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OUR GOD-GIVEN ENVIRONMENT 
In tht. I ~ e g i n ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  tlre earth was \vithout 

fonn r~ntl voirl; i~ncl tlurkncss was upon the 
face of the tic-ep. 'l'hen the Spirit of God 
moved ~lpon the f;ice of the waters, and 
thcre \v;is life. 17rom the broocling, inky 
1n:lss of nothingness came life, and it \\.as 
good. Then God s;tid, "Let Us make man," 
and the life l~atl ;I king. 

T l ~ c  duty of r i  king is stewardship, and 
even though Adrum fell, the duty of man's 
stewardship has not changed. Slan is duty 
bound by t11e very fact of his creation to 
rule the carth in \\pisdola and justice. )Ian 
must subdue the c.i~rth. 

Hut \\,ere ~ I I C  ~llii l~di~te of Cod given just 
to man alone, our c1111y \\to~lld be, like man's, 
di~nmrcl I,y thc vital prcscnce of sin. But 
we arcs not Iniuj, we are Cl3RlSTIAN nun, 
and our duty should be much more clearly 
seen and rn11r.11 Inore viti~lly i~nportant. I t  
is as t l ~ o ~ ~ g l i  ;\I1 ~ni~nkind \\ere myopic, but 
Christii~tl m:un \vc.~c given qlasscs. In our 
intimate co~~tac l  \vill~ God, rife ;Ire duty 
11ou11tl to xcLc llis \vill niorc clc,lrly tl1.111 the 
worltl. h'l~)rc! t11i111 rni111, Cl~ristii~n man 
must olwy 111o 1ni111e1;1tc! to s ~ ~ l ~ e l ~ ~ c  tllr e~uth ,  
and must excrcisc- Iris ste\v;lrdship. 

The, cartl~ was crentcd hl a verdant 
sl~lerltlor wliiclr 1iri111 can~lot i~nagine today. 
Thc grcnt I)c;u~tios of the n.orlcl toclay are 
but tliln rc*flectio~~s of the wonder and 
grandeur \vith whiclr tlic earth praised the 
Lord in the dawn of tirne. The vril of sin 
has I,ern clroppetl over thr iliiti~rnl world 
with the siurle poivc-r as it has I)rcn dropped 
ovcr t l ~ e  11e;~rt of Inan. Yet God is speaking 
through this n;~turr~l \vorld too. The man 
who cannot see Gotl in the velvet of a 
flower's pelal or hear IIis voice in the 
Ixenth of the \r.incl is t n ~ l y  a dead man. 
Cmd is spe;tking throl~gh thc voice of the 
universe, and it is orlr duty as much today 
:IS in Eclcn to exercise. stc\vnrclship over 
the vClliclc of Illis voice. 

The c.nrth ;~ror~ntl us is speedily heconling 
n vis io~~ of llc~ll r i~t l~cr  than a picture of God. 
Our strciuns :111(1 rivers iirc open sewers, our 
11th-cs arc. dying, plilnt r~nd :~nhnal life is 
rapitlly Ilcing t1cslroy~-cl. Xlnny species of 
I~irtls arc cslirlcl, or on tlrc verge of extinc- 
tion. '1'0 n1:1k1. ollr lift. I>c:tt.ol. ;uld easier, 

\ve have carelessly 11sec1 pesticides, foolisllly 
allowed our waste products to glr~t r-ivcrs 
aud stream. Because wc are lazy, our roiid- 
sides are full of paper, cans, ;~ntl other 
debris. Il'e csrect l~uildings ;tnd c;~rclcssly 
dump barrels and otl~cr trash in thc ncarcst 
convenie~rt spot. \Ire fill up marshes - thi~t 
are refuges for some of the most I~ei~utiful 
creatures on earth - as excuses for I:untlfill 
projects. (\Vhich is a delicate \Yay of saying 
that we are too cheap to buy s~~lokcless 
incinerators for our garbage.) 

The creation ovcr tvbich God Iras placed 
us sten-ards is an extremely delicate mcchrcn- 
ism-more delicate than even nloclcrn 
science-oriented nlan rcsalizes today. Any 
c~reless tampering with the c.cologica1 
balance of r ~ a h ~ r e  can and oftcn tlocs Ilrlve 
serious consequences. IVisdonr  nils st be 
esercised ever1 in the control of tlisc;~se- 
bearing organisrns, lest the clcstr~~clion 
caused by the eliminrition of the orgiu~isln 
l ~ e  greater than the tliseasc itself. 

The day is soon coming \\.lien the so1111t1 
of a bird's song \\rill 11c n forgottrn Incwory 
to our children. Tllc sight of a llock of 
ducks majestically circling over a clear lake 
on a crisp fall morning is fast I~ecot~~ing n 
rare sight. How often do we 1le;tr the slap 
of a beaver's tail on a quirt pontl. tlic call 
OF the Canada goose heading Ironlcwnrd? 
Many of our cllildren know thc sight of otlr 
once most-common animals only by vie\vinp 
them in the slu~ns people call zoos. There 
i: nothing more pathetic than the sight 6f 
a great bald eagle (one of God's crcntures, 
remember) sitting (not perched, for there 
is seldom anytlling to perch on) in a tiny 
c<qe in a reeking zoo. Even if all t l ~ r  I,;~ltl 
eagles in the ~vorld today were to 1)c. 1,11t 
tozether and if all \\-oultl brectl \vithout 
daxigers of death alnorlg their offspring, they 
could not kcrp themselves fro111 cstir~ction. 
Sex-er again will thc sl~:~do\v of this Inrig- 
&cent bird darken the sun. 

Man was created to tlsc thr e;~rth for the 
zlory of God. He was sent to s111,duc the. 
earth, not destroy it. Truly, it is tllc jutlg- 
nrent of Got1 upon the wicket1 varlh thi~t lhc 
earth is becoming ;I filnclioning d ~ ~ ~ l r p .  yct 
this does not free us front our t l~~t ic~s of 
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stc\vardship. Shnply to say that God will 
presenre His Church even in a polluted 
world is the sinners' way out of a difficult 
task. \f.e are not doing the \In!cer of 311 

that is beautiful ancl great any honor 11). 
\itting back in jud-went alone. Tlrc \vorld 
is even recognizing the dangers they Irilve 
nlatle arounct themselw~es. Conservatio~~ ant1 
anti-pollution groups are constantly crying 
out their war~liurs of destniction. Tlii., is the 
\\,a>- wicked nyan \vorks, but \vll;lt of the 
Christian? 

The first step a Christian ougllt to toke 
d t e r  he bas come to an a\vareness c ~ f  the 
proi~lrms he is creating, is to stop poll~~iing. 
Don't tluo\v tras11 out your car windu\w,s. 
don't h n p  ww-,-astes into creeks ancl riven. 
Use wid1 wisdom the chemical and ulechan- 
ical drvices the Lord has given man. Rr- 
me~nl>cr, you are stewards for the CI111rch 
of tomorro\v, too. 

But this stewardship estends even farilirr. 
The environment in w-hicli we live i~ an 
in~rrtensely complex unit. To judicio~~sly tlic* 

all the Lorcl hils given us while still main- 

taining our rightfi~l position as ste\vards 
drn~ands knowledge of the world in which 
wwze live. Saying that it is too comples 
or too sinful and not fit for st~idy is no cs- 
cuse for iguorance. Even if tlrc tvorld 
should end today, we \voi~ld I)e judged on 
our stewardship. 

