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ONE M A N  
In the distance can be seen it hazily ver- to sCc thc curiosity!" as indeed they are. 

(laIlt belt follo\ving the path ol an invisible Tllcre is yet a third class of people: "Tile 
water course, but here there is nothing but poor in spirit," sonle physically poor and 
desert. The nlellow golds and indistinct beaten, some physically wealthy and sue- 
bro\vns of rock and eitrtli meld into a nluddy cessful; all searching for the SIrssi;~h. 
I,hr under the censcless heat of malev- The crowcl waits expectantly for die 
olerlt sun. 13arren outcropings of rock nzarene -for such 11c is - to speak. 1-Ic 
erupt carelrssly over the Inll(l, as though does not disaI>point them. "0, generation 
a chi111 Ilatl tossed his I~locks about. of viprrs, who hat11 u~amed >rou to flee from 
Only in the shadow of the rocks, alld in the the wrath to comc?>Iany in file crowd 
deepest part of thc ravines is tlrcre any hint look angrily one to\\~ard the otllt-r, \\,itl1 
of escape fro111 t l ~ e  h a t  of afternoon. faces sanguulely suffused in anger. "Bring 

so it is illat here a walks, intent on forth thrrefore fnlits worthy of repentanre." 

an invisible purpose. .I-(> say that the man X l a n ~  in the cro\vd leave in disgust, they 

is inclil,idual of vag,lr qunlities is an came not llcre for rebuke, not they, 4 1 0  

und(.rstatement. H~ is of average Ileiyht, '\'ere used to behlg praised for their good 

,,.ith a loll$, sand, ,lllcombec~, venniu- deeds- But as many as Icft, stayctl; their 

filled beard. ~i~ hody is totally hearb tnlly touclled by the ha~icl of thr 

to all appearances perpetually covered, Lord. And staying, they saw the S'lessiah. 

the grime of tile desert; it ,$,odd Seeing, tllry believetl, unto lifc everlasting. 

be m i c u l t  indeccl to say if lie had cvcr filth>- Nazarcne \\?as John the Baptist. 
bathed. The man is prccedcd and follo\ved He "a5 but one nian, coming out of the 
by the offerlsive oclor of un\vashed bocly and wilckmess 131th the two-edged sword of the 
rotting teeth, nlingled xvith the stench of lice- Lord. 1 - l ~  \\'as the herald of a new age: 
filled shlS which Ilc is ~legligently the age of the hlessiah. Alany listened, 
clothecl. Inany repented, r n i l ~ ~ > ~  \vere saved. Yet many 

collld not see past the lice crawling in llis 
Such is the miln, and so he \valks, mutter- beard, colllti llot undcrstancl tlrrougl, 

ing almost constnntly to lrimself, with the odor surrounding his body. hlan,, hearts 
periodic ejaculations (\vlretlier of surprise, not be tollclled by a creature so 
anger, or joy cannot be said, for his erpres- lolVly. 
sion is one of outward detacll~llent ). His 
pl~rpose is quite obviously the water course If John the Baptist came out of t l ~ r  

in the distance, for at periodic intervals he desert today, collld >at1 see the hand of 

raises his eyes, straining for sigltt of thc God througll the filth of His servant? 

distant verdure. That his joitrney is vital 1L7ould your heart he touched? Can you, 

to hi111 is also obvious, for he journeys right now, see the Child of Cod in those 
with only brief illtervals of and no of His "mallts less physically appealing- 

stopping for food or water through the chill be that by nature or I)>; life condition? 

of desert night. 
Remember John the Baptist when you are 
repulsed I>y a fellow Christian. Rcmember 

i\rriving finally i ~ t  the water's edge in the the Plrarisc.cas, \vhose well-bred noscs could 
early hours of the morning, he is gritdually not tolerate the snlell of a servant of God. 
surroundecl by a crowd of the curious. Some It is easy task for us to see a 
--the poor, thc forsaken, the clespisecl, the soul. our senses comlpt tile juc,g- 
lepers -look at him with a sense of cama- ,llent llcarts, cro,i,ding out 
raderir, mingled with awe, for he  has T~ ,,, ,,,itll ,,f a chTiStian, is to 
joined their ranks voluntarily. C)thcrs - the have a sellse of beyond factual rcillity. 
well-dressed, tllc "correct," tllr socially 
proIllinent - look at kl1 witll a sellse of Before you judge your fellow Christian, 

anused tolerance, laughing one to another stop, and look at  llis soul. God is there. 

deprecatingly, as if to say, "I'III only here C.R. 
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THE ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE FEDERATION BOARD 
The Federation Board began its nr\cr and hlrs. Ron \?an Overloop, also joilled in 

season with a few rearrangements and ad- the dbcussions and activities. 
tlitions: Randy Sleyer replaced Ron Van Our first AIl-Spofis Nigrlt was heid in 
Overloop as President; Ken Kuiper hecame Calvin Christia~c~ g~ml  on Decenlber 16. 
Vice-President for Randy lleyer; Linda About seventy young peoplc callle anti en- 

Ekema replaced Sue Swart Van Overloop joyed participating in g:+mes of basketball, 
as -kssistant Secretary; Jim \'an Ovc*rloop volleyball, phlg pong, a ~ l d  hotdog eating. 
became Treasurer in place of Tim Heernstrw; Unity ChristianTs g)m was tile scene of 
Dave Lanting became Assistant Treas~~rer the unforgettable D o ~ ~ b l ~ - h e a c l e ~  Hastetball 
for Ken Kuiper; and l l r .  Kort Urower be- Game 011 F e l ~ n ~ a ~ r  3. The many fans wllo 
came our Youth Co-ordinator. braved the cold, snowy night witnessed hvo 

Since the beginning of the season, ~h, :  exciting ganlrs as the men from I-lope, Hol- 
Board has appointed new Inernhers to tht- land, and Hudsonville defeated the team 
Beacon Lights St&: Hern \Yixger has from First, Southeast, and So~~th\vest, fol- 
become thc Managing Editor in place of lnwrd by the loss of the liclams Street 
Ben \Irigger; Tin1 Hccmstra has replilced Athletic Association to the men from Hope, 
Randy Sfeyer as Chairmiln of tllr Pnhlic Holland, and Hndsonvillr. (IVatch for a 
Relations Staff: and Donna Van Uffeleu II;IS rematch in the near future!) 
become a Contributing Editor to Critiq~~c: The All-Choir pros,ul  bponsored by tile 
in place of Shirley Gritters. Bcncon Lights Public Relntio~~s Staff was 

The 1969 Convention in Redlands was held in First Church on hlarch 8. The 
cert'ainly a dream come tn~e!  And every participating choirs were the Hope Hcritlds, 
nle~nber of every society had to work hard, the Nope Choral Society, the IIutlsonviUr 
to became involved, to make that drt:ar~l Choral Society, and the Covena~lt Christian 
become realit).. The Board is especially in- Choir. The program \!;as a wonderful es- 
terested in emphasizing this same enthn- perience for the audience as well as for 
siasm, and eagerness, and involvement with- those who sang, and reminded us again of 
in all our societies this year. the joy we receive I)y singing together the 

Slany changes in the Constitution of our I " ~ ~ ~ ~ " ~  Our God. 
young People's Societies were approved by Various individi~ul societies again spon- 
the Delegate Board at the Redlands Con- sorcd special combincd society meetings this 
vention. The Federation Board is now in yew. First Jr. Socicty sponsored thr Christ- 
be process of having a new booklel mas Xlass hieeting at First Church, and 
printed, containing the Constitt~tion Southeast Society spnsored the Easter Slass 
of our societies and the Constitution of hIeeting at First Church. These mass meet- 
the Scholarship Fund. ings give our young people the opportunity 

peoplrss R~~~~~~~ ha\.c bcLy,mc a to ~ n t ~ t  together and to hear speciiil speakers 

recent traditioll in our churcll, and ~ ~ 1 1  and special numbers from other societies. 

&&eat proved to be as successful as those At this writing, we are especially looking 
in the past. On October 10 one hundretl fonvarcl to three corning events. Our Spring 
yollng people invaded C m p  Roger with Retrcut is scheduled for April 10 :and 11 at 
eagerness and enthusiasm. Bcsicles enjoying Calllp Roger. T\rro discussion topics arc 
periods of recreation, singing, and planned and will agitin be introd~~ced by 
everyone in three interestillg different speakers. Sfr. \,fanrin Kanlps will 
discussion goups. Before each cliscussioIl introrluce the question, "1s the Beacon 
a cliffcrent speaker gave a brief inb,,dllc.ion Lights Serving Its Purpose?"; and Sir. Rod 
to be topic. ~ b ~ l  s ] ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  spoke on h,liers~na will speak on "Changing Liturgy 
the "~volvenlent of young people ill in Our Church." It looks to he another 
~ ~ t i ~ ~ - \ r i d ~  \fission niork;- hlr. ~d ~ ~ t t ~ ~ -  happy occasion of Christian fellowship for 
man introduced the topic of "Racial Inte- "11 011' J'OllIlfi people. 
gration in Our Church;" and Slr. \Vaync Our annual Spring Banquet is being 
Beckering spoke on "Drama." The chaper- planned for the night of May 1 nt the Slay- 
ones, SIr. and 51rs. Rod Slicrsrna and Mr. flower Congregational Church. The theme of 
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t l~c  I ) ; I I I ( ~ I I V ~  will I)c "Long Before Crention," "Strangers in u Strange Land." Tlris col~~ing 
;~rltl \lr. Ron \'i111 Overlool~ is scheduled to convention is a common goal of ill1 our so- 
I)e the. spc*:tker. cieties. Let's all keep \\torking togc*tl~cr with 

