of younelvrs: i t  is the gift of 
Cod: Not of \\,orb, lest any man shottld 
hoast. For \\,e are his worlimanslup, crc- 
ntrd in Christ Jesus unto xc~otl works, \vl~icl~ 
Got1 hath bcfore ordained that \r-e sho~~lt l  
walk in then]." Ephesians 28-10. 

Then we too \<-ill bear reproach from 
t l ~ e  world. I:or by confessing IIis name in 
the midst of tllc world i111d proclai~ning 
llis word, and \vaIking .IS rhildren of the 
light \ve can c\qxct to be rejcrted by the 
tvorld as IIe was rejected. But nre can 
in everything look fonvard to o l~r  h a 1  vic- 
tory w h n ~  we will glorify God's name for- 
cnvc,r for so rich a salvatio~~. \!re will joili 
all those saints gone before us in the many 
mansions which are in IIis Father's house, 
for if it were not so He w o ~ ~ l d  have told 
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HELPS FOR BIBLE STUDY ONATHE Book of 
by DAVID ENGELSMA GENESIS 

Genesis 43 a n d  44 a. \$JII;IL is Jacol,'s spirit~~al con- 

The Second Meeting of Joseph  
and  His Brothers 

dition, as revealed by his at- 
titude, in the grievous trial 
of I~aving to hid farcwcll to 

I. The trip to Egypt ol the I>rothrrs, ir~clud- thc beloved Benjamin? 

A. Jacol~ pernlits 13enjamirr to accn~r~pany 
the brothers to Egypt (vss, 1-14) 

1. It is Judnh who takes thc* Icnd in 
persuatliny: Jacob to Ict B ~ ~ ~ ~ j i ~ m i r i  
go (vs. 3). 
a. Evidrntly, Judah has the. pre- 

elnincnce over I~is brothers 
(cf. illso Cen. 44:14, 16, 
18ff.). Flow is this to 11r ex- 
plainrtl? 

1 ) Hat1 God clc~tcrrnir~i*tl, rtcsr- 
nally, to favor Judah nhovc 
all hi\ brothers? in what 
\v;~y? Confer Cm. 49:s-10. 

2 )  Ordinarily, the oldest boy 
in the family held tlrc po- 
silioll of supvriority. Now, 
Rc11lw11, Si~nc~ou arrtl Lrvi 
wcrc older than J~rtlah. 
Now did thebe thrc-c dis- 
clui~lify thcmsclves? 
a )  Regarcling Heuhc.11, 

b. Docs his remark in verse 14, 
"If I be bereaved, I iun be- 
rea\~r~tl," \vhicli reminds one 
of Esther's "If 1 perish, 1 per- 
ish" (Esther 1:16), show Jit- 
col) to be ;I pt:ssimist, nt this 
time? This is\,ould mean spirit- 
ual doubt, \\,eakness of faith. 

c. Docss thr facl that Jaco)~ both 
appeals to "Cad Al~night~" 
(vs.  14) and sends a present 
(vs. 11 ) manifest an iltlitude 
si~~lilnr to that expressed in 
the phrase, "Pctise the Lord 
and pass thc ammunition?" 

1 ) 'I'lris \vo~rltl mean that Ja- 
cob supposes that his \\,el- 
fiire depends partially on 
Cod and partially on him- 
scalf. 

-7) I'erhaps, Jiicab's old trait 
reappears, that, namely, of 
attempting to help Gotl 
along. 

co~lfer Gcw. 35:22 ;und d. Or, ;ire \\,c to cancl~~tle from 
49:3, 4. J:lcol)'s me~ltion of Cod's mer- 

1,) Regarding Sirneon and 
Lrvi, confer Gcn. 34, 
especially vss. 25, 30 
and Gen. 49:s-7. 

11. Judah finally overcomes Ja- 
cob's rcluctnncc. to I(-t Ben- 
jamin gl), by prc~lnising to "be 
surety for him" (vs. 9). 

1) In other \\ford\, \vhat docs 
Jut l ;~l~ prornisc, here? 

2 )  Is Judah serious \vhcri he  
makes illis promisr? Con- 
fcr Ccn. 44:32-31. 

cy in verse 14 that he sercne- 
1y trusted in God with the 
confidence of faith? 
1 )  Verse 11 calls the patri- 

i~rcli, "Isri~el," his name of 
cictory-throngh-faith. 

-7) That Jacob advises the 
boys to carry a present to 
Joseph does not necessarily 
sho\v a \veal; faith since 
faith does not produce 
carclessne~s but a diligent 
use of the best me;irls. 

2. Jacob's attitude as lic sends Bcn- B. The brothers' secontl appearance be- 
jamin aw:ty (vss. 11-14). fore Josep11 (vss. 15-34). 
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themselves of Benjamin, 
whon~ Jircol) lovcs. 

3) The question as to their 
spiritual condition will be 
conclusivcly answered in 
t h i s  way. 

b. Uncloubtc~clly, Josepl~ is not 
intlifferrnt but hopes that they 
will irvcal thcmsclves as 
chi~ngecl and, in fact, desires 
to lead them, by this severe 
trial, to ;I pulcr godliness. 

