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THE GRACE OF GOD IS IN COURTESY 
It is evident wherever one looks today 

that tliere is a blatant disregard and lack 
of thc niost elementary fonns of courtesy 
;~nd good mariners in the world around us. 

Teenagers sass their parents, disrespect 
la~vftd authority, exhibit filthy language 
and hand-sims to passers-by. Only yester- 
day my little ones saw some of this crude 
beh:ivior and wanted to know why those 
boys acted that way. They stand on the 
sidewalks and even in thc streets and re- 
fuse to let pedestrians and al~tomobiles pass. 
They are out to give anybody and every- 
body ;I dificr~lt time. Everyone of you, 
I'm sure, could givc mnny examples of 
similar incidents that have occl~rred in your 
owm lives. 

Even younger children today are just as 
discot~rteous as their older brothers and 
sisters. They have vile tongues spewing 
out all fonns of wickedness and corruption. 
Their actions are impolite and inconsiderate. 
They demand the whole world but deserve 
n slap in the face or a warm behind. They 
prrterlrl that the wllole world owes them 
a living. "Thank you," "Pardon me," "ex- 
case me," "please." never grace their 
tender - not so tender? - lips. 

Finally, even grown-ups, \vho should be 
esmples. are not the least inclined to be 
eourteorrs. They openly backbite and gos- 
sip about others in front of their children 
-as if backbiting ancl gossiping aren't bad 
enough in themselves. Thcy talk disparag- 
ingly nbout law officers, the President, con- 
Tressmen, nlinisters, and teachers. They 
openly disrcspcct speed laws and civil laws 
showing no respect or courtesy to authority. 

I11 the world, Chis lack of courtesy is due 
to the depravity and selfishness of man. 
They nln their life on the theory that you 
don't need road manners if you drive a 
fi\.r ton tn~ck. 

Wir*kcd man is completely "I" centered. 
"I need this," "I want tliat," "I'm going to 
Tet this." "I'm going to do that." They have 
no thought for the feelings or possessions 
of others and if these get in the way - too 
bnd. They render evil for evil not only, 
but also ewd for good. They cheat, they 

lie, they steal, they violate all the com- 
mandments to attain their goals and ob- 
jectives. One prime example of this is 
seen in the unreasonable law suits that are 
brought against individuals and companies 
in our civil courts. They experience no 
shame, remorse, or compassion as they push 
their weight around and make themselves 
heard. 

Sfan lost the ability to he "God centered." 
In all of his life he is at enniity with God 
and with his neighbor. Since there is no 
love for Cod in him, neither does hc have 
any love towards his neighbor. IIis hatred 
towards others is revealed in his disrespect 
towards thetn. 

This is the \\odd in which we live. Sluch, 
much more could be written and said. We 
must be careful that we are not carried 
along with the basic philosophy of the 
~vorld in its headlong dash to destnlc~ion. 

The apostle Peter wnites, "Be ye all of 
onc mind, ha\ing compassion one of an- 
other, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous: not rendering ewd for evil, or 
railing for railing: hut contrawise, blessing, 
knowving that ye are thereunto called, that 
ye should inherit a blessing" (I Peter 3:&9). 
i r e  must be ". . . holy in all manner of 
conversation (life) because it is writtcn, Be 
ye holy, for I am holy" (I Peter 1:15-16). 
Paul in Romans 1 5 2  admonishes, "Lct every 
one of us please his neighbor for his good 
to edification." 

Courtesy is the desire ancl attempt to be 
thoughtful, polite, good mannered, consid- 
erate for the feelings, persons, onrl property 
of others and is rooted in love. "Charity 
sdere th  long and is End, charity en\<etli 
not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up. Doth not hrhave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketll no  evil . . ." (I Cor. 13:4-5). When 
we lovc one another for Christ's sake, we 
sho~rr courtesy and respect toward each 
other. True righteous courtesy iniplies that 
me give of oilrselves for the \\,elfare and 
respect of others. 

True courtesy can only reslllt when pride 
and lovc for oneself is rooted out and re- 
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placed by a humble attitude and love for 
others. 7'h11s, only a child of God can, in 
thc ultimatc sense of courtesy, bc courteous. 

We by nature are. however, no better 
than the world. \T'e also have the "I" com- 
plex. Our teenagers, youngsters, and we as 
ntlults are no different than the world. \Ve 
are, on occasion, not only inclined to show 
this disrespect towards each other and our 
neighbors on the street, hut also towards 
God and towards His house. When we 
irreverently sleep during the service, let 
our minds wander off during the preaching 
of His Holy If'ord, think of material pos- 
sesn'ons and covet them during our prnyers, 
unrighteously judge our brothers in the 
p a r s ,  our love for God comcs into clues- 
tion. 

If \ve truly loved one another for Christ's 
sake. we would have no gossiping and 
Lqckbiting in our churches. If we truly 
loved our parents for Christ's sake, we 
would respect their authority and treat 
t l~em courteously. M%en we walk a life of 
 lo\^ we "guard our lips from speakin< 
guile" and our tongue from strife. \ i re  
"follo\v :after the things that make fw 

pence. and things wherewith one may 
ctlify nnother" (Romans 1419). 

\Ye must be courteous for Christ's sake. 
He came down to earth and revealed to 
us the greatest act of love and courtesy 
this world has ever known by giving Him- 
selF for our redemption. He became like 
us in all things, sin rscepted. He er- 
perienced our frailties and infirmities, our 
trials and temptations. our anxieties and 
fe:us. He lived with our hatred and spite, 
our contempt and scorn, our thoughtless- 
ness and disrespect. Yet His "'courtesy" 
(love) toward us is everlasting, totally of 
grace. His kindness is more infinite than 
thc universe. His thoughtfr~lness (for we are 
ever in His thoughts) toward us is greater 
than the deepest oceans. His gift of in- 
finite mercy and salvation is beyond our 
co~~lprehension. 