And, 611:1lly, wc arc all Icloking forward entliusiasm, eagerness, and involvcvnc!nt! 
to tile 1970 Co~~vct~~tion it1 tl~tdsotlville on The Federation Boartl 
August 19-2.1. Tlrc. host society is busy LINDA EKEMA, Av.si.st(itrt S~,crcI~iry 
n~aking pl;u~s ccl~tcrccl around its theme of 

FEATURES 

There Is Room for the Arts in the Church 
RANDY MEYER 

The arts. Just whnt are the arts and h o \ ~  and Tubalcain being sons of L;llllccll \\vcrc 
do they apply to our cvcry day living Ilabits? both very talented and skilfitl Inen. Jullal  
 he arts inclt~tltt ;I large nrlmber of skills \\.as one of the first mrn to tIevcIop more 
and efforts. Tlic. arts inclll(1~- painting, fully the art of music using the pril~litiv~. 
dra\vil~g or sculpture- thcsc arc h e  h e  harp and organ. IIc \\-as a m~~sici;un, ;lntI a 
;mts I,cca~tac they arc creative. Then there de\?eloper of one facrt of t11~ fin[. ;lrts. 
arc tlie ot11t.r arts s ~ t c l ~  as are found in aca- Tubalcain, on the other Ila~l~l.  w;ls ;I 

tlrmic learning. l'hesc! can be things such as technical malt, \vorking ulith iron : I , I ~ ~  I,r;rss. 
Iiternture, n ~ t ~ s i c  and ~iintl~ematic~. Play- The Bible says be was a11 instn~ctor in this 
writing ;inti acting itrr also classified many Field, which is also an arca of the i~rts. 
titnes witl~in t l ~ c  arts. Thro~lghout history, then, the arts h;rve 

I believe. as ;I Cliristian, tlri~t the cllurch been more and more cspi~ntled ;111tl (.I]- 

ccrt;tinIy has rooln for thc! arts. 7'11(. arts, larged. As various men contriI,ute their 
aftc%r all, arc. givcn to 11s 11y God, just as all talents and discoveries to the arts th,.y llikve 
thc t11ing.s of this cilrtll ;lrc. given to US. \VC come to be \\.hat they arc tod;~y. 'I'Ilis, of 
11;lvr ;In ol,Iigi~tion to ~ ~ s c *  the arts as they course, is no nccidcnt. God, in I-[is tIc.crec. 
arc. l,ri~si*t~tc.d to 11s hy God. Tllr arts are for man, both rel~rolx~te ant1 s;tv(:tl, )lns 
l,rcscntr~d to 11s in cl11itc a vi~ricty of ways, brought civilizntior~, including the ;Irts, to 
:Is we krlow. In our rvcryday walk in life this point. 
we are s :~ t t~r i~ t~ t I  Ily the arts. We :trc. looking The real question, as \\.e see it tI1c11, is 
at one facet of the arts when we look at a the relationship behveen the arts atlcl tllc 
I,uiIding, or ;l car or an airplane or even a churcl~. Can we as church accept the arts, 
piece of clothing. Everything man-made and follo\ving from that, indulge in them? 
about 11s took n great deal of thinking, We as Christians &st of all live in the 
figuring ;~nd  tlesigning to be prorluced. The world. \Ire have jobs and responsil~ilities, 
pichlrrs wc src in books anit m:igazines are and these jobs inevitably include part of the 
also part of the arts. If wc adtnire a great arts. From a practical point of view, tlicn, 
painting or a scr~lph~rc in a ~uuseum, we are we niust engage in generally working \r.ith 
;~tlt~~iring the result of God-given talents. the arts as a means of ntpport. 
Our radios and television sets ovedow with Since we have already estahlishecl that 
the abundance of tlie productions of the w e  can and should involve ortrsclvcs gen- 
:ids. Even wlirn \tfe see ii crayon-scr~wled erally in the arts, what can be snit1 al,o~~t 
paper of a first grader we are looking at the fine arts more specifically? As men- 
part of the arts. tioned, they arc things such as dri~\\.ing, 

But wc rn11st ren~eml)cr that oitrselves painting, \\ntinp, music, acting, a11c1 c;in 
do not create thc i~rts, nor are they evolved include sh~dies such as mathemi~tiw. I think 
by n1;ln's tlr.op tl~ought and efforts. God \r-e mnst rnncmber again one i~nporti~nt fact 
nivcs talt-II~, :~nd God also gives the result -that these things havc k e n  givcn to 11s 
ntlcl rcalizntion of that talct~t. by God. God has given 11s talents nrid skills 

If, for ;I moment, wc go hack in time to to be 11sed to the gootl of I-lis kingtloln. 
the pc~riotl I,r*forc. the flood, we cnn see tile Xlany of us have talents in one or Inorc of 
developnlcnl of thc arts by sinful tnan. Jubal the fine arts listed above, or in some ollier 
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fine art. Positively, I believe tlli~t we as stutly any certain subject, ;dl sitles arcs ancl 
C1iris:ians must use whatever ti~lr~lts we sho~~lt l  I,e studied in (1~11th. 'I'l~e fine arts 
have in everyday lifc to Gocl's glory. I f  we 
have a talent for music or writing, for e.x- 
;~niple, I think we should esplore these 
fields and contribute \\yhatevcr \vc can to 
these areas. \\re should be willing to es- 
plorc these fields through eclt~ci~tion, es- 
perience or \vhi~tc.ver means we h;~vc, :it ollr 
tl isposal. 

Sonletin~es it has been said that too close 
a pursuit of the fine arts brings a Christian 
into an unhealthy contact with tlie world. 
It is hue that mnny times in ortlcr to study 
in a certain ficld a person comcs to sec. all 
fitccts of his art, : I I I ~  this always includes 
tlie "hatl" sitlrs. How~ever, in order to fully 

are no casccption, because they are really 
just i ~ s  important as any other field. 

In s~~mmation, then, I think it can be slid 
thi~t tllerc certainly is room for the art\, both 
genc.ri11 snd fine arts, in the church. \Ve as 
Christiitns must also esercise our talents 
ant1 skills in the itre:ts of tlie arts as Gotl 
has givcm 11s the opportunities. Christ I~lim- 
self hi~s given us the comniand to use our 
tnlrnts to His Kingdonl's good. -4s nienibers 
of the Church of Christ, we also must I)c 
involvctl in the arts as ~nuch as our i11)il- 
itivs ;tllow us as we strive to ho~lor God's 
name. 

A Christian Attitude Toward Organ Transplantation 
and Willing Our Bodies for Scientific Research 

R. L. KREUZER, M.D. 

Although to the hest of my k~~owlctlgr 
the first human \\.hole organ triuispli~nt was 
performed over thirty years ago, it i.< only 
in the last decade, in particular in the Illst 
half decade, tl~iit trenlendous atlvu~~ccs lii~ve 
been made in this field of medical cndcilvoc 
\Ve have been reading about kidney trans- 
~ l a n t s  for so long that it has becotnr, in a 
sense, "old hat." \Vhen the first human heart 
transplant was performed a few yenra ago, 
ho\vever, this rather bold manctuver caused 
no little cornnlotion in the n~ctlic;~l cont- 
~nunity and in the general pul~lic irlike. I 
suppose this results from the well-cngrained 
notion that the heart k truly a ccnh-ill and 
vital organ \Vhcn the heart ceases totally 
to function, the whole body dies tvithin 
minutes unless circulation is i~rtificiallg 
maiutained. Althongh the initinl fcrvor for 
heart transplantation has abntetl so~uewh;~t 
for the time being, largely because of the re- 
jection prohlem, intense research contin~~es. 
In the coming years organ tra~wpliuntatior. 
will become more and more colnnion and 
will include more and more organs. There- 
fore the topic of the attitude of tho Christian 
toward organ transplantation antl, on t l ~ c  
~t~rf i tce seemingly unrelated I I I I ~  ~~cverthc- 
less involving the same basic to- 
ward the willing of o m  bodies for scientific 
research is a timely one. 

\\'hen \\T consider organ transpliluti~tior. 

we I I I I I S ~  (10 so both fron~ the viewpoint of a 
recipicnt and from that of a donor. \Vr must 
ask, "Could I, a Christian, accept an organ 
from another individual, living or dead?" \\'e 
~nust also ask, "hlay I will that, after I tlie, 
vilrio~~s organs be removctl fro111 u ~ y  body 
to he tri~nsplanted into another inclividi~;~l?" 
Rep;~rtling the willing of onr bodics for 
scic!ntific research ancl, I might add, for 
~ i~ed ic i~ l  education. for this is the use to 
wl~ich many cadavers arc put, wr must ask 
whether we as Christians are pern~ittrtl I x -  
fore Cod to do this. 1 I~elieve you cnn 
sensct that there is a hosic principle in- 
volvctl both in \\-illing that organs fro111 our 
hodics be made available for transpl;~nti~tion 
and in willing our bodies for scientific re- 
se:irch iund medical education. In both cases 
we nrca \villing that ollr bodies or, more 
specifically, o w  corpses be used i r ~  sncl~ ;I 
way that living individnals physically twnefit 
from them either directly or indirectly. 