Finally. our voices ihould not re~naiii 
s i l c~~t  when man contimres to destroy the 
rrc,ation. As stewards, it is om duty to 
use all in our power to prescrvc the creation 
God h;ts given 11s. This we sl~ould do, 110t 
to "hlake tlle w\.orld a better place to live 
in," b i ~ t  to honor and glorify the Creator. 

\Ve hive been ~ l a r w l  on this enrth for one 
purpose: To glori6 IIi~rl IVho nlade us. To 
sit silrntly as the eartll He has given us 
hecomes ,I pictl~re of death rather than a 
reflection of the beauty that is to come is 
sin. 

\lay h e  sight of a flock of l)ircls \~inging 
i r l  silent sple~rdor into tlle s1111srt alwva)~s bc 
near us to reminci us of tllc presence of the 
Creator. C.R. 

CRITIQUE ' 
PRAYER FOR PEACE? 

J E A N N E  GRITTERS 

Prayer is one of t l~e  most wonderful gilts 
that we as Christians have. As wc pmy, 
\re withclmw\- oursclvcs completely fro111 tlrc 
\vorld around us, and stand face to face 
11c.fore the Almighty God. To Hiln v.'e 
pour out our every thought, our troubles allcl 
our anxieties, our thanks~~vings of prnise. 
In prayer wve stand closer to God than at 
any other time. "Take time to be holy; 
speak oft \vith thy Lord. Spencl much tilne 
in secret, and think on His Word." Chn- 
Confessions tcll 11s that prayer is tllr c11ii.f 
part of tltankfuluess, and \vIlen it procccil~ 

fro111 a true faith, it is one of the best of 
our good wvorks. 

But as in all parts of our lift- we are 
so imperfect, so also our prayers are often 
foolish and imperfect. I an1 thi~lkiug of onr 
aspect ol our prayers which is especially 
misused todal-. This is the prayer for pcace. 
li cominon one goes something like this: 
"Lorcl, we pray that the war in Vietnam 
may stop, so that our solcliers  nay be 
bpnrcd; grant 11s a lasting peace between a l l  
nations." This may souncl like a perfectly 
~latural and well-meaning request to you. 
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But we n111s1 rc~1111-11111cr thiil ill1 war5 are tells Him of the nephrw \\.ho ih far il\j,ay, 
in Ciotl's Co~~~rc i l ,  itntl srrvc. IIis purpose- exposed to death ~iiany tinles ;I tl;~y, or of 
which is tl~c! c,tt~r~i:ll peilce of IIis choscn 
people. Gocl 1111iltls Flis kingdoul by war as 
\vrll ;IS ~ x ~ ~ c c . ,  rtntl we 1n11st ncvcr go  against 
His divine pl;~n. \\'tb I I I I I S ~  I ~ I ~ I ~ C ~  w1rs and 
"ru~nors of w;~rs" its sig~rs of tlie end, and 
a Iastinc pc.eccQ will ncver IIC fully realized 
until thc s:~ints itre i t l l  g;~theretl together in 
heaven. 

By natr~rc we all dislike wars, and ako by 
nature \vr ;is sinful Cl~ristians only will 
and tlesirr tliitt which is evil. Even with 
God's grace, \rrc oftm choose ver). foolish 
things. \Vc t lo~i t  stop to think that this is 
the \vi~y Cod wants it to be. 

*. I nlc priiycr docas not center around 
"tl~ings," cspc~ciillly those things that we 
camnlly clesirc. This is sho\vn by the Lord's 
Prayer. Its n ~ i ~ i n  s~~bjt:ct is God, not us, and 
in it \ve nre tilt~ght to pray for His king- 
dom, Ilis \\rill, rind His glory. Even when 
arc  pray for our pcrsonal neecls, such as 
daily brci~cl i~nd forgiveness, we conclude 
our prayer wit11 "l'or t11i11e is the kingdom, 
:~ncl tlie powcr. i~ntl thc glory . . ." 

Ilriring thc,sc. tro~il~lc!cl times, therefore, 
especially cluri~~g l l ~ c  witr tlit~t is going on, 
thc Christian fi~~tls Irinlsclf often confiding 
to Cocl in l)niycr ;\l)out his problems. He 

the son \vho nec~ds a guiding I~antl i l l  l l ~ c  
niitlst of tle;ttll and tcn~ptation far ;t\vi~y 
from home. He tells God a11 his thnl~~lrts, 
his fears, and his desires. This is tllc way 
it should he, for didn't Gocl conin~iu~tl 11s to 
cast all our cares upon Him, and to Ict our 
rccluests be Anown unto God? flowevrr, 
when we pray in  faith \ve are not tchlling 
God \\-hat to do. \Ye may never tcll IIim 
to do \\,hat \ve think \\.ottld he tllo niost 
desirable for us. In prayer we learn to 
seek God's \\.ill only. \Ye unburtlen our 
he,* with one purpose- that Cod 111;iy 
teach us that His \ray is always the I)rst 
way. If we have a heavy heart a l m ~ ~ t  tllc 
war, :u~d pray to God that \re really wish it 
\rould stop, \vc n i ~ ~ s t  not forset to say, 
'But Lord, if )-ou want the war to continue, 
then let it keep going; but givr me ;I 

peaceful heart, h~o\\~irrg that Thou doest 
all things well." 

Ii we are looking for peilcc. tlierc.fore, 
nre must learn firs1 God's will, ant1 s111)rnit 
ourselves to it in evt,ry way. IIe wlio pnrys 
"Not my \\-ill, but thine l)c tlor~c" hits 1101 
only leru-ntd ho\\? to pr;ry, 1111t \\?ill nlso vs- 
perience true pcancc \\.it11 Got1 daily i l l  his 
life. 

CONTRIBUTION 

Missions: Young People in Missions 
RON VAN OVERLOOP 

The topic of young people in nlissions is 
one \vl~icl~ is continiially bror~glit up in 
the discussions of the young people. This 
is ~nksions in \\~liich they are active p'artic- 
ipants. 111 connection with n cliscussion of 
this natttre the Sun~nlcr \i'orkshop in llis- 
sions project of the Christian Refonned 
Chr~rcli is nl\vi~ys I~rought up. The Sn'I l l  
projcct is undrsr tlie supervision of Classes 
and is iivailnl1lr for clu:~lificd members of 
the Cl~ristian 13cforn1ed Churcll \rho are at 
Icast 17 ycars old. These SIVIhIers spend 
right \reeks in communities \vhere a ~rlission 
I)oard or cl1:1l>ol is instituted. Their duties 
dt~ririg tlhis sliry consist of cnnvnssing a city 
\\,it11 p:unphlels. following u p  on the more 
intt~rrstctl, nntl rrssisting in Suntlny School 
anrl Ditily \'ac;llio~~ Uil)lc School. 

A n  interest for a similar project in the 
Protestant Reformed Churclie~ has heen cx- 
pressed by many of our young pcople. 
Those who exTress this desire and interest 
are on the \\-hole quite sincere. They have 
a t n ~ e  desire to nrork for onr churches and 
tell others exactly \vliat our chr~rches I>(-- 
Iieve. They also seen) to think th.~t in this 
\xa>- tbep would ako strengthen thcir own 
personal faith. 

