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“When I call to remembrance the
unfeigned faith that is in thee, which
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois,
and thy mother Eunice; and I am
persuaded that in thee also.”
II Timothy 1:5
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Editorial

More Educa’cion

by ]ohn Huizenga

more long days at school, no more homework. Catechism and society are finished. Finally, some
time for myself; some timeto relax, spend hours at the beach or pool to soak up the rays. Now
| can stay up late, hang out with friends, spend hours and hours with video games, or perhapswork at a
part time job. (After awhile, however, most would have to admit that boredom becomes areal problem.)

Aswe kick back for the summer, studentsin every other wealthy “Information Age” country are still
sitting in school.

On average, in the United States, students attend school 180 days, in the UK 190 days and in Eastern
Asia 208 days. It would appear to be no coincidence that Eastern Asian students generally perform well
on international comparison tests. Many of the countries where students outscored ours have instructional
calendars that are 3-4 weeks longer each year than that provided for American students.

In Germany and Japan, learning is serious business and “academic time” israrely interrupted. In the
United States, conversely, students can receive a high school diplomaif they devote aslittle as 40 percent
of their school time to core academic work. Estimated focused academic hours in mathematics, science,
language and social studies during the final four years of schooling include: USA 1,462, Japan 3,190,
France 3,285 and Germany 3,628. (http://www.school match.com/articles/sp2005M AR.htm)

Why do we take a three-month break from school ? Has this been demonstrated to be the best way to
prepare the next generation for their work and life in thisworld, or is the pattern aleftover remnant of
aday when most school children were needed to help out on the farm? Unless American children have
been gifted with superior ahilities to absorb knowledge and are able to afford three months off and till
surpass the people of other nations in skill and value in the workforce, we ought to take a serious look at
the time spent on education.

Our flesh would like to do little else than enjoy what we want and desire. Children often need to be
commanded and forced to complete their work and education. Eventually we realize that enjoying what
one wants requires earning the money to pay for it. Although there are always exceptions, in the major-
ity of cases, each level of college education that one receives increases your overall earning potential.

A basic principle, then, in our society is that more learning results in more earning potential. And more
earning potential increases the potential for satisfying our desiresin life. Education has become the
foundation and heart of our society. Too much time spent with learning and earning, however, reduces the
amount of time oneis able to enjoy the fruit of hislabors, so we need some sort of balance.

Another factor to consider is our time and place in history. When the majority of people abandoned
education at the 8" grade, then this majority seemed to be able to make a decent living at the earning po-
tential that an 8" grade education afforded. As society and the world change, and more people gain higher
levels of education, then it becomes more difficult for those at a lower level of education to adapt to life
in this society and make a decent living.

Q hhh Summer! Time for abreak from all the study. No more early morning treks to school, no

BEACON LIGHTS 3



Should we be sending our children to school longer under the highest caliber of education possible
so that they have the best chance for a solid college education? As Christians, of course, we don’t seek
more money simply to satisfy our own desires, but we seek first the kingdom of God. The operation of
the kingdom of God whileit is manifest in this earthly life requires money, lots of it. We have schools
and churches to build, ministers and teachers to pay, mission work to do, poor to care for, etc. God gives
talents that require education for full development and use in the kingdom of God.

God gives talents that require education for full development and use in
the kingdom of God.

Let us be careful here. We stand at the edge of great temptation, blindness, and deception. Educa-
tion, money, prestige, power, security—that sounds good. | would like that, especialy if | can haveitin
the name of the kingdom of God. We need to be careful. God warhs us, “Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father isnot in him. For al that is
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is
of theworld. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abi-
deth for ever” (1 John 2:15-17). God's word is full of such warnings. If we think we can piggyback our
aspirations for education, money, prestige, power, and security in the name of the kingdom of God, we
are doomed. Our survival as a church does not depend upon the wealth of its members, but rather on the
grace of God alone.

Our survival as a church does not depend upon the wealth of its
members, but rather on the grace of God alone.

We do live in aworld where an educated workforce is increasingly important. We also have greater
opportunities for a college education. Of utmost importance to us as Christians, however, is the fact that
we are pilgrims and strangers in this world. We belong to a different kingdom. Our time, energy, educa-
tion, money, and lifeiswrapped up in an entirely different cause. Isn’t it? Or are we having a hard time
coming up with the money for church budget and other kingdom causes because it is all tied up in a col-
lege savings account? The devil would be delighted if our attention to the kingdom of God was pushed
aside by worldly aspirations of education and wealth. “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get
wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding” (Proverbs 4:7). Every hour of education dedicated to
our life on this earth ought to be balanced with an hour in the classroom of Christ. Sending our children
to a Christian school is agood start, but we must pack in heavy reserves of instruction from Christ before
they leave the sphere of the home.

Do we need more education? Most certainly, but | don’t think we necessarily need longer school
years or even more college degrees. Instead of filling three months of summer with mindless fun, take
the opportunity to exercise your mind and talents with very practical work in the kingdom of God. Going
to the convention is an excellent way to spend that time. During the school year, the pastors and teach-
ers reduce a parent’s work-load by giving sound biblical instruction to the children during the school
day. Parents should not be lax in continuing that education during the summer months. During the walks
or bike rides we take we can point out the marvel and beauty of God's creation. Taking aride to view
abeautiful sunset or to stand in awe as God’s judgment on sin as displayed in the storm clouds above.
Summer is a great time to increase our fellowship with saints and find opportunity to gather and encour-
age each other in our calling as brothers and sistersin the Lord. Summer is also a great time for us to
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strengthen our own devotional time. Without the structure of a riged school schedule we can possibly find
time to spend an extra 5-10 minutes in prayer. Our children will learn an invaluable lesson by just seeing
us make time to spend in reading God’s word and praying silently.

Pursue the development of your gifts and skills with a college education if you feel that is best, but
before rushing out after all these opportunities and swallowing the intellectual feasts at college laden
with the poisons of worldly philosophy, we need to answer some questions for ourselves. Do we desire
that our sons grow up to be ministers, elders, or deaconsin the church as much as we do that they have a
good job? Do our daughters know that the highest calling for awomen isto be amother in Zion? And if
God withholds children so that they do not have the work of raising their own children, are our daughters
ready to give themselves to the work of the church in other areas? Do we make sure that when they are at-
tending college they are also getting a good sound reformed education in church, bible study, and retreats
when possible? Are they taking time to read the Beacon Lights or Sandard Bearer or other Reformed
books? When they are presented with opposition to godly views, are they confident in their knowledge to
speak boldly with others about what they believe and know to be true? Do we stress to our children the
need and importance of single individuals in the church to help relieve the earthly kingdom work so that
the mothers and fathers of small children can take on the awesome responsibility of instructing the next
generation of warriors?

Education for the people of God is amatter of life and death. But it is not the kind of education that
gives us an economic edge in the world. Let us take heed to the warning of God to his people, “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, | will also reject thee, that
thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, | will also forget thy chil-
dren.” (Hosea 4:6) <

Visited ]ay Majesty on High

l)y Rev. Gerrit Vos

Creation Through the Spectacles of Scripture

(Summary of asermon preached in the Hudsonville Prot-
estant Reformed Church the Sunday after a devastating
tornado hit Hudsonville, Michigan on April 3, 1956.)

“ Come, behold theworks of the Lord, what desolationshe
hath madein theearth. Bestill, and know that | am God:
I will be exalted among the heathen, | will be exalted in
the earth. The Lord of hostsiswith us; the God of Jacob
isour refuge. Selah.” (Psalm 46:8, 10, 11).

ur village received a very special visit by the
Lord Christ.
It was avisit of the Majesty on High.
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What we really received is a little foretaste of the
end of the world.

Some of us went to heaven in the process of that
visit. Others are in the hospital because of that visit.
Some of ushad abrush with death. All of uswere deeply
impressed by that visit.

God cameto us, and heroared: | have never yet heard
avoice such as we heard around supper time, Tuesday
evening, April 3, 1956. It sounded as though a thousand
express trains were traversing the sky.

His footsteps were seen; he walked from the south-
west to the northeast, skirting our village: everyonewas
aware of hisaugust presence.



Andwewere afraid: many cowered in the basement
of their homes, while God ravaged their properties. He
flung houses and barns far and wide. Such debris was
mixed with black muck and the dust of the earth. He
snuffed out the lives of some of us, broke the bones and
the flesh of others: they were left moaning in his wake.

Oh yes, no one can dispute it: God walked among
us; his Christ paid us a special visit; he left desolation,
death, pain, and misery.

But also awe, the awe of the childlike fear of Jeho-
vah.

One man said: My Jehovah was beautiful in hisrag-
ing! And that man lost half of hisworldly goods, and his
life wasin jeopardy.

Yes, | have seen him too.

His pathway through Hudsonville was about three
or four city blocks from my dwelling.

Butinit al isaterrible accusation.

We have paid attention to this little walk of God, a
walk whose results are still among usin many ways. We
have paid marked attention to that little walk. Both the
good and the bad, the saints and the wicked, the church
and theworld have seen him, heard him, and marked his
works. The blue-coats of the State Police are still among
us, as are the members of the State Guard, or National
Guard. Life has still not returned to its normal beat.

Everyone is still talking about that little walk of
Jesus through Hudsonville, visiting us. He is constantly
among us. From the time when Zacharias sang his song
of salvation until now, Jesus and the God of our salvation
has his march among us, and he always speaks, shouts,
beckons, and calls to us his people.

