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COMFORTS THE ASCENSION 

No, \vr cannot scr IIi~ii :InyIIiorc. It 
nsetl to be tlii~t we c o ~ ~ l d  see I I i ~ i l  in tl~t* 
body, \vlier~ for a little nlore tl~an thirty 
ycS.lrs I-le \vas in thc Hv\h ,IIICI 1,lood of us, 
tlis clrilclrrn, i~nd  tl\vclt that wily L I ~ O I I  the 
facc of this vrry earth \\.liereon \vr d\vell. 

But that is no mores. And \v(. may bc 
thankful tl~at it is not, yo11 I I I I I ~  rest 
ass~~rc.cl of that! 

Jcsr~s, the Christ, is risen, not only, but 
;~lso has ;ascended to His Fatl~cr. And 
\vtL, \\rho hmrd alrcatly in tllr ginden t l ~ r  
mighty V70rtl of Got1 to the scSrpent con- 
cerning the enmity \vl~ich we caspericnce 
as the sons of .Adam \\d~o by ;I \\lander of 
this grace of (;od arc ~ni~clt* to IN! lhe sons 
of (;otl ancl Iicard ;~lso tliat \Vorrl causally 
stating that the bruising of thct heel of 
the seed brings abont the crushing of 
that serpent's Iieacl. rt3joicc in h t  promise 
wl~rn we see that that Seccl i ~ ~ t l r e d  has 
accomplishetl, can be assailed no more, 
dwells at the right hand of the I:itther as 
thca advocate of all tl~osc thal F i ~ l l ~ r r  gave 
I-Iirn. He is now esaltcd to  tlic highest! 
Prc-eminent in the Kingclom of Jehovah 
our God. now, is Christ Jesns tlie Lord. 
0 r t r  Lord. Al~tl our I IErZD. 

Young people: You who begin more and 
more to live and confess your faith in 
the God of the Scriptures, besides tvlrorn 
thcrc is no Cod. and IIis S ~ I I :  Consider 
the glory of the ascension of Jcslu! 

l'ou sense the glory of it already, do you 
not, even as we havc alluded to it but 
o ~ ~ c c ?  That Jesus NO\{' ALREAIIY dwells 
in t l~c  presence of Jehovah our God is 
very significant for us. It  is signilkant 
because of what He IS! .bd Ilc is the 
IIead of t l ~ c  wvliole Cl~nrcli; He nnd those 
u l ~ o m  Father has given IIim are ONE. 
Understand then the glory: You and 1 
are. in essence, with God, and we arc 
there in peact~tul co~nnlunioll with Him. 
\\'e are in principle there in that city 
which hath foundations, the which we 
seek in this earthly sojourn tluough faith. 

Surely, you n1:ly cor~teniplatr, i f  you 
\$ill, tlic courst* of tlir cver~ts of the his- 
tory of this e:~rth as they unfold fro111 
daj- to cli~y. Yon can untl should read 
fro111 Scripture itself conceniir~g t l~c  lot 
wl1ic11 dlall be the portion of the saints in 
days to come, particularly those days just 
before the appearance of the sign of the 
coming of the Son of Cotl for the secontl 
time. Days, they \\ill bc, accortling to 
God's \\'ord, in which \verc it not so tliat 
the d;iys will be sllortenetl, the very elect 
\\.auld fall. These are a\vesome considera- 
tions to you and to me. Rut to yon and 
to me they \\*ill not matter; they \\,ill not 
discouri~gr! For ;IS \ve consider  the^^^ 
rememlwr: Our Ilead SO\\', at that very 
moriicnt and altvi~ys, dxvells alreatly in the 
heaverls at the riglrt hand of our Sovereign 
God! 

There is more, ~liuch rnore of course, to 
the ascension \\.liich coulcl be discussed. 
Christ promised us these thing ill His 
\\'ortl, too. He toltl us tliat He will ~nake 
interccssioii for us continuiilly. EIc told 
us that He goes to prepare a place for us. 
Both glorious, conlforting tn~ths  for the 
saints in this life. IIe also told us that 
He will not leave us comfortless, but that 
\\-hen Ile goes to the Father, He \vill send 
the Comforter. And that Spirit of Pe~itc- 
cost, that Spirit of the rc~surrectecl, glori- 
fied and ascended Lord is intimately 
bound up here in the consideration of His 
Ascension. According to I lis o\vn \\lords, 
then, \vc see t11;1t \ve could not 11croe that 
Spirit were Hc not to ascend to the 
Father. There is much more and very hi- 
portant material, too, \vhich wve may dis- 
cuss in t h i s  connection. Our tliougl~t 
centers on the thought, however, that the 
Church of God principally d\\,ells with 
God in glory NOW. 

Slay the realization and undcrsta~lding 
of this work of God in and through Iris 
Son be  impressed upon you during ibis 
season and continuously. so that the rich- 
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ncSss of t11;1t "OIIC-\vork" be a well-spri~~g of Elis Spirit which Ire sent, n~ltl thc convic 
pr;~ise ;~ntl glorying in yoitr hearts and tion that Irc is our Hentl is the hope that 
livcs. ~nakes never ;~shamed! 

\\'c c;~nnot see IHim. But the uushak- No, \re cannot see Ili~n. I%ut \\?c SIlhLL 
i11)lt. k~~o\vledge of His abode, afforded by see IIim!! 11. LV. EUIPER 

FEATURE 

..\ popular style of Inenlo pad in offices of making a long article not too r~luch 
acrob\ the country carrivs the c o n m ~ a ~ ~ d  longer, only a feu, areas of tlc\.elopment 
"\\'rite it-clon't say it!" Dotlbting Thomases \vill be covered. 
.irountl the \vorld voice their suspicions with 
''I'll believc it \vhen I see it in black and 
\\,hitc!" In order to save time, many buii- 
n c s  tr;insilctions are corr~pleted by tcle- 
phone, yet the final exchange is usu;lliy, 
"\\'e'll confirm this with a letter." 

\\-hat is it about the \vritten word tliat 
gives it such ~)rominence o\.er convcrsaiion? 
\\%y Inust other forms of communicntion be 
\qerifit:tl by tvriting? 

Ant1 wv11;1t II;IS all this to do with growing 
in Cl~ristian conduct? 

Clricf of tllr several factors \vhirh ron- 
tri1,utc to the preeminence of \vritten com- 
nlrlnicntions over \verbal is the relative con- 
sistency of writing. Even a hastily scrawlecl 
note tclls the some story a century later 
as it did the moment it was writtcn, \vliilc 
each person's con\,ersation is subject to 
change from hour to hour. There arc ofirn 
as many variations of a verbal agreement 
;IS there were witnesses to it, but a written 
contract is so binding that no thinking 
person sibms onc \ ~ t h o u t  being certain of 
the "fine print." 

This permanence of writing, plus the 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l t i p l i c a t i o n  of its effect through publica- 
tion, tlcmancls that those \vho follow a 
tvriting trade be skilled irl the art, or suffer 
the pc~blic consequences resewed for those 
inept persons \r-ho n ~ s h  into print \vithout 
adeql~atc preparation. Solo~non said it 
poetically: "Discretion shall preservc tht;c." 

It is regarding this preparation for tlie 
\vriting professions or trades which tlle StatF 
of Bcacorl Lights asked rne to prepare this 
article under the above title. h3any careers 
make use of I>ackgounds similar LO tl1;1t 
demi~ntlccl by journalism 1)ut in the interest 

1. Broad General Background 
In contrast to a strong trcnd in both 

eclucational ant1 industrii~l Rrltls, those who 
\w-ould follo\v journalisn~ arc urged to ac- 
cumulate ;is wide a body of kno\vlctlge as 
possible nrld to continue to clrvclop this 
tlxougho~lt life. ..\ y o ~ ~ n g  writer is c.spected 
to Itavr gerenerid accluaintancr \\,it11 virtually 
every nlajor division of ~lrilosopl~y, science, 
ant1 art. Any areas missing from lris fonn;ll 
rtlucation shor~ld be 13;lrt of lris conti~~uctl 
education or private reatling. Ccntrlrics ago 
Solo~llon prrsented similar i ~ ~ s t r ~ ~ c t i o n  in 
Inany \?erses s r ~ c l ~  as "\Vistlo~~~ is the prin- 
cipal thing, therefore gct wistlorn." 

2. Highly Developed Sense of 
Curiosity 

Coupled with the broad bilckground 
sl~ould be an intense. childlike, sense of 
curiosity. Books on every sul>ject from the 
trnining of turtle doves to stutlirs of remote 
religions; from Syrian cooking to medie\.al 
mi~,ling methods provide the raw material 
for this hungry mind. 

This appetite for varied information is 
also reflected in the young journalist's choice 
of acti\itics. Taking a slice of hundreds of 
activities, he \\ill attempt to bake French 
pastries, \\ill try flying, hitch-hiking across 
se\.eral states or perhaps Europe, will find 
himself visiting factorieh, ~nines, slums, 
scllools, jails, and trying his hnncl at se\,eral 
o~rupations just to gain thc cspcrience. The 
impressions from 1111 these cxl3ericnces are 
stored away against the occasion when it 
will sudde~lly prove valuable in the prepara- 
ti011 of n news story eitl~cr I,y pro\.itling 
direct information or by alerting tlic writer 
that there is more to this s ~ ~ l ~ j e c t  than I I ~  
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ach1al1:- k~~o\vs i111d the 1c.s~ he  say5 about 
it the bdter. 

King Solon~on i~lso posscsscd this sense of 
curiosity iind \vrotc. in tht. first cl~itptcr of 
Ecclesiilstcs, "Antl 1 gave my hc*;irt lo seek 
i111c1 searell 011t I)y \visclo~n c o r ~ c ~ ' r ~ ~ i n g  ir l l  
things that arc clone unt1c.r hea\7e11." 

3. Analytical Observation 
A young \vritcr  nus st 1101 IIC n~islt!cI by 

superficial appearinnces. During tlw first few 
nlonths in his cl~osen career, he is apt to 
"have his eyes ol~encd" n~ost clran~:~tically. 
\Ian>- c\lcnts have ii way of bei~ig sorncthing 
other than their com~~nonly accepted iruape. 
For esanlple, n "Spontant.ous p11111ic 11p- 
rising" i~gainst ;In officii~l in i~ll'ice, is 
usually pli~nned months ill ;cd\-ancc and all 
pi~rticipants wait poised for action until 
some pnrticular i~~cident  occllrs wl~icli will 
be sufficiently controversial to sway the un- 
sr~spectir~g pb l ic .  The cub reporter finds 
that so-cirllcd "juicy" 1ri;lls \vIlich see111 to 
nppe;d to the public's sadistic i~~~n!.$nation, 
are ,anything but pleasant, and aftcr fighting 
with his stoninch during the first such 
closed trial, he is most content to obtain 
his infonnation fro111 the court records. All 
tllrough Scripture sin is portrayed ;IS being 
repulsi\.ct irnd ugly, 3 r d  the young rcporter 
very soon learns the truth of chis. I-le soon 
learns to think likk the Church at Lphesus, 
who \vns praised in Revrli~tion "or not 
accepting everyll~ing at its face value, until 
they hatl exanlined it carefully. 

