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O u r  A i m  

EE-ICON LIGHTS H.AS BEEN DESIGNATED AS A YOUNG 

PEOPLE'S BI.AG.4ZINE. WE ARE; INTERESTED I S  PROJIOT- 

I S G  USITY XJIONG PHOTESTAST HEFORJIED YOUSG 

PEOPLE .AND TO ACT AS A RII.:DIUM THROUGH WHICH 

THEY C-AX. VOICE THEIR OPINIONS AND IDE.4S. L-4TELY 

RE-ICON LIGHTS H.lS .ALSO SERVED -4s -4 COSXECTIXG 

1,ISX EETWLEN T h E  CHUIlCIi ON T H E  HOJIE FROST .IKD 

SCATTERED POINTS OVEI: TIIP: GL0I;E. WE AIZE AYXIOUS 

TO COSTISUE IN THAT CAPACITY A S D  TO BECOBIE -4 

VITAL FACTOR I S  OUR CHURCH LIFE. .%SY SUGGKSTIONS, 

IDEAS OR CRITICIS31 IS ALWAYS AI'PRECIATED. 
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P R I O R I T I E S  
Gy Rez.. S. Ca)~zntenya - Orctnye City,  Iowa 

Priority-again and again \Ye, 
who live in the world of today 
hear this term expressed, or see it 
appearing on the printed page. 

The present priorities which the 
government has laid on countlc:.; 
articles limits me on every hand. 
They even make i t  difficult for me 
to pyocure lumber to use for a 
temporary platform when :t pro- 
gram is to be rende~.ed in my 
church. 

Priority-just what does the 
term mean? Turning to my dic- 
t i o n a ~ y  I am informed that  a pri- 
ority is the state of being first in 
rank, first in time 01. place. I t  
is the first claim anyone may have 
upon something. 

My government lays the firs: 
claim upon most of the producz 
of this rich nation for the purpose 
of setting forth the war effort: 
or, to put it in terms of an ever,- 
day expression: "to win the iva!.." 
My government has the right t.3 
do this for she has the  authorir.;. 
When she therefore considers i;e:. 
r.eeds for different matc!.ials great- 

er  than mine, she places a priority 
rating upon the same. 

Speaking of priorities, 1 1~011- 

cier, do we ever realize the tre- 
mendous significance of the great. 
spiritual priority, or  first claim, 
which God has placed upon His 
children? Suppose we think on 
that  fact for a few momenmt.s4. 

The first question which im- 
mediately comes up in my mind 
is:  How do I know that God lays 
first claim upon all 1 possess and 
all which I undertake ro do? If 
I ivould learn the priority ratings 
of my government, I ~vould natur- 
ally go to the authorities a t  Wash- 
ington, D.C. The same is true if 
I tvould learn of the claims n-hich 
God makes upon me. I must have 
a n  authentic word from Him. I 
must learn from H,im what I-Ie de- 
mands of me. He places within me 
.the knowledge of His den~ands 
through His Spirit by means of 
His o ~ v n  Word concerning Him- 
self, in 1-espect to me. I must be 
careful to investigate only thnt 
\Vord, since no other source will dn. 
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Now what does that  Woi~ l  tell 
m e  concerning God and His de- 
nlands in respect to me? I t  tells* 
me that God's demand is that I, as 
.His creature, devote and dedicate 
all my time and all my talents to 
His service exclusively. I musi 
understand clearly He must receive 
first  place in my life, for again 
and again His Word comes to 1116 

with the injunction: Me first. 
Why must God be first,  and why 

nlust I spend all my strength and 
talents in His service? He is God. 
He  is dependent upon nor sub- 
ject to  anyone. Beside Him there 
is found no one who is wocthy to 
~~ece ive  glory and honoi*, for I-Ie 
is the pei-fectly holy and righteous 
One. There is no one that  can 
compare to Him in heaven or upon 
the earth. He is  the source of all 
things and in FIini I\-e live and 
move and have our being. 

NOJV this Lorcl has c~~eated all 
things with a very definite p111.- 
pose, namely : to g l o r i f y  Hi~rzsclf .  
Even as  our government is putting 
forth all i ts  effort to beconle vic- 
torious in this war, so also Got1 
has created all things to serve the 
gloq- of His thrice holy name. And 
as  f a r  a s  God is concernecl there 
will be no question of i t  whether 
o r  not He will realize His purpose 
v i t h  all things, for He is God. 

This fact therefore; that Cod 
lays first claim to all 1 possess 
and all I do, limits me on every 

hancl. I t '  mean; that  I may not. 
even for one single moment, serve 
myself. I may not serve man, but 
God, and God only. 

This demand of God coming to 
me ; reveals to me that I by nature 
have not the slightest desire to 
live unto Him, and dedicate my all 
to His service. I seek ntyse l j  and 
give ?nyself a priority rating of 
the very highest possible degree. 