Zacharias sang: The Dayspring from on high hath
visited us!

And heisstill with us.

He promised: And lo, | am with you alway!

And he kept his word.

Jesus is constantly walking through Hudsonville.

And heis constantly singing his song of the eternal
Covenant of God's grace.

He sings that song as a lullaby at the cradle of the
Covenant babies. He sings and he speaks of the ever-
lasting love of God when we are very young and as we
gather aslittle boysand girlsin catechism and Christian
schools. His speech and hisworks become plainer to us
aswe grow up. Oh, how wonderful is hisvoice from the
pulpit Sunday after Sunday, year after year.

His song of the covenant: | love you so much that |
died for you on the accursed tree.

Andyou can hear it in Hudsonville, both inthe home

and from the pulpit.

And hisfootsteps drop with fatness. Heleavesin his
wake regeneration, conversion, faith, justification, and
sanctification. But also glorification when Hudsonville’s
children go to heaven.

That Tuesday, he left in his wake a picture of the
desolation of hell. After I saw it for the first time I grew
very dill. It was awful.

But when Jesus is conducting business as usual, he
leavesin hiswakethe glories of the Christian, the bless-
ings of savation, and we are blest.

Now hereistheterribleaccusation: we can see Christ
in hisusua business day after day and night after night,
year after year and lifetime after lifetime, and we stay
calm and orderly.

“How are things?’

“Oh, so so!”

After al, hisdaily and nightly walk through the vil-
lage is much more beautiful than hisspecia visit on that
Tuesday, isit not?

Everyone wanted to get into Hudsonville. It took
hundreds of specia blue-coats and guardsmen to keep
the crowdsfrom hindering disaster cleanup. Last Sunday
afternoon | had me atime getting out and getting back
into my village.

But we do not need the cops on Sunday!

How easily we leave our place empty on Sunday
during worship of God Who isin our very midst day
and night!

How easily dowefall aseep during the service, skip
the reading of God’s Word after ameal, and a prayer or
two?

That Tuesday he came and said: “ Thisisthe way of
My final coming, when the heavens and the earth shall be
destroyed by fire, tornado, and earthquake, and then the
hearts of men shall fail them because of My terror!”

We heard it and paid attention. Oh, how we paid
attention!

But, every waking and sleeping hour heisin our very
midst and says:. “I love you with an everlasting love, and
al my endeavor isto get you with me in the new earth
and the new heaven. | move the heavens and the earth
and the depth of hell to get you away from theworld, the
devils and the powers of sin. | send angels and my Holy
Spirit of grace who explains and applies my precious
Word so that you may eat and drink spiritually and be
satisfied. I am a flaming wall of fire around you and your
children so that no harm may comenear your dwelling. |
suffer no man to do you wrong. | give men for thee and
nationsfor thy salvation. Oh, | do loveyou and your seed
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and | have unutterable salvation in store for you. Listen
to me, my people: |, the eternal God am thy refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms!”

That iswhat God, what Jesus, what the Spirit sayeth
unto the churches.

And do we pay as close attention to it as to that
Tuesday’s tornado?

Thereis our accusation.

Yes, | do know that the tornado came so that the
wicked will have no excuse in the day of his final com-
ing.

| know, too, that this tornado came as a sign of his
final coming so that the church might take courage and
know that her deliveranceis nigh.

But | aso am persuaded that the tornado came to
shakethe church awake, to direct usto hismore beautiful
voice of the gospel, to remind us of hisdaily and nightly
presence among Us.

The church was crowded Sunday morning. And they
tell me that such was the case in the other churchesin
our little village.

The tornado calls us to a rededication, to a recon-
secration.

It did that to me.

We have given our answer to God'svisit in our com-
munal prayer.

And we tremble at his presence now.

For God says: “Be still, and know that | am God: |
will be exalted among the heathen, | will be exalted in
the earth.”

God desiresto be exalted. And, let usnever forget it,
hewill beexated. Therefore he walked through our town
on abias: on aline from the southwest to the northeast.
And even the dogs saw him and trembled.

And hewasexated. Even by thereprobate, although
they will not admit it. Some of them took time out to
insult him: | saw aheadlinein adaily paper which called
ita“brutal” tornado! It carriesthe proof with it that God
was exalted. It wasthe wicked's answer to hisfootsteps.
When God says in our hearts: | am God and there is no
other God; then they say: Thereis no God!

Did you note that the daily papers did not connect
the tornado with God and his Christ?

But we are still, Father!

We know that thou art God.

And we exalt thee, even while we cower in the
southwest corner of our basements.

* % * % %
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Yes, we are still.

And we are going to listen as never before. That is
our promise to thee.

On our pleafor grace to keep our promise.

And we arereassured, for thou continuest: “ TheLord
of hosts iswith us; the God of Jacob is our refuge!l”

God was seen for afew minutes.

He was clothed in black, the black swirls of dust,
muck, trees, planks, and bodies of men and animals.

We saw himfor afew minutes such ashewill be seen
again in the clouds of darkness of the final tempest, the
final tornado of the last day, the Yom Jehovah.

But heis still with usin his dear Son.

He was in a hurry to come on Pentecost: the sound
of a fiercely driven wind.

And he never left us.

Heis so intimately close to us that the theologians
are still fighting about the two natures of Christ. Oh, God
isvery closeto man.

Doyouredizethat the sentence: “ The Lord of Hosts
iswith us’ isaname of Jesus?

Immanuel means: God with us. Well, for the name of
God in the sentence, my text has: the Lord of Hosts.

He came well-nigh two thousand years ago, and
united himself with man, and henceforth we are Zion,
the city of God. His finger touched the earth; it was the
greatest Tornado theworld has ever seen. It wasdark too.
It was the Son of God dying on the accursed tree. There
God embraced us with all our sin and guilt.

And then the tornadoes of God began to howl. It was
an eterna tornado of wrath of almighty and holy God.

And when the tornado was over, it became still.

It was very still in the garden of Joseph.

The stilIness of the peace of God that stole over and
within the church of God.

That stillness shall last through all eternity.

That is our refuge.

The papers say: get to the basement. They even
say and specify the exact corner which is safest: the
southwest. Or under a table or a bed if you have no
basement. | have no quarrel with the scientist. We must
use the means.

But thereis arefuge that is better, far better.

We hide in the shadow of the cross of our Jesus.

And al iswell. Amen. Hallelujah! <

http.//www.prca.org/sermons/index.html



Church History

From Dordt to Toclay—
The Development of the Reformed Faith

1’)y RGV. Herman Hanleo

minianism rose as a necessary and wholesome

reaction against scholastic Calvinism, but was
defeated in the Synod of Dordt, 1619, which adopted
the five knotty canons of unconditional predestination,
limited atonement, total depravity, irresistible grace,
and the perseverance of the saints. The Bible gives us
a theology which is more human than Calvinism, and
more divine than Arminianism, and more Christian than
either of them.”

“Itwasonly acentury after Martin Luther had nailed
his theses on the door of the church at Wittenberg, and
not even a hundred years since the undaunted Genevan
Reformer (John Calvin) had flaunted Rome’s power,
when theArminian errorsappeared not only sporadically,
here and there, upon the scene of Dutch Calvinism, but
threatened serioudly to split both state and church wide
open, and necessitated a Nationa Synod, which should
with bold strokes cut down the devils of heresy which
assailed the precious heritage of the truth from their
very ranks!”

Such are the contradictory opinions that have pre-
vailed in the Reformed church world among historians
and common laymen until the present day whenever the
Arminian controversy of the 16th and 17th centuriesis
discussed.

The staff of Beacon Lights has requested a series of
articleswhich deal with the development of the Reformed
faith beginning with the Synod of Dordrecht and continu-
ing through to the present day.

It can be said without contradiction that the develop-
ment of the Reformed faith throughout thisentire period
has been, more than anything el se, a development of the
sovereign grace of God over against the vicious error of
Arminian free-willism. This has not always been truein
the Church.

In its earliest history, shortly after the times of the
apostles, thetruth of thetrinity and the divinity of Christ

ke I n the beginning of the seventeenth century, Ar-

8

were the subjects of development and defense. Heresies
of every conceivable kind arose which necessitated ter-
rible battles for the defense of the faith, battles which
lasted the better part of five centuries. The Reforma-
tion was a development of the truths of justification by
faith, the authority of Holy Scripture and the priesthood
of al believers over against the Roman Catholic lies
of salvation by works, indulgences, the infallibility of
tradition and the clergy, and the right of the church to
forgive sins.

But, since Dordt, the greatest battles and, in fact,
the only battles in which the Church has engaged have
been the battles of the sovereign grace of God in the
work of salvation over against the God-dishonoring and
salvation-destroying errors of Arminianism. Though
Arminianism was officially condemned by the Synod
of Dordt, Arminianism marches on through the entire
church world—Reformed and otherwise—with the most
astonishing success, until it is almost impossible to find
aplace today where the truth of the sovereignty of God
in salvation is stedfastly maintained and where the Cal-
vinism of Calvin and the Synod of Dordt is honored and
respected—yea, and even known.

There are other battles being fought today—battles
against Modernism, Barthianism, Roman Catholicism,
Communism, etc. But these errors are fought where the
principleand leaven of Arminianism has already worked
through the Church. And, because the church may have
yet strength in part to fight against Modernism, but has
capitulated to Arminianism, the battle isreally lost. But
where the truth of Calvin and the Canons of Dordt is
maintai ned, not M odernism and Communism constitute
threats, but Arminianism is the enemy to be resisted
unwaveringly.