I should like to de<~l with just a phase of 
this varied topic, that is, yorlng people- in- 
volved in our nlissions in Jan~:iicit. 1 shi~ll 
attempt in this article to propose a project 
whicl~ could be used in Jamaica. Both llic 
values and dements of such a projrcl will 
be presented. 

The first part of this topic wl~icli \vc 
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shall discuss is the young people who 
\vould be involved in a project of sucl~ a 
nature. Who are they? What arc they? 
First, it can be said that they are intcrestetl 
youth. These young people have espressctl 
a desire to enter such a program. 'Thf.ir 
desire is an unselfish one, not just a wish 
to see the xvorld. T k s  is not a weak drsirc, 
but rather a strong one because hest* young 
people are w i b g  to sacrifice practicillly 
their whole summer vacation to go ancl 
participate in such a program. I, personally. 
have hearcl many esyress this desire for tlle 
great experience they \vould gain. 

Secondly, these young people are a qrroli- 
Fed youth, both practically and spiritually. 
Practically, at 17 or 18 years of age thry are 
at  the prime of their life. Physically fit, 
strong, full of vim ancl vigor, with plenty of 
get up and go. Also, at this agcL these youtll 
are free as a bird, for when they are a little 
older their mind is on marriage ancl they 
n,ould then have to work during the summer 
months for need of money. Spiritually thcty 
are also qualified, for they h o w  the prin- 
ciples of our beliefs and not only ltr~ow 
them but also believe, maintain, and uplioltl 
them as the truth. There are Inany who arc 
better rlualified spiritually but they us~tnlly 
cannot go for practical reasons. The young 
people are yet qualified but just tlo not 11:ive 
the es-perience. 

Thirdlv. it can ako I)c said that undcr , . 
such a project the young people \vould 11~1ve 
to he carefully screened. They wo11lc1 hnvc 
to meet many requirements, both practical 
.and spiritual. First, it \T-ould have to be 
deternlined \\rhctller the desire is sincere or 
not. _.Us0 I think it would be advisal~lc if 
they \vould participate in a week or two of 
preparatory classes. In these clasbcs they 
\\*auld learn things \\~hich tlrcy rvill need 011 

the inission field: things which woulcl otlier- 
wise come only from actual experience on 
the nlission Geld. 

The second part of our topic wl~icll wc 
shall discuss concerns t l ~ e  ~nissionaricq on 
the Jemaicm field. lfTho are thrse I I I ~ I I  

spiritually? First, the missionaries are ~nin- 
istrrb of God's 11-0x1. They are proclaiming 
the tmth of the Scriphlres, and feecling tilr 
milk of the \Vord to the spirih~al infants on 
the field. Secondly, there are also cl11:rlified 
eldcrs who assist the ministers. Then, who 
are these nlis\ionaric\ physically and prnc- 

tically speaking? They are the Revs. H d o .  
Heys and Lubbers and the elders hIeulen- 
I~erg, Zwak, and Feenstra. Thcse ambas- 
satlors who have already gone to Jamaica 
to labor, though still healthy and full of 
enth~~siasni, are certainly not in the prime 
of their life. Some of these gentlemen have 
already retired and the others are rapidly 
approaching the retirement age. The hancli- 
caps which 1 implied are definitely not 
spiritual oncs but rather physical. They are 
in need of manual and physical assistance. 
Rev. Lulhers has related that lie had to rest 
Iivc times to climb a hill to reach a church 
\vliilc he was in Jamaica as missionary. 

Ncst \Ire shall discuss the positions of the 
missionaries and of the young people in 
rrlntion to each other. The ministers 'uld 
elders mould be in complete authority and 
control. They tvould be teacher, guide, and 
trniner of the young people. The young 
people will hold the position of complete 
submission. They woulcl be student, pupil, 
:~nd follower. They woulcl hold the same 
position as Timothy did when he was undcr 
the leadcrsliip of Paul. 

Closely reliitecl to the position is the use 
of those involved in such a program. The 
young people n7ould assist manually, car- 
qdng loads and luggage up and down hills, 
etc. illso, as Tinlothy, they woi~ld assist 
by teaching Sunday School ancl many other 
odd jobs wvluch the missionitries need done, 
but \vliich take up much valunl~lr time. 

Drawing this article to a close, let us 
mctntion a fe\v of the pros and cons con- 
cerning a project as briefly o~ttlined in this 
ar~icle. First, let us consider the arguments 
\vhicll could arise against this proposed 
project. An argument against the young 
people \vor~ld probably be that Illere is no 
ciesirc for such a rnissi011 endeavor 'anlong 
our young people, and if there is a desire it 
is not a proper one. - s o ,  the youllg people 
are not qualified spirih~ally. They are just 
young kids yet. .-\nother argument muld 
possil,ly be that the young people \vould 
take too much authority and act too much 
on tl~eir own. Still another argument which 
coi~ltl he brought up would be that the 
young people would n~ake  ministers of them- 
sclvrs and try to "save" otl~crs. 'l'ct another 
arg~uilcnt is that the cost of such a program 
would be much too high. 

Now then, let us look at a few of the 
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~ncrits of a project wliiclr wotrlcl put a few 
of ollr yo1111g ~ C O P I G  \villi our ~llissionaries 
on thc Jcu~la ic ;~~~ 11iission field. In  the fist  
plc~cc, I ~ C I I I  vis11e11i.ze I I O  problem a t  all in oh- 
taining gootl, qt1i1lific.d young people. Those 
who have t*xnri~ssetl such a desire are also 
those young pcoplc who are the best qnali- 
fied. They :Ire very sincere. In t l ~ e  second 
place 1 cminot foreset- anv l>robleni conccrn- . - 
ing the use nntl position of the young people. 
Those who would be privileged to go, after 
meeting ill1 the requirements, both spiritual 
;ind practical, and participating in a prepara- 
tion program, woultl definitely not be the 
type of person \\rho \vould disobey a min- 
istcr and clclcr. Nor would they be the type 
\\rho WOIIICI take authority upon lhlself or 
~nake hi~nsclf out to be a minister. Rather, 
it can be said that those who would go to 
Jcin~i~ica w o ~ ~ l d  receive 111ttc11 iilstruction in 
cloctrine and walk. Also, I I>elievc that they 
wot~lcl rcceivc: ~nucli of val~ic. because of 
participating in this projecl. First, they 
woulcl receive ~ n u c l ~  instruction ul cloctrine 
and walk. Too, they would learn m~tch 
h~unlility, hot11 spiritual and pmctical. Spirit- 
11;11 hunlility woulcl he gained from just 
wi~tcliing tho ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i h t c r s  :111d elclers work and 
scbcing their Irc.~nr~ntlons \i~isclom. Practical 
huniility ~vould :dso I)c g ; ~ i ~ ~ c t l  by seeing the 

very low living conditions of the J;um;ticnns 
and co~nparhg it with that of us i l l  the 
United States and tllcreby sceing Itow 
blessed we really are. Thirdly, this would 
be an es~erienct: which they wo~~lcl ]lot 
forget for the rest of their lives. They, ;~lso. 
~vould ser\*e to unify our churches lilorc 
cbsely with those in Jamaica. In concl~~sion 
it can be said t l~a t  this prognim would give 
much spirihral eilification and Christicun fcl- 
lo\~ship to all who would have the privilege 
to participate in such. Finally, I agrce that 
the cs-pense would be high; howcver, I c~lso 
believe that all the experience gaincrl \\.or~ld 
oreatly out-weigh the costs. Too, I believe 
tlut our young people could raise niost of 
the money needed. The fact that they c:ln 
raise money has been seen by their efforts 
ir obtaining the funds necdcd for the 1969 
cmnvention in Redlands. 