By the grace of God, ho~t-ever: 
things take a tremendous change in 
niy life and in the lives of other 
of God's children. By that  mightj- 
grace of God we principally desire 
to confornl to the priority of God's 
claim, not because we are  afraid 
of the consequences involved if we 
do not live solely unto IIinl, but 
because the light of God has been 
shed abroad in our hearts, which 
makes us hencefo~.th sincel-el!? will- 
ing to live unto Hin~.  

Notice. 1 stated t6at we pr-inci- 
p(tlly desire to confoi-~n to the pri- 
oi-ity of God's claim. We are often 
inclined to bend a\lray from the 
way of God's good commandments 
in ~.espcct to us. Oh, if we only 
place ourselves before the definite . 
cluestion: How often do I place 
first things firzt in my life?, we 
111usi arrive a t  the conclusion that 
~ v c  fall f a r  short of our calling. 
\\Thy do we go about our daily toils . 
filled with zeal and enthusiasnl 
perhaps? Is it because we are 
filled with zeal for God to do 
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things ~vith all our might? When 
we do different things, just zohy 
do we do them? For  God's sake. 
Perhaps we can find a hundred 
other more important things to 
do, than do \ ~ - l ~ a t  God demands. 
This is often true when we must 
prepare for a, recitation in the 
catechism classroom ; when me 
must contribute to a worthy cause, 
or the like. \Ye oul-selves know 
in w-hich ways we fall short. 

NOTIT what shall we do abou; i t ?  
Shall n e  bemoan this sad condi- 
tion, ancl make up our ~nincls thinzs 
s r e  ollce this way, and perhaps 
cannot be cl~nnged'! You. deal. 
reader, know as well as I do, that  
there are people, also in the realm 
of the church who always are  a t -  
tempting to break down, but you 
will never firid &em spending 
their efforts in building up. They 

always regret that  certain condi- 
tions exist, but they will never 
make the slightest move to correct 
those faulty conditions. 

Let us, also as Protestant Re- 
formed young people, not let this 
be said of us that n-e are  all\-ays 
negative and never positive: break- 
ing down, bui never building up. 
On the contrary. let us t ry  to over- 
come the inclination to not place 
first  things first ,  and let us pray- 
erfully resolve henceforth to t ry  to 
realize our responsibilities to God. 
1 et us be instructed in His Word, 
lea:.ning to  know His claims in re- 
spect to us. Then. I'm sure, lye 
will live more and more in har- 
nlony with oul- solemn calling to 
place God f i rs t  in all that we do, 
and .thus show forth the praises or" 
Him who called us from clarlnless 
into His light. 

A Message 
To Our Y o u ~ ~ g  People! 

There are at least 500 Protestant Reformed 
families who do not receive Beacon Lights. 

Whut are YOU doi?zg uborit it? 

Beacon Lights was started I$-ith an Open 
Forum Department. Thus f a r  only one con- 
tribution has been received. How's abovt 
writing a letter to the Open Forum Depart- 
ment? 



To us the dates 1924-1944 sug- 
gest two decades of the existence 
cf our Protestant Ref. Churches. 

True. the temporary organiza- 
tion into what was called ~thc 
Protesting Christian Ref. Church- 
es did not take place until January 
27, 1925. and the final organiza- 
tion under the present name dirl 
not take place until November, 
1926. Yet 1924 lives in o i ~ r  mem- 
ories as the memorable year of o ~ ; .  
birth. This \\?as the year in whicll 
the Synod of the Christian Ref. 
Churches, meeting in July, adopted 
the Three Points which became the 
occasion for the sepalation. A ~ t d  
on December 12, of this same year 
the consistory of the Eastern Ave. 
Church was deposed from office, 
and its pastor, the Rev. H. Hoek- 
sema \\-as suspended, marking the 
beginning of our separate existence 
a s  Protestant Reformed Churches. 

Twenty years have elapsed. We 
now number twenty three church- 
es, served by the same number of 
o~.clained ministers. All but two 
of these ministers \rere prepai-erl 

by our own Theological School. 
The two who a re  the ex-.eption 
have served during all these years 
as professors in our school. One 
minister, the late Rev. \\I. Vela- 
hi], was talcell away by death al- 
most a year ago. Ttvelvc of the 
twenty three churches belong to 
Classis East, which represents tile 
ch~irches of Michigan, Illinois and 
IVisconsin. \Vhyile eleven chu~.ches 
resi+:Ie under Classis \\rest, con- 
sisting of the churches of lo\va. 
Ninnesota, hlontann and Califor- 
nia. 

Twenty years. During that time 
many of the charter members of 
our Churches, \rho helped to or- 
ganize our congregations in their 
stand for  the truth. have passed 
on into eternity. And practically 
a new generation has arisen, 
which can cherish the fact thar 
it \$-as reared in the truth of God's 
sovereign grace. Many of them 
are now members of oul. young 
people's societies and readc1.s of 
Beacon Lights. 

\tTe do well to make this a yea]. 
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of commemoration. Those who too:< 
an active part in the history-mak- 
ing events of those f irst  gears, as  
well as those \\rho were young peo- 
ple a t  that time n ~ a y  \\ell refresh 
their memories on the events 2s 
they were enacted. Those who 
have made acquaintance with this 
history since that  time ]nay well 
become better acquainted with it. 

