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Editorial 

FOR THE GRADUATES 
by Gerald Kniper 

Graduat ion!  What  an exci t ing 
thought! Immediately we are aware that 
another important milestone in our growth 
has arrived. When I think tack  to my 
three graduations 1 remember mostly the 
mixed feelings of pride and accomplish- 
ment on the oue hand, but also the 
feel ings of regre t  t h a t  many of t h e  
activities and relationships 1 had grown to 
know and enjoy would be no more. You 
who graduate probably will experience 
some of these same feelings. 

But there is much more to the 
significance of graduation than just these 
subjective thoughts. 1 hope that you 
graduates can see more in this than I did 
when I was your age. Oh yes, part of the 
significance is that the authorities in the 
school declare that you have successfully 
completed a prescribed course of study. 
This is reasor] for pride. Some of you had 
to work very hard to accomplish it. But of 
tremendous importance, too-and this is 
stressed especially in our own schools - 
is the fact that you as  graduates have been 
instructed up to this point in the "Fear of 
t h e  Lord". From you. there fore ,  a 
measure of wisdom is expected. That Fear 
of the Lord in which you have been 
ins t ruc ted  i s  t h e  foundat ion a n d  t h e  
beginning of true Wisdom. 

Read Proverbs 4 in this respect to  
find out the aim of all education. W e  are 
to "Get wisdom, get understanding ..." 
and "...forget it not" (verse 5). We are 
instructed to love wisdom and not forsake 
it. in verse 6. In verse 7 Solomon says. 
"Wisdom is the principal thing: therefore 
get wisdom: and with all thy getting get 
understanding." We are to have a "love 
affair" with Wisdom - a lasting one. We 

are not to let Wisdom go or forsake her. 
With Wisdom a s  our constant companion 
we are t o  walk, and thereby receive on our 
head an "ornament of grace" and a 
"crown of glory" (verse 9). We are 
instructed t o  keep her, for she is our life 
(verse 13). 

To walk in the Fear of the Lord is to 
follow a particular path. Whether we 
continue our education. or take up a 
different calling in this life, we are to 
follow that way only with Wisdom. We are 
not t o  seek other lovers and companions. 
Listen to  the  Holy Spirit in verses 14 and 
15: "Enter not into the paths of the 
wicked, and go  not in the way of evil men. 
Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and 
pass away." We have here the explicit 
warning that we are to walk in the right 
path. in the path lit up, according to 
Solomon. by a shining light that shines 
unto the perfect day. This is in direct 
contrast to  groping in the dark ways 
without our companion. Wisdom. Solomon 
h e r e  is  very s h a r p  concerning this  
antithesis. a s  are many other places in 
Scripture regarding this same contrast. 
What a difficult calling! How can we ever 
heed it? 

Beloved young people. thank God 
that Solomon answers this for us. too. He 
instructs us in verse 23 that we are to be 
diligent in this calling. Diligence isn't 
something that we leave behind in the 
classroom or on the shelf somewhere. It is 
work. h a d  work. Read with me verses 23 - 
27 and you will find the following. We are 
to  speak the truth: we are to look straight 
ahead and not be  turned aside by the 
"Sirens" of our present day. Perhaps we 
who are weak will have to put wax in our 
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ears and be  tied to the mast like Ulysses 
was, but we are not to turn aside to a way 
of destruction. We are to  ponder our path, 
and we are to  let our way be established, 
turning not to the  right o r  to the  left. 

I have confidence, graduates. that you 
and I. too, can do this with God's help. 
We know better; we have all been taught. 
But again, what a difficult task! We are,  
for example, to sell used cars or real 
estate and speak the truth always. If that 
is to  be  your vocation and you never 
thought that those jobs and truth went 
together, they had better now. Some of 
us, perhaps, will continue our education in 
a secular institution or one controlled by 
apos ta tes .  Pro tes tan t  Reformed youth,  
turn not to the right or to the left, but walk 
in Wisdom and in the Fear of the  Lord. Or 

p e r h a p s ,  s o m e  of  us  may have  t h e  
privilege of teaching children in the home 
or in the  school. Let's teach those children 
the right way to go. Let us  pray that we 
may not be  unfaithful to Wisdom, and by 
our errant and wicked way lead others to 
darkness. These are  just a few of the  
implicat ions we  can take  from t h i s  
wonderful instruction in Proverbs 4. 

In closing 1 say, "Congratulations. 
Graduates!" You have  e a r n e d  your 
diploma. But don't forget that you have 
been given this strength from God, and 
from Him alone. Look to Him now and in 
the future for strength and guidance in 
your calling. Then, and only then, will you 
be blessed. In all thy ways acknowledge 
Him, and He wIIl direct thy paths. 

GRA DUA TION 
by Ken Hanko 

Ken is a member of o m  Hope, Walker, 
Church. 

The purpose of the child of God in all 
that he does is to show his gratitude to 
God for the marvelous things God has 
done for him. 

Now, as  graduation approaches, we 
seniors look back on twelve or thirteen 
years of schooling and see that God has 
indeed been good to us. 

He has given us Christian parents. 
And He has given them the desire to give 
us  an education, an education aimed at 
bringing us up in the fear of God. Our 
parents have contributed and still do 
cox~tribute, much of their time, money, 
and effort to providing us with schools. 
They have seen to it that through these 
schools we are given an education, the 
goal of which is to prepare us  to take our 

places within the church and the world. 
God has also given us teachers who 

are dedicated to the  goal of training us to 
love God. They have taught us well and 
faithfully throughout our school years. 
They have been patient and preserving 
even when we have been rebellious. They 
have given us  an education which is 
unequaled in any other school. They have 
well prepared us to take up the positions 
God has chosen for us within the church 
and the ~ o r l d .  

These are  but a few of the wonderful 
blessings God has bestowed on us. Yet 
many times we have taken these blessings 
for granted, a s  if we deserved them. We 
have even rebelled against them, saying 
that we hate school, that we do not want 
to learn. that we will not do a particular 
assignment because we do not feel like it. 
or that the education we are receiving is 



not worth the amount that our parents are 
paying or the effort we must put into it. 