An Englishman, Hilaire Belloc, contem- 
plating the sublime value of courtesy once 
\\,rote: 

"Of c.ourtesy - it is much less 
'I%ctn coctrage of heut-t or holiness. 
Yet in my ccolks it seems to nle 
T11nf file Grare of God is in Courtesy." 

FEATURES 

ENERGY CRISIS 
KATHY KOOLE* 

Not a truly unique idea is it? It scenls 
that everything we do is connected with 
today's energy crisis. Turn on the radio, 
read the newspaper, listen to the people 
around yon and evenone you hear has 
something to say about o r~r  lack of energy, 
\ly concern has little to do however with 
petrole~~m, heat or the cqlcctricity problem. 

Have you ever considered the fact that 
the church today faces a real energy crisis? 
Scripture always is a reminder of thc battle 
for the child of Cod. Church history ~ilso 
has cnnstantly t a ~ ~ g h t  thnt the church thni 
the ages has stniggled against the powers 
of darkness. 

It seems strange h a t  where battle is 
c~gjng the soldier has left off his clothing 

"Kathy is a menrber of mrr Hope Churcli 
in Walker and a h  a m n b e r  of their Sr. 
Young People's Society. 

of amour, doesn't it? But you say the 
battle has wearied us and our strength is 
wei~kening or more boldly we can say that 
the I~attle has lessened. Now is the time 
in history when me can enjoy a bit of 
the victories won by those who have toiled 
beforc us. After all the church has reached 
:I time when hrr warfare has waned and 
pcrsec~~tion is a thing of the past. Now is 
tht. time to save our energy for the day 
\\.hen real power is necessary. If relax 
now we can rest up to be reody to take 
o ~ ~ r  weapons when the need becomei 3p- 
parent. 

I.et us be assured however that tile Devil 
docsn't wait until we are ready to be amled. 
IIc fires us with temptations n~ld allurements 
when we are the least ready. 

Further, i f  you think for a minute the 
Chi~rch has time to relax today consider a 
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few things that present dangers to you and 
yollr yorlng pcople today. Allow yourself 
to indulge in litcratr~re of any kind and you 
will lei in^ all about adulterolls sex. Sit in 
front of a television for about hvo pro- 
gram.. and your knowledge of how a thief 
and mr~rdcrcr operates will incrcase at  a 
surprising rate. If you let yourself be 
friends with anyone, you might Gnd your- 
self agreeing with them that authority of 
state and govemmcnt need cleaning up so 
let's rebel and picket The list is endless 
and you know just how long that list is to 
you personally. 

Since the way of least resistance is always 
the way nature follows we too find our- 
selves guilty of relaxation and generally 
flowing with tho line of traffic. In this 
position we find the least criticism and 
most companionship. 

Obvious enough it is to the child of God 

that this line of traffic is not on the 
straight and nirrrow road, rather a finely 
decorated and tinslcd hig11w;ly that dis- 
tracts us from looking further down the 
road to its utter destruction. 

For the most godly person in the world 
it takes spiritual strength and energy to 
struggle to keep one's foot from dancing 
out of the path and along with the un- 
restrained steps of the world. 

Note that if we exert energy to take up 
our Bibles and bend our knees in prayer 
each day we would find a lot more strength 
within us desiring to fight against our old 
natures and the world around. Even as an 
athlete finds llimself able to endure and 
run with daily practice so also our spiritual 
running becomes easier as with proper 
spiritual practices we fortify these weakened 
human natures. 

"A PRUDENT WIFE I S  FROM THE LORD" 
SUE TERPSTRA* 

In thesc days of the Women's Liberation 
and Equal Rights movements there is 
probably no occupation more looked down 
upon by the world as that of the house- 
wife. Even the ndjectives usually placed 
before the name of the occupation - com- 
mon, ordinary, "plain old," tell of its im- 
portance to many today. In magazines 
especially meant for the women of today's 
world, there is hardly an issue that passes 
by that has no story of what one nroman 
has done to make her common, ordinary 
life as a 'blain old" housewife more 
meaningful. Even the advertisenients boast 
in loud print - "You've come a long way, 
Baby." Nowadays there is really no woman 
who has to lose out in the job market be- 
cause she hasn't the intelligence to enter 
college. The day of the vocational school 
is here, and with it comes the offer to earn 
a high salary with more specialized and 
lcss difficult education. Women are en- 
couragcd more and more to pursue a career 
and climb the "ladder of success" right 
along with their male peers, and even in 
------ 
'Sue is (I inrzrnbcr of our llope Cllurcl~ in 
Walker. She rrttends Hopes Sr. Yotrng 
People's Socirzty. 

some cases to fight them to the very end 
in order to obtain equal status with equal 
pay. And those who have made it to the 
top in business, medicine, and a host of 
other fields almost pity the women "stuck 
at home with a 11uncl1 of bawling kids." 

Sometimes it  almost seems as though we, 
too. go along with the feelings of the 
world toward this seemingly humble and 
unimportant occupation. Girls it seems are 
no longer praised for the virtues of the 
Christian mother, but are scanned for 
talents in the direction of the business 
\vorld. In fact, an intelligent girl who de- 
cides to marry and raise a family instead 
of pursuing a career 'rst and then working 
her family arollnd it is almost considered 
foolish a t  times. Even women who are mar- 
ried and have children already seem to 
think that they arc not useful enough in 
the position they have and seek outside in- 
terests. Those who have no small children 
at home anymore are persuaded to take 
jobs to "keep busy." Sometimes it really 
does sccm that we, too, look down upon 
one of the most rewarding and blessed 
positions a woman could possibly gain. 

