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Editorial

Spectator?

Reprinted from the March, 1960 issue of Beacon Lights.
This editorial was written then by Jason Kortering (Now
Rev. Kortering).

football, or basketball game, the spectator is aways interpreting the play. He may respond
with wild enthusiasm expressed in exuberant shouts, or he may frown and with adis-
gruntled bark express his adverse feeling.

It is somewhat easy to be a spectator, in fact it is delightful and relaxing. To watch others perform and
to judge their ability gives us afeeling of priority. We like to assess and evaluate them. If one player
excels over another, we cheer for him all the more.

How true thisisin the experience of life. The way of least resistance is the way of a spectator. Let's
be more concrete. Take by way of example, your young people’s society. A spectator goes to society
unprepared, listens to the discussion as best he can, but he has nothing to add to it. When his turn comes
up for the program, he has excuses for not participating. If the society should insist, he will conveniently
forget, or get some substitute. Invariably, it is such a person who sits back and criticizes the society,
saying that its discussions are so dull and uninteresting that he feels justified to conclude that they are not
worth attending. One can find such spectators most anywhere. They are content to react to the expres-
sions of others, but have nothing to contribute themselves. | do not mean to overlook the possibility that
there are some who study conscientiously, but fear to speak. They are not indifferent or critical, but
simply have difficulty in expressing themselvesin a group. Rather, we have in mind ones who are quick
to criticize, hut slow to contribute.

Lest | become guilty of being a spectator and simply appraise, but have no positive contribution, |
would like to suggest one thing in this editorial. It seems to me that the cause of the problem of the
“gpectator” member of society, liesin the fact that he does not study, or acquire any knowledge of the
subject under discussion. An unprepared member has nothing to say, and when one refrains from speak-
ing, the society becomes boring.

| feel asif | am perhaps beating the air. These words are in print in Beacon Lights. The reader un-
doubtedly is one who has an interest in reading. It is exactly the ones who do not read Beacon Lights that
are the ones who tend to be spectators. Yet if this reminder can only encourage the reader to continue and
perhaps even broaden out in hisreading, it will have served its purpose.

There are many important subjects being discussed in the church today. Questions arise as the church
strugglesin her militant battle of faith. It is nothing short of amazing, the number of volumes and periodi-
cals being printed today. Yet | often wonder how many of these are ever read by our young people.
Beacon Lights has added a rubric which contains a discussion of these various problems in the church,
written especialy for you young people. The Sandard Bearer also is your magazine. Reading it will not
only increase your knowledge concerning our distinctive Protestant Reformed point of view, but also
guide you in appraising the thoughts of others. Reading our own church papers serves as a good basis to
pursue further study. It awakens ones interest.

D id you ever notice the reaction of some spectators at a sports event? Whether it be a baseball,
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Questions arise that demand answers, and thus the quest for knowledge has begun.

The only proper basisin that quest must always be the Bible. Human reason, or desires may never
come before the Word. That is true for all our discussions whether it be our Bible lesson or the after-
recess program. The Bible must be at the root of all our discussion. Read the text for the lesson first of all.
Try to seeit in the light of the context, chapter, and book. Consult other similar texts of Scripture. If you
feel you need more help, consult acommentary. It isagood idea to bring the various opinions of othersto
society so that they can be discussed, and we together may arrive at a proper conclusion. If you study and
read the lesson, | am certain alively discussion will follow. You do not expect a spectator of a basketball
game to take the place of a player, nor can a player assume the role of a spectator. Spectators are not
trained as the players. The player knows the plans of the game and can carry out the strategy that he has
decided. In the society we all are players. Each one has his own contribution which adds to the total
success.

Lifeis not agrand sports event in which we simply watch others perform. There is no easy road for
anyone. The problems of the church are also your problems as young people of the church. You can’t just
shrug your shoulders and leave them to others. They must be met by you as well. The only way that we
can effectively meet them isto try to understand them, to know their significance, and then finally to
come to the proper conclusions. Your society is an excellent place to wrestle with them. Questions such as
our mission work, is it being pursued to the greatest degree, the singing of hymns, our relationship with
other churches within our denomination and without, infallibility of the Scripture, divorce and remar-
riage, all serve asworth while topics for after-recess programs. Whenever a program schedule is drawn
up and the topics listed with the assigned writers, it is a good idea that each member bears the topic in
mind and in the preceding week reads about it and comes up with various questions which will serve to
help the general discussion. | am sure that the more you prepare for society the less of a spectator you will
be. O

Fruitful Branches

The Coming of Our Lord

by Clayton Spronk

Scholarship essay for 2000. minds on our present state and off of spiri-
Christ is coming: “for the time is at hand!” tual matters which are of God. If the Lord
(Rev. 1:3b) It is to this end that all things willsthat | become a pastor of one of His
exist and occur. For the child of God thisis congregations, one of the biggest chal-
agloriousreality. However, inlight of thisgloriousreal- lenges | will face is instructing young
ity the child of God must heed the warnings of scripture people how to livein these end times.
concerning dangersthat we facein our present world as Worldly-mindedness manifestsitself in
the end approaches. The gravest danger we face, espe- two forms of materialism. Thefirst type of
cialy our young people, is that we become worldly- materialism is an ideological perspective
minded (Matt. 6:19-20). The devil seeks to keep our which acknowledges only physical reality.
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Theonly thingsthat man can know arethetangiblethings
of thisworld. Thereisno room for God or spiritual things.
Though this is a very serious error, the second type of
materialism is even more dangerous for Protestant Re-
formed youth.

The second type of materialism is not a set of ab-
stract beliefs; it takes place concretely every day—even
within the church. This type of materialism consists of
an amost insatiable pursuit of worldly possessions. In
the United States today with our ever-growing economy
people are going wild chasing after money and things.
Sadly, the adults who over extend themselves on credit,

...adults who over extend
themselves on credit, so that
they can buy a bigger house,

a fancier car, a new set of

golf clubs, etc., have taught
young people to find comfort
and satisfaction in earthly
things. The young people
have thoroughly learned this
lesson.

so that they can buy abigger house, afancier car, anew
set of golf clubs, etc., have taught young people to find
comfort and satisfaction in earthly things. The young
people have thoroughly learned this lesson. Their seg-
ment of the population is bent on buying things. Our
own Protestant Reformed young people wear the latest
fashions and drive the fancy sports cars. In themselves
these things are not wrong and are not to be condemned.
Christians can buy and sell without being motivated by
materialism, but the danger of materialism creeping in
isever present and very real.

Thereal danger in thistype of materialism, as well
asin the first type, is that God and spiritual things are
altogether forgotten. This is the mistake the rich man
madein the parable Jesustold in Luke 12. God punished
this man for not thinking to give unto the Lord who
owned and took back all that the rich man possessed. It
is important for our young people to understand, “ The
earthisthe Lord sand thefulnessthereof” (Psalm 24:1a).
He gives us a short time to live on His earth, yet it is
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quickly forgotten that we are but pilgrims and sojourn-
ers. We naturally think only of the here and now and
give no thought to our eternal dwelling place.

The fact that we are pilgrims and sojourners con-
stantly needsto be brought to the attention of our young
people. The world would have them think it is foolish-
nessto prepare for future events. Why think ahead when
you can have instant gratification in the flesh through
material things? This then is the danger that worldly-
mindedness posesto our young people. Theworld seeks
to snare them in strap so that they no longer know who
Christ is. Thisis what the end times are all about; the
world seeksto increaseitsiniquity and deny God, while
the church, the bride of Christ, patiently hopesand waits
for the bridegroom.

This is not the first time the church has waited for
Christ to come. The Old Testament Israelites fervently
awaited the coming Messiah. Asthey waited, they faced
the same dangers of worldly-mindedness we face today.
The Israglites so often turned away from God and to the
world that God sent judgment on them through the sur-
rounding nations. Let this be a warning to our young
people too that commitment to Christ cannot wait until
they are married or until they make profession of faith
or for some other future time and place. God's judgment
is swift and we must “give account of every idle word
(Belgic Conf., Article 37).”

...commitment to Christ
cannot wait until they are
married or until they make

profession of faith or for some
other future time and place.

To this exhortation of God's judgement it must be
added again that Christ is absent from worldly-
mindedness. Thisis the testimony of scripture concern-
ing the Jewish leaders during Christ’s life and ministry
here on earth. These leaders knew the Old Testament
scriptures concerning the coming Messiah. They even
earnestly sought out the Messiah. Yet, they did not rec-
ognize Christ when he came because of their worldly-
mindedness. These Jewish leaders were comfortable in
their positions of power. They did not seek a Messiah
who would teach of a heavenly kingdom rather than an
earthly kingdom. They wanted a Messiah who would



regain for Israel an earthly dominance and perhaps in-
crease them in their worldly positions.

The knowledge of Christ coming into thisworld is
spiritual. Paul wrote to the church in Corinth concern-
ing spiritual matters in 1 Corinthians 2. These matters
are beyond the comprehension of “the princes of this
world” (vs. 8), and are revealed “unto us by his Spirit”
(vs. 10). Here we have the truth of election applied to
our ability to know and recognize Christ asHe presently
rules al of creation at the right hand of God, and as he
prepares to come again. The world does not receive the
spirit of Christ and isleft in worldly-mindedness, while
the church receivesthe spirit of Christ (H.C. LD 111 Q/A
8) and no longer seeks after the things of the world.

Therefore, since our young people know that the world
isfull of only evil continually and does not possess the
mind of Christ, we must teach them to constantly seek
after spiritual things, specifically the coming of Christ
whenwewill no longer face temptation and will be made
perfect before God.

In John 10 Christ explainsto the Pharisees that they
are not of His sheep and cannot recognize Him as the
Son of God. May our young people find comfort know-
ing that by the grace of God they are given to Christ as
His sheep and on the day of his coming they will recog-
nize hisvoice. U

Clayton is a member of Faith Protestant Reformed
Church in Jenison, Michigan.

Story Time

The Fourth Man

A Story from the Time of the Afscheiding

by P. S. Kuiper
translated by Rev. Cornelius Hanko

Chapter 10
Around the Fireon the Hearth

(In the last chapter we left Jan Donker and Gijsbert Haan
walking in the cold rain to the farmhouse of Ko
Boelhouwer. They, with two other men, were returning
in their cart from Loosdrecht. In Loosdrecht they had
worshipped with a “Seceder” congregation and had been
ordained as office bearers so that a similar congregation
could be formed in their own village, Hilversum. The
*“Seceders” were followers of De Cock, Scholte and Van
Raalte. These people were determined to establish a new
denomination because the State Church had become
apostate.

Jan Donker and Gijsbert Haan were walking to the
farmhouse of Ko Boelhouwer because, in the rain and

darkness, their cart wheel had hit a large stone and had
been broken.

Ko Boelhouwer was the father of Maarten Boelhouwer,
whom we met in the first chapters. He was the young
boy who, running home from school for his noon meal,
had had a collision with the fish cart of the fish peddler
and had knocked it over.

The scene opens in the house of the Boelhouwers.)

“What weather, what weather! 1t looksmorelikefall
and its almost summer!”

Maarten looked up from his warm place by the fire
at hisfather, who hung his cap on anail by the chimney.
A few momentslater hisfather joined Maarten and grand-
father in front of the fire putting his stocking feet on the
hearth.
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The fire of oak blocks burned softly. The flames
warmed the black iron pot that hung on the well-pol-
ished hearth chain. The pot of grits bubbled and the
wooden cover jumped up and down.

Mother and Klaartje, Maarten'ssister, sat at thetable
darning stockings by thelight of the ol d-fashioned, smok-
ing oil lamp.

Suddenly Maarten heard paper rustling, and, to his
surprise, saw his father open a newspaper. His father
laughed when he saw hisson’sface. “ You probably think
that | have become arich gentleman, and can afford to
subscribe to a paper. No, my boy, that is far too expen-
sive for us common people. But when | returned some
toolsto the neighbor helent methis paper. | do not know
how he got it, but now | can check the news.”

He settled himself comfortably behind his newspa-
per. Maarten glanced at the first page and read in large
letters the headline: “THE KiNG INsPECTs THE BORDER
TroOPS.”

“Grandfather,” he suddenly asked, “Did you ever see
our king?'! The old man, who was busy filling his pipe
with fresh tobacco, smiled.

“No, young man, | would have to travel to The
Hague? and all my life | have never been outside of my
town. A farmer has no time for traveling.”

“Has the king ever been in our town?”’

“Of course not, young man; he has no real reason to
come, especially not now, after the uprising of the Bel-
gians. But his father, Stadholder William V,® was here
once, and even spent a night sleeping in our town.”
Grandfather stood up, took a match out of the box that
hung on the wall, and held the sulfur tip under the pot
hanging over the fire. He calmly lit his pipe with the
sputtering, greenish-blue flame that flared up as if he
did not notice the eager impatience of his grandson.

“William V,” he added later, “was here once as a
young prince, before he was stadhol der. He was thrown
from ahorse while he was on hisway to Amsterdam. In
Hilversum he had extremely bad weather and wasthere-
foreforced to spend the night herein atavern.* Although
he used his usual adlias “Graaf Van Buuren”, the tavern
keeper immediately recognized him.

“When on the following morning the prince wanted
to pay thetavern keeper, thetavern keeper asked whether
instead of pay he might hang a plaque on histavern wall
with the pictureand name of thishigh official. The prince
had no objection. Sincethat timethetavern borethe name
“Graaf Van Buuren.”

“You can find it on the avenue.”
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“Oh, | have seenthat plaque,” said Maarteninaloud
voice. He had been listening with eager ears. “ Does our
king look anything like the stadholder?’ he asked as an
afterthought.

“1 have not seen the prince, because all this hap-
pened before | was born,” laughed grandfather. “1n any
case, they were not much alike in character. The
stadholder was a good, brave man, who, however, was
no match for his enemies. Our king is a powerful ruler,
who involves himself in all kinds of matters, evenin the
affairs of the church.” Father rustled his newspaper;
grandfather had touched on a subject that father preferred
to avoid.®

“Youwereabit late coming hometonight, Klaartje,”
he remarked, more to steer the discussion in another di-
rection than out of concern.