4. Self Supervising 
A reporter m11s1 often projc*ct Ilunself 

into the heady co~nlfusion of crncrgencies 
where there are no rules m d  no super- 
vision to make decisions nor to prod into 

productivit?.. Those \vho return to ti-c 
eclitori;~l oAiec. with in\uUiciel~t matc*~i;rl 
for thr rlcSws story due to the lack of clirc-c- 
tion on tlne job are called "unen~ployec\." 

Saint Par11 p11t it in fewer wortls in his 
letter to the Colossia~l\: "Senar~t.r, obey in 
all things your master\ accarding to t11c 
flesh; . . . And whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord . . ." 
5. Willingness t o  Accept Correction 

Every word of copy from thc reporter's 
type\vritcr faces the vcary real peril or tlnlc. 
editor's I h e  pencil. 'fhe pres\ilrc. of thc 
rapidly approactling deadline allo\vb r ~ o  tilne 
for ego-savi~~g confcrcnces between relitor 
and writer. h poorly written story is tc- 

turned with a curt note: "Lousry copy, rc- 
{r~ite." Those \vho can take i t  grow in 
both skill and in determination to improve:. 
King Solomon had quite a few comments 
about accepting criticism (or not acceptitlg 
it), "Give instn~ction to ;I wise man m ~ d  111: 

\kill be yet wiser" and i~ few \vrses 1;ltt.r: 
"He tl~at hsteth reproof is brutish." 

Obviously t l~ r re  are many ;tdditior~i~l 
facets i l l  the trnining of journalists. 'I'hc 
few eesnnlples here Ivith the accompanying 
Scripture reference tell a story often ovrr- 
lookrd when \ve prepare or help others 
prepare for a cnrcer- i~nd  althougt~ crusty 
editors across the country \viIl deny it. the 
basic clllalities they look for in beginning 
reD0rtcrs h;ive been found in the standards 
of Scripture for centuries. Con\,ersely, young 
people \\rho consciously follow the teach- 
ings of Script~~re in regard to cliaractcr 
building, will find themselves in demand 
regardless of their chosen profession or 
trade. 

PORTRAITS OF CHURCH FATHERS 
( I ) Introduction 

by PROF. H. HANK0 

The letter read this way: ticles to be concerned with rnc.11 
At our last meeting it was decided who molded and formed our faith, 
to ask you to nlite a series of ar- beginning with the very early church 
ticles for our magazine. This series (100 A.D., possibly Origen, Te~tnl-  
will begin to be printed after "Froni lian, etc.). It  was suggested that n 
Dordt To Today" has been corn- biography accompany the views 
plcted. \Ve would like the ar- which the man held, along with 
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q~~otatiorrs from his works. 'I'he 
lcn$h of the series \\.ill tlcl)c.~rtl upon 
hen, f1111y you \\-is11 to trtai~t the nliirl 
and how many men you desirr to 
write on. 

I had bebwn to breathe a sigh of relief 
that my oblig;~tions to Betrcori Lig1it.y (as 
far as \ \~i t ing is concerned) were olrce again 
;111ncst at an errtl. Then the Icaltc>r callle: 
and the stall sc~cceeded in discovering the 
one subject I found it extremely tlifiicult- 
in fact, as this article makes clri~r, i~npos- 
sible to rcfrtsc. 

O O O *  

It i\ 111)~ C O I I ~ C * I I ~ ~ O L I  thi~t i!\rcry faitltfid 
child of Cod who takes seriously his calling 
to fi-&t the battle of faith must I)c a stt~dent 
of church history. Tlris contention is often 
challenged, evcw by our own pcoplr. T l ~ e  
argument is raised that the past is cbrnpl~at- 
icslly pcrst and hence, of rlo vi1111c to us. 
\\re live in the present; \ve o~lglrl to CCXI- 

cern ourselves with tlle p rese~~t ;  we birvr 
problems enough today to occupy all our 
time and energies \\ithout delving into dark 
and dreary ages of forgotten history to 
learn of problcrns men faced then. 
have sufficient to occupy all our time and 
attention in this modem life witl~out gclting 
all dusty pro\vling around in thc  looks and 
cr,umies of history. \\'e 11;lvc atlecllrate 
"characters" in our age to keep us busy 
without dragging old skeletons out of for- 
gotten closets which are better left burictl 
beneath the tlust of the c e ~ ~ t ~ ~ r i e s .  So, let 
11s turn our Imcks on the past ar~tl f:~ccs tl~e 
present and the fuh~re; this will 1~ of far 
greater profit. 

1 have no sympathy nith s ~ ~ c h  iIrgumen- 
tation. \\?rile surely, we live in the prescrlt 
and I~ad better occupy ourscl\~cs with tlir: 
present, it is noneLheless disaslro~.~~ to fnrgct 
our past. :\rguing against our p:~sl is a type 
of spiritual suicide. It plays into tllr liauds 
of modem day church men who ilrc heard 
raising the snme objections. It is apparent 
to anyone \vho docs live seriotrsly in the 
present and is aware of what is going on in 
thc churcll that one of the clliei evils of 
tlle age of i~postate religion in which wc3 
live is precisely this evil of scorning t l ~ e  
past. It is said by altogether too many 
church leaders today that we nil~st, in order 
to be relevant, forget all about the I~istory 
of the church. Their position is'that we 

hi~vc. to reconsider the, decisions of cllllrch 
co~~ncils in history; rc--evaluate the confcs- 
sior~s of the church, rc-esamine our doctririal 
I~eritirge; and face the fact tirat the past is 
outcl;~ted. that the present done is signif- 
icicnt, and that our modern age requirt-s new 
doctrines and new 1)eliefs.' 

'I'liis is serious busi~~ess. If \vt. listcn to 
tlris, \\,c t l t ~  pa i rc  Ilar~n lo t l ~ e  causc of 
Clrrist and shall nr\.c?r be able to fulfill our 
calling. 

Tlre fact of the matter is that the church 
totl:~y stands in orgnnic connection wit11 the 
cl~~lrch of the past, united to this cllurch 
1)). the Spirit of Jesus Christ. This Spirit 
calls out of every ;~gc? of history tl~t. onc 
I~ody c ~ f  Christ \vhich i~lclrrdes the full nrlm- 
bcr of the elect and rrdeemed people of 
C:otl. 'I'his same Spirit leads the church 
irrttr ill1 truth, as Christ Hin~self promised. 
This snme Spirit conlrnits tlle hcntagr of the 
tr~illr of one gencri~tion to the ~ les t  and 
pl;~cc~i each succectling genrratiorl untlcr 
III(.  solemn obligation to contin~re the devcl- 
opmcnt of the truth with thc inl~eri tanc~ of 
the firtht.rs as the basis. 11-e cannot ignore 
this citlling. -And it presupposes that \r-c 

Lllow what the Spirit of truth hits alrcatl>- 
tloi~c. in the clli~rclr irr  other years. Tlris is 
not being 1radition;ilist - i.e., worshipping 
tri~tlition for tradition's sake: this is being 
grotcfnl for God's work in the c1111rcl1 to 
\\rhich you and I belong.' 

0 0 0 0  

'~'IIc* st& speaks of "articles to bc con- 
cc-11icd with 111~~11 \\vlro ~noldecl and forrnecl 
our fnith. . . ." This is, no doubt, the point. 
Cod raises up, within ttle church, at t l ~ r  
right time and in the right place, men of 
Ilis choir* .md eternal preparation to be 
IISLVI by Him to defend the fz th  ;ind ad- 
vance the cause of Jesus Christ. Sonle ot 
Ll~ t . \ t -  nlen \%-ere martyrs sealing thcir f.iit11 
\rlitli thcir blood. S O I I I ~  of them \vere stirring 
chirri~cters \vhose deeds arouse our ac1miri1- 

- 
1111 :r rceent i=sue of the Hcformrd Ionrnal (March. 

1966). Henrj- Srob. proir.sor oi  npologcticr in Cd- 
v i t ~  S e n ~ i n a ~  mxde just such n plea. Hc asks for 
n rr.ii~i.esti~ation 01 ~!racti=lly every truth the 
c l ~ ~ ~ r c , h  ha. ever n~ai~~talnnl i~lcluding the doct r i~~es  
<,I Scripture. the Conic+sicr~s. God, predrstit~at~on, 
c r t ;~ t i$ rn  vr. cvnlutio~i. :~nd the ntonmloll. IIc 
\ Y : I I I I ~  diecti:.sioui agail~ OII the importance of the 
i r~\ t i t r r lc  oi the chorch. !he liturgy of the church. 
01- rll~estion of ccnrnei~icitp arrcl social calling. 
I.l\.rry doctrine of the church which she ha+ long 
held sacred mu=t eo~ue under the hammer of cnt- 
ici.*m 2nd resvduation. 

''l'hi.; xohlem is diaclls?;c<l at va te r  length in the 
intrndactory article of 1i1.t serres.  he in~erested 
rc:lclrr can find i~ in the issue of JuncJuly, 1963. 
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tion, makc us smile \\.it11 i~~\\ ,ard dc-Iiglrt, 
1,111 \vlrosr lives are Inorc* i~~lc.rrstir~g t l r ; ~ ~ r  
fictior~. Sor~re \vl~rre intc~ll(~ct~~al giants who 
~~c~vertheless 11sec1 their  st powers a~ ld  
cAllornlous energies with single-mir~clcd tlc- 
\rotion to the. ciiuse of (I;r)tl. Some \vc4re 
heretical - cspc:ciitlly when vic:\ved from thc 
prr.y~ective ol' ollr da)- of i~rerc.;lsed u~lclcr- 
standing, ancl tlrvir value in our study is 
consequently so~ne\\~hat negative. Sonic 
\\,ere heroes of faith in their own timch. 
nckno\r~lt.dgc:tl :IS leaders in the cl~r~rch; 
others wrrcb or~tcasts \\tho I ~ i ~ t l  to a\vi~it t l ~ c  
favorable jt~tlbmlent of history to be vin- 
dicated. '1.0 some we owe ;I great debt; i s )  
others \ve o\vc veq- little. Yvt in them ail 
is rvideilce of Cod's most itstonishing c;trc. 
of His churcl~ ;ind the proof ol the promist. 
of Cl~rist: "'l'hc gates of hcll shall not prcvitil 
i~gainst you." 