In ill1 fairness I believe that physiciuns 
involved in organ transplantation \\-ill 11;ive 
to adniit that there is still a large element of 
rcsc.:~rcl~ a114 experinlentation involved in 
tl~eir \vork. Yes, the s~~rgical  techniques 
Iiavc. I,cen worked out quite prccisely. The 
techniques for each orgitn were well devel- 
opetl in \vorlr on animals before they were 
I>crfor~ned on humans. Thus the mechanics 
of trimsplantation present little problc~n. 
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T l ~ e  prol~lcn~ is one of rejection of trans- 
plitntetl orgiuns i~ntl tiss~~es. Tissues from 
onc ir~tlivitlui~l wlrcn incoqxwated surgically 
iuto the I)otly of :~l~otller are recognized by 
the i~nmunc ~ncch:~tiisms of the body of the 
recipient as I~eing "foreign." just as are in- 
vi~sions of t l ~ c  Iiotly by bacteria or viruses. 
The n:~tttr;~l rcsporlsc of the body to such 
invasion is to form antibodies against the 
foreign rnirterinl \\~hich then attack that nla- 
terial to tlcstroy it. There are currently 
t\r70 ~ncthods being utilized to prevent or 
iit least ~ninin~ize rejection. The first is to 
atternpt to 1niltc11 the tissues of donor and 
recipient as closely as possible. Techniques 
for "tissue typing" are being tlrvcloped, but 
thus far rcsc:~rcll in this area has been quite 
disappointing. T l ~ c  sccond  neth hod is to sup- 
press mctlically the immune ~nechanisms of 
the recipient's hotly. The problem here 
is that i~nmunosuppression is not selective. 
That is, in sr~ppressing the iniml~ne mecha- 
nisms to forcigr~ tissues the immune protec- 
tive rcspotrsr to invasion by dise;tse-causing 
microorfi3nis111s is nlscr inhibited. Thus it is 
that many orgiul transplant recipients die 
not fro111 rcjrction of th:~t organ I I I I ~  f ron~  
scvcrcb i~~fc*ction, primarily I~;~ctcl-ii~l ant1 
fr~ngirl. 'I'llc* rcjcc(ion phcl~ci l~lrno~~ point.\ 
np Ihr 111iicl11c gcncbtic corlhtihltion of the 
intlividual. 

In ;ms\vcr to lllc :~l)ovc! posecl questions, 
I ~ifoulcl dcitl first of a11 \vith willing that 
ottr botlirs I,c us1.d for metlicnl purposes 
after \vcS (lie. .4s is lnle of so many sih1;a- 
tions we face in our daily living. Scriphlre 
gives us no specific dictums in this matter. 
Let 11s consitler, lio\vcver, om physical 
earthly 1)otIic.s ;inti \\,hilt Got1 has told us 
about them in IIis \fiord. \I7e read in 
Genesis 2:7 t11;lt "Gocl formed man of the 
dust of thc firor~ntl." \\'e reacl further that 
Got1 "bre;~thctl into his nostrils the breath 
of life and Iniln I)ec;une a living sod" 
The human I)ody thcn bas its origin through 
the creative work of God in the "dust of the 
gro~~ntl." hlan clid not become ";1 living 
soul" until Cot1 l~reatl~ctl into his nostrils 
"the brcath of lifc." This tells me that the 
hotly is thcs tl\vclli~rg place of tuall, his 
"ci~rthly i11)otlc" as it has been citlled. The 
csscncc of miln is his soul. \\iithout the 
so111 tllcre is no lifc. \ V ~ I : L ~  Irappeus at 
dcnth is tll;lt "tllc clrlst rCtunleth to the 
r:trtl~ :IS it \vns, nnd the spirit returneth 

~tnto God who gave it" (Eccl. 12:7). It 
is colnlllon knowleclge, is it not, that after 
death our bodies tlccay and ulti~nately 
crumble into dust. 011. yes, we c1nhz11111 
the111 and phce the111 in caskets i l l  I,~~rial 
vaults, but the end result is the silmc. 1311t 
the Christian kno\vs thiit the grave is not 
the rlltinlate end of man. \ire ki~o\v tltitt  in 
the Day of our Lord \ve sh;~ll he I~ndily 
resurrected (Ezekiel 37; Job 19). In our 
flesh we shall see God. It is priniarily 
because of his kno\vlcdgc, 1 asslllnc., that 
\\-e carefully bury our dead. Not that we 
believe our bodies must necessarily be kept 
protected and prcsened until the Ilay of 
Judgment. All drad will be raised \vher- 
ever their renlains lie (Rev. 20), no matter 
ho\v far scattered con1ponent ports may be. 
We do nevertheless 1)elieve our I)otlies 
should be treated with respect. 

What can we conclude fron~ tllc i~l)ovc 
discussion? First of all, I \\.oulcl say that 
we must not feel that our 1)otlies ~nnst 
necessarily be buried intact ant1 1111 i l l  one 
place. Lf this were so, n Christi:un  night 
never consent to an autopsy on ;I love-tl o ~ ~ r ,  
since in this procedure cert;~in org;~~rs n ~ ~ t l  
tissues are re~noved for microscopic stt~dy 
and so~netirnes for preservation for ctlucn- 
tionial ptlrposes. I believe \Ire nlily conse~rt 
to the pcrfonllance of autopsies \vllcn t11i.r~ 
is good rcason for their being done. A~~topsy 
findings have contributed much to r~lctlic;~l 
kno\vledge, which kno\vledgc 11i1s 11[\11clitetl 
Cluistian and non-Christian i~like. Granting 
then that giving authorization for n physi- 
cian to perfom1 an autopsy on a Christian 
deceased loved one is pennissil)lo, \vhy 
\vould it not also be permissible to, Iwfore 
death, \\.ill our bodies for medicid uscs - 
organ and tissue removal for tr;~nspl;~ntn- 
tion, medical edt~cation (this involves pri- 
marily c;ldaver dissection in anatolny 
courses) and rese'wch? I believe it is - if 
for some rcason one should feel so inclir~rd. 
As a matter for practical consiclcc~tion, 1 
believe you should know thlt ;IS a rule 
medical centera; have no tlifficnlty filling 
their requirements for cadavers - in fact, 
there is oftcn a surplus. I would also ndcl 
that you nlay be assured that I~nnli~n cntlav- 
ers are treated with proper respect 11y mc!d- 
ical personnel. 

I would also add a notc of atln~onition 
concerning organ transplir~~t:rtior~. \Vc 
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shol~ld riever \\.ill our o\\n organs or the 
organs of n dece;~setl loved one for trans- 
plantation with the notion that in so doing 
a smell p u t  of us or ollr loved one "lives 
on." This lnay sountl abn~rd,  as intleed it 
is. Nevertheless, this is the ridiculoc~s plea 
that cc.rt;~in transplant surgeons usc wher~ 
they scek to convince individunls of the 
merit of granting ar~thorization for organ 
removal for transplantation. I am certain 
no intelligent Chris*inn \r.ould fall for such 
;I li~ic.. On the positive ledger, I~owever, 
it is conceival~le that LI trruisplant recipient 
rnight, in the period t l ~ ; ~ t  is acldctl to l~is life 
by r i  suc~essful organ transplant, cotnc. to a 
saving knowledge of Chris?. If this sho~~ld  
occur, it would ctarti~inly not be I)ecnusca 
the sinner \vss thereby given a "hccond 
chance" to "accept Christ," hut solely be- 
cause it was the \ \ r i l l  of God from all 
eternity to save that elect sinner at that 
point in time. God does work in \vonrlrous 
ways. This would, for Ine at least, l)c one 
valid consideration in reaching a tlcbcision 
regarding organ donation. 

A\ far as the k t  question we posed is 
concerned, namely, whether it is pern1issible 
for the Christian to i ~ c ~ e p t  an orgnl) fro111 
another individual, living or dead, I w o ~ ~ l d  
say the following. First, about t l ~ c  only 
organ being transplanted from living donors 
today is the kidney. The reason for this 
is that each normal individual has two 

fur~ctioning kidneys and is 1101 adversely 
alfeclctl if one of then1 is removctl. Sot so 
with the heart and liver and,. for technical 
reasons, tlie lung. All of these organs are, 
on the other hand, being kansplnnted from 
drce;tsed individuals. As I see it, the o\.er- 
\r~liclming consideration for the Christian 
co~~tt.mplating the above proposition is 
whother a reasonable possibility exists that 
in rtsct-iting the transplantetl organ a 
prolongation of his earthly pilgrinlage \ d l  
I>c g;~ined in \vhich he can f ~ ~ ~ ~ c t i o n  well 
t-11o11gl1 LO render profitable service to his 
Crc;itor and Redeemer. Currcmtly that pos- 
sibility varies with the organ i~lvolved. It 
is s111,jcct to considerable fi~rtlier variation 
as rc.search continues. 

'I'here Inay 1)c those who will ;Irgtte that 
~netlic;tl science is seeking through organ 
tr;~usplantation to usurp the power of God 
to tlc:tcmline thr  time of death of an in- 
dividui~l. This is, of course, impossible. 
hIorcover, the siime argument c n ~ ~ l d  be 
;ipl~lied to the llsr of ~nedicatio~rs which are 
litt~ri~lly life-saving or life-sustaining. How 
tnle it is that "for everything there is a 
season . . . a time to be born, ant1 a time to 
die" ( Eccl. 3: 1-2 ) - and "whatsoever God 
doctli, it shall be forever: nothing can be 
put to it, nor anything taken from it . . ." 
(Eccl. 3:14). 011r sovcreign Got1 is on thc. 
throne. Comforting thought. Praise His Holy 
Name. 

CURRENT EVENTS AND COMMENTS 
INESCAPABLE FACTS 

JIM LANTING 

The . \hi  Lai incident of last spring and 
recent atrocities and ~nass murders along 
with the recent assassinations in the U.S. 
have elicited a Mnd of n.ltional self-vxntnina- 
tion. Our society is now considered "aick" 
and people svonder how representi~tivc of 
the American people :Ire Os\valtl i~nd Lt. 
CaUey. 