“The farmer® was not at home,” the girl answered.
“That is why the milking took much longer. But tomor-
row | may go home abit earlier.”

“Wasn't Jan Donker” home on the second day of
Pentecost?’® mother asked with surprise; and then added
somewhat curioudly, “Did he haveto goto visit hisfam-
ily?

“No, this afternoon my boss went to L oosdrecht in
his Sunday clothes,” said Klaartje, looking somewhat
timidly at father. He pinched his eyes shut a bit.

“Oh, was it that again?’ father asked sternly. “Was
the old church of our fatherland not good enough for
him?’

Angrily he fumbled his newspaper together.

“Dareyou call achurch by that name, Ko, in which
the ministers can go unpunished even thought they deny
that Christ isthe Son of God?Are you at peace with the
sermons we recently heard at Easter time?’

They wereall surprised at the vehemencewithwhich
grandfather spoke. It all must have weighed more heavily
on him than they realized!

“You cannot prove, father, that our minister, Rev.
Hellendoorn, denies the resurrection of Christ.”

“No, Ko, but neither does he believein it. He talks
around it, and that is already bad enough. A shepherd
must not give his sheep food of doubtful value. Thefood
in Loosdrecht is of good quality.”®

Ko Boelhouwer was silent, although he understood
very well the last words of hisfather. He knew also that
father received booksfrom Jan Donker and enjoyed them.
He had found the books and had read them. Deep in his
heart he knew that hisfather wasright, but he feared the
consequences.



“It is getting to be bedtime,” mother quietly re-
marked. She set aside the darning basket and placed
plates on the table for the evening meal. Klaartje and
Maarten carried the pot to the table. Mother filled the
five plates. Shortly after that she dished out the buck-
wheat pudding® she had prepared. Since it was a holi-
day a few candles were burning, but no one was in a
holiday mood.

The adults were busily occupied with their own
thoughts and the children thought it best to be quiet.

All of a sudden mother laid her spoon down and
listened. “It seems that there are people coming up the
driveway. | hear voices.”

“Well now,” answered father, happy that the tense
silence was broken, “who goes out for an evening walk
in thiskind of weather?’ They all laughed.

But then they plainly heard the neighing of a horse
and at the same time Bas'* began to growl in his coop.

“What in the world?’ said father as he jumped up.
“They are probably acouple of animal flayers! That scum
ison theroads even on aday liketoday.” He opened the
curtain alittle ways and stared into the darkness.

Maarten was not old enough to understand fully the
practices of the animal flayers. They traveled at night in
awagon, looking for carcasses of animalsthat the farm-
ers had buried that day.’? Their dogs, especialy trained
to search out these carcasses, found them without fail.
These were dug up and the meat was sold in Utrecht or
Amsterdam afew dayslater as“very cheap, fresh meat”.

It was no concern of the flayers that many men and
women bought their death certificates with these “bar-
gains’. The money for which they were sold was pure
gain. Usually they wererough, carelessfellowswhowere
reckless with their knives.

Father closed the curtain with ajerk. “I can see al-
most nothing,” he complained. “ There seemsto beacart
out there with afew men standing by it. They evidently
want to be on the other side of theroad by Aart. Anyway
our neighbor told me earlier that Aart had buried two
piglets this morning that had been very sick.”

He began hurriedly to eat his pudding that was get-
ting cold; the others had already finished. Just ashe was
ready to stand up to reach for the Bible on the shelf,
according to their custom, the growling of Bas became
an angry bark. Father turned pale as he looked first at
mother and then at grandfather, “The dirty fellows are
coming up our yard,” he said with a heavy voice. “ That
will be at their own risk.”

Fully determined, he left the room, in spite of the
warnings of mother.

Grandfather followed him, after he had forbidden
Maarten to come along.

Arriving in the yard, grandfather was shocked to
discover that his son held agun in his hand.

“Don’t be afool, Jacobus!” he shouted with aloud
voice.

“l am not shooting at people, father,” Ko assured
him, “but these wicked flayers have dogs. If they attack
Bas, I’'ll shoot them without regret.” Then he clumped
on his wooden shoes to the outside door and threw it
wide open.

He remained standing in the doorway, thegunin his
callused hand. [

1 Under the rule of Napoleon, the house of Orange had
been raised to royal status. The man who had formerly been
called “ stadholder” was now king. The Dutch, being the inde-
pendent people they were, had never wanted a king and had
been, since the time of their independence as a country, care-
ful to curb the power of the stadholders.

2 The capitol of the Netherlands.

3 Also one of the house of Orange. William the Silent,
who hel ped defeat the Spaniards at the beginning of the Refor-
mation in the Netherlands, was William 1.

4Tavernswere, infact, inns, although they werelike pubs
in which ale or beer could be purchased.

> While the grandfather was sympathetic to the Seceders
or Separatists, the father was more hesitant.

® The farmer was Jan Donker. Klaartje helped him with
the milking.

" The man with Gijsbert Haan who, even while this was
happening, was coming up the driveway.

8 Pentecost was celebrated two days, Sunday and Mon-
day. Sunday was the religious holiday; Monday was the na-
tional holiday. Thisarrangement held for all the Christian holi-
days except Christmas and Good Friday. “ Sinterclaus Dag”
was cel ebrated December 6. Thisday wasalso anational holi-
day and on it people exchanged gifts.

® The reference is to the preaching which could be heard
in the Seceder’s congregation.

10 The Dutch word hereis “pap.” Pudding is not really a
good trangdlation. “Pap” isakind of hot dessert which wasmuch
thinner than pudding. It could be made with different ingredi-
ents. One kind of “pap” was called in our home when | was a
child, “soupen brei.” Thiswas made of barley and buttermilk,
and, while my father and mother thought it delicious, it was, in
fact, scarcely edible.

% Their dog.

2 These were usually animals that had died of some dis-
ease.
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The Lighthouse on the Harbor

by Deane Wassink

he lighthouse stands a sentinel strong,
Though battered by wind and wave.
It stands as a beacon to the countless throng,
Who seek refuge from the storms that rage.

hips that sail in peril of storm

See Her light through the foaming billows
That threaten to send them battered and torn,
Into the shoals that make a wife a widow.

ome say: “Tear the old lighthouse down,”

“She’s full of rust, old and outdated.”
“Her paint is chipped; her tower not sound,”
Because by men her light is hated.

er fresnel lens, hand wrought with care,

Brightens and reflects the lamp within.
It pierces the darkness of night that is there.
A light of direction and hope again.

he keeper with his family dwells alone
there.
He makes the tending of the lamp his care.
With gentle touch the lens he makes clean,
So neither spot nor grime corrupt the pure
beam.

e sounds the horn in time of fog so white,
When searching eye cannot a light
discern.
He sleeps not, working day and night,
Providing fuel for the lamp to burn.

S ee him now with furrowed brow and
piercing eyes.

“Come to the harbor a refuge find,”

His heart from the lips wrings the cry.
“Come to the harbor; safety is thine.”

amilies, like ships in storm, have found,

Her light to shine bright as the daily.
As they upon the sea of life, heaven bound,
Seek a port wherein to dock and stay.

er light is the gospel cutting through
darkness and sin,
Reflecting the purity of the truth within.
Her keepers are ministers proclaiming the
Word,
So that in storm and strife the truth is heard.

n her port the ships do lie,

Anchored row by row they stay.
Closely bound by love and covenant ties,
Moored, they rest against the quay.

ay the keepers continue to fuel the flame
So that the light, in love, may shine so
bright.
Loved by those led home again,
For whom the light dispelled the dark of night.

he fuel of her light she shares,
With other beacons on the sea.
Keepers guard the “Reformed” lens with care,
That both inward and outward it shines to
those in need.

ay she stand in the ages still to come,

Her beacon by truth guiding the way.
Where seeking souls, content as one,
Together in harbor await the great day.

Written in honor of the 75th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformed Churches. Deane is a member
of First Protestant Reformed Church in Holland,
Michigan.
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Pastor Profiles

Professor Robert Decker

edited by Kris Moelker

er and Dorothy (Jansen) Decker, Jr. became

ge parents of Prof. Robert Decker on August

10, 1940. Prof. Decker wasbornin East Grand

Rapids, Michigan. He was baptized by Rev. Herman

Hoeksemain First Protestant Reformed Churchin Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

Growing up in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Prof.
Decker attended Baldwin Christian School (1945-1951)
and Adams Street Christian School (1952-1955). Hethen
went to Grand Rapids Christian High School where he
received hishigh school diplomain 1958. After he gradu-
ated from high school, Prof. Decker studied at Calvin
College where he received his Bachelor’'s Degree in
1962. After this, he attended the Protestant Reformed
Seminary.

As he was growing up, Professor Decker enjoyed
playing softball, tennis, and basketball. He also played
the baritone and liked gardening. Now he enjoys boat-
ing, traveling, reading and yard work.

Although there were pressures to be accepted and
liked by his peers and to do well in high school and col-
lege, these pressureswere not aproblem for Prof. Decker.

In leading Prof. Decker to consider preparing for
the ministry, the Lord blessed him with alove for Him,
His Word, and His Church. During a Young People's
Convention, Rev. Marinus Schipper took Prof. Decker
aside and told him that he ought to prepare himself for
the ministry. When he graduated from high school and
was considering the course of study to pursue in col-
lege, the Lord led him to ask himself the question, “How
can | best serve the Lord in my work?’ He was faced
with the choice between becoming a Christian school
teacher or a minister. After much prayer and thinking,
the Lord led him to pursue the ministry of the Word.
Rev. C. Hanko wasan excellent examplefor Prof. Decker
of afaithful minister of the Word. Prof. Decker’sfamily,
and especially his wife, was very pleased and support-
ive when they learned of his desire to prepare for the
ministry.
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While he was a high schoal student, Prof. Decker
met and began dating Marilyn K. Poelstra. They were
married on August 18, 1961, while Prof. Decker was
till a college student. Without his wife's help, Prof.
Decker feelsthat he could have never become aminister
of the Word. The Lord hasrichly blessed them with one
daughter and three sons who are all married to godly
spousesand all are members of the Protestant Reformed
Churches. Prof. and Mrs. Decker have been blessed with
nine grandchildren. They have experienced the blessing
of which Psalm 128 speaks so eloquently.

Asaseminary student, Prof. Decker remembers Prof.
Herman Hoeksema'slectureson G. C. Berkouwer’sbook,
Divine Election and Prof. Hoeksema's fine lectures in
his Old Testament History classes. Prof. Decker also re-
members the sheer agony of Practice Preaching.

Prof. Decker served as pastor of two congregations
before he took up his labors in the Seminary. He was
ordained in 1965 and hisfirst chargewasin Doon, lowa.
He labored in Doon until 1969 when he was called to
labor in South Holland, Illinois. He served in South
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Holland until 1973 when he was appointed Professor of
Practical Theology inthe Protestant Reformed Theol ogi-
cal School.

Prof. Decker enjoyed teaching children of the church
in catechism. He saysthat heisimpressed that most par-
ents do a very good job of preparing their children for
catechism. Thisis a strength of our churches and area-
son for profound gratitude to God.

Asapastor, Prof. Decker hasmemories of thejoy of
preaching along with “vivid memories of God’s grace,
given by means of HisWord causing the sick, the dying,
the bereaved, the anxious and despairing among His
saints to triumph, sometimes in very tragic circum-
stances.”

At thetime of the split of 1953, Prof. Decker was 13
yearsold. In June, membership of First Church went from
over 500 families down to 196 families. He still remem-
bers arriving at the chapel of Grand Rapids Christian
High School that first Sunday morning after the split
and Prof. George Ophoff was the first person to greet
the families. They worshipped at Grand Rapids Chris-
tian High School for a few years until they were given
back their church building on Michiganand Fuller. There
were 34 students in Prof. Decker’s 8th grade class at
Adams and only 15 students in his 9th grade class.

Adams' total enrollment dropped from around 350 stu-
dentsto 115 students.

Prof. Decker remembersother controversiesthat we
as churches have faced. In First Church, severa fami-
lies left because of the controversy surrounding the last
months of Rev. Herman Hoeksema's life. Prof. Decker
also remembersthe controversy between the South Hol -
land and Oaklawn, lllinois churches over school issues.

In hisover 35 years of labors, Prof. Decker seesthat
“serving the Lord in the ministry of the Protestant Re-
formed Churches has been and continuesto be ablessed
experience.”

Prof. Decker has advice for young men considering
the ministry to betheir calling. Thisadvice was given to
him in aletter from Rev. Gerrit Vos. “ Of al the things|
counseled you, remember this, be humble. There is a
humility that is feigned. That is abominable in God's
sight. Be humble from the heart and God’s people will
bear you up in their arms.” Prof. Decker has found this
to be true.

Regarding the lives of our young people, Prof.
Decker is encouraged to see a goodly number of them
remaininour churches, marrying inthe Lord, and estab-
lishing good covenant homes. [J

Kris is a member of Hope Protestant Reformed Church
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Creation Through the Spectacles of Scripture

When | In Awesome Wonder...
The Golden Coast Of Michigan

he Setting Sun’s Promise

by Deane Wassink

T here are few things that inspire quiet reflec-
tion, even melancholy self examination, than
the setting of the sun when viewed from the
Golden Coast.

BEACON LIGHTS

The setting sun can be viewed from the dunes with-
out interruption because the whole expanse of Lake
Michigan lies to the west. The lake is very wide at this
point, about eighty to ninety miles, so that the curvature
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of the earth causes the horizon to be water as far as the
eye can see. Because the wave action isrelatively more
quiet thanthe ocean’s, thereisoften amorebrilliant light
path leading to the setting sun. Further, the cloudiness
of the weather that moves from west to east asit crosses
the humidity of the open water makes for many varied
and dramatic “sunscapes’ of different hues and color.
Not oneisthe same as another. Often the sun burstsfrom
under the cloudsasit setsin alast few brilliant moments
of color.