\\'e shall h;tve to look at lnrn n ~ h o  \vercb 
thenlselves sin~~c:rs, a fact \vllicl~ they ~ I I ~ I I I -  
selves woultl I)r tlrr first to i~drnit. \\'c shi~ll 
have to see their frailties, thisir u~rakrlc:sses, 
their errors. \\'c sllall have to es:uninc I I I ~ I I  

of \\,horn it was t n ~ e  that "the evil men do 
lives after thrm \vhile the good is oft in- 
terred with tllcir bones." But through it 
; i l l  arc shall 11i1vc: to see thnt tl~cy wcrr mc-11 
of Cod \vlro served Gocl's pllrposcS in llis 
Cllur~ll. 
\Ve shall look at their teachings, tl~cir 

doctrinvs, their faith. \\'c shall fintl tl;nt 

some of tlwir teachings have alrri~tly Iiern 
qtt asidr, that sonlca \\,ere inlpc.rfcct ; I I I ~  

even very wrong, tl1;1t some contninctl the 
steds of fnture doctrines to be  dcvclopt~cl 
by thcir spiritual chiltlrea. But tllrough it all 
\re sh;rll h;ivc to see t l ~ ~ t t  God w;is Ivtlding 
Ilis Clrr~rcl~ into th(. f;rith "orlee lor ;dl 
deliverccl tinto the saint\." 

-lnd if \vhen we rei~tl of these Inc.11, \ve 
esperience a spiritual kinslrip \\id1 tl1~111; if 
\re see in their confession the truth \\diich 
\ve hnvc. iilso learnetl to love; if \vtb see 
clearly thi~t the errors with \vhich tlrcy 
stnrggletl are nltrch the s;tnlc as errors again 
arising \vithin the chr~rch; if \ve stantl in 
arnazemcnt before the grcat tnrth that Cod 
\\*arks IIis purpose, that "\ve,&est Inealls 
fdfi11 I~lis \\.ill"; if the result of it il l1 is 
that a closolo.gy of t11;111hgi\-ing arises in 
our Irearts and \ve arc encouraged to g r i ~ t e r  
cliligenw in the battle set before us; if all 
these arc. the fruit, t11c.n these labors \\rill 
not be i t1  vnin. 

(Tote: I f  some of our societies lack ~nate- 
rial for after recess progranls, it is suggested 
that some rnaterial similar to what \\rill bc 
included i l l  this series 111- studied. r h ~ r t :  arc 
many intcbrcsting ant1 \.aluable books inail- 
able. Ant1 this material is of great intcarest 
to those \vho :Ire \villing to spent1 tllr time 
&gang it out.) 

THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS 
Do you know what those are? -4\~1rice, are the manifestations of one totally de- 

gluttony, envy, lust, pride, wrath, sloth. przved- one dead. But the child of Cod 
It is the sinful nah~rc  of nah~ral man Hees from all these. T l ~ e  Heidelberg C:~te- 

whicli seeks those "seven deadly sins." They cllism states: "Can those \vho are converted 
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to God perfectly keep these comr~rir~~dmcnts? 
So: I)ut cven the holiest men, \ v l ~ i l c ~  in Ll~is 
life, havr only 3 small bepillning of this 
obedience: yet so, that with a sincere rCsolu- 
tion they begin to live, not only accorclir~g 
to sorne, Imt all the commandments of Clod." 
h "s~nall beginning," but also "a siricere 
resolution." 

D O 0 0  

\\:e have always held the position as 
churches that movie attendance is wrong. 
Our consistories h:i\,c been so i~aistc*nt u p o ~ ~  
this, that they rt.gi~rd it a mattc!r of con- 
sistorial action \\,hr*n it is kno\r111 thnt this 
reguli~tion is I~roken. And nliuly good 
reasons have been given in tile pi~st to sup- 
port this position. 

But br~ch a position appear5 ,11111ost ouL- 
datc.tl in a time wllr.11 tele\.ision ci111 briug 
thesc veq- "mo\~ics" into our homes. \\re 
do still spe.~k of "controlling" or "regt~lating" 
television. \Ye do ~nnintain that it is right 
to \vatcl~ only the "good" progfiunis, But 
one t1ot.s \vender \vl~nt "regulnti~r~" Ilrcarls 
\\-hen cl~ildren and i ~ d ~ ~ l t s  begin to sprak of 
the nr ioos programs they ha\w seen. It's 
time more concern is sho\\-11 in this wholc 
matter. 

NOW one wor~lcl almost espect Illat illc! 
Protesti~nt Reformed Churches \\~oltlcl take 
a strong stand against the inrpropcr use of 
television. One nligl~t expect that these 
chrlrches ~vould illlo\v orlly the watching of 
"ne\\~s." After iill, these clrurclles art! 
kno\vn for thcir strictness. Yet i ~ s  ~ ~ ~ c r n b r r s  
of these churchcs wc ilre found oftcn in 111c: 
position of condoning our o\\n use of tclc~i- 
sion. Therefore, \rllen one discovers a 
national news magazine. \vhicl~ is not 
partic~~larly concernetl with the ~ I ) ~ ( ~ ~ \ ~ : I I I c '  
of the la\\, of Cod, presenting $1 stantl 
against much of the television program- 
ming, a sbnd  which is stronger in many 
\rays tllan we have expressed - then onr 
sits 1113 and takes note. If this is what 
THEY say a1,olrt tc.levision, thcb~~ Ilow can 
I ever sit conlfortably in my c;lsy clrair and 
watch all this with :I cle'u conscience? I'm 
going to quote from Tirrw ~~~; ig ;~z ine  of 
.-\pril 8, 1966. In an article entitlccl, "Seven 
Dcntlly Daytinle Sins," the followi~~g is 
stated: 

"'I broke off with Shs. Scott, Gocl help 
me . . . and her . . .' 

"'l'm frightened, Dr. Bauer . . . so 
frightened . . .' 

<' . 1 don't feel anything jr~ht ncnv . . . 
c,sccpt dead insitlr.' 

.' , Sucl~ arc- the arias of so;~l) aperas, chy 
in and day out, on daytime television . . . 

". . . The house\vife is bombarded with 
programs whose aim is to esploit at least five 
of tlle seven deiitlly sins. r\v;~rict. and glut- 
tony arc the mail] cornponc~lls of s11ch game 
slio\rfs as Let's . \ f~l ;e  a Deul, \vllere hus- 
I I ~ I I I ~ S  and wives bicker as they try to guess 
the prices of la\vn sprinklers ant1 diet bread, 
;uitl S~rperr~~arke t  Sweep, wllcre grocery 
sllclves are \\vc.pt clean by tc~lsc men with 
shopping carts racing against ;I clock. Envy, 
too, is ,an important ingredient of thr- game- 
sl~o\\, recipe. The house\vife who abandons 
(liill)er end vnctlrlnl cleaner to ~votch Jeo- 
/~tlrd!/  or you Voti't Say! sits red- and green- 
oycd as other women - coifctl and dressed 
in their b e s t  at midday - win money and 
refrigerators and play chariicles ('lie, -r, 
rrr.* . . . Lr~z;~n~s!') \xith reill, live, cver- 
popr~lar, never-to-be-forgott(!r~ celebritic-s 
s ~ ~ c h  as Akin King, Ton] IJoston, .\lorcy 
.A~nsterdm, and \ v l ~ a t ~ s - h i s - ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ w .  

"But it is lust that \\.ins tllc \:ie\verss 
closest attention. Once the radio soap operas 
sc~cincd as spotless as if they had bee11 
s r r ~ ~ l ~ h e d  clo\\.n by the spo~lsor's product; 
no\\ the 1'\' i~ctors seem to need their 
n1011ths washed out with it. . . ." (Then 
folltr\v several illustmtio~~\ unf t for p~~blica- 
tion - or for hearing in ;In) Christian 
I l O l l l ~ ~ .  ) 

"170r variety, t l ~ e  houstx\vifr cnn hine in 
on As the l\70rkcl Ttrms, thc rloyennc of  
tl;iily dramas, \\,here the actors still say 
'Yo11 mean . . .' and 'It can't be true!' and 
rcg~~larly face death. clisease, violence. al- 
col~olism. attempted suicicle, a~nnesia, rape, 
nl:~l-practice and child-cuatocly suits. The 
\fic.\\ver can IIC forgiven if she becon~cs a 
victim of another deaclly sin - pride - at 
Ili~ving a family \\rho, no rn;lttcSr \\?hat their 
v;~qaries, must seem to be the cpitonle of 
n~itlcllc-class morality comp;~rcd to the 
;~trorit).-ridden citizens of \Vorlcl. Search for 
, . 1 ottrorrow, h c c  of  Life, ;inti Guiding 
Ligltt. 

"All of \\vhich Icavcs d.lyti~ne n' with 
o11Iy t\\.o sins untouched: wri~tlr and sloth. 

"And as the sliado\vs begin to lengthen 
on her lawn and the commercials for virile 
I:~undry detergents (Boost!, Blast!, Fist!, 
Kick!, S~leerl, Guts!) ricochet around the 
ho~rrc.~naker's uncleaned living room, sloth 
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can c..~sil?; bc. itccountc.tl for. .is for wrath, 
that c!cpencIs. \$'ill shtr rise a~ltl turn olT 
thc set? Or is she trapped forcvclr UI the 
flickering \vorld of \,icarious fun a11d games, 
sc;~ndnl and scs? Tune out to~~~ol.ro\v." 

O O O Q  

Noxv if that a11 hacl hcw~ tvritton by oneb 
of those overly-critical P. K. millisters or 
some ill their c~)ngregntions, one. col~ld toss 
asitlc the cl.iticis111 as t~ncluly h;trsl~. The. 
s ta tc~~~ents  co~icerning the "so:~p operas" 
 night make 11s a bit uncomfort;~l)lc. \Vc do 
rc.lnemher that the ch~~rches oppose movic. 
attc~~tcli~nce. \\'e do ;tlso kno\rl thi~t there is 
n~uch incor~sistirncy in forbidding tl~:lt, while 
allo\ving these siune "movies" into our homes 
via tc.lcvision. \\'e must fcbrl a hit Ilypocrit- 
ic;tl when onr children, for inst;~ncc., can scse 
Botrttot~ on our telc\,ision scrcc$n, but they 
are forbidden to see it in thr  movie house 
do\v~itown. 