This is a good time for  o u ~ .  so- 
cieties to nllake a stucly of the er- 
].or of the Thi-ee Points ancl the 
1:ositive stand of our Churches 
against it. \Ire nlay have done this 
before, yet a thorough revie\\' will 
serve to strengthen our konvictions 

and help us realize more fully why 
we a re  Protestant Reformed. Somz 
of our societies a re  already doing- 
this: their esan~ple  is worth fol- 
lowing. 

I t  is our task to build on the  
foundation laid by our fathers an2 
tci carry on where they leave off. 
Our duty to be faithful to t l ~ e  
charge entrusted to us as we face 
the future. 

That  also is an  important part  
of oul. \t-ork of holding the home 
front. Even the home front kno\vs 
of no time for   elas as at ion, tolerates 
no retreat. 

& 

Jesus the Christ 
.Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

tlie living God. 
011 the basis of this confession 

Peter was declared blessed by his 
Lord. For flesh and blood could 
liot possibly have revealed this un- 
to him, but only his Father \\'11o 
is in heaven. 

Some years before this old Sim- 
eon gave up his vigil in the house 
of God, to die in peace. for ivhen 
they brought the  babe Jes t s  into 
tlie temple his age-bedimmed, yet 
Spirit-e~ilightei~ed eyes beheld the 
Lo]-d's Christ. Sirneon ~~epreseni-  
eci the  hop^ of a11 the believers 

of the old dispensation. for they 
all had longed t o  see His clay. ac- 
cording to the promise of His corn- 
ing. 

And ever after  the \Vord of God 
has rung t rue  in the hearts of the  
believers: Believe in the Lortl 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt 1)e 
saved. For  salvatioll is in Christ, 
and faith is the liviqg bond \\.here- 
by we a re  united to Christ ancl re- 
ceive all His benefits from I-Iim- 
"By grace a r e  ye saved througli 
faith, and that  (faith) is not of 
you, it is a gift of God." Eph. 2:s -  
Therefore "\vhosoever be1 ieves Lh:l t 
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Jesus is the Christ is born of God." vant of God par excellence, the 
I John 5: l .  And "who is a liar one and only Servant Who is quali- 
but he that denies that  Jesus is fied and Who also finishes all the 
.the Christ? He is antichrist, that  work that is to be done in God's 
denies the Father and the Son." I Temple. I ie is the Anointed One, 
John 2:22. ordained of God and qualified hy 

Blessed a re  they that make this the Holy Spirit to be God's eternal 
good confession. \\%ether in the Prophet, and a t  the same time 
assembly of the believers or  in the God's eternal High priest, and like- 
lnid& of the x~orld, \vhether a t  wise God's eternal King, God's S ~ S -  
home or  in the armed forces, on vant, the Lo1.d'~ Christ. 
land. or sea, or  in the air ,  they His work is to glorify the Father 
know and experience this blessed- through the salvation of His 
ness. Church, since God, has willed to 

Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. realize the highest glory of His 
Jesus is His personal name, as Name by taking unto Himself 

He  n-as named by the angel before a people which He has chosen 
His bil-th, and as  He i\7as known from eternity. Christ gathers that  
and of by friends and Church. 1-Iie Came into Our flesh 
acquaintances while I-Ie walker1 to reveal unto us the Father, to 
among us. Even ulat  name has lay down I-Iis life for I-Iis sheep, 

the disti~lction that i t  fully de- and to grind the head of the Ser- 
scribes Him as  He actually is in pent under His heel. IIe broke 
all His life, His calling, His \valk the polver of sin and death, and 
and His \I-ork. He is always and opened the JyaY into &lol'y. He 
forever Jesus, "Jehovah-salvation," suffered and died, is risen, and is 
in IVhom Jehovah appears to us yeceived up into heaven. 
a s  the God of our salvation. Jesus God has exalted Him a t  IIis oi1~11 
is the name that  refers to His per- right hand a s  Lord of heaven and 
son, but Christ is His title, which earth. 
refers to  IIis office. He is Jesus, The Lord I,nto His Ch,.ist 
t h e  Christ. For He has a work to said, 
perform. Not by a personal choice. Sit Th,,,L (It DII Tioh 
nor by the appointment of man, 
but by the eternal calling 01 God 

Until I ntakt Thy enentit~s 

t o  be Sellrant in God's I-Iouse to 
S~ibndt to Thy  co~nmand. 

do the work which God appoints Christ in heaven is still our Pro- 
,H-im to do. His official title, the phet Who witnesses to us of the 
Christ, sets Nim apart  as the Ser- Father through His Word axid 



B E A C O N  L I G H T S  

Spirit. He is still our ITigh priest, 
presenting our prayers and inter- 
ceding for us before the fare of the 
Father. He is still our King. Who 
prepares a place for us in glory 
even ~ ~ h i l e  He is busy preparing 
us  for that  place. So po~verfully 
He rules. over all things in heaven 
ancl on earth, that  even while na- 
tions rage and peoples imagine 
vain things, me can triumphantly 
say: 

Thou  shalt  szibdue t h e  kil tgs of 
earth  

T i th  God a t  T h y  right lucd: 
TIw nat ions  Thou  shalt  nilc in 

might  
And judgle in ev 'ry  lrcnd. 