Yet, in a sense, the conflict between Arminianism and
Calvinism (or, more correctly, Arminianism and Scrip-
tural theology) is age old—a conflict that has persisted
from Paradise. Arminianism isbut another manifestation
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of man’s pride—a pride that caused our first parents to
fall; apride that continuously seeks salvation by works;
a pride that comes to its most refined expression in Ar-
minianism. Pride lies at the root of al sin. Pride leads
men to rebel against God, deny his glory and seek glory
for man “For by grace,” saysPaul, “ are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9).
But by works men have alwaystried to save themsel ves.
Already in|sragl therewerethosewho, inthewanderings
in the desert, insisted that the whole congregation was
holy altogether apart from the sacrifice of Aaron and the
intercession of Moses. (Cf. Num. 16:3). The Pharisees
of Jesus day were no exception. It is not strange then
that thisbasic error should devel op into the Pelagianism
of the early church, the work-righteousness of Roman
Catholicism, theArminianism of the 16th and 17th centu-
ries, and the thorough-going Arminianism of our present
day. It may be that an Arminian will object and insist
that he maintains salvation by faith only; but by making
faith man’swork he makesfaith awork and denieswhat
Scripture means by salvation by faith alone.

If such a series of articles as this needs any justifica-
tion, the following may be noted:

1) There are many today who claim to stand in the
tradition of Calvin and the Synod of Dordt; but who deny
the very genius of the Genevan Reformer and the very
heart of the Canons. Their teachings are wholly irrecon-
cilablewith the truth we confess as Protestant Reformed
Churches—we who claim also to stand in this same
tradition. Who stands in the line of Geneva and Dordt
then? This is not only a question which needs answer-
ing, but the answer which we claim needs an intelligent
defense.

2) The cry is made today, also within Reformed
circles, that Dordt isoutdated inasmuch asthe Calvinism
of that great Synod is no longer a Calvinism applicable
to our modern times. “Either discard the Canons, revise
the Canons or ignore the Canons; but let’s not leave them
the way they are. We need something else.” To this cry
wemust giveanswer that itisalie. But why? Thusthese
articles.

3) To ded with the history of the Reformed faith
is to deal with the history of the Protestant Reformed
Churches. If oneisto beafaithful member of the Protes-
tant Reformed Churches, and, in thisway, of the church
of Jesus Christ, one must know history. Thisistrue even
in any country where a man expects to be a loyal and
good citizen. Good citizenship demands a knowledge
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of the history of the country along with a knowledge
of the principles on which his country stands. Far more
true is this of the church. The history of the church is
the history of the kingdom of heaven in which we have
our citizenship. To be afaithful citizen of the kingdom
of heaven (while here on earth) requires that we know
this history of that kingdom asthat history has unfolded
in the church—and indeed, in our own. A knowledge of
the eternal and unchangeabl e truths and principles upon
which that kingdom is founded and which the church
confesses is essential to our own responsible “citizen-
ship” inthe kingdom. An awareness of the battlesfought
by those who have gone before us, the “strategy” they
employed, is necessary for us to know that we may fight
the battles of today. That which our spiritual forebears
believed, confessed, fought for and died for is our heri-
tage, entrusted to our care which we must also believe,
confess, and if need be, die for. Their steadfastness in
trouble, faithfulness in suffering, dauntless courage
against the attacks of the enemy can only inspire within
us the same loyalty and utmost consecration to the truth
which inspired them. A generation which ignores, or
worse, despises, her past is a generation that enters the
battle without weaponsor trai ning—ageneration hel pless
on the battlefields of Christ’s kingdom.

4) If any justification for this series appearing in
Beacon Lights is needed, it only need be said that our
young people form the church of tomorrow and will have
to take their place when it is time for the generation of
today to depart. And tomorrow is, to all appearances, a
troublous day—more troublous perhaps than any that
have preceded it; for we stand in the end of the ages,
and the days are evil. To know what our fathers taught
yesterday, what the church believes today, will enable
you of tomorrow to carry on this great heritage of the
truth in the daysthat remain. <

Reprinted from the 1963 June July issue of Beacon
Lights.



Gem of the Month

Qur Father Cares

% t times like this when we have trials to bear,
Let’s turn to His Word and find comfort there.
There is no burden which He does not share.

Our Father cares.

ﬁ ur Father has called us to be His own.
He has given faith—changed hearts of stone,
And has sent His Son our sins to atone.

Our Father cares.

y hroughout life’s journey He is by our side;

By His council He will continually guide.
And sustain in temptation when we are tried.

Our Father cares.

f in dark times we might despair of His grace,

We will seek Him in prayer—our doubts He'll erase

Our Father cares.

y hen we walk in faith and in courage bold

For His everlasting arms doth uphold.
Unto Him be the praise and glory untold.
Oh yes! Our Father cares.

Author Unlznown

And our spirits renew that our mouths may show praise.
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Devotional

Watching Daily
At My Gates

The Song of Zion
A Psalter-Psalm Devotional of Praise to Our Sovereign, Covenant God
(Reprinted from June, 2000)
Ly Slzip Hunter

June 4 Read Psalm 139:1-12

Psalm 139:1-3A well-known truthis“ God iseverywhere!”
What is our reaction to such a profound statement? Do we,
like David, comprehend the whole of its meaning? Do we
want to know its meaning? There are three waysin which we
can respond to this statement. We can shrug our shoulders and
say, “ Sowhat?’ and go on our merry way doing what we want
to do. We can become afraid and act as if God isthisterrible
potentate waiting to snuff out our liveswithout warning. Or we
can take comfort in the fact that God is everywhere. Yes, we
livein holy awe before him, but we have the blessed comfort
that heiswith usinall things. God isGod and thereisnoneel se.
Let us find comfort in that statement and live a life pleasing to
his ever-seeing eye. Sing Psalters 382:1 and 384:1.

June 5 Read Il Samuel 2:1-12

Psalm 139:4-6 Even every word isknown of God beforewe
speak it! People of God, do you understand what that means?
Even our thoughts are under his knowledge. We may not be
careless with our thoughts or words, much less our deeds,
for they are in God's hand. When David truly understood the
meaning of thisidea, he was speechless. This knowledge was
more that he could comprehend in his finite mind. He knew
that God was greater than he was and that he could never be
like God. What about us? How do we consider God? Do we
try to be as gods? That is what Satan tempted Eve with. Do
we try to take away from the glory of God by our daily life?
Or do we confess our utter lowliness before his face and say
“O God, how great Thou art!” Let us remember that we are
creatures and he is the Creator. Let us do this now in prayer
and in our daily life. Sing Psalters 382:2 and 384:2.

June 6 Read Jonah 1:1-10

Psalm 139:7-8 Running from God. Have you ever tried it?
In our reading for today we have one of the most famous ac-
counts of one running from God. Jonah had to learn the hard
way that this was not a wise thing to do. Through the storm,
the sailor’s questions, and the fish, he was taught that to run
from God wasfruitless. God sometimes must teach usthat les-
son. We like to run or hide from God. Sometimes our actions
are such that we wish them to be hid from the all-seeing One.
God, however, will teach us that we cannot run or hide from
him. Then as Jonah did we must relish the thought of entering
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into God's presence. Are we looking forward to the Sabbath?
Sing Psalter 382:3.

June 7 Read Jonah 1:1-17

Psalm 139:9-10 Yesterday’s meditation talked about running
and hiding from God. We saw that this is a fruitless activity.
In verse 10 we see that God does not let us despair when we
fall from the sense of his mercy. His loving hand is with us.
He will not let usfall even when the way isrough and full of
pitfals. Like Jonah we will feel the loving hand of the Father.
Like Jonah we must givethanksto God for hisgoodness. What
better way is there to give thanks then to attend worship. This
we can do today. Thiswe must do. Let usgo up to God’shouse
and say with Jonah, “ Salvation is of the Lord.” Sing Psalters
382:4 and 384:3.

June 8 Read Psalm 139:1-12

Psalm 139:11-12 As creatures we see the light and dark-
ness as opposites. And they are. Our Creator has given them
to us as pictures of the antithesis that he has placed between
good and evil. But when we use the darkness to cover up our
clandestine activities, it is not a cover from God. He can see
us no matter what the time of day or night. Thisisnot because
he has exceptiona eyesight. Or because he has abilities to
sense what is happening no matter what the time of day. God
knows all because he is God. He knows each of our activities
because he has ordained them in hissovereign will. Thisisboth
awarning and acomfort for us. It isawarning not to depend
on night to hide our sin. It is acomfort that he sees and cares
for usal the time. Sing Psalters 382:5 and 384:4.

June 9 Read Psalm 139:13-24

Psalm 139:13-14 “Fearfully and wonderfully made!” Every
time that I consider the meaning of these words, I am filled
with awe. To see the birth of a child, to look at each of its
parts, and to know that God has directed each cell to bewhere
it isis an awesome thing. To understand how a young child
learns how to talk is past my feeble understanding. Birth and
growth are truly a miracle wrought by God. Our response to
such wonder must be praise to the Creator. We can know by
the knowledge of faith that God has made us by hispower. For
that knowledge we must givethanksdaily. Do we acknowledge
that we arefearfully and wonderfully made? If so, let uspraise
God; if not, let usask him to open our eyesin this matter. Sing

11



Psalter 383:1.