The Bible speaks in many ways of the 

BEACON LIGHTS Three 



blessetlnrss of I~einn :L God-fearing wv&e 
and mother. Even Solomon, a man with 
many, many u.ives realized the worth of 
a virtuous woman, when he wrote the words 
of Pmverbs 31: "\irho can find a virtuous 
woman? for her price is far above rubies 
. . . . Strength and honor are her clothing; 
and she shall rejoice in time to come. She 
openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in 
her tongue is the law- of kindness. She 
looketh well to the ways of her household 
and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her 
children arise rtp and call her blessed; her 
husband also, and he praiseth Iier. hlnny 
daughters have done virtuously, but t11o11 
excellest then1 all. 'Favour is deceitful and 
beauty is vain: but a wvoman that fearcth 
the Lord, she shall be praised. Give her of 
the fruit of her hands; and let her own 
works praise her in the gates." Seldom to- 
day would a woman who finds her fulfill- 

ment in the keeping of a housellold Iiem 
wvords of praise such as these. but now as 
never before. she deserves words such as 
these. 

It  is still true that God has given some 
women positions of a different nature in 
the church. Not all have been caIled to 
be wives and mothers, just as many women 
have not been called to become teachers 
and workers in other varying occupations. 
But when God calls women to be house- 
wives, and mothers, who labor in the home, 
they must not be discouraged in this d l m g ,  
as if it were a disgracefill occupation, and 
the "dead end" of the career girl's life, but 
rather encouraged to seek their fulfillment 
in the ways of the God-fearing woman wlio 
finds her usefulness in the raking of the 
Covenant seed and her business in the 
work of the Church. 

LETTER FROM NEW ZEALAND 

Young People. plense read this letter fm 
this 16 year OM boy in Xeui Zealand. He 
requests the B w c o x  L I G ~ S .  the rnagazine 
published b y  the Young People's Societies 

2% the Prdestotlt Reformed Chrirches, lie 
o UW like to r ~ w ' t e  solneone frorn OUT 

church,  the fore  1 ccould like to ask some 
r oung people to write trim. He lm already 
Leen sent the December and Jarmnry fsnuaP 
of BEACON LIGHTS. To rmke sttre that 
someone writes, please ccrife or cnll rile if 
y w  do so. Tile letter shotrld be sent air 
mnil or it takes too long to reach Aim. 

Thank-you, 
JIM V. O., Ed. 

Anthony Vooys 
40 I\TeIlingtm Road 
\\7ainuiomata, New Zenland 
17th January, 1974 

Drnr Sir: 
I wvould like to receive a sample copy of 

the magazine BEACOS LIGHTS which is 
published by the Young People's Societies 
of the Protestant Reformed Church. I am 
sure I will be pleased with it and that 
later I will subscribe to it. I ;in1 sixteen 
years old and attend IVainuiotnatn I-Iid~ 
School. I gadnated last year, but will be 
;ittencling the High School again this year. 
Later, maybe nest year I plan to go to 
College and would like to go to a Christian 
College in the U.S.A. if i t  were possible. I 
wvor~ld very much like one day to ~ i s i t  

rlmerica, maybe reside there. I enjoy 
writing to people and would like to have 
a penpal in America. 

hfy father receives the Stc~ridurd Bearer, 
and I also read and enjoy this fine maga- 
zine. We used to go to the Dutch Refomled 
Church here in Wainuioinata. but two years 
ago after a g e a t  and painful ordeal in dlis 
church, in which these churches in New 
Zenland and Australia fell further into 
apostasy, my family and n few others left 
the church. Sly father now receives tapes 
every week from the Protestant Reformed 
Churches in America (sermons as well as 
radio tapes) and together with another 
family we meet and listen to these tapes 
every Sr~ndny. 

I t  is summer in New Ze;llancl no\\. i~nd 
we :Ire in the middle of our holidays, 
actually on Saturday the 19tl1 we wiill he 
Ienving on our vacation wvldch wviU be for 
two weelis. \j7e \%-ill be camping at various 
spots ttp north, and I am hoping that I 
will bc able to do some fishing. 1 tnrst 
that you have read my letter, and that you 
will send the sample magazine to me as 
soon as is possible. Nope to hear from you 
soon. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
ANTHONY VOOYS 
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ON GOING TO CHURCH 
MRS. H. HOEKSEMA 

The (led canle to church t o h j .  
I didn't see tlint he come in. 
Right next to inc - tcithout delay - 
He scrt, rcitk quite a friendly grin. 
Before 1 lmd the time to pray 
And ask the Lord to keep from sin 
And wuy-t~wrcl thmcghts that often stray, 
He inched quite close and lnn1~11ed my  shin. 

"Why do tltose slouchy people there 
.ittenrl this clturcli? They iust don't fit 
With people of refinement rare: 
See nU the crrdene.s.9 they cnnitl 
Aren't Christians knorcn b!l roltnl t h y  

ccear?" 
He asked. M y  prayer, e'er strrrfed, quit. 
T l r ~  sclcicc Itad - to m y  despair - 
Bepin  before I uttered it. 

1 f Z o w ~ d  and sternly turned my head 
To listen and to make a d .  
Witla strong soprano uoice I k d  
The op'ning song. "Thut man there sends 
TJ~F shiters down ,,I!/ back," he said. 
" I  only like n coice that bletuls," 
The dmil tollispered. And instead 
Of prciis~, nt!/ so111 toit11 nialice rends. 

'-Y(tr!'ec herrrtl God's law before," he smiled. 
"It toot~ldn't hzrrt yocc if you planned 
Tlte talk you'll give that wa!lward child 
In Sti nday Scitool. I understand. 
The Lcwd toill. too . . . How can that mild 
Young girl weor clothes like thd?" 7 fanned 
.\ly fuce in haste, for he beguiled 
Me into 1119sing GoXs comnlands. 

1 resolutely closed my eyes 

rind toU tlw deuil now to leaue 
M y  troubled soul dune. "I p i i ~  

The pasfor's prayer, a rare tqm'eve 
From earth-bound thoughts I s h o d  

despise," 
I soid . TIE devil mered .  "BeUeue 
Jle, otlwr peopk's sins comptise 
Far greater scope o f  guilt. Don't grieve." 