T h e  C I ~ ~ i s t ,  refre.sker1 by  l iving 
s t  )'c((.?IzB, 

ShaU ~ e e i f l c e ~  ftlint nor  fall, 
Axd He shrill bc t h e  g1orio.t~ Head. 

E s d t e d  orer  all. 

I believe that Jesus is the Christ. 
the Son of the living Gocl. 

Believing this we share Iris unc- 
tion as  a prophetic, 1-oyal priest- 
hood. He calls us to the office of 
all believers. Not as if Ire needs 
oulS assistance in filling I lis office. 
Nor do ~ ! e  add to the iiro1.1~ urhicll 
He is called to do. But Cliricst ful- 
fills His calling in and thl.ough 
His Church. He privileges us, a s  
His brethren, to share lIis calling 
with Him. IIe makes us f i t  by 
His Spirit to be prophets of God 
in order to tell His praises. Hc 

causes us to be priests who conse- 
crate oursel\r~s in lore to Gorl in 
all that  we do. .And He makes u; 
kings even in the midst of the 
ror ld ,  *so that we are  more than 
conquerors through Him \\'ho lor- 
ed us. 

Blessed alee they who in thought 
and II*OI.~ and deed confess Jesus 
to be the Christ, wherever they 
a1.e. Blessed are  they. for flesh 
and blood has not revealed i t  unto 
them. but thei~.  Father in heaven. 
Thrice blessed they are, for they 
esperience that blessedness in this 
life in a peace that passes all un- 
derstanding. and they shall live 
n-ith Him bTho lives and reigns 
forevo~. and ever. Faith is the vic- 
dory, which overcometh the ~vorld. 



Current Events 
By Rev. J. A. Heys  

Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Another Sig)z 

Once again the coming judgment 
of this ~vorld is plainly declarecl by 
the work of the hands of the Al- 
mighty God. Argentina sufferer1 
a major disaster last week n- he^ 
a violent earthquake leveled San 
J u a n  a city of 30,000 inhabitants, 
killing up\\-ards of 1,000, injuring 
10,000 with 15.000 to 20,000 mis- 
sing. 

I t  is safe to bay that a fen- clays 
nf:er our netvspapers cease bring- 
ing us new information concern- 
ing this disanter it will be conl- 
pletely vanished from our thoughts. 
Indeed, our minds are  very liniit- 
ed and we cannot carry with us  all 
t h e  things of which we have heard 
or read, and it is not cessary e i t h c ~  
ihat  we carry along xi111 as ill our  
minc!s the fact anrl +ne cIetzi1.s or 
this earthquake. \\'hat we should 
t a r r y  \\-it11 us in our 'thoughts, hoiv- 
ever, is that which this eal%hqualiu 
signifies. This recent event signi- 
fies that the end of all things is 
at hand, and that  judgment upon 
,?his I\-orld cometh with rapid strid- 
es. 

This earthquake speaks of judg- 

ment to the child of God. I t  re- 
minds him of the judgment meted 
out to wicked Korah, Dathan and 
Abiraln w7ho were swallowed up 
by an earthquake. I t  reminds 
him of the earthquake a t  the death 
of Christ and again a t  IIis resur- 
rection wherein God declared His 
judgment after  marl had given his 
sentence concerning His Son. I t  
itminds him of God's Word that 
He will once more shake the hear- 
ens and the earth. I t  speaks to 
him of that coming judgment. That 
fact should constantly be before 
om. minds. \Ve ought to live in 
the consciousness of its coming, 
not in fear and dread, but in hope 
and expectancy that our complete 
deliverance according to body and 
soul is a t  hand. This recent earth- 
1*11.ake speaks of the wrath of God. 
Lilt for IIis child i t  is likewise 
anothel. sign that deliverance i: 
ccinling. \Yhen Christ conles again 
to judge the quick and the dead. 
this earth with all the workers of 
iniquity shall be destroyed, and we 
shall receive a new earth in which 
~.ighteousness shall dwell and where 
no evidence of the curse shall be 
found. Of ,this San Juan's earth- 
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quake is a.rwther sign. Do you see 
i t ?  Do you appreciate i t?  

An Expected Sign 

Above we considered another 
sign of the coming of Christ. Com- 
ing on the heels of this sign, an  
incident occured on the other side 
of the world which is not direotly 
a sign of Christ's coming, but 
which nevertheless was expected 
by the child of God because he 
believes that the Day of Christ will 
come. 