Probably the most memorable sunset | have ever seen
(other than the one’'s| have seen with my wife, of course)
followed a day filled with thunderstorms and rough
windy weather in the month of September, several years
ago. | was near the shore in Muskegon when the sun
burst from the clouds overhead as it was setting. Every-
thing, including the marching rows of clouds turned a
brilliant gold color. It was the purest gold color | have
ever seen in the sky. The heavens and the earth literally
shone with it. Ten minuteslater it was gone; the sun had
completely set.

I was humbled to witness that sunset. God’s glory
shone forth with great power. In the Scriptures the color
gold denotes the holiness of God. The reflection of that
light on all things spoke of the coming day of judgment
when all things will be measured by the holiness of our
glorious King and purified or destroyed by fire. It also
pictured the new Jerusalem with its gold in the glory of
the new creation.

The judgment day was
pictured that evening in a
special way. However, the
setting of the sun speaksev-
ery day of the coming end
of al things. It reminds us
that we must be ready to
face aholy God. It reminds
us that we must be covered
with the holiness of the
blood of Christ. His righ-
teousness is our only hope
and comfort. Yes, itisasign
of theend. It isalso asign
of hope, hope of the resur-
rection and everlasting fel-
lowship with God in the
new heavens and earth.

The next time you wit-
nessaspectacular sunset, re-
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member that in the beauty of theimaginary rivers, moun-
tains and creatures you see there is an amazing witness
to the handiwork of the Creator that points to the end of
al things. May you have the hope and anticipation that
belongs to those covered by His holiness.

With gold may the things | see be blushed,
My heart in turmoil then be hushed,

All that transpires from day to day,

As guides and patterns along the way,
That leads me home one day with Thee.

With gold may the things | see remind
That | the truth of life may find,

No matter what is of value here,
Compared to Thee I'll not hold dear,
That | may be home one day with Thee.

For when the silver cord shall break,
And | my final rest shall take,

Tiswith the golden sunset hues,

That by Thy holiness I’ll be infused,
Forever to dwell at home with Thee. [J

Deane is a member of First Protestant Reformed Church
in Holland, Michigan.
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Devotional

Watching Daily
At My Gates

by Skip Hunter

August 1 Read Genesis 27:1-5

I saac had received the covenant promise from God. He had heard
of it from his father Abraham. He had been told at the birth of his
sonsthat it would be through Jacob that the promise would bereal -
ized. But Isaac, like us, had the old man of sin in him. Isaac fa-
vored his son Esau for very earthy reasons. He considered Esau a
man’'s man, while he considered Jacob amama’s boy. And so as he
neared death he tried to give the covenant promise to Esau. We
must not be too hard on Isaac because we are very much like him.
We, too, try to ignore the will of God and impose our will on Him.
We want things to go our way and not the way ordained by God.
L et usremember |saac when wetry to change the will of God or to
mold it to our liking. Let uspray for the graceto put off the old man
of sin and put on the new man of righteousness. Sing Psalter 295.
August 2 Read Genesis 27:6-10

Isaac was not the only one who wished to make decisions for
God. Rebekah heard Isaac’s plans and in her own way set out to
thwart them. She knew that God had promised that in Jacob the
covenant would be established. She knew this even before the boys
were born when she prayed to God to find out the cause of their
wrestling within her. God had told her expressly that the elder would
servetheyounger. Thisshe knew, but she still decided to run ahead
of God. Yesterday we saw how we are much like Isaac. Today we
must see that we are much like Rebekah. We make decisions that
wethink arein our best interestsand will serve even God well. But
we forget to consult God and His Word. We refuse to obey Him and
we say that we may disobey because our way is better and will
serve God. This is what Rebekah did, and if we do this we will
suffer the same chastisement that she did. Sing Psalter 98.

August 3 Read Genesis 27:11-17

We have looked at Isaac and Rebekah's plans; now let uslook at
their sons' reactionsto the plans. In verse 5 we see that Esau agreed
with his father without the slightest hesitation. He was a profane
person according to Hebrews 12 and cared not for the things of
God. It did not bother him that he had sold the birthright blessing
already; hewent out to hunt deer. Jacob on the other hand seemsto
be aman of better moral character. In himself was he? His protests
to his mother’s plans were not that they were lies and deceptions,
but rather he protests because he is fearful of being found out. Af-
ter his mother more clearly outlines her deceptive plan, he com-
plies to carry it out. We, too, are no better by nature than either
Esau or Jacob, but by God's grace we like Jacob must be brought to
Bethel by God. Let us seek to walk awalk of sanctification in this
life and not live lives of lying and deception. Sing Psalter 96.

BEACON LIGHTS

August 4 Read Genesis 27:18-23

We see this sad story of man trying to play God further unfoldin
today’sreading. First of all we seelsaac’s misgivingsover theiden-
tification of his son. Isiit really Esau? Obviously he had doubts.
And then we see Jacob'’s boldface lie; “the Lord God brought it to
me.” God will give hispeopleover into their sinsfor atime even as
he did with Isaac and Jacob. He does this so that His grace will
shine most brightly above the dark sordid natures that we possess.
In thisway we see our need of the Savior who is Christ Jesus. Both
I saac and Jacob were chastised for their sins. We, too, will be chas-
tised if we attempt to impose our will upon the will of our heavenly
Father. Sing Psalter 26:1-3.
August 5 Read Genesis 27:24-29

In today’s verses we see the end of Isaac’s conversation with
Jacob. He seems to have satisfied himself that thisis Esau as he
smells the outdoor smells and feels the hairy arms. He eats the
food that appears to his tired, worn-out taste buds to be venison
prepared by Esau. He then pronounces a blessing upon Jacob. At
first it seems to be everything that Rebekah and Jacob desired. It
was the birthright blessing which gave to Jacob the right of ruling
the family aswas donein that patriarchal society. It seemedto give
to Jacab the riches that had been accumulated by Abraham and
Isaac as God had blessed them. But there is something missing. Do
you know what it is? I's the covenant promise among those bless-
ings that Isaac pronounced? No, it is not. This shows to us that
Isaac really knew that the covenant blessing could never be for
Esau. That he must have intended to give to Jacob later. This does
not excuse |saac, however. God meant for Jacob to have the com-
plete birthright blessing. God would be vindicated when Esau came
in from the fields. Sing Psalter 94:1-4.
August 6 Read Genesis 27:30-35

Isaac did not have to wait long for his sin to find him out. Soon
after Jacob leaves his tent Esau comes in bearing the fruits of the
day’s hunting. When we read that Isaac “trembled exceedingly”
we know that he was pricked in his heart for hissin. We must know
that God will do that to us aswell. No matter what our age we can
hide nothing from our all-seeing God. Oh, sometimes it will not
happen immediately, but it will happen! Of this we must be sure!
Our sinswill find us out and God will prick our hearts either gently
or not so gently. Let us flee sin, people of God, and flee to the
throne of grace for forgiveness from such sin. Sing Psalter 93.
August 7 Read Genesis 27:36-40; Hebrews 12:14-17

To know the true character of Esau we must turn to Hebrews 12.
Esau’s tears were not the tears of repentance. They are tears of a
man who did not get what he wanted in this world. Esau had no
concern for hissoul; he only had concern for hisbelly. That washis
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god; that iswhat he served. He did not care what happened after he
died; he only cared for number one-himself. Are we any different?
As we go to work each day, what motivates us in our work? Is it
what we can gain for ourselves or what we can do to glorify God?
Do we work for the food of this world or the meat that endureth?
We know Esau’s end. We know that he is the picture of the repro-
bate. But we must be careful not to livelike him. We must carefully
seek repentance for our sinsthat we commit against almighty God.
Sing Psalter 23:1-5.
August 8 Read Genesis 27.41-46

We come to the end of this sad chapter of Holy Writ. We might
be inclined to say, “Why?’ But we know that it, like al things,
work out for good to them who love God. In this chapter we seethe
anger the reprobate have for the elect. People of God, the wicked
in this world do not want to help you; they hate you! We see that
Rebekah was chastised for trying to run ahead of God. Asfar aswe
know she and her beloved son never see each other again. We also
see further evidence of her weak spiritual character as she triesto
save her son by claiming that she wants a better wife than the daugh-
ters of Heth. A noble thought but when used in deception not a
correct thought. Once again we must see that we are no better than
Rebekah. We try to cover for our faultswith seeming noble reasons
but inwardly they are evil. Let us pray God for deliverance from
such sins. Sing Psalter 95.
August 9 Read Genesis 28:1-5

We see two important thoughtsin this passage of Scripture. First
of all, we see that Isaac gives to Jacob the covenant blessing. This,
as you remember, was ordained by God even before Jacob was
conceived and born. Thiswas the blessing that Esau cared nothing
about and is the blessing for which we should strive. Secondly, we
see Isaac’s concern that his son marry a godly woman. Fathers, is
this your concern for your sons? Do you monitor their dating in
such away that they seek God-fearing young ladies? That is, young
ladies who will be willing to take their places beside your sonsin
God's church. This is a matter which must not be taken lightly.
Thisisamatter of prayer and meditation upon God’'s Word. Let us
not neglect the covenant promise in this matter and rest assured
that God will bless our actions. Sing Psalter 360.
August 10 Read Genesis 28:6-9

Once again we see the true characters of the nations Rebekah
carried in her womb. Esau, whom God hated, already had two wives.
He tried to cover hisfather’s displeasure and married another. He
tried to please hisfather by hisworksand not by obedience to God.
Jacob, we read, obeyed his parents and left their house to seek a
godly wife. Young men (and young women) what are you doing in
this matter? What type of girl friend and boyfriend are you seek-
ing? Whom do you associate with? Are you looking for a godly
husband or wife? Areyou seeking amate who will love God’sWord
and His commandments with you all the days of your life? Thisis
not a light matter. Before you give or accept aring can you pray
with and for the one who is giving or the one to whom thering is
given? Think of these things. They are important! Sing Psalter
148:1-4.
August 11 Read Genesis 28:10-15

Let us think about Jacob as he leaves his parents' house and

goes to Haran. He does not know it yet but it will be along time
until he sees his father again. Asfar as we know, he will never see
his beloved mother on thisearth. He goes alone, with no one. What
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must he have been feeling asit got dark in Luz that night? He had
nothing but stonesfor his pillow and no one to talk to. But, he was
not alone. For that night God came to him in a dream and in the
words of the covenant promise told him that wherever he went, He
would be with him. Is this your comfort, people of God? Do you
believe that God is with you on this earth until death brings you
into His presence? Lay hold upon the covenant promises which
God has established in Abraham and carried out in Christ. Lay hold
on those promises and rest assured that God will be with you each
and every day and in any place that He leads you. Sing Psalter
241:1-5.
August 12 Read Genesis 28:16-22

When Jacob awakened that morning, he knew that he was not
alone. He knew that wherever he went God would be with him. He
renames the place where he lay that night Bethel-House of God.
He then made avow that when God brought him back to this place
he would sacrifice. Jacob knew he belonged in Canaan not in
Mesopotamia where he was going. People of God, do you know
where you belong? Do you know that to leave the churchisto live
outside the promised land? There is much for usto learn from the
lives of the Old Testament saints. Let us learn these lessons and
apply themin our lives. Let uslearn to live where God has placed
usand how He has placed us. In doing so we will bewalking in that
blessed covenant of grace which He has established with us and
with our children. Sing Psalter 241:6-9.

August 13 Read Genesis 29:1-14

Many years ago Abraham had sent his servant to Haran to find a
goodly wifefor Isaac. Now Isaac’s son is making the samejourney.
Once again God shows that He is pleased with those who seek
godly spouses. Jacob was astranger in Haran. Strangerswere often
looked upon with suspicion. This did not happen here. He was
welcomed with open armsinto the house of Laban. God also began
to show to Jacab his future wife. As strangers and pilgrims on this
earth, we must trust that God will care for us. And He will aswe
walk in obedience to His Word. It is only when we stray from His
path that He withholds His Spirit from us and we feel lost in this
wicked world. Be pilgrims and strangers here, people of God, and
look for your abiding place with the church in heaven. Sing Psalter
107.

August 14 Read Genesis 29:15-20

Things seemed to be working well for Jacob. He hasfound work
in Haran in his uncle’s Laban’'s house. He has found the woman
that he wishes to marry. He seems to have everything he wishes.
But thiswas not God'sway for him. Jacob still had lessonsto learn
in God's schoolroom. Laban was not all that he seemed to be. As
he watched Jacob work for him, he began to scheme away to make
this turn to his profit. God was chastising Jacob for the way in
which he obtained the birthright. God did not want Jacob just to
marry and to “live happily ever after.” No, Jacob had to be tried
like silver and had to have the dross removed from hislife. Do we
understand this, people of God? If we do, then we will understand
our afflictions and how they work for our profit. Sing Psalter 329.
August 15 Read Genesis 29:21-30

As we read the pages of Holy Writ we may wonder why God
ordained the details of today’s reading. This seems anything but
how a covenant marriage should go. But we know that all things
work for the good of them that love God. Jacob, too, had to learn
thislesson asthe righteous God chastised him. We al so see Jacob’s
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lack of contentment with Leah who God had obviously placed in
his path. Was Jacob right to be angry? We might think so but this
was God's way for him. Should he have married again? God does
not seem to reprimand him for his sin of adultery in having more
than one wife, or does He? Think of the trials that Jacob had in his
family even beginning with the end of this chapter. To take our
lives in our hands and to not say “if the Lord wills” can and will
cause us grievous consequences. Let us not play God with our lives
on this earth. Sing Psalter 383.