U I I ~  all that other crilicism 01' git~llc-type 
programming! 'These arc among t11e- "good" 
programs that \\re ha\v I,rrn watching \vitlr 
a c.lc*ar canscic!~~ce! T11c.n to have one state 
that these hi~vc. their ;~l>pc-al I~eciu~sc they 
exploit gluttony, avarice, and envy! \\'ell - 
th:~t's going just it bit too far! i\ntl wvorsr: 
to accuse one of "sloth" I>c~c;tusr 111. or she 
spc~ltls some time n-atclli~~g these* tiling. Is 
not one entitlcd to sonw euter tni~~~nent  
relasation? 

Trouble is - the criticism comcls 11ot from 

son~c fundam< nti~list l~rc.;~cller or sc~rnle 
"hyprr-Cnl\finisl." And the. fact is, t l~nt 
rven those "l~y~~er-Calvinists" \vo~~lcl hesi- 
tate to htate a thing so bluntly and to be 
so all-inclr~sivr in conde~~~ning  a t l~i~lg:  at 
le;xst, I \vould hitvc I~esit;~tcd to I~avc. 111ade 
such ;I blanket condemnation - to claim 
that 111ost T V  progmnmling finds its i~ppcal 
to the vie\ver because it esploits one or 
more of the "sevrn deadly sins." 

Hut ;I national, secular ~~e\i-s-magazine 
nukes t l ~ c  statcn~rot! I did not m:ike that 
claim. :\lid if thr tvorltl, in ib \\rorldly 
\v i sdo~~~,  c:inphasizc:s that its T.V. e~~lc.rtain- 
tnent is for the most part lnerc exploitation 
of thr ''seven dr;~tlly sins." \\hat ought I 
then to say? Slust 1 stand before tltoi~ and 
claini th;tt they ;ire partly wrong - that 
their entrrtainment is not as bad as tliry 
think it 1 0  be? 

But I Ilavr ":I sincere resolution" t c ~  '%e- 
gin to live, not only accortling to soInca, b~t t  
all the cwnmlandn~ents of Cod." That Incans 
that principally I am opposed to anything 
\vhich \voultl exl>loit those. "seven tlc~i~clly 
sins," yc0;i, and I 1,rbin to shudder \\*lic.n I 
realb. that I have found any of such type 
programs entertaining because of their es- 
ploitation of thesc sins. 

0 0 = 0  

One \\landers if there ought not to be 
m a > -  good, used, P.R. telc.vision sets for 
sale. 

CRITIQUE 
by ROSALYNN REITSMA 

A CHALK LINE DRAWN 
The Beacon Lights Staff heartily welcomes There is a chalk line drawn between what 
Rosalyn Reitsrna as new con~ributing is called world imd what is called church. 
editor for Critique. The following is her At best, it is a very pale line, for both 
first contribution. church and world are steadily erasing it 
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from existence. At the time of Cl~rist, there 
\v:rs no chalk line at ill1 in thl. Christi~r~ 
world; but rather, there \sfas an in~preyialile 
\\.all. For the true Church of tocI:ly, this 
\\,..I! still exists. For us there ciun I > r  no 
chalk line bet\veen gootl and evil; tlrere 
~ilust be a wall. 

But, ho\v can \ve erect an inipregnable 
wall mtlirr than a mere chalk line? How 
;ire me to know the tnlr differe~lce I)c%tn~t.er~ 
Cl~urch and \vorlJ \vhcn so oftell ; L I I  wr tlo 
fine1 is a chalk line? 

How-, for instance, are \ve suppo\c*tl to get 
an ed~~cation when \ve are taught in both 
hi JI school ;111d collegc to consicli.r \r,orlclly 
art mid litrrati~re as be,~c~tiful .~nd t;~lc,~itetl? 
Isn't art b;~sically the true esprc~ssion of 
God's \r,orltl, arising from the 11ri1rt of ;I 

child of (;od to I I i b  glon? Or is this 
\\,orldly "i~rt" really not sinful? Are the 
artists really striling for Cot1 in thla exy1vs- 
sion of their art? l'crl~aps a look at the 
lives of t\vo of the so-called artists \\,ill be 
helpful: 

The scull~tor Slicl~rli~ngelo, perll;~l,s brst 
Imo\xn for his sculpture "David iultl for his 
Sistine Cl~apel frescoes, \\,as horn of ;I 

Catholic f;lmily, in a Catholic Iti~ly, in a 
time when t l ~ c  Papal influence wrls ; ~ t  its 
height. I-le lived d u r i ~ ~ g  the cro\v~~ing cltiys 
of achie\lenlent for the Homish churcl~ and 
died after the Protestant ref or ma ti or^, as 
the Ronlish church espcriencecl declil~c. Yrt, 
in spite of all the religious fervor nrlcl nl1- 
heaval going on around him, Slic.l~c.licngrlo 
was not interested in the church 11s a rc- 
ligion. Basicall>-, he \\.;IS a humanist. UII- 
concerned \\,it11 the church's rilo~tlity, hr 
glorified the human I)ocly instead of C;od's 
spirit \\.itl~in it. His paintings and scrllpture 
\\.ere larger-than-life, stronger-than-life rep- 
resentations of idealizecl humiunity, whilr 
his life \\cis a swirling ecldy of scsnsr~nlity, 
\liclielangelo even took it upon himself to 
paint God (or rather his conception of Cad) 
in the nudes. 

Xevrrthelcss, \vli;it can be s;iitl of hlicl~rl- 
angel0 can I>c said cvcm lnorr of En~c~st 
I-len~iugvay, a modern day author. I leming- 
\\.a) \\.as ;in empty perbon, as evidenced by 
the futility of life espressecl in his hook 
Tlie Old r\lnn U J I ~  the Sea. 11~. l~arl IIO 

helief in Cod or in Christ's niori~lity. In 
fact, his life can be traced tliror~gh thc. 
multitude of his woliien to his I~itter encl 
by suicide. 

Neither hlichelangelo, nor Ernest 
I lrrnirip\\~ay I~ad  Chri.;t ics the center of their 
r!sistence. 

Can \ve cn~lsider the proclucts of these 
men as good? Or rather, can \vc. study 
tliese products na true art? If \ve do study 
the "art" of tlirsr men are \ve not 1)rcnking 
tlo\vn the 1);irriers between oursel\.es and 
tlir \\-orld? .ire \\-e not dra\ving a chalk line 
i r ~  place of building a w;~llT 

'I'oday, i l l  order to cor11~11ete the rcquire- 
rnctrlts for n high school or college edr~cation, 
\ve are obliged to read and study, not only 
I lrrningway and \liehclangelo, but many 
otl~ers \\rho are classifircl as being artists. 
\\'c could, of course, cut or~rsel\res 1111 from 
the \vorlcl entirely, and have all our o\\m 
scl~cols and live as ;I completely c l o s d  
cc~ri~munity. IIo\vever, the Lord has placed 
us in the \\vorld for ;I pu~posc-, ; ~ n d  this 
plirpose do1.s not incluclc. complete isolation. 
'I'here is some point .it which  nus st Ix 
prepared to nleet the \vorlcl, and \vr muat 
I I ~  ready to meet 111~3 \vorld on OUR 
grounds. Nonetheless we r~iust kno\\, our 
opponent, and I\no\r. l ~ i ~ n  well. 

Horn then, can \vr know our opponent 
without era\ing the barriers that keep us 
totally srl~:~rate froni him? How can w e  
Iri~rn \vitlioi~t ourselves falling illto trmpta- 
t ion? 

The first stcp tonead learning ib a firm 
knowledge of the tritth. l'llis niranb con- 
<(ant, diligent sh~cly in the \\'ord of Gocl, 
AND SOT JUST OS SUNDAY. Only \\-itll 
total commitment to Gocl can nre withstand 
;IIICI combat the \vorld and its evils. 

\Wth totill comniitn~ent to Cod as our 
I)a\r, we caul go fonvartl to s~udy  the \vorlcl, 
even to read some of its Iitrrnt~ire and 
st11dy its art. But we must ever remain 
.~lert, discerning students, always watching 
I(nsl \\re f;111 into temptation. For as long as 
~>ossihle, are 111ust re~llili~i under the guidance 
of tliose olcler, wiser, and stronger tl~an \r-e 
are, and \ve must hc prepareel to avoid 
trmpt;ition whenever necessary. 

Is it possible then, for us to st~ldy the 
world \vithout breaking down our persoilal 
\v;iII of truth and drawing :i chalk line of 
conlprornisc? Yes, it is ~ossible for the 
strong in the tn~ th ,  for those \+it11 gt~id'mce 
irnd cliscretion. and for those willing and 
; ~ l ~ l r  to fight for the Lord on His grounds. 

Ilo\v can we h o w  if \frE ;ire able to 
fight for God actively without compromis- 
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ing ourselves? It is, basically. ;I personi~l a chalk line dr;t\\n het\vc.cn \\+hat is called 
dvcision. No one call tliscovc*r o~lr  Itidclc-n church and \vlrat is calletl \vorltl, c u ~ t l  it is 
nfc:llmesses for 11s. nut nrust bca bn~tnlly >teaclily being (.rased. \\'e must have an 
honest \\.it11 ourselves . . . . for there is impregnable \\.all. 

vs. E R  

by REV. ROBERT 

R O R  

C. HARBACH 

14. THOUGHTS ON THE DOCTRINE O F  ELECTION 
12. ITS ASSURANCE 

"Knowing, I)rcthl.e~~ I~clovetl, y o ~ ~ r  clrc- 
tion of Cod: for our Chpe l  ratnc: . . . it1 
m11c11 assurance" (I TI). 1:4, 5). which 
Irlcirns no: only that it is posiil)lc for 11:. 