I rotrsed. The serrimn I d  begun. 
From now on I wulrld listen well. 
He inrdged. "Thut tot is huving fun. 
His nwthc7 con't control him well. 
She doesn't know how it is done; 
His father's dozing, I can tell. 
For shame!" he cried. "Why don't yorr shun 
Th0.w foR who lei tlreir child rebel?" 

111 c o i ~ & - r ~ o n  then I 
'Tmi made me miss the preachds text! 
Jlooe ooer. YOU I caiit abide." 
"-411 right," he said, "but I'nr perplexed. 
Ymrr j>rencl~cr finds big wmds to hide 
The fact he's not prepared. IVlurt next? 
He's gaining toeight. Why don't you chi& 
Him sometime som1.2". . . J l y  .mu1 was vexed. 

"A3lEK," fhe prcaclrcr said "You spoiled 
Jly worship service. How I hate 
Your mil grii~l" He ieered, "I foiled 
Ymrr pbri to worship so sedate; 
You needn't haoe become anbroiled 
In an the thing9 whereof I prate. 
I found you easily despoiled." 
'Twas true. Clear~~e, Lord, tcitlt iirercy grecrt. 
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vs. ERROR 

REV. ROBT. C. HARBACH 

Dr. Skill 
Christiann's eldest son, hlatthcw, took 

sick one day, adding to the burdens of his 
widowed mother. Xlatthew's father wiu no 
more there to watch over and warn his son 
against the ten~ptations of young ~nanhood. 
It was not easy for Christiana to be both 
father and mother to her son. Actually, she 
doted on him, and to the extent that she 
could neither see nor suspect any evil in 
him. But for a long time running hc had 
been elposing himself to many dangers. 
Now he lay terribly sick Dr. Skill was 
called in, and he could see that his patient 
"had been tampering" with his daily and 
"nothing but wholesome" diet. His lit& 
brother, Samuel, innocently gave him away 
when he recalled how, in passing Beel- 
zebub's orchard, they had looked at the 
fruit which hanm over the wall of the .. 
estate. Unknown to tl~ern, they were look- 
ing at "the \ * ~ I I C  of Sodorn," "of the fields 
of Gomorrah." Then it was that Matthew 
had pullet1 clown some of the fruit 2nd 
raten it. 

Many a Xlatthcw has slipped unobtrusive- 
ly (trespassed) illto a librnrirrm erotica, 
there to be taken unawares with n deathly 
sickness. For, 3s Dr. Skill had wnrnecl, 
"Xfany had dicd thereof." But hnd poor 
Matthew never been warned of such subtle 
dangers? Was he so naive and igr~ora~it of 
the ways of the world? I t  could not be, 
for he had the nook of Proverbs and the 
first three chapters of Genesis, which 

alone are warning enough. But there he 
was litid I I ~  with the Grippe. The doctor 
said his sickness was hamartiagenic (from 
the N T  hamartos) sin-engendered, and that 
he had been tampering with what could kill 
him, unless he got it off his conscience and 
out of his heart immediately. So Dr. Skill 
opencd his satchel and bottles to make n 
potion, which, however, proved to be too 
weak. It was made in a solution of the 
blood of a goat, the ashes of a heifer, some 
hyssop juice and a sprinkle of bitter herbs. 
This had no effect. Then the doctor pro- 
duced a medicine really "to the purpose." 
Using strange terms, as physicians always 
do, he said this was essence of a came 
ct sanguine Chrish'. The prescription, neatly 
typed out by the apothecary, read, "Fasting. 
take three pills three times daily, with n 
promise or two, in half a quarter of n pint 
of t l ~ c  tears of repe~~tance." This alone 
made hlatthew well and put l h  back on 
his feet again. This alone is proof of God's 
love. "Unto Him that loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood" 
(Rev. 15). "The heathen might trace God 
by acts of bounty rather than acts of 
vcnge;lnce. But . . . thou cnnst not say, God 
giveth me riches, therefore He loveth me; 
or sertdeth me poverty therefore IIe hateth 
me. No, He may give these things to His 
enemies, and deny them to His fricnds. But 
you may undoubtedly conclude, He lovcth 
me, for He hath washed me from my sins. 
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Clear this once, and you have a full a t ~ d  
concluding proof of God's sprcial love to 
you" (Thomas Xlanton). 

The f n ~ i t  of Beelzebub's orchard - there 
is no fruit that sits so painfully on the 
stomnch as this fruit! Trouble is, Beelze- 
bub's orchard is so harmless-looking that 
i t  is not recognized for what it is. There 
is the modem university, the ' 'he  arts" 
college - recognize Beelzebub's orchard? 
The same vines are interhvinecl around thc 
magtwine stand and the 'browse-a-bit" 
store. (Remember the man uith the nluck 
rake?) There is that e x - e ~ s i v e  pile of 
"rock-n-roll" rccords - f n ~ i t  "plnshed" from 
B.O. (Beelzebub's orchard). What are "rock" 
fan< listening to? Some of it is put in 
ballad fonn, as a piece called "Ticket," 
which has a girl singing, "FTe said that 
living with me was bringing him dow~i - 
yeh-eh-eh! He would never be free when 
I was around." Digging behind the song, 
you find it is "a love song of toclay about 
a groupie." The devil's B.O., it is hoped, 
is enough to turn you sickish gcen.  

But how inexcusable it  was for \latthe\v 
so to have become a tick man. For he had 
the advantagc of the combined ministries 
of Evangelist. I-Ielp, Goodwill. Interpreter, 
that of the four shepherds, Knowledge, 
I\ratchful. Experience and Sincere, as well 
as the competent Dr. Skill. Today these 
pastors are looked upon in the church com- 
munity as belonging only in the pulpit. 
They are put down as not having the 
ability to deal ~ 4 t h  the complex problems 
of their peoplc. There they rnrtst defer and 
rcfrr these "spccial cases" to outside highly 
specialized professional help. But the 
senrants of the Lord above. noted k r i o ~  
human nature, the inclinations of their 
people, the sins they arc in rnost danger 
of, the temptations most liable to. Thor~gh 
plain men, nith not much in the way of 
genius, they do, with long hours of study, 
nith some experience, with life-long ex- 
pert reading and research, with soletnn, 
awful, sleepless interest, cotnc to fitness to 
advise and counsel in matters of the soul. 
How oftcn they could truthfully say to an 
aching bIatthew, I warned you of it! I told 
you plainly many have died eating of that 
delicious, but deleterious fruit. 