Illustrative of this is a recent essay ic 
Time magazine entitled "On Evil: thr 111- 
escapable 17act" (Tin~c. Dec. 3, 1969). 'I'lie 
author xsserts that Ar~~crica as a people hove 
too readily ignored the ubiquitol~s an6 
haunting presence of evil in the world. The 
U.S. lacks a ''tragic sense of life." More- 

over, it troubles the author how the "ba- 
sically pessiniistic theology" of Ptlritanisni 
could turn into the underpinning of a cabF- 
nlicr irnd optimistic society. I'i~rt of the 
ctnswer, he contentls, lies in tlltr fact that 
tlie Puritan ethos depicted not only tlie fall 
of Inan but also the reality of ;ul Elect of 
God, and America has since then asn~med 
tli;~t it was God's Chosen, "allnost to the 
point of Pelagi;trrism." Americans think that 
A~llc-ric:~n intentions are always virt~~ous, h a t  
An~rrica never started or lost ;I war, and 
that :\merica is al\vays on tile side of justice 
and lil~crty; in short, on God's side. 

The particular heresy of Amcricans, the 
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t:ssiiy conti~~rlcs, is tll:lt A~~~cricans see thern- 
selvcs as "poic.nlial si~ints ratl1c.r than real- 
life sinners." 'I'he l'uritiu~ ethos was a 
stimulus tc~ slriving and hiud work; no 
\\fonclcr, tl lc.  ~.ss:iyist says, it gavea away to 
its scc~~lar  drscrndent, pri~g~natism, the 
r;~tion;~l 11r111ni111isrn articnl;~tetl I>y Dewey 
and \\'illii~m James. Prng~n~ctisn~ does not 
deny tlrc cbsisti~ncc of evil, I>nt c~~~lhnis t i c~dy  
nssllmes that it exists in institutions rather 
than mcSn i~nd can therefore I)c legislated 
i~wi~y. TIIIIS, the American elllo\ - part 
prag~n~rtic, lmrt Puritan, part Pelagian -has 
1r.ld thc. effect of masking the popular con- 
sciousness of evil. In conclusion, the essay - 
state\ th;~t o ~ ~ l y  the nation that has faced 
up to its o\vn fi~ilings and i~ckno\\-ledeml its 
cnp;~citie$ for evil has any real claim for 
greatness. 

Slucll ciun l)r si~itl, I think, for the author's 
sagacity i111c1 i~stt~tt: analysis of the con- 
tcmuofirrv A~~lcrican ethos. Rational hu- 

A .  

t11:111is1n iuntl I'c*lagianism have saturated the 
An~c:riciu~ w;~y of life, i~nd for thiit matter, 
tl~ilt of the. \vIiolc \\:estern \.\'orlcl. Evil is 
:llwi~ys clcfi~~cd 11s concrete prol>len~s tlvat 
can I ) c s  tlissscclc*tl :~ntl :~nalyzr.cl and can be 
tlorrc* i~wi~y  wit11 if thr will is Lllcrc to do so. 
A11tl :tl)ovct all, evil is Illougl~t lo I)r* exorcised 
I)y c .d~~c:~t io~~.  'I'11cs nutl~or co1111ncnts on all 

this with surprising insight. ( 1  suy s~~rpris- 
ing because the essay appenrs ostc*nsil)ly to 
be Christianly oriented. ) 

But on the other hand, if the* rc:;~tlcr is 
innprcsssed with the doc~~mentotion ol' t11c. 
fact that evil is inescapable, Ire is ~ O I I I -  

~rne~uurately fn~stl-i~tcd \\lith I hc i~utllor's 
failure to say what that evil rcall). is, nntl 
more importantly, what to do ;ibor~t it. The 
essa>ist tragicdy resigns himself to thc fact 
that evil is inc.scapable and turrcconcili~ble 
- and seems to think that the Incrc ac- 
kno\\.ledgement of evil some how dissolves 
the dilemma. Slorcover, in his nhortive at- 
tempt to talk about evil, the essiiyist rluotes 
Rousseau, Jean Genet, Dostoversky, ancl 11'. 
H. Auden. 

Confronted with this attempt to rsplici~tt. 
evil, the Christian shakes his heatl knolv- 
ingly. The faint hopc that at l;ut Inen are 
begjnnhg to examine the~nselvcs \rith 
honesty ancl candor is destroyctl l)y their 
obtious rejection of any attempt at :I 13il1- 
lical ani~lysis and solution. L\ Cl~ristian 
doesn't need a Xlai Lai to see what IlIitn is; 
but so much more importantly, Iic: knows 
\\,fiat comfort and escape are. tIc rc.:~lizcs 
that the diagnosis of a disease is 1lc.vc.r n 
remedy. 

THE GENERATION GAP 

RUTH ANN MARING 

The generation gap is ;I t m n  which 
originilted in the world and has been 
adopted I)y tlnr chr~rch. It refers to a gap 
\vhich s~~pposedly exists behveen parents 
and childre11 or I~etsveen the older genera- 
tion ( Establisl~ment ) and youth. The gcn- 
era1 meaning of generation gap is the lack 
of conrnlunication or understanding behveen 
the hvo pilrties invol\.rd. \Vhm this defini- 
tion is given, I~owever, the innmediate ques- 
tion thiit comes to mind is, what is me'mt 
by the 1;ick of co~nmunication or under- 
standing? 

Thc youtll tntlay say that their parents 
;und tht. cntirc Estilblish~nent c1o not under- 
slant1 t l ~ c  prol~lc!ms they firce as teenagers. 
Tl~cy ciu~not clisc~~ss thesc problenrs with 

their parents because they are too old- 
fashioned and close-minded. The reill ~lrob- 
lenr is that they do not use Cod as the 
basis for their discussion or prol~le~ns ancl 
therefore they cannot find solutions. As a 
result they revolt and lose all respect for 
authority. 

I think that as Christian young people 
we should be  able to discuss our prol)lcms 
with our parents. I am sure that tllcy \\rill 
be happy to try to help us. 

When we discus, our problems with our 
parents several things sl~or~ltl l)e kept in 
mind. On the one hantl, pilrcnts sl~c~ultl 
recognize the fact that we arc- not litllr 
child re^^ anyniore iind we should he ;~llowed 
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to express our opinions. W11c.n they teU autl~ority by God and thercforto we must 
us we niiiy not do sometliinr: we should o11c.y i~ntl respect them. 
have the right to ask why aritl rect:ive an If this type of communication is esercised 
answer. On the other hand we must re'& in our Christian family circles I do not 
ognize our parents as our elders, placed in think a generation gap can exist. 

CRITIQUE ' 
AGATHA LUBBERS 

ARNOLD J. TOYNBEE: AN INTRODUCTION, ANALYSIS, AND EVALUATION 

(2) 
In the previous article on this topic \ve lengcss. Elur~ ~ i t a l  works through what 

began to discuss the rise ant1 breakdo\vn of Toynbee ci~lls a series of overbalances. One 
ci\ilizntion\. This is an esccedingly im- overbalance sets up the necessary conditions 
portant aspect of the philosophy of history for the nest overbalance. This systeni ha\ 
drvelopetl by Toynbee ant1 it is lily inten- in it tllr: potentiality for an "infinite proces" 
tion to develop this aspcct of Toyn1)cc's Growtlr ; ~ n d  decay are thc ~~ntlerlying as- 
philosophy more thoroughly hcfore going sr~~iiptions of this approach to the inter- 
on to other elements of the tllcory untlcr pretation of history. 
consideration. The do~nini~nt role is played 11y the ere- 

;itive minority who are a very small part of 
The Rise of Civilizations the total ~ne~nbers  of any given society. 

Civilizations emerge, according to Toyn- Their influence is not dependent upon their 
bee, out of a primitive society. This nun~erical strength but is dependent upon 
emergencc is caused by "challenge and re- the nlystic;~l relationship the members 
sponse," and is initiated by a creative minor- achievc ovcr the passive majority. The in- 
ity which responds to an initial1 challenge dividunls in the creative minority create 
and ;I series of successive chi~llengc.~. The civilizations out of primitive socic-ties; cre- 
nature of these challenges can bo natural, ative minority members are "Superhuman 
physic;~l, or hunlan. The s~~cccss  of the Alystics." Creative personalities trllnsfigure 
creative minority in calling forth responyes their fellow-men into fellow creiitures by 
depcncls upon the ability of the creative recreating them in their o\\n image. "Trans- 
minority to call forth the \villing cooperation figuration" is the process which is the es- 
of thc uncreative majority. The challenges sence of thc rise of civilizi~tions out of 
must not be too stro~lg hut they ~iiust be primitivtr societies. 
able to call forth a mor~ientc~nl \vhich is Hccn~~sc tlic uncreative ~~~il jor i ly  is left 
strong enough to carry the society f n ~ m  far beliintl and does not urltlcrstiund nor 
one nchicvement to a fresh stn~gglc and apprecitttc th(? work of the crci~tivc minor- 
fro111 the solution of one problem to the ity 'l'oynhee must find a solution to bridge 
confrontation of another. the gap I,ct\vcen the uncreative and the 

Toynbec relies hea\ily on the clan oitctl crcntiv~.. The solution is rr~i~r~csis. It is 
of Henri Bergson" at this point in A Sttrdy social clrill which leads the majority to the 
of History to account for repetitive success- ;~ccluisition of ccartain social :~ssets, itptitudes, 
fill responses to a series of meaninfiflll chal- e ~ ~ ~ o t i o ~ ~ s ,  or ideas. The uncrc;~tivc majority 
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imitates the creative minority, ~nimesis is a 
short cut in tile development of ;I civilization 

'The major factors in the disintegration 
of civilizations is the loss of creative power 

in any society. 
If the creative minority can cope with 

the challenges that confront it, the civilizil- 
tion will continue to develop. The crc:ltive 
minority must secure the \villing nllegiance 
of the uncreative majority to offer success- 
ful responses. When the alleginr~ce disap- 
pcilrs tht. civilization is in serious tlanger of 
breakdown. 