June 10 Read Jeremiah 1:1-8

Psalm 139:15-16 Yesterday we spent sometime looking at
the physical aspects of growth and devel opment and how they
areall ordained in God's council. Intoday’sverseswe seethat
not only our bodiesare ordained by God, but also the activities
carried out by these bodies. Jeremiah learned that as he was
called by God to be a prophet in Judah before the captivity.
God hasfor us aplan for our lives. It is our duty to learn that
way as he revealsit to us day by day. Each day we must pray
for eyes to see that which God has ordained for us. Then we
must also pray for the grace to accept theway we must go daily,
andin our wholelife. Let theseideas be constantly beforeusas
weliveour lives. Young people, asyou seek the path that God
has for you, remember to seek the path that he has ordained
before you were even born. Sing Psalter 383:2.

June 11 Read Romans 11:26-36

Psalm 139:17-18 After being amazed about our beginnings,
wenow are amazed at God’ sgreatness. The Psalmist expresses
his wonder at how God cares for him. We, too, must do this
daily. Even when we sleep, God's providential careisover us.
His ways are past finding out. In math we sometimes use the
terms infinite and infinity to describe some numbers. These are
actually only very weak pictures of God who is truly infinite.
Not only are histhoughts numberlessthey are precious. There
is nothing on this earth that can compare with them. Let us
consider our God and see how great heisin all hisways. Sing
Psalter 383:3.

June 12 Read Job 21:7-18

Psalm 139:19-22 These verses are sometimes misquoted,
misinterpreted, or misused. They do not give the child of
God carte blanche permission to hate anyone. We may only
hate, and these we must, those who hate God. Arewe grieved
with those who rise up against God in their actions? Do we
reprimand those who take hisnamein vain? Do wetalk to our
neighbor about his desecration of the Sabbath? It seems as if
David completely loses histrain of thought when he pensthese
words. Nothing can be farther from the truth. First of all we
must remember that it isthe Holy Spirit who inspired David.
Secondly we must know that we cannot appreciate God’s
wonders and surround ourselveswith those who hate him. Let
us glorify God by hating his enemies. Sing Psalter 383:4.

June 13 Read Psalm 139:13-24

Psalm 139:23-24 This Psalm is ended with a beautiful
prayer. After saying that he will hate those who hate God,
David asks God to search him so that he can do this. We can-
not hate anyone without having our own hearts examined by
the mighty God to see what is in there. Sadly we know that
we have all kinds of sin hidden in our hearts. We must pray
for God’s grace to root that sin out of our livesand towalk in
his everlasting ways. We cannot walk that way by ourselves.
We need his fatherly hand to lead us upon each step of that
path. Ask God to search your hearts, people of God, and listen
to him when he tells you what he finds. Only in this way will
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we be able to praise him with our whole being. Sing Psalters
383:5 and 384:5.

June 14 Read Psalm 140:1-13

Psalm 140:1-5 This first section of the Psalm is David’s
prayer for deliverance. Once again we can see that David did
not have an easy life. He was beset on all sides by enemies.
Sometimes the enemies were within Israel and even his fam-
ily such as Saul or David's own sons. Sometimes they were
without Israel such as the tribes around his beloved country.
David knew that his only hope was to turn to God. Do we
know this? Aswe go to church today, will one subject of our
prayer be deliverance from our enemies? Will we pray to be
kept from those who hate us because we are the chosen ones
of God? Think about these things, people of God. It seems
easy to live now but what about in the days before our Lord
returns. Are we ready? Are our children and young people
ready? Sing Psalter 385:1.
June 15 Read Hebrews 10:19-21

Psalm 140:6-8 After bringing his plea for deliverance to
God, David now givesthe ground for such aplea. That ground
is that God was his God. Is this our confidence? Many of our
children have just finished another year of school. Did we
stop to give thanks for another year of covenant education if
we were so blessed to provide our children with that kind of
education? Did we give thanks for help for our children who
had to be educated in schools where little if any was taught
from the Bible? We do have enemies. And these enemies may
be seeking to destroy our children. Let us constantly bring the
needs of our covenant children to God even as they are sur-
rounded by enemies. Sing Psalters 385:2.

June 16 Read Psalm 140:1-13

Psalm 140:9-13 The first three verses of today’s texts are
imprecatory in nature; that is, they ask God to bring vengeance
upon his enemies. These are not popular thoughts in today’s
“love everybody” world. To ask that God would bring evil is
not the stuff you find in most churches and upon the lips of most
who say they are Christians. Do we pray such things? David
did and we must follow his example. The last two verses are
words of thanksgiving for deliverance. David knew that God
cared for his afflicted children. We can know this as well. Let
us study this prayer and make it amodel for our daily prayers
unto our heavenly Father. Sing Psalter 385:3.

June 17 Read Psalm 141:1-10

Psalm 141:1 Inreading the salutation to this prayer of David
we get a sense of urgency from the words. David wishes for
God to hear him and to answer him speedily. Thisisnot avain
hope on David's part. God will answer us. Sometimes histime
is different than our time, but always histimeis best. Do we
cry unto God when we arein distress? | mean, dowe pray daily
because daily we arein distress because of our sins? David was
not praying out of desperation and we should not either. Rather
our prayers should be based on the wonderful knowledge that
Christ is at God's right hand making intercession for us. Let
us pray and let us pray often. Sing Psalter 386:1.
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June 18 Read Il Chronicles 30:13-27

Psalm 141:2 Israel of old had set timesin which they were
commanded to pray. These set timeswereto guidethem toward
Christ. Sometimesthey strayed from thesetimesand had to be
brought back to see the right way. Hezekiah was used by God
to bring them back to atrue worship of Jehovah. The Passover
Feast recounted in this chapter showsusaright way of worship.
Arewe truly thankful for deliverance from sin and Satan? Do
we show it in our daily worship of Jehovah? Let us pray not
out of custom or superstition but rather out of aheart turned to
God the Giver of all good. Sing Psalter 386:2 and 3.

June 19 Read James 3:1-12

Psalm 141:3-4 David’s first petition in this prayer is that
God help him to keep his mouth from al evil. Asweread in
James, the tongue is an unruly member of our body. It can
only be tamed by the grace of God. Children, do you ask
God to help you choose your words carefully? When you
talk about other children, what do you say about them? Do
you think God is pleased by your words to and about your
friends? Young people, what about the words that come from
your mouths? Are they acceptable to your heavenly Father,
or does filth spew out of your lips like sewage from a broken
pipe? Parents, what about us? What do our children hear from
our mouths? Arewe good examples? God's gift of speechisa
good thing. How areweusing it? To God'sglory or to Satan’s?
Sing Psalter 386:4.

June 20 Read Matthew 16:21-28

Psalm 141:5Arewewilling to be rebuked or reprimanded by
afellow believer? Are we willing to listen and to make what-
ever correction may be necessary in our lives? Young people,
if you have recently made confession of faith, you promised
that you would place yourself under the discipline of theelders
if it became necessary. We need to realize that rebuke is for
our profit and is good for us. God uses these words in a way
that will help us. Peter must have smarted at Christ’s words,
but later he must have realized that they were for his good
as he preached the gospel. Let us hear our neighbor when he
rebukesus and let usask God to open our heartsto such words
of rebuke spoken in love. Sing Psalter 386:5.

June 21 Read Jeremiah 29:4-14

Psalm 141:6 At first glance David seems to be exulting
in the overthrow of his enemies. He seems to be looking for
revenge. We can understand this because how often have we
exulted over the downfall of someone we envied? Looking
closer at this verse in the context of the whole Psalm and the
whole of Scripture, we can redlize that David is jealous only
for God's cause. This is much different than exulting over
the downfall of somerival. Let our words today as we attend
church be sweet in God's ears, and he will be pleased with us.
Sing Psalter 386:6.

June 22 Read Psalm 25:12-22
Psalm 141:7-8 Once again we see the perilous place that
David and the children of Israel were in. Looking at verse
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seven there seems to be no hope for them. But because David
has tasted the goodness of the Lord he can say the words of
verse eight. Are our eyes upon the Lord? Do we look to him
no matter what the trials of this life? Some of us may have
health problemswhich seem insurmountable. Othersof usare
afflicted by those on the job. Others may be in financial dif-
ficulties. In each and any circumstance our eyes must be upon
the Lord, for he will lead us on the path of life. The path will
ultimately lead to our heavenly home. Notice, that is David's
last thought. Heis not concerned about his physical body’send;
he prays that his soul be not Ieft destitute. Is that our prayer
now? Tomorrow? Forever? Sing Psalter 386:7.

June 23 Read Psalm 141:1-10

Psalm 141:9-10 In the final verses of this Psalm David
prays that he may not fall into the temptations of the wicked.
Of course, thesetemptations are orchestrated by Satan against
the child of God. Thisisalso one of the petitions of theLord's
prayer: “Lead usnot into temptation but deliver usfrom evil.”
Thelast part of that petition can also be read “ deliver usfrom
the evil one.” This must be a constant part of the prayer of the
believer. Notice, David a so praysthat thewicked fall into the
trapsset for him. Thisisalso proper aswe saw at theend of the
last Psalm. L et us makethese petitionspart of our own prayers,
and let us pray that God will hear us. Sing Psalter 386:8.