Nevertheless, there are times when 
we have been grateful, when our hearts 
have overflowed with thanksgiving to God 
for t h e  wonderful paren ts ,  t eachers .  
homes and schools He has given us. 

Graduation, a s  everything we en- 
counter in this life, offers a marvelous 
opponunity to show that our hearts are 
overflowing with love and gratitude to 
God. Now, with the school year drawing 
swiftly to its close and the time for us to 

rake up careers fast approaching, we must 
remember to continually consecrate our- 
selves a s  living sacrifices of gratitude to 
God for a!l that He has done. 

As we look back over the years of 
schooling we have received, our hearts 
swell with a prayer of thankfulness to God 
for His guidance and care. As we look 
ahead from this milestone, we pray that 
God will cont inue to  give us  His 
all-sufficient grace thhr we may carry on in 
His name and io His lear. 

A N  UNLIETENlNG NIGHT 
b! Pete Hoekstra 

Pe te  is a m e m b e r  of our  Southeas t  
Chnrch. 
..................................... 

The auditorium was hot. Bccause 
they were sitting in a straight long row. 
they could not see each other. "...ye arc  
rhe light of the world ..." Speaking of 
i ~ ~ h t s .  there were many. Hypo tried to 
concentrate. hut the heat from the lights 
was unbearable. and the flashing lights 
did nothing to help his problem. Hypo was 
hure that the speech he was trying to 
iisten to U . ~ S  a good speech, but the 
[lashing lights lit up his memory. 

Just last week, he remembered, he 
had asked Con to go along with him to 
fight. Both of them were good fighters. 
Con had seemed a little hesitant at first. 
but with a bit of friendly persuasion had 
conseiteo. Hypo knew that he had to go 
that night. but hc \vanled someone along 
for cover. Con u.as a good soldier. so he 
chose him. In his mind hc began to recall 
[he events of that evening. As they drove 
up to "the place." Hypo had cast doubts 
in his own mind as  to the \visdoni of the 
idea of taking Con along. 

"...arid [he light \hall reveal that 

darkncss ..." Con's mind began to wonder 
also. It had been dark that night. The 
lights at "the place" were flashing, in fact 
they could he b e t t e ~  described as faint and 
ilickcring. He wondered if Hypo remem- 
bered rhat awful night. Con cringed as he 
thotight of the river he had fallen into less 
than live minutes after they had arrived. 
r\velvc percent C2H50H. He had been 
badly burned. lIis eyes teared as  he 
recalled the air's smell of notruthatol. and 
the lackadiscernnicnt which shrouded the 
entire "place." Fie knew somehow that he 
had had no business being there, but 
Hypo had told him it  would be a good 
place to go to practice fighting the wiles. 
Those wiles were ugly monsters. who 
loved dark places such as "that place" 
was. 

As he struggled now to control his 
emotions. he wished he could have been 
like Hypo had been. h o w  could they have 
known that their fellwv classmates arould 
he therc also. already captured by the 
wiles. and wounded badly? t ie  had been 
caught off guard and he supposed rhat 
Hypo had been. t w .  Yer Hjpo had 
handled himself admirably. He always 
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seemed to know what to say and when to 
say it. Hypo had brought him back home 
to safety. 

Another flash of light bmke Hypo's 
train of thought. His memory flashed back 
to the shine of his car's headlights a s  they 
had shown on the mailbox in front of the 
Vert homestead. Con had served him well. 
He no\v had his cover. Con had been with 
him, Con was home early, Con was a good 
soldier. despite the wound he brought 
upon hinisclf tonight. and Con's mother 
would relay good tidings to his own 
mother. All would be  \cell: now back to 
the party. 

In a remote area of the building, two 
pranksters silentiy made their way to the 
control room. They \vould only play a 
harmless prank. They wished only to put a 
few friends from the "angel factory" in 
total darkness on this important night. 

"As you commence your next mile in 
life. remember the three types of lights. 1. 
Beacon lights of various brightnesses 
shining to reveal the darkness. 2. Blfnkfng 
lights which are  good for nothing. 3. 
Burned out lights which have served their 
purpose. Which type are you? Thank- 
you." 

- 
(Applause) 
Ncue speaker: "Now we proudly present ro 
you our graduates: James Paul Allbright, 
Lydia Ruth Beamer. Hypo Crite ..." The 
auditorium was suddenly rocked with an 
explosion and plunged into total darkness. 

The next d a ~  a puzzled janitor found 
a fourth type of light. In the control room 
were two Broken worthless bulbs. 

P.S. On the third seat from the end was a 
third broken bulb. 

IS VACATION 
FROM SOCIETY NECESSARY? 

Non-young people. read this article. This certainly can also be 
applied to Mr. and Mrs., Mens, Ladies Societies. Bible Classes and 
Discussion Groups. The summer should never be a vacation from 
studying God's Word. Let us be careful that our fleshly lusts and 
pleasures don't shove out Bible study. Ed. 

Janice is a member or our Hope, Walker, 
Church. She gave this d d e  as an 
after-recess paper in April, 1975 for Hope 
Sr. Young People's Sodety. 

Why is it that our Young People's 
Societies discontinue during the summer 
months? One reason given was: "We've 
always done it that way, and all the  other 
societies in the church have, too." I think 
this is a worthless tradition and should be 

thrown out because iitradition says to quit 
studying the Bible for any period of time, 
then  it is  wrong.  Is  t h e  Bible l ess  
important for us in the summer? Another 
reason given is, "Young People's is 
boring enough a s  it is; give us a break!" If 
Young People's is  distasteful. it's not 
because there's something wrong with the 
Word of God, ba t  there's something 
wrong with us, or our attitude toward 
Scripture.  1'11 admi t  tha t  YP's h a s  
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somet imes  been  du l l ,  b u t  t h e n  let ' s  
improve it, not look eagerly for a chance to 
get away from it. 

Young People's can become weari- 
some to an individual when he  doesn't 
participate in the discussion, but just sits 
back and lets others do the talking. And, 
of course, YP's is always a pain to those 
who come only because their parents 
make them. Our reason for attending YP's 
should be because we want to and because 
we love God's Word and love lo discuss it 
with fellow saints. If this is why we come. 
then we won't quit meeting during the 
summer months. 