0 0 0 0  

The Breakdown of Civilizations 
Volume\ 4-10 of A Stud!/ of History hy 

Toynbee ilrr devoted to the breakdo~vn of 
civilization\. The hrrakdown of civiliz.ltions 
i \  more obvior~s th.ln thc growth of civilizil- 
tions. Toynl~cr inclutles twenty-six civiliza- 
tions in his study. Sisteen of these twenty- 
sis are dead and buried. The ten survivors 
;Ire: (1) ollr 0\171 \liestern society, ( 2 )  tl~ct 
~nain body of orthodox Christendom in the 
New East, (3) Russian orthodosy, ( 4 )  Is- 
Iirrnic society, (5) Ilindu society, (6 )  the 
111i1in body of Far E;lster11 socitlty in Cl~ina, 
( 7 )  the offshoot in Japan of Far Eastern 
society, (8)  the arrested ci\>ilization of the 
Eskimos, ( 10) tht: i~rrested civilization of 
the No~~~;ltls.  According to l'oynt~ce the 
I'loynesians and the Nomatis ;trcs in the I;LY~ 
agonies; seven of the remaining eight itre 
in varying degrees of i~nnilriliation or as- 
si~nilation hy our  ow^^ west err^ society. Sis 
of the seven show signs of hi~ving broken 
down and of having entered into a state of 
tlisintergri~tion. The Eskimo civilization \\.as 
nrrcstcd ir~ its infancy. 

According to Toynbce one of the most 
conspicuous marks of the brei~ktlown of a 
civilization is a phenomenon tvhich takes 
plnce in thc last stitgcs of dt*clint. and f:tll. 
This phenonlenon is thc forcible unification 
of a civiliziition into n univers:rl state. 

All living civiliz;~tior~s but the Westtarn 
civilization 11:lve brokrn clown i~~ternally i~nd 
are in a process of disintegration. Western 
civilization has not entered upon the era of 
it univers;tl state but we car1 ~~nc loubtcd l~  
conclude that d ~ e  "time of ~rol~bles" hns 
tlescended upon the \Vest. 

Why do civilizations disintegrate? Is this 
disintegration an itlc~:ifnble ;~sl)c*ct of the 
l~istorical process? Are thcir forccs at work 
in human affairs \vhich bring al~out this dis- 
integration? 

in the creative minority. This seellrs to be 
an inescapable and inevititblr disintegration. 
It seerns that all civilizations  nus st run down. 
This I~rings Toynbce u~lcornfortably close to 
the tlctenninis~n which he explicitly wislles 
to avoid. 

Toyrlbce espressly rejects thc iclea of 
detrr~l~inism. In  \'olumc 4 of A Strrtly of 
History Toynbee es~lores  and esplains the 
problcln of philo~o~llical detem~inism. Toyn- 
bee rejrcts the tletern~inis~n of forces beyond 
our control; t l~is tletenninism is ztlso rejected 
by modern pl~ysical science in its attitude 
to\\.iircl the miri~c~~lous. Toynbee ;rlso rejects 
the tlrtemiinism of Spenglcr ancl tire I~iolo- 
gists \vho say that every society has ;+ prc- 
destined time span Toynbee refuses to ac- 
cept the cleterrninism which asserts tile in- 
rcillrhle proccss of the clcterioratio~~ of the 
qualities of intlivicluals \vIlich causes :L civ- 
ilization to breilk down. Toynbee sees the 
cycli~itl vieur of history its unaccepte1)le; he 
cannot i~dopt the idea of tile endlcs.\ repcti- 
tion of the same pattern. 

Toynbee does not believe that \Irestern 
civi1iz;ition is tloomecl by necessity to join the 
~najority of disintegratetl i~nd fallcr~ civ- 
h ~ t i o n s .  He s:iys: 

"Though sixteen civilizations miry have 
perished ;~lready to our knowlctlgc, and 
r~ine otlrcrs may no\\, he at the 1)oint of 
tleath. we - the twctnty-sixth - ;rrv not 
compelled to the riddle of fa!: to the 
blind arbitrkr~nent of statistic*. 

(So~lrercell, I ,  !>. 35.1) 
Crcbg Singer ~)ilrapl~rases and drscrrl~es the 

attit~lde of Toyr~bee as follows: 
The Divine Spark of creative po\r7er 
is still alive in Western society - if \vcb 
have gracc. to kindle it into a ~ I ; I I I I ~ ,  thc 
stars in thcir courses cannot clcfe;tt our 
efforts $? attain the goal of huln;~n en- 
cleavor. (Singer, p. 41.) 

.Although Toynbee esplicitly clcr~i~~s de- 
terl~~inisln he mily espouse an hllplicit kind 
of deter~llinisnl n,hich becomes rc*sponsible 
for the breakclotvn of civilizations. Toyn- 
bee's reliancr on the Bergsorlian elnn citul 
which calls forth a sc~rics of ovcrl);~l:~nces 
is l~ltimately no less deter~ninistic than 
those forms of detenxunism which are most 
obviously deterministic. 

Having clisct~ssed deter~~~inisrn nncl having 
denied its v:tlidity in Volume 4 'I'oynbee 
es;uminrs in Volumes . 5 l O  of A Strrrly of 
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ffistfln~ the poaildc es-planatio~~s he will arcs c~saentially ~ I I I I I I ~ I I ~  fiictors, accordi~~g to 
;~ccept for the tlihintegration ant1 I)sc:okdown 'I'oynl)ee, and this opens Llle door to it 

of civilizations. Toynbce rejcscts cosnlic 11111Itip1icity of possible C B L I S ~ S  for this ~ I I I -  

forces beyond hunlari rnanipt~lation, as the port;~nt phenomenon in history. 
ultimate reason5 for the breakdo\r.n of civ- ( to  be continued) 
ilizations. He insists that civilization* I~reak- 
tlo\vn hecause of factors for \vhicll man is "Bergson \vas a Frt211ch philosophrr and 
rrbponsiblc or can control. Thc factors \\,inner of the Sobel I'rize for literature in 

1927, icntl was one of t l ~ c  ~nosl i~lRue~~ti;tl 
which cause tlrcs breakdo\\m of civiliz;~tio~~s of the y ~ 1 1 ,  ccl,tlcv. 

Patience 

In that little roo111 of Interprctc~s's h o ~ ~ s e  
there sat ttco little children, e ; ~ c l ~  on his 
Q\Vn chair, the eltlest, Passion, and the 
other, Patience. Paszion \\-:-as the ant. \vho 
\vould have his good things now in tlgs 
\\orid. Patience \\.;IS \villing to 11;cvc Ilis evil 
things now and wait for the worlcl Lo colrlr 
to have his good things. Thesco childrcn 
you see as twins, I ~ u t  almnt ;IS 1n11c11 alike 
;IS Esau and Jacob. They come fron~ the 
sanie natural origin, the sanlr p;~rent-stock. 
Their names come froni the sallle 1,atin 
root, pdior ,  stiffer. Passio~l can hc hotl-I 
active and passive s~~ffering. Think of Lllc 
suffering of Christ. Patience is also l~lssivc 
iintl active in suffering. "Patic.ncc. is the 
passive eiul~rrcii~cc~ of the evils to \vhicl; 
man is liable." The \r-ord has "an active 
force denoting uncomplaining steatliness in 
doing." 

VS. E RROR 

REV. ROBT. C. HARBACH 

after Poi  ioice. Rriti rcitl~ Patience. 

I\rtrc*ly one comes :Icross ;I really goocl 
dictionary. In the Funk and Wagn:tlls I>ic- 
tionary, 1913 t d t i o ~ ~ .  there is a rare \\.ark, 
intlcc,tl, of some\vhat encyclopedic propor- 
tions. Ilotr- do you accl~~irc sucl~ a trcasurc.? 
The. c.~siest way, I suppose, is to iidlcrit it 
from gri~nd- or great gr;indfnther's genera- 
Liol~. In our v o l u ~ ~ ~ c  of dlis tliction;~rv 
thrrc is ;c special page tlescribing it as a 
\peci;ll copy dedicated to a certain menllwr 
of our "family tri-e." In this volumc there 
is iilao this snliling inscription: "If yo11 don't 
know \\here you call fir~rl srjr~~pathy, turn to 
page 2,445.'' Patience, says this clictionav, 
is "ll~c chsercise of unfaltering erdtirclrlce 
and pcrscverance in pursdt of a dcsircd 
entl." For example, "p.~ticnce in study is 
const.~ncy and persevcrilnce at the task." 
The n~eaning is then pnintedly illustrated by 
a cluotation from none otl~er than Danvin's 
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Descent of Bla11, "I-lc Illay bc said to possess 
genius - for genius l~ns 1,een decli~rctl IIY a 
xrcat authority to I)c pi~tience, and piticnee, 
in this sensc, nleans cir~flinching, untlal~ntcd 
~>erseoerurwe." Then, as though the lexicog- 
ri~phcr had rc;~d Hunyan, he writes, 
"Pi~tience is tllc i~bility to awi~it events 
witl~out perturbaticm or discontent." 