to know our clection, that we lllity ant1 
ought to ktlo\\, it, but :11si~ that \vtS may br  
assured of it beyoncl ;I doubt. \\'hen the. 
Cosprl comcs to a nl;m in Lhe po\ver of tht. 
Spirit, hc 1i:ls no doul~t of its \~c!~.;lcity, its 
infitllibility, ;~~~thenticity and autl~ority. I-le 
becomes convinced that it is "not the \vord 
of mm, but ;IS it is in t n ~ t h ,  thc \\'or<] of 
Cotl" (v. 13). For Ilinr, the clcvcr argrl- 
mtSnts of i~theists, ~ t ~ o c l e r ~ ~  scic!lrtists nntl 
sociologists are dispelled like milk-\\reed in 
thc! \vind. I-le affirnrs, "by IIis I.loly Spirit 
111y Fathvr i l l  heaven trssrtres I I I V  of etmm;tl 
life." He is as much : ~ s s ~ ~ r c d  of his election 
as he is of Christ's absolute Gotlltead, His 
true humanity, Ilis virgin I,irth, llis atoning 
de:lth, IIis oflice ;IS ~ ~ r o p l ~ c t ,  pt.iest ;untl 
king, His covenant headship ant1 I lis eterrr;il 
reign. These things are srttled in his mint1 
once and for all. His faith, positive ;in11 
dogmatic. may ratlrcr amaze thc sclf-corn- 
placent ignorant and the snprrcilious in- 
trllectual. IIis Iiomish ;~cquaintanccs regard 
his faith with :I mixt~ture of enky ant1 amuserl 

tolerancr. They tilay even eye him \vith 
pih, for according to the avowccl st;ultlard 
of Popery, all st~cli "erring brethrc~~i" are 
actnally cursed. E\.er since the Cour~cil of 
Trent (1563, thc year the lleidelberg Cate- 
c11is111 \\!as first publisl~~tl), the I~omish 
churcl~ has pronounced a curse upot~ Ur- 
sinus, his catecl~isrn, ant1 the Protestant 
and Rctformed c11urcht.s in its clecrec.~, one 
of \\-hicl~ re;~ds, "If any one shall illfirm 
that n regenerate and justified man is bound 
to bclicve that 11c is certainly in the num- 
ber of the elect, let such an one be ac- 
cursed." Popery puts its puerile curses 
agrtu~st plain Scriptme. "\\%o sl~all lay 
;mything to the charge of God's elect! It is 
God tl~nt justifietl~! \ \ho  is he that con- 
demnr~h!" Isn't it as plain as possil~lc from 
h a t  Scripture thnt the justified man i \  cer- 
hin1)- in tlle number of the elect? Then 
isn't s11c11 a mall bound to 1,rlieve it? "\Vr 
are bortirrl to givc thanks always to God 
for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, 
becaux- God bath from the beginning 
chose~t you to salvation through snnctificir- 
tion of the Spirit o~rd belief of the 1r11th'' 
(I1 'I'h. 2:13). Since none of thr curses of 
the Co~lncil of Trent 11;lve been lifted 
from the head of one Protestant, It:t the 
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Itomanist ccnse his prattlc: itbout "tliologrie" 
with the Protesta~lt 1,otlirs. 13111 Ivt  11im 
kecp in mint1 that thr Ciospel \\-hicl~ comrs 
in po\\.er, in the Holy Spirit, atid in much 
assurance insists upon 1)rethren 1)eloved 
from eternity kr~o\\-ing their elrction of 
Cot1 (I TI). 1:4, 3). Lct him also kliclw t h ~ t  
with us lt is a v e q  small matter tliitt \re 
\ho111d be icidced of Ilc)rne, or of niar.'s 
jrldgment (I Cor. 4:4). Bt~t if he forget all 
this. let liitn at least rc.lneniher tlt;~t "if arlv 
man preach any otlier 'gospel' I I I I ~ C I  yo11 
than that which we I~a\-e preilcl~ctl u ~ ~ t o  
yo11, let Iiitri be accurrcd!" (Gal. 1 :9). 

13. ITS VENERATION 
'The one \\,I10 does the clioosing I)II~S 

honor and \value on the cl~osen ones. To 
he appointctl by the prc*sitlent to itti  office 
is an honor; or to be granted a position by 
tlie state places d i s i t y  on tlic* ;111pointce. 
It \vas a special cornlner~dntion t l ~ ; ~ t  "Titus 
. . . was ;dso chosen of the c h ~ ~ r c l ~ r s "  ill 
Cor. 8:lQ). Of higher honor is it tli;~t "Gotl 
Ili~th chosen the foolisl~ things of t l ~ t .  \vorltl 
. . . God h;ith chosen the weak t l~i t~gs of 
the \vorld" (I Cor. 127). The highc.st pos- 
sible honor is expressed in, "Brholtl. .\Iy 
Senrant, whom I upl~olcl, Sline Elcbct, Bly 
Beloved, \\,l~oln 1 liavc chosen" (ls:~. 421 ;  
Slatt. 11:18). Christ is the first Elt.ct. H c  
is the "chief Cornerstone, elect, prc:ciousn 
( I  Pet. 1:6), t\.hich sho\vs that the I~onor 
and excellency of preciousness is r~pott 
Christ bccattse He is elect. His ~nc.tnI,ers 
;ire reft-rrccl to thus, "His elect's sake. 
whom IIe hath chosen" (Slk. 13:eO). The 
most honored of the saints are so I)cca~lsc 
of their rlcction: "For David hly sc:rvanl's 
sake, \vhotl~ I chose" (I K. 11:34); "Aaron 
whom He had chosen" (Ps. 150:26); Paul 
\\.as a "chosen w-essel unto Me" (Acts 9:l.j). 
' 6  7 l e  are a chosen generation" (I Pct. 2:9), 
i.e., "an elect race" (ASV), for "1 have 
chosen you" On. 15:16). We cotlld never 
du,ell in the house of the Lord forever es- 
cept that we had been choscn of God. 
"Blessed is the man who111 Thou cllooses~ 
and causest to approacl~ unto Thee., that he 
may d\\*ell in Thy courts" (Ps. 654). 

Peculiar honor is further evident in the 
relative fewness of the elect in any age. In 
the days of Noah, the elect were, sliel~ered 
in "the ark . . . wherein few, that is eight 
souls were saved" (I Pet. 3:19), but "the 
world of the ungodly" perishecl. The Lord 

in ans\Xrer to the question, "Are thcrc fen- 
111i1t be si~vccl?" (Lk. 13:73), :~ns\vrred, 
"N;~rro\v is tlic way \vllich Icatleth 1111to 
life, and fe\v there be that find it" (Slatt. 
7: 13). In rvrltrast to the natiorls of the 
world, the Lord says, "Fcar not. (vrry) little 
Ilock, Tor it is your Father's good plenswt? 
to give yo11 the Eingdom" (Lk. 12:30, :W). 
It is true of God's ptwple generally that 
"Ye \\-ere the fewest of all people" (Dt. 
7:7), and t11:1t because "Slany itrta called, 
11111 Few chosen" (Slatt. 10:lG). This scarcity 
comes about not bec;tr~se the 1,ortl is dis- 
i~ppointctl or defeated in His origin;~l pur- 
pose. hut I)c.causc it is thr renlizirtion of 
l lis forenrclinatioli in c.trrnity. "\\'hatso- 
ever the Lord pleased, tll;~t did He." "\Vhat- 
sor\.rr IIis soul cesireth, e\.en that He 
tlocth." "IIc doeth accorcling to IIis \\.ill in 
the anny of heaven ;inti anioltg the in- 
I~al~it~lnts of the earth, iincl none can stay 
llis hand." The total number of the r l e c ~  
is "a great ~nultitude, which no mati c ~ u l d  
~l~trlll)er, of ;ill nations and ki~idretls and 
~)c~ople ;tnd tongucs" (Ilcv. 7:9). 

14. ITS RESISTANCE 
\\'hen tlie doctrine of election is scrip- 

turally ,inti faithfully preached, it \\,ill be 
~ n r t  with I~itlrr protestations. It \v;15 always 
so, in ever?. .tge of thr church. The natural 
man would r;ltl~er not Iwnr the tntth of the 
itl>solute so\fereignt) of God, that H c  is the 
I'olter, while I I V  tlie clay to i ~ c  torrlied a ves- 
sel of n-r.it11 or a vessel of mercy, as I-Ie or- 
dains. This arouses his ire as nothing else 
\+rill. LVhen the preacher insists that ntan is so 
totally depraved in sin that he is spirihldy 
tlracl, is ir~clined to all evil and incapable 
of any good. and therefore can never come 
to salvation unless God choose him and 
cluicken him, that preacher is denounced in 
rage as a "\r,icked man." \laintilining of 
this truth has brought forth opposition from 
tlic local church supposed to be "Rcfonncd" 
;tnd from stnnding conimittees of the de- 
nomination. Certain Bible movements attack 
first one pait of Scripture truth, then an- 
other. Not only is predestination decried as 
the "one lioss shay," but eternal punish- 
trlrnt is contemptuously regarded as Im- 

rlccessary. tlie final preservation and per- 
severonce of the saints are offensive, and 
the doctrine of the trinity and of creation 
are found embarrassing. Preach that men 
arc by nature like the impotent man, fallen, 
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foul, hrlpless in tlrc dust; lika tht. ~)rodigal 
son. CI I ) i~nkr~~pt  I~.lllper o\vil~g Icn tllousa~~d 
tidents yet having nothing to pity; like 
Lazarus, drad and stinking in the grave. 
of sin and h p i ~ i t ~ ~ n l  dr*irtl~: lilte tlie dry 
bones in the valley uttrrly dc.pentlc-nt on 
the sovereign good plen\i~re of Cod for 
restoration and lifc. - prc.:rcl~ tllat. ;111d vain 
man, ignorant ol' his r~.ill mibcvy, cannot 
tolerate such srlf-denuding, pride-abasing 
doctrine. 

From csperie~~cc you so011 learn that tl~c. 
r~wal mcthocl of attack against this trutl~ 
is that of misrc.l,resentittio~i, not that of 
ref~~tation. It is not tnkcn 1113 i~nd an- 
s\r,crecl, I)ut liclcl down i111c1 pcntcarted. It 
is so hatcot1 that it cannot be mentionecl nor 
appraised in s11c11 ;I way i ~ s  to let the doc- 
trine spr;~k for itscslf. E1c.ctio11 is ~~rc.sentetl 
as t h o ~ ~ g l ~  Cocl ordainetl the entl \vithol~t 
ordaining tlie Incans; as tliougl~ election 
\trcre [lot that \v(. shoultl bc holy; that it 
were 111)t t h r o ~ ~ x l ~  s;~nctific:ttion, f;~ith ancl 
unto obedience. 'I'l~e elect 111;ly become ah 
wicked as they plr,:~se and still go to Ilc-ii\.en. 
'I'l~c reprobate I I I : I ~  l i a ~ c  c3\,ery r ~ ~ : l r d  for 
virtue ancl Ions for hea\.cn, b ~ ~ t  shitll never 
n~ilh-e it. So the denial of election is n 
caricaturt! of Scripture. 

This is the "smear" ti~ctic used i~gninst 
election. It is ~nacle to appear ;In evil 
monster. tllreati~lg to the "tlc~nocrntic spirit," 
thc "hrotl~crhootl of marl" and tllcb "unity 
of mankincl." Sat~ui sho\\.s his po\vc.r when 
he is able to stir 1111 all kncls of iuiimosity 
itgainst tl~is trt11Ii from cvr5ry clu;~rtl!r of the. 
\vickccl worlcl. Bt~t  he de~r~onstratrs his cun- 
ning when he is i~ble to enlist the under- 
gror~nd ;~ctivities of professing Christit11-r~ tn 
carry 011 his subversion for I~im. Uut none 
of these things sho111d movc the lover of 
Reformed tmth. 

