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Editorial

Be Afflicted, and Mourn,
and Weep...
He Shall Lift You Up

by Randy Vaalburg

“ Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflicted, and
mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.” (James 4:8-10)

chiefly members of the early church of the New Testament period. He referred to them as

“sinners’ and “double minded” because of their outwardly corrupt lives. Those addressed
placed too much value on earthly pleasures and worldly friendships and were caught up in the pursuit of
material things. James admonished them to put an end to their evil actions, purify their hearts, and be
sincere before God. Then they could seek to please Him.

We must not think the commands have no relevance for us. Just the opposite is true. The commands
go out to al of us, for we all have been born and conceived in sin and have transgressed all of God's
laws. Each child of God must confess “For the good that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not,
that | do” (Rom. 7:19). This confession is not only to be made by believing adults or more mature Chris-
tians. It istrue that we come to a more conscious knowledge of what sinful creatures we are as we grow
older, see more thingsto repent of, and are more likely to repent of some things than when we were
younger. Yet, the inspired commands of James apply to young adults and children, too.

The apostle’'s command “Be afflicted...” isinteresting. Most of us can easily remember atime when
we were being afflicted somehow. The affliction, or hardship may have involved someone close to us
passing away or maybe it was the pain we felt when being mocked by classmates—persecution for
righteousness’ sake—perhaps when not giving in to peer pressure at school. We were going through
hardship in spite of ourselves. We were not asking for it, but it came upon us. Here, however, the word
affliction is used in acommand, “Be afflicted...” Submit to the will of God, painful asit may sometimes
be! Note that James explicitly commands “ Submit yourselvesto God” earlier in the text (vs. 7). Some-
times the act of submitting to God can be an affliction because doing so is contrary to the nature of our
sinful flesh. However, we must “despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correc-
tion” (Prov. 3:11).

How isthe child of God called to submit here? By mourning and weeping: “Be afflicted, and mourn,
and weep...” In self pity? No, the mourning and weeping is to be over the awfulness of our sins and the
rampant wickedness all around us committed against our Heavenly Father. Proof for this can be found by
referring to another passage where the same word “mourn” is used. In the sermon on the mount, one of
the beatitudes was “ Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted” (Matt. 5:4). The word
translated mourn here is the same word in the original language as the word “mourn” in our text. Liter-
aly, it meansto grieve. In the beatitudes, Christ described righteous attributes that must characterize His
people: poorness in spirit, meekness, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, etc. In possessing these,
by the Holy Spirit's work in and through us, we will be blessed. To mourn or grieve over our sinsisa

T hose inspired commands came from the mouth of James, the brother of Jesus. He addressed
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righteous act. This kind of mourning is referred to in the beatitudes. Thisis also what our text in James
speaks of. Grieving over sinsisavirtue of all of God's people, even asit was in the parable of the pub-
lican who beat upon his breast because of sorrow for his sins (Luke 18:13).

In contrast to submitting to the will of God, the “double minded” scorners experienced empty “joy”
and indulged in sensual pleasures. Their laughter showed how they deceived themselves, savored their
sins, and denied God's judgment. They were living their lives the exact opposite of those who put on
sackcloth and ashes. Jesus Himself tells what just judgment will come upon those that laugh and live in
impenitence. To the self-righteous Pharisees He proclaimed “ ... Woe unto you that laugh now! For ye
shall mourn and weep” (Luke 6:25). Undoubtedly,
these scorners laughed not only about their evil ways,

but about the wickedness all around them. All of us, at All of us, at one time or
one time or another, have gone along with the crowd by another, have gone along
either laughing at a cruel joke or rebellious attitude, or with the crowd by either
by not speaking out against sin as we should have. . .

What spiritual joy we have when our Faithful God laughing at a cruel joke or
shows us our sin! He brings us to repentance that we rebellious attitude, or by not
put off unrighteousness and delight in His righteous- speaking out against sin as

ness. Thirsting after righteousness will bring us to
speak in love against sin to a brother or sister that is
wakinginsin.

All the sins of God's elect have been paid for by the effectual work of Jesus Christ on the cross once
for al. “Why plead forgiveness then? Our sinsare al gone,” one might say. Not so, “ O wretched man that
| am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?’ (Rom. 7:24). As sheep, we regularly go astray,
al of us going our own way. We would not want our lives to become like that of King David when he
lived in unrepentant sin for atime. His painful spiritual, emotional, and physical condition was the result
of sin upon sin that he had committed and was able to hide from himself by self-deceit for atime, but was
unable to hide from our al-knowing God. Finally, David was ready to “halt” or literaly fall down on
account of sins not repented of that had piled up and now were “continually before” him (Ps. 38:17)!
Instead of allowing sinsto “pile up,” daily confession of them before the Most High will allow usto more
and more hate our sins so that we may be able to say with the psalmist “1 will set no wicked thing before
mine eyes: | hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me” (Ps. 101:3). This confession
is evidence of agodly sorrow over sin. This godly sorrow will work in us much spiritual joy.

As mourners over our sins, we will be “blessed” and “comforted.” How will we be blessed? And how
will we be comforted? We will receive blessed comfort when the Spirit reminds us that because of
Christ’s perfect work, our sins have been removed infinitely far from us. “For as the heaven is high above
the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. Asfar isthe east is from the west, so far hath
he removed our transgressions from us’ (Ps. 103:8-12). By mourning over our sins, we humble ourselves
in the sight of the Lord. He gives rest unto our souls. The Lord takes our heavy burden in exchange for
His easy yoke. By humbling ourselvesin His sight, He will hear us, for He hears the desire of the humble

(Ps. 10:17). And, by humbling ourselvesin His sight, He

I —— will lift us up! Not so that we may enjoy a state of pride.
by humbling ourselves in His Instead, that we may praise our merciful Lord with the
. T psalmist “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto
Slght’ He will lift us up! thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth’'s

we should have.
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Fruitful Branches

Teaching Christ
In the Catechism Room

by Rodney Kleyn

Scholarship Essay for 2000
Central to al catechetical instruction is the
teaching and preaching of Christ and His
cross. The reasons for this, the “why?’ of
teaching Christ in the catechism room, are two. First,
Catechism is preaching, and second, covenant children
are taught in catechism. The way that Christ istaught in
the catechism room, the “how?’ of teaching Christ in
catechism, isto teach the history and truths of Scripture.
All of these center around and point to Christ.

Before welook at the “why” and “how” of teaching
Christ in the catechism room, we must understand what
ismeant by “Christ” and “teaching Christ.” By “Christ”
in connection with teaching we mean especially what is
said by the Apostle Paul in | Corinthians 2:2: “For | de-
termined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified.” Here Paul is speaking of his
ministry and preaching among the Corinthians. He points
out that the content of the gospel is Christ and hisbeing
crucified. Thiscrucifixion of Christ whichisthe content
of the gospel points out to us especially two things. The
first is the sinfulness of our nature. Christ, the Son of
God, had to diein order to pay the pricefor our sins. The
second thing it pointsto is the great mercy and love of
God in delivering us from sin and in satisfying for our
sins. As Romans 5:8 says, “But God commendeth his
lovetoward us, inthat, whilewewereyet sinners, Christ
died for us.” When we speak of preaching and teaching
the cross of Christ, these two things must be on the fore-
ground; first, our sin and misery, and second, God' sgreat
love in the death of Christ. One further truth must be
taught in connection with preaching and teaching the
cross of Christ; that is that those who are purchased to
be God's children by that cross must live as God's chil-
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dren. The holy life must be taught to the
catechism students.

The first reason why we must teach
Christ in the catechism room is that cat-
echismistheofficial preaching of the Word
to the children and young people of the
church. When we say that catechism isthe

catechism is the official
preaching of the Word to the
children and young people of
the church.

official preaching to the children, we mean that it be-
longs to the official duty of the church to instruct and
teach the children of the covenant. To be sure, the duty
of instructing children does belong in the home. There,
children must be brought up in the fear of the Lord. But,
it isalso the duty of the church, asinstitute, to officially
instruct the children of the covenant. The church does
thisin catechism. Thisinstruction isthe official work of
the church by her appointed office bearers. That thisin-
struction belongs to the duty of the church institute is
clear from Scripture. In the Old Testament the church
received instruction from God to teach her children. In
fact, great emphasis was placed on this aspect of the
church’s duty. In Psalm 78:4-6 the church, “lsrael,” is
givena“law.” That law isthat they should make known
the works and words of God to their children. This re-
sponsibility waslaid on the church in the Old Testament.
This same responsibility rests on the church in the New
Testament. Jesus commissionsthe apostles, and through
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them the New Testament church, to feed hislambs (John
21:15-17). The duty of the church isto give official in-
struction to the children of the church. This official in-
struction which the church gives is nothing other than
preaching, and thus, the content of thisinstruction isal-
ways Christ and him crucified. The children of the church
must be shown their sinfulness, the great love of God
for repentant sinners, and the way that the people of God
should live.

The second reason why Christ must be taught in the
catechism room isthat the children being taught are cov-
enant children. The children who are taught in the cat-
echism room are sons and daughters of confessing mem-
bers of the church. They are baptized children, and thus,
organically considered, are members of the church and
of Christ. Our Heidelberg Catechismis explicit on this
point. In Q& A 74 we read that children, “aswell asthe
adult, are included in the covenant and church of God,
and..., redemption from sin by the blood of Christ and
by the Holy Ghost, the author of faith, is promised to
them no less than to the adult...” This same clear lan-
guage concerning the membership of children in the
church is used by Jesus when he says, “ Suffer the little
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of
suchisthekingdomof God” (Mark 10:14). Becausethese
children are covenant children, and thus members of the
church, Christ must be taught to them as their Savior.
The children must be taught that the cross of Christ, his
death and suffering, was for them. They must be shown
their sins, their salvation in Christ, and the way of alife
of holy obedience and thankfulnessasforgiven children.

The best way to answer the question of “how?”’
Christ isto be taught in the catechism roomisto look at
the material that is taught to covenant children, and to
see where Christ and his cross are in that material. The
catechism materials used in the Protestant Reformed
Churchesare agreat aid to the catechetein teaching and
preaching Christ to the children. Up until the eighth
grade, Protestant Reformed children are taught Bible
history, both from the Old and New Testaments. In all
this Bible history, Christ and his cross are central.

In the material that is used to teach the children the
Old Testament, Christ isalwaysin view. The catechism
book used to teach Old Testament history to sixth and
seventh graders is titled, The Unfolding of God's Cov-
enant Promise. In lesson 2, after describing the fall of
Adam and Eve, the Catechism book gives the covenant
promise as it is found in Genesis 3:15, and then asks,
“What is so important about this Bible text?’ The Cat-

echism answers, “It is the first announcement of the
promise of the gospel.” The catechism book then takes
this promise as the theme and central idea of al itsin-
struction on Old Testament history, and shows how this
promiseisunfolded throughout the Old Testament inthe
preservation of the line of the woman all the way to the
coming of Christ. The catechism also shows how the
many deliverances of the Israglitesin the Old Testament
point ahead to the salvation that is ours in the cross of
Christ. The Catechism asks questionslikethis, “ Of what
were David'svictoriesover all hisenemiesatype?’, and
then answers, “ Of Jesus victory for His people over sin,
the devil, and the wicked world.” The New Testament
history also centers on Christ and hiscrossin al itsin-
struction. These good catechism materials give the in-
structor in the catechism room great opportunity and help
in teaching Christ to the children in Catechism. They
demonstrate that the “how?’ of teaching Christ in the
catechism room is to teach the history of the Bible as a
history that always centersin Christ and his cross.

Inthe eighth grade and beyond, Protestant Reformed
children are taught the truths and doctrines of Scripture
in a more systematic form. This is done first of all and
primarily from the Heidel berg Catechism. Thiscatechism
is a great tool in the “how?’ of teaching Christ in the
catechism room. This is clear from the general outline
of the catechism asthat isgivenin Q& A 2. The question
is, ‘“How many things are necessary for thee to know,
that thou, enjoying this comfort, mayest live and die
happily?’ The answer, “Three, the first, how great my
sins and miseries are; the second, how | may be deliv-
ered from all my sinsand miseries; thethird, how | shall
express my gratitude to God for such deliverance.” The
largest part of the catechism—27 of the52 Lord’sDays—
is devoted to “how | may be delivered from all my sins
and miseries.” Thisisthe cross of Christ. The other two
sections are linked to this section. The first, “Of The
Misery of Man,” shows the necessity of deliverance
through the cross of Christ. It brings the children of the
covenant to confess, “I am prone by nature to hate God
and my neighbor.” In this, the covenant children are
brought to a knowledge of the necessity of Christ and
his cross. Then, when they are asked, “Who the is that
mediator...?’ they answer, “Our Lord Jesus Christ.” The
third section of the catechism also centers on the cross
of Christ, for in it the covenant child is taught how to
express his gratitude to God “for such deliverance.”

In the Heidelberg Catechism, all the doctrines of
Scripture are presented as they relate to the cross of
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Christ. This is the “how?’ of teaching
Christ in the doctrinal catechism les-
sons. All the doctrines of Scripture must
be presented in their relation to Christ.
When we teach creation, we must show
that Christ, the Word, was the creator,
and also that all things were created
“for” him (Colossians 1:16). When we
instruct covenant children in the doc-
trines that concern the church,
ecclesiology, then we must teach that the
church is the body of Christ, his pur-
chased possession. When we teach the
doctrinesof thelast things, eschatol ogy,
then we must show that the goal of all
of history isthat God “might gather to-
gether inone all thingsin Christ” (Eph.
1:10). In al of the doctrinal instruction
given in the catechism room, Christ is
and must be central.

In the catechism room, Christ is
taught to covenant children. Thisisnec-
essary because the children are God's
children and because catechism instruc-
tion is preaching. This can be done by
teaching the truths and history of Scrip-
tureasthey relateto Christ and hiscom-
ing to save his people from their sins.
When this is done, the covenant child
will leavethe catechism roomwith more
than just a head knowledge of the his-
tory and truths of Scripture. That child
will go away from catechism, conscious
of his sins, conscious of his need of a
savior, and assured that Christ died for
him. Then, the covenant child will know
in his own experience that he belongs
to God, and hewill live alive of conse-
cration to God.

May Christ be taught in our cat-
echism rooms, and may thisinstruction
be used by God for the salvation of our
covenant children. [

Rodney is a member of Southwest
Protestant Reformed Church in
Grandville, Michigan.
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Content
In His Ways

C ontent in His ways? So often I'm not.

When pain overwhelms, | oft rue my lot.

hen earthly friends fail, discontent rears its
head;

Why do they help others and not me instead?

While others are wealthy, | scarcely get by;

My labor seems futile, all things go awry.

I’'m awash with self-pity, thinking everything’s wrong

When | should be rejoicing in glorious song.

orgive in Thy mercy, O Father above;
FI know what is given is sent in Thy love.
The burdens that come | do not bear alone;

My own precious Savior is still on the throne.

ive me spiritual eyes that I truly may see

G How my woes and discomforts are blessings
from Thee.

This life merely shapes me to fit in the place

Prepared by the Lord in His infinite grace;

Every child of His is a building block rare—

His church He erects as His temple so fair.

When submitting to Thy will and silencing mine

| have peace and contentment, O Savior Divine.

Thelma Westra

Gem of the Month




Story Time

The Fourth Man

A Story from the Time of the Afscheiding

by P. S. Kuiper
translated by Rev. Cornelius Hanko

Chapter 9
A Breakdown on Pentecost

(The last chapter brought us to the cattle market and
gave us a picture of the importance which market day
occupied in the lives of the Dutch. We also met again
our old friend, Aalte Boer, thefish peddler who attempted
to sell rotten fish on the market. By doing this he got
himself and one of the town policeinto trouble. It seems
asif the author has now given us sufficient background
to know what life was like in the Netherlands, for in this
chapter heturnsto a discussion of eventsthat took place
in connection with the Seccession of 1834. We are also
introduced for the first time to Gijsbert Haan, a leader
in the seccession, and later a prominent figure in Hol-
land, Michigan. Hewasinstrumental, perhaps morethan
anyoneelse, in persuading the settlersin Holland to leave
the Reformed Church of America to which they had joined
themselves under the influence of Van Raalte. Hence,
Gijsbert Haan was one of the fathers of the Christian
Reformed Church.)

cost were past. The days had been cloudy and
toward evening of Pentecost Monday aheavy
downpour began to beat upon the towns of Goes.

Only when extremely necessary did one venture out
upon the streets and lanes of the village. That extreme
necessity usually arose when one desired to visit the
nearest tavern, which was never far away.

If that were possible, the country roads were quieter
and more forsaken than usual. There was, therefore,
something mysterious about the covered farm wagon that
was coming from Loosdrecht and was approaching
Hilversum?® at this strange and late hour of the night.

The seven weeks between Easter and Pente-

Sweating heavily, the lean horse labored to drag the
wagon through the thick mud, encouraged from time to
time by Jan Donker, the young farmer who held thereins.

“This is no good for Pleun,”? he complained to
Gijsbert Haan who sat next to him on the wagon seat.

“If he cannot make it, then we will do the work our-
selves,” the other answered determinedly. The struggle
of Pleun also troubled him as a farmer who had a heart
for horses. “We are wearing our best clothes,” the driver
cast back at him.

“Do you gtill have a dry stitch on you?’ the other
jokingly asked.

Hereceived no answer to hisrather superfluous ques-
tion. The rain poured down and beat against them. The
canvas that separated them from the loading space was
drawn aside and the heads of two other Hilversumers
made their appearance.®

“Where are we?’ asked Tijmen Grootveld, whose
eyes tried to penetrate the darkness. Both men on the
wagon seat hesitated a moment and then admitted that
they did not know exactly where they were. “Do you
two want to sit in the back while we sit on the wagon
seat?’ offered Gerrit Meijer. But Jan Donker turned this
down with the remark that Pleun would then become
entirely confused.*

“Fortunately thisis the last time,” he assured him-
self and the others.

“Asfar asthetrips to Loosdrecht are concerned we
agree,” Gijsbert Haan answered slowly, “but the real
thing isjust begun.” His companions nodded in all seri-
ousness and remained silent.

Jan Donker pulled up hiscollar abit higher and stared
into the night. Once more, as so often before, he made
al the events of the recent past to passin review before
his mind.

In 1813 the Netherlands was freed from the French
tyranny.®> He had experienced that when he was still a
child. Many in thefatherland had eagerly hoped that the
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return to freedom would befollowed by areturnto God's
Word. They had been bitterly disappointed. The French
may have been driven out, but their wrong ideas about
“liberty, equality and brotherhood” had, to a great ex-
tent, remained.® The king of the Netherlands, spurred
on by hisofficials, had involved himself in the affairs of
the old Reformed church and had established it as“ The
Netherlands Reformed Church” in a “workable” man-
ner. “Freedom of doctrine” was also introduced.’

By far the greatest number of the members of the
old fatherland church had put up with all this. The king
had, after all, done this with the best of intentions. Yet
God caused the eyes of a small portion of the Nether-
lands populace to remain open and to see the apostasy
of the church and the king’ swrong assumption of power.
A number of important individual sbelonged to that small
part of the populace. They tried to bring the church back
to its proper course, but they worked from within the
denomination.2 But many of the common folk saw ever
more clearly that the corruption in the church had worked
its way so deeply into the members that nothing but a
secession was the proper solution, if they were to be
obedient to God.

Finally it happened, two years later, in 1834 in
Ulrum, aprovince of Groningen. A very ordinary minis-
ter, Hendrik de Cock, after having struggled in vain for
yearswith the high-minded “ church officers,” had sepa-
rated from the Netherlands Reformed Church.® Two
weeks later the minister in Braband, Hendrik Peter
Scholte® followed with his congregation of Doeveren
and Genderen. The secession could no longer be stopped.
As a purifying fire it swept over the Netherlands. No
province was passed by, and at the end of 1835, there
were almost eighty separate congregations organized.

Two years later they had held their first synod in
Amsterdam.

For years there had been a group of believers in
Hilversum whose eyes were opened to see the apostasy
in the church. Since their unorthodox minister, Rever-
end Reinier, had come to their town from Hellendoorn
out of Lexmond, they felt themselves drawn to each other
even more than they had been during the ministry of
Rev. Reiner’s predecessor, Rev. Van de Broek.

Asif it had happened yesterday, Jan Donker remem-
bered that October day of the previousyear when Gijsbert
Haan came to tell him that in Loosdrecht a secession
congregation had just been organized. The Secession had
now suddenly come near to them.

BEACON LIGHTS

During the weeksthat followed therewas much dis-
cussion and praying. One was more quickly “ready” for
such extreme action as secession than the other. Each
one knew that a secessionist must expect scorn and con-
tempt, loss of friends, and sometimes even worse. But
God's Spirit had driven them upon the way of obedi-
ence, and on the 15th of December twenty one confess-
ing members and six baptized members had separated
themselves from the church at Hilversum under the in-
spiring leadership of Gijsbert Haan.** Jan Donker and
hiswife also found themselves among the first fighters,
as also Gerrit Meijer.

Some had later fallen away; others had joined them;
Tijmen Grootveld was an example of the latter.

Every Sunday asmall group traveled through all sorts
of weather to L oosdrecht, some on foot, some by wagon.
Their church attendance had become aweekly pleasure,
as well for the Hilversumers as for the Loosdrechters.
Until now the opposition waslimited to gross name call-
ing.

Gradually the peoplefelt that thetime had comethat
a congregation should be organized in Hilversum. After
discussing the matter with the brethren of Loosdrecht,
Gijsbert Haan and Tijmen Grootveld were chosen as el -
ders, Gerrit Meijer and Jan Donker as deacons. Rever-
end Scholte, who like the other ministers of the Seces-
sion travel ed throughout the entire country, had expressed
hiswillingnessto cometo Hilversum on Pentecost Mon-
day for theinstallation. But Gijsbert Haan and hisfriends
feared that it would not be safe for a secession minister
to cometo their hostile village.

For that reason the ordination had taken place that
evening in Loosdrecht.

That was the reason why these four men dressed in
their best clotheswere returning home on thisdark Mon-
day evening.

Before the service they had had a long discussion
with Reverend Scholte in which he gave them all sorts
of advice concerning the future of their church in
Hilversum. “1f you do not have thefaith to carry on, you
had better not begin,” he had said. Thesewords had made
adeepimpression upon them. Humbly they had answered
yes. After ahearty farewell they had goneinto the night.
The secession had become areality in Hilversum on this
Pentecost Monday, May 23, 1836.

Jan Donker remarked that his horse gradualy was
progressing a bit faster.



Heknew thereason: The peat of Utrecht had changed
to the heavier sandy soil of Goes. Gijsbert Haan had also
noticed it.

“Now we are making some progress,” he called to
thetwo behind him. “ Get going, Pleun,” the driver urged
his horse. They were cutting right across the moor, but
the heavy downpour of rain reduced visibility to amini-
mum. Finally they came to the Narrows; the border of
the town had been reached.

Vaguely the outlines of the first farms rose before
them. Here and there a small speck of light flickered.
Pleun had exhausted his strength, and almost blindly the
exhausted horse plugged along.

Jan Donker, relieved that they had reached the out-
skirts of thetown, lost hisusual alertnessfor a split sec-
ond. Herealized too |l ate that hiswagon shifted too much
to the left and he could no longer avoid a knotty tree
root. For that they would have to pay dearly. The heavy
burdened, worn out front wheel could no longer with-
stand the heavy shock and broke in two.

Jan Donker lost his balance and fell into the mud.

Heimmediately got up however, and calmed Pleun,
which stood there on his feet trembling.

The same thing almost happened to Gijsbert Haan,
but he managed with some effort to hang on to thewagon.
In what was not an elegant manner, he let himself slide
to the ground. He was followed by Tijmen Grootveld
and Gerrit Meijer, who had both rolled acrossthe wagon.

The next moment the four men stood together in the
pouring rain, speechless from the shock. Then the voice
of Jan Donker rang in the darkness, “ The consistory of
Hilversum presents itself.” It sounded so very dry that
Grootveld and Meijer again fell against each other, but
now in laughter. Gijsbert Haan shook his head in disap-
proval. “Donker, Donker,” he said, but then he also had
tojoin in the laughter.

The cheerfulnesslasted but amoment. Together they
tried to investigate the damage, but could not see ahand
before their eyes. They stood there irresolutely. Then
Tijmen Grootveld suddenly discovered a ray of light.
They were close to afarm. “Imagine! That | believe is
the property of Ko Boelhouwer!” he cried with surprise.
“How about going thereto ask for help,” proposed Gerrit
Meijer. The others hesitated.

“Since | separated myself from the church,
Boelhouwer will hardly greet me.” Gijsbert Haan re-
marked slowly. He turned to Jan Donker. “You know
him quite well, don’t you? Does not his daughter work
for you?” “Indeed, and Klartje is area help to me. |
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know Ko as an upright Christian, even though he seems
to have little interest in the secession. But | am sure that
he will not refuse help to a fellow man.” Those words
decided for them what to do.

“Then | suggest,” said Gijsbert Haan, as naturally
taking the lead, “that Jan Donker and | go to Ko
Boelhouwer while the others stay with the wagon and
the horse.” They all agreed with that.

Jan Donker patted the limping Pleun in the flank
and then walked determinedly with Gijsbert Haan,
soaked and dripping, up the driveway along the large
linden trees.

The loud barking of a dog sounded a greeting.

1 The town in which the events of the past chapters took
place.

2 The name of the horse.

3 Thewagon had acanvasdivider between the placewhere
the driver sat and the rear of the wagon which was used for
carrying loads. Jan Donker and Gijsbert Haan were sitting on
thedriver’sseat and Tijmen Grootveld and Gerrit Meijer where
sitting where the load was normally carried.

4He apparently meant that the already weary horsewould
become more confused by a strange man holding thereins.

® This was the French tyranny under Napoleon who had
conquered the Netherlands.

6 “Liberty, equality and brotherhood” had been the cry
and motto of the French Revolution.

"Whileup to thetimethat Napoleon had ruled in the Neth-
erlands, the Netherlands Reformed Church wasthe church of -
ficialy supported by the government, and whilethisremained
true to a certain extent after the overthrow of Napoleon, still
the government now changed its policy and allowed for diver-
sity in doctrineswhich were different from and contrary to the
official teachings of the Netherlands Reformed Church.

8 The men referred to here belonged to a movement com-
monly called De Revell, or, The Revival. They insisted on re-
forming the church from within and so refused to go along
with the Seceders.

° Actually, the decision to separate had been made by the
entire consistory of the church in Ulrum, including the elders,
deacons and the minister. They had done this by adopting an
“Act of Secession,” thetext of which can befound in my book,
“For Thy Truth’s Sake.”

1 Thiswasthe minister who, afew yearslater, led aband
of Secessioniststo Americaand settled in Pella, lowa.

1 Here Gijshert Haan is introduced. He is the man who
later moved to the Dutch colony in Holland and was influen-
tial in leading the settlers out of the Reformed Church in
America. [J
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Pastor Profiles

Rev. Jason Kortering

edited by Kris Moelker

ev. Jason Kortering was born in Holland,

RMichigan on January 15, 1936. His parents

were Justin and Edith Kortering. Justin

Kortering was a buttermaker who worked at the Artic
Ice Cream Company.

As ahboy, Rev. Kortering enjoyed building models.
Now he enjoys photography as a hobby.

Rev. Kortering attended the christian grade school
and high school in Holland, Michigan. After high school,
he attended Calvin College and the Protestant Reformed
Seminary.

As a teenager, Rev. Kortering didn’t have to deal
with peer pressure because he was busy working and
studying.

After they married in 1919, Rev Kortering's parents
left the Reformed Church in Overisel, Michiganto travel
to California. His father wanted to use his trade as a
buttermaker to make money and see the world. Over a
ten year period, his parents moved from one city to an-
other city neglecting to attend church. Through his
mother’s persistence, they finally moved to Holland,
Michigan.

Oneof Mr. Kortering’s coworkerswas so impressed
when she read a copy of the Sandard Bearer, that she
gave it to him to read. The Lord used this to lead Mr.
Kortering to start reading the Sandard Bearer and all
the Reformed literature he could obtain. Soon the
Korterings became members of the First Protestant Re-
formed Church of Holland.

Having led Mr. Kortering to the Reformed faith, the
Lordinstilled in him adesire to see his son called to the
ministry. It seemed that this was not meant to be when
his firstborn son suffered permanent brain damage from
spinal meningitis. But four years later, Rev. Kortering
was born. Even as ayoung boy, Rev. Kortering was en-
couraged to desire the ministry. He had to speak loudly
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at the Sunday School Christmas program and sing loudly
likeaminister would. He even had to play the piano like
aminister would. Through al this, hefelt the call of the
Lord to pursue the ministry.

Rev. Kortering was 17 years old when the split of
1953 took place. He had made confession of faith only
few months before. His father was in the consistory at
the time a motion was made to suspend the pastor be-
cause hewas not abiding by thedecisionsof ClassisEast.
Rev. Kortering remembers vividly how the people who
witnessed the court case in Grand Rapids were ruthless
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and hateful of each other. It made him resolve never to
put a church through a court case no matter what the
cost.

Rev. Kortering wasthe only student in the seminary
during his three years of study. At the end of his first
year of study, Rev. Ophoff suffered a stroke which made
it impossible for him to continue teaching. Seminarian
Kortering would visit him occasionally and also pick
him up for Rev. Herman Hoeksema's Dogmatics class.
Rev. Ophoff and other ministerswould sitinonthisclass
and make it more interesting especially since Seminar-
ian Kortering was the only student. During Seminarian
Kortering's second year, Rev. Hoeksemaand Rev Ophoff
would constantly argue over their differences concern-
ing the inspiration of the Bible. One day it got so bad
that Rev. Hoeksema told Rev. Ophoff that he would no
longer be allowed to sit in on Dogmatics class, and if he
didn’t stop arguing, he couldn’t cometo school anymore.
Seminarian Kortering had to take Rev. Ophoff home.
Two giants differing with each other made a BIG im-
pression on Seminarian Kortering because they both
would not give up. He agreed with Rev. Ophoff then,
and still does, but of course he never told Rev. Hoeksema.

While he was a seminarian, Rev. Kortering married
Jeanette Faber who was a member of First Protestant
Reformed Churchin Grand Rapids, Michigan. They were
married on June 11, 1957. The Lord blessed their home
with five daughters, al of whom are married, and have
given them 24 grandchildren. Rev. and Mrs. Kortering
“have grown in love for each other, a love which has
stood the test of raising a family and also meeting each
other’s needsin aforeign culture for ten years.”

In September, 1960, Rev. Kortering became an or-
dained minister of the Word in the Protestant Reformed
Churches. His first charge was in the congregation of
Hull, lowa where he labored until 1966 when the Lord
called him to Hope Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
In 1970, he was called to return to our church in Hull,
lowawhere helabored until 1976 when hewas called to
go to Redlands, California. He served as pastor of Hope
Church in Redlands until he was called to Loveland,
Colorado in 1979. The Lord called him to labor in
Loveland until 1984 when he was called to serve the
new congregation in Grandville, Michigan. In 1992, the
Lord called him to become Associate Pastor of Hope,
Grand Rapidsto serve as Minister on Loan to the Evan-
gelical Reformed Churches of Singapore.

One of Rev. Kortering's most memorable experi-
ences in teaching catechism occurred on a Saturday af-
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ternoon in Hull, lowa. Some of the children were wait-
ing between classes and rang the doorbell. They were
all excited because they had found arabbit in the bushes.
Rev. Kortering decided to check out the situation and
noticed that it was a pregnant female rabbit. When one
of the children poked her, she jumped out of the bushes
and began to drop newborn bunnies along the edge of
the lawn. That took care of rest of class period.

Rev. Kortering's first graveside funeral was on an
unbearably cold January day in Hull, lowa. Funeral ser-
vices were usually done outside and consisted of a
graveside service and acommittal. Sinceit was so cold,
they had the service in the farm house. At the end of the
service, the funeral director suggested that they also do
the committal inside the house. Rev. Kortering had no
ideawhat acommittal was, and had to ask the man what
he meant. All the funeral director could remember was
that the minister would say something about dust to dust.
He hadn’t received any seminary training about funer-
as, and he was so embarrassed.

Some of the congregationsin which Rev. Kortering
labored were hurting because of the split of 1953 or other
difficulties. Rev. Kortering’sgreatest joy wasto see how
quickly theseissueswereresolved and how God restored
peace and vitality to the congregations.

Rev. Kortering remembers other controversies that
our churches have faced such as hymn singing, divorce
and remarriage, and other issueswhich synod has had to
deal with. None of them have been as major as the split
of 1953.

Rev. Kortering's advice to young men considering
the ministry isto search your heartsto be sure that God
has called you to this work. You will be able to endure
al difficulties. God has promised that He will enable
you to do whatever work He givesyou to do. Thosewho
desire the ministry for the wrong reasons will not make
it.

Rev. Kortering has not been around our young people
much in the past ten years. From what he has seen, he
says “they appear very normal, but they may take too
much for granted the many privilegesthey have of Chris-
tian homes, schools, and churches. They are a VERY
privileged youth.” [

Kris is a member of Hope Protestant Reformed Church
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Devotional

Watching Daily
At My Gates

by Cornelius Jonker

July 1 Read Genesis 20:1-7

After the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham went
south to acity called Gerar in theland of the Philistines. Once again
this hero of faith fell into the same sin to which he succumbed in
the land of Egypt by introducing hiswife as hissister. Asaresult of
this half-truth, Sarah was taken into the king’'s harem. We may ask,
how can thisbe? How could Abraham participate in this subterfuge
that would surely lead to terrible consequences? He was to be blamed
of course, but look at our own lives and actions. How often do we
falter in our walk of life, fearing that we might be reproached for
our faith? God shows usthat even the most holy and righteous saints
fall into sin, and although we may not excuse Abraham’s unbelief,
yet it is a comfort to know that God in His electing grace shows
mercy to us as he did to Abraham. May the preaching of the gospel
today cause usto fall at the foot of the cross pleading only the mer-
itsof our Savior asthe ground of our redemption. Sing Psalter 280:1-
3

July 2 Read Genesis 20:8-18

It is always a sad thing when the world has occasion to reprove
the child of God for some sinful word or deed. Sarah and Abraham
both received and deserved this reproof from Abimelech. Instead of
relying on God to protect and care for them as He so often demon-
strated in the past, Abraham succumbed to alack of faith in God by
betraying hiswife. We must not place Abimelech on a pedestal asif
he was blamelessin this event. Abimelech had awife, and although
he was a king, had no right to seek more for his carnal desires. We
must learn from this to avoid all manner of deceit, lies, and half-
truths. Complicity in evil aways has consequences. It brings shame
to the Church and the cause of the Lord. God turned away this sin
and He also forgives our sins in the way of repentance and forsak-
ing them. It isall of grace, undeserved grace, for the sake of Christ.
Cling to Him in faith and strive to walk in godliness. Sing Psalter
362.

July 3 Read Genesis 21:1-8

A great and joyous event isrevealed to usin this passage. A son
is born to Sarah and Abraham. It is a wonder of grace, a miracle
child to be sure, as we read in Hebrews 11 that Sarah “was deliv-
ered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him
faithful who had promised.” God always keeps Hisword. His prom-
ises never fail. It is so comforting to the church to know that al-
though man’s efforts are vain, God’s ways are sure and He sover-
eignly maintains His covenant. Isaac is atype of the spiritual chil-
dren of Abraham (Gal. 4:28). Heisachild of the promise, afruit of
faith, and pointsto the greatest Wonder Child of all—our Lord Jesus
Himself, born to avirgin. Parents, do you realize what a blessing it
isto bring forth seed of the covenant?Young people, do you realize
what a privilege is yours to be born in a covenant home? Are you
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ever sullen or angry when parents or elders admonish you for a
rebellious attitude or behavior at times? Listen to them, pray for the
grace of obedience and thank God for your place in the church.
Sing Psalter 213:1-3.
July 4 Read Genesis 21:9-13

We read here of the pending removal of Ishmael and his mother
from the home of Abraham. The occasion was the mocking of |saac
by Ishmael which Sarah herself observed. We are not told in what
form this mocking took place, but it obviously consisted of ridicule
and jeers of disrespect directed at |saac. Sarah insiststhat Abraham
send them away and although Abraham was greatly troubled at this,
God approved it and confirmed it to Abraham. In Galatians 4 this
event is allegorized to show the contrast between natural and spiri-
tual Israel. Some commentators maintain that 1shmael was arepro-
bate because of the contrast, while others hold that according to
Gen. 17:20 he was elect, although the covenant line continued in
Isaac. But God in Hiswisdom determined that | saac wasto be reared
in an environment of spiritual peace and harmony. Thisisalso what
we must strive for in our homes that an atmosphere of peace and
brotherly kindness may prevail. Sing Psalter 360.
July 5 Read Genesis 21:14-21

In obedience to God’s command, Abraham sends Hagar and her
son Ishmael away and they wandered in the wilderness. On the sur-
face this may appear cruel, but they were not driven out as fugi-
tives. The desert can be an inhospitable placeto live, but Hagar and
Ishmael had Egyptian blood flowing in their veins and were no
strangersto this environment. However, the water, which Abraham
had furnished, ran out and Hagar in desperation placed Ishmael ina
shady spot and gave him up to die. Didn't she remember God's
promise to her that He would make of Ishmael a great nation? It
appears not. But God’s promises never fail. His angel appeared to
her saying, “fear not,” and miraculously provided water; and God
waswith thelad so he could grow and develop in that land. We may
expect broken promises from men. The Lord’s promise that He will
be a God to us and to our seed forever, will not, and cannot be
broken. Trust in Him alone and by faith cling to that promise. Sing
Psalter 416:4, 5.
July 6 Read Genesis 21:22-34

We read that Abimelech proposed a covenant of peace with
Abraham. By experience he knew that God waswith him. Abimelech
had earlier seen the visitation from God when he took Sarah. He
knew that Abraham was empowered to beget a son in his old age
and also that he possessed over three hundred servants who were
experienced in battle. Abraham agrees to this covenant of friend-
ship, and in the process reproves Abimelech for violently stealing a
well of water. In the providence of God, we too live in an ungodly
world and daily we deal with its citizens. We may never compro-
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mise our principles, but as Romans 12:18 instructs us: “If it be pos-
sible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” Then
we read that Abraham called on the name of the Lord, the everlast-
ing God. This name denotes the eternity of God. It isdifficult for us
mortals to comprehend eternity. This is just one of the awesome
attributes of our great God. He is also our Father for Christ’s sake
and loves us in Him. Because of that love, we are enabled to love
Him and our neighbor. Cherish that love, people of God, and strive
to cultivate it. Sing Psalter 252.
July 7 Read Genesis 22:1-8

We have seen instances when Abraham’s faith was very weak,
especially when on two occasions he introduced Sarah as his sister
instead of hiswife. Our passage today shows Abraham at the pin-
nacle of hisfaith. God directed him to sacrifice his son Isaac for a
burnt offering at a distant mountain and he immediately complied
by rising early and setting out on this journey. Just think for a mo-
ment of the implications of obeying this command. Isaac was a
miracle child born to his parents in their old age. He was the child
of the promise through whom the line of the covenant would con-
tinue until it culminated in the promised seed, Christ Himself. How
could the Messiah come if Isaac was sacrificed? Abraham had to
wrestle with these problems for three days, yet he put his trust in
Jehovah, believing that God was able to raise | saac from the dead.
A most severe test of his faith, but it was God's work from begin-
ning to end. Abraham’s faith was purified and is an example for us
to walk always in obedience to God’'s commands, not counting the
cost, knowing that He will sustain us. Sing Psalter 356:1, 2.
July 8 Read Genesis 22:9-14

Not only wasAbraham completely reconciled to God's command
to offer up Isaac, but Isaac himself was submissive and obedient,
even though physically he could have resisted and overpowered his
father. Thisisevidence of abeliever’s obedience and speakswell of
godly covenant training. Asthe knifein Abraham’s hand was poised
to slay Isaac, God counters His command and said “Lay not thine
hand upon the lad...for now | know that thou fearest God.” Did
God not know before this that Abraham’s faith would hold firm? O
yes, because it was God’s work, but Abraham must experience this
test personally. Abraham also knew that Isaac could not be a burnt
offering for sin, and so in faith he had said, “God will provide a
lamb.” God did just that. The ram provided on the mountain was a
type of the perfect sacrificial Lamb Who bore our sinson His cross.
As you hear that blessed gospel proclaimed today, thank God for
thisvicarious atonement and marvel at God'sgreat lovefor us. Sing
Psalter 109.

July 9 Read Genesis 22:15-24

Did you realize that you are mentioned in this passage of Scrip-
ture and that wonderful promises are given to you? No, you are not
mentioned by your name, but as covenant children, young people,
and adultsincorporated into the covenant of grace, you are the spiri-
tual seed of Abraham. The angel of the Lord renewed the covenant
with Abraham after the test of faith on Mt. Moriah. He promised
rich blessings, which included innumerable descendants, incorpo-
ration of believers from al nations into the covenant and that his
seed would possess the gate of his enemies. Thisis an interesting
and picturesque figure of speech. The gate of a city had to be ex-
tremely strong and well protected, and so it became a figure of the
whole city itself. If the gate gave way, the city would fall. God will
protect His people and give them the spiritual victory over their
enemies. The chapter closes with some family history of Nahor,
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Abraham'’s brother, who begat twelve sons. One of them, Bethuel,
was the father of Rebekah. Our covenant heritage is rich and pre-
cious. Let us appreciate it, promote it, and thank our covenant God
for His faithfulness. Sing Psalter 338:1, 4.
July 10 Read Genesis 23:1-2

A sad event isrecorded for usin these two verses. It is the death
of Sarah. How many of you know that sheisthe only woman whose
ageismentioned in Scripture? It’s quite possible that Scripture pays
thistribute to her because she held an important place in the history
of the church. She accompanied Abraham from thetimethey left Ur
of the Chaldees and intimately shared his wanderings and hard-
ships for nearly a hundred years. She rejoiced in the promise of
God and isset forth in the New Testament as an example of all God-
fearing wives (I Peter 3:6). Is it any wonder that we read that
Abraham wept and mourned for her? Marriage is the closest bond
in life and only those who have experienced the loss of a mate can
know the heartache and loss it brings. We don’t read of | saac’s grief
here, but we seelater that he was comforted after hismother’s death
upon his marriage to Rebekah. They didn’t mourn without hope, to
be sure, and neither do we, but, dear readers, cherish your mates,
your parents and all your loved ones and appreciate them as won-
derful giftsfrom God. Sing Psalter 281:1-4.
July 11 Read Genesis 23:3-16

Abraham must make preparations for the burial of Sarah. Weread
that he stood up from before his dead and spoke to the sons of Heth
in order to acquire a place to bury Sarah. Although Abraham had
lived in the land of Canaan for over fifty years, he did not as yet
own so much asasquare foot of ground init. The sons of Heth were
descendants of Canaan, the son of Ham, and therefore members of
acursed race. Abraham lived apart from these Canaanites although
they knew of him. He did not seek their friendship, nevertheless he
was courteous to them and they obviously respected him. They of -
fered to Abraham aburial spot of his choice as a gift, but he would
have none of it since he was determined not to be obligated to them.
The alternative was to pay full price for the land, and this he in-
sisted upon and recorded the transaction publicly. Abraham main-
tained the antithesis that God ordained from almost the very begin-
ning of history. We must learn from this. Although we are in the
world and must conduct our business with them, yet we must not
cultivate their friendship, must not mingle with them socially, but
rather seek the company of God's people. Sing Psalter 323:1-4.
July 12 Read Genesis 23:17-20

We saw yesterday that Abraham purchased land from the
Canaanites for afamily burial plot. The piece of land that he chose
was carefully selected, namely the cave of Machpelah which lay at
the very end of Ephron’s land. The name Machpelah means “the
double” and could refer to a cave with two chambers. However, it
more accurately refers to the field in which the cave was located
and then it could possible mean “the separated place.”" It was a spot
asisolated as possible from the Canaanites and Abraham in choos-
ing afinal resting place for himself and his family was determined
to remain a separate people in death asin life. One more evidence
of Abraham’s faith was his choice of the land of Canaan for his
grave. The earthly Canaan which was promised to Abraham’s seed
was atype of the heavenly Canaan, the glorious eternal home of all
God's saints. Note too that he buried his dead. We must do that too.
We do not cremate our dead in rejection of the hope of the Chris-
tian. Burial isbiblical and comforting. We are sown a natural body
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and raised aspiritual body. What agloriouswork of God uponwhich
to rest our hope. Sing Psalter 28:1, 3, 4.
July 13 Read Genesis 24:1-9

Isaac was forty years old and still single. This is not such an
uncommon situation and quite understandable as it pertained to
Isaac. First of all, being a pious and God-fearing man, hedid not try
to seek a wife from the idolatrous Canaanites; secondly, he still
deeply mourned the death of his mother; and thirdly, he bowed to
the custom of parentswho would make every effort to secure aproper
mate for their children. Abraham was determined to seek awife for
Isaac from his own godly kindred that the covenant line could be
perpetuated. His most trusted servant was summoned to fulfill this
task, and made to swear an oath that he would not deviate from
Abraham’s instructions. The servant at first was apprehensive
forseeing the possibility that a young woman might not agree to
come back with him. Abraham, with great faith, responds that God
would prosper hisjourney. Young people, who desire to marry, this
is not the custom today, but it has much to be said for it. Is your
primary motivein seeking amate apretty face and figure or ahand-
some profile? Seek your parent’s guidance, ask the Lord to direct
you, for if you go to Him, His gifts are always good and your mar-
riage will be blest. Sing Psalter 100:1, 2.
July 14 Read Genesis 24:10-21

Abraham’s servant begins hisjourney to Nahor where Abraham’s
kindred lived and, true to his oath, did not turn aside to the resi-
dents of Canaan. His entourage included ten camels, men servants
and costly gifts of jewels and raiment. Upon arriving at the edge of
the city, he stopped by a well of water and prayed to the Lord to
prosper hisjourney and show mercy to his master Abraham. What
an examplefor ustofollow every day! Prayer isnecessary for every
Christian because we confess in L.D. 45 of our Heidelberg Cat-
echism that “it isthe chief part of thankfulness which God requires
of us: and also because God will give his grace and Holy Spirit to
those only, who with sincere desires continually ask them of him,
and are thankful for them.” Abraham’s servant stood there in won-
der as his prayer was being answered before his very eyes when
God sent Rebekah in conformance to his specific request. God
doesn’'t always give uswhat we feel we desire, but He always gives
us what He knows is good for us. God had sovereignly determined
Rebekah to be | saac’swife and in Hisinscrutabl e wisdom also used
the godly prayer of Abraham’s servant to accomplish this. Sing
Psalter 339:1-3.

July 15 Read Genesis 24:22-32

Yesterday we read that Abraham’s servant stood in silent awe
when God sent Rebekah in answer to his prayer. He now presents
her with golden earrings and bracel ets and questions her further to
determine just whose daughter sheis. She identified herself as the
daughter of Bethuel, who wasAbraham’s nephew, and her mother’s
name was Milcah, the proper wife of Bethuel. She further invites
him to her parent’s home, assuring him of ample room and proven-
der, and then ran to tell her family what had transpired. Laban, her
brother, when he saw her costly jewelry wasthefirst to return to the
well. This perhapsreveal s something of his covetous nature that we
read about in later chapters, but he accompanies Abraham’s servant
and his company to their house. We want to consider for amoment
the reaction of Abraham’s servant at the well when Rebekah told
him who she was. He bowed his head and worshipped the Lord and
spoke these beautiful words “Blessed be the Lord God of my mas-
ter Abraham.” He too was a believer and couldn’t help but praise
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and worship his God. Many of you also will take these words upon
your lips in divine worship today: “Now blessed be Jehovah God,
the God of Israel, Who only doeth wondrous works in glory that
excel.” May these words echo in your heart in constant praise to
Him. Sing Psalter 197:1, 2.
July 16 Read Genesis 24:33-49

Before Abraham’s servant would partake of the meal that had
been set before him in the home of Bethuel, he said that he would
not eat until he told them the reason for his coming. His errand
there was the Lord’s business and his priorities were in the proper
order. First | will state my errand, he says and then | will enjoy
earthly blessings. How about your priorities, dear reader? Children,
do you wait until the day of catechism to study and learn your les-
son? Young people, do you put off writing that article or assign-
ment or study your society |esson because pleasure interferes? And
do you conduct your personal devotions when you are so tired that
they are not meaningful to you? We hope and trust that thisis not
the case. It certainly wasn’t with Abraham'’s servant. He told them
his business and all that transpired on hisjourney, stressing how he
pleaded with God to prosper his way. He declared to them that the
Lord Himself led him to Rebekah and how could they possibly not
recognize His hand in this and refuse his request. He concluded by
asking them to consider this with truth and kindness, and if not he
would turn in another direction. We will read of their reply tomor-
row, the Lord willing. Sing Psalter 112:1, 2.
July 17 Read Genesis 24:50-53

As soon as Abraham'’s servant finished stating the reason for his
coming there, and how providentially he was led to Rebekah, both
Laban and Bethuel immediately answered “The thing proceedeth
from the Lord: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good.” The Lord
had spoken in clear unmistakable speech, and they give their con-
sent for Rebekah to become Isaac’s wife. Again we see how
Abraham'’s servant responded in faith by worshipping God, even
bowing himself to the earth. He then proceedsto give costly giftsto
Rebekah, to her mother, and to her brother to confirm the engage-
ment. Only after this did he eat and drink and have fellowship with
them. Young people, we cannot stress strongly enough to follow
the Lord's guidance in seeking your life's mate. | have often pon-
dered why young persons must make perhaps the most important
decision of their lives, namely acquiring amate, when they are, asa
rule, relatively young and sometimes immature. Yet the Lord is
pleased to do just that. Follow your parent’s and pastor’s wise ad-
vice and counsel in this matter, young people, make it a matter of
prayer, and you will reap a harvest of blessing. Sing Psalter 185: 1,
3

July 18 Read Genesis 24:54-60

Thevery next morning after receiving permission from Rebekah's
parentsfor her to become | saac’s bride, Abraham’s servant is deter-
mined to return to Canaan with her. Her brother and mother re-
quested a delay of at least ten days before they could depart, but
Abraham’s servant would not agreeto that, so Rebekah is consulted
to see if she was willing to leave at once. We read that she simply
said, “1 will go.” Thiscertainly takes place according to the counsel
of God. He had eternally determined this woman for that man. We
don’'t know Rebekah’s age, but tradition claims that she was four-
teen years old. We believe this was an act of faith on her part. She
had to leave all that was dear to her, go to live in strange surround-
ings, and marry a man she had never met. Convinced that this was
the Lord’swill, she said, “I will go.” Young people can you answer

15



in like manner when you feel God is placing upon your heart a
specia calling? And particularly, you, young men, if you have the
qualifications and calling to enter the ministry, consider it most
prayerfully and then answer, “I will go.” Sing Psalter 109.
July 19 Read Genesis 24:61-67

This passage records the happy culmination of all the events re-
lating to the seeking and finding the God ordained bride for Isaac.
God in His providence directed every detail in this process so that
now the bridegroom and bride are ready to meet each other. Isaac
went out to meditate in the field at eventide. We are not told his
thoughts, but can surmise that he reviewed hislife thusfar, includ-
ing his miraculous birth, his place in the covenant line of redemp-
tion, the memory of his dear mother, and now his waiting for a
bride. He saw God's gracious dealings and thankfully communed
with Him. The caravan approaches and when Rebekah sees | saac at
a distance, she respectfully dismounts from her camel, covering
herself with aveil. After the servant told Isaac al the details of his
journey, | saac takes Rebekah into his mother’stent and she became
his wife. We read that he loved her and was comforted after his
mother’s death. When we wait for God's leading in our lives and
walk in submission and obedience to His will, we are blessed and
comforted and possess true peace. Sing Psalter 101:1, 4, 5.
July 20 Read Genesis 25:1-6

Abraham was one hundred forty years old at the time of Isaac’s
marriage and now we see that he takes to himself a wife by the
name of Keturah. Commentators disagree as to whether this hap-
pened during Sarah’s lifetime yet, or after her death. We prefer the
latter view for this would appear more consistent with Scripture’'s
testimony of hisfaith. He fathered six sons with Keturah and when
they were of age, he gave them gifts and sent them away from Isaac
to the east country in northern Arabia. They were not of the cov-
enant line, although God had His people in some of the later gen-
erations, for we read of Midian, Ephah, and Shebain Isaiah astrue
believers. And so we see that the line of election and reprobation
cuts through families and congregations. There is nothing more
heartrending than to see in our families or churches one who shows
no evidence of the work of grace in his or her heart, even though
they were brought up in the sphere of the covenant. We know that
God as the Sovereign Potter has the right and the power to make
some vessels of honor and others to dishonor, and then we leave it
in Hishands, praying alwaysfor submissionto Hiswill. Sing Psalter
139:1, 5, 6.
July 21 Read Genesis 25:7-11

This passage tells about the death and burial of Abraham, one of
the greatest patriarchs of the Old Testament, and fitly called the
father of believers. He died at the age of 175 years, an old man, as
Scripture says, and full of years. God made his years to be full of
everything that life had to offer. Isaac and Ishmael, his sons, buried
him in the cave of Machpelah by Sarah his wife. We also read this
statement, that he “ was gathered to hispeople." Who were his people
to whom he was gathered, we might ask? God spoke long before of
two peoples and He divided the entire human race that ever was,
and will be, into two groups. The line of the antithesis divides all
people according to eternal predestination into elect or reprobate.
Abraham, in the mercy of God, was a believer and therefore his
soul was gathered into the company of all the elect in glory. Who
are your people, dear reader, and with whom do you expect to be
gathered when you pass from this earthly life? Thanks be to God
who beholds us in Christ Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer. Let us
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ever echo thewords of the songwriter: “Nothingin my hands| bring,
simply to Thy cross | cling.” Sing Psalter 377:1, 2, 6.
July 22 Read Genesis 25:12-18

The genealogy and death of 1shmael is recorded in this passage
and true to God's word, Ishmael was the father of great nations.
God promised both Hagar before he was born, and Abraham after
he was born, that Ishmael’s seed would be multiplied exceedingly
and that he would beget twelve princes. These are the nations of
Arabia and not in the covenant line. However, we read in Isaiah
60:7 that certain of his posterity, namely Kedar and Nebaioth, were
gathered into the true church. Ishmael died at the age of 137 and we
read of him as we did of Abraham that he “was gathered to his
people.” God's promises will not, and cannot fail. He establishes
His covenant with believers and their seed and is pleased to incor-
porate into this covenant the Rahabs, the Ruths and the Gentiles,
one organic unity, the Church which Helovesfrom all eternity. For
this church Christ died. Asaliving member of that church, humbly
thank God and strive to walk in obedience to Him. Sing Psalter
207:1, 3, 4.
July 23 Read Genesis 25:19-23

Isaac and Rebekah were married for twenty years and as yet had
no children, although God had promised to his father Abraham that
his seed would be as the stars in multitude and that in Isaac the
covenant linewould develop. I saac properly resorted to the Lord in
prayer, and the Lord was intreated of him so that Rebekah became
pregnant. Because of an unusual and intensive struggle of the un-
born children in her womb, Rebekah asked the Lord what was the
meaning of it. We all know that the Lord revealed not only that she
conceived twins, but that contrary to human logic, the elder would
serve the younger, and that two nations, one elect and the other
reprobate, would be born from her. Thus we see divine predestina-
tion of al men, determined by ajust and sovereign God from all
eternity. Thisis afearful doctrine to the unbeliever, but gives un-
speakable comfort to the believer and makes him “willing and ready
henceforth to liveunto Him.” (Heid. Cat. L.D. 1) Sing Psalter 86:1-
3

July 24 Read Genesis 25:24-28

This passage covers the period during which the twins, Esau and
Jacob, were born and how they developed in opposite directions as
they reached manhood. Even at their birth, Jacob grasped the heel
of Esau who was born first. Neither of the boys was similar in ap-
pearance, occupation, or spirituality as God had foretold. Esau was
aman of thefield, arugged and cunning hunter, caring only for the
things of the flesh, while Jacob was a plain quiet man who feared
God. Isaac loved Esau. Rebekah loved Jacob. Favoritism in fami-
lies is deplorable even though Rebekah’'s motive was good and
Isaac’s not. We read that 1saac loved Esau because he could eat of
his venison, and he was quite possibly ajovia outgoing person as
well, but a God-fearing saint should not be devoted to another for
purely earthly reasons. Let us be more like Rebekah seeking out
those who demonstrate aquiet spirit and agodly attitude. Sing Psalter
271, 2.
July 25 Read Genesis 25:29-34

Haveyou ever been so hungry that you wereready to faint? There
weretimes |’m sure that you were ravenously hungry, but hardly to
the point of fainting. Scripture tells us that Esau returned from the
field and was famished with hunger when he encountered Jacob his
brother cooking a delicious smelling stew. Jacob took advantage of
Esau’'s intense hunger and insisted that Esau sell to him his birth-
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right in exchange for food, even demanding an oath to confirm it.
This of courseisnot to Jacob’s credit even though to him the birth-
right meant most importantly the bestowal of the covenantal bless-
ings of Jehovah. Esau readily agreed, so he ate and went his way
and showed how little he cared for his birthright. Young people,
God has given you a great birthright. Most of you were born into
covenant homes. Cherish this blessing and ask God to keep you
faithful in this blessed heritage. Sing Psalter 337:1-3.
July 26 Read Genesis 26:1-5

Isaac was dwelling at this time near to the Philistines at Gerar,
when the Lord in His providence sent afaminein the land. Follow-
ing the example of his father Abraham, Isaac resolved to go down
into Egypt but was forbidden to do so by the Lord, Who told him to
remain intheland where hewas. The Lord then graciously repeated
the covenant promise made to his father Abraham that He would
bless him in thisland and multiply his seed and that his seed would
possess this very land. 1saac was a man who generally was meek,
patient and trusting, although he certainly displayed some grave
errors and sinful acts. But who of us can really point an accusing
finger at him when we look at our own sins and weaknesses? In
obedience to the Lord, he stayed in the land of Canaan, trusting
Him to supply his needs. We too are not immune to the attractions
and offers of a better job and higher standard of living that would
take us away from our church and fellow saints. Let uslisten to the
words of our Savior in Matthew 16:26 “For what is aman profited,
if he shall gainthewholeworld, and lose hisown soul ?’ Sing Psalter
321:1-4.
July 27 Read Genesis 26:6-11

By dwelling near to the Philistinesin Gerar instead of sojourning
intheland apart from itswicked inhabitants, | saac exposes hisfam-
ily to the dangers that accompany such a move. Just as Abraham
lapsed in his faith by fearing for his life in the midst of aworldly
city, so did Isaac. Once again the cause was a beautiful wife whom
Isaac introduced as his sister, thereby presenting her as an unat-
tached person. However, in spite of this deception, the Lord saw to
it that nothing happened to her until one day the king observed that
their relationship was not that of brother and sister, but of husband
and wife. Finding out thiswas true, the king reprimanded | saac and
charged his people not to touch Isaac or his wife. Isaac was a man
respected and feared by the Philistines as we see later in this chap-
ter, but what a humiliating experience, and justly so, to be admon-
ished by a worldly king, exposing lies and cowardice on Isaac’s
part. We must love the truth, speak the truth, and “avoid all sorts of
lies and deceit, as the proper works of the devil.” (Heid. Cat. L.D.
112). Sing Psalter 335:1 & 2.
July 28 Read Genesis 26:12-22

After the shameful episode with the king of the Philistines, |saac
was restored by the Lord and entered a period of prosperity. We
read that Isaac sowed seed and experienced a bountiful harvest of
one hundredfold. God blessed | saac with great possessions of flocks,
herds and servants, so when we add all thisto the riches his father
left him, he was a force to be reckoned with, and the Philistines
now envied him. As aresult of this evil jealousy, they filled up the
wellsthat rightly belonged to I saac and strove for othersthat Isaac’'s
servants had dug in an attempt to evict him from their country. Water
was a precious commodity then as now, and necessary to sustain
life. Isaac most likely could have reclaimed the wells by physical
force, but chose not to do so. So he moved again and dug another
well until the inhabitants of the land ceased to bother him, and he
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thankfully praises God for Hisgracious provision. |saac sought water
for his physical sustenance, to be sure, but we believe that by faith
he saw it as a picture of the Water of Life that he desired and for
which we too must seek. Prepare yourself today so that on the mor-
row you may properly drink of that Living Water. Sing Psalter 1141,
7, 10.
July 29 Read Genesis 26:23-25

Isaac moved once again to Beersheba, the former residence of
Abraham. Thiswas quite adistance from Gerar, but still in the land
of the Philistines. The Lord there appeared to | saac and spoke words,
which were wonderful to hear. He exclaimed, “I am the God of
Abraham thy father,” implying that Heis also Isaac’s God, and that
Abraham is not dead, but living. He again confirms the covenant
promise that He will bless Isaac and multiply his seed and that he
has no cause to fear. In response, Isaac built an altar and called
upon the name of the L ord. He reconsecrated himself and his house-
hold to the Lord’s service and worshiped Him. Shall we not do the
same today in divine worship and call on the name of the Lord in
prayer?We no longer sacrifice at altars because Christ Himself was
the perfect and final sacrifice for sin. But surely as priests, we con-
secrate our livesand present ourselves asliving sacrifices of thanks-
giving to Him. May you truly be blessed today under the preaching
of that glorious gospel of salvation. Sing Psalter 374:1, 2, 5.
July 30 Read Genesis 26:26-33

Isaac received a visit from Abimelech, the Philistine king, ac-
companied by afriend and the chief captain of hisarmy. Isaac was
not impressed and said “Why do you come to me since you hate me
and sent me away?’ They state the purpose of their visit, namely, a
joint peace treaty, and answered that they had sent him away in
peace, did not touch him and did nothing but good to him. This
latter was not true of course because they filled up and stole the
wells of Isaac and strove with his herdsmen. They preface all this
by stating, “We saw certainly that the Lord was with thee.” In spite
of themselvesthey could seethat Jehovah waswith | saac, and there-
forefriendly relations with him would be to their advantage. I saac,
in response made them afeast, and after they jointly swore oaths of
peace, the Philistines departed. How doesthe world view your con-
duct, people of God? Do they seeinyou, asAbimelech did in Isaac,
that you are a child of God? Give no occasion for them to blas-
pheme the name of the Lord by your behavior, but let them see a
walk consistent with your holy calling. Sing Psalter 98:1, 3, 4.
July 31 Read Genesis 26:34-35

This chapter closes with the sad history of Esau’s bigamous mar-
riage with Judith, the daughter of Beeri the Hittite and Bashemath
the daughter of Elon the Hittite. Then we read the pathos filled
words “which were agrief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah.” Another
translation reads “they madelife bitter for Isaac and Rebekah." This
was undoubtedly intensified when he married a third wife who was
the daughter of Ishmael. Esau, we know, despised hisbirthright and
had no use for God and Hisword. To marry inthe Lord for the sake
of His covenant held no interest for him. We understand of course
that thiswas the way eternally determined for him. Despite the fact
that he was brought up in agodly home, he willingly and purposely
disregarded God’'s commandments. Young people, you are your
parent’s greatest joy when you walk and marry inthe Lord. You can
also betheir greatest grief when you marry outside of the church or
walk insin. Pray daily for guidance and graceto liveaholy lifeand
in that way you will experience the blessings of God. Sing Psalter
278:1, 4, 5.
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Music

Historians View Concerning the
Beginning of Music

by Melissa Van Baren

believe to be true concerning the history of
music. | would like to take the time to note
what the world is busy philosophizing concerning their
beliefson the origin of music. What they are saying tends
to be quite comical and even maybe that they’ re unbe-
lief isunbelievable! Still, | think, it'simportant to note.
Most ungodly people, if they believe in anything at
all, believe in the horrific theory of Evolution. Because
of this belief, they are not able to pin point when man
cameinto existence—let alone the development of man,
who supposedly came from the beasts hanging from the
trees. So, they make“theories’ to try to define when mu-
sic was started. The worldly musicians and historians
don’'t have much recorded for the beginnings of
music. There isn't much to base things on when they
don't takeinto account the Bible. (They doin some cases
but it isvery rare.) However, most seem to believe, that
music was started first vocally (which is probably safe
to assume, but their reasoning is false). Some say that
because “instruments were not highly developed” the
singing was first. (Music through the Centuries, pg. 4)
Others say “that prehistoric men made noises, much asa
child does and finding them pleasing or curious...may
have relayed them for the criticism of hisfellows...they
may have joined him in singing and a relationship be-
tween the tones may have developed.” (Music Through
the Ages, pg. 44) So, men learned music through grunt-
ing and cueing. Oh! how we behold so much more ex-
tensive knowledge when we embracethetruth! It'samaz-
ing that just because they don’t believe God created all
things and things just evolved into being—that so many
guestions are left unanswered.

N ow that we' ve covered what we know and
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Historians can, however, trace musical instruments
back quite away. They recognized that instrumentswere
“a supplement to and in support of vocal music.” (A
Concise History of Church Music, pg 11) The historians
al seem to trace the “earliest” beginnings (believe it or
not) to the Israelites'Jews. The Bible is where they no-
tice all the many references to instruments and
singing. The Bible indeed contains the most informa-
tion on the ancient history of music! Even so, they ig-
nore the part about Jubal—being the father off al in-
struments—and only use the rest of the Bible for
history accounts.

Part of thereason they state that instrumentswerein
support and a supplement to singing was because of the
many accountsin the Bible about singing in partner with
musical instruments. | came across one reference that
stated that of all the accounts in the Old Testament on
music only two mention instruments without singing.
Many historians also notice that al the early music was
mostly used only in worship. You would think that they
would make the connection between worship, singing,
God, and the beginning of time. Yet they continue in
their ignorance. Since the historians pick up where the
tribe of Israel begins, that too, is what | would like to
consider in my next article. Its amazing to note therich
heritage of music that the Israelites had in their posses-
sion. How greatly God has blessed the tribe of Israel in
the gifts of music. Yet, how much more greatly God has
blessed uswith musicto glorify, praise and worship Him!

0

Melissa is a member of Hope Protestant Reformed
Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Our Young People’s Federation

The Christian

and

Genetic Engineering

Discussion Group Outline for the
2001 Young People’s Convention

by Gary Lanning

I. Biology background

. DNA
1

Each organism (worm, mushroom, bacteria, dan-
delion, human, etc) iswhat it is dueto the set of
instructions each was born, hatched, or germi-
nated with. These instructions or recipes are
called DNA

DNA can be thought of asapearl necklace con-
taining about 3 billion pearls. Each pearl is ei-
ther white, black, pink, or yellow.

The sequence of colors determines whether the
organism will be a bacteriaor ahumanor ...

In reality the pearls are called nucleotides and
are not really different colors but are distin-
guished one from the other by one of four nitro-
gen containing bases: Adenine, Guanine, Cy-
tosine, or Thymine.

So then the reason you are different from the
person next to you is due to each of you having
different sequences of bases somewherein your
string of 3 billion nucleotides. For exampleyou
might have a sequence somewhere of
CCGATTAC and the person next to you might
have a sequence of GGCATTAC.

This entire sequence of 3 billion basesis called
the genetic code.

BEACON LIGHTS

7.

8.

0.

10.

1

Each cell in your body with the exception of
blood cells has a complete copy of this genetic
code.

Thus a skin cell has the recipe for making an
eye, heart, etc. but only usesthosereci pes needed
by the skin. Each recipeis called agene. Just
like one recipe is the directions for a cake and
another is the directions for pudding and yet
another is the directions for beef stew, so also
each geneisthe recipe for one product called a
protein (new research has shown that one gene
can actually be the recipe for many proteins but
let’s not make this any more complex than we
need to). We then are acompilation of hundreds
of proteins, each one made by our cellsasare-
sult of following the recipeswith whichwewere
born.

We have between 30,000 and 60,000 of these
genes (recipes) in each cell.

This complete set of recipes makes up the hu-
man genome.

B. Proteins

Proteins are the cakes, pies, stew, etc. that were
made from the recipes; That is, our genes are
the recipes for the proteins that make us what
we are physically.
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10.

Proteinsgive usour physical characteristicssuch
as eye, hair, and skin color, height, etc.
Proteins also give us many inner, unseen char-
acteristics such as the ability to digest sugar, or
the ability to maintain proper blood pH, or the
ability to fight infection.

Like DNA, proteins can also be envisioned asa
pearl necklace.

Thistime, however, theindividual pearlsare not
nucleotides but rather amino acids. Andthistime
there are not just 4 kinds but rather 20 different
amino acids.

Again, like DNA, the sequenceis of utmost im-
portance. Inorder for aproteinto function prop-
erly the amino acids must be in the correct se-
guence. Thissequenceisdetermined by the se-
guence of nucleotides (bases) in the DNA with
which you were born.

Just as a mistake in the recipe for a cake could
have disastrous results (e.g. adding a cup of salt
instead of a cup of flour) so also amistakein a
gene can have enormous consequences in the
protein for which it codes.

Thusif you were born with the DNA seguence
ACCCCGATA you would have the amino acid
sequence Tryptophan-Glycine-Tyrosine.

If however you were born with the DNA se-
guence ACACCGATA you would have the
amino acid sequence Cysteine-Glycine-Ty-
rosine.

This one amino acid change in a protein that is
several hundred amino acids long is enough to
cause such genetic disorders as cystic fibrosis,
Tay-Sachs, hemophilia, etc.

C. Genetic Engineering
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1.

The goal isto “fix” the incorrect recipe by re-
moving it from the chromosome wereit resides
and inserting a corrected version of the gene.
Thisprocessisnot widely availableyet for many
genetic disorders.

Cellsfrom an embryo can be examined to deter-
mine whether or not the embryo has a genetic
defect. Thisis called genetic screening. This
screening is available for some but not all ge-
netic disorders.

Screening can determine if a defective gene is
present but no cure isyet available for most ge-
netic disorders. In most cases the only “cure”
offered is an abortion.

Il. Questions

1. Doesan embryo have a soul?
2. Should a Christian couple have agenetic screen

done on an embryo in order to check for genetic
abnormalities?

Should wetamper with the genetic codewe were
conceived with in order to “fix” problems with
the genes? What if we could prevent a child
from being born with Tay-Sachs, hemophilia,
cystic fibrosis, or perhaps Down’'s Syndrome?
Should we tamper with the genetic code this
person was conceived within order to “fix” these
“mistakes’ in the embryo’s genes? (This tech-
nology is not actually available yet but may be-
come available in the near future.)

Should we tamper with the genetic code to pro-
duce adesigner baby with the characteristicswe
want such as height, hair color, etc.?

Should researchersinsert human genesinto ani-
mals in order to get human proteins from ani-
mals such as human insulin from bacteria and
human milk proteins from cows? (This tech-
nology isavailableandisbeing used at thistime.)
Should humans have animal genesinserted into
them in order to cure some diseases? (To the
best of my knowledge this has not been done
but the technology isavailableto doit.) [

Gary Lanning is a member of Hudsonville Protestant
Reformed Church in Hudsonville, Michigan.
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A.

B.

The Christian and Politics

Discussion Group Outline for the
2001 Young People’s Convention

by Rev. Charles J. Terpstra

I ntroduction

Anareaof Christian living and rel ationshipswe sel -
dom discuss at length is that of the Christian and
politics.

1

Perhaps because the subject is often so contro-
versial, that we think it best to avoid it. Or be-
causewejudge politicsto be necessarily “dirty,”
and therefore believe we must avoid it.

And maybe too, because we think this area of
lifeisnot all that relevant to us asyoung people.
When we get older perhaps, but not at this point
inour lives.

Yet we ought to face and discuss this area of our
Christian walk in thisworld.

1.

We ought to because there is much confusion
and controversy relating to this subject. There
are wrong views concerning the Christian’s re-
lation to government and politics.

We ought to because God's Word speaks to it.

a. Godtellsusthat our relation to government
and political mattersisimportant.

b. God guidesusinto aright understanding of
our calling. If He speaks to it, we must lis-
ten and obey.

We ought to becauseitisrelevant to our livesas

young people.

a.  We confront political issuesin the news.

b. We confront political issues in high school
and college, aswell asin everyday life.

c. Thisbecomesmore so the older we become.
Itisgood to lay agood foundation of under-
standing and action early, so that we may
learntoliveproperly inthisareaof our lives.

BEACON LIGHTS

II. The Role of Government and the Calling of the
Christian In General Toward Palitical Institu-
tions and People

A. Webelieve that government is ordained of God and
is His authority.

1. Prov. 8:15,16; Daniel 2:20, 21, 37; Matthew
22:17-21,; 28:18; John 19:10, 11; Rom. 13:1-7,
Titus3:1; | Peter 2:13-17; Heid. Cat., Lord’ sDay
39, Q& A 104; Belgic Confession, Art. 36
a  What is authority? What basic Reformed

doctrine isimplied in it? What serious im-
plication does this have for us?

b. In what area(s) does government have au-
thority? Or, what powers does God give to
government? Federal level? State? Local ?

c. What doesit mean that the government has
the sword-power? Does this necessarily in-
clude capital punishment?

d. What isthebasic purpose or role of govern-
ment?

2. Inthelight of thistruth we must understand our
calling.

a. What does God require of usaswe live un-
der government? Use the texts above.

b. Arethereany exceptionstothiscalling?l.e.,
may the Christian ever refuseto do what the
government requires? Cf. Daniel 2; Acts
4:18-20; 5:29

c. May the Christian protest government poli-
cies and laws? If so, in what way? L etter-
writing? Picketing? L obbyists? Withholding
tax money?

d. Do Christians ever have the right to rebel
against their political leaders? May we seek
to overthrow a government? Again, use the
list of texts above.
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3. Thereisyet another calling we havetoward gov-

ernment—to pray for our leaders: | Timothy 2:1-

4.

a  How should we do this? What should we
pray for with regard to them?

b. May we pray for their salvation?

c. May we pray for the wicked to be over-
thrown? Find examples in Scripture of the
church praying for vengeance on her politi-
cal enemies. cf. Acts 4:24-30.

B. We ought to return to the role of government and
consider some specific questions.

1. Specifically, the government’s relation to the
church and the Christian faith.

a.  Should our government uphold the 2nd table
of the law? In what way?

b. Now, should our government uphold the 1%
table of thelaw?Inwhat way? Consider the
implications. Read the 36" article of the
Belgic Confession again. What did the Re-
formers believe about this?

c. Now read the footnote to Art. 36. Do you
agreewiththis?l.e, doyou believethe sepa-
ration of church and state? Wouldn't we
want a Christian government? Do wereally
want our government to tolerate all reli-
gions?

2. Consider aso the role of government in other
areas.

a.  What do you think of the government pro-
moting vouchers for people to send their
children to private schools, such as our own
PR schools?Why or why not? Doesthe gov-
ernment have any role in the education of
its citizens?

b. What is your judgment of Pres. G. Bush's
“faith-based initiatives” program? Should
our diaconates accept money to help the
poor, etc. among us? Why or why not?

I11. The Christian’s I nvolvement in Politics

A. Weneedtofacethematter of the Reformed believer’s
participation in the political arena.
1. We need to discuss whether or not a Christian
may serve in government.
a. Isit God'swill that His people hold public
office and serve Him and society in this
way? Are there examples in the Bible of
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C.

believers who served in government posi-
tions? Do these examples encourage us to
be involved or show that it ought not be
done? What about the fact that government
is usually an instrument of satan and the
kingdom of darkness?

Why don’t more of our members seek a po-
litical office? Arethere spiritual dangersin
running for and holding public office? Are
these so great that it would lead us to say
we should not pursue any office? Do you
know of any Christians currently in office
whose service is commendable?

Arethere other waysabeliever can servein
government? Name some ways.

2. Wealso need to discussthe Christian’sinvolve-
ment in the political process.

a

Is it proper for a believer to work for the
election of certain candidates for public of-
fice? If so, to what degree? And how (i.e.,
what means are proper?)?

Isit proper for aChristiantowork for aPAC
(Political Action Committee) or a lobbyist
group? Why or why not?

Isit proper to work for other conservative
political groups, such as those who work to
defend constitutional rights, tax reform, etc.?

B. Finaly, we should discuss the matter of voting.

In our constitutional republic we citizens are
given the privilege of being involved in the po-
litical processin thisway.

1

a

b.

Isit our duty tovote, or isit merely amatter
of personal preference? Why or why not?
Should we only vote for Christian candi-
dates? Why or why not?

What current issues are a “litmus test” for
you in determining whom you would vote
for?

What important truths must we keep in mind
while we are involved any area of politics?

a

b.

Psalm 118:9, 10; 146:3-5.
[1 Thess. 2:1-12 & Rev. 13 with Rev. 19:11ff.
U

Rev. Terpstra is pastor of First Protestant Reformed
Church in Holland, Michigan.
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Creation Through the Spectacles of Scripture

When | In Awesome Wonder...
The Golden Coast Of Michigan

The Preying Lion

by Deane Wassink

shore of Lake Michigan the hunter has set

histrap for his victims. Unaware of the dan-
ger his hard working prey avoids the trap that has been
set thefirst few times she passes by. She gets closer and
closer as she goes back and forth across the face of the
dunes looking for food among the plants. Suddenly, she
gets too close and her feet begin to slip down into the
trap. Frantically, she strugglesto get away, yet, the sand
breaks loose under her feet and she slides downward
into the vortex like center of the pit. Then, Wham! With
a vicious hold the hunter grabs her leg and drags her
beneath the surface where she cannot break free because
of the weight of the sand pressing down upon her.

Asayoung boy, | often dropped “victims,” you know
them as “ants,” into the traps set for them by the ant
lionsinthe sand. It seemed it took largetraps from large
ant lionsto catch thelarger ants. If thetrap wastoo small,
theintended victim would climb out easily. If we quickly
scooped the trap into our handswe could, at times, catch
thevicious predator | have been talking about. We called
theseant lions* doodle bugs,” because they only seemed
to beableto crawl inreverse. Infact, the big oneswould
tickle our cupped handsin the center asthey would back
into it trying to get away from the “predator” that had
captured them.

The ant lion is actualy the larvae of adragonfly. It
has been given theinstinct by our Creator to dig afunnel
shaped pit in the dry sand by backing in ever narrowing
circlesand throwing the sand out withitslargejaws until
itisnearly oneinch deep. Then they hide under the sand
in the center. When the ants are busy in the heat of the
day the dry sand breaks away under their feet so that
they cannot climb out of the pit. The moving sand alerts

I ying in wait among the dunegrass along the
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the ant lion which pulls them to their death under the
sand. Its vicious pinchers make up nearly athird of its
total length of one fourth of an inch long. If you have
ever tried to climb straight up aloose pile of sand you
know how the ant must feel like when it cannot escape.

The futility of the ants’ struggle against an enemy
which has physics on his side seems to me a vivid pic-
ture of the attacks of the devil upon God's people. At
times they flirt with danger by seeing how close they
can come to sin and temptation without being pulled in
and becoming avictim. At times, sadly, they end up in
the slippery slope of sin and like the poor ant, slide into
the abyss to be devoured by the devil. Oh, we must be
warned again and again. Sin is not ajoke; it is serious
and dangerous. Whether the sins are in the area of sex,
acohol, deception, or rebellion, unlesswe repent of them,
we will be victims. The traps of the devil are littered
with the bones of those who thought they could get away
with asin just once.

Lord, keep us from temptation’s call,
Lest on its slippery slope we fall.

Downward into the pit to side,
Wherethe “ Roaring Lion” hides.

Lest we from Thy truth be led,
To deny the Christ, Whose blood was shed.

So, humble and careful let us be,
That we may find our rest in Thee. [

Deane is a member of First Protestant Reformed Church
in Holland, Michigan.
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Where We Stand

Preaching (2)

by Rev. Ronald Hanko

Reprinted from the mission newsletter circulated in the
UK by Covenant PRC.
The most important thing that the Bible says
about preaching isthat it istheway inwhich
God's people hear the voice of Christ Him-
self. Jesus tells us that we do hear His voice and must
hear it in John 10:27.

That we hear His voice in the preaching, is clear
from other passages (Rom. 1:16, 17; 10:13, 14; | Cor.
1:18, 23, 24; Eph. 2:17). Notice, for example, in Eph-
esians 2:17, that it is Christ who comes and preaches
peace both to Jews and Gentiles. Even in the Old Testa-
ment it was the Spirit of Christ who spoke through the
prophets (I Pet. 1:10, 11).

If Christ does not speak
through the preaching, no
one will ever be saved by the
preaching of the gospel.

Thisis of the utmost importance. If Christ does not
speak through the preaching, no one will ever be saved
by the preaching of the gospel. No man’s voice can con-
vict sinners and lead them to repentance. Only Christ's
voice can do that. No one has power to convert sinners
and bring them to God. Only Christ can (Jn. 10:27).

Because Christ speaks through the preaching and
causes Hisvoiceto be heard, the gospel is“the power of
God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). Indeed, the gospel is
“Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” (I
Cor. 1:23, 24).

That Christ speaks through the gospel also explains
the fact that the gospel always has a two-part effect. It
not only saves, but it also hardens. It is not only a savor
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of life, but also of death (Il Cor. 2:14-16). No one can
come so near to Christ as to hear His voice and be neu-
tral! He will either by the grace of God love that voice
and desireto hear it dlways, or hewill hateitsvery sound
and shut his ears and heart to it (Isa. 6:9, 10).

When peopl e stumble through unbelief, they stumble
over Christ! He is the stone of stumbling and rock of
offence—not the preacher, at least not if the gospel is
preached and preached properly.

Inorder for Christ to be heard through gospel preach-
ing, however, severa things must be true. In the first
place, only the Scriptures must be preached. They, and
they alone, are Christ’s Word to His people. Anecdotes,
jokes, entertainment, and the preacher’s own thoughts,
however valuable they may be, are of novaluein preach-
ing. The Word alone must be preached!

Second, the preaching must be expository. Really
that isjust another way of saying that it isthe Word which
must be preached, but it needs emphasis, because so
much preaching is only hung on atext of Scripture and
Scriptureitself isnever explained, nor thetext preached.
Thereisagreat lack of true expository preaching today.

Third, as we noticed in the last issue, the preacher
must be sent (Rom. 10:15), that is, authorized and or-
dained by Christ’s church (Acts 13:1-4—notice that the
sending by the church is equated with the sending of the
Holy Spiritinverse4). If the preacher isnot sent neither
he nor his audience have any guarantee that Christ will
use him and speak through him, and what useis preach-
ing in that case?

May God grant that Christ’s voice be heard once
again in the churches! [

Rev. Hanko was missionary/pastor of Covenant
Protestant Reformed Church in Northern Ireland.
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Church History

Abraham Kuyper

by Heather VanOverloop

braham Kuyper wasaperson that influenced

Amany. Through his preaching, teachings, and

writings many were moved and coverted.

Also, many started to question whether other teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church were true.

Abraham was born in the city of Maasiuis, Nether-
lands, on October 29, 1837. Hisfather wasaminister in
the Reformed church. The Reformed churcheswere hard
to find at histime in his country. He was brought up in
the orthodox religion. After being home-schooled by his
parents he became a student at L eyden. Kuyper did not
like it there so he rebelled and turned to Modern theol-
ogy. In thisreligion he became a young preacher in the
city of Beesd.

At the time of his birth two movements swept
throughout the Netherlands and were more prevalent here
than in any other country. The first was De Afscheiding
or The Separation. The second was De Reveil or the
Renewal. The government had persecuted thisgroup for
their beliefs. This was the movement in which Kuyper
was born. Kuyper was not moved by either of these
movements. Kuyper would later preach on why each of
these movements were wrong.

When Kuyper was young his parents home schooled
him. He was very smart and was able to learn well the
subjects that were taught to him. When he was older, he
went to the University of Leiden. After he graduated he
went to school to become a preacher. In these schools
Kuyper wasinfluenced badly by histeachers. The schools
had turned Kuyper and twisted his beliefs and he be-
came aModernist.

Abraham was an influential preacher who moved
many people. His preaching lead to many people's con-
version. During his studies Kuyper found things that
made him believe that God was providential. He moved
dowly and steadily toward the Reformed doctrine.

Kuyper influenced many people with his powerful
sermons. The Netherlands did not have preaching like
Kuyper’'s. Kuyper wasthen called to be aminister in the
biggest church in the Netherlands. In 1870, Kuyper be-
came one of twenty-eight preachers in a church which
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had 140,000 members. This church was the most influ-
ential church of that time.

Kuyper was considered agreat politicianin histime.
He wanted to return the Netherlands to the past tradi-
tions of the Reformed doctrine. The church had fallen
away at the time of the Separation and the Renewal
movements. People understood him because he was of
the common people. Kuyper was from the Anti-revolu-
tionary Party in 1869. In 1874, he ran for the Parlia-
ment. Kuyper had lost twice for the position in the Par-
liament. After running many times for the position he
was elected in the city of Gouda, in the year of 1874.

At this time, Kuyper resigned from the ministry.
Since he had been elected to the Parliament, he had to
stop preaching to fulfill this position.

While Kuyper was in the parliament he wrote many
pieces that influenced many people. Kuyper lead avery
busy and disciplined lifein order for him to accomplish
al that he did. He wrote uninterrupted in the morning
and at night he corrected the things he had written in the
morning. Only an hour was given to spend time with his
family. He became an editor for aweekly paper, in 1869.
In 1872, Kuyper became the editor of his second paper.

Kuyper wrote lectures, meditations, and many other
articles. Also, he wrote on many different topicsin his
writings, such aswhy the Separation and Renewal move-
ments were wrong. Kuyper, in many cases, included il-
lustrations to better explain what he was talking about.

The most important thing the Anti-revolutionary
party wasallowing Christian schoolsto have equal stand-
ing with the government’s schools. They wanted this
because they believed that a good Christian education
was important. Kuyper joined with the Roman Catholic
party to gain more strength and support. Therewerethose
people that did not think that politics was Kuyper best
place of work.

Through Kuyper’slife he attacked the evilsthat were
in the church. As Kuyper was converted he saw why
modernism was wrong. Kuyper battled with the errors
of modernism and liberalism.
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After Kuyper resigned, he became an elder in the
church, and soon he became the head of the consistory.
While an elder, he worked on the doctrine of marriage
and whether young people should and could becomefull
members of the church.

Kuyper wanted to establish a Christian university
because he did not like the way the schools he went to
had twisted his beliefs. After much work Kuyper estab-
lished the Free University, in 1880. The school contin-
ued to grow as more peopl e supported the university. In
the Free University Kuyper talked about the dogmatics
he had preached on earlier. Soon, Kuyper was asked to
speak at other schools such as Princeton University,
where he spoke the Stone L ectures he had written. The
Stone Lectures were speeches Kuyper had written,

against the errors of Modernism and Liberalism. They
were then put under the title Calvanism (Hanko).

Kuyper had done many things to influence people.
Through his teaching, preaching, and writing, many
people saw the error of their ways. Also, while hewasin
politics, Christian schools were able to have a stand in
what to say. Abraham Kuyper was a great man who in-
fluenced many people. Kuyper influenced many of
today’s teachings. Some of these teachings we live by
as Protestants. [

Heather is a member of Hudsonville Protestant Reformed
Church in Hudsonville, Michigan. She wrote this paper
for Mr. VanUffelen’s Church History class at Covenant
Christian High School.
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BAPTISMS
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved.”

Mark 16:16

The sacrament of Holy Baptism was administered to:

Alex Jay, son of Mr. & Mrs. Mike Landheer — Byron
Center, Ml

Cassidy Hope, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Eppinga —
Doon, IA

lan Scott, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Mowery — Holland, Ml

Daren Lee, son of Mr. & Mrs. Scott Moelker — Hope, Ml

Jayden Kate, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Craig Hoksbergen
— Hull, 1A

Jordan Lee, son of Mr. & Mrs. Brian Gritters — Hull, IA

Norah Gabrielle, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ed Heeter —
Peace, IL

Conner Joel, son of Mr. & Mrs. Joel Houck — Peace, IL

Faith Nicole, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ed Hoksbergen —
Randolph, WI

Grant Alvin, son of Mr. & Mrs. James Kooiker —
Randolph, WI

Julia Grace, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Mike Holleman —
South Holland, IL

Kole Phillip, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Ward — South
Holland, IL
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CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“..and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.”
Romans 10:10
Public profession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ was
made by:
Karisa Hassevoort — Byron Center, Ml
Jason Elzinga — Byron Center, Ml
Pamela Buys — Hull, 1A
Glenda Westra — Hull, 1A
Terry VanMaanen — Hull, 1A
Valerie Westra — Hull, IA
Julie Hoksbergen — Hull, 1A
Derek Tolsma — Lacombe, Canada
Charlene Wierenga — Lacombe, Canada
Virginia Boer — South Holland, IL
Joel Zandstra — South Holland, IL

MARRIAGES
“..and they twain shall be one flesh.”

Matthew 19:5
United in the bond of Holy Matrimony were:
Mr. Jan Zeldenrust and Miss Lisa Tolsma — Edmonton,
Canada
Mr. Colin Buchanan and Miss Beth De Vries — Grace, Ml
Mr. Terry VanMaanen and Miss Becky Pollema — Hull, IA
Mr. Joel Zandstra and Miss Nicole Eriks — South
Holland, IL
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Kids’ Page

He Waters the Hills

Thunder shuddered through the distant hills and
clouds darkened, heavy with rain. The air was still and
hot. The dry ground was expectant. The whole forest
waited for the refreshing showersthat were sureto come.

First one drop. Then ancther. A sparrow flitted into
the protection of atall and mighty oak. A rabbit skittered
under the nearest |eafy bush. And ayoung fawn skipped
about in wonder and surprise as water dropped from the
sky and splashed upon its silky smooth, spotted coat.
His mother twitched her tail and ears and watched with
satisfaction. From the wet earth arose the smell of fresh
grasses and wild blooms—a fragrance pleasant with
promise.

“ Hewatereth the hillsfrom his chambers: the earth
is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. He causeth the
grass to grow for the cattle...”
(Psalm 104: 13, 14). O
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‘LITTLE LIGHTS’

... let it shine!

by Connie Meyer

Did this seem like a very simple—maybe even un-
important—story to you? But have you ever worried
about what food you would eat or what clothesyouwould
wear? When we' rewaorried about things, what we' rewor-
ried about seems very important to us! But it isthen that
we should remember a simple story such as this. This
story tells us something that is very important.

Read Matthew 6:30-34 to find the answers to the
puzzle. We need food and clothes, but what else do we
really need?

1. Verse 30: “Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the

2. Verse 31: “What shall we ?

3. Verse 32: “For after all these things do the
seek”

\\3 4. Verse 33: “But seek ye the
kingdom of God”

5. Verse 34: “Take therefore no
for the morrow”

Connie is the mother of 5

children and a member of Hope

Protestant Reformed Church in
“ Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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2001 YOUNG PEOPLE'S CONVENTION

AUGUST 13-17, 2001

LAKE ANN BAPTIST CAMP
NEAR TRAVERSE CITY, M

Hosted by First Protestant Reformed Church
of Holland, Michigan Young People’s Society

SPEAKERS: Revs. Bekkering, Eriks, & VVan Overloop
Still interesting in registering? Call Pat Pols @ 616-662-2072 for availability.

Check out the 2001 Convention link on our church website for
a printable registration form, pictures, & more details: www.hollandprc.org