So, good b i b l i d  counsel will advise that 
when sin against conscicncc and heart 
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leavt. one guilt-ridden, tlc.prrbsc-rl and 
broken dotvn, trothing \\ill stet ntntters rigltt 
but frarlk ad~nissicln of sin, :untl prompt ap- 
plications of the presc'riptio~r of the C r c ~ t  
Physician and Ilis appointed prepariitions. 
Richzlrd Ba\-tc.r c.otinsel\ 7'lrc. Refornlml 
Paytor: "\i'e r1111rt I)(. re:trlv to "ivc ntl\,ice 
to those that come to us with c.14es of 
eonscience . . . .A minister is not only for 
public preaching, but to be ;I kno\\n cottll- 
sellor for thcir sottls. as t l ~ c  lawyer for 
their rstates, and the physician for thcir 
bodies . . . . .\nd because the people ;ire 
gourn ~~nacr~uaiated with this office of tltc 
ministry, and their own necessity ;lncI tll~ty 
therein, it belongs to us to acqui~int ~hctn 
herewith in such cases and to press them 
publicly to come to us for advice in sucl~ 
cases of great concernment to their souls. 
\Ire must not only lw \\illing of the trouble, 
but dcnv it upon o~~rseloes by inviting t l ~ c ~ n  
hereto. \\hat abnnclancr of good we 
might do, could we but bring our people 
to this!" (John Knos Press, Ricl~mond, \';I., 
1956, p. 52.) It mas Paul who said, "And 
I myself also am persuaded of you, my 
brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, 
filled with all h~owledge, able also to :id- 
monish one another" (Rom. 15:14), nlld 
Calvin, commenting on this says, "The 
Romans (Chrjsti'ms) who were ;tbundantly 
endowed with kindness and skill in giving 
advice, were fully enabled, according to 
Paul, to exhort and encourilge each other 
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without rtxceiving ;~ssistance from nny other 
ql~arter." 

This also is appropriate: "From a Inas- 
tpr to an apprentice, when leaving his 
sewice and entering into life for himself 
. . . . 'I II;I\TC endeavored to warn and 
ro~lnsel you against those evils \vhich your 
inesperienced eye was e.uposed to, and 
tlirrct and encourage you in the principle 
. . . wltie11 . . . lay the foiindation for a 
happy and r~srf~il life . . . . \\'atch over 
the natural appetites of the body. Let 
not those .senses which \\-ere designed to 
aclministrr innorrnt pleasures lxcome in- 
centives to sill. The sensitive affections 
have so far ovrrpowered reason and con- 
scirnce in man, that the Scriphlre can fu~d 
no \\-ord morc fit to describe his fallen 
statr . . . than flesh; and, believe me, it 
require?: all the assistance that piety and 
reason can affonl, to keep them in due 
si~bordination. Be chaste and virtllous, not 
only in converse and behavior, but in the 
clispositions of your mind. Indulge in no 
lascivious thoughts or looks, and run not 
unnecessarily into temptations thereunto. 
Yo11 b o w  how great a flame the fire of 
lust indulged may kindle. Observe the 
inj~~nctions xvl~icl~ our Lord and Savior has 
five-n concenling the governlent of the 
ryes (see Matt. 5:28), and imitate thc wise 
e~ample  of Job (31:l) and David (Psalm 
119:37) . . . . Be also sober and temperate 
in the use of diet and drink. Every degree 
is excessive . . . which renders you in- 
tlisposed to action and exercise of body and 
~nincl. Particularly, let no company en- 
rage you to exceed the bounds of reason 
. . . . A peremptory refusal or hvo at 
fird \\+I1 ever frce you from their solicita- 
tions, hnt msy compliance will encourage 

their repeated assaults upon your . . . 
virtue." (Quoted by Arthur W. Pink. wl~o  
omitted a credit line, fllnliehing only the 
di~te, Nov. 1752.) 

And then this good counsel to another 
Slatthcw is a must. "Where you are. you 
see more of the glittering vanities of this 
world in a day than we do in an age, and 
are gro\rrn more and more in love with 
then] or dead and dying to them. I hope 
dead and dying to them, for they are poor 
things, and perish in the using. Be sincere 
and hrtmble, and choice in your company, 
always either getting good or doing good. 
Your acquaintance, I doubt not, increaseth 
abroncl, and accordingly your watch must 
be . . . . 'He that walketh with wise men 
shall be wise' . . . . Your improvement is 
our joy. Be sincere and serious, clothed 
wit11 humility, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord; and when you heve 
don(, i~ll, be saying, 'I am an unprofitable 
senrant.' It a-as good advice of a moral 
philosopher. 'In yollr converse with men. 
distrust.' But I must add, 'In everything 
towards God, believe.' Expect temptation 
and a snare at every turn, and wdk ac- 
cordingly. We have a good cause, a \.:in- 
rluisl~ed enemy, a good second, an exha- 
orditlnry joy. For he that overcomes need 
not desire to be more happy than the 
second and third chapters of the Revelation 
speaks him to be. I would have you re- 
deem time, for, hearing the Ii'ord it1 

season and out of season, your other studies 
will prosper, never the worse, especially if 
you could return immediately from it to 
thc closet a&, without cooling diversions 
(occurring) by the way." (Written by Philip 
Henry to his son, Slattheu~ Henry, the 
famolts commentator.) 