1 can say that after very carefully weigh- 
ing both the pros and the cons I elm greatly 
in favor of a program of this na t~~rc .  The 
reasons I favor it were specifi~~lly t l ~ c  es- 
perience gained and the phy.\icnl nssislnncr 
given to the missione~ries. I lnopc that you 
also, after carefully weighing I>otll sides, will 
agree with mc and favor sencling yorlng 
people with our ~nissionaries to Ja~naic;~. 

The Federation Board would 
like to welcome two new mem- 
bers to the public relations staff 
of Beacon Lights. It is our prayer 
that Judy Ondersma and Ken 
Kuiper may be blessed in their 
new duties. It is also our prayer 
that God will bless Karen Reits- 
ma, who i s  retiring from the 
public relations staff, as she en- 
ters into married life. Also Karen, 
thank you for the wonderful 
work you have done in God's 
service. 

Our gratitude also goes to 
Randy Meyer for his labors in de- 
signing the new cover for the 
Beacon Lights as appears on this 
issue. Thanks, Randy, for a tre- 
mendous job! 
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by REV. 

E R R O R  

ROBERT C. HARBACH 

PLIABLE 
PLIAIILE: Tlie luxring of this is et~orrgh to rc~vislr one's heart. Glud I am to irear 

of these things. Come on! LcI cts nrenrl ortr pace! 
- THE PILCRIXI'S PROGIIESS 

E ~ r a r ~ s v ~ ~ :  The.se ilrroe no root in then~selces, and so endure hut for u tinre: 
afterwrd, when affliction or ~~nsecut ion arisetl~ for tire \\-ord's sake, 
imnlediatelr~ tiley urc offended. - 1 1 . u  4:17 

Our friend, Christian, had other interest- 
ing acquaintances besides Obstirl:~tt., nrnong 
them Tempor;~ry, Talkative i ~ ~ r d  Pliiltllr. 
We meet the Ii~tter now. .As to ;~ppc!araricc, 
in one respect, there w;ts no tliffc~rmre 
between him and Obstinate: both wore the 
same style of mustache. But in another 
respect, Pliable was slender, refined, pensi\w 
and son~ewhiit \\.itl~dra\m, wl~ile Obstinate 
stood to\i,ering over you in yollr path like 
n \vet haystiick. Pliable was n gentloman 
compared to Obstinate. His sense of good 
manners led him to side with Christian. 
"Don't revile!" are hi first recorded words. 
\Ve immediately take to Pliilble for this. 
So abusive ;tntl reviling is Ol~stinntc that 
Pliable is  shamed to be canght in his 
presence. The contrast behveen the two 
seenls almost enough to makc Pliable a 
Christian. Me is a man of corntnon sense, 
common decency and com~non civility. 
\\%ere too Inany are vile-~no~rthccl and 
violent, and l~econiing increasingly so with 
respect to the old faith of the Rc*f'ormers, n 
man of comnlon compassion and sylnpi~thy 
\\rould easily l ~ e  taken as one having an in- 
terest in tnre religion. "Don't revile" n~ould 
1)e put do\\m, even by the \vorlcl, as an 
evidence of conlrnon grace. He wits a civil 

ni:ln, and civil men, though they may never 
hnvr part or lot in the nest world, are this 
worltl's saints. The \vorltl points to the so 
callccl activists, agrarian reformers, the em- 
pire l~uiltlcrs, iind says, "Tliese Are the 
S;rints!" Pliable hacl the \vorld's canoni7.- 
tion. But the country in which Christian 
d\\~clt was ruled by Prince Emmanuel. IIe 
1i;tcl iss~red proclalnations to the effect that 
tr~ic religion \\'as a mattcr of the heart, not 
mcrcly of distinctions behveen virtue and 
vice, good order in society 'uld anarchy, or 
civility and injustice. \\%at Christian soon 
learned about his new companion \\.as that 
hr \\,;IS as pliable to evil as to good - either 
infl~lc*ncc, whichever happened, could iln- 
press I~irn. 

But Pliable withdrew from people of 
brutish behavior and bad manners. "Don't 
revilc" separated him fro111 then1 and allied 
him with Christian. As for settine out to - 
seck that inheritance ];lid up UI heaven, he 
\\Ins ;ill for it. "Sly heart incli11c:5 to go. 
I l,c<gin to corne to ;I I~oirtt." I-Ie had reached 
;I pi~rting of the ways. "I intend to go 
along wit11 this goocl man. Come, tl~en, 
good neighbor, let us be going." No\\ then. 
11;1sn't this Inan made ;IS good o beginning 
;IS tllut nian who fom~erly h:td been known 
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as Graceless? Bc careful in expressing an 
opinion in this regard. So far we have taken 
little more than a glance at thc ;lppc;1r:tnce 
of the man Pli;~I)le. But "judge not accord- 
ing to thc apI)rnrancc" (John 7%).  T l ~ c  
marl himself. urlinter~tionnlly, irlclicates the 
depth to which wc must penrtratc when lie 
says, "n~y  heart inclines to go." We nlust 
search for roots ill the depths of tlie heart. 
There were none in Pli:~l~lc. The Lord of 
the land who knew hi111 Iwst said, "He hath 
not root in hilnself." This is getting, in one 
thrust, to rock bottom. For we arc. intercstccl 
in Pliable, not as to appearanclc, I~n t  "in 
himself." Having no root in lli~nself his 
religion was no more than a sllrfacc affnir. 
It was as shallow as veneer. Clrristian is 
familiar with XIr. I-Ieidrlherg (not the pre- 
historic sub-hu~nan creature) n7ho says that 
true religion is rooted in a personal knowl- 
edge of onc's own lieart-plague and in the 
practical k~lowleclge of deli\rerancc from that 
misery. Pliable had no such self-knowletl~c. 

"TeU me now Fiwtl~er," was Pliable's 
eager recluest, "~vhat the 111hlgs itre and 
11cnv to he enjoyed whither we are goi~lg." 
IIc could cnquire of the good things of thr 
Christian life, but not of the way of salva- 
tion, nor of the clSiculties to he encot~ntrred 
along the way, nor of the danger of falling 
short of it. Because of this, be co111d not 
really t~ndcrstand the doctril~es of tlte Chris- 
tian faith. The t n ~ t h  c ~ n n o t  be i~nderstoocl 
by m y  rrlcrc outward connection. When the 
truLh reidly gcts to a man, God speaks in 
his heart, an honest and good heart. 