U S I I ~ I I ~ ,  Ll~e on(. who st;~nds agiti~~st this 

truth is i~lmost \vhollj- ignorant of what it 
is all i~bout. I.le hardly knows what hc is 
up itgainst. Frrrther, his ignorance is t l ~ e  
result of failure to enlighten hin~srlf on tlie 
subject. He hi~s matlc not even 11 cursory 
study of the ~natter. \\.hat little scrutiny 
11e may have given it 11;l.s been darkened I I ~  
the veil of prejudice \vl~ich blintlfolds him. 
It makes no dilkrence to him \vhcther you 
c2n prove that clection is the fountain of 
11r;linrss and good \vorks. He only \\rants to 
do a\\?;ly \\,it11 it. For i t  throws too strc111g 
a searchlight on his slial>l)y, two-cent 1111- 

mani5:ic gcspel. 
Prrhaps the I>itterest and mobt ~ ~ n r c l r t ~ t -  

ing r.llcmie\ against tlie doc t~ ic .  of election 
are t l ~ e  Rom;~ni\ts. They are tlie gentcbst 
protagonists of "free-\villilm" and snlvatio~~ 
1)). \\,arks ancl 11111nan nicrit. Tl~cy of all 
people \vonld be oppoxcl the most to sov- 
ereign grace and divine predrstiuation. 
Home today is \ .en 11u\y tlran.ing converts 
to herself in a last-ditch elFort to become 
the one-~vorld church. Slmy "l'rotest,lnt" 
.hninians degrnerate to Slocler~iists and 
the11 ;ire soon scbcn either flirting \rritll or 
uniting with the Chnrcii of Home. Sle, likc 
the woman \vllo rides the Beast. is fast 
winning not ol~l!. ecclesinstical power o\rrr 
all the cllurcl~ bodies in the worlcl, but 
also political prestige over an>- other organi- 
zation in the \\vorld. Her po\vc.r increascs 
when so called "Protest;~nt" pulpits prc.ac.l~ 
the things ~vhich give her aid and con~fort 
:ad advance her interests. She is dcliglitetl 
\\<tli the modern propl~cts of ~rliiss-c:vangcl- 
ism \vho preach fallen man's power to ac- 
cept Christ and I~clieve. These pretenders 
to Protestantis~n who attack or undernii~~c 
the doctrine of election nse the same objcc- 
tioris tliat came from the ultramnontanist 
church back in counter-Reformation days. 

(To be continued, D.\'.) 

Dear Editor of the Reacon Lights: 

>lay I have a little spilce in our paper 
to vrnt 111y opinio~~ i lbo~~t:  

SPORT AND GLORY DAY 
\lor~d:~y, \larch 21, was glgry d:ty :I[ East 

Chr. IIigll School. Only in its second year 
of operation, \villi its coacl~ Cornie Bykerk, 
came its b:~sketball team ho111e from Slicbi- 

gan Hatfield hoclse, \\.it11 l l > ~ g  colors. 1 % ~ -  
fore a crowd of 12,311 the s t~~dents  of :I 

(Calvinistic?) snhool slio\\.ed the \t~orlcl \vlrat 
Christians can clo. Slr. Bykerk is a graduate 
of lidanis St. Prot. Ref. School, and ahitt 
n p i h  that Adiums did not participate nl  
least ;I little in the honors hesto\t,ed on 
East Cl~r. High. Bykerk began his coaching 
career ;it Adams i~nd lultlcr his lei~dershi~~, 
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its athletes won several trophies. 13ut alas. 
instead of the Prot. Ref. Scbool nrrtl its 
people, the Chr. Hef. scllool and its people 
appeared in thr lime-light. Imagine what 
an Ilonor ant1 glory we missed, first O F  all 
the kcy to the Ci@ presenter1 by the Siiryur 
of Cr;~ntl Rapids, tlrcn all the praise and 
ccngr;lt~~lations for 30 rninutc:~ brsto\vc-11 by 
the honor;~ble Senators Zaagman and Van- 
der L;rau, along with the cs:eemc.tl rep- 
resentative PC-ter Eok. Are \vc: not c~rot~gh 
sport minded to see tlrat it is hidl ti~nc Lor 
us to have our own high school? In hd;~rns 
Street \ve hid a littlr sapling plantc.tl i111d 
nowr \sfr see someclne else pick its golden 
apples in front of our eyes. In r\tli~~rrs and 
Hope we have our athletic tt-:uns, I ~ l t  tlley 
get  lowh here. Hope has to play in n [)or- 
ro\\,ed Rm. If wc have our ~ \ V I I  hidl 
school then we can combine tlrc* best 
players into one tc;rnr, and ~lraybe 1,lessnrc 
Bykerk to become Prot. Ref. again, ;und so 
keep our youth in our church, ant1 :~ltl~o~igh 
we c;imlot get aspirants for the millistry, 
\\-c niight bt* able to supply the \vorltl with 
Pmt. Ref. o~~tstanding male i~~rcl ferl~i~le b.111 
players. Holtling before our yo~rtli thr 
glory of the pl~blicity in the sport m;tgilzincs 
and ncwspnpers, besides all the worsl~ip ot 
the tllousands of sport fans, who \\.ill con- 
stantly utter their praises, there  night 
emerge one or~ t  of onr mitht that getr i~ 

plncc. in the Ilall of FRIIIC \v11icI1 11iea11s 
glory even after death. 

But someone \\dl say our future IIi& 
School a l o  intends to teach our co\enant 
youtli: "choo\ing ratlrer to suffer ;~llliction 
\\it11 the people of Cod, th:rn for :I season 
the pleasure of sin; esteeming the rcq~roi~ch 
of Christ greater riches than the pleasures 
of Eb9pt." For all I have seen in t l ~ e  past 
happen to young pc*ople of other c l .~~~~.chc>,  
it must be cither, or. \ire milst d11nrp all 
the sports, bvl~ich is nothing but idol;ttr):. or 
\rPe I I I ~ I S ~  tllro\v our rcligiolr away, tile two 
don't mi.. . It is lamentable that our young 
men will go aU out for sports; but it is 
still more tleplorablc that our datrghtcrs arc 
also absorbed b>- it. Listen to what Dr. A. 
huiper Sr. had to say about this: "ILL yestcr- 
year \\,as thc sweetness of living r~rjoycd ill 
the family circle and amolrg friends, but 
now this is all turned around, what in the 
past was sweet is now bitter. to ~~rcntion 
former way of life fills one with disgust, 
such a Cinderella, tame pigcon or house 

Iren, uo no\v \rre ha\-P a ciiliercnt meet  and 
in convlr~sion you see :I young lady in I)oys 
irpperal, Lick a football in t l ~ .  air, longing 
for h o ~ ~ o r ,  ~vhat  in times of I~ctter niorals. 
in t11t. cyrs of everybody, be to hcr shame 
(als gij in u\\? huis zit, pg. ?16)." if 
the clrampion of general pacts is aroused to 
inc1ig11;ition by seeing girls i~rld young 
tvomelr participate in sports, t11c.11 what must 
l)e our atiitutlc. \\*e \vho do~l't belicve in 
gtneral, much less in common grace? \\'hat 
is our opinion of seeing boys, girls and even 
~narricd \\-om-n \\alk in short5 and bathing 
s11it.s ill I,ublicT I am glad tllc Rev. Schip- 
per ditl not allo\v his tlar~ghtr.r to bvlonr: LC) 

.-\darns St. basketball team. I3ut if all our 
parents \vould I)c like Rev. Sollipper, \\,hat 
\vould our boys 2nd girls do, 1)esides going 
to school and church? \\'ell. they co~tltl do 
the sitme things their parrnts ttsed to do, 
take ;I long wiilk, go cycling or skating, read 
some good literature, play some nltrsical 
irlstn~mmt, go fishing or play I)nU with some 
friends. By this I mc.irn not ;IS an organized 
team to conipete \\-it11 some other team, for 
then tlley begin to errmlate the godless, 
seeking he i r  own glory ant1 the praises of 
men. IF we \vould o111y shun more the way 
of evil doers irntl instead of c:~tering toward 
the nc.w mori~lity, \ve \\ill 1101 need ;I bym. 
in our future lligh Scl~ool, and thr insin~c- 
ti011 o f  the class room \\dl not be in con- 
ILict, I>)? xvhat is done after school hour. Our 
boys ;~nd  girls \\70111d tlren by their brha\-ior 
sho~v themscl\,es to be l)ilgrims and 
strangers, rr*i~lizing that tllry don't battle 
against flesh and blood, but against evil 
lmvers in thc air. ..\ battle which is not 
wagetl by a selected fe\v, as is the case in 
sports, but in \\hich every ).out11 must 
participate, ant1 being compi~sscd about n-itlr 
so great a cloud of \\.itnesscs, by the grace 
of Cod may mn with pationce the race 
set before them, looking 1111to Jesus, the 
a~lthor and finisher of their f:rith ai~d at the 
end with the apostle Paul be able to say: 
"I 1i;rve fought the good fight, I have kept 
the ftritli. Ilmcefortlr their is for me laid 
np a croun of righteousness ~ v h c h  the 
rightcons judge shall give me in that day." 
That indeed \\,ill be glory (lay, yea- glory 
everlasting. 

I thank you. 

N. DYKSTRA 
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HELPS FOR BIBLE STUDY ON THE Bouk 0' 
by REV. J. KORTERING 

(Contitiired fro~tr last issuc) 

b. Josc,pl~ took tllc i~liliativc to 11:tve 
Jacob ant1 his family settle in the 
lar~tl of C;osllc~l. 
(1) I.Ie instn~cted l~ i s  brrtliren to 

i~sk for h i s  lancl. 
(a) It w o ~ ~ l d  best fulfill thcir 

ncrlls ~~laterii~lly irntl spirit- 
ually. 

(I>) Even tlloug1.1 Josc~pll \\!as 
rnlrr, his fiithcr arltl breth- 
rc.11 wrrc- gircJsls in Egypt. 
I~Ic .  reco@zc!d the author- 
ity of go~c~r~lrnenl cspe- 
ciillly it1 Phnri~oli ;IS ruler. 

(c) \\re need to Ile rt.minded 
of this in our day, \I-licn 
this ar~thority is bei~lg cast 
asitlr by bent-nik clemon- 
strators. 

(2) IIe i~~loril~c*cl l'li;~r~loll Illat his 
relatives arrived. 

2. The \lc*eti~ig 
a. The 5 brctllren made recluest for 

the land of Goshen. 
(1) It may well be that Joseph 

seleclcd this cor~lmittcc.. Per- 
haps the 5 choscn \\?ere best 
filled for thc task of meeting 
royal dignity. 