I3. The outccrme of the trial. 
1. The 1)rothcr.s pass the test. 

a. T11c:y rcject the opportunity 
of l eav i~~g  Benjamin with the 
steward nnd going on them- 
sclvcs, a ~ ~ d ,  instead. return to 
Joseph. 

b. Thl.oug11 Judah, their spokes- 
rr~iun, ~ h c y  ackno\vledge their 
\\~orthinc-ss of this ;~ffliction. 
evert thol~gh t l ~ r y  arc innocrrit 
of this ;illeged crime, because 
of their "iniquity" (vs. 16) .  
1 )  They trace in all of this 

misery the chastising h;~nd 
of God. 

2 )  Judah has in n~incl thcir 
iniquity in the n~i~ t le r  of 
Joscpl~ (cf. Cen. 42:21). 

c. I11c.y rrfuac Joseph's oBer to 
Irt thern nll go safely except 
Bcnj:tinin (vs. 17). 

2. Judall's intercession for J;~col, ,rntl 
Benjamin. 
o. J ~ ~ t l a h  stcrnds t r ~ ~ t .  agi~in, 1 ~ 1 t  

not as if the others felt dif- 
ferently - all ]lave cl~nngctl. 

h. Judi111 is motivated by love 
for his father and brother, 

even though the sarne occasion 
for ieiilous hatred of Bcnitl- 
n ~ i n  exists that once did in 
regard to Joscph (cf. vss. 20. 
27-31 ). 

c. So far is Jud;rh, reficcting the 
:rttitude of the others also, 
from dc~iring Benjamin's harm 
that, 011 the contr;iry. I IC  is 
willing to take Benjrin~in's 
place as a slave in Egypt. 
1 ) J t was this same Jutlali 

who once took the lead in 
selling Joseph into Egypt 
(cf. Gen. 37:?6, -37). 

2 )  \lay \\-e find in Judsl~'s 
stirring offer to take Ben- 
jamin's place md punish- 
ment, a t y ~ e  of the Surety- 
ship of Judah's great Son, 
Jesus Christ? 

d. At this conclusive eviclence 
of the brothers' godliness, that 
is, the love of the brother for 
Cod's sake lvhich is n,illing 
to lay clown orrc's o\t-r~ life for 
thv I~rother, Joseph canuot 
llold Imck any longer. 

1 )  He has not been \vntchi~~g 
the brothers' plight with 
unholy glee. 

2 )  He can hardly wait - ;~nd  
now he need not i111y 
longer - to soothe their 
souls, pour on them his 
lovc., and fellowship with 
them. 

BOOK REVIEW 

The Place of the Lion 

by CUI.ES \\JI~.IJAA~S. Pu1)lisht~d hy \Vil- 
liam B. Ecrdnlans Comp.lny, Grant1 Rapids, 
Slich. 1965. 206 pages. Price, $1.95. 

Charles \Villiams wits born iu l<nglar~d 
in 1886. IIe died in 1945. IIe was a man 
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of unique genius in the fields of poctry, 
drama, literary criticism, theology, and fic- 
tion. l lany distinguished writers, including 
T. S. Eliot, \V. H. Anden, C. S. Lewis, 
and Dorothy Sayers, have hcen inspired 11y 
\Villiams. That by \vay of a hrief biog- 
mphy. 

The story can be toltl- briefly. The orig- 



inal forces in creation are let loose on a 
small English town. Crciitnres oclt of their 
natural habitat appear. h lion roams tho 
English countryside, and is seen by Anthony 
Durrnnt and Quentin Snl~ot. Fron~ the ex- 
citement that i~ccompanics a lion h~uit.  wc 
progress to things more superntitural. An- 
thony struggles for his life agaimt h,Iiss 
Wilrnot and Mr. Foster, two bestially pos- 
sessed by the pourers of evil, tlic house of 
the archenemy of all that is good and right, 
Ilr. Berringer, burns with h c  11nqtienc11- 

able; and a huge eagle appears at oppor- 
tune lirnes to protect the good. 

Little can be said in favor of the contents 
of this book. T n ~ e  it is that there is a 
stn~gglr, even a life and death stnlggle, 
bebvccn the forces of goc~tl and evil, but 
the only power the good (Cod's elect) have 
is the spiritual power of the \Vord of God. 
Anything else is hocus-pocus or sheer oc- 
riiltisln. Because the contcnts are poor. 
the book is for you, yoring render, a poor 
inveshnent. D.N. 

+ 

S P E C I A L  THANKS 

The Federation Board of Protestant Reformed 

Young Peoples Societies and the staff of Bea- 

con Lights wish to express our thanks and ap- 

preciation to Miss Karlene Oomkes for her ar- 

duous and diligent labor as  News Editor of 

Beacon Lights. Since she has resigned, and 

no one has been named to replace her no 

news will appear in Beacon Lights. 
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