It is said that Sirmson was the strongest 
nliin that ever livctl, thitt Solomon \irils the 
wiscst man that cvcr lived, that Ilosc?i was 
the n~c&est man that ever lived, that Abril- 
ha111 was the most faithful man that ever 
livctl, and thnt Jo11 was the ~ ~ ~ o s t  1);tticnt 
Iniln that ever livc*tl. U11t whilt t1oc.s this 
~ n c i ~ r ~ ?  The Apostle, Jnmes reminds IIS, "Ye 
have heard of thc. patience of Jol)." But 
he was not thinking of patience itccorcling 
to the common, colloquini usage of the 
term. For thrre were o nl111111cr of times 
\\,hen Job in t11:1t sense was not patient. 
Ju~nes really uses two dilferent wortls, both 
tri~us~atcd j~atk~tol,. He says, " I~k t . ,  my 
I~rcthren, the prophets, who have spoken 
in the name of the Lord, for an example of 
( the)  s~~ffering aflliction (\\,hat is I):~tl), and 
of ( t h r )  patience (lor~gs~tfferi~rg). Behold, 
we count them h:1~1,y who ettdcrre. Ye 
11;1vc heard of tlic j~rrtiolcc (endur:u~cc) of 
Joh" (Jas. .5: 10-1 l ). Jnmes, urging p ;I t' wrlce, 
spoke of the poticncc of prophets, and of 
the cntlurance of Job. Patience in verse 10 
for the most part refcrs to persons, and 
Inc;lrrs longsuffering. In vcrse 11 patience 
rcsfcrs to a persc~n's ;tttitucle towarcl 1111f:~vor- 
:tl>le circumsti~nccs. and means enclurance, 
with the idea, litc!r;~lly, of ability to s h y  
under longer. The. university Phys. Ed. 
x\vi~ll~ning instructor has his pupils swim 
prescribed lengths of the pool l~ntler water, 
or he has them to learn to sink, clown to 
~ I I V  12-foot botton~. ' r l ~ ~ ~ s ~  p ~ ~ p i l s  k~~o\\r 
solnething of whi~t it nlc;Lns "lo stay ~~ntler." 
So, carrying over the idea from the physical 
to the spiritual, cntlurir~g mcsns staying 
~tntlcr, and so ent111ring the ordeal of lifc. 
Job is not so pilrtic~~larly notccl for his 
patience in t l ~ c  .\'nstS of longsr~ffcring, 
for tllcre were t i ~ l ~ r s  ivliell he mntlc r:1\11 
sti~te~nrnts and spoke ill-advisedly. Brtt hc 
tlitl enclure; he 11(.ld out under the most 
trying circumsti~nces. T l ~ c  precious truth 
that \i-e find in thc book bearing his name 
is the paticncc of Got1 and the enrltirance 
of Job! You co~~l t l  say that the relation 

bet\vec~~ the two is that of c;iuse and effect. 
The p ; ~ t i c ~ ~ c e  of God will result in the en- 
durance of man. The divir~e preservittio~~ 
of the saints is the causc, the perfect, 
perpetual and persolla1 perseverance of tlrc 
saiuts, the effect. Peter said, "the long- 
su5ering (patience) of our Lord is s;tlva- 
tion" (I1 Peter 3:15). 

@tic.ncc, then, in the light of the Scrip- 
ture rua~nincd, is not \o IIIIICII a kind suf- 
ferc~lcr of others, as ;I tlisciplinc of self. 
Patience is uwally taken to mean tile ])ear- 
ing i~ntl forebearing of fi~~nily strifes, ill)- 
pcrfcctions and ;tnnoy;u1ccbs, or the gr:tcio~~s 
toleration of the slow, stt~pitl und less giftc.tl: 
\vhere:ls, it is a kind of sclf-tli~ci~~Li~~e. "Hc 
that rulctl~ his spirit is I~cttcr than he tli;tt 
taketh ;I city" (Prov. 16:3'2). There you 
have 41 Inan of patience, c.ndurnnce. He 
lcnowh hot\, to be patient \vith hinisvlf, ho\v 
to endure.. It \\.as not t11;1t I'atience hid to 
be ilble to stand tile gloating scorll 01 
Passion th;~t made him I'i~ticncc:. I t  \%,as that 
he w;ts i111le to "stay under" the r \ i l  things. 
Some of those evil things he found in him- 
self. Xl;rny of those evil things in himself 
he fo1111d i11 then~selvcs ovenvhelming 
enoltg11. B I I ~  he w;~s in the business of' 
n~l ing his own spirit. Ilr \vas not only 
flcsll. l l e  was spirit. Jolrr~ 3:G. Galutii~ns 
.5:17. True, he saw in his flesh no good 
thing. B I I ~  in his spirit he saw no bad 
thing ( I John 3:9). tf'ith the mere ~~aturill 
man, tlwrc is nothing but t l ~ c  flesh - si1lf111 
Hesh. There: is no battle l~etween flesh n~ltl 
spirit, thcare is no conflict I)ct\veen the oltl 
Inan and the rene\vcd nliln, there is no an- 
tithesis brt\vecn a wickcd ilnd perverse gcn- 
eration :und regeneration. The nah~rural man, 
catching ;I sight of that horror thnt is him- 
self, anti, unahle to rntlure either hir~lsrlf 
or the? tlliugs he has brought upon I~i~nsc*lf, 
ofte~lti~~lcs n~shcs into tile jaws of dcittl~. 
I'lunging into a Christless eternity is no 
escape from self. Hell is lrell because of 
unendi~lg rcnlorse. But there are moral 
weaklings. moral co\\,arcls and moral hu- 
icides \vho tllrow ovrrboartl the faith, t l ~ c  
hope, the patience and the er~tlurancc of i~ 

Christii111. \I'hy do they do this? It is 
I)ccat~sc they are evil :ind have lived ;In 
evil lifr. They never 1e;lrned to overconle 
evil with good. They never h e w  ho\v to 
pmy, "dclivcr us from evil," not knowing 
that in part that means, "tlcliver us fro111 
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ourselves." help us rule our own spirit$. 
Look around anrl see how m;my c>l~rmies 
there are to endure. But look within. Can 
you endure the enemy within? \Vhat enemy 
is so had, so treacherous, as that within 
ourselves? Enduring the enelny does not 
niean tolerating him. It means outlasting 
the enenly, persevering beyond the rnemy. 
IIr who endures to tlie end shall he siived. 

\\'ith James "we count then1 I~ilppy who 
endure." Patient- is one of those we 111r1st 
count happy. Not so, Passion. In tht. end 
he had nothing but rags. Patie~~ce, like 
Christian, is to be seen, when wr first meet 
him, a Inan clotlled in rags. \\'it11 his rags 
;ind his burden he runs fro~ri the town of 
1)epravity wit11 his fingers in his cars cry- 
ing, Life! life! eternal life! That's the way 
he kept on, enduring, to the hei~vc.nly city 
u~hich Iiath fountlations. Therefore his end 
is not in rags, but in that robe ~ l l ~ i c ! l ~  hr 
rc.ccivcd and 111;tde white in the I~loocl of 
the Lrunb. Ye have need of cntluronce. 
1:ollow after cnduclnce. Run wit11 cndur- 
iince. Look! \ve count them blest \\rho en- 
dure! \Yho endure what? Temptiltion! that 
is, trial! Do \\z agree with James, "Blcssed 
is the man that entl~lrrth temptation" (tri;ll)T 
\Vhy is this man I~lest? "hecar~sr wlrcn he 
is tried, he sllall receive the crown of life. 
which the Lord has pro~llisecl to them \vllo 
love Him." Endure \\.hat? Chastening! "If 
ye endure chastening, God dealetl~ with you 
as with sons." Your persevering en(111r;tnce 
is over against chastisement. \Vhat i s  chas- 
tisement? It is our Father's painf~~l  dis- 
ciplining of us, and so painful it tnily I>e 
c;~Ued scourging. "Despise not the chitsten- 
ing of the Lord" is tlie negativc way of 
s;tying the positive, "appreciate the 1.ord's 
chastening," wliicli you =nnot do if you 

tlcsirc. to be rid of the cliastisen~ent. 
'l'hcrcfore, endure chastening. It is a proof- 
rnnrk of your sonship. Enduring what? Af- 
Hictio~~s! "Watch! endure afflictions!" (11 
Tim. 4:.5), that is, as in the James passage, 
suffer the bad. The meaning is that you 
enc111ro the hand of Cod upon you - very 
rrnlly, and striEngly cnor~gh -you lean1 to 
I)(, pnlient with God. As Job put it, "What! 
slii~ll we receive good at the hand of God 
iind shall we not receive evil?" Endure 
\vh:ct? "Endure hardness as a good soldier 
of JVSIIS Christ" (I1 Tim. "3). The expres- 
sion here, "endure hardness," literally means 
"sufl'er tllc had together with" the good. 
This is cnclnring the hand of Gocl upon 
you. This is the endurance and the faith 
of the saints. This is keeping the com- 
mnndments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
Encl~lrc. what? "Sound doctrine!" (1:3). 
This is the day "\vhen they will not stand 
up for 11c;llthy teaching," I~ut  they mtlicr 
s\vallo\v and swill teaching which is the 
opposite - diseased. deformed, sick. IIere 
the \\lord endure means "will not have up  
for tlic~~lselves," that is, as to sound, 
henltliy tmching, they will not have it 111) 
in  the plilcr of authority, in office, in the 
pulpit, in the ministry. They are chnrcli- 
killcrs, and they are sick! Quite a bit to 
entlure, then, in this biblical sense of 
"pi~tience"! hn>-thing else? Yes, endure all 
things! "Love endurtv all things." That is. 
it tilkcs love to have patience. That is the 
svcrcl of Patience - love! Love sustains 
every ;ittack of the cncrny, be;trs up under 
every stormy wave, holds out against all 
snffcrings and persecutions. That's what 
llladc Patience sit there so "very quiet" and 
calmly upright - love! 

Extra copies of this a n d  other  issues 
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REV. G. VAN BAREN 

"PREACHING CHRIST CRUCIFIED" 

I <:or. 1 :'73-24 - "1311t Ire ,)reuclr Christ crucified, tiitto tltc ]vtc..s 11 .~/rrrr~l)lirtg- 

I,lo!~li, (r~rtl rtr~to tile C:rreka foolis1rr1es.v; />tit trr~to tltelir tcl~iclt crrc ccrllctl. I)o/lr 

jcrc..\ cr~ltl ( ;~cL,~s ,  Cl~rist 111e llarrrr of God, t r r ~ t l  1111. cci.stlorrt of (2r~tl." 