August 16 Read Genesis 29:31-35

The trouble that | spoke of yesterday was beginning in Jacob’s
life. His favoritism toward Rachel caused strife in hisfamily. Can
you imaginethe bickering that went on in that household? Stop and
think about it for a minute. And then decide if you want to play
God with your life. But God used thissituation for His church. God
blesses Jacob and L eah with children. Covenant seed were bornin
his family including the one who would be the ancestor of Christ.
L eah shows her godly heart as she names her children. Oh, shewas
not without sin either, as she looked upon her childbearing as a
contest. But yet in the names of her children she shows herself asa
true covenant mother in Israel. Let us give thanks for each cov-
enant child that God gives to us. Let us long for children of the
covenant so that our quivers may be full. Make this a matter of the
heart, people of God, and make it a matter of your prayers. Sing
Psalter 359.

August 17 Read Genesis 30:1-5

Once again we see God's chastisement of Jacob’s sins. The con-
test between his wives continues, and more sins become evident.
Jacob knows what is right. Even as he snaps at Rachel, he con-
fesses that the giving of children is only in the hand of God. Yes,
man in his sinfulness will either try to prevent children or plan for
them, but it isin God's hands. This is alesson that Rachel had to
learn. Thisisalesson for us as well. Children are gifts from God;
not possessions that are made part of our lives to charm us. We
must seethat thisisthe idea of the covenant. Let usdesire children
and let uswait patiently for Him to give them to us when He with-
holds them. Sing Psalter 135.
August 18 Read Genesis 30:6-13

As each child was born, we see the church growing in Jacob’s
house. No, this does not put God's stamp of approval upon Jacob’s
sins, but it helps us to see that God will use our faults for the good
of the church and for His glory. Jacob was receiving his quiver full
from God. That quiver would eventually hold twelve sons and at
least one daughter. As he looked over his growing family, Jacob
must have remembered the promise that God had given to him at
Bethel. Oh, he was not ready to leave Haran yet. This, of course,
was because of his weaknesses and God's plans. But yet God's
promise to Abraham that his seed would be as the stars of heaven
and the sand by the sea was coming true. Do we confess and hold
to those promises, people of God? Let us remember them every
time we baptize another of God's giftsto us. Sing Psalter 425:4-6.
August 19 Read Genesis 30:14-21

It appears that Jacob was staying in Haran too long. The contest
between L eah and Rachel now entered into the realm of the super-
stitions and supernatural. True, Leah uses God's name at |east two
timesin this section, but they are the words of someone who does
not place al histrust in Jehovah. Jacob is becoming less of a pil-
grim and stranger in Haran. It will take more of hisuncle'strickery

BEACON LIGHTS

to convince him of that. OnthisLord’s Day, let us ponder our call-
ing in this life. Are we becoming too comfortable in this world?
Are we resorting to the world’swaysin our daily lives? Let ususe
this day to prepare for the eternal Sabbath that will be oursin the
heavenly Canaan. Sing Psalter 27.

August 20 Read Genesis 30:22-24

God remembered Rachel. This tells us much. First of al it tells
us that Rachel had finally learned that it was God who controls
birth and not man. She had learned to go to the covenant God in
prayer and ask for the desire of her heart. Oh, she may not have
understood all for which she was praying, but God remembered
her. She showsthat she had learned her lessonswell when she named
Joseph. She confessed that God was her covenant Jehovah who
aone holds our lives in his hand. Do you know about Jehovah,
people of God? Do you know Him in faith? If we do, we can rest
assured that He will remember usin whatever way we arein. Pray,
people of God of all ages, and know that God will remember you.
Sing Psalter 330.
August 21 Read Genesis 30:25-30

Jacob more and more knows that he must not stay in Haran any
longer. But God is not ready for him to go yet. He is not ready to
face his brother. His faith needs more strengthening yet and so
when Laban offershim ajob, heisinclined to take it. Jacob was a
diligent worker. He knew shepherding well. Children and young
people, as the school year comes closer and closer you need to be
diligent like Jacob. You need to use the talents God has given to
you each day at your desks. You are to do this not so that you get
good grades or a good job. You need to do thisin order to glorify
God in the station and calling He has placed you. Consider this as
you pack your school bag. Parents, consider this as well as you
listen to your children’srecounting of their day at school. Arethey
carrying out the covenant work that God has given to them? Sing
Psalter 213:1-4.

August 22 Read Genesis 30:31-36

Jacob is not ready to stand up to his uncle Laban yet. But he
realizes that to give his uncle a chance to say that he had helped
Jacob would not be good. So, when asked what the wages would
be, he chose the least desirable of the animals. You could almost
hear the chuckle in Laban's mind when Jacob named his price.
What does this teach us? First of all, we must not use our craft to
make ourselvesrich in thisworld. We may use our talent that God
has given to us, but we must say “if the Lord will.“ Secondly, we
must place al of our dependence upon God in earthy as well as
spiritual matters. Yes, we know of Jacob’s attempting to help God.
But here we see him asking for God's help. Are we ready to do
that? Sing Psalter 79.

August 23 Read Genesis 30:37-43

We intimated that Jacob’s schooling was not yet finished. This
we seein today’sready. Jacob turnsto awell-known superstitionin
order to make himself rich. Jacob always felt that he had to help
God along. What about us? Are we willing to rely on God's good-
nessaswe carry out our daily work whether it be on the farm, at the
office, inthe home, at thefactory, or at school ? What isour attitude
as we do the work God has set before us? Do we trust in Him to
bring all things to pass, or do we consider helping God out alittle
bit?Yes, we may use the talents He has given to usin our work. In
fact, we must use those talents. But we must trust in God to “ estab-
lish the work of our hands.” Wait patiently upon Jehovah, people
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of God, and He will give you what you need in this life and espe-
cialy in thelife to come. Sing Psalter 65.

August 24 Read Genesis 31:1-9

God blessed Jacob while he stayed in Haran. We may ask why
did God did this seeing the many sins that Jacob committed. The
answer isthat God was caring for His church that was seenin Jacob’s
family. Jacob’s riches al so become the occasion for his needing to
leave and to return to Canaan. Histime of schooling in Haran was
over. Jacob knew that it was God who had blessed him. Even though
he had resorted to superstition, God made it known to Jacob that
Hewas God alone. When God said return unto Canaan, Jacob was
ready to listen. Are we listening to what God says to us? Do we
have our ears prepared to listen? If we fill our ears with worldly
philosophies, we will not listen. Aswe go to bed to night let us pray
with Samuel, “Speak Lord for thy servant heareth.” Sing Psalter
386:1-5.
August 25 Read Genesis 31:10-16

Jacob calls hiswives to him and recounts the dream that he had
in which God tells him to leave Canaan. In that dream God called
upon Jacob to remember the vow he made while at Bethel. Jacob
may wonder what his wives will say. Will they leave their home
and go to astrange land? Will they |eave behind their family? God
has prepared them aswell. Laban has no carefor hisown flesh and
blood. In his monster like way he has shown his hatred toward
them. God uses this hatred to make it easy for Rachel and Leah to
leave Haran and travel to Canaan with Jacob. Jacob needed this
help from God. He could not face L aban without the support of his
wives. Jacob was learning that putting his trust in himself was a
recipefor failure. Have welearned that |esson? Have we learned to
“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding” ? L et us make that amatter of prayer today and
always. Sing Psalter 101.
August 26 Read Genesis 31:17-24

Aswe read Scripture we must be careful not to overlook seem-
ingly insignificant verses. Thefirst of theseisthat Jacob |eft Haran
when L aban was occupied somewhere else. Now it istruethat L aban
would not have let Jacob go willingly of his own accord, but it is
equally true that God would have provided away for him to leave
Haran. Secondly in the same verse we aretold that Rachel took her
father’sidols. Thistellsyou about the weak spiritual nature of both
Rachel and Jacob. Jacob may not have known of this particular
incident, but | am sure that he would have known about Rachel’s
lovefor theidols of Mesopotamia. Finally we have the versewhich
shows us that God came to Laban to warn him not to bother Jacob.
Thisshowsto usthat God'seyeison Hispeopleevenasitison the
common sparrow. Read the Scriptures slowly and | ook for the mean-
ing that will help usin our lives. Sing Psalter 100.
August 27 Read Genesis 31:25-30

Even though Laban was not going to physically harm Jacob, he
did plan to try and scare him as much as possible. He starts out
mildly by asking why Jacob had not allowed him to say goodbyeto
his daughters. He then said that | could have hurt Jacob and would
have except God had told him to leave him alone. Finally he makes
his accusation concerning his idols. Obviously these idols were
important to him, even as Rachel’s stealing them shows us that
they were important to her. It was definitely time that Jacob took
hisfamily and children away from thisidol worshiping place. What
about us? Are there idols in our houses or in places we frequent
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that we should leave alone? Will we obey God and put away these
idols, or must we wait for Him to make His displeasure known to
us in our life? Let us learn from Jacob’s life to keep our family
from evil. Sing Psalter 289:4-7.
August 28 Read Genesis 31:31-35

God continues His chastisement of Jacob in Laban’'s questions
and accusations. Jacob becomesirritable and rashly saysthat who-
ever isfound with theidols should be put to death. Instead of com-
manding his family to give up what did not belong to them, he
leads Rachel into deceit. Lying is a sin which clings often to the
child of God. Sometimes we liein order not to suffer some conse-
guences. Sometimes we cause our children to lie in order to cover
our shortcomings. We must know that sins against the third and
ninth commandmentswill not go unpunished by our righteous God.
Let us put off this sin from us. Children and young people, make
thisyour resolve asyou begin anew school year. Parents, help your
children by not lying for them or causing themto lie. Lovethetruth
and speak the truth. Sing Psalter 204.
August 29 Read Genesis 31:36-42

After Laban was finished searching fruitlessly for hisidols, itis
now Jacob’s turn to be angry. He tells his uncle things he has been
wishing to tell him for twenty years. And then he makes abeautiful
confession in verse 42. Jacob confesses that except God had been
with him, Laban would have consumed him. Jacob islearning more
and more to wait upon Jehovah. This he must do in order to face
Esau in the confidence that God will protect him. No, Jacob was
not sinless in this matter. We know that he had tried to take some
thingsinto hisown hands. We, too, must learn to say except God be
with us... Let uslearn thislesson. Let uslearn to wait upon Jehovah
our covenant God knowing that He will help usin all of our cares
and anxieties. Make the request to trust in Him apart of your daily
prayers. Sing Psalter 422:1, 7.
August 30 Read Genesis 31:43-48

Laban is not ready to listen to the rebuke of his son-in-law. He
tells Joseph that all that Joseph hasreally belongsto him. But Laban
out of fear of God, not a righteous fear, wants to make a pact that
they can leave each other without fear of retribution. Jacob and
L aban gather stonestogether for amemorial. Thiswasausual thing
in that area. The idea was that the stones being lasting would re-
mind them to make their promises lasting. It is hard to know what
to say about this ceremony. Does Laban mean what he says? Is
Jacob just doing thisin order that he can leave in safety? The an-
swers to these questions are in God's hands. We can learn, how-
ever, to leave these sorts of thingsin God's hands. Vows and prom-
ises that we make will only come to pass if they are pleasing to
God. Sing Psalter 422:5, 6.

August 31 Read Genesis 31:49-55

Mizpah! What a beautiful thought! It has hard to put this into
perspective seeing it is Laban who says these words. But let us
look at that word and its meaning. Mizpah! “The LORD watch
between me and thee while we are apart.” These are words that we
need to take upon our lips, as we separate from loved ones. Par-
ents, these would be good words to use as children marry and leave
the area where you reside. They would be good words to use as
children go off to college. We know that God will watch over our
children when they are away from us. Children and others as you
leave loved ones, do you take these words upon your lips? In our
highly mobile society these would be good words to use in their
full meaning. Sing Psalter 398.
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Devotional

Watching Daily
At My Gates

by Rodney Kleyn

September 1 Read Genesis 32:1-8 & 28:10-22

In Genesis 32 we come to an important juncture in the life of
Jacaob. It isimportant because now Jacob is returning the land of
Canaan, and because we see a changed Jacob in this chapter. In
the verses for today’s meditation we read, “And Jacob went on
hisway.” Thisrefersto theway to theland of Canaan, theland of
promise. Jacob had been in exile for twenty years and now is
returning to Canaan. As he returns, the angels of God meet him.
When he was leaving twenty years earlier, God had showed to
Jacob in the vision at Bethel, recorded in Genesis 28:12-15, that
Hewas alwayswith him. In hiscommand to Jacob to return, God
had said, “I will be with thee (Gen 31:3). And now, as he returns
into the promised land, God shows in a concrete way that he is
with Jacob. The angelsof God are still watching over Jacob. Jacob
needed to know this. Soon he would face his arch-enemy, Esau.
The angels are sent to encourage him as he faces thistrial. Jacob
does not even know yet that Esau is coming to meet him, and the
angels appear in order to encourage him. He needs this encour-
agement. We need such encouragement too. God knows what
trials are coming our way and God sends us the help we need to
face thosetrials. His angels watch over us. Sing Psalter 249:1-4.
September 2 Read Genesis 32:9-12 & Eph. 2:1-10