Children Iovc illustrated Bible story 
books, ancl will spend hours finniliarizing 
tl~emselvcs with all the Bible chnri~cters by 
means of pictures. Our S~ultlay schools 
son~eti~lles make an effective IISC of Hannel- 
graph picturrs in teaclling Bil)le history. 
Some people bave no lllore root in the truth 
than S I I ~ ~ I  :m interest in picturcs of I~enven 
as when children look and say, "Well saitl; 
and what else? This is very pleasant; and 
what else?" You cannot show 1hr111 or tell 
them fast enough ;ihout the New Jemsalem, 
its pearly gates, jasper walls and golden 
streets. "There we shall see the elders with 
their golden crowns; there we shall see the 
Iloly virgins with their golden harps; there 
wc shall see Inen that by  the world were 
cut in pieces, burnt in flames, eaten of 
beasts; clrow~letl in the seas. for the love 

they bear to the Lord of tlie placa, all \vcll, 
311d clothed with immortality as \\'it11 a 
garment." Pli:~ble responds, "The hearing of 
this is cnough to ravish one's heart." But 
if, instead, Cl~ristinn had shon-n Pliat~lc the 
hil~iical portriiits of the n:+tural man, or of 
the deceitful heart, or of the flesh present 
in the child of God, he ~voulcl have !nacle 
no sense out of any of them. Plabli. ex- 
perienced nothing of a desperately wicked 
heart, and would have taken it as ultra- 
pious rhetorical extreme for anyone to speak 
of pcssessing the vilest heart in the world 
that a sinner could have. Christian had the 
worst opinion of himself. Pliable had war- 
ries (he  fell into tlie slough, too), hut no 
such burden as Christian's. 

Pliable \\,as a stony-grouncl hearer. St~ch 
hearers are like a flat rock covered \vith 
a thin layer of dust upon \vhich n wed 
falling, springs up, b ~ ~ t  won \vithcrs i~w.iy 
scorched, because ( a )  it had no dcrpncss 
cf earth, ( I ) )  it lacked moisture, ( c )  it 11.1~1 
no root. Plinl~le at once receives the LVord 
of Goci \trit1i joy (although not with the joy 
of Ilatt. 13:41). He for a xvlule believes. 
hut because he has no root in himself, w h c ~ ~  
trials or persecution come because of thc 
IVord, he becomes offended and apostatizes. 
.\lost men today are Obstinate, not Plial)le, 
hut the Pliables, if they have 'my religion 
at all, are shallo\v, superficial, rootless. \Vlrnt 
they 11;lve that passes for religion is rootecl, 
if at all, or~tsiclg of themselves. "These 1lavc 
no root in themselves" ( SIark 4:16f ) .  Their 
roots are in the cornpan>- of Christians, per- 
haps, or in the emotional pleas and ''invila- 
tions" of a preacher, or in the influence of 
t l ~ e  crowds and masses visibly "accepting 
Christ," or in the sensationalisni of mass 
evangelism, or in the sentimental lies sung 
by male ancl fe~nale vocalists. Or perhaps 
a Pliable \\rill insist that his roots are in 
the best preaching, in Calvinistic preaching, 
and in the Bible. But still he lies 110 root 
in himself. I-Ie may I>e rooted in these things. 
hut they are not rootetl in him. 

Cluistian knew Pliable "from way back." 
He h e \ v  all hi3 roots \\-ere esternal. P1ial)le 
\\,as rootetl in his church, not in his church 
as a part of the body of Christ, nor even 
in his church as flying under a Calvinistic 
flaq, hut as ;I religious institution \vliich 
happens to provide the circle in which his 
social set moves. Pliablc believes in his 
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church. He worships his church. Because 
fa~nily, relatives and friends are there, his 
church is dear to his Ilcart. It is known, 
ho\\,ever, that son~ething later happened tl~ot 
cattsetl I'liahlc to hecome disappoir~ted with 
his cl~r~rch, which he left to take up with 
another churc11 that pleased him better for 
a time. But then he became tlisillusioned 
with that c1111rcl1, and so took the stand that 
to avoid the Slough of Desponcl (which 
Christian dreatlcd not nearly as niuch as the 
doom of his city) he would have no church 
at all. But don't say, then, that Pliable 
has no roots. I-Ie has many. He has family 
roots. I-le is deeply involved in fr~n~ily 
tmditio~~s. IIe loves house ancl home. He 
loves his earthly home as 111uch as Christian 
loves his heavenly homc. If his home were 
spoiletl or lost, his religion would be spoiled 
or lost. For Pliable gave a desperate lunge 
or two and got out of the slough on that 
sitlo nearest to his own house, while Chris- 
tian struggled to that side of the slough 
farthcst fro111 his own house and to\vard the 
narrow gate. In another city, City of Nations 
(Rev. 16:lO). thcre \\.as another man of the 
s:irnc n;~~iie. IIc was rooted in his business. 

As 1o11g as 1111siness was thriving ant1 pros- 
prl.oIIS, his religion was cnth~~siastic anti 
strong. 

'1-here is no telling wl~nt sort of person 
Pliable would have been if he had met 
Obstinate alone, without the impressive 
presence of Christian. Since hc met the 
godly man, lie, too, woi~ltl 11c godly, ancl 
"for a while believe." But whcn back with 
his old companions (were tlwy not, since 
we are thinking Bunyan-style, I>iabolonians?) 
he could be just as indifferent and hostile 
to the cause of God arid t n ~ t h  as they. 
What about those students from godly 
fanlilies studying at P.-U. U., perhaps pre- 
paring for the ministry, wit11 no personal 
relibion nor mot in themselves? Even if they 
show as much proniise ns Pliable [lid with 
his polite caution, "Don't revile," will not 
an atheistical book, or an ;~n;ircl~istical class, 
or a socialist professor, or merely a sophis- 
ticated sneer wither the roots of whatever 
trace of religion remains in tlie~n? As the 
local. converted tax collector rc~cordccl, hav- 
ing no root in himself, he entlures for a 
while, but by and by he is on'cntled (Xfatt. 
1391) .  Then Christian sccs 1li111 110 niore. 

FEATURE 

PRYP IN M I S S I O N S  
BEN WIGGER 

IIave yoti ever thought about our 
churches' mission program, and what part 
we as young people have in it? 1 think thst 
it \voultl IE safe for me to say that Prot- 
estant Reformed yonng people have never 
becn too active in our churches' mission 
program. In fact if you wanted to write a 
history of our efforts, there wouldn't be 
n~uch to put do\\n. 

As Christians, \ve automatically have an 
interest in missions, not only in our o\vn 
church, hnt in other churches as \\,ell. Hut 
as Christians in the Protestant Reformed 
church-, we have been condemned for not 
ad\.ocating ;I ~iiission program. This was not 
true in the past nor is it t n ~ e  today. Al- 
thougl~ this does not nlean that our mission 
program is above criticism. 

It is true thitt \ve as a church never have 
I~een ahlc to do i~nich in the field of mjs- 
sions. I t  is also true that we could and 
wot~ld do m ~ ~ c l i  niore than we are now 

doing if we had the f;icilities. 13ut it can 
also be said that we slioultl be doing much 
inore than we arr now doing with our 
present facilities. No church con ever be 
satisfied that she has done enough in the 
area of nlissions. and our church is no es- 
ception to this. 

So \rye have a problem. \\'c arc members 
of a church which has a limitctl amount of 
funds with \vhich to carry out a ~nission 
program. This chnrch is nt the present 
time without the aid of a missionary and 
the general feeling a~nong the members, 
both young and old, seerns to l ~ e  one of a 
lack of interrst. \\'it11 tl~cse I'i~ctors seem- 
ingly against us and our own weakness of 
the flesh, it is not surprising tl~tlt \vc have 
not done anything. 