CONTRIBUTION 

Satan Knows Love When He Sees It 
PETER A. HOEKSTRA* 

And Satan catne to visit thc sons of men our yollng, we love them. Do we not give 
and asked them, "why do you loathe your them everything that they want? Do wc 
young?" not send them to schools where is found 

.hd they said to him, "We do not loathe the latest in equipment and supplies and 
where they are given unlimited opportun- 

*Peter is a member of oursoufheost Church. ities, instead of to a small christian 
He teaches Jt'nior High 

DO wc not allow them to dress in the latest Cltisiian. 
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f;~slliol~s of t l~c  desiyicrs? Do w c  not allow 
thrm to discuss freely wit11 us 'what is 
wrong with doing this or tliat'? Do we not 
aid their miiiuring proccss by nllo\vi~ig them 
to argue with us? Do we not have them 
become more rormded in their education 
by watching good movies with them? Do 
we not allow then1 to go ~msupenrised to 
sporting events? Do we not teach them 
responsibility by giving them a large al- 
lo\vance and Ict them do with it what they 
wish? Do we not teach them how to get 
the mos? out of the government so life is 
made more easy for them? When they get 
into trouble i ~ t  school, do we not take 
their defer~selcss side against the teachers? 
Do we not show them how to make life 
more beiirablc by giving wild parties? Do 
\ve not make it possible for them to have 
a car SO that thcy can enjoy a little privacy 
away from us to clo what they want to do? 
Ilo we not stop bothering them about 
whether or not thcy have learned their cate- 
chism? Do we not pmise them for a good 
cl~oir perform~ince or program everi if they 

just mouth the words and not sing \rfitl~ 
heartfelt expression? Do we not show  then^ 
that we can much better prepare ourselves 
for the Kingdom by attending sports events 
rather than societies, conferences, or st~ldy- 
ing? Do we not teach them how to cl~oose 
between the lesser of two evils, for ex- 
ample, going to a movie instead of perking? 
Do we not leave home so they cnn have 
the entire house alone for a few hours? 
Do \ve not allow them to listen to the 
music they want to listen to? Do we not re- 
frain from censoring their reading materials? 
Do we not d l o ~  them to have the friends 
they \$-ant? Do we not teach them that by 
using birth control they can provide for tl~eir 
children as well as or maybe better than 
we did for them? Do we not show tlieni 
how to amass earthly goods by having both 
parents work? Do we not allow thcm to 
direct their own lives? Don't we? M'e do 
all or most of these things. We love our 
children." 

.and Satan answered them, "\\'hy do yo11 
loathe your young?" 

FUTURE P R O T E S T A N T  REFORMED TEACHERS 
AND MINISTERS 
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GLENDA DOEZEMA 
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By REV. G. LUBBERS 

"PRAYER NECESSARY FOR CHRISTIANS?" 

Str.~nge Ql~cstion! 
Pra) csr ntcess.iry for Cliristians? 
I t  is not the way the Heidelberg Catc- 

c h ; ~ i i ~  .isku the question. Had you already 
noticed tl~,it it is different? How well arc 
you instructed in Questions 110, 117 of the 
Ileidelberg Catechism? Take a chair, and 
come a little closer, and open you Psalter 
and read Lord's Day XLV. 

So,  it is not a question at all whether 
Christian.; are in nvcd r ~ i  payer. -4 pinch 
of salt like tlie song. "Standing in thr need 
of Pr,~yc.r" \\.ill not help you much to nn- 
dcrstand this deep spiritual problen~ and 
reality! \Vhat \ve need is the drep. Ilasic 
instnlction of thr Script~~rr i  as Ili-icfiy 
nirn~ntd r ~ p  in tlir C,~tcchisni on this point. 
This Catechism has stood the test of the 
ases; its i~lstruction on this point is roc!;- 
bottom like Gibraltar. 

Yes, a strmge \way to put the question. 
Pmyrr necessary for Christians? lT11y is 
this so strange? For the simple reason 
that the spiritrlal nature of the reborn 
Christian is sucli that to be a Cl~ristiai~ 
and not to pray is i~npossiblr. It is tnle 

that we can in a limited sense ask "IS 
prayer necessary?" You can ask this as an 
academic question. But in the deep spirit- 
ual sense you can not leave this an open 
question; it is not really a question open 
for debate. And above all this is not a 
question which \i-e debate with unbelievers. 
\\re do not cast this question in the open 
forum of public opinion, in a certain 
r-or poprrli, w x  Dei. 

For pra>er is a holy art which is taught 
us  by grace! \Ve breathe because we are 
ali\e. \Ve breathe in order to continue 
living. Thus also we pray because \we are 
ri.l~orn in the Lord; however, we also pray 
in order to have more life and the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer is a holy art; it is the secret of 
h e  Lord to His people. 

It  is the art of those who arc tanght of 
Cod to pray. 

From the heart! 
0 0 0 0  

There is a reason for the I~oly mnst of 
tlie Christian's praying! 

Thr I-Icidelberg Catechism asks the ques- 
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tion: Wliy is prnycr necessary for Chris- 
tians? 

It is nssun~ctl that prii?;er is a must, a 
necessity. You know, youthful readers, that 
the word "~~ccessity" means "cannot cease." 
Oh, you did~<t? Well. look it up in your 
Dictionary - in that lnrgc Dictionary. NOW, 
isn't that something? \Vhy cannot a Chris- 
tian stop praying? \\'hy do Cod's own 
elect cry unto God day and night, all 
through their pilgrimage days upon earth? 
What is the secret of that praycr-life? Do 
you know the secret in your own life, dear 
reader? I-Iave you ever asked the Lord 
Jesus to teach you to pray before you 
recited the "Lord's Pmycr"? Jesus' disciples 
asked this mercy of the Lord: Lord teacll 
us to pray as John did to his disciples! If 
you are a reborn child you will yet do that 
very thing some day, wvhen you learn to 
ask, seek and h o c k  without ceasing and 
with hearty sighing of yorlr soul. You xvill 
thrri say witlr :i Jncob at Pcniel: 1-ord, I 
wvill not let 'I'hee go except Thou bless 
me! 