June 24 Read Psalm 142:1-7

Psalm 142:1-2 Once again we have a Psalm which is a
prayer of David. This prayer appearsto have been written when
he was fleeing from Saul and hiding in a cave. The surround-
ings were dark and dismal. The situation almost intolerable.
David did what every child of God must do when faced with
difficulty. He goes to God in prayer. Young people, have you
made thisyour habit? Have you learned to pour out your needs
to God in prayer? Do you study the Bible so that you know
how to pray and for what to pray? Prayer takes preparation.
The best preparation is found in the pages of God's Word.
There is no trouble too small to bring before our God. Pour
out your hearts before him and hewill hear you. Sing Psalters
387:1 and 388:1.

June 25 Read | Samuel 22:1-2; 20-23

Psalm 142:3 David had just received the news that Saul
had daughtered the family of the high priest. Even though
we know that this was ordained by God because of the sin
of Eli and his sons, David felt responsible for what had hap-
pened. He felt he owed Abithar as much as he could give him.
Doeg'sevil wasatrap for David. David knew what to do. He
turned to God in prayer. If David would have relied on his
own strength, he knew it would have been hopel ess. We, too,
must learn to rely only on our heavenly Father even when it
seems hopeless in our eyes. To do otherwise will bring much
trouble. Sing Psalter 387:2.

June 26 Read Mark 14:43-53

Psalm 142:4 After looking within himself for help, David
now looks to see if any man could help. He had a cave full
of men maybe as many as four hundred. He saw noneto help
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him. Noticethat last line: “...no man cared for my soul.” Not
only did David have no oneto help him physically, he saw that
spiritually there was no help to be found on this earth. In this
way Davidisatype of Christ aswe saw himin our reading for
today. We must never look for salvation on thisearth. Christis
our salvation, and he isin heaven. Thisisacomfort, isit not,
peopl e of God?We know the weaknesses of men. Evenif they
wanted to, they could not carefor our souls. We must place our
trust in our heavenly Father who has sent to us his Son to die
on the cross. We can realize the fact of David's predicament
in this life. We may look around us but there will be none to
care for our soul. None but Christ who loved us so much he
gave hislifefor us. Sing Psalters 387:3 and 388:2.

June 27 Read Lamentations 3:22-32

Psalm 142:5 After looking around him for help, David
turns to the Lord. No, God was not a last resort here. God
was David's sure aid. He knows that man could not help
him. He definitely knew that he could do nothing in his own
strength. Therefore he cries unto God for aid. Jeremiah had
had the same experience as he prophesied in Judah’slast days.
He was convinced that help came only from Jehovah. Is this
our experience, people of God? Do we confess that our help
can only come from him who made heaven and earth? Let us
confess this daily, and more importantly, let uslive out of that
confession. God is our refuge both now and in eternity. Sing
Psalters 387:4 and 388:3.

June 28 Read Psalm 16:1-9

Psalm 142:6-7a Even in David's woe he remembers God.
First of al, he remembersthat God can help him. Thisis evi-
dent from his requests. They are made in confidence. What
about us; do we have and do we exhibit the confidence to ask
God for help when we are in trouble? Do we even remember
to pray? Are our prayers such that they come from atrue and
living faith? These are no prayers in a foxhole. These are
the prayers of one who is used to praying at all times. This
takes practice, people of God. We must be praying as Daniel
did—morning, noon, and evening. The last part of today’s
verses speaks of the reason why David wants deliverance. He
does not want this for himself. He wants deliverance in order
that he may praise God's name. Do we think of that when we
pray for help? Sing Psalters 387:5 and 388:4.

June 29 Read Psalm 142:1-7

Psalm 142:7b David's second reason for deliverance is
that he thinks of God's church. The church will gather around
him. Why? To praise David? Because they are so relieved for
his safety? NO! NO! NO! Oh, these thoughts may enter some
minds, but these are not David'sthoughts. He realizesthat his
deliverance will cause the church to praise God. Think of the
church in the New Testament when Peter and John, and then
Peter again, were delivered. They offered prayers of thanks
to God! Let usremember that. Our churches may not glory in
what they have accomplished. They must glory inwhat God has
accomplished! Let us pray for the grace to put all thoughts of
pride from our hearts. Let us pray for the graceto glorify God
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in all circumstances of life. Sing Psalters 387:6 and 388:5.

June 30 Read Psalm 143

Psalm 143:1-2 Once again we consider a prayer of David.
We should use these prayers to help us to know for what to
pray. In these opening verses David declares himself to be a
sinner. Hereadlizesthat he cannot go to God on hisown merits.
Itisonly through the righteousness and faithfulness of God that
he dare approach his throne of grace. He knows that because
of his sin he deserves eternal judgment. What about us? Do
we know how to pray thisway? Do we come to God's throne
like the Pharisee or like the Publican? Do we ask God to be
merciful unto usthe sinner? Let us make these wordsours, and
let us daily come before God's throne of grace asking for his
help in time of need. Sing Psalters 389:1 and 390:1.

July 1 Read | Samuel 23:13-18

Psalm 143:3-4 Isit too much for you, people of God? Are
you so much in despair that you do not know which way to
turn? Has the death of aloved oneleft you feeling lost, miser-
able, or despondent? Do you face sickness day in and day out?
There is only one thing that we can do. We must cast all of
our cares upon Jehovah. David felt this way as he was being
chased by his enemies. He thought he could take it no longer.
But then he went to God in prayer. Thisis what we must do.
We have been saying this over and over the last few weeks.
But it is true. It bears repeating. Pray, people of God. Pray
often. He will hear us and will care for usin the way that is
best. Sing Psalter 389:2.

July 2 Read Deuteronomy 32:7-14

Psalm 143:5-6 Do you like to reminisce on the past? Do
you liketo think about past happenings of your family? David
did too. He saw this to be a good thing. His reminiscing was
about God's doings however. He was not talking about past
gloriousvictoriesin battles. He was not thinking about beating
Goliath or the bear and lion. He was thinking about what God
had done for him. In doing so hefound rest and comfort for his
soul. God has done great thingsfor usaswell. Hehasgivento
us salvation. What a wonderful thing to reminisce upon! Let
us do it often, and let us be comforted by such remembering
even as David was. Sing Psalters 389:3 and 390:2.

July 3 Read Matthew 14:22-36

Psalm 143:7-8 Was it a long night last night? Was there
something in your life that caused you not to sleep last night?
For the people of God we may rest assured that whatever
bothers us, it will not be alack of the lovingkindness of God.
Those mercies are sure every morning, as Jeremiah testified.
After along night the disciples were glad to see Jesus. Peter
had to learn about Christ’s mercies even as he sank into the
Sea of Galilee. The distressed in Galilee were touched by
that mercy even as Christ healed them that morning. Let us
lift our soulsto God knowing that he will see us through the
long nights unto the glorious morning in heaven. Sing Psalters
389:4 and 391:1.
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Where We Stand

The Antithesis and Witnessing

ljy Prof. Herman Hanleo

tithesis, following the article of Rev. Eriks, who

introduced the subject. | have chosen to write this
article on the importance of the antithesis for Christian
witnessing. That the people of God, including young
people, are called to be witnesses goes without saying.
Scriptureis clear on thisand points to our witnessing as
being an important part of the life of the child of God.
That witnessing is a part of the antithesis is something
to which we have not given much thought and an idea
we might, as a matter of fact, find surprising.

| appeal in my defense of thistopic to | Peter 3:15,
atext which aso is a strong hook on which | intend to
hang most of what | say. The text reads. “But sanctify
the Lord God in your hearts: and beready alwaysto give
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that isin you with meekness and fear.”

That this text is rooted in the antithesis is proved
by two separate points. The first is that Peter, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, writes this |etter to those
whom he calls “strangers’ in 1:1 and as “pilgrims and
strangers’ in 2:11. Now apilgrim and stranger isonewho
isforcedtoliveinaforeignland for awhile, because his
homeisin another place. He has no understanding of the
language of the land in which he sojourns; the customs
of that people are foreign to him; no one knows him and
he knows no one; heisaforeigner.

The life of a spiritual stranger in the world is the
antithesisinthelife of achild of God. Helivesin heaven
where his home is. He speaks a heavenly language and
livesaccording to the“customs’ of thosewho arecitizens
of the kingdom of heaven. He is on a journey towards
his home, a home that John Bunyan, in his “Pilgrim’s
Progress,” caled “The Celestial City,” but is also our
Father’s house of many mansions (John 14:2). The pil-
grimsings*“ Thisworldisnot my home; I'm only passing
through.” Or, perhaps, “I am a stranger here, dependent
on Thy grace, a pilgrim, as my fathers were, with no
abiding place.”

| Peter 3:15 isarule of the kingdom of heaven for
the way in which Christians ought to witness. They are
witnessing, therefore, as a part of their antithetical life

I have been asked to write a few articles on the an-

BEACON LIGHTS

in the world.

Thesecond clueinthetext that Peter istalking about
the antithesis when he lays down this fundamental rule
for witnessing is the first line in the text: “Sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts.” In spite of the startling char-
acter of the admonition, Peter presents that admonition
as the only way in which it is possible for one to wit-
ness and abide by the rule of witnessing that Peter lays
down here. Without going into detail on the meaning of
this surprising admonition, it is clear that Peter cannot
mean that we must make God holy in our hearts, for
God is holy in himself; and, worse, we are wicked. But
Peter does mean that the holiness of God must become
manifest in al our lives, if we are to witness to Christ.
We are to listen to Peter’s admonition in 1:15: “But as
he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation (“conversation” meaning “all
one's activities’).

]
...the holiness of God must
become manifest in all our
lives, if we are to witness to

Christ.