It's quite inconsistent to meet for only 
seven months of the year and then stop for 
no reason at  all. When my Christian 
friends outside of the Protestant Reformed 
Churches ask me why my youth group 
dies out in the summer. I can find no 
sufficient or even reasonable answer to 
give them. There are  plenty of churches 
that continue all their activities all year 
round -they put us to shame. If we have 
the best manifestation of the Truth, why 
don't we get excited about it? Since 
Arminians believe the lie and are enthusi- 
astic about that, why aren't we excited 
about the Truth - excited enough to dig 
into it all year through? Bible study isn't 
something we should get sick of, nor is it 
something from which we need a vacation. 

The psalmist said in Psalm 119:97, 
"Oh, how love I Thy Lawl It is my 
meditation all the day." He doesn't say, 
"It is my meditation all the day, except for 
some time off in the summer." Notice the 
exclamation mark - this is no indifferent 
or mediocre attitude. If we really love 
God's Word, we won't take a vacation 
from it. Everyone is familiar with II 
Timothy 215,  "Study to show thyself 
approved unto God ...." Are we showing 
ourselves less approved to God when we 
cut down on our Bible study? 

Well, you say, these verses only 
apply to  personal  Bible s tudy  a n d  
meditation, not to group study. Consider 
Psalm 133:1, "Behold, how good and how 

p leasan t  i t  i s  for  b re thren  t o  dwell 
together in unity!" Since it's good and 
pleasant, let's do it more often! Sure, 
personal Bible study is important, very 
impor tan t ,  b u t  w e  m u s t  not  neglect 
Christian fellowship which is also so 
essential to our spiritual welfare. After all, 
this is the  purpose of Young People's 
Society. Every Sunday we confess that 
part of the Apostles' Creed which says, "I 
believe in the communion of saints." 
While we confess this in our hearts, let's 
confess it in our actions too, by encourag- 
ing it and looking for every opportunity to 
experience it. And if we don't find that 
sweet communion in YP's, then let's pray 
for it and work toward it. 

Most of our church members take a 
few weeks of vacation from work during 
the summer, but in a large society, this 
would not severely decrease attendance. 
(For example, our particular society has 
about 40 members - willing and unwill- 
ing - and if 20 go away with their 
families, there are  still plenty left to carry 
on a decent discussion.) Sure, the leader 
needs a break (especially if he  is a pastor), 
but why can't a temporary substitute be 
found? Or even a society member could be 
qualified to  lead the discussion. 

Young People 's  Society i s  often 
formal and official with roll calls, dues, 
minutes, etc., and possibly it would be 
better to have an informal meeting for the 
summer. Maybe what we really need is a 
break from the  formality itself. A group 
Bible study which is made up of people 
who come on a strictly voluntary basis will 
be  more enjoyable and beneficial than the 
"regular season" meetings. I am sure. 

If we  still  have  t h e  God-given 
freedom to meet publicly where and when 
we want for searching the Scriptures 
together, let's take advantage of it! How I 
wish all of us  would get excited over 
delving into God's Word with our  
Christian brothers and sisters! May God 
so  fill us  with His Spirit to give us 
year-round enthusiasm in this day of 
apostate apathy! 
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'ruth 

R O B E  

VS. 

RT C. 

Error 

H A R B A C  

T H E  HOLY WAR 
THE TO WN OF MANSOUL 

Jesus was not yet come into the town. -John 

There was this town of Mansoul. It 
was situated between the two worlds, 
between heaven and hell. Its founder and 
Builder was Shaddai. The name Shaddai 
means "to be strong and powerful," and 
the Greek translation of the Hebrew name 
is "the Almighty" (Rev. 1:8). Shaddai 
made Mansoul the crown of His universe, 
to have dominion over all. In the center of 
the town there was for glory, a palace; for 
s t rengh .  a castle; for beauty, a paradise, 
and so large as  to have room for eternity 
(Eccl. 3:11, marg.). The city was so strong 
that the walls could never be broken down 
unless  t h e  ci t izens themse lves  gave  
consent. Nothing but sin, by an act of 
their own free will, could have hurt them. 
The poet expressed it: 

Best are all things as the will 
Of God ordained them; Hls creatlng hand 
Nothing imperfect or deficient left 
Of all that H e  created, much less, man, 
Or ought that might his happy state secure, 
Secure from outward force; within himself 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power: 
Against his will he can recelve no harm. 
But God left free the Will,  for what obeys 
Reason, is free, and Reason H e  made right, 
But bid her well beware, and still erect, 

Lest by some fair appearing good surpris'd 
She dictate false, and misinform the Will 
To do what God expressly forbid. 

Five gates were in the walls of this 
town. They were  Ear-gate ,  Eye-ga te ,  
Mouth-ga te ,  Nose-gate  and  Feel-gate .  
These gates could never be forced or 
opened except by the will of those within. 
and they were all good and true men. But 
there was a mighty black prince from 
another realm. who plotted to secure the 
downfall of Mansoul, and make all those 
in it his slaves. His name is Diabolos. 
Originally, it was not so; for to begin with, 
he had been a servant of King Shaddai, in 
the highest of His principalities and the 
best of His dominions. But once upon a 
time he went wrong. He got to raging in 
his heart for a higher state, to be as  
Shaddai, lord over all. King Shaddai had 
this lordship reserved for His Son, Prince 
Emmanuel, and had already bestowed it 
on Him. It was then the treasonous design 
of Diabolos to destroy the King's Son and 
with his  dark  cohorts  to take His 
inheritance for themselves. 

Now, in Shaddai's dominion there 
was no Eye-gate, since He and His Son 
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were all and always eye, beholding in full 
vision every sector of His realm. Shaddai, 
catching Diabolos's rebellion at  its incep- 
tion and initial execution, convicted the 
giant and his rabble of h o m d  conspiracy, 
cast them out of office and court, and 
condemned them to eternal judgment. 
How Diabolos and his rebel crew raged! 
Not only in pride, but also in malice, they 
continued a constant smoldering revolu- 
tion against the &.g and His P r i c e .  In 
their infernal minds, they deemed it better 
to rule in hell than to serve in heaven. So 
these hellish hordes poured up out of their 
holes and dens with a horrible roar of 
Luciferian madness as  they sped in attack 
towards the Town of Mansoul. They had 
been there when Shaddai had built and 
beautified Mansoul for Himself. Of their 
number was one Alecto, of the three 
furies, who had instead of hair, a huge, 
tangled, gnarled and electrified spaghetti 
bowl of snakes. (These furies punished 
those who escaped public justice.) He 
proposed that they conceal themselves 
and their now monstrous guise behind 
their chief, who could appear as  an angel 
of light. This way they would assault 
Mansoul with lies, flatteries, pretended 
things that would never be, and promises 
that could never be found. Mansoul would 
be allured to make themselves willing to 
open their gates and even desire them to 
come in. 