Firstly, you will then learn that the 
chief expression of gratitude to God for 
Ilaving saved you from so great a death 
tinto sucl~ n wvondcrful salvntion is prayer. 
Yes, you will then also learn more and 
more thnt one ct~nnot really express his 
heart in prnycr if it is not a heart which 
loves the Law of God. Only when one 
has learned profoundly to put off the Old 
hfan of sin, and to put on the New bran 
in Christ. will one be able to speak of the 
chief part. \Yhen we have the lesser ex- 
pression of the keeping of the command- 
ments, as practicnl life of thanksgiving, will 
we rcvel in the chief part of thankfulness 
wvhich is espressed in prayt~r. 

Yes, that is the secret of prayer. 
It is from the heart, to he certain. How- 

ever, it is from a profollndly thanlihl 
heart. 

Secondly, only those who ask in prayer 
\\-it11 hearty sighing receive from the Lord 
more gnce, richer gifts of forgiveness and 
s;~nctification a ~ ~ d  sweet pence kind blessed 
consolation. Those who Iiaw~e receive 
more! Thc Lord grants more grace of the 
Holy Ghost only to those who ask for this 
pace  and are sincerely thankful for the 
I.ord's former mercies to them. 

Yes, prayer is a holy must! 

For all Christians, young and oltl. 
Amen! 

0 0 0 0 

Therc are no prc-requisites for prayer. 
You do not need to do any kind of work- 
religion before you can pray! 

Now, yo11 did not notice this did yon? 
You did not notice the difference between 
requisites and prerequisites. If you did 
not, you are like many other Christians 
who never really saw this difference. 

Briefly stated: a prc-requisite is solne- 
thing yon must do or hnve bcfore you can 
pray. This is clear from a brief look at 
that large  diction;^^. B I I ~  rc.q~ti.ritc is some 
qual ie  wvhich hck~r~gs to tllc vcry tl~inp 
itself. The tnnslation "belongs to" w0111d 
be far better when we read the original 
German, "\\'ass gehort su." The Holland 
tritnslation follow\.s the Gern~u~l! 

What must be the spiritud clunlifici~tions 
of the man wvho is praying in such it way 
that God is pleased with his prayer and 
hears and answers him? 

h good question! 
It is also a blessed :rnd necessary self- 

esanlination of our own act of :~ppro;iching 
the throne of grace . . . . 

Really the three things which arc nccc!s- 
sary for a true praycr, which h e l o ~ ~ p  tn 
the spiritual fibre :~nd fabric of such a 
pr:q-er are the same three elcmerits which 
are necessary too for self-esiimi~~utio~r be- 
fore we come to the Supper of the Lord. 

Three requisites, three "what-belongs to" 
prayer. 

Yes, this is thankfulncujs. It meiins that 
from the heart we pray to the only true 
Cdd as He has revealed Himself in His 
word in the face of Jesus Christ, ;IS the 
God of all grace and glory. Yes, it must 
be from the heart that wve pray. It must 
not be mere lip senpice, a people that 
honors God w\~ith their lips but whose heart 
is far from God. It must not be a shan~, 
hypocritical prayer to be seen of men, but 
it  must be to the Father which seeth in 
secret and wvlio will reward openly. 

Sucl~ is requisite, the first! 
Ilowvever, we must iilso deeply and pro- 

foiil~dly know our needs when we comr 
to thc throne of grace and to thc mercy- 
seat. This must be emphasized. Ilnd you 
noticed that this is taught in Question 117? 
Oh, do look it up, read it ct~refr~lly, I)rrl?;cr- 
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f~~ll!. i~nd memorize it so that you will re- 
n~cmbt-r it when yon rise at midnight to 
secl Cocl'\ fi~cc.! Ah, these needs are for 
hot11 body ;ind soul, and they ever vary 
with the circumstances. But they arc eve1 
very real against Satan, world and our flesh. 
Be not deceived by the wiles of the Devil. 
The! will be very real, sometimes de.sper- 
ately rc-al, even up to the ver). portals of 
heaven crr we breathe our last breath. 

SIICII is reqr~isite, the second! 
.\nrl we must also believe that God is 

faithful and just. He will not hear us 

for our worthiness sake, but only for His 
mercy and tnitll's sake. He will hcar 11s for 
Christ's sake! That we must believe when 
we pray. It is tile ground of all our prayers; 
it is looking unto Jesus who has entered into 
the holy place before us as the forerunner. 

The requisites of true prayer! 
The anchor within the holy plncc. The 

anchor holds. 
Let the angry surges roll. 011r  frail little 

hark is tempest swept. 
God is faithful and just in Christ. 
: h e n  and . h e n !  

CURRENT EVENTS AND COMMENTS 
BERTHA DEN HARTOG 

Really trying to conte up with an in- 
clr~sive, conclusive cotnmcnt about the 
e\.c.t~ts that c ~ ~ r r m t l y  seen1 to be besieging 
11. sccms ;~lrnost imposible. \Ve could vie\\? 
IVatcrgatc ant1 very literally shake our 
hratls in horror. \Vlio's to blame really 
dot*sn'l sccln to mattcr much anymore, we 
ju5t starc: at the amount of grimy blame 
t11;;t's 1wc.n j ~ ~ s t  I,elo\v the surface all along. 
0l)titnisb nlay glorify our government in 
that it redce~ns itself by allowing the grease 
to surface h11t we wonder at our naivete 
hec;~usr \ve thought the gold paint meant 
there was so~nethh~g more than ugly tin un- 
drrnc:~th. \Vc'\,e 1m.n had and there really 
isn't any denying it, so do \ve just lai~lent 
oilr state or join the general mudslinging 
for \\*hatever satisfaction; or mhat? 

\\'inter isn't csactly bright with promise 
ii11c1 even though the white page of the Sew 
Yt=.~r ha$ illst emerged we find a lot of 
suspicio~~s smudges on it already. There's 
the gas shortajir, the energy crisis and in 
short o i ~ r  spirits seem ready to bun1 ou t  Of 
LOII~P we could rub our hands with glee 
~ I C C ~ I I S C  the ultimate destruction \ve havc 
spoken of so often, seems at last to have 
overtaken 11s; I ~ u t  somehow the satisfaction 
leaves 11s with a sour taste in our mouths. 