Thuswitnessing hasto dowith the antithesisbecause
an antithetical lifeisaholy life. If, therefore, Peter says
that we must be holy in order to withess, witnessing is
animportant part of an antithetical life. That seems clear
enough. A sinful man does not live an antithetical life;
but a sinful man cannot witness either.

One more point needs to be made before | actualy
get at this matter of witnessing. That point is this: an
antithetical life does not only include one's manner of
life (one's“life-style,” if you wish); it includes also the
confession of the truth that we love as Christian young
people, and as Protestant Reformed young people. God
has created an antithesi s between the truth and the lie.

The devil promotes the lie, and if one would look
about him in the world today, a world full of lies, one
would almost conclude that the devil has won. The lie
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is preached and taught in 99% of the world's churches
and in 99% of the schools. The lie is sometimes blatant
and sometimes subtle; but it is alwaysthe lie. The truth
on the other hand is found in Scripture and in Scripture
alone. We can discover no other source of truth than the
Holy Bible, God's inspired word of truth.

|
...the holiness that
witnessing demands is a
holiness that arises out of a
knowledge and love for the
truth.

Itisinteresting and something never to forget that the
holinessthat witnessing demandsisaholinessthat arises
out of a knowledge and love for the truth. What a man
believes has everything in the world to do with how he
lives. If hebelievesin evolutionism, amother’sfetusisa
blob of tissuethat can be destroyed without compunction.
If aman believes that God has not given man a code of
conduct in the ten commandments, homosexuality is a
perfectly legitimate aternate life-style.

A Christian witness is, therefore, far more than the
sometimes frantic activity of going around, cornering
people and asking them if they are saved, or if they have
received Christ into their hearts. It isfar morethan hand-
ing out tracts of one sort or another with bland and hope-
lesdy watered-down advertisements of one’s church.

While one must indeed witnessto al the truth, in a
nutshell thetruthissimply this: “Inal thissin-driven and
vile world where God is denied and Christ is mocked,
we shout asloud aswe can for al to hear that God isthe
sovereign of the creation and Christ is King! And we
serve the Lord Christ!”

That iswitnessing.

* % * % %

One more point has to be made about witnessing
before we look at | Peter 3:15.

| refer to the fact that Scripture makes clear that our
witnessing has a certain divine power about it that is
similar to and even identical with the preaching of the
gospel. This is clear from Matthew 5:16 where Jesus
says to citizens of the kingdom of heaven: “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
Peter saysthe sasmethingin | Peter 2:12: “Having your
conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas
they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your
good works, which they shall behold, glorify Godinthe
day of visitation.”

]
...our witnessing has a
certain divine power about
it that is similar to and even
identical with the preaching
of the gospel.

Both these texts emphatically assert that God uses
our good worksto save others. It seemsto meto be clear
that when one to whom we witness glorifies God, he is
saved and acknowledges God asthe God of hissalvation.
The Heidelberg Catechism supports this interpretation
whenit gives as one of the reasonsfor doing good works
that “by our godly conversation others may be gained to
Christ” (Lord's Day 32, Q& A 86).

We must, however, continue our discussion of this
subject in the next issue of Beacon Lights. <

Prof. Hanko is professor emeritus of Church History and
New Testament in the Protestant Reformed Seminary.

Our Young People’s Federation

The Ideal Convention

})y Agatha Lubbers

we al have someideals. Some think of theideal car.

I deals! | haveideals. You have idedls. Yes, | believe
Othersthink of theideal vacation. Still othersthink of
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the ideal job. Yet how many think of the “ideal conven-
tion?’ This, however, isthe topic of my article.
We hope you have thought of the convention to be
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held this year. Maybe you haven't thought of the “ideal
convention” and maybe you have, but you have at least
thought of the convention.

Not only the host committee and the Federation
Board should be thinking of putting on the best conven-
tion yet but we should also be thinking about ways of
making our convention really ideal.

Let us suppose that you have thought of an ideal
convention. You thought about the weather? Possibly you
thought about the banquet? You thought about the busi-
ness meetings? You thought of the home in which you
stayed if you were “from out of town?’ You thought of
the new friends—"friend” you would meet?You thought
about the speeches? You thought about the theme? You
thought about the outing? You thought about the pro-
grams? Ah, yes, there are so many things to think of in
thinking about an “ideal convention.”

To have an “ideal convention” al things have to be
ideal. It's wonderful if the weather isjust right—and it
usualy is. It's wonderful too, if the programs are well
prepared—and we aren’t often disappointed. God has
given us talents which we are to use and we therefore
should not neglect the use of them. The selection of the
food is rarely a disappointment to young people with
spacious appetites. How about those business meet-
ings? Are they always as well attended as they could
be? | know that voting can sometimes be drab and un-
interesting, but isn't that necessary too in order that the
Federation of which we are a part can be properly run.
You'reinterestedinthat aren’t you? We can't surely have
that “ideal convention” if the business meetings are not
properly attended. Not only do we have to attend but
we should all try according to the measure of our ability
to contribute to the discussion. Along with the business
meetings are usually some sort of program. At the“ideal
convention” we'll al want to stay and enjoy those pro-
grams for which some have prepared themselves. Itisa
great gift when we are able to listen aswell as perform,
to the honor and glory of God.

Thewonderful thing of our young peopl€’s conven-
tions and that also makes them ideal liesin the fact that
itisherethat we have fellowship with young people who
are onewith usin thefaith. It is here that we make new
acquai ntances and renew old acquaintances and havethe

opportunity of rejoicing in our youth with those of Prot-
estant Reformed persuasion. Many miles may separate
us during the year but yet we are never distant because
we are united in the faith. During convention time not
only are we united in the faith but we are also united in
the sense that we are not separated by distance. Haven't
you noticed though, that sometimes we don’t mingle
and acquaint ourselves as we should. We stay in groups
and with those whom we always associate with from
our own societies and churches. It seemsto methat itis
part of the idea of the ideal convention that we also as
much as possible try to mingle with others so that our
unity may be physical as well as spiritual. Remember
too that you might meet that “friend” and not just make
new acquaintances. Morethan one havefound their life's
partner in this way.

The ideal convention is aways equipped with an
interesting topic and a theme that is fitting to the needs of
those who attend a convention. | think that istrue of this
year’stheme. Not many of usknow all the implications
of the theme “The Gospel of the Promise;” and yet it is
very important that we do know these things. Therefore
we must have topics and subtopics which bring out all
these points so that our young people may go home and
may be able to say that they had a“good time’—a few
days of spiritual refreshment. We as young people need
thistoo. This should not be reserved for the days when
we become older but we should realize that life is very
seriousand that we need the pure milk of the Word when
weareinthe primeof our life. When wearein the robust
years of our life we often forget this and often do not
even fully realize this. Therefore the speeches delivered
by our ministers devoted to the proclamation of gospel,
should hold a very prominent place in our convention
activities. Apart from the Word of God, we as covenant
young people are never satisfied.

If wetruly seek towalk inthe good workswhich God
has before ordained that we should walk in, we will be
satisfied. Then we will have a truly ideal convention. Yes,
our convention will not simply be an ideal asan idedlity
but it will beideal asatruereality. <

This article is reprinted from August-September 1955
issue of Beacon Lights.
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Federation Board N ominations

Ly Emﬂy Dylzstra

as summer isjust around the corner. At the con-

vention, the delegates of each Young People’'s
Society will be electing the new officers that were
nominated by the Board of the Federation of Protestant
Reformed Young Peoples Societies (Fed. Board). Those
who are elected will take up their position at the end of
the summer.

Because the Fed. Board meets monthly, it is neces-
sary that al its members be from the West Michigan
churches. Regrettably, that means that few of the young
people from the west know the people nominated. For
that reason, the Fed. Board wishesto introduce the nomi-
nees to all the societies.

The nominees for the office of vice president are
Joshua Engelsma and Ryan Barnhill. Josh is nineteen
yearsold and is astudent at Calvin College. He attends
Hope Protestant Reformed Church. Josh hopes to in-
crease the awareness of and interest in the activities of
the Fed. Board and to generate increased participation
among our young people.

Ryan Barnhill isamember of Hudsonville Protestant
Reformed Church. At nineteen years old, he works at
Topcraft Metal Products and attends Grand Valley State
University. His goal for the Fed. Board isto ensure that
thereisan ever-growing possibility for young peopleto
be involved in with various activities, putting special
focus on the convention.

The two nominees for vice secretary are Emily
Kuiper and Rebecca Koole. Emily Kuiper is a nineteen
year old student at Davenport University. She goes to
Southesast Protestant Reformed Church. She would like
to have more interaction between the young people of
the individual Protestant Reformed Churches through
different activitiesheld by the Fed. Board or by invitation
of Young Peopl€e’s Societies.

Rebecca Koole is an eighteen year old who attends
Hope Protestant Reformed Church. While attending Dav-
enport University full time, she also worksat Motman's
Greenhouses and Orchards. She hopes to continue the
Fed. Board'swork in keeping the Young Peopl€e’s Soci et-
ies organized and united. She also wantsto promote the
spiritual growth of the young peopl e during each society
year through annual mass meetings and singspirations,
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and encourage leadership among the young people.

One of the nomineesfor vice treasurer is Blake Wi-
eringa. Blake, at twenty years old, attends Georgetown
Protestant Reformed Church and is a student at Calvin
College. He would like to bring the Fed. Board to the
next level by helping them get things done effectively
and efficiently.

Ben Rau isthe other nomineefor vice treasurer. He
isnineteenyearsold. Heisamember of Hope Protestant
Reformed Church and isapallet worker. Hewantsto as-
sist in the oversight of the Young Peopl€e’s Federation.

The two nominees for the office of Youth Coordina-
tor are Joel Langerak and Carl Kalsheek. Jodl is thirty-
three years old and is a member of Hope Protestant
Reformed Church. He is a production manager at Royal
Technologies Corp in Hudsonville.

Carl Kalsbeek, at thirty-two, attends Faith Protestant
Reformed Church. Heisaplumber. Hewould liketohelp
in the planning of events and activities for the young
peopleto promote a Christian unity in the denomination
for yearsto come.

The two nominees for Spiritual Advisor are Rev.
Daniel Kleyn and Rev. Carl Haak. Rev. Kleyn is the
minister at First Protestant Reformed Churchin Holland.
It ishis desire to see the Fed. Board, through its activi-
ties, provide good spiritual guidance and opportunities
for spiritual growth to our young people.

Rev. Haak is the pastor of Georgetown Church.
His plans for the Fed. Board would be to keep societies
informed of upcoming conventions and promotions, as
well asfundraisers. Also, hewould like to foster asense
of unity through the mass meetings, and give the oppor-
tunity for growth in leadership on the part of those who
are chosen to serve on the Fed Board.

We, as members of the Federation Board, feel that
al these nominees will be able to carry out their work
with the Protestant Reformed Churches and our Young
Peopl€'s Societies. We ask that each of our young people
prayerfully consider each nominee for their specific office
on the Federation Board. <

Emily is a member of Hope Protestant Reformed Church
in Walker, Michigan and is Vice-Secretary of the
Federation Board.
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From the Pastor’s Study

Scripture’s Teaching Regarding Alcohol (4)
The GO(ﬂy Abstinence From Its Use

Ly Rev. Douglas Kuiper

And | set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups,
and | said unto them, Drink ye wine. But they said, We will drink no wine:
for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying,
Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever: (Jeremiah 35:5-6)

He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks;
and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks....

1t is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. (Romans 14:6b, 21)

e have seen that God permitshis peopleto use
Walcohol, with certain restrictions. That leads

to the question, do we sin if we do not drink
wine?We noted that Paul commanded Timothy to drink
alittlewine (I Timothy 5:23). So does God require each
of usto use wineregularly?

Theanswer isthat God never commands usto drink
alcohol, except when we drink it in the Lord's Supper.

To explain this answer, we must do two things in
this article. First, we must see that God does require us
to use winein the Lord’s Supper. Second, we must see
that God gives us the freedom to abstain from drinking
alcohol in our personal and social life.

* % % % %

Let’s deal with the matter of the Lord’s Supper first.
I will be brief here, because thisis not the point which |
really mean to stressin this article.

That God requires godly believers to drink wine
when partaking of the Lord’s Supper is clear from
Matthew 26:27-28, Mark 14:23-24, Luke 22:20, and |
Corinthians 11:25.

Let me quote Matthew 26:27-28: “ And he took the
cup, and gave thanks, and gaveit to them, saying, Drink
ye al of it; For thisis my blood of the new testament,
which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”

Clearly, Jesus commanded those who partook to
drink a cup inwhich was contained wine. First, he said,
“Drink ye.” Not to drink was not an option for them.
Second, he added the word ““all.” This word modifies the
command, not the prepositional phrase. In other words,
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Jesus was not commanding them to drink the whole cup
dry; but was commanding each of the disciplesin that
room to drink. None may refuse.

Today aso godly believerswho partake of theLord's
Supper must drink wine. Partaking of the Lord’s Supper
isan act of worship, and we are not free to worship God
any other way than that which he commandsin hisWord.
Besides, wine is a fitting picture of the effect of Christ’s
shed blood on us. Wine contains al cohol, which rejoices
the heart. Christ’s shed blood rejoices our spiritual heart.
Grape juice, lacking acohol, cannot serve as a picture
of thisjoy.

Perhaps one can think of good reasonswhy one might
not be able to drink the wine of the Lord’s Supper, in
exact obedience to this command - perhaps because of
how the alcohol will interact with medicine which one
istaking, for example. | am not ready to condemn such;
| do not see that to be contrary to Christ’s command.

What would be contrary to Christ's command is if
agodly believer refused to drink the wine of the Lord’'s
Supper because he does not like wine itself, because he
thinksit wrong ever to drink wine, or because he does not
believe that the wineis a picture of Christ’s blood shed
for him. He must drink the wine, in faith and obedience,
in remembrance of Christ.

* % % % %

In our personal and social life, however, God never
commands us to drink wine or any alcoholic beverage.
Thisis clear from Jeremiah 35 and Romans 14.

The passage from Romans 14 speaks more of meat,
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or food, than of drink; but what it says applies also to
drink, and particularly to drinking acohol.

Noticethat the passage indicates that somemight not
drink, because they are not sure God would approve of
that act. These are “weak in the faith” (Romans 14:1).
This does not mean that they are second rate Christians,
or that their faith itself is deficient. Rather, it means that
their conscience might accuse them of sin for doing
something that is not in itself wrong, because they are
not sure God approves of it.

Regarding such people, Paul tellsthe saintsin Rome:
“Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to
doubtful disputations’ (Romans 14:1). That is, receive
such as a member of the church, and do not dispute and
argue regarding his weakness. It must not be our goal
to try to convince him he is wrong. Especially it must
not be our goal to try to persuade him to drink alcohoal,
if he is not convinced he ought: “Let us not therefore
judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that
no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in
his brother’s way” (Romans 14:13). Thisis repeated in
verse 21, quoted above.

Paul can give this instruction, only because God
never requires us to drink alcohol in our personal and
socidl life. If wewererequired to do so, Paul would have
to instruct the Roman saints not to tolerate this “weak
faith” on the part of some.

Don't overlook thefact that Romans 14 does speak of
two situationsin which we might sin by drinking a cohol
- two situations other than drunkenness. The first regards
one who is not sure God is pleased with his drinking.
Because heis not sure God is pleased with him, he sins
if he drinks. His sin is not in the drinking itself, but in
his not drinking in faith. Verse 23 reads. “And he that
doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of
faith; for whatsoever is not of faithissin.”

The second regards onewho can drink to God'sglory.
Though he might be able to do so, he may not drink if
by doing so the brother who is weak in faith sins, by
drinking contrary to the testimony of his conscience.
So verse 21: “It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink
wine, nor anything whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is
offended, or is made weak.”

That God does not command us to drink in our
personal and social lifeisalso clear from the interesting
scenario recorded in Jeremiah 35. There we read that
God commanded Jeremiah to give wine to certain men
of the house of Rechab and tell them to drink it. One
would expect these men to drink it, then; one should not
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disobey a prophet of Jehovah, who comes with a com-
mand from Jehovah.

But the Rechabites said “We will drink no wine.”
And God commends them for this (verses 18-19)!

One of their ancestors, Jonadab, had told his sons
not to drink wine or build houses, but to live in tents.
Certainly it was not a sin for the Jews to build houses,
or to enjoy food and wine. But Jonadab, who livedinthe
northern kingdom during the wicked days of Ahab and
his sons, forbad his children to do these things so that
they might better show that they did not givethemselves
over to the wickedness which was so prevalent in their
day. Over 200 years later his descendants in the time of
Jeremiah still refrained from building houses or drinking
wine, to show their heartfelt love for God and his law.

That God commends them for their refusal to drink
wine when the prophet had commanded them to drink
it indicates that God does not require us to drink wine,
apart from the wine of the Lord's Supper. In fact, God
knew they would refuse, and wanted to use their refusal
asan abject lesson for therest of the Israelites. The sons
of Jonadab obey hislaw, but the Jews do not obey God's;
therefore the Jews would be chastised severely, but the
Rechabites would enjoy God's blessing.

What must we conclude from this?

First, we must respect those Christians who have
made a decision before God not to drink alcohol in their
personal and social life.

Second, we must respect them even morewhen their
reason is to show themselves different from so many in
the world and church who abuse a cohol.

And third, when we are of legal drinking age, we
must ask ourselves these questions before drinking: am
I drinking in the confidence that God is pleased with me?
What effect will my drinking have on otherswho see me?
Will others who see me drinking responsibly, be led to
drink irresponsibly, or be led to drink against the testi-
mony of their conscience? And will my drinking in any
way indicate that | have forgotten to live adistinctively
Christian life in the midst of awicked world?