It was also decided to shoot, outright. 
some chief ruler of the townsman. The 
man they had consigned to destruction 
was Capt. Resistance, the man in the town 
most feared by the giant Diabolos. The 
one appointed to do the murder was 
Tisiphone, a fury with a whip of scorpions. 
This brimstone band marched invisibly on 
Mansoul, all except one, who did so not in 
his own depraved and beggarly likeness. 
but under the shape and in the body of the 
most subtle of the beasts of the field, the 
harmless, innocent and beautiful serpent. 
Within shooting r a n g e  of Mansoul 's  
Ear-gate, they emplaced their ambuscade, 

zeroing in on Capt. Resistance. The giant 
then approached the gate and called for a 
hearing. He took with him lll-pause, his 
clever orator in delicate matters. It was an 
Ill-pause which had tripped up Eve in the 
garden. David on his roof, Solomon at his 
shrines and Peter at the enemy's fire- 
place. 

At the giant's trumpet blast, certain 
looked over the wall of Mansoul to see 
what was the matter. They were Lord 
Innocent. Lord Will-be-will, t h e  Lord 
Mayor. Mr. Recorder (Conscience) and 
Capt. Resistance. It was Lord Will-be-will 
who demanded that the giant identify 
himself and state the purpose of his 
disturbance. Then Diabolos, delivering an 
oration in lamblike simplicity, purveyed 
his subtle lies with false reasoning and 
holding a false liberty, which, he said, was 
better than being shut up as  they were in 
a dark and stinking cave. This is what 
Paradise is hinted to be  in comparison to 
the golden world offered by the one in the 
serpent. Actually, a fool's paradise was 
offered t o  Mansoul .  At th i s  point ,  
while Diabolos was speaking, the assassin 
got the cross-hairs on Capt. Resistance, 
shot him through the head, and down 
dead h e  fell  over  t h e  wall,  t o  t h e  
amazement of all Mansoul. Then, with the 
only fighting man in the to=- dead, and 
there being no more courage to resist, the 
giant 's  o ra tor ,  Ill-pause. delivered a 
speech to those on the  wall. He spoke of 
his master's love for the toun.  He pointed 
to the forbidden tree and, making a low 
bow to his master, advised looking at it 
and its promising fruit, and partaking of it 
to artain divine uisdom. 

At this point, Lord Innocency sank 
right down where h e  stood and died. How 
this happened is not exactly known. H e  
may have  been  sho t ,  a s  w a s  Capt. 
Resis tance,  o r  p e r h a p s  s o m e  qualm 
suddenly shook him mortally to the roots 
of his being, or, even more likely, perhaps 
he was fatally asphyxiated by the rotten, 
stinking hal i tosis  of t h e  t reacherous  

# 
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villain. Ill-pause. Now, with these two 
great men dead, the beauty and glory of 
yansoul  were destroyed. There was no 
niore spirit in the whole town. They all fell 
down and surrendered to become slaves to 
the black prince. They ate of the tree, 
became immediately insanely drunk. for- 
got Shaddai and His law and opened the 
gates of Mansoul to every diabolonian 
there ever was. The same poet has Eve 
consider thus the Serpent's lure: 
Here grows the cure of all, this Fruit Divine, 
Fair to the eye, inv~ting to the taste, 
Of virtue to make wise: what hinders then 
To reach and feed at once both body and mind? 

So saying, her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the f ru i t  she plucked, did eat; 
Earth felt the wound. and Nature from her seat 
Sighing through all her works gave signs of woe, 
That all was lost. 

Diabolos and  his  minions hated 
Mansoul because they hate knowledge, 
r igh teousness  and  holiness. They  a re  
haters of God because they hate his 
image. Upright Mansoul was an eyesore 
to them. But before Diabolos was done 
with Mansoul he made it an eyesore to 
God. The enemy cut off its hair, bound it 
in chains of darkness. bored out its eyes 

and made it a hack-horse in the house of 
Dagon. Now the Mansoulians are  in 
midnight darkness with not a glimmering 
of holy light in them. They were made a 
little lower than the angels but fell lower 
than the brute beasts. They became the 
compound of the evil qualities of the worst 
creatures. In them is the rapacity of the 
lion, the stubbornness of the mule and 
slyness of the fox. They are doggish and 
swinish, while filled with the poison of 
asps. They are a generation of vipers. 
They are  so miserably corrupted that in 
every one of them is a bucket of snakes. 
making them utterly incapable of doing 
any good and prone to all wickedness. Not 
t h e  l eas t  good is  in t h e m ,  nothing 
acceptable to Shaddai. Whatever changes 
may be  found in them are only from evil to 
evil. One Mansoulian, feeling the weight 
and horror of that bucket, cried out, "0 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?" But 
most feel not the sinking weight. They are  
dead. Death bears full sway. It is different 
with one in a life and death struggle. That 
one has hope in the regeneration of a new 
life. 

George M. Ophoff (7) 
by Prof. H. Hanko 

HIS EARLY YEARS 
At the time George graduated from 

g r a d e  school ,  t h e r e  was  a s  yet  no 
Christian high school. Calvin College, 
located on the cprner of Franklin and 
htadison.  incorporated various high 
~chool  subjects into its curriculum. Al- 
rhough Calvin College was  primarily 
dedicated to the instruction of future 
r~. , ichers  and  ministers ,  anyone who 
.\tinted a Christian high school education 
h.!d to go to this school. Nevertheless, in 
ih~15e days even high cchool was chiefly 
I . those who sought a carcer in the 
lt.,~chlng or preaching profession. it was 

with his mind set upon being a minister 
that George enrolled in the school on 
Madison and Franklin. From this school 
he graduated in 1909 at the age of 18. 