We nrc Christians, in the world but not 
of it. \ire arc a separate people, a light 
shining in the darkness that cannot be snuf- 
ftcl out. Our Christianity raises us al>ovc 
thr mire here helo\\, and we Find that we 

can rejoice and be escceding glad in t l ~ e  
face of persecution. In the prevailing des- 
penition and disillr~sionment we li;~ve Paul's 
words echoing "I h;~vc learned in what- 
soever statc I am therein to be content." 

Yet, i s  that all tl~ere is, our own persom~l 
comfort? Have we forgottell thi~t i~ city set 
on :i hill cannot I>c hid. In our apathy as 
a nation we share the blame of \Vi~tergate. 
.b Christians we must invcsligatc our o\\n 
lives to insure t l~a t  the double st;u~tlnrds and 
superficial morality haven't also hecome the 
salvc for our consciences. The prcsent state 
of affairs is not a sudden r~ncxpcctcd devel- 
opment; it is nlerely an overflow of dirt, dirt 
that we've allowed to persist perlinps be- 
muse it has i11w pervaded our lives. 

What can wc as Christians conclude and 
learn from all of this. \Ve must realize that 
the corruption involves us more than \i.e 

like to think, \x-e are after all products of 
the environment that we have allowed to 
perpetuate. \\'e \vould do well to in- 
vestigate whether our spiritual lives are 
built on sandy foundation lest the winch 
destroy us as well. \lost of all we nlust let 
our light shine l ~ f o r e  men, not smugly for 
sin is sonlething our own lives arc also re- 
d ~ ~ n d a n t  in, but r~nwaveringly and undiluted. 
\\'e must daily recommit our lives going 
beyond material concerns to the pattern of 
our S;ivior. Then and only then will there 
he nn end to bleakness and nt l  ultirnnte 
rnuse for rejoicing. 
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from, for, and about our churches 
JEANNE KARSEMEYER 

From our Loveland Church: 

1lc.v. ;ultl \ I n .  D. Ellgelsrn;~ \\,c*rr. hlc.\\ed 
\\-it11 1I1c. I>irtll 01' ;I c I ; l ~ ~ g l ~ t ~ r ,  C;tr:t l ~ l i z ; ~ l > c ~ t ~ ~ .  

1'11~. Yo1 I I I ~  I'cwple's Socii,l!* 511~111<r1rc~cl 
;I Si~lg\pir; t t io~~ OII F1.1)ru;ir~. I to raiw 
monc y lor 1 I 1 ( 8  ccl~~vention. 

From our First Church: 

Thc* ~~~c~rnl,c>rshil~ papers ol XIr. ; I I I ~  \lrs. 
Da\.id l ic , r l~~~l .~l  \vcrc tr;un~tc~rrc.tl ((1 our 
1;aitll Cli~~rc.ll in Jenison. 

Jlr .  ;111cl \ I rs. I ~ L C  \';~nder \ ~ ~ Y * I I  ; I I I ( ~  tli[.ir 
thrcc. I>;tptiwcl chilclren, Id;), ll;~lph. ;Inti 
Randall. II;I\.c 11ccn received ;I> ~llc.~ul)rr. 
from tlic. Hcvcrly Christian Hc*forrn:.tl 
Clnurcl~ of (:rand Ibpids. 

From our Hope, Walker Church: 

r\ I l i~ l ) t i \~~l i~l  ct%rtificate ol' dis~~li\\:tl 113s 
1)cc.n he111 to hlirliarl IIeyl>oc*r ;II  Ili\ rt.- 
cltlcst. 

\Ir. ~ I I I C I  \ I n .  John \ I .  I I I I ~ Z ~ . I I ~ ; I  \v:rc 
I>lcssrd \\f i t11 ;I son, \\'illiar~l Scott. 

hIr, ; I I I C I  \lrs. Don Lot tc . r~~l i l~~ i111tl tllrt-e 
Ix~ptizc*tl chilclrc.11 \trere rcoc~i\~t.tl ;IS I I I ~ ~ I ~ I -  

I~c*r>, co111i11:: I'rom our Sonth\\~i-sl (:l~llrrl~. 

From our South Holland Church: 

Frorn our Hull Church: 

From our Holland Church: 

\Ir. ; I I I ~ ~  JIr,. E. Korterine tvcrc. I,lcab\c.tl  

\\-it11 ;I clallph tcsr on 1)rcrmber 1.3. 

hlr. ;11rc1 \ I n .  Robert \\'intlemt~llc.r re- 
ceived fro~n the Lord a t1;tuulltc.r. 

-111 I~~sl,iritlic~~lal mrt.tiny for all Il~ca so- 
rietic.5. hl>onsc~rrd by the l1c.11'~ Socivty. 
\\.,IS held 0 1 1  \Ionclay evening, J ; I I I I I ; I ~ ~  7 .  
Smmin;lri;~~l 1. Slopsema spoke at  t l r c .  mrSc.t- 
inc: a sori;ll horlr follo\ved. 

From our Hudsonville Church: 

I\ 13e;lco11 I.iglit 5ingspi~rtio11 \\.;IS ht.Id 
~ifter tlrc evrning srn.ice of I:c.l,rl~;~ry 3. 
Special n1111il>ers \\.ere a s axop l~on~  solo by 
Bnlce I.~~l>l>crs, and R VOC:II t111t.t I)y Sid ;tnd 
Scott \lic.clc.ina. 

From our Doon Church: 

\lr. \\'c.srly Ilr Croot ant1 Ilc~al~.r \';ill 

IIrll 'fop \vtBrr united in t11c Ilol!. I>ontls 
of 111;1rri;igt>. 

BEACON LIGHTS 'I'll irtccvr 
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