Unofficially in one of its leading 
papers Mosco\v accusecl Britain of 
seeking a sej~arate peace with Ger- 
many. \Yhethe~. Britain is guilty 
or whether Russia ~~11'posely does 
this unofIicially stating that it is 
only a rumor, to wal-n Britain to  
keep her ha~lcls off the Polish ques- 
tion, thgt fact as such is an  ex- 
peoted sign. This particular fact 
was not expected by the child of 
God, but he does expect signs which 
indicate that men will speak of 
peace when there is no peace an3 
that all the talk of the world of 
a lasting peace is nothing more 
than talk. 

The unbeliever expects this cor- 
rupt world to be able to end all 
a s .  He expects the Utopia of 
\vhich the wo~~ldly philosophers and 

I 

poets sing. The child of God who 
i looks for Christ's kingdom because 

he believes God's Word, under- 

stands ithat there cannot be peace 
on this corrupt earth unt.il that 
day when Christ comes ancl brings 
peace by destroying the wicked 
and filling our hearts with love. 
He  understands that  &he heart and 
mind must be changed before last- 
ing peace is achieved. He sees 
plainly that  a peace enforced(?) 
by the  sword even when that  sword 
is held jointly by all the larger na- 
tions will result in another flare 
up of \r-arfare. Alt Tehran such a 
peace and such a post-~var world 
was planned. This recent unofficial 
accusation by Russia is a sign that  
war  shall come again after this 
T a r  is ended. Britain does not 
trust Russia. Russia does not trust 
Britain. Washington, Lonclon and 
Moscow all think differently on thc 
Polish question. Where is the polit- 
ical victory of Tehran? 

He n-110 believes God's Word 
knoir-s that  hatred, greed, clistrust 
and war  will come again in the 
future afiter this war is over. Does 
Jesus not tell us there shall be 
wars and rumors of wars? Does 
God's \lrord not tell us that Gog 
and Magog shall rise up in the 
last days and wage war? Ile who 
believes this Word of God is not 
surprised when he reads of this 
rift between Russia and Britain. 
For  him it  is a sign which he ex- 
pected. And many more such 
signs 1%-e may expect in the future. 



B E A C O N  L I G H T S  

By Rev. H. De Wolf - Manhattan, Nontana. 

Everyone has what we call a 
sense of responsibility. 

Hen-ever, life teaches repeatedly 
that  e\-erj-me does not have the 
same sense of responsibili~ty. With 
some this sense is very keen, with 
others i t  is dull. And then again, 
some have z very acute sense of 
responsibility in respect to some 
things and are  very broad-minded 
in respect to others. 

Take the case of John for ex- 
ample. 

John was a young man, I should 
judge some\vhere bet\veea ni11e;een 
and twenty years of age. IIe was 
just an ordinary fellow, like a!- 
most any chi-istian young ~ u a n .  I-Te 
had been reared in a christian 
family in which he was the fourth 
of f i r e  children. From all indim- 
t ionj father and mother vfere both 
sincere christians a 11 d faithf'ul 
members of )their church. They had 
themselves been brought up in 
christian homes a n d therefore 
were truly desirous that their chil- 
dren might gro\rT up in the fez11 
of the Lord. And, since they urei*e 
conscious of t h e responsibility 
which the Lord had laid upon khem 

with a view to their children, they 
had done everything that every 
normal christian parent will do to 
see that  his children are  ins t razt~d 
in the  things that  pertain to God. 
Not only had they thenlselves in- 
structed their chiltli*en in the home 
ljllt they had also sent them to the 
christian school. They had seen 
to i t  that the children were faith- 
ful in their attendance of churc!l 
and catechism classes; they had 
insisted that  there be time to learr: 
their lessons properly and \\-ere 
careful to know whether theil. chil- 
dren \\-ere prepared for their clas- 
ses. They had moreover also cn- 
deavo~.ed to teach them x h a t  was 
lqight in a practical way and had 
warned them, upon every aDpor- 
tunity that presented itself. ayair~st, 
every evil practice. And, like all 
christian parents. they had not 
spal-ed the  rod in correcting their 
children when they had done the 
wrong. 

So you see, John had grown up 
like alrnosl; any other christian i 
young nun.  And now there was 
every reason to believe that  he 
~vould continue in that  way. IIe 
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was not indifferent to the things fellow ought to have a better sensz 
he had learned: on the contrary. of responsibility." 
his interest in spiritual things was Entirely correct. We a g r e e 
progressive. Although his know- wholeheartedly n-ith John. 
ledge it-as to a great extent simply But not end of the 
doctrinal. he could nevertheless rtory. For the nest time \r.e see 
speak with assuyance of the fact John, n e  find him at a 
that he had a part  in salvation celltain place. Help is scarce and 
,through Jesus Christ. John knows it. So he is being paid 

Well, John had been to catechism a very good wage, maybe too good; 
class and came home in a rather and John will admit it. The boss 
bad mood. I t  seems as  though the has every right ,to esyect that John 
minister had given the class a \vill do his very best. And n-e ex- 
written test the week before and, rcct tllat. ~ u t  now we are dis- 
having corrected the Papers. had a1;pointed. Oh yes, generally spealc- 
returned them that  evening. NOlf- ing John does a fairly good job. 
John's grade was not the highest E,: his best? No! He gets a\vay 
in the class but that  didn't bother n-ith a little something here and 
him. He felt that  he had done his some other litkle thing there. I t  
best. is evident that  John is not thinlc- 

"But", so he said to his parenlts, ing about his work: he's thinking 
"I despise a cheater! Cheating is about Saturday night when he gets 
just as bad as stealing and every- his check. And when that night 
body despises, a thief." The story comes he isn',t a bit backward 
behind this all was very simple. about taking the money. 
One of the fellows had received 3 yes. ,ve are disappointed. 
perfect grade and he didn't deserve thought that John had such a good 
it. John had seen the week before of responsibility. But it 
that this individual had copied the seenls as though John real- 
answers from his book which he i,e that our responsibility in  all 
had very neatly concealed in some things is not first or simply to 
way. And that wasn't all, this ,an but to the Lord our God. Fol. 
fellow nerer knew his lessons. IIe it is still true: ,,And 
alrvnys had llis book Out  so he ye do, do it hea*ily, a s  to the Lord, 
could glance a t  the answer. Sure- and not urlto men.,, 

1 ly, dohn knew that this fellow was 
the loser. ~ ~ t ,  e,ev "Cheating is just as ba4 as steal- 

that, he didn't like the \\-hole idea. ing~" said. 
"It's crooked, that's all! And this Well?!! 

- 18 - 
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Oakla wn is 18 Years of Progress 
By Mr. J. Rlrito- - Oak Lrct~*n, Illinois 

It \\-as in ?he spring of 1927 that  if we ivere to  hear and main- 
when two elders of the Christian tain the sound doctrine in our ox-n 
Reformed Church of Oakla\vn took midst we had to separate ourselves 
upon themselves to asli (the Rev. from the Christian Ref. Church 
H. Hoeksema to give a lecture in and 01-ga~lize n congregation of our 
the local public scllool, in order own. 
that  they might become better ac. I t  \\?as not a large group that  
c~uainted with the issue of Conl- finally agreed to organization. In 
mon Grace which had created such fact. five families ancl two uc- 
a srir within the Churches. Re... ~narriecl young men came togethnr 
1-Ioeksema complied with the 1.e- on the  evening of July 7, 1927, 
quest. and quite a large auc1ieil~:e with the Rev. Hoeksema in  their 
turned out to hear him. Althougn midst, who spoke to  then1 on John 
all n-ere not ready to agree with 7:39 in connection wit11 Acts 2 :-I. 
the speaker, many (lid go honle and aftel.wards assisted us in the 
with the conviction ,that they had oi.ganization. Now i t  was possible 
been edified by a souiltl exposition for us to again hear ,the sound 
of the truth of the \trord of God. preaching of the \\'oircl from Sah- 

The immediate result, hon.eve~*, bath to Sabbath. For a number 
was that  the two elders were d6:- of years our various students and 
posed from office by their consis- ministelSs supplied our pulpit, until 
to ry  upon the advice of a neigh- the year 1935 when the  Rev. C. 
boring consistory which had bee:i Halllio sent us the glad tidings ia 
called in. Yet for  some this did answer to our call, "I rvill come 
not settle the question whether the over and help you." I11 January 
Church ivas right in adop5ng the of that year Rev. Hanko arrived 
Three Points in the Synod of 1924. in our midst and has labored 
Again Rey. Hoeksenla spoke in among us for nine years. 
O a k l a ~ ~ n .  as ~vell a s  in South Hol- So for a period of eight year4 
laml, Roseland and Engle\~vood, we had struggled along \vithou! 
whereby it became increasingly s s11ephel.d to minister to our vari- 
evident to  us that the Church had ous needs. Yet from the very be- - 
erred in deposing from office the ginning ir-e were privileged with 
Reverends Hoeksema, Ophoff and having our own place of worship. 
Danhof. \Ve became convinced Although ive were not strong fi- 

- 14 - 
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I,ancial!y. we were able to purchas? 
a church building which for som? 
time had been used as  a Comn~un- 
iiy Hall - for local entei%ainments. 
After undergoing sonle necessary 
c;eaning ancl repairing, the build- 
!ng proved quite f i t  for our pur- 
Doze. Dur6ing these first years n-2 
\\-ere clue for ma;ly c1isappr~in;- 
11:ents. siiice n e a1.e still all i ~ x -  
perfect people who carried our sin- 
ful nature $\-it11 us n7hen we left 
our formel. church, and lthat sin- 
f u l  natui-e also becanze eviclent a t  
times, causing many sac1 moments 
in 0111' lives. But the Loii:l deemed 
also this for our good ant1 has kept 
113 in esis:ence as  n congregatin!: 
through a!l our struggles. Although 
we lost some members, lthe L o ~ d  
also added to oui. numbel-, and aft- 
e r  eight years we werc able to say: 
"Hithel.to hath the L o ~ d  llelper! 
us.'' Rev. Hanlio's labors have also 
been appreciated in our mildst and 
lthe congregation had g~ .o~vn  from 
slightly more than five lamilies at 
the time of organization to 17 
fanlilies by the spring of 19.13. 

This past year \\-as an especially 
happy one for  us as congregation 
from the aspect that  now for thc 
first time we have our ow11 pal.- 
sonage for o u r  minister. For eight 
>-ears he was forced to move fronl 
place to place,  until suddenly 11-e 
faced the problem of having a min- 

the time had come tha t  \ye should 
buy a parsonage of our own a n d  
found that  we could obtain a very 
suitable house not f a r  from ti12 
Church. Through the united ef- 
forts of the ~vhole congregation, 
slid the splendid collections we re- 
ceived from our Churches, we were 
able {to purchase khis proper.ty, f o r  
which we are  thankful to the Lord 
\T'ho has nmde this possible. 

The year 1943 also has its sad 
inoments from the point of view 
that we lost a fen- of our folsmei- 
members. The oldest member of 
the congregation 11-as taken away 
by death. one fninily mover1 to sull- 
ny California. and tn-o families re- 
turned to the Christian Reforn~ed 
Church. Yet n7e a re  happy to re- 
poi% that we have gron-n in unity 
of faith and lore during this past 
1-ea~. IVe haye become more fi1.m- 
12' knit ,together as one in the Lord, 
anid that, after  all. is of first im- 
portance. T1.usting in lIim also 
for the future we can rest a ss~~rec l  
that all eai-thly things may falF 
away, yet we shall be viotorious 
in Him. May God give u s  more4 
zeal for  His cause a t  all times, s ~ .  

that we shall not I= founcl a s  hav- 
ing lost our f irst  love, but m a y  
grow in grace and live as inembers 
of the body of Jesus Christ. .To, 

istel- without being able to  supply God be all the honor and glory 
him with a home. !Ire decided that forever. 
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Inhabitants of the Sea 
By Mr. C. De Boeln - li;alnllmzoo, Mich. 

"And God said, Let the waters 
bring forth abundantly the mov- 
ing creature that  hath life. . . . 
And God created great whales 
and every living creature that 
moveth. \lrhich the n. a t e r s 
brought fo1.t.h abundantly, after 
their kind. . .and God saw that 
i t  was good. 

And Cod blessed them, say- 
ing, Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the waters in the seas." - 

To and f ro  with gracefulness 
and ease s ~ v i m  the fish, remark- 
ably adapted to its envi~~onn~ent .  
\Ire marcel at its perfect freedom 
in the lake or stream as  it flits 
up  and do\vn with such rapidity 
and skill. What a tlSansformation 
there is when we take this crea- 
ture from its  nonnal surroundings! 
How helpless and lifeless i t  soon 
beconles a s  it flounders pitifully 
on dry land, for was i t  not created 
to be in ~ v a t e r ?  

IVe ask ourselves the cluestio~~, 
"IVhy does its freedom depend on 

to breathe a i r  directly; not so wit11 
fi,sh, for they must obtain their 
a i r  f ~ ~ o m  the water by means of 
gills. These comb' or  rake-like 
structures have many small finger- 
like tines called filaments which 
are  richly supplied with tiny blood 
vessels giving off the waste carbon 
dioxide into the water and remov- 
ing the fresh oxygen from it. Aft- 
er  the water enters the mouth, it 
flotvs over the gills ancl out of 
the operculum (external opening 
on lower side of the head). It is 
this constant flow of water that 
separates these tiny filaments; 
thus, the maximum surface is ex- 
posed which enables the constant 
exchange of oxygen and carbon di- 
cxidc - essential to life. As soon 
as a fish is removed from ~vatei., 
these filaments adhere to each 
other and become covered with a 
sticky. substance, \ ~ h i c h  prevents 
breathing. Even though the  fish 
nlay be surro~unded with an abund- 
ance of air, i t  cannot breathe. 

I 

i ts  being in water? By examin- However, there is a certain fam- 
ing. the fish's body we fincl the ily of fish which inhabit Lake 
solution. Most animals are  equip- Chad in Africa, which is an  ex- 
ped with lungs which enable them ception to the rule that  fish al- 
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ways breath by means of gills. like structure. By means of it the 
During the dry season, nluch of fish can voluntarily elevate or low- 
the lake dries up leaving many of er  itself in that  water, regulated 
these fish stranded. Instinctively. by the amount of air  expelled froin 
these creatures make mucl huts for it, thus functioning as  a ballast 
themselves and live in these until tank in a submarine. 
once again the lake becomes its 
original size. During the interval 
when the lake has receded. the 
fish breathes by means of its 
"swim bladder" o r  float, which in 
this species of fish is connected 
with the outside, and f~unctions as 
a lung. 