His schooling was interrupted after 
high school, probably because of lack of 
finances in the family. A similar interrup- 
tion rook place between George's college 
and seminary education. It seems as  if 
these  y e a r s  were spen t  working for 
Consumer's Ice Company. We are inclu- 
ing a picture taken at that time, which will 
give our readers some idea of the work in 
which George was engaged. 

8 1  BEACON LIGHTS 



Consumer Ice Company - where Rev. Ophoff worked 

C 



This work occupied George's time from 
1909 to 1911. a period of two years. In 
1911 his schooling was resumed and he  
spent the normal four years in Calvin 
College still determined upon his calling 
as a minister. 

After g radua t ing  from Calvin. 
George's studies were once. again inter- 
rupted; and once again he worked for 
Consumer's Ice Company. During this 
interval. which lasted about two years, an 
event took place which was to have a 
profound effect upon his life. 

The old Professor Hernkes, the story 
of whose life we narrated in an earlier 
article. lived alone on the corner of Henry 
and Bates Street on the southeast end of 
town, near Bates Street Christian Re- 
formed Church. Prof. Hemkes had scrved 
with distinction a s  professor in Calvin 
Seminary and had retired. In 1916, when 
George was 25 years old, Prof. Hemkes 
broke his hip in a fall. This is always a 
serious thing with older people, but in 
those days it was even more serious, for 
modern advances in bone surgery were 
unknown. Rof.  Hemkes never walked 
again. 

Someone had to take care of him. The 
lot fell upon George. There were probably 
two reasons for this. One reason was that 
he was the oldest in the family, and the 
care of the invalid grandfather fcll upon 
him. Another reason was that in the 
quietness of his grandfather's home he  
could find the peace and serenity for study 
which had escaped him in the busy hustle 
and bustle of his own family life. George 
left home to live on Henry and Bates with 
his grandfather, and he  did not return 
again to  the  home of his parents. 

The influence of Prof. Hemkes was 
great. Not only could George's grand- 
father give him the encouragement that he  
needed to pursue his studies for the 
ministry. but Prof. Hemkes could also give 
him the knowledge of the Reformed faith 
and the traditions of the churches of the 
Afsheidlng which were dear to his heart. 

A - -- 
Prof. Hemkes' house 

Although George worked for a couple of 
years yet, resumed his studies, and worked 
about the house of his grandfather, there 
were many hours of quietness in which the 
two could discuss the faith which they 
loved. These were good years in which 
George was strengthened and broadened 
in the knowledge of the truth of the 
Scripture. 

In 1918. a t  the age of 27, George 
entered Calvin Seminary. There are, it 
seems, especially two events which took 
place dur ing  these  years  which a r e  
inportant enough to be related. 

The first event was the death of 
George's father. Frederick Ophoff worked 
at the Rex Reed Furniture Factory in 
downtown Grand Rapids. In 1919, shortly 
after George began his studies in the 
seminary, an explosion tore apart the 
factory where George's father worked. 
The explosion took place in a part of the 
shop sufficiently distant from the place 
where Frederick Ophoff worked so that he 
could escape from the inferno unharmed. 



Rev. Ophoffs  father 

But h e  worked in t h e  paint ing a n d  
varnishing department. After escaping 
from the building, he remembered a very 
precious watch which he had laid on the 
bench and, in his haste, had left behind. 
Calculating t h a t  he  could e n t e r  h i s  

department and rescue the watch before 
the flames hit that part of the shop. he 
plunged back into the  building against the 
advice of onlookers  a n d  his  fellow 
employees. He did not suceed in his 
endeavor. An explosion also tore apart 
that part of the shop, and Frederick 
Ophoff was badly burned. He died that 
same day at the age of 52. The tragedy in 
the family was great, for he left a widow 
and eight children. Their only means of 
support from that time on was a small 
pension from the shop which could not 
possibly be  stretched to cover the needs of 
the family. But the children were growing 
up and they were able to find work to add 
to the family income. George, however, 
already embarked  upon h i s  seminary 
studies and living with his grandfather, 
was not expected to  contribute to the 
family support. Here, too, is evidence of 
the providential hand of God determining 
events according to His good pleasure, 
and leading His servant on in such a way 
that the minstry would be his vocation in 
spite of the tragedy which befell the 
Ophoff family. We shall have to wait with 
the second incident until our next article, 
the Lord willing. 

Picture Captions for April issue pictnres. 
1. Ophoff house on Eastern Ave. 
2. Rev. Ophoff s mother 
3. Ophoff family picture - Rev. standing 

on let? 

The Protestant Reformed 
Young People's Societies 

HudsonviIle Sr. Young People's Society 
Thc Iludsonvillc Protestant Reformed 

Senior Young I'eople's Society rnccls for 
an hour and a half on Sundays immedi- 
ately follotving the morning service. At the 
present time, uhile waiting for our ncq 
churcli building to be built, wc are 
niceting in a cl:r\\room at Hudsoriville 

H ~ g h  school. This is O.K. for a while but 
shelve\ of novels and testbooks don't 
corive\. thr same atmosphere as Bibles 
and I'salters do. 

Our nice1ing\ are divided into t\vo 
main p;irts. The tirsr alitl ninjor portion of 
our rncctirig is Bible discussion. r\.rhich is 
led by Rev .  Hanko. This yeill wc arc 
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studying the book of Revelation. This Many of the  afte; recess programs consist 
book, a s  I'm sure all of you know, is very of reading and discussing an article from 
difficult to understand. It is also a very the Beacon Lights. 
important book in light of the fact that the It has become the tradition of our 
end of time is rapidly approaching. We society to pay a visit shortly before 
must be prepared to stand a s  children of Christmas, to the  sick and shut-ins of our 
God in these last perilous days. Revelation congregation. This year, as  in the  past 
teaches us not to fear in these days, but years, we went to their homes and sang 
rather, to place our complete and unwav- Christmas carols to them and also gave 
ering trust in God as  the provider of all then1 baskets filled with fruit and baked 
His children's needs. goods. 