The time has come to do so11ic4l1ing about 
changing this lack of activity in orlr mission 
progrim. Thr opportunity in t l ~ e  mission 
field has never becn grrntcr. \Vc have the 
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tr11t11 of Cod's \\fort1 r~nd we sl~oulcl be 
doing Inore to p r o ~ n o t ~  thitt trl.~Lh. This is 
;i piirt of our crilling whicl~ \vc shoulcl not 
overlook. This is \vllitt Cl~rist tdls us in 
Jollrl 9 verse 4: "1 11111st wvork the works of 
hi111 tllilt sent IIIC, wllilc it is day err the 
night co~nctll wl1e11 no Inan can work." 

But \vllcre docs one begin, rspccially a 
young person \vho h;~s not hatl much es- 
periencc? The :tnswer vrry sirnply is that 
each of us inust hegin the cliangc with our 
own individi~al clrorts. I do not mean that 
wc must each go arotund \vith the idea that 
\tee :ire out to s:lve souls. This is simply 
not sorncthing thi~t a nlan can do. It is the 
Lord that \vorks in the heart of the sinner 
and it is th ro~~gh thc power of the Spirit 
that men arc I)ror~ght to salvation. But this 
docs not give us an escuse, we are still 
respon~ibc to Ict our light shine. 

A very good pli~ce to h c ~ i n  to let your 
light shine ~\~or~lcl I)c in your o\vn church. 
For an es,~rnplv Ilo\v mriny times hasn't this 
1i:iDp~nc(I in yo~il. cl~urch: Sonrt?time during 
thr scrvice, on Su~~tl.ly. yo11 11c)ticc some- 
orlc ncw in yotlr clli~rcll. As far ,is you know 
this person Illis ncvvr been in your cllurch 
before, pcrh;~ps this is his first conlacl with 
tlie I'rotcsta~~l Hcfo~~nrd CI111rcllc.s. But 
iifter tllC scrvicc I I O  onc, i n c l ~ ~ t l i ~ ~ g  yo~~rself, 
n~;tkes ;lny cflbrt to ~ni~h-e the s t ra~~ger  feel 
wclcorlle. This h;ts got to Live that person 
a very I l i ~ t I  in~l)rc>ssio~~ of us ils Christiar~s. 
If c:lch of us wor~lcl m:tke an effort to say at 
least, "Goocl n ~ o r ~ ~ i ~ ~ g , "  to ii stranger in our 
churchcs it wo~~l t l  111;tkc quite an hnpression. 

,illother area in which our churcl~es have 
not clonc cnougl~ work is its extension 
program. This is something that we as 
young pcwple c o ~ ~ l d  look iuto. Perhaps 
your young pcople's society coulcl look into 
tlle possibility of starting a Bible School in 
the summer. This program \vould need the 
approval of the consistory, b ~ i t  it is an idea 

\\hiell has rnerit ancl one I feel sl~oultl I)e 
tried. 

There is ~ I I C  Inore area in whic11 we c~s 
young people shoulcl become marc uctive, 
and this is an increased contz~ct with the 
young people of Jamaica. tit the present 
time we have no contact with thesc: he- 
lievers and since we are the church of thc 
future it is in~portant that we devrlop n 
spirit of 11uity with these young people. 
?his could be a very worthwhile esperience 
for all involved. \Ve could act as ;I Chris- 
tian \r.itness to these young prwple, ;lntl by 
xvritiug letters to them and thcir writing 
to us, we wodd build each other up in 
the faith. If you are interested cnough you 
could talk the possibility of writing to a 
p u n g  person in Jamaica over with yorlr 
~llinister or an elder. 

Sow all these itleas 111i1y sol~nd good to 
you, at least I would hope that tl~ey would. 
13ut these are only a very few of the possil>le 
things that we .as yor~ng pcople can :ulil 
should do. But there is no sense in co~ning 
up with ;I long list if we have no intention 
of going any f u r t l ~ ~ r  than that. AII itlcit 1rr;ly 
look good on paper Ix~t  if it tloesn't get 
any further than thi~t it really tloes11'1 (lo 
anyone any good. 

This is where we need the hclp of tnlr 
Lord. \Vithout I-Iim we can not ;~cco~liplisli 
a thing. We arc only means by whicl~ Ilc 
e m  carry or~ t  IIis purpose. \\'e can I)c surc 
that He will gathrr I-Iis church. 
I Peter 2:9: "But ye ;ire a chosen genera- 

tion, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a pcculiar people; that ye 
should shc\v forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of tli~rk~~css 
into llis marvelous light." 

Tonight when yon pray to God ask I-Ii~n 
for gnce so that yo11 and the rest of us 
young people can meet this challenge of 
missions with an increased dnirc  to be as 
active as the Lord would \vant us to be. 

On behalf of all the young 
people, we would like to thank 
the resigning Rev. Moore for his 
contributions as associate editor 
of Beacon Lights and wish him 
our Lord's blessing in his min- 
istry. 
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TUD 
REV. G. LUBBERS 

"LIVING AS POSSESSING NOTHING" 

". . . : \ I I ~  tlrc!l t l~c~ t  brry as tltotlgh tl~e!/ ~~ossess~c l  tlot; utrrl t l ~ r y  tl~rrt r t s ~  this trorld, 

(IS 11clt tr l~rrui~r~ it; for 1111. f(1s11ior1 of this icorld ~)rrssc~th orccry." I C ~ I I I N . I . I  I I A N S  7:3Ob-31 

r .  I l~crca .trl. t\vo kinds of sinners in rcenrtl 
to this \vorltl's goods: rnone)-, posiessio~~s. 
It is t i l t .  111i5e.r on the onr harlcl 3 r d  il is 
the, >pc.trtl-tIlrift on  the. other hanrl. They 
I ~ o t l ~  .in in r~.latiott to Gild. The)- have a 
\vro!lg pr.~ctic.~l life-.~nd-\\-orld view. I t  is 
to f0rgt.t t11.1t tllv f.trhion of thii world it, 
p.~s.in:: .I \ \ . I>.  .tntl, therefore. a setting of 
our .lfft.c.tioli\ upon t l ~ c  things below and not 

i, tlot for I I ( I I I X ~ I ~  t11.1t thc P ~ ~ ~ l l n i s t  says 
"\\1it,11 ricllc.5 ilrcre.15e \c.t not your affections 
111)011 t11t.111" ( l's.11111 63: 10 ). .\nd h~w:', 
pr.~!c-r I I I . I ~  \\.ell be- \vrittc.n on the posts of 
O I I ~  ~ l ~ i o r .  "I~L.I~IOVC f .~ r  fro111 I I I ~  v;lnit)- and 
lir,; ~ i \  c .  111c nt.ither poverty Ilor richrs; freci 
nlc, \\.it11 fcicltl ccili\c~nient for me: lt.\t I br 
f111l c ~ ~ ~ c l  c l c , ~ ~ > ,  t l ~ c - t .  xncl say, is thp 
lA0IZI)? or Ic.rt 1 111. poor and steal. ;md take: 
tltc n;ulIc. of 111). C;otl in vain" (I'rov. 30:8, 
9). 