(2) Tliey e~~~phils ize I~cfor~. Phn- 
raoli that they are in Egypt 
teml~o~.arily, they sojottnr. A 
sojourner is one who htays for 
;I tirnc. and then 1)asses on. 

(3) Pllaraoh i~lstrucls Joseph to 
give them thc land of Goshen 
to dwell in. 

(4) Pharaoh even tells Ioseph to 
makc any of his brethren who 
have :~bility to hc. supervisors 
of the royal cattle. I'hwaoh 
saw the abiliw of Josel~h and 
was c:lgcr to makv Ilrc. of his 
brethren also. 
Question: \vould that have 

beell riqht of Joseph ilnd his 

GENESIS 
brethren to do seein% Egypt 
as ;i nation \\'as \vicketl. Re- 
mclnber Joseph \v;ts sokl into 
Egypt and it appears 11;ld to 
choice in his becorning ruler. 

b. Jacob I~efcre Ph;rraoh. 
(1) *I'he p;lrticipants: J;~col) and 

Phiiraoli. 
(a) Contrast, Pharaoh was 

leadcr of :t mighty hc;itl~en 
nation, Jacob wits I'i~lhcr 
of Israel, God's choscn 
1ierit;lge. 

(b) Similaritirs, both had corn- 
rrlon interest in Josc~ph, 
Phar;~oh as his trusted 
rder, Jacob as his clear 
son. Both \\.ere rno\rt,d by 
Josel,ll's spiritual chi~rac!- 
ter, Jacob loved Ilirn ; I I > O \ ~ ~  
his I)rethrc>n (spiritu;d rap- 
port), Pharaoh was in- 
fluenced 1,y the testinlony 
Josepl~ 1ni1de concrr~~ing 
his God, God used this to 
convert Pharaoh and bring 
him into Xvilling ser\.ice of 
Israel. 

(2) The discourse. 
(a) Pharaoh was moved by 

Jacob's age. Jacob must 
hal.:r appeared very old. 
Phar;~oh asked him his age. 

(b) Jacob responded in a 2- 
fold ans\vcr. Fetc, by corn- 
parison \vith Abraham \vho 
lived to be 175 years and 
Isaac 160 years, JRCO~I fell 
at 130 years of agc hc 
was ready to die. He lracl 
yet 17 more years to live. 
He appraised his years as 
being few.. Don't \vc al- 
\\rap do that? Etil, in- 
cluding many hardships, 
but especially so nlmy 
sins and \\fc~aLn;nrsses. JacoI~ 
had Inany experiences of 
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slipping into thc volley of 
h u n ~ n ~ ~  frailty. Il)n you 
tllink this is the only srull- 
nury we can make of our 
lives also? Is this 11esji- 
rnistic? 

(3) The blessing. 
(1) Tlvicc. &(\;en, at greeting 

and at farewell. 
(2)  To Idess means to declare 

one an object (11' finlor. 
(3) Since Inan can Ilc.\.cr bless, 

this must have been a 
prayer that Cot1 nrould 
f a v o r  P h a r a o h  and 
sbengthcn him in faith. 

(4) How do we do that today? 
Can we bless o ~ u  wicked 
neighbor? Considcr bIntt. 
544 .  

C. Joseph as Lord of the Land 
1. The adverse circumstances 

a. The 7 yeears of plenty were p;~st. 
Durir~g those. years 1/4t11 of the 
produce was placed in storage. 
Now the 'i years of famine have 
bepun and the shortage nras 
being felt. 

b. The drougllt :uitl farni~lc, covcrtdtl 
Egypt and Canaan "in all the 
land . . . of Eg\vt . . . of 
Canaan." vs. 13. 

c. So terrible \trils the blo\v that thc 
people were unable to provide 
for themselves, they began to 
flock to Eb2pt. 

2. Joseph acquires all the possessions of 
the Egypnans 
a. The principle that guided Joseph 

was that the people should play 
for that which they receive. 
There were no free hnl~rl-outs. 
(1) This was fiscally sound ancl 

morally correct. Th i~ t  which is 
free is cheap. that which is 
bought is valued and not 
wasted. 

(2) Questions: Is it thc business 
of government to distribute 
freely to the poor? Is our 
anti-poverty prograni Chris- 
tian? What is the ch:lrclr 
doing today to help the poor? 
Where are the poor and 
needy? See Slatt. 26:ll.  

b. The E g y p t i ; ~ ~ ~  government soon 
owncd rvcrytl~ing. 
( I )  'l'hr proplc's property: their 

rnoney. their cattle (title of 
o\mershiu turned over to the 
government), their llo~nes ancl 
property, .ultl tlltrs all material 
things. 

(I) 'The peoplc then~clves: they 
ollered then~~rlves as hervants. 
They were taken from thcir 
u n p r o tl 11 c t i v e far~ils and 
brought into the towns to 
\vork, perlli~ps building cities 
and the like. At the siunc time 
extreme cilre c o ~ ~ l d  LC* cser- 
cised to make sure no food 
was wasted. 

(3) The Pricsts itre csempted 
from this co~~fiscation. 
(a) l'hey wc.rc Ileathen priests 

of the gocls of the Eglp- 
tians. 

(b) E\ridcntly Pharaoh (lid not 
force his personill religion 
upon the masses and bus 
according to thcir t~adition 
esempted the priests from 
citil tluty. 

3. Joseph not i~ tyrant 
a. I l c  did not make the people 

slaves of the state. l le  \x-isely 
dealt with them in a manner best 
suited to thc circumslances. List 
some proofs of this by contrasting 
Joseph a modern dictator. 

b. \\'hen the famine was hished, 
he ordered the people to return 
to their l,mds, gave them seed to 
plant, ancl helped tl~em start 
anew. 

c. Iie taxed them only 1/4th on 
the harvest, the people would 
have to give the government 20% 
of their income. This was reason- 
able and \vould not burden them. 

d. Questions: Can the government 
rightfully claim all the material 
possessions of the citizens? Is 
over-taxation wrong? \ i h t  con- 
stitutes too much tax? Is Private 
Enterprise or Communism right 
or wrong as an econon~ic system? 
Is either one of them Christian? 

4. Through Joseph's rule, Israel dwelt 
in safety (vss. 11, 11, 17, 28) 

BEACON LIGHTS 



a. Jiicob'b family receivc.tl special 
favor. T11c.y did  lot h;~\tc to pay 
for their provision, neither was 
their m;~teri;il property confis- 
cated. They prospered. 

b. 13eautiful proof, ill1 thillgs \\fork 
togetl~cr for gootl for them that 
love (:od, Itom. 8:38. 
(1) All thiogs ser\.c Coil's people, 

nature, nllers, wickrd nations. 
(2) 'r'11c.y sc-rve the salccrtiotr of 

God's people. Here in the 
midst of poverty and famine, 
Cotl's people hat1 sufficient 
and even prosperc-d! They 
grcsw and n~ultiplicatl escced- 
ingly. 

(3) Ciotl's w.~ys ale. far :~bove our 
wi~ys. IIc ordained Joseph to 
be sold ;I slave, H c  bro~lght 
farnine. IIe ~uidecl the sons 
of lilcob to Isri~rl, He brought 
Jacob and his I':unily there, all 
to makc. the nntion Ile prom- 
isc,tl. 

(4) Give e\;unples to sl~ow how 
this is Lrcre tod:ly also. 

D. Jacob's Dead1 (Ctxn. 47:39-50:14) 
1. Provisions conct.mhg 11;s btuial 

a. Ileatli was immanent. 
(1) Jacob \vas old, nearly 147 

yeiirs. 
(I) His body bore evidence of 

age, his bones and nluscles 

were \ve:lk (leaned upon his 
(48:10), iu~~rl in general the 
description of old age given in 
Eccl. ]-':I-$ appliccl to Jacob. 
stilfi), his eyes were dim 

(3) Jacob kne\\- hc \\-as about to 
die. 
(a) Sot  that (;od gave l~ im 

some special revelation. 
the signs of death were 
rouncl about him. I t  w a s  
only a short time and he 
I~ecamc sick unto death. 
This often happens with 
the aged toddy. 

(b) Ilr desired to make thiugs 
ready for llis death: to 
give instrnctiou collcerning 
the b11riaI of his body, to 
I~ring the 2 sons of Joscph 
within the covenant fam- 
ily. to bless his otm sons. 

b. "B~lry me not iil Egypt . . . I 
will lie \vitll my fathers." 
(1) This was not superstition. it 

wasn't as if Jacob couldn't go 
Lo heaven unless his body 
restrd in Canaan. 

(3 He drsired his burial to bv a 
testimony to his sons: uot 
Egypt but Canaan was thrir 

(To be  continued, D.V.) 

I WEEP 
by ROSALM-N Ms\L+ 

For thosc tcllo 
Haw IIO eyes to see I iceeJ1 

Cotl's grcBrrt strlr.otiorr, full otrd free; For thosc, rcith 
Seeing ale. 

I rceep 
For tlrosc rolro 
Haccp no ears to lwnr 
l'hc ooicr of One W I I O I ) I  tlley hold deur. 
Yet 
\\'ee/>illg, I 
11 yself cr1n see 
Tlrc bearrty of eter-nity; 
For tmw, 
TJrorrdr tlrey 
Ca~itror s e ~ ~ s e  IIis nriglrt, 
They rcill somccloy reflect IIis light. 

- - 
W1ro God's salr?ath 
Yet deny; 

I zccep 
For tl~ose i~'l't11 
Heirring ear, 
Il'lio do rwt holrl the Lord 
In fcnr. 

.And yef, 
1 rcecp irl joy today, 
For Clirist to AlE 
Has sllotcri tlie \\'a!/! 

BEACON LIGHTS 



from, for, and about our churches 
GEORGIA HENDRICKS 

GENERAL 
T l ~ e  Eastern Ladies' League met on 

April 14 at Hope Church. The speakor was 
Rev. G. Van Haren \vho spoke on "THE 
SICSS O F  THE TISIE," based on the book 
of Rcavelation. 

T11c Ilope Chorill Society gavc the Easter 
Cantiita, LIFE ETERKAL, on April 10 in 
the Ilope Church. 

Slr. and Slrs. Boer atloptetl a b;tl,y girl, 
Sha\crie Lynnae, from t l ~ c  Belllany Cllris- 
tian IIome. 

\Ye \\,ere again gl;~tl to see s ~ ~ c h  ;I 

big cro\\*d at the lecture of Prof. Homer C. 
Hoeksema on thr subject "GENESIS AYII 
SCIESCE" tvhicl~ was given on Xlarch 31 
in our First Church. 

The Senior Slr. and hlrs. Society of our 
First Church \\-ere guest at the Slr. i ~ t t t l  ?ITS. 
Scciety of our Fludsonville Cllurch. Their 
lesson began \r.ilh I1 Tim. 2:l. 

Tllr students of tllct Hope Prot. Ref. 
Christinn Sel~ool gave tllcir progrilm L I I I ~ I : ~  

the t h e m e "GOD'S UNBIIEAKABLE 
CH.\IS" based on Romi~ns 8:19-30. 

Thr Hopc Young People's Society was thc 
guest of our Young People's Society it1 
Holliund. Bible tliscussio~l \\'as from Gcllesis 
47:1, and Hope gave the after recess pro- 
gram. 

Classis East met April 6 in our South- 
east Church, and Classis \\'est in tile South 
Holland Church. 

The Young People's Society of our First 
Church were guest at the Young People's 
Society of our Ilope Church. Their Bihlc. 
discn~uion was from Gen. .'7:18ff. 

The S ~ ~ u d a y  Scliool 'I'eachcrs' SPI i ~ ~ g  111- 
spirational Slass Sleeting \\-as held on \larcl~ 
25 in the Southeast Church. The topic for 
discussion was "OUR CHILDREN BE- 
LOSG TO -4 FAITIIFUL SA\'IOR" \vhich 
was introduced with an essay by hlrs. 
Dykstra. 

Or1 \larch 23 Prof. Herman Hmko g.~vc 
a lecture in our Oak Lawn Chllrch oln "OUli 
C%LLISG WITH RESPECT TO THE 
ECUSIENIC..V. .\lOVEhIENT OF OUR 
DAY." 

The Western Ladies' League \\as held on 

April 15 in our Iloon Cl~ilrcl~. Ilev. Kortering 
spoke of "FEI.LO\\'SHIP" and ~nusical 
nulnhers \\.ere given I)y Hltll i~nd Edgerton 
Sbcietier. 

Sorm \'ogel Icaft for four n~onth training 
in tlre Air hationd Gttard. I lc espects to 
l,r statio~lcd ix :?marillo, 1'es;ls. Ken Hoks- 
I~ergrn is itlso le;~\.ing for the army for hvo 
year\. 

The Hudson\~ille Chord Society gave a 
program tltc everling service on April 24. 

'I'hr Choral Society of our Rrdlaltls 
Churcl~ gave their Easter Cantnta on April 4. 

BIRTHS 
A so11 \\.;IS borr~ to hlr. and Slrs. Robert 

Dc 1'0111ng. (Iiudsonville) 
A son was born to hlr. and Airs. Etl 

?licdrma. (Hudsontillc) 
i\ son \\as born to Slr. ant1 Slrs. Delve?' 

Engelsnia. (Hopc) 
:\ son \\,a b o n ~  to \Ir. ant1 Mrs. Gerald 

Koop. (Hope) 
A daughter \cas born to hlr. and Mrs. 

\\'111. Buitcr. (Oak La\vn) 
A sort was boni to \lr. ,~rtd Sln. \la\ 

.\loore. (I,o\ eland) 
h daughter \\,as born to Xlr. atid \Irs. 

Gustiive Streylc. (Forbes, N.U.) 

OUR SICK 
llrs. D. Eooienga submitted to surgery 

for gallstones 011 SIarclr 7 ict the St. Mary's 
Hospital. 

Botll Jean Polstra and Theresa Ho\ing of 
our Oal; Idawn Church hat1 been confined 
to Little Co. of Slary Hospital undergoi~~g 
es;uminations wid several test. 

l l r .  R. Regnerus has been transferred to 
Reht Haven and is quite content. 

SIr. John Pfau underwent surgery. 
Slr. J. VanTop has suffered from a set- 

back; then after sufleriug a series of small 
blood clots on his brain he was placed on 
a critical list. 

SIr. \\rm. Van Belk~lnl is well and can 
again worslup with us. 

hlr. Barelds is still confined to his home. 
11s. G. Spruyt has been co&ed to hi; 

home and has not bee11 feeling well. 

sixteen BEACON LIGHTS 



Xlr. J. \'andcr \\'a11 is ag:~in l~nc!: or? l l iz  

feet. 
llrs. Gertie Vim Putten renlains the silnie, 

suffering from her arthritis. 
hlr. Veltman still rcmains ~inco~lsciol~s. 
Xlr. J. Van Ulfelen submitted to surjirn 

at the Ketllonds Ilospital. 
Xlrs. J. \'antler \\'a1 sustained a fttll ir, 

her l~onir it frr\v wrrks ago, and is m:;king 
a rr~mark;ible recovery. 

MEMBERSHIP 
hlr. and hlrs. Cor~~elius K n m ~ s  i~nd  tllcir 

six children were received in full comrntln- 
ion to our Ilope Church. 

lliss Sillrdrn Poortc!~~gii, I3ob l'oortc~ng:l, 
and I>avid Poortcnga of our South Holland 
Church made pr~blic cnnfcssio~i of faith on 
hlarch 25. 

Chilrles Bult, Shirley Uylsrtla, Cynthin 
Din~m~an, D u n e  Gunnink, Georgia Hen- 
clriks, Donald Jonker, Huth Noordyke, Dillc 
Reitsma, Linda Schiplwr, and SIIS;III Swart 
all of our First Church made public con- 
fession of their faith on hlnrch 20. 

CALLS 
Rev. David ESngelsma of our Lovela~ld 

Church h:is declined his call estc-ndetl to 
h n  from our cl~urch in Randolph. 

Rev. J. I-Ieys declincd the call cx2ended 
to him fro111 Hutlsouville. 

Rev. J. Heys of our Soutl~ Hollnnd 
Church 1i;ts received a call from our Ec1gc.r- 
ton Chtuch. 

DEATHS 
l l r .  Bert Dykstra p;~ssed :~\vay on Xl;~rcll 

30, 1966. 

WEDDING BELLS 
\\'edding bells rang for lliss \large 

llar~tcl (Doon) ;111tl Xlr. Jluncs Hoogc.~~cloor~~. 
They \t7erc. married in the First I\cfornlc-d 
Church of Rock \'alley on April 15, 1966. 

OUR SERVICE MEN 
P\'T. Andrelv A. 13rmnlcl US55100'38. 

HQ. HQ. CO. USMEDTC, Ft. Sani IIouston, 
T e u s  78234. 

P\'T. Roger A. Kamphuis, U.S.558.29461, 
BTRYA. 4th BN., 28th Arty., Fortsill, OklL1- 
homa 53503. 

PVT. Calvin Kitlsbeck ER1680-1068, Nu~s-  
ing Senice lledical Company, Xlartin A I I I I ~  
Hospital, Fort Benning, Georb.ia 31905. 

PV'I'. Howard D. Donstroo, RA 17 719 
361, IiQ: A 126th. Xlaint. BS., 4th Armd. 
Div., A P O New Tork 09751. 

P\'T. -4llen Brummel, U S 55810072, 2nd 
EXL STU BTRY, U S h -4 ,\I S C, C E E 
R C 13, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, 73504. 
P\"I'. Ronald A. Brands, US-55839579, E 

2 4 S'I'B, Port Leonard \l'oocl, 110. 63175. 

BEACON LIGHTS SINGSPIRATION 

9:00 P. M. at Hudsonville P. R. Church 

An excellent opportunity to praise the Lord in 
song while enjoying Christian fellowship. 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND 

BEACON LIGHTS Sec;enteer~ 
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Book Review 
Adventures  of a Deserter 

hy JAS O~ERUUIS. 1'~tblished I)y \ i ' i l l ia~~~ 
B. Ecrdmans Company, Grantl Rapids, 
.\lichigan. 1966. 153 pages. Price 83.50. 

The Rev. J. Overduin is a minister in the 
Rcfornted Church of thc Netherliutds. I.le is 
a well-knonrn radio speaker ancl lecturer. 
He has written n number of other 1)ooks 
including: I I c t  Onat~~ctasthore ( T l ~ c  L'II- 
fmjchabb), Tact cn Cont~~ct  ( T'uct rrr~tl 
Contact), \'en$-ter op h d  Lecet~ (\Vi~~dorc. 
Upon Life). 

This book, translatecl Froni tht. Dutch Ily 
Harry Van Ilyke, is well \vrittcn in tllc 
style ancl idiom of our ntoder~~ age. 7'hc 
author is as familiar \\pith the Book of Jonal~ 
as he is with the ntodem worltl. In fzc:t. 
he iinplir5 that the csperiences of Joltah 
apply most directly to us in the nlocl~rr~ 
\vorld. .4nyonc \vho shirks his d ~ ~ t y  is, to 
Overduin, a Jonah - a deserter. 

Overtluin reveals that he not only knows 
Jonah, l)ut he also shows keen insight into 
the heart of a11 fallen human niitr~res. hluch 

of this insight hr gained \\'ltile his home- 
I;lnd, the Nctl~erlnnds, was occupied by thc. 
Nazi (;erm;u~ armies iu \\'orltl \\'ar 11. 
For csnrnplc*, he \\.rites: 

I'rior to the Sccontl \\'orld \Var ;i 

considerable nunher of pastors in Hol- 
land prc-ached with trecnr~~tlous eouragc 
and defiance Hitler and National 
Soci,tlism. One of t h r r ~ ~  anno~~nced in 
advance to his congregation that he 
\vould I,e the first to swing from n 
telephone pole once the* German hordes 
crossed the border. . . . But \\,hen Ilitler 
came, the propl~esyinl): ceased ant1 the! 
telepho~le pale rem;lir~ed simply .I 
tel~.phonr pole. Then llis theme be- 
came: adjust, co~~fonn,  acco~nmodate, 
in order to "understand the nextr times" 
ancl to "bo\v under Cod's 1,rovidential 
ordcr" - pious \vordb which had to 
cover I I ~  thc ugliness of n base cow- 
ztrtlice. (pagv 13) 

T l ~ e  book is rrplctc with sirniliar examples. 
Because the book follo\vs closcly the 

Script~rral narrative ant1 because it is simply 
written, this book is highly re~omm~ndetl  
for young people. But rest1 with discretion 
5i11ce books written by men, evcn Clrristia~~ 
rllen nre tainted with sin. 

D.1-I. 

NEW DIFFERENT 
1966 P.R.Y.P. 

has been planned for you 
August 19 - August 22 

DISCUSSION GROUPS on Sunday afternoon 

TOPICS: ECUCATION 
FAITH IN OUR WALK 

Singspiration on Sunday Night August 21 
Bring your Bible, be prepared to take notes 

SPIRITUALLY UPLIFTING 

E ightccpi~ BEACON LIGHTS 