The second part of our meeting is the Also th i s  year  we  planned a n  
After Recess Program. This is led by our auction to raise money for the convention. 
President, Gary Lanning. Also assisting Members of our society went around and 
are Vice-President, Gerry Schut; Secre- collect items donated by members of our 
tary. Laura Brunsting; Treasurer, Sandy neighboring congregations. These items 
Lubbers; and Vice-all, Randy Miedema. were  auct ioned off on April 14. a t  

At the beginning of the year a VanHill's Auction Barn in Zeeland. 
commit tee  ass igned  specific topics to In conclusion, I would like to urge all 
members and also a date on which they young people to join the Young People'\ 
were to give a discussion of their topic. Society of their congregation for a very 
However. a member may feel free to give beneficial and unique period of Chrirtian 
a discussion on any topic he  chooses. fellowship, 

SEMINARIANS 
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The three gentlemen pictured here During his grade school years, Peter 

have only one more year of seminary attended the  London Parental School in 
education until graduation in June,  1977. London. Ontario. His high school educa- 

First. going from left to  right. is Carl tion was at  H. B. Beal S m n d a r y  School, 
Schouls. age 34. He and his wife, along also in London. Peter then went to the 
with their two daughters, aged eight and University of Waterloo in Ontario for a 
five. are  presently attending the Free year before attending Calvin College in 
Reformed Church in Grand  Rapids. Grand Rapids, Michigan. for two years. In 
Michigan. 1974 he  began attending our seminary. 

Carl was born in Zierikzee. Nether- Peter was a member of the Free 
lands, and moved in 1954 to Chatham. Reformed Church in London. Ontario, 
Ontario. Canada. He lived there until 1957 from 1953 to 1972. and since then the Free 
when he and his family moved to Toronto, Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. 
Ontario. In 1972 he moved to Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Thirdly, is Kenneth Koole from Hope 

Carl went to grade school in both Protestant Reformed Church in Grand 
Zierikzee and Chatham. He had his high Rapids. He is 24 years old and has lived in 
school training in Toronto. Canada. Carl Grand Rapids his entire life. 
cont inued h i s  educat ion a t  Richmond Ken was baptized in Creston Protes- 
College in Canada for one year. and at tant Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. 
Calvin College in Grand Rapids where he He, his parents. four brothers and one 
is still taking courses to get his Bachelor s i s te r  w e r e  members  t h e r e  until  it 
of Arts  Dcgrec.  In 1974 he  began  disbanded in 1963. Then they joined Hope 
a t tend ing  our  Protestant  Reformed Church. 
Seminary. Ken attended Hope Protestant Re- 

Carl was a member of the sister formed Christian School in Grand Rapids 
denominat ion of t h e  F r e e  Reformed dur ing  h i s  g r a d e  school years .  H e  
Church in the Netherlands and ivas a continued his education at  Calvin Chris- 
member of the Free Reformed Church in tian High School in Grandville, Michigan, 
Chatham and Toronto. where h e  graduated in 1969. Ken studied 

at Calvin College in Grand Rapids for 
Next is Peter Vandemmyden. age 24. three years and at Hope College in 

Peter. his wife and their one-year-old Holland, Michigan, for one year before 
daughter are also members of the Free entering the Seminary in September of 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids Mich- 1973. 
igan. He presently is doing some practice- 

In 1952 Peter was born in Apeldoorn. preaching in the churches around the 
Netherlands. He lived in the Netherlands Grand Rapids area, going as  far as 
only o n e  y e a r  before moving t o  St.  Randolph, Wisconsin. 
Thomas. Ontario. Canada. From 1955 to Ken plans to be  married in June, 
1972 he lived in London. Ontario. In 1972 short ly  a f t e r  f inishing end-of-the-year 
he moved once again to Grand Rapids, exams, which h e  is beginning to prepare 
Michigan. -- for now. 

To a God-fearing wife it is important that God's Word not be  blasphemed, 
especially that it not b e  blasphemed on account of her. This is what the  text holds before 
the Christian wife as he  purpose for heeding her calling. She must love her husband. 
love her children. work a t  honie, and be  submissive, "so that the word of God be not 
blasphemed." 

Page 55 of Maniage - Rev D. Engelsma 

BEACON LIGHTS113 



TUD 

N O W  IS CHRIST RISEN 
I Cor. 15: 19-20 

"If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable. But now is Christ risen lrom the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept. " 

We are the Church of Christ. The 
Church has ever confessed that Jesus 
arose. The meaning of Ea rer is that 
Christ bodily arose and ascended into 
heaven and is set at the righr hand of God 
in glory. The angels declared it: "He is 
not here for he is risen." The bodily 
resurrection of Christ is the occasion for 
our joy on Easter morning. Nothing less 
than this truth of the bodily resurrection 
e q u a t e s  with t h e  angel ic  invi tat ion,  
"Come see the place where the Lord lay." 
The Church of Christ. along with Peter 
and John, each Easter morning runs to the 
place where our Lord was laid and beholds 
and believes. 

Our God is not the God of the dead. 
but of the living. He ib the God of 
Abraham. Isaac and Jacob ... and of the 
man Jesus. who lives forevermore. 

Of what benefit or profit is i r  to us 

that Christ arose froni the dead? Consider 
Lhis situatiol~: one man is wealthy and is 
able to satisf? his every need and desire. 
How does this wealth profit another? Just  
because one man enjoys abundance does 
not necessar i ly  imply that h i s  poor 
neighbor's financial position will improve. 
Is it, therefore. conceivable that Christ's 
resurrection and exaltation would be of no 
last ing significance for us? Some in 
Corinth would have answered in the 
affirmative. 

The believer answers this question by 
saying that because Christ arose, we may 
bc and are assured that we shall also be  
raised from the dead to live with God in 
glory. Jesus'  resurrection is the cause of 
which our resurrection is the effect. Jesus 
IS our legal and organic head. We have a 
right to be raised from the dead unto 
eternal life, for Jesus paid for all our sin 
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and guilt. Even as  Jesus, the  Head of the 
Church, is bodily in heaven, so shall we 
be, who a re  the members of His body. For 
if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him ... in order 
that where "I am, there ye may be also." 
We know that this is true1 This is a 
thrilling and comforting knowledge re- 
ceived through faith, the gift of God, 
given only to those for whom Jesus 
entered death and the grave. There is an 
inseparable relationship. an unbreakable 
bond, between Easter morning and the 
moment when the last trumpet shall sound 
marking the resurrection of the dead unto 
eternal life. Christ's resurrection is our 
resurrection! There is one resurrection, 
not several. Christ's resurrection and the 
believer's resurrection is one whole. 