Right no\v if you ;ire of ;I fittnily \\.it11 
limited 111c;11ns this tloes not I)otllc<r you so 
much: but tvhen \src I I ; IV~ .  p;lrc.nts with ;I 

litli~a mon. than average. cbvcsn in our :rf- 
fluent mcitsh. it is a C ~ ~ I T ~ I I ~  (111estion. \\'e 
spcrt t11:it nice sports-car, wc have our 
htxser ar~cl ollr ponies. \vt. cotnpcte in the 
1lorsc.-sho\v and in the fain. In  ;I ivord: \ve 
set our Ilc,trt on all these t h i ~ ~ g s .  .And we 
I:LI~ ,I.; thouylr posse>>ing, and forgrt that 
the f ah ion  of this \vorlcl passcs n\v;ly. ..\I1 
t11e.c. tliin.-s ;Ire nlrrely thc "srhrmc" of the 
cmth!?-. It is the. e;rrtltly, tr.lrtsitor\. fonl~.  
I t  h,~. no ab~d lng  and rtc-rn.11 v.rltte in it>elf. 
I t  I),-long. to the pride of life.  \\ l1c.r~ \ \e  tlo 
.I I ~ i t  of boastlnc' 

Yes, yo11 likc to 11;tvr tll;~t 11c\v c.rr so 
that )ou can go ;tntl court tl~;tt girl, or per- 
haps simply have a datc or t \ \ , ~ ;  ;I nice 
car may- not add to the \vo~.th of !,our per- 
son. I)llt it is :I s t ;~t~~s-sytnl~ol .  At~tl so one, 
fillally. "finds" ;I \vifc.. All11 t l ~ r n  he gets 
nr;~rrircl. And no\\- I'a~tl writci to the 
Cori~itliians that this "\vifc." too 1)elollgs to 
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the fashion of this world. In thc Jays of 
Noah incn I)origllt and sold, 1iia1~iec1 ant1 
were given in n~nrriagc (41att. 24:38, 39). 
Says Jesus, "For as in the clays that u.erc 
before the fioocl they were rating ar~cl drink- 
ing, r n a r ~ i n g  and giving in ~narriage, until 
the clay tliat Noc~h entcrcd into the ark. ancl 
kncn not until tllc flood calne, ancl took 
tllern all away. . . ." 

Living as posscssing nothing! 

For the sole possessor of all things is Cod. 
He is tbc Creator of all things. and he 
preserves all things as by His ~Illmiiiglity 
po\I1er. Such is thc Lorcl's prerogative. Such 
is I-lis ordi~~arrce ancl I lc  never abdicnted 
His throne. This mcaris that tlie steward- 
ship is ours only by Gocl's becluest. He 
grants such stewarclsliip to whom He wills, 
and I-Ie has 11ut to rclnove llis hand ant1 
all is taken :~\v;ly fro111 unjust ;~nd  unfaith- 
ful \tcw;~rds. S11rIi is t l ~ r  te:lrhin): of J ~ ~ F I I S  

~ I I  Luke 16 in the parablr of tlie unjust 

It is tlie conflict in the worl;l today bc- 
tween C:lpitelis~~~ :mtl C O I ~ I I I I I I I ~ ~ S I ~ I  of \v110 
sh;lll possess tllc. world. lligl~t no\v Com- 
munis~n is seriously ch:~llerigi~~g Capitalism 
as a way of life. The revolutionaries (Com- 
munism) in all their "fronts" will bc "pos- 
sessors" of the world withol~t. "l>uyingW it; 
the Capitalist \\rills to "buy it" a i d  then as 
possessing it. And many young people are 
swept alo~ig with the age of the world, 
ui th  this nilulism! hlean~vl~ile the child of 
Cod maks another road. Nis is the rolc? of 
ste\vardship ~u~cler God. He buys as not pos- 
sessinr! it. but rather labors nrith his hantls 
thnt he may have to give to the poor. In 
a word: he loves his neighbor as himself. 

It ought to be clear t h a ~  our young pc:o~lc 
do not have a calling to work in tl~is schrn~e 
of ' 8~~yuig"  or "not-buying" to possess this 
\rrorld's goods. 011rs is another calling. It is 
to use \vhaLevt:r wc have in the service of 
the Lord. To buy as not ~osscssing. To 
cor~stantly keep in mind tliat ours is the 
callir~g of stewardship; tliat we \\rill hi~ve 
to give acco~~nt  to the Lorcl of our stcn.ard- 
ship. B I I ~  our stewardship is, t l~nt we 
clo all in our powcr to rrlieve tlie need of 
tllose of the houseliold of faith. Steward- 
ship is serious business, and it requires sobcr 
reflection. Sucl~ sober reflectior~ i~nplics 

tllat the brethren i11 Jali~aica be helped, 
prospective students be given aid in Jamaica, 
the ministers be given some aid in paying 
for their traveliulg to preach the Worcl to 
Cod's children; our o\vn schools be sup- 
ported and paid for! 

Good hlrdgcting of fi~nds too I,clongs to 
stcwardsliip. \\'e li1.e in a day of "credit- 
buying." This means: buy today, and ~ o s -  
sibly possess tornorro\v! Tlie credit I)nrriu~s 
teem \\pith pcoplc \vl~o l>orro\v nioney to go 
traveling. Peoplc \\*ark an entire year to pay 
for last year's vacation. And somctin~cs 
Young People overspend too in their 
plalminlg on the Conventio~~s, ancl pay to- 
morro\\,. That is not good stewardship. 
That is the sin of the speud-thrift! A good 
medicine in my youthful days to learning the 
value of a clollar \\,as to earn one! \\-lien 
dollars come with the toil of honest sweat 
one does not clole them out easily. He be- 
colnes a I)r~cigcting miin. He sits dow~i ancl 
estinlatrs the cost! 

Yet, this man must bexvare thnt he cloes 
not think that niiserliness is the same as 
stc\varclship. He \till give liberally. He will 
rcmcmber the poor and neecly, and will 
feel it an o1,ligation of a good steward to 
contrib~~te to the causes of church, school 
and state. 

Living as possessing nothing! 

This is only possible when \vr by God's 
grace ourselves are Cod's property. Only 
then can \\-e confess that all things \vliich 
we possess are God's property. Then we 
ask: Lord this money, \vhich t l i o ~ ~  liast 
intnlsted to my stexvardship, how woulclst 
thou have me budget it and place it upon 
the altar of sanctification? 

' 
This is the narrow \vay and tlie straigl~t 

gate which few h d .  Yes, seek ye first the 
kiiigdom of hcavcn and His righteousness 
and all these 01i1ingi sl~all be added unto 
you. 
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' 1 ' 1 1 ~  EC:STACY OF LIFE: Tile folloioing rocis originally pioert ns a s1)ecch tlrrrirrg n .virtgsl~irc~- 

tioti in r~~ertloricrl to Horlcrld Yonkers. Becc~nsc of tltc crnotions cclricli (111 of 11s felt upon 
thc~t occc~.violt, the .~)eech is printed just us  wns giacn. 