Before fleeing from his brother Esau, Jacob had obtained the
birthright and the promise from his brother Esau. In both cases
Jacob had showed that he had the right spiritual attitude towards
the things of God — he had a zeal and love for the promises of
God. In both cases, however, Jacob had also showed that he could
not wait for God’s time to give him these things, and so instead
he had gone ahead of God and obtained these things in his own
strength. The same was true of Jacob in his dealings with Laban.
He used deceit to obtain God's bl ngs. Now, hereturnsto the
land of Canaan achanged man. Thisisevident from these verses.
Jacob isreturning to Canaan with women and small children and
Esau, his enemy, is coming to meet him with an army of men.
Jacob is scared so he praysto God. In this prayer Jacob showshis
faithin God. He confesses himself to be unworthy of any of God's
blessings and he relies for al his help and salvation entirely on
the promises of God. In doing this he shows that he now knows
that he cannot obtain God's promises in his own strength, but
that it is al of God's grace and strength. Only God can deliver
him from his enemies, and only God can bring him to the land of
promise. We see from this the sovereignty of God in salvation.
He defeats our enemies, sin and the devil, and hefulfillshisprom-
isesin bringing usto glory. It isall of God and none of us. Sing
Psalter 397:1-4.
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September 3 Read Genesis 32:13-23 and Psalm 37
In these verses Jacob sends a gift to his brother Esau. He does
thisin order to appease Esau’s wrath. Jacob knows Esau’s heart.
Esau is carnal, loving earthly things. Jacob will let these earthly
things go, will give them to Esau, just as long as he can come
peaceably into the promised land. Seeing these gifts, Esau will
realize that God has blessed Jacob, that Jacob did not come back
into Canaan in order to take it by force, and that Jacob’s interest
is not earthly wealth. Jacob is no threat to Esau in his quest to
attain the pleasures of this earth. Jacob has spiritual, not carnal
interests. We do not see, as some suggest, the old Jacob here, a
Jacob who relies on the arm of the flesh to defeat the enemies of
God, but instead we have here a Jacob who knows the heart of
wicked men, isnot interested in physical warfare, and who shows
that his interests are spiritual. Is that the attitude we display to
the ungodly? Sing Psalter 366.
September 4 Read Genesis 32:24-32 & Luke 18:1-8
This passage is most important. First, it shows the old Jacob.
Hewrestlesal night in his own strength with the Angel of Jeho-
vah. All night long, Jacob does not know with whom he iswres-
tling. In this struggle, he cannot prevail. When the angel touches
the hollow of histhigh, he knowsthat he does not wrestle with a
mere man. At the divinetouch of theangel, Jacob’sphysical ability
to fight disappears and Jacob is shown that he cannot fight in his
own strength. Knowing that he cannot go on in his own strength,
Jacab clingsto the Angel and pleads with him for ablessing. He
will not let the angel go till he blesses him. Hereisthelife of the
believer. He seesthat nothing can be obtained in hisown strength
and so hislifeis a continual pleading with God for deliverance
and blessing. Sing Psalter 362.
September 5 Read Genesis 33:1-11 & Proverbs 21:1
The main point of this passage is that God has made all things
well for Jacob. In this passage we see the enemy of Jacob coming
peaceably to him. The heart of the reprobate Esau isin the hand
of the Lord, and Esau can do nothing to hurt Jacob without God's
directing him to do it. The enemies of God's people are at God's
disposal. God uses them for the sake of his church in the world.
We can look around and see this today. Why is there so much
technology in the world today? Why are there so many cures for
diseases? For the sake of wicked men?No, in the end these things
do not serve wicked men at all, except to increase their judgment
and bring them down to destruction. All these things are for the
sake of the church and God's people. Sing Psalter 353.
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September 6 Read Genesis 33:12-16

In these verses Esau leaves Jacob and returns to Seir. Seir is
not the promised land of Canaan. Instead, it was a largely unin-
habited land in which Esau could easily find ahome by befriend-
ing the wicked men of Seir who lived there. Esau could not wait
for the Lord to give Canaan into the hand of his people, and so
went off and found some of his own land. He was not interested
in Canaan or the land of promise. Here, heinvites Jacob to come
to Seir with him, to join with him in his sin. Jacob does not go.
So Esau departs on hisown to Seir, and Jacob continues his jour-
ney to Canaan. We have here an expression of the antithesis be-
tween the church and the world. Esau leaves the church and all
the promises of God for worldly interests. Jacob and those with
him, the church of God, wait for the fulfillment of God’s prom-
isesin the land of Canaan. Sing Psalter 354.

September 7 Read Genesis 33:17-20

In these verses we see both the strength of Jacob against the
temptations of the world and his weakness in not following the
command of God because it required too much sacrifice. Esau
had requested Jacob to cometo Seir. Jacob, in verse 14, had said
that he would follow Esau to Seir. Now, in these verses, we see
that Jacob does not go to Seir. He knowsthat he must go to Canaan
and so, he goes to Canaan. As he returns to Canaan and settles
there he buys land and builds and altar naming it El-e-lo-he-Is-
rael. Thismeans* Jehovah, the mighty God of Israel,” and inthis
Jacob shows that he separates from Esau and the world in order
to serve and live with God. In this separation, Jehovah is his
mighty strength and shield. However, Jacob does show hisweak-
ness here again. In Genesis 28, Jacob had vowed to return to
Bethel, and in these verses he does not. I nstead, he settlesfirst at
Succoth for awhile, and then in Shechem. Heremains here for at
least 15 years while his daughter Dinah grows up. Jacob should
have continued on to Bethel. His disobediencein thisregard will
bring him trouble in the land of Shechem asis clear in the next
chapter. How oftenisit not thisway in thelife of achild of God.
We reach the pinnacles of faith, and then we settle down and
become content and even complacent towards what we have,
rather than pursuing and obeying the commands of God with vigor.
We need to trust and obey God in al our life. Sing Psalter 347.

September 8 Read Genesis 34:1-5

Here we have the beginning of Jacob’s troubles at Shechem.
Dinah, who was six years old when Jacob left Laban, has now
grown up in Shechem into a young woman. Jacob allows her to
mix and make friends with the other young people of the land
when he should not have even been herein Shechem, but should
have been in Bethel. Theresult of her mixing with theungodly is
that she commits fornication with an unbelieving young man.
Jacob’s response to thisis also weak. He is silent about the mat-
ter and waitsfor hissonsto return from their work of shepherding.
This passage shows that once we | et down our guard on one mat-
ter, we open the gatesto all kinds of sin and apostasy in our lives,
and we become weak in our fight against sin. Jacob’s disobedi-
ence in not going to Bethel meant that he was aso lax in his
oversight of his household. Sing Psalter 393.

September 9 Read Genesis 34.6-12
Hamor presents a proposal to the sons of Jacob. It isan attrac-
tive proposal with much earthly gain attached. They will be able
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to marry the daughters of Hamor. They will be able to possessthe
land, not as strangers, but as though the land is their own. They
will be able to trade and get possessions. And, besides this,
Shechem will do whatever they ask of him, just aslong as they
will let him marry their sister. The sons of Jacob, however, are
not tempted by this proposal. They are very angry because this
man has dared to lie with their sister and do that which ought not
be done. Their anger is a righteous anger against sin, and they
will not succumb to the temptations of the wicked. Is this our
reaction to sin? Is this our reaction to temptations that seem as
though they would be very profitable to us? Sing Psalter 396.
September 10 Read Genesis 34:13-24

Jacob’s sons deal deceitfully here with Hamor and his son
Shechem. This they ought not to have done. However, despite
their deceit, we see that God uses this occasion to set his people
apart from the inhabitants of the land. We see in verse 21-24 the
real motive of Hamor in all this. He wants more riches for him-
self. He wants the sons of Jacob to become one with him so that
he can take possession of all that belongs to Jacob. To this the
wicked men of the city agree, showing that they, just like Hamor,
are concerned only with getting more for themselves. Here we
get a glimpse into the heart of the unregenerate. They are self-
ishly motivated and wholly earthly minded. The antithesisfor us
meansliving in exactly the opposite way of the wicked. We should
be motivated by a selfless and sacrificial love for God and the
neighbor, and our minds should be set on heavenly things. Sing
Psalter 246.

September 11 Read Genesis 34:25-31

Here Jacob’s sons follow through with their deceitful plan.
When the men of the city are weak and sickly because of their
circumcisions, the sons of Jacob come upon them and kill them.
Jacob’s evaluation of thisisthat his sons have made him to stink
among the inhabitants of the land, and he is afraid that the
Canaanites will now band together against him. This may have
been true, and what his sons did may have been deceitful and
wicked, but one good thing comes out of this. The antithesis be-
tween Jacob and the Canaanites is re-established. God uses this
event in Jacob’s life to bring him to see that he should live sepa-
rately from the world of the ungodly. It also makes him ready to
leave Shechem for Bethel. Our sin often leads to trouble in our
lives but in the end God usesit for our good. Sing Psalter 289:1-
5.
September 12 Read Genesis 35:1-8

Now Jacob obeys God. He obeysnot only by keeping his prom-
ise and returning to Bethel, but also by commanding that all
strange gods be put away from his household. Whilein Shechem
his family had been influenced by those around them and Jacob,
because he himself was not obeying God's command to go to
Bethel, did not rebuke them. His sin and his seared conscience
gave way to moresinin hisfamily. Now, as he again obeys God,
he isrenewed in al of hiswalk before God and demands of his
household that they also obey God by putting away the strange
gods. God blesses him in this by putting fear in the hearts of all
the inhabitants of Canaan so that they dare not touch Jacob and
hishousehold. Intheway of obedience we experience God'sbless-
ings. Sing Psalter 309.
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September 13 Read Genesis 35:9-15

For the 15 or so years that Jacob dwelled in Shechem, he did
not experience the blessings of God. Now, as he obeys and comes
to Bethel, God blesses him again by reiterating the promises of
the covenant to him. Heiscalled |srael, a Prince with God. Heis
told that the land promised to Abraham and Isaac will be his— a
land which pictured heaven. He is told aso that “a nation” and
“acompany of nations” will be born of him. Thisdescribes |srael
as aparticular people, “anation,” the elect of God, but also as a
great people, “a company of nations,” a great nation comprised
of twelve tribes. Further, God promises that “kings’ shall come
out of hisloins. This speaks of his seed, a seed which will ulti-
mately lead to the promised Messiah, the King. God's love and
favor asexpressed in these promisesis particularly for Jacob and
Israel. Of all the nations of the earth, God chooses this man and
hislittle band for himself. This showsthat election isall of grace
and that God's promises are never conditioned on something we
do. Sing Psalter 261.
September 14 Read Genesis 35:16-20

Rachel calls the son of her death “Benoni,” “the Son of my
Sorrow.” The scriptures throughout picture Rachel as a woman
who weeps and is in sorrow, but can never be comforted (Jer.
31:15, Matt. 2:17). If wereflect on the life of Rachel we seethis.
Her life was characterized by a covetous heart which meant that
she was never happy with what she had from God. In her bare-
ness she cries to Jacob, “Give me children or else | die.” When
L eah’s son picks some mandrakes, small apples, she wants them.
When Jacob flees from Laban, she takesthe idols. So also as she
bares her last son, she calls him the son of her sorrows. Rachel
gives us an example of warning. She dies in misery because of
her lack of contentment in God’sway for her. Sing Psalter 426:1-
3.
September 15 Read Genesis 35:21-29

Here we have the ending of the history or “generations’ of
Isaac. This began in Genesis 25:19 when it is reported that
Rebekah, Isaac’s wife, is barren. The history of Isaac’s genera-
tions from then till this point has consisted mostly in arecord of
the birth and life of Jacob. Thisisimportant to note. The blessing
tolsaacisfinaly realized when Jacob and histwelve sonsreturn
to the land of Canaan and take up their residence there. Now the
promised seed isin the promised land and | saac dies seeing God's
covenant promises to him being fulfilled. What a change from
the beginning of Isaac’s generations when, as far as Isaac and
Rebekah were concerned, it was physically impossible for the
promise to be fulfilled. In this we see that what is impossible
with man is never impossible with God, and that God, despite
our weakness, carries out his covenant promises. Sing Psalter
278.
September 16 Read Genesis 36:1-14

Before the Scripture turns to the positive treatment of Jacob’s
generations, the continuation of the covenant line, it tells us of
the generations of Esau. In the Scriptures Esau and his genera-
tions are a picture of the reprobate element of created humanity.
Thisis clear from several points of view. First, both in the an-
nouncement of Esau’s birth, as well as in the passages which
comment on this (Malachi 1 and Romans 9), wefind that Esauis
said to be the one eternally hated and reprobated by God. Sec-
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ond, there are specific passages in Scripture which identify the
descendants of Esau, the Edomites, as those who are wicked and
profane (Genesis 36:8 & 43, Malachi 1:2-4 and Jeremiah 49:17
ff.). Third, there is no continuation of God'’s covenant line men-
tioned in any of the descendants of Esau in this chapter. At times
in his life, Esau may appear to be sorry for his wickedness and
even to have a right spirit and attitude toward the promises of
God. He weepsthat he has sold hisbirthright. He crieswith tears
of joy when Jacob returnsto Canaan. He buries | saac with Jacob.
However, we must remember in al thisthat heis, by the express
teaching of Scripture, areprobate. This meansthat hisworks are
never good works, done from a true heart and for the glory of
God. His good works are hypocritical. Sing Psalter 420:1-2.
September 17 Read Genesis 36:15-43

Because Esau and his offspring are pictured in Scripture asthe
reprobate portion of mankind, we can say that they are atype of
the wicked kingdom of Antichrist which always seeks to set it-
self up as greater and mightier than God’s church so that it might
come against that church to destroy it. This must be our analysis
of Esau’s separation from Jacob in his going to Seir, and also of
the generations of Esau that are listed. He becomes a great civil
power on earth so that he may destroy the line of the elect seed,
Jacab. In this, however, we must remember always the necessity
of the reprobate and the kingdom of Antichrist in thisworld for
the church. Just as the chaff serves the wheat, so a so the wicked
aways serve the preservation of the church. This is true even
when it seems otherwise, when it seems as though God blesses
the wicked—as it must have seemed here to Jacob with respect
to Esau—and when it seems as though God does not bless his
own people—as it must have also seemed to Jacob who dwelled
asastranger in astrangeland (Genesis 37:1). Sing Psalter 414:1-
2.
September 18 Read Genesis 37:1-11

Joseph was a godly lad, hated by his wicked living brothers.
Several things brought this hatred. The favoritism showed to Jo-
seph by their father was one cause, the dreams of Joseph were
another, and Joseph’sgodly example and reporting of their wick-
edness was the third. Joseph was obedient to God's will for him
in all his life though it brought him scorn and persecution. Jo-
seph is an example for young people to follow. He was already
strong in faith as a teenager, and he refused any fellowship with
the sin of his brothers. The dreams of Joseph were sent by God
and demonstrated that God is sovereign over al that would come
to Joseph in hislife. Through these dreams, and al so his upbring-
ing, Joseph, as ayoung boy, was strong in faith. Thisfaith would
be necessary in the trials ahead. It would seem to Joseph, as it
will to us too when we read Genesis 37ff., that God was far off
and that the wicked seem to triumph over therighteous. But, this
was not the case. God worked all things in Joseph’s life for the
salvation of his church, and Joseph, in the darkest of times, put
hisfaith in this promise of God. Sing Psalter 192:1-3.
September 19 Read Genesis 37:12-22

The brothers of Joseph grow in their hatred of him to the point
that they want to murder him. The chief reason isthat heis dis-
tinguished by the Lord from his brothers. God sets Joseph apart
as righteous by giving him the dreams. This becomes the one
main reason for the brothers” hatred of him. They call him, “This
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dreamer.” Because Josephisafriend of God heis hated. Are we
hated by the ungodly? Is it because of who we are and what we
do with regard to those ungodly? Because we act in hatred to-
ward them? Let it never bel! Rather, let the ungodly hate and
despi se us because we love God and because our lives show forth
the glory of God. Let us not give occasion to the wicked to hate
us and sin against God because of our hateful conduct towards
them, but rather because we love and serve God and will not
walk with them in their sin. Sing Psalter 192:4-6.
September 20 Read Genesis 37:23-28

How isit that Joseph'’s brothers can come to hate him so much
that they would kill him, or that they at least, in the end, sell him
as aslave? The answer is that all hatred is in the end murder, a
breaking of commandment which says, “Thou shalt not kill.”
Hatred iswhereit begins. Hatred expressed itself in the brothers
in that they could not say anything nice to or about Joseph. They
could not even give him adecent greeting, but instead would just
grunt to acknowledge his polite, “Good morning.” This hatred
stewed in their hearts and became envy so that they not only
could not speak well to him but also begrudged him for all that
he had. This envy led them to a complete despising of his person
so that they preferred, in the end, to see him dead than to see him
at al. So, their hatred bred murder. How do we do keeping the
commandment that forbids murder? In our thoughts about oth-
ers, especially those in authority? In our actions towards others,
especially thelittle brother or sister or the classrunt?1n our words
behind the backs of others? Sing Psalter 298:7-9.
September 21 Read Genesis 37:29-36

In essence Joseph’s brothers were guilty of his murder. Jacob
believed Joseph was dead, and Joseph had been cut off from any
communion with his family. It was as if he were murdered. The
brothers meant thisfor evil (Gen 50:20). But thereisawonderful
truth behind all this narrative. It doesn’t matter whose actions
they were, good or bad, that brought Joseph to Egypt, God sover-
eignly directed all these events for the good of his people. He
decreed the folly of Jacob in favoring Joseph. He directed the
movement of the sons of Jacob so that they were in Dothan when
Joseph came to them, right by the highway to Egypt. God deter-
mined that the Midianitish train of camels came past at just the
right moment. God saw to it that Potiphar needed a slave and
that Joseph would thusend up in theroyal prison. All thingswere
directed for the good of his Israel. And so it always is with our
salvation. When it seems that God is far off and the wicked tri-
umph, we must remember that God is near, that heisin control,
and so we should trust in him and not be afraid. Sing Psalter 281.
September 22 Read Genesis 38:1-11

Inthis chapter we have an example of how Jacob’sfamily failed
in their living as pilgrims and strangers in the land of Canaan.
Judah |leaves hishome, his brothers, and hisfather’s house to see
how he can fare in the world on his own. The result is that he
makes acquaintance with the ungodly Hirah. Having this man
for hisfriend, they go out on the town at night and Judah sees a
Canaanitish girl, takes her, has extra-marital sex with her, and
hence is forced to marry her. The result of this marriageis three
sons, thefirst two of whom are extremely wicked men asis obvi-
ousfrom their death at the hands of God. We might ask, what has
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happened to the covenant promises of God? How will they ever
be fulfilled when Judah, the one from whom the Messiah will
come, mixes himself and his generations with the world in this
way? The answer is God's redeeming grace in the heart of a
Canaanitish woman, Tamar, who loves the covenant promises
and is concerned that the covenant seed be born. Sing Psalter
206.
September 23 Read Genesis 38:12-23

Here we seetwo of God's children committing awful sins. The
motive of Judah is selfish. Hiswife hasdied. Heburnsin lust for
awoman, and so goes in to one whom he thinksisawhore. This
is a terrible sin. The motive of the other, Tamar, is more just,
though her sin of adultery should not be endorsed. She, a
Canaanitish woman, loves the promises of God, sees that they
can only be fulfilled in the continuation of the lines of the cov-
enant from which Christ will be born, and so wantsto bring forth
that covenant seed. Her first husband was killed for some sin
related to their marriage. Her second husband despised the cov-
enant seed and, for selfish reasons, would not bring it forth. Her
father-in-law does not seem to care about the covenant seed ei-
ther in hisforgetting, so to speak, to give his son Shelah to Tamar
for ahusband. So, Tamar takesit into her own hands. Her motive
is good, her deed evil. In this light we can explain the words of
Judah in verse 26, “She hath been more righteous than 1.” We
should be concerned for the carrying out and fulfillment of God's
promises too. We do this by being faithful young people in our
walk, in our dating, in whom we marry, and in our long term
desiresfor life. We do not covet and seek earthly things, but covet
God'’s blessing on ourselves and his church which comesfrom us
and our children. Sing Psalter 253:1, 4, 5.
September 24 Read Genesis 38:24-30

There are two lessons in this passage concerning the sin of
Judah. Both are taught elsewhere in Scripture. The first is found
in Numbers 32:23, “And be sure, your sin will find you out.” So
it waswith Judah’s sin. He thought that he had covered hissin of
adultery over well, that it had been done in secret, and that no
one would ever find out about it. Here, that sin comes back to
haunt him and Judah must confess that he has sinned. The sec-
ond lesson is taught by Jesus in Matthew 7:3-5, “And why
beholdest thou the motethat isin thy brother’seye, but considerest
not the beam that isin thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy
brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a
beam isin thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam
out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out
the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” Such was Judah’s sin. He
could seethe sinin thelife of Tamar, but he seemed to be able to
look past hisown similar sin without afeeling of guilt. How prone
we are to the same fault. Pray that God might give you the grace
to see your own faults before those of another. Sing Psalter 24.
September 25 Read Genesis 39:1-6

Joseph isone of the most outstanding examples of agodly youth
in Scripture. In this passage the example he sets is of one who
honors and obeys his employer, doing his work to the utmost of
his power and for the glory of God. Imagine the first days of
Joseph’s slavery. He would have been the lowliest of the slaves
in the household. He would have been among the youngest al so.
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He would have been given the most menial of duties. His heart
must have cried out for his home, his father and his brother Ben-
jamin. The temptation would have been there to run away from
his master. But Joseph submitsto his master and in that submits
to the will of God for him. He realizes that he has been placed
under the mastery of Potiphar in this foreign land according to
God's plan for him. He submits to that and does his best work.
What an example for godly youths employed and working in an
ungodly world! God givesthejob. God givesthe boss. God gives
the menial work. God givesthelow wages. Our calling isto sub-
mit and to bear testimony to God in the workplace. In that way
wewill be blessed as Joseph was. Employerswill profit from our
labors, and we, in turn, may even be promoted or paid more as a
result. But whatever the situation, we must submit to God's and
the employer’s will where that does not contradict God’s. Sing
Psalter 235.
September 26 Read Genesis 39:7-20

Hereagain Joseph is a good example for us. Joseph is some-
where between 17 and 19 years old. At this age, separated from
other young people, Joseph is faced with a powerful temptation
andinit remainsfaithful. The sinto which heistempted isforni-
cation. The seductressisthe beautiful and flirty wife of Potiphar.
Added to the temptation was great opportunity for Joseph in
Potiphar’s house. We must not think thistemptation was no temp-
tation for Joseph. He had seen the sin before in hisbrothers. Asa
young man, he likely struggled with the same youthful lusts as
any other young man would. Added to this is the fact that the
temptation was continual in the woman’'s attempting to seduce
him day after day. Joseph remains afaithful youth in temptation.
His one answer is, “I cannot do this great wickedness and sin
against God.” Joseph is the friend of God and so the enemy of
sin. For this he is persecuted in his imprisonment of more than
ten years — and we think the scoffing of the world is hard to
bear. Sing Psalter 327.
September 27 Read Genesis 39:21-40:4

The prison house was not abed of rosesfor Joseph. Weread in
Psalm 105:18 that they hurt his feet with fetters and that he was
laid in iron. Imagine Joseph’s thoughts now. He had been righ-
teous. He had rebuked his brothers for their sin and called them
to repentance. He had loved and served God. He had submitted
to God's will in remaining Potiphar’'s slave and doing his best
there. He had remained faithful to God’s command against forni-
cation when no one would ever have found out about the sin
anyway. Heloved and served God, and yet he ends up inthe dark
prison tied in chains. Still, however, Joseph'’s faith prevails. He
submits again to the will of God and the virtue of God shines
through him so that the prison keeper putsall the prisoners under
the care of Joseph. In obedience to God'swill, Joseph is blessed.
Sing Psalter 328.
September 28 Read Genesis 40:5-23

The Lord sends the butler and the baker to the prison so that
Joseph might be released from that dungeon. Joseph, it is sure,
still remembers his dreams and in faith believes that God sent
them and that God will fulfill them. He seems to understand also
that he is near the end of histraining for the great task that God
showed him in those dreams. Hence Joseph tells the butler to
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remember him before Pharaoh. And all thisis almost true. Soon
Joseph will be released. But not yet. First he must wait another
two years in prison, wondering if the butler ever remembered
him. When he is done with his imprisonment his affliction has
lasted as long as 13 years. That affliction has prepared him for
his place of work in God's kingdom. If we look at Joseph’stell-
ing of hisdreamsto his brothers and father we can conclude that
Joseph would probably have been proud of being governor inthe
land of Egypt and over his brothers. His affliction prepared him
to take up that work in humility. With the Psalmist, we can say
the same concerning our affliction: “1t isgood for methat | have
been afflicted; that | might learn thy statutes” (Psalm 119:71).
Sing Psalter 329.
September 29 Read Genesis 41:1-13

Israel could never have become a great nation in the land of
Canaan. It was too small of a country. Israel was too tempted to
join with the Canaanites. That iswhy God sendsthem to the land
of Egypt. There, for some 400 years they, according to God's
promise in Genesis 15:13-14, will increase and become a great
nation. This God works by sending afaminein theland of Canaan
and making Egypt the only place where food can be found. The
dreams of Pharaoh mark aturning point in the history of Joseph
and of Israel. The dreams bring about the rel ease of the righteous
Joseph and bring him to a state of glory in Egypt. The dreams
aso predict the famine that will bring the family of Jacob to-
gether again and so bring the wicked brothers to repentance for
their sin of murder. And further, the coming of Jacob and the
Israelitesto Egypt will be used by God to save much peoplealive
(Gen. 50:20), not only during the famine, but also during the 400
yearsthat will follow the famine. God will bring his nation from
conception to birth as anation in the womb of the land of Egypt,
and when they are finally constituted as an individual nation,
God will use them to bring judgment on the wicked Pharaoh and
Egypt and al so on the apostate Canaanitish nations. Sing Psalter
289:8-10.
September 30 Read Genesis 41:14-24

The example of Josephisclear in this passage again. If Joseph
was ever alittle proud, that is all gone now. Pharaoh asks Joseph
if heisableto interpret his dream and Joseph’s answer is, “It is
not in me, God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.” Joseph’s
confession isthat whatever we do that is good comes from God.
Joseph recognizesthat hiswisdom and ability to interpret dreams
comes solely from God. In the same way we ought to be humble
about the giftsthat we have from God. In humility we should use
themin hisservice. We should avoid pride and praising ourselves
for what we can do which others cannot. We should see that we
are ableto do what we do only because God gives usthe strength
and ability to doit. We should give al praiseto God for the gifts
we have in our pressing of them in his service. Sing Psalter 203
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Music

The Origins of Music

by Melissa Van Baren

In my last article, we considered the dominate af-
fect of music on our culture. Did you notice where mu-
sic is?It's everywhere! How has this come to be and
who isto be credited for a good portion of this? Where
does music originate? These are some of the things |
would like to consider in this article.

Musicisabeautiful gift of God: but, asmany things,
can be used for either good or evil. Music can be either
in singing or in the use of musical instruments. Musicis
a part of our nature. Although it isn’'t mentioned in the
Bible, singing, | believe, has been from the beginning.
Instruments, on the other hand, wereinvented. Who cre-
ated these instruments? A wicked man—from a very
wicked race. This man is Jubal, the descendant of Cain,
ason of Lamech and Adah (Gen. 4:21). Does this mean
that we are not to use musical instruments for the glory
of God? Of course not, the bible is packed full of in-
stances where God's people sing and use instruments
for the glory of God. For instance, in Exodus 15, Moses
sang to God, and Miriam (the sister of Aaron) and all the
women of the tribe of Israel “went out after her with
timbrelsand with dances’ (vs. 20). Also, the Leviteswere
in charge of themusic to be usedin thetemple, and David
wrateabook of songsinwhich he proclaims*® Sing aloud
unto God our strength: make ajoyful noise unto the God
of Jacob. Take apsalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the
pleasant harp with the psaltery” (Ps. 81:1, 2). Music must
be a part of our worship of God.

Why then does God use such awicked man to cre-
ate such a beautiful thing as instruments? Calvin in his
commentary on Genesis notes “Moses, however, ex-
pressly celebrates the remaining benediction of God on
that race, which otherwise woul d have been deemed void
and barren of all good” (pg. 218). It's amazing to think
that God, through a wicked man, created something to
praise and glorify himself. If we look around, its amaz-
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ing to note that God doesthat in many instances! Think-
ing about that, and reading through that passage in Gen-
esis, makesyou wonder—does that mean that Adam and
Seth’s race were ingenious? No, “but that there were,
among the sons of Adam, industrious and skillful men,
who exercised their diligencein the invention and culti-
vation of arts’ (Calvin's Commentary on the Book of
Genesis, pg. 218). | think it is important to note, that
even though Moses didn’t find it important to write on
their development in thisarea, he did, on the other hand,
show how these people “ called upon the name of Jeho-
vah, and walked with God, and preached righteousness’
(Unfolding of Covenant History, pg 248). They created
the songs, chants, and the psalms to go with the
instruments. They took these instruments and turned
them from man’s glory and used them for the honor and
praise of God.

Theturning of thingsfor man’sglory and using them
for God'sglory isdonethroughout history. What | would
like to do in my next articles is follow the worship of
God in music through the church and then compareit to
the music of theworld in the same era. What makes cer-
tain music the music of the “world?’ and what music is
God glorifying? How arethetwo different? and can they
be compared? What are some interesting things that can
be noted about both asthey stand the test of time? These
are just afew of the questions | would like to expound
upon in the next few articles. Please consider them and
how you answer them. [

Melissa is a member of Hope Protestant Reformed
Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Chruch Family

Godly Conversation

by Adam Bol

e often think of ourselves (asindividuals

Wor groups) as being better than others. We

do this subconsciously but the bad effects
can be seeninred life. We need to first realize that this
is aproblem and then we can try to fix it.

If you are clearly proud and exalt of yourself, then
you will be perceived to have problems because of your
attitude. One of the results of this attitude is that people
begin to not respect you. This can lead to many other
problems, because people can't get along with each other
without respect. People will avoid or ignore you. People
will try to argue with any side you take, just because you
think you' reright and don’t show that you respect them
or their opinion. Another problem is that even if you
were right al the time, nobody would like it but you.
Everybody wantsto beright and be appreciated some of
the time. The way to get on people’s good side is by
showing respect and humility.

Besides losing peopl€'s respect, we should also re-
alize that this proud attitude is unbiblical and wicked.
The Bible clearly says not to rank people. It saysthisin
Proverbs 28:21, “ To haverespect of personsisnot good.”
Hitler brought this idea to an extreme and believed the
Aryans were much better than Jews. It's easy to see a
problem in something, or someattitude, whenit’ sbrought
to the extreme, but we don’t alwaysrealize the potential
problemswhen we do the samethingsonasmaller level.
The problems are till there, only smaller. That's why
we must get rid of the cause—our pride.

The first step to solving a problem is to understand
it. We now understand that most of these problems come
from our desire to put ourselves above others. We also
realize that to continuein and nourish thisideawill just
cause more problems. To overcome this we must con-
stantly fight against it. We can do that by searching in
God's Word, which will tell us exactly how to fight and
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will encourage us. Proverbs 8:13 tells us what not to do
when it says, “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil:
pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward
mouth, do | hate.” Also Psalm 59:12, says, “For the sin
of their mouth and the words of their lips let them even
be taken in their pride: and for cursing and lying which
they speak.” Both of these versesteach uswhat to do by
telling about the evils of pride. A verse which gives en-
couragement is Matthew 23:12, “He that shall humble
himself shall beexalted.” All theseverseshelp usto fight
against our pride.

We must begin to strive to be humbleright now. We
cannot wait until some other time. Striving to be humble
isnot an activity that you wait until aconvenient timeto
start. You must start to be humble right now. Being
humble isn't always going to be easy and sometimes
won't be possible because of our sinful and totally de-
praved nature, but we must always try.

People who try to be humble gain many, many ben-
efits. Other peoplewill have afriendlier attitude and will
like you. You may not realize how important this really
is. Keep in mind that you come in contact with people
daily, so you want to get along with them and have ef-
fectiveness with them. Being humble will give you
greater influencein your connectionswith people. It will
also cause you to have more quality friends. Being
humble also shows others that you are imitating Christ
and you are being a subtle witness. A subtle witnessis
very effective just like Satan’s subtle withess to Eve in
the garden. This subtly is a good thing when being an
imitator of humble Christ.

Imitating Christ is not only good for our physical
liveswith getting what we want, but also is good for the
soul. It is written in Matthew 16:24, “If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me.” We are called to be like Christ,
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and when we do, we will be rewarded. Matthew 16:27:
“...Heshal reward every man according to hisworks.”
When we remember to be humblelike Christ, wewill be
rewarded in this life and the next. [

Adam is a member of Faith Protestant Reformed Church
in Jenison, Michigan. This essay was written in Mr.
Scott Van Uffelen’s Church History class at Covenant
Christian High School.

Where We Stand

The Necessity of Christian Discipline

by Rev. Ronald Hanko

Reprinted from the mission newsletter circulated in the
UK by Covenant PRC.
ne thing almost completely missing in the
Ochurch today is Biblical church discipline.
It isalmost unheard of for anyone to be ex-
communicated from the church, except for committing
agrosssin (and they are not always disciplined even for
that). People who live unchristian lives are alowed to
remain in the church as members. Unbelievers servein
church offices. Ministersare allowed to preach anything
and everything, no matter how unbiblical it may be. Sin,
unbelief, backsliding, and disobedience are rarely even
rebuked.

This is especidly true of many things which are
counted “little” sins, but are especially destructive when
allowed to remain unrebuked and unchecked in the
church. It would be an unusual thing for sins such as
speaking evil of others and gossiping to be rebuked, or
for sinssuch asenvy, hatred, or strifeto benamed assin,
yet they are destructive both of the church and of the
service of God (Prov. 26:17-28; Matt. 5:21-24). They
are like the little foxes that spoil the vines (Song 2:15).

The result of thislack of disciplineisthat sinin all
its ruinous power flourishes and growsin the church, so
that eventually the churchisruined. Asthe Word reminds
us when speaking of sin in the Church of Corinth: “A
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (I Cor. 5:6). In-
deed, even the lack of first love, though everything else
wasin place, brought on the Church of Ephesusthethreat
of having its candlestick removed (Rev. 2:1-7).

Christian discipline reaches its conclusion in cen-
sure and excommunication. In spite of the fact that such
action is not pleasant, it is of the utmost importance for
me safety and well-being of the church, and so Scripture

speaks of it often (Matt. 18:15-17; | Cor. 5:1-13; | Tim.
1:19, 20; 1l Thess. 3:14-15; Rev. 2:2).

In Scripture this aspect of Christian discipline is
describedintermsof delivering aperson to Satan (I Cor.
5:5; 1 Tim. 1:20), of excluding him or her from fellow-
ship (Matt. 18:17; 1l Thess. 3:14), especially from the
fellowship of the Lord’s Supper ( | Cor. 5:11, 13). In
some cases, at least, it involves an actual trial of those
who have sinned (Rev. 2:2).

That Christian discipline involves such extreme
measures is probably the chief reason it is seldom car-
ried out. Nevertheless, it is important not only for the
well-being of the church, but for the salvation of the sin-
ner. | Cor. 5:5 (cf. also | Thess. 3:14), having described
disciplinein the strongest possible terms, insists that its
main purpose is “the destruction of the flesh” and the
“salvation of the spirit” in the day of the Lord Jesus.
One of our church’s confessions, therefore, refers to it
as “the last remedy.”

Discipline does not, however, just mean excommu-
nication. It involveswatchfulness and rebuke on the part
of all themembers. Matt. 18 teaches that the church asa
wholeisnot even brought into the matter unlessthe sin-
ner, when confronted with his sin, refusesto repent. We
are convinced, then, that there would be little need for
formal discipline and exclusion from the church if the
membersfaithfully fulfilled these responsibilities. Would
God it wereso. [

Rev. Hanko was missionary/pastor of Covenant
Protestant Reformed Church in Northern Ireland.
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Church History

Where Grandfather Came From

by J.P. deKlerk

It was her first night in The Netherlands.

Wilhelmina van Duin had been very tired and slept
like aguinea pig, after her long journey from Aruba (in
the West Indies) to Amsterdam. She had not even taken
the time to look around in the modern hotelroom of the
Airport Schiphol Hilton. But she knew that it was many
times more expensive than the one she knew in
Oranjestad, where she lived with her parents.

Through a gap between the curtains she saw agold-
colored sunbeam coming in her direction, but the double-
glazed windows prevented the noise of the descending
and departing planes from reaching her.

Inthe other bed her girlfriend Loesvan Maanen was
still sleeping. Before she went to bed, she had first been
busy with unpacking her suitcase, hanging up dresses,
cleaning a skirt which was stained, and finally taking a
shower. She was used to traveling, working for an air-
line. Wilhelminahad never beforeleft Oranjestad. If her
father had not been so helpful to lend her the money, it
would havetaken years before shewould have been able
to undertake ajourney like this one.

“Dad, | would like to see where grandfather came
from, where my roots are. There are many people here,
in a multi-racial society; different languages, different
tastes and habits. | washborn here, but | feel | ammissing
something. It seemsthat | am still a stranger.”

Dad did not get afright, and he was not amazed ei-
ther, but he did stare for awhile at the ships skirting the
coast, before he said “Wilhelmina, darling, | expected
this to happen. | know the feeling. | got it also at about
your age. Somehow in your mind you start searching for
the roots of your family. Well, | have told you once al-
ready that my father came from a small isand in the
Netherlands, in fact a fishing-village with a harbor, a
shipyard and some warehouses. It is named Urk. They
have nowadays afamous choir...”

“Do you sometimes think about the past, at Urk? |
mean a kind of nostalgia perhaps?’
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“No, not really... Besides, the Netherlands has
changed, probably morethan at Aruba. Herewe till have
the old church and friends, your mother and I, a nice
house, our garden...”

Thiswasthetruth. Like hisfather he had earned his
bread on the water, around Aruba, instead of near Urk.
But since he had a serious accident that made walking
difficult for him, he got a couple of young men interes-
ted to work with his ship. They paid him for that.

“Now, Wilhelmina, if you want to see what Urk
looked like, that is possible, because they have preserved
it well for the tourists. When | was yet aboy, | had some
pleasant yearsthere. That was before the Zuider-zee be-
cametheljsselmeer. When | came here, | met your mother
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and we married at once. | never went back to Urk. Your
journey will be expensive and you don’t have that much
money. | will lend it to you. Go to the travel-agency and
ask them to give you all the particulars. | don't know
how it is nowadays.”

That was how it started.

In the agency they gave her maps and showed her
what she had to do and whereto go. Some things sounded
complicated, but as awhole it was alot easier than she
had expected. However, they warned her for drugs cou-
riers who sometimes tried to put small parcelsin your
luggage, to get them through customs. Therefore
Wilhelmina bought a small metallic suitcase, without
pockets with zippers on the outside. Her passport she
would carry in apocket she made herself inside her skirt
so that it could not be stolen.

Dad gave her the addresswhere hisfather and mother
had lived and where he was born. There were no other
relatives, but the Reformed Church wasthereyet, where
they went every Lord’s Day. How the situation wasthere
now, he did not know. She had to find that out herself
when she was at Urk, if she wanted to. He explained to
her that there were many different Protestant Churches,
split up and going in different directions, which was con-
fusing when you came from another country. Modern-
ism and a false ecumenism had often undermined those
of Calvinist origin.
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Wilhelmina, in the hotel room, regretted that she had
forgotten to take a travel alarm clock with her, but her
wristwatch told her that it was seven o’ clock inthemorn-
ing, local time. She jumped out of bed, took a dress out
of her suitcase, together with some clean undies, and
disappeared into the bathroom.

She threw a glance at the mirror and looked in her
big dark eyes. She felt yet a bit drowsy, but happy that
she had reached The Netherlands. How often she had
wondered how it would be, and she still had only seen
yet a flash and barely touched the soil. Around her it
was silent. The shower was exactly the same one as she
had at home. That was not surprising, because Aruba
was still in close contact with the mother-country, just
like Curacao.

She pushed her hair in a shower-cap, because she
did not like to walk around with wet hair, though she
hoped to have her breakfast in the sun on the balcony.
She whistled a melody she knew from home, from her
mother.

It was warm and very busy in the train. Wilhelmina
sat clamped between two corpulent vacationers with
unhappy faces. They grumbled about the fact that they
had landed in a part of the train where it is not alowed
to smoke. Opposite her three ladies of middle age were
eating wedges of cake out of a big box. Two little boys
played with a ball, which Wilhelmina got twice against
her face, but nobody paid attention to them. It seemed
that their parents did not care.

However, nothing could take away the joy of the
day. There was a happy smile on her face. She did not
care that she had to make a rather long journey, first in
the train and later in a bus, that would bring her to Urk,
like aconductor in therailway-stationin Amsterdam had
kindly explained to her.

She wanted to make the most of it, looking at what
was to be seen outside, passing the windows like afilm,
each time something else, and it was all new to her. She
regretted that there were many high apartment buildings,
but she understood that in a small country millions of
people had to find a place where they could live. A ven-
dor with icecream, lemonadein small bottles, bread with
cheese wrapped in plastic, coffee and tea came, and she
bought tomato juice and a straw, which was not expen-
sive. The men next to her wanted to have beer, but the
vendor told them that he had not any left. She noticed
that they spoke Dutch with an accent.
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In the bus to Urk, Wilhelmina saw for the first time
piecesof thefamous Noordoostpol der and machinesbusy
with harvesting grain.

She arrived at the former island at lunchtime.

Shelooked at the map she had and saw how she had
to walk to reach the quay alongside the harbor. Shetried
to imagine how it would have liked a century ago with
fishermen all over the place.

She sauntered over the worn off cobblestones and
gradualy along row of old houses in different sizes,
materials and colors appeared before her. She slowed
down and gazed at each one of them, moved, mollified,
alumpinher throat. Some had lowered sun-blinds, some
had awnings against the glaring sunbeams. It waslike it
inspired confidence. Here were her roots. Here had been
thefootsteps of her ancestors, the van Duin family. Would
her grandfather have been thefirst one? How old would
all these houses be aready?

She went to the house her father had shown her at a
photograph. The door stood open. She called, but no-
body answered. She looked inside and saw a spotless
little kitchen at the end of asmall corridor. Suddenly she
heard someone producing a cough, so she turned and
looked at a young man with a beard.

“Miss, if you are searching Mieke van de Stoel, she
sits next door drinking coffee with my married sister,”
he said.

“O, | don't want tointrude, but if | amwell informed,
my grandfather hasoncelived here, and my grandmother.
His name was Dries van Duin,” Wilhelminatold him.

“Van Duin? That must have been long ago. | don’'t
know anybody with that name here, Miss. But in the
townhall where | work, we have a book with all the
names, addresses, dates of birth and several particulars
going with it. If you want to see that.”

Shelooked pleasantly surprised at hisround healthy
faceand apair of laughing eyes. Sheintroduced herself.
“1 am Wilhelminavan Duin, from Oranjestad, at Aruba.”

“And | am Jan Zoutelande,” he said. “Come on.”

He walked quickly in front of her to the center of
Urk, where she saw a beautiful ancient house, a tower
with clockwork and awall with step gable.

“Comeon,” he said again and opened the front door
for her.

At an antic oak table she saw a thick book with a
cover of brown leather Jan glanced quickly through it
and stopped at letter D.
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“Well, let us see, Miss. The first van Duin we have
mentioned is a Joost van Duin and he arrived here in
1802. It does not say where he came from.”

The letters on the paper had become light brown.

In acolumn at the right side some particulars were
mentioned indeed. When Joost van Duin wasforty years
old, he drowned with his ship during a hurricane at the
North Sea. His son, Fedde, was forty-two when his ship
had ran aground in arainstorm at the beach of theisland
of Terschelling in the Dutch Shallows. He had abrother,
Bertie, who became aminister of the Reformed Church
of Genemuiden He married and received five children
from the Lord. His e dest son, Douwe, went back to Urk
and became a teacher and aso sexton of the Church.
Thenext generationswereall fishermen, inthe homeport
of Urk.

One of them, with the name Gerben, was an active
member of the “Kristlik Frysk Selskip” (United Chris-
tian Authors). He was a trader of smoked eel. He had
once written a book of poems, but Jan had never seen
it. When Wilhelniinahad finished reading it al, sheclosed
the book, and he asked inquisitively.

“Have you come to The Netherlands al alone? |
mean, nowadaysyou hear so much about girlswho have
been held up, molested, robbed, and so on.”

“Well, | traveled aone to Urk, but all the way from
Aruba a girlfriend traveled with me. She has gone this
morning to her uncle and aunt in the city of Alkmaar and
she expects me to join her there.”

“And don’t you have any luggage with you?’

“No, my friend wanted to makeit easy for metoday,
so she took my small suitcase with her. There was not
much init.”

She smiled and asked “ Areyou Reformed?’ He nod-
ded and went to the door. He said, “I’ll show you the
Church. | have the key.”

“What do you think, does a whole family usually
remain in a particular church, as | saw in my case, by
that book?’

“Yes, it seemsthat here at Urk it has often happened.
Perhaps it has something to do with the fact that we feel
like being one big family.”

When they were inside the Church she asked Jan,
“Were you a so born and raised here?’

Shelooked around and observed “ You have the same
Bibleslike at home. By the way, do you have many fam-
ily membersliving at Urk?’

“No, only my sister. My mother died. My father
works at aplatform of an oil company in the North Sea.
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They need him there, solving all kinds of problems, so
he can not come home very often.”

He stopped halfway through the church and pointed
at awooden board with names. “Look, | had an ancestor
who was a minister in this Church. His name was
Abraham Rudolf Zoutelande.”

She went to stand next to him, a hand on his shoul-
der, impressed by the long list of servants of the Lord.
She could not help it, that somehow she got tearsin her
eyes. Sheasked herself in silence, why did shego to Urk
to meet at once ayoung man with so much tendernessin
his voice? Only God knew that.

When they were back in the street, Wilhelniina
thought “1 must not let my feelings run away with me.
Don't be obtrusive.” Jan was an enthusiastic guide and
showed her every interesting place of Urk, for which he
seemed to have akeen eye. Every house seemed to have
ahistory, and every family too. He showed her how the
fishing-nets were repaired, and how a carpenter made a
new rowboat, which was obviously an art. She enjoyed
listening to him.

Shewould have stayed perhapsaweek at Urk, if she
had not promised L oesvan Maanen to cometo Alkmaar;
they would go from there to see as much of The Neth-
erlands as possible. Perhaps she could come back once.
Perhaps they could start a correspondence with each
other. Or did she have to draw back into herself quickly.
Did God want her only to be friends with Jan? She did
not know what to do, and what to say. In silence they
watched together the sun going down at the Western
horizon, like ared ball.

Then she asked him. “ Jan, do you have agirlfriend?’

“Yes,” he laughed. “Her name is Gerda. She helps
meevery Saturday with cleaning the Church. Sheisgood
with a vacuum cleaner, and the carpet beater. She is a
darling.”

Wilhelmina would have liked to ask him, how old
she was and if he was in love with her, but she felt
strangely shy.

She saw many people around her, who looked happy.
They enjoyed their holidays, without worries, content,
or perhaps not completely. She felt young and full of
life, but clumsy. She would like to make Jan happy, in
love, but sherealized that they had only met some hours
ago for thefirst time. It was not possible, was it?

They walked in acircle, and suddenly Wilhelmina
recognized the open space in front of them. She looked
at her watch and was shocked.
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“Oh, Jan, the time! The bus! | forgot all about it! |
have to step in, or else | will miss the connection with
the train to Alkmaar!” Together they ran hand in hand
over the street.

“1 still have to give you my address, so that you can
write me. Yes, and | need to have yours. | always have a
small agenda with me, with asmall pencil.”

Wilhelmina felt that her eyes became moist again.
She saw the bus and people boarding. They stopped at
the entrance, to write the addresses. Jan tore a piece of
paper out of his agenda. They scribbled. The driver
started the engine. They gave each other quickly akiss.

“Have a safe journey,” mumbled Jan.

“God bless you,” whispered Wilhelminain his ear.

While the door closed, she blew him akiss.

From her seat she saw him standing on the footpath
waving with both arms, laughing, jumping up and down.
The bus turned to the motorway.

How was this possible, was it real, was it al over?
Wilhelmina suppressed a sob. She felt how empty her
stomach was. She had not thought about eating thewhole
afternoon. She looked what she saw yet of Urk. Slowly
she came back to the real world.

A small girl with adoll came to her and started to
tell her about her visit to her grandparents. Wilhelmina
tried to listen with interest, but her thoughts were un-
willing.

“Sheisadarling.” he had said. Good, she was that,
too. O

J.P. de Klerk is an author and journalist from Ashhurst,
New Zealand.

A Church at Urk

by J.P. deKlerk

l ' rk isaformerisland, knownsince 966 A.D.,
in the Dutch Zuiderzee (later called
| Jsselmeer), but after 1950 part of the North-

East-polder. The majority of the inhabitants belong to

Reformed Churches.

The picture on the next page shows you the church
building of the* Oud Gereformeerde Kerk” (the Old Re-
formed Church) of Urk. The people stick to the tradi-
tionsof the church, including slow singing of the Psalms.
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The Churches in The Netherlands

by J.P. deKlerk

nce ayear the Churchesin The Netherlands
Oawait with much interest the latest figures
about the welfare of the various Churches

in the country, their growth or otherwise.

The State Reformed Churches, in a period of 150
years (beginning in 1849) have gone down from 55% of
the Dutch population to only 14%. Again further in 1999
with 1.81%.

The Synodale Reformed Churches in that year de-
creased 1.79%; now totaling 12,315 members.

Also, the Christian Reformed Churches lost more
membersin 1999, the Roman Catholics went from 38%
of the population to 31%. Only the Liberated Reformed
Churches continueto grow at aconstant rate since 1995,
reaching 125,783 members. They still build new
Churches, and buy empty buildings from the Synodale
Reformed Churches. The conclusion in general is that
The Netherlands is loosing and that the anti-Christian
movements are gaining in every respect.The socialist
government, which callsitself “violet” becauseit is not

yet “red” (communist), listens politely to opinions

and comments from the Churches, but goesits own
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way, destroying the remnants of a Christian society.
What was forbidden fifty years ago and could bring
peopleto prison, is now allowed, for anybody from
twelveyearsold onward. “ Frontiers” and “rules’ are
taken away. Christians become isolated. No God,
no Commandments. Severely ill peoplecan bekilled.
Marriages are “old-fashioned,” unless they are of
the“new” kind, abnormal, sick, pleasing Satan. The
Bible-believing Christians and Organizations warn
invain (in English they would be called “those who
stick to the King James Version), but they do their
utmost and are not looking on silently. Even so,
young people are very active in anumber of places;
also abroad. They are not afraid to show the world
to Whom they belong, and they receive much sup-
port from parents and friends. They remember that
saving even one sheep is important for God. Well
known are the Dutch Evangelization ships“Logos”
arid “Doulos’ which aready have traveled around
theworld for severa years, with lectures and litera-
ture; all with young Christian volunteers. [

J.P. de Klerk is an author and journalist from
Ashhurst, New Zealand.
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Church News

Church News

BAPTISMS

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be

saved.”

Mark 16:16

The sacrament of Holy Baptism was administered to:

Brianna Marie, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Gunnink—
Byron Center, Ml

Megan Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Gunnink—
Edgerton, MN

Quenton James, son of Mr. & Mrs. Shon Griess—Hope,
Mi

Trevor Michael, son of Mr. & Mrs. Mark Langerak—
Hope, Ml

Mason Carl, son of Mr. & Mrs. Russ VanderMolen—Hull,
1A

Ivan Ephriam, son of Mr. & Mrs. Darrell DeVries—
Randolph, WI

Thaddeus, son of Mr. & Mrs. Philip VanBaren—South
Holland, IL

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“..and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.”
Romans 10:10
Public profession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ was
made by:
John Cleveland—Hope, Ml
Kevin Kuiper—Hope, Ml
Tom Huizinga—Hope, Ml
Dan Bergman—Hudsonville, Ml
Amy Vedder—Hudsonville, Ml
Mitch Zuverink—Hudsonville, Ml
Greg Musch—Peace, IL
Philip Postma—South Holland, IL
Erin Bykerk—Trinity (Hudsonville), Ml
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MARRIAGES
“..and they twain shall be one flesh.”

Matthew 19:5
United in the bond of Holy Matrimony were:
Mr. Jason Gunnink and Miss Jodi Nyenhuis—Byron
Center, Ml
Mr. Mike Fennema and Miss Jell Gunnink—Edgerton,
MN
Mr. Trevor Kalsbeek and Miss Sara Westra—Hull, 1A
Mr. Mark Kooima and Miss Nancy Bleyenberg—Hull, IA

For those who have been sending
bulletins to Melinda DeMeester in
Grand Rapids or to the Beacon Lights
Post Office Box, please send them
now to:

Melinda Bleyenberg

821 Greenway .
Hull, 1A 51239
You can also e-mail them or the
pertinent information to her at
dmb41101@hickorytech.net
Thank you!
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Kids’ Page

On the Trall

The hiking trail went on and on, tree after tree and
rock after rock, while the sun burned brightly overhead.
Timothy's feet ached and blistered with every step. His
tongue could no longer wet his lips, and his stomach
grumbled with a cave-like echo. Timothy glanced be-
hind himself on the path and saw his younger
brother Nathan marching forward with a
sweaty and determined grimace. Timothy
glancedin front of himself and saw his par-
ents plodding on ahead, slower than
before. The scenery they
were traveling through was
beginning to lose its appeal .

“Dad,” Timothy could
no longer keep from saying in a parched voice, “can we
stop and rest? I’ m so hot and hungry!”

Father wiped the sweat from hisbrow. “ Yes, we bet-
ter take a break. We still have along way to go.”

The family settled down in the shade of the nearest
tree and Father unloaded his backpack. Timothy thought
bottled water and sandwiches never looked so good! But
when Father began to hand out the sandwi ches, he tossed
asmall rock to Timothy instead.

Timothy looked up in surprise. Mother raised her
eyebrows. Nathan looked from Father, to Timothy, and
to Father again.

Father looked at Timothy. “Don’t you like stones,
Timothy?’

Timothy was so perplexed, he was speechless.

Finally Father searched in his backpack and found
one more sandwich. “Here. Did you really think | would
give you a stone to eat?’

“Well, yes. |-l mean, no. | don’t know. You usualy
don’t tease us like that.”

“You'reright, | don't.” Father grinned. “But do you
remember what we read this morning for devotions?’
Now Mother smiled too. “I would never giveyou astone
for bread, and our heavenly Father certainly never would.
How much more faithful He is! We should never doubt
that He will give us what we need.”

“And don't forget,” added Mother, “that we need
the Holy Spirit.”

In the cool of the shade they folded their hands and
closed their eyes, and Father led his family in prayer.
“Our Father in heaven, we thank Thee for thisfood and

BEACON LIGHTS
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‘LITTLE LIGHTS’

... let it shine!

by Connie Meyer

ask Thee
to bless it unto us.
We pray also that Thou wilt

grant unto us Thy Holy Spirit, that He
may be upon us to strengthen us and lead us, and guide
usinto all truth...” O

Connie is the mother of 5 children and a member of
Hope Protestant Reformed Church in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

Timothy’sfamily read from Luke 11 for their
mor ning devotions. Find the underlined words
out of part of that text in the puzzle below:

“If a son shall ask bread of any of you that isafa-
ther, will ye give him astone? or if he ask afish, will he
for afish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg,
will he offer him ascorpion?If yethen, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto your children: how much
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask him?’ Luke 11:11-13
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2001 YOUNG PEOPLE'S CONVENTION

AUGUST 13-17, 2001

LAKE ANN BAPTIST CAMP
NEAR TRAVERSE CITY, M

Hosted by First Protestant Reformed Church
of Holland, Michigan Young People’s Society

SPEAKERS: Revs. Bekkering, Eriks, & VVan Overloop
See You There!

Check out the 2001 Convention link on our church website for
a printable registration form, pictures, & more details: www.hollandprc.org