* * * * 
This truth was denied at CorinthI In 

the church at Corinth some believed that 
the dead rise not. For Paul asked: "How 
say some among you that there is no 
resurrection of the dead?" Some taught 
that this earthly life is all that there is; 
there is no life hereafter. The dead do not 
rise again. Those that taught this idea 
excluded Jesus from this teaching. In 
Corinth it was believed by all that, indeed, 
Jesus was raised from the dead and is now 
set a t  the right hand of God in glory. 
Jesus was confessed as  the living Lord. 
whom the believers loved and for whom 
they lived. They believed that Christ 
arose, but they held the position that we 
shall not rise from the dead for there is no 
resurrection of the dead. Some in Corinth 
saw not t h e  inseparab le  relat ionship 
between Christ's rcsurrection and our 
resurrection. So, they taught that this life 
is all there is for us. Christ arose, but we 
will not. 

This position occasions Paul's pene- 
trating analysis of their hopc. "If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are  of 
all men most miserable." If in Christ we 
do not hope with respect to the life to 

come after death, we are of all men most 
miserable. True! Why then deny the flesh. 
endure trials and persecution, bear the 
reproach of Christ, and suffer loneliness, 
which is the experience of all them that 
enter in at  the strait gate and walk in this 
life along a narrow pathway? If it all ends 
in death anyway, what's the use? We are 
of all men most miserable. 

If you think the Corinthians were 
foolish, consider the unbelief taught and 
believed in the  "church" today. Millions 
of people made their annual visit to the 
local church this past Easter. People, who 
regularly fail to attend worship services 
throughout the year and who by this 
failure reveal their contempt for the Word, 
fetishly filled to capacity the churches of 
the land this past Easter morning. They 
came early, decked out in colorful dresses 
and orchid corsages ,  a s  they osten-  
taciously displayed their spring finery on 
Easter morning. What was the message 
they came to hear? Not the truth of the 
bodily resurrection of Christ a s  God's 
p ledge  of o u r  resurrect ion.  Today's 
modern pastor scoffs a t  the truth of the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus. Christ is not 
bodily risen from the dead. The tomb is 
not empty .  For  t h e  Modernis ts  t h e  
resurrection. and thus Easter. means that 
the ideals and goals of Jesus' life have 
risen again in the hearts of his disciples. 
His life, His ideals of love, honor, justice 
and morality have risen again in the 
hearts of Jesus '  followers. This is what 
was preached Easter morning by thou- 
sands of unbelieving preachers in our 
land. Thus, the  people were told that 
Jesus' ideals, loved and lived, make life 
worth living! Lf we hope in Jesus only in 
this life we are  not of all men most 
miserable as  Paul claimed, but we are 
happy and blessed. This was the fodder 
for thousands of people who refuse to eat 
the heavenly manna of truth in Christ. 

But, you ask, what of the empty 
tomb, the linen grave clothes, the angel's 
message. and the appearances of our 
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iord? Were not these evidences of the 
bodily resurrection of our Lord? These, 
[he Modernist tells us, are  all symbolic 
representations presented by the early 
church in its scriptures to convey their 
understanding of the resurrection. They 
are not actual events rooted in historical 
fact. These are not to  b e  taken as 
rvidences of a "bodily resurrection" of 
t h e  Christ.  Science has  shown the  
inlpossibility of the dead coming back to 
life. It is contrary to our experience. The 
dead rise not. Thus. Christ is not risen 
from the dead in any bodily or physical 
w n s e  of the word. But. the Modernist 
assures us that in a certain sense we can 
say Jesus lives nonetheless. Jesus lives, 
for the ideals of love. righteousness and 
justice for which He died have become the 
resurging and impelling power of the 
Christian community in the world. After 
all, very little of the real Jesus was laid in 
the tomb. The real Jesus is to be found in 
the love. kindness and righteousness of 
His disciples. Consequently, the hiodern- 
ists deny the ascension of Christ to God's 
right hand and, by implication. the truth 
of heaven and hell as iocal, everlasting 
piaces. This life lived for the man of 
Galilee is all there is. 

If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are  of all men most miserable. 

* I * * *  

But now is Christ risen from the 
dead! 

This is Paul's unshakeable founda- 
tion. T h e  appearances  of J e s u s  a r e  
evidences of the bodily resurrection of 
Christ. God bath declared that He hath 
raised His Son from the dead. Who would 
dare deny it and thus make God a liar? 
Modernists! But the Christian Church 
responds in faith to the angel's invitation 
to come see the place where the Lord lay. 
and seeing with the eye of faith, we 
believe. The Word preached and person- 
ally appropriated by faith every week is 
believed and confessed on Easter morn- 
:ze. Christ arose! Bodily from the dead is 

Christ Jesus now risen to live forever- 
more. He was delivered for our transgres- 
sions and He was raised again for our 
justification. The bodily resurrection of 
Christ is God's declaration that the elect. 
the rcpentant sinner, is justified. Our God 
has declared by the resurrection of Jesus 
our right to dwell eternally with Him. 
.Icsus' resurrection is a divine iYord 
wherein is declared the certainty of our 
own resurrection. 

Some truth! It is the unshakeable 
foundation of the Christian hope. 

The Man of Sorrow5 is raised to the 
highes: glory at God's right hand. Ail 
power in heaven and earth is given to 
Jesus. The Spirit of God was given to this 
man who destroyed the power of the 
Devil, sin and the grave. Christ arose 
bodily from the dead. He draws His own 
infallibly unto Himself. Our hope is in 
Jesus, both in this life and in the life to 
come. 