The Ecstacy of Life 
ROSALYNN REITSMA 

XOTE: 7'1ii.s rending teas written before Ron's sudden passirlg to glory tliis rceek. 1 cjt first 
tcisl~e(l to discard tlie spemli unrl ccritc anotlter, but trpon r~.flrctiort, I de~i(lec1 to rrse it 
as tcritt~m, for tCko ~ I ~ O I W  rnore abotrt tlie ecstaaj of life rigl~t norc tllrrn Rot1.9 

A Ix~by's 11ancl: \lore beautiful than the 
roses' bc~tl opening to the da\r.n. .-\ baby's, 
hand: l l ~ c  Cl~urch of God. 

..I chiltl is born, a covenant child, and 
t h r o ~ c ~ h  his 11;lnds moves the Church. 

.I ~ n y s t ~ r y  is this cllild, with his fla\\~lt?ss 
M y ,  with his matchless Ilcart, a nlystery. 
In Itis inintl Inay I)e the brilliance of ii 

IIoeksclna, the \\.isdom of a Calvirl, the in- 
sight of ;I Llrtl~er. In llis hands may be the 
artihtnf of a Rcrnbrnndt, the vision of ;I 

Grcco, tlte skill of a Rubenstein. 

In  Ilis hands nlay be the skills of a car- 
penter, the comprehension of ;I f;~mmer, the 
talent of a sales~nan. In his lnincl may be 
the, artistry of ;I gardener, the persevereuce 
of ;I jiulitor, the ability of a pluml~er. 

A ~nystery, this child. But olle thing he 
is: Ilc is t l ~ e  Church. 

I;or some crisis yet unthought, he nmay 
have hcen created. For unkno\vn terrors, for 
~lninlagined glories, he is the Chnrch. 

Be he brilliant leader, Ile he comrnon pil- 
lar, he is the Church of tonlorro\lZ. 

Yet, what is the force that moves hin~? 
\\'Itat sustr~ins hhn in life ant1 makes hirn 
scoff 21t dcoth? \\'hat is his ecstacy of life? 

Tllcre \vns a tune in the early 111ists of 
histo? t11;tt man \%,as a perfection. IIe knc\v 
no \ill. Tllen woman \vas tempted 1)y a 
svrpcnt. \\'o~n;cn, tempted, frll. \l;m, 
telnptctl. Il~l~nanity fell. 

For this, thr mothers of the Church (and  
of tllc \vorltl too) travail in their birthinys. 
For this - ;lntl let no Inan deceive you! - a 
solll is in sin at conception. For this the 
Son of God \vent through the ngonies or 

deepest Hell on the accursed tree of the 
cross. 

For thk, this Church of Gotl, this new 
life is sin. Each day of his life \sfill be 
blottcd with the stain of sin. There w n  
never be perfection in anythil~g he does. 
\T'berr is his ecstacy of life? 

This beai~tifrll I,ody, this Il;t\\~less creation, 
wvill become scarred. It \ \ r i l l  sicken. The 
smooth skin \\-ill become spotted and 
\\-rinkled. Thr lovely eyc,s \rlill dim, the 
tender hancls \\.ill err and trc1111,lc. And he 
will die. IIis body will ~no~lltlel- ;u>d cor- 
rupt in the grave until it is c111st. \\'here is 
liis rcsti~cy of life? 

13ut, wait, the Cllr~rcll \vils I,nm in this 
child - a soul was creatctl! t i  soctl was cre- 
atecl, :u>d as the chilcl l~ttcrctl Itis first cry 
IIC was s l~ac lo~~~cd ,  not by sin ;~lol~c., I>ut by 
the cross! For every sin col~~~llitted there 
w;ls already atonement; for tllc sin of his 
]wing -his soul-sin therc. \vas atoncn~ent. 

Through his hands moves the Church. IIc 
is the Church, and he is rnarching to glory! 

Though his body wvill weaken and 
crumble, though he is very really mortal, 
still he is eternal. At this conecation the 
temporal \\.:IS toncl~ed by the heavenly, the 
temporary by the eternal, ant1 never can he 
walk except toward glory. IIe is the 
Cl~urch of God the diadem of Christ. IIc is 
tnarching to heitven. 

F'or this is the ecstacy of lifv: 'l'hat in 
death Inoris tlli111 l)irtlt, tl~itt in fi~ith Inore 
than hope, h a t  in reality Inorcr tl~an dream, 
he is eternal. And, yes, that it. is not mere 
etcrnib only, b l ~ t  glory. 

This is the ecsti~cy of life: 'l'l1;tt thoc~gh 
we \valk in tlnrkncbs \ve 11.1vc ligllt: though 
we are imperfect yet \\ri. 11;tvc pcrfectiorl; 
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though \vcA are t e~n~ora l ,  yet we havr eter- ecstncy of life. Yo11 arc the Church of Gocl, 
nity. and sinful you .m. But you are ~narching 

h chilcl is boin, a colrenant child, allcl 111 - nl.lrchiw to glor).. In death more than in 

his hands he holds the Church. ltfe. this is )-our ec5tac'y of life. 

His is the erstncy of life -yours 1s the 

from, for, and about our churches 
by JUDY HENSON 

Miscellaneous Membership 

0 1 1  July 11 the Young People's Federation Door) Clll~rcl~ rcccivrd as ~ncrnbers iu full 
Bo;ad Outing \\;as 1ic.lcl at North Shorc Park. c o ~ ~ l m ~ ~ n i o n  llrs. Kenneth Post and llrs. 
Supper was sc.rvec1 at  6:30 and gnrncs fol- J r m  1-anLIenTop. 
lo\vcd. 

On June 19 n Singspiration was held UI 

Hope Churcl~ spon.;orerl 11y thr Federation 
Board. 

lIrs. Jacob AIan~el, the oldes~ mrmhcr of 
tl-~c Doon congregation, celel~rated her IS.=~tll 
birthday on June 9. 

Huclsonville hell1 its , ~ n ~ l ~ ~ a l  ch~irch picnic 
on \\'ednesday, June 23, in 1111pcs Park. 

Doon P,~rk tllc scene of tlie School 
Picnic of Do011 School on Junc 4. A I~all 
g , ~ n ~ r  \v.~s held foll~~\\~ccl 11,. a I)otl~~ck I r~~lc l~ .  

Ilr. and .\lrs. G. Vanden Berg have tr'ms- 
ferred from Hope to Holland. 

Servicemen 

The address of Jerry \'anDcn7rop from 
Iloon is: 

Spec. 4 J c q  VanDenTop 
S G .)66199.41 
Co. B, 2nd Bn. 
S 0 1st Inf., l0 l s t  .4irbomc Div. 
A.P.O. San Francisco, Cal. 96383 

:It present Jcmr is in a combat zone in 
Vietnam. 

Marriages Lnny Roole from Hope retunled home 
for a fen- weeks furlough before leaving 

Chet Haveman from Hudsonville and 
fo r  \'ietnani. Don Jonker also was home on Sharon Prince fro111 First on June 19. 
fi~rlougli beforr lcaving for duty at the 

On June 14: Trd Pipe and Jane I3n11nmel Panama. 
from Souklieast. 

Births 

Rev. :~nd  hlr5. Decker from Doon, a son, 
Timothy Rol~ert. 

hIr. and hlrs. Jack Lenting from Soutli 
Hollarltl, a daughter. 

Xlr. nncl hlrs. Robert Blankespoor of Doon, 
a daughter. 
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