T11t.r~. is tl\:\t drorrg ilc.sirt* totl:\y to cl\anpr demand today as \\.ell: prc;\c\\il\g I I I I I S ~  \ ) I%  

thc trntl i t io~~.~l f o l ~ ~ ~ s  of \vclrhhip to God. ~)r.;lching of the cross. 
Nor is c11.111gc ;IS s11ch \vrol~g. Ho\vever, 
;~ t t t .~ i~p t s  <lrt. I I I : I~C '  to cI1~111ge the v e n  mean\ 
svhicl~ <:otl I ~ ; I \  given to strengthen and 
comfort llis s;~it~ls.  \Ian!. aoulcl enliven 
tllc prcilclling c ~ f  the \\'orcl I I ~  adding 
virricty to it. Otl\cr\ \votlld repl.tce it by 
that u.l~ich i \  1llol.e entertaining: mobiei. 
clr.lm.1. or ho~nctl~ing similar. \luch of this 
drive for int~ov.~tions strikes a respon.,ive 
chortl in tllc 11c;u.t of the young. Therefore. 
it is proper th ;~ t  \ve consider \vhat the 
\Vortl of Gotl tc;~cl~cs in lltis re~pect  -for 
t l~ is  11n1\t 111. ollr inf;~llit,le guide. 

The apostlc 1';1111 ;~tltlressed the clmrch elf 
Corintl~ - ;I c1111rcl1 \vl1ic11 I I U ~  1ni113y a11d 
sc.rious prol)lrlt~\. I Ir  mints out to t l len~ 
tl l ;~t  I I ( -  11i111sclf ( ; I I I ~ ~  this is trnc for ever) 
f;litllful ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i s t c - r  01' Cotl's \Vortl ) I)rc;~chrd 
clnly Christ cr~~cifictl to t l ~ e ~ n .  Such prc ;~cl~-  
~ I I C  \\.:IS ]lot l ,~) l~ul ;~r  with 111t+n, Imt it was 
rccl~airc.tl 1)). Gotl. Let 11s ncvcr forgcbt that 

\\'hat is involvt~tl in pre;~chit~g (:l~rist 
crucifirtl? First of ;ill, such p r e ; ~ c l ~ i ~ ~ g  cln- 
p l~t~\ izrs  the total depr,~vity of 1111111. I f  III:III 

i* not a dead sirtnc.r, there is 111) rlc.c.tl  of :I 

cro.: no need of :~toncrncnt. 1311t I)c*c;i~~sc 
lira11 is dt.;~d i r ~  sin. un.111le to tlelivcr I I ~ I I I -  
'rlf. tllcrefore the cross i \  Ilc.ct.\\;iry ttl~to 
the \.itvation of sinners. 

Secondly, t hb  prcacl~ing c~nph.~>izc.  \vl~;it 
.:,en>, to b e  an a\vful of t l r l ibcr .~~~rc .  
One. tllc Son of C;od Hitns~.lf. 111r1st I)c;~r 
the vial. of the \i.r;itl~ of Chtl in orclvr to 
r!t.li\-er His petrple fro111 tlleir sills. ' l ' l ~ c .  cros> 
rcprcsmt.; ;~tonement. It htrggc.st\ that the. 
nyhteou:. God require> prrfect :111cl COIII -  

plcte p a p l m t  - and that ~ I , I ! . I I I ~ . I I ~  111. r ~ * -  
qtlired \vas offered up  on the crosb. 

~I'l~ircll!.. preitclling Christ crt~cific.tl 11cccs- 
4<1rily e111p11;lsizcs t11;lt \.llv.~tiot~ i< u,l~oll>. 
of God. One can not ill Ilo~lc,\ty ~ ~ r c ' ; ~ c l ~  
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Christ crucified and eniphasixe thc "free 
\dl" of man. He can not preach Clirist 
crucified, and yet insist that it is up to  ma^ 

first to "accept Christ" in order that he 
might 11e horn ajiain. He \rho preacl~es 
Christ cmcifiecl insists thereby that snlva- 
tion is \\,holly of the Lord. 

That lnust be  the content of the prfilc.11- 
ing. That preaching is necessary its it 
Incans of grace is evident from Rom:~ns 10 
and other passages. But also the contc:r~t 
of such preaching is cle;~rly spelled out in 
this Iiorcl of Gotl. This must be the \vhole 
of the preaching - tlie cross is always the 
center. Young people: do not be s\v;cyc~cl 
by any of the "modem" innovations; alw;~ys 
insist cn hearing preaching of Christ cruci- 
fied. 

That s71ch preaching is unpopular is un- 
clerstanclnl>le. The apostle points out that 
this is for the Jews a stumbling I>lock ; i r d  
for the Greeks it is foolishness. A "shlmbling 
block" is more literally a "scantlnl" or a 
trigger to a trap. Even as the nlorlsr biles 
at the higger \vhich contains the cheese - 
to his onn  destntction, so too dicl the Jrws 
with Christ. In seeking to destroy I l in~,  they 
destroy themsel\rcs. For them, Christ rc-11- 
resented \veaknes\ - when they \vanttcl 
strength. The Jews sought a king wllo 
\vould lead their annies against Ro~ue. They 
wanted one \vho \vould establish then1 as 
mighty nation on earth again. 13111 Christ 
aas not w~ch in their estimation. Christ 
hung on the cross. Such an One can not 
lead am~ies. I-Ie dicl not even take IIimsrli 
do\rn from the cross - IIe did not provc IIis 
strength to the Jelrs as they wantecl this 
proved. 

The Greeks considered the cn~cifird Christ 
as foolishnes\. The Greeks insicted on their 
own brarid of logic; on their own philo\- 
ophies. These wanted to dra\v concltrsior~~, 
to find answers to the problems of thr age. 
But the cross appeared in no wise as the 
source of any answer. -4 cnlcifiecl One 
could not, apparently, solve the philosoph- 
ical problems of man. H e  car] not lead this 
world, apparently, to peace ancl prosperity. 
To the Greek, the cross was nothing I~ut 
foolishess. 

This hvo-foltl reaction to the cross is 
evident today as well. Basically, all m m  

regard the cross either to be weakuess or 
foolishness - or both. Xo other response 
conld 11e expected of the dead sinner. He 
liatrs Cot1 - and hates any way which God 
devises to deliver IIk peoglc from sin and 
death. 

But to the called ones, the cross is both 
wistlom and po\rer. l'hose wlto are called 
are the elect of God - chosen from before 
il1r founciation of the earth. They have I~een 
regenerated by tlie Spirit of tlic Son - a 
rc+gencration in which the life of Cluist is 
p1anir.d within their Iicarts. And under the 
preaclh~g of tlic Word, these have been 
called to a coilscious spiritt~al life. These 
can see and know nvhat natt~ral xnan refuses 
to confess. These, l>ccause tllcy are born 
again, can set, the kingdom of God indeed 
(John 3:3). 

Li7hat do these see in tlic cross? They 
see there &st of all: power of God. It is, 
of coltrsr, power of God, and Innst be 
iuclgecl accorcling to God's stal~dards. That 
cross represents Cad's power whereby He 
lifts clrad sinners into newmess of life. It 
represents that power of God whcreby He 
\vill no\rr direct all things unto the salvation 
of I-Iis elect. It is the power which pre- 
serves His people through all their weary 
way or1 this cartl~, till finally He powerfully 
brings tlienl to heaven. No earilily po\cfer 
ciln compare to that Power. That power of 
the cross overcomes the power of evil men, 
of the devil, nay, even directs these 
"powers" to serve His sovereign purpose. 
That is power indeed! 

But also in that cross is seeu true wisdom. 
This too is the wisdom of God. not a \\,is- 
tlo~n of rna~is devising. Wisdorn is seen in 
that through this cross God h;is revealed in 
the lligllcst possiblc degree dic love rrhich 
is within IIirnself. The cross represents the 
allinzing love which gives God's o\vn Son 
LO cleliver a c o m ~ p t  and undeserving people 
fro111 sin and death. In no other conceivable 
uv;iy cor~ld the love of God be revealed to 
such a degree. The same can be said con- 
cerning the riianifcstation of Gocl's mercy, 
of His grace, of His rigl~teousness and 
justice. The cross represents the highest 
possible revelation of these within creation. 
\Vllenever one beholds the cross, he can not 
help but he amazed at  that which God has 
done. The cross does not satisfy man's wis- 
dom, but the child of God ho \vs  differently. 
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SIICII prci~cl~ing givccs co~nfort ancl as- preaching does not becornc ;t "tloilrg o~re's 
sllritlrcc. to thc saints of God. Such preaching o\rn thing." I t  is rather tilt* procl;l~~rntio~l 

is usctl as thc mv;lns of bringing sinners to of the pure IVord of God give11 to us in- 
t l ~ c  foot c~f thc cross. T n ~ c ,  it does not fallibly in Scripture. \j7e want n r ~ t l ~ i ~ ~ g  clsc; ., 
"entc:rtnir~" in w;~ys which please man. I nie, we need nothing more. For aucl~ cnlpl~;~sizes 
it \\,ill !rot ;lttr;~ct t l ~ r  "hippies" nor properly that the glory for our s;tlv;~tio~r is 
clots it comc clown to tl~cir level. The God's both no\\. and forevenrrorc. 

Spring Banquet in Student Aid 
Northwest Iowa 

"Unity ant1 Frllo\vship Among Covenant 
Youth" \\,as the tlrerne for the spring ban- 
quet sponsorccl Ily the Iloon's Young 
People's Society on Alarch 10. The banquet 
was well attended by both the Young 
People's Societicas of 111111 ancl Edgerton. 
'rhe spirit among the crowd \\-;is lively and 
gi~y, with :I touc11 of ;tnticip:~tior~ for the 
co~nir~g nitaiil ;mtl 1)rogr;lni. 

The w~c~st.; wcrc. firht scrvccl punch, then 
t11t.y wcbrc se;~tt.tl for the mc,nli of brosted 
chicken. 

A speci;ll 111rr111)cr fro111 c-ii~h so~iety \\'as 
prt:scwtc.tl for part of tlrr fol lo~~ing program. 
Rt-v. Lanting tlclivcrcd n Illtbssngr. on the 
chose~l thcme ;~rrtl :I few paaltitr nunlbers 
\\Icrc illso slurp. 

Eligible students planning to attet~tl ~ h c  
Protestant Reformed Scniinan in the fill1 of 
1970 are reminded to contact the Sh~drnt  
.lid Committee as so011 ~LS possil11' concern- 
ing financial irssistancr. 

G. PIPE, S e c ~ d i l r y  
1163 .4rdmon. St., S. 11. 
Grand Hapitl-;. Slicl~. 40505 

"It w;rs gr~.;rt." "I likctl it," "Ncat" ancl 
"Let's do it again," were sorne of the com- 
ments about thc success a b o ~ ~ t  the banquet. 

The Beacon Lights Staff wishes to thank the following: 

Lynden Protestant Reformed Church $20.39 

Hope Protestant Reformed Church (Walker) 73.75 

Hope Protestant Reformed Church (Redlands) 50.70 

South-East Protestant Reformed Church 26.54 
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Spring Retreat 
'i'llis year's ;~nnu;~l Spring Hetreat \\,as 

held April 10 ilntl 11 at Cnlnp Roger on 
Little Bostwick Lake. No onr tv'r scc.111~ to 
kno\r. \5,h?; tlub \vratlicr on thcse rctrcats 
;~lways seems so cold arlcl gloo111j1 btlt it 
:11\~1ys i s ,  ancl this retreat \\.as 110 c:sception. 

Hut the bad \\:eather clitl r ~ o l l ~ i ~ ~ g  to dis- 
courage the 95 yoi~ng people a ~ d  their 
cli;q>erons from having a good time. 'Tllrrc 
is n certain amounl of satisfaction fro111 
kno~viny that you havr spent n [light in an 
tmheated, drafty cabin with ~11e tcwnperaturr 
in the low 20's and someho\v lllar~agetl to 
htlrvivc. Hy Sati~rday morning the one fire- 
pl:~cc in the c.;lmp had become the 11iost 
popt~lar place. 

Any retreat's success depentls on llow the 
tliscussion groups go over \villi tllr yorlng 
people, and Saturdn's t\vo discilssions were 
just gre;+t. This was a result of very interest- 
ing topics and very good introd~~ctions. Thr 
first topic, introd~lced by SIarv Kalnps, \\.as 
on "Is the Beacorl Lights Serving Its Pur- 
pose? and the second, introd~~ced by Rod 
.\licrsn~a, was on "Changing Liturgy in Our 

Churches." Evcr!.o~~r yeemed \villir~g to talk 
ant1 solne fine ide;~s alrd thoughts culnc out. 

Urt\vt.cn the discussions the ~ ~ I I I I <  prople 
\vcrr on their o\vn, and c o ~ ~ l t l  tlo \vllate\-er 
tl~ry \\~nr~ted. Slost entcrtitinetl 1 lre~nselves 
by plnj.ing volley bi111. footl~all, or jubt slay- 
in? \\-am> 1)y tllr fire. For some striluge 
rrilson mo5t \rollr!. 111111 fame5 ustlally cntlvtl 
\\-it11 the scorc 10 lo 4. 

By Saturday nieht the lack of slcc:p the 
night I,rforr \\.as beginnin5 to tell on every- 
one. r\nd after the last of our great mcals 
\vab servetl, the rvtreat came to a very nice 
clow \\.ith Xort Bro\vers talk on young 
people, the clrug problem, and its connection 
to shoplifting. Then he led the group in 
;I very moving sin_sspiration, which no o ~ ~ c .  
scemed n~illing to rnd. 

This retreat is ~lo\v history. But a very 
special thanks shot~ld go to both the Fetlcr;~- 
tion Boartl for milking such n thing possible, 
;and to the chaprronh for giving up a nice 
\\-;trnm \\reekend to I)e with us. 

BOOK REVIEW 
Three Letters From Prison 
by JOHN IT. SCIIAAL 
Baker Book House, 149 pages, 5'3.95 

'I'krce Letters From P T ~ S O I L  by John H. 
Schaal is a book written about three of 
the lrttcrs which Paul \vrote \vhilc in 
prison, Ephesians, Philippia~~s, and Phile- 
Inon. The 11ook is divided into sixteen les- 
sons, cztcll of which is follo\\fed by a srrics 
of cluestiol~s for stud>-. The author in his 
\\~riting again portrays the moden1 gospel. 
He speaks of the brotherhood of all men 
a11c1 alho of Am~inianism. He preser~ts tllr 
llrodern do~l l~ lc  talk of the human respon- 
\il>ility of accepting Christ of \vhich we 
hear 50 nluch today. FIo\vever, our young 
11caople would find many of the thoughts of 
thi\ book 11elr)ful in their Bible discussions 
in society. LOIS HOEESEII.~ 
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from, for, and about our churches 
KAREN LUBBERS 

Our Young People 
An I<;~ztctr \lass hleeting was helcl in 

First Cl~urch in Grand Rapids for all the 
iIre;t yo1111g people on t<i~stor Day at 3:00 
p. 111. There were mimy special numl)crs 
pn~\ridcxl and Rev. \'rld~nan gave a short 
speech. Cl~rid is risen!! 

On April 10 and 11 n Spring Retreat was 
hrltl at Cir~np Roger.; for the Grand Rapids 
area young people. There were many fn~e 
tlisc~~s.\io~~ ~rorlps on "Dws the Beacon 
Ligllts senre its pumoce?" and also on 
"C11;ingcs in the Church Lih~rfi).." As one 
"rrtrc.;itc.r" said, "It \\.as great! It gnvcr us 
;I c11;lncc to really shi~re how we feel to- 
\\r;~rcls tliflc.rent things in the ch11rc11 and 
the \vorltl." 

Thc. irnnual Young I'c.ol>le's Spring E m -  
c111ct \v;~s hcltl on \lay 1 in the Slnyflo\vc.r 
Cln~rch in Crnnd Rapids. 

An l?abtcr Singspiration was sponsorcd by 
the Rcc~coi~ Ligl~ts on Kastctr evening ill tho 
S o ~ ~ t h  1:1st ellurch in Criind Rapids. 

Our Pastors 
Ilc\*. Scliil,lwr has s~~l ) tu i~ ted  to surgery 

itnd is i ~ t  prescnt rccoverhlg. For some 
\r.erks thc. So~ltheast Ch~lrch was n~itl~oclt 
thrir pi~stor. \Ve hope that 11c rilay soon 
I,(. i11,le to leiit1 his congregation again. 

RIV. I leys is home frorn J'unaica! On 
-4pril 26 tht. Hollilnd young people sporl- 
wrccl n "\velcon~e I~o~rle" singspiration for 
hirii in their church. 

On April 16 Re\: Lubbers, who was 
rc.cently also in Jamaica, gave a lecture in 
the Oak Lawn Church on "The purpose of 
Slissions in the Prot. Ref. Churches." 

Our Membership 
Confession of faith was nlade by Sliss Jan 

\'an Daren of S o l ~ t l ~  Holland. 

Births 
:\ son, born to l l r .  and Mrs. E. Cammen- 

g ; ~  of I-Iolland. 

Marriages 
Xliss Joan Lubbers of H~~clsonville and 

\lr. Jol~n Bo1111la on April 3. 
Slr. I-iarold \liedenxi of Hope and Xirs. 

\\'ilma Sterk on \larch 26. 

Our Servicemen 

These are the ne\v adtlrc*ssc~s of some of 
our senricemen. 

Fro111 II~~dsonvillc: 

P\'T. Uor~g Slietl'n~i~ 378-60-0.221 
Co. B 1st Bn. 5th I3.II.E. 
Platoon Xo. 3 
Fort Polk, Lo~~isian;~ 7 1456 

From Hope in \\'alker: 

PVT. Richard IIuizing:~ 380-54-2614 
F.S. Co. 
A.P.0. Se\v York 09221 

Fronr Iiope in \Valker: 

1'VT. Robert \'elthor~se 366-52-6180 
609 C. \laintrnancc Co. 
Fort Hood, Tesns 76544 

Miscellaneous 

Ilrv. \'an Haren matlc! l~is i~~~tl icnec tlecply 
a\v;lre of the Church's t l ~ ~ l y  in thc.sc days 
of rr.lntivism and change. wllcn Iic. spokc on 
"'l'hr RCtnrn of the Gloriliccl Christ" OII 

April I). The lech~re was iic?ltl in the First 
Church in Grand Rapids. 

'I'lle cnnsistory of the I.ovol;~nd Church 
has decided to Ilavc the co~lgregntioo recite 
aloud the Apostles' Crcctl on Sunday eve- 
nings. "That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, ;~ncl sl~alt I~elieve 
in thine heart that Gocl hi1t11 r;~isctl him 
from the dead, thou shalt I)? s;~vctl.'' 

The consiston of the Hutlsonville Church 
also decided to institute a chi~ngc. Instead 
of having the Communion Scrvicc. tvPice on 
Conlmunion Sunday, it \\fill no\v Ile 11c-Id 
only in the morning. 

Do you value the Hefonned confessions 
and faith enough to tell others about them? 
There is still time to sl~\xnit 1l;trncs to your 
consistories for the distribr~tion of Prot. Ref. 
1itc.ratnre. 

"The end of all things is 11po11 us, so you 
must leild ;In ordcrctl RIICI sol)(:r life, given 
to prayer" ( I  Petcr 4:7). 

Eighteen BEACON I IGHTS 