Our hope is not in Jesus only in this 
life. For His resurrection life is become 
our life eternal. We hope in Jesus because 
He lives and hath given us the Spirit of 
God. Our living Lord's life of love and 
obedience unto God is ours for He hath 
given us eternal life by His Spirit that 
dwelleth in us. H e  that loves his brother 
and obeys God's commandments is born 
of God. In regeneration this eternal life is 
given to the elect, who are dead in sin and 
sinners by nature. by the living Lord 
Jesus. who is the Christ over all. 

When Jesus was on earth He in 
perfect love and righteousness was obe- 
dient unto death, for He lived in the hope 
of the resurrection. (John 10:17; John 
17:s) Thus the Church of Christ lives the  
same life of obedience unto eternal life in 
the new heavens and new earth. 

Our life is not of all men most 
miserable, but is of all men most blessed 
and enviable. True, our life is filled with 
trials, persecutions and ridicule. We bear 
the reproach of Christ. We deny our- 
selves. The believer struggles against sin 
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and Satan in this life. We enter the 
strait gate and walk along a pathway too 
narrow for the flesh. This is all true, but 
our life is not of all men most miserable. 
For we rejoice to bc accounted worthy to 
suffer for Christ's name sake. We know 
that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared to the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. It doth not 
yet appear what we shall be; but we know 
that when He shall appear, we shall be 
like him! 

* * * * *  
Jesus is become the firstfriuts of 

them that slept. 
Firstfruits? Yes. Jesus is become the 

firstfruits of the dead. In saying "first- 
fruits." Paul uses a figurative expression 
borrowed from nature. In the natural 
sense of the word the firstfruits are the 
first handfuls of grain that were har- 
vested. The rest of the harvest was to 
follow. The firstfruits and the rest of the 
fruits were one harvest, one whole. And 
the firstfruits are the certainty that the 
whole is ripe for harvest. 

Christ is the firstfruits of the resur- 
rection "harvest." Note that Christ is 
become the firstfruits. There were persons 
who were raised from the dead before 
Jesus was, such as  Lazarus and the son of 
the widow of Nain. But these resurrections 
were not of the same nature as  Christ's 
resurrection. Lazarus returned to this 
earthly life only to experience death again. 
This was not so  with Christ. Christ arose 

unto heaven. The corruptible took on 
incorruption a n d  t h e  natural  became 
heavenly and spiritual. Jesus arose and 
went to  heaven a s  t h e  exal ted and 
glorified Christ. Lazarus returned to the 
earthly. sinful sphere of death. 

There was no resurrection like unto 
Jesus' resurrection ever before. Christ is 
become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
Jesus resurrection is the first of the bodily 
resurrections unto eternal life in glory. As 
certain as  it is that Jesus arose according 
ro God's own testimony, so certain it is 
that our niortal bodies shall be raised from 
h e  dead and we shall personally and 
bodily enter the heavenly and eternal. 
Christ's resurrection is the firstfruits of 
them that slept and the resurrection of 
those that die in the Lord ... the rest of the 
harvest. There is only one resurrection -- 
one whole! The living Jesus lives to 
translate us out of the earthy into the 
heavenly. 

"But if the Spirit of him that raised 
up Jesus froni the dead dwell in you, he 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies by his 
spirit that dwelleth in you. Rom. 8:ll." 
Believer, 

Christ's empty tomb is our empty 
tomb! 

Hope in Christ ... both in this life 
and in the life to come. 

Comfort one another with these 
words. 

NEWS F r o m .  For.  and  About Our Churches 
b y  Karla Kalsbeek 

FROM OUR SOUTHWEST CFIURCH: FROM OUR HULL CHURCH: 
The membership papers of Miss Lena Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Jansma rejoice in 

and Miss Marie Koppenol have been the birth of a son. Wally Henry, born 
received from our Southeast Church. March 18. 

Mr. Lloyd Osterink and Miss Crystal 
VanNoord were united in marriage on FROM OUR LOVELAND CHURCH: 
February 5. A roller skating party was held on 

March 21, sponsored  by t h e  Young 
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People's Society. 

FROM OUR EDGERTON CHURCH: 
The membership papers of Mrs. Nick 

Vleitstra have been sent to her home upon 
request. 

FROM OUR FAITH CHURCH: 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Jabaay were 

received a s  members  a n d  a l so  were 
blessed with the birth of a daughter, Julie 
Sue. 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Bruckbauer were 
blessed with the birth of a daughter born 
March 1. 

FROM OUR SOUTH HOLLAND 
CHURCH: 

'Mr. Kevin Poortinga made confession 
of faith on March 28. 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur VanBaren were 
blessed with the birth of a son, Arthur 
Dale. 

FROM OUR FIRST CHURCH: 
The music department of Covenant 

Christian High School presented a com- 

bined band and choir concert on  march 
28. 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Rutgers Jr. were 
blessed with the  birth of a daughter. Mary 
Beth, on March 12. 

Mr.  Wilbur  Postma and  Nona 
Miersma were united in marriage on 
March 24. 

FROM OUR DOON CHURCH: 
On March 4 there was a chapel 

service for D w n  School. Rev. M. Hoek- 
sema spoke for them. 

An Anniversary Singspiration was 
held March 21 at Doon Church, with Hull 
and Edgerton invited to join. 

The young people had their spring 
banquet on April 6 in Doon Church. 

FROM OUR HOPE CHURCH: 
T h e  J r .  Young People's Society 

sponsored a baked goods sale March 27. 
Hope Choral Society presented their 

Easter program on April 18. 
The Annual Young People's Banquet 

was held April 23 at Adrian's Ramona 
Terrace. 

CONVENTION-NOTE 
ATTENTION YOUNG PEOPLE!!! 
Can you imagine competition so vigorous that it would make the Marine 
physical training program seem like a Saturday afternoon stroll? Can 
you imagine a conlpetitive sport so exasperating that an Iowa famer 
would rather chase pigs than compete; or a California highway engineer 
gladly construct miles of road in the desert; or a Colorado pipeliner 
joyously dig ditches through miles of rock; or a Washington fruit picker 
exuberently return to the orchards? 

Raise up your stalwart young men, prepare your agile young women for 
unparalleled athletic feats! Have 'em jog up high mountains, have 'em 
swim across wide seas, for the things which are a-comin' can not be 
done with ease! 

The Publicity Committee 
Sandy Vander Woude, Chairman 
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