The fish possesses the external 
sense organs, namely: nostrils, 
eyes, and the lateral line. The two 
nostrils of the fish are  peculiar in 
that they are  U shapecl tubes, each 
having two external openings. Al- 
though they are not useful for 
breathing, they a re  essential in 
distinguishing various odors in the 
water as the  water passes thru 
these tubes. Just  posterior to the 
eye and on each side of the body, 
one finds a darkened lateral line 
extending to the tail. This makes 
it possible for the fish to register 
changes in pressure and other 
movements in the water. There- 
fore, although the fish lacks ears. 
the lateral line functions as  an 
auditory organ. 

Another fea twe  1vIlic11 adapts 
the fish to water is the swim blacl- 
cler or float. \Vithin the body cav- 
ity attached to the. backbone is 
this thin-walled air-fil.Iec1, baloon- 

If we were to do some deep-sea 
diving. we would discover a host 
of interesting and unusual forms 
which inhabit the watery depths 
and ocean bottoms. It is rather 
astonishing hoxr- animals can con- 
tinue to exist in an abode of utter 
darkness, for no sunlight can pene- 
t ra te  to such a depth. The factor 
of extreme pressure exerted on 
their bodies makes it remarkable 
that  life can go on. Often there 
is no plant life available. Then, 
too, we ~vould find that some of 
these species of fish are seemingly 
handicapped by blindness, a n d 
those having eyes are  thought to 
see by means of phosphorescent 
light cast from the bodies of many 
of these animals. Examination.has 
proved that  certain fluids within 
the tissues of the fish make i t  pos- 
sible for them to resist the pres- 
sure forced upon them. They pos- 
sess sensitive organs of touch and 
their jaw and teeth are larger t o  
offset the fact of their blindness 
in capt.ulSing food. 

There a re  many other interest- 
ing facts about these "inhabiltants 
of the sea," ~vhich may be cliscus- 
sed in another issue. 
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Book Review 

By ,ti~.s. L. Doezenln 

Eellf lolc-er, California 

Paris L-tu-Zergroti nd- 

Mrs. Etta Sh i l~e~ .  

I t  was purely by accident that  
BIrs. Shiber and her friend, Kitty, 
became involved in aiding British 
soldiers to escape from the Ger- 
n d n  occupiecl territory around 
Paris. Mrs. S h i l x ~  is the \vidow 
of an  American newspaper man, 
who after the cleat11 of her hus- 
band made her home in a Pti1.i~ 
apartment with a friend. Like all 
the other Parisians, they tried to 
leave the city when the Germatis 
seized it, but were forced to re- 
turn  when they were caught in the 
traffic jam of refugees who \vel.c 
attempting to get away. On their 
way back to Paris they picked up 
a soldier and hid hinl in the trunlt 
of their car. sheltered him in their 
apal-tnlent, and after  days of sus- 
pense and ansiety, found confed- 
erates who smuggled the soldier 
across the border of occupic:l 
France, and helped him escape in 
England. This led the two middle- 

aged women to help many more sol- 
ciiers, until the day ivhen they were 
cliscovered by (the German gestapo. 
The Frenchwoman was eventually 
executed, but Airs. S h i b e ~  was es- 
changed with the Amei.ican go- 
vernment for a German spy aftel- 
undergoing consicterable haldships 
in German prisons. 

Excerpts from JIrs. Sl~iber's 
book of her experiences appeared 
in  the Rerrrle?"~ Difjest, so perhaps 
some of you readers have already 
been lured into reacting the  book 
ant1 it is well worth it, for  it is 2 
first-ha113 account of many hap- 
penings a t  the beginning of the 
wal* ii l  Eulsope. Altho M1.s. Shiber 
emphasizes that especially he]. 
part in the work was rather reluct- 
amt arid fearful, one must admil-ct 
the pluck of these two women. 

l ~ o k  to the .4Ioitntains a novel by 

Le Grand Cannon, Jr. 

The story begills in Kettleford, 
New Hampshire. in the year 1769. 
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Whit Livingstone shyly courts Me- 
lissa Butler and before they take 
the marriage vow, goes up the 
Merrimac River to find a new place 
to live. Melissa waits for him 
three n~onths, after  which he comes 
back with the news t h a ~  he ha.; 
found the ideal spot. to set up their 
home-at the foot of a high inoun- 
tain ~vhich never ceases to be a 
source of ~vonder and inspii.ation 
for  simple Whit Livingsionc. They 
are  marricd, ancl. not yet twenty 
years olcl, the young couplc sets 
out in a canoe, in  colcl November. 
3lelissa stays in a snlall settlement 
with some ne\vlj--found friends of 
Whit, while her husband goes eight 
miles away $0 build a log cabin 
with a stonc chimney for his bride. 
Their life together is the life of 
pioi1ee1.s-a life of hardship and 
toil, disappointn~enk, and yet in 
i t  all a sinlple llappiness and sat- 
isfaction in founding and maintain- 

ing for themselres and their chil- 
dren, a new home in a new cou;ltti-y. 

Many novels have been \vlSitten 
about the American pioneer, but 
few hn\~e thc simple, homely touch 
of Cannon's story