Selfish people that we are, we don’t want to ask such
guestions. The answers might make us not do something
wewant to do. But God would have us ask them, answer
them honestly, and live accordingly. <

Rev. Kuiper is pastor of Randolph Protestant Reformed
Church in Randolph, Wisconsin.
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Church Family

Romans 1 2 . 1

Ly David Warner

“ | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able unto God, which is your reasonable service.”

beseech, according to Webster’sNew World College

Dictionary, isto ask earnestly; to entreat or implore
amost in abegging manner. Paul is calling usto present
our bodies a living sacrifice. The reason we must present
our bodies as a living sacrifice is because the condition
of our spiritual heart is shown outwardly in the whole
of our lives, mainly through the use of our bodies. You
might ask how somebody could be a living sacrifice. God
showed Adam and Eve how sacrifices were to be made
when he killed the animal that clothed them after their
fall into sin (Genesis 3:21). In the very next chapter, we
read that Cain’soffering of thefruit of the ground was not
acceptable unto God, as Abel’s offering of the firstlings
of his flock was pleasing. In Exodus 12, the Passover was
instituted. Verse five tells us that the sacrifice had to be
aone-year-old male lamb without blemish. When Aaron
was ordained as priest, the LORD said that the firstlings
of'a cow or sheep or goat were to be sacrifices of a sweet
savor to the LORD. Many passages in Scripture tell us
that this lamb without blemish or spot was a picture of
Christ’s sacrifice of himself on the cross in our stead.
John 1:29, 36 call Jesusthe Lamb of God. | Peter 1:18-19
tellsusthat we are redeemed by hisblood, and Hebrews
9-10 assure us that he is the one sufficient sacrifice. The
sacrifice of many animals is not needed anymore since
Christ has come as our one complete sacrifice and savior.
Revelation 5:12-13 worships the Lamb that was dlain,
as described in Isaiah 53:7. However, if the saints have
overcome deceitful Satan by the blood of the Lamb, as
Revelation 12:9ff tells us, to what purpose would the
multitude of sacrifices be unto God (Isaiah 1:11)? He
doesn't delight inthese. So why would Paul beimploring,
almost commanding, us to be living sacrifices?

Surely we cannot al become ordained towork inthe
house of the Lord, as Samuel was “sacrificed” by Han-
nah to God in thismanner (I Samuel 1-2). Surely wewill
not be tested as Abraham was in Genesis 22 to offer up
our children as a sacrifice. And certainly to be a living
sacrifice we do not need to be literal burnt offerings to the

I n this passage, the apostle Paul is beseeching us. To
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Lord, as Jephthah's daughter was (Judges 11:29-46).

No; to present yourselves a living sacrifice is to be
washed, made clean, to put away the evil doings from
before the eyes of the Lord, to cease to do evil, to learn
to do well, to seek judgement, relieve the oppressed,
judge the fatherless and plead for the widow. In being
willing and obedient, we are living sacrifices (Isaiah
1:11-20). In | Samuel 15:22, Samuel asks, “Hath the
LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
asin obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, toobey is
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.”
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a
contrite heart. These sacrifices of righteousness please
the LORD (Psalm 51:16-19). Proverbs 21:3 and Mark
12:33 show usthat to do justice and judgement, as well
as to love God with all our heart, understanding, soul,
and strength, along with loving our neighbors, are more
acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. The Lord desires
mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more
than burnt offerings (Hosea 6:6).

To present ourselves a living sacrifice then is to fol-
low God, as his dear children, walking in love as Christ
hasloved us (Ephesians 5:1-2). Christ has“ given himself
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smell-
ing savor.” Becoming living sacrifices is part of bearing
the name Christian (Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day
12, Question and Answer 32).

But what does it mean to be a holy living sacrifice?
To beholy isto be pure and separate. Thisis our reason-
able service, our whole life devoted to serving him. Not
because heisatyrant and we are his daves, but because
we love and praise him in thankfulness for sending his
only begotten Son to pay the price for our sinsin his
love for us (I John 4:10). We are his children, and we
love him, so we must show in our lives that we belong
to him. Yet we are able to do this only by the mercies
of God, as the apostle Paul tells us. It is through God's
gifts to us that we are able to give back an offering or
sacrifice to the Lord. Through the gift of faith we are
able to offer up the sweet savor of our prayers to him.
Through our various talents we are able to praise him.
Through the commandments we obey him. Through
covenant ministers, parents, teachers, and friendswe can
learn of his truths and continue to grow in the body of
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the Church. We can present our selves living sacrifices,
holy, acceptable to God through the blessings which he
has bestowed upon us, for “of him, and through him,
and to him, are all things’ (Romans 11:36). In obeying
the law and taking joy in him, we carry out the calling
God has given to each of us. Psalter number 109 sings
of thiswondrous fact: “ The offering on the altar burned
Gives no delight to Thee; The hearing ear, the willing
heart, Thou givest unto me. Then, O my God, | come, |

come, Thy purpose to fulfill; Thy law is written in my
heart, ‘ Tisjoy to do Thy will.”

Being a living sacrifice is to hear him, to love him,
and to obey him by heeding his will for us in every
asgpect of our lives, which we do only by his grace and

Spirit.

David is a member of Peace Protestant Reformed Church
in Lansing, Illinois.
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BAPTISMS

“He is the LORD our God: ...He hath remembered

his covenant for ever, the word which he

commanded to a thousand generations.”

Psalm 105:7, 8

The sacrament of Holy Baptism was administered to:

Emily Anne, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Bert Mulder—Ed-
monton, Alberta, CAN

Seth John, son of Mr. & Mrs. Matt Kamps—Georgetown,
MI

Quinton Jared, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jared Dykstra—
Georgetown, M|

Samantha Grace, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Mark Meulen-
berg—Grace, Ml

Addison Michele, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Dan Drnek—
Holland, MI

Joslynn Marie, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Rick Brunsting—
Hope, Mi

Logan James, son of Mr. & Mrs. Justin Kamps—Hudson-
ville, Ml

Samuel Bruce, son of Mr. & Mrs. Drew Duthler—Hudson-
ville, Ml

Allison Nicole, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ryan VanDer-
Meulen—Hudsonville, MI

Luke Gene, son of Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Wierenga—Im-
manuel, Lacombe, Alberta, CAN

Christina Renae, daughter of Rev. & Mrs. Clay Spronk—
Peace, IL

Aliyah Grace, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Lanting—
Peace, IL

Lee John, son of Mr. & Mrs. Les Kamps—Southwest, Mi

Jordan Alex, son of Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Kuiper—Southwest,
MI
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Ayla Nicole, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Mike Holstege—
Trinity, MI

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH

“Teach me, O LORD, the way of the statutes; and |

shall keep it unto the end.” Psalm 119:33

Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ was

made by:

Michelle Morley—Bethel, IL

Janna Bleyenberg, Jerry Bleyenberg, Matthew Brum-
mel, Danielle Burgers, Jordana De Jong, Laura De
Jong, Brittany Gritters, Heidi Oostra, Mark Van
Maanen, and Justin Vink—Hull, 1A

Amber Gritters—Redlands, CA

MARRIAGES

“For this God is our God for ever and ever: He will

be our guide even unto death.” Psalm 48:14

United in the bond of Holy Matrimony were:

Mr. Andon DeBoer and Miss Angie DeJager—Edgerton,
MN/Sioux Falls, SD Mission

Mr. Jason Tolsma and Miss Andrea Stiksma—Edmonton,
Alberta, CAN

Mr. Todd Kooienga and Miss Nicole VanOverloop—
Faith, Ml

Mr. Brent Meelker and Miss Stacy Feenstra—Kalama-
zoo, Ml

Mr. Adan Santistevan and Miss Alicia Campbell—Love-
land, CO

Mr. Jim Hoogendoorn and Miss Lori Vermeer—Peace, IL

Mr. Geoff Haveman and Miss Joanna Struska—Trinity,
Mi
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The Fountain .
o « « laf if ching !

The water sprang o . B
In arching glee, S LT by Connie Meyer
A bubbling, gurgling, mounting tree. S s

From deep within
The ground it climbed, > .//
To reach apeak of height sublime. ;,

O fountain fair,
A pillar there, et
What can you teach mein thealr'? N

The spray you spew
Delights the eye, .
And sprinkleso’er meas| try

To understand
The truth you show,
A doctrine dearly held to know,

A firm decree,
Thefountain of
A holy faith and life above.

It's not my work;
I’m not the root;

It's all of grace—election’sfruit!

F WE WCCH OSENETUL UF F

B OB E DI ENUCEOAMHUPTH
Canons|, Article 9 L Q RREHTOEWRGLMOTZCV
This election was not founded upon foreseen ':‘/I ? \'jv 5 g 2 E lT E E g g 'O :\\I/I 'I& $
faith, and the obedience of faith, holiness, ECAUSTETRIDFSBNTUDN G
or any other good ggalltv or dispositi onin DEDNTETPETUDNGOATCOTETRH
man, asthe prerequisite, cause, or condition DDP MNLI RNUUTLTLI I WEoO
onwhich it depended; but men are chosento V E L LI EEOONVGTMTL
faith and to the obedience of faith, holiness, N ENUL S QCFTATFT CHE I
etc. Therefore election is the fountain of S CDOOGUWTA AT SEGNN
every saving good, from which proceed faith, T Ol HHHI CJ 1 I RL OVE
holiness, and the other gifts of salvation, CRCKLTSGQNOTETL VS
and finally eternal lifeitself, asitsfruitsand EPDEHTI AFONNHETFS
effects, according to that of the apostle: He F B2z OFFPTAHATHRI ME

F R UI T S EULUFNJSY DNE S
hath chosen us (not because we were, but} ETGNI VASHYTI LAUDQ
that we should be holy and without blame

before himin love (Eph. 1:4).

Connie is a member of Hope Protestant Reformed Church
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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\%9 cares? What’s in 1t. for me?
10 .
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What motivates you?

Be ready to discuss these questions around God’s Word:

Being honest, what or who motivates you to do your school work as well or as
poorly as you do? Now imagine that influence disappearing from your life.
Would you continue to perform at the same level? Why or why not?

What would be your reaction if your parents decided
to free you from all rules and requirements when you

PRYP CONVENTION
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reached the age of 16? ~
What changes would you make in your life? Why? N
What would stay the same? Why? gy

2 2
Ve from the ™

Registration deadline is May 1, 2008.
Www.prcconvention.com Proverbs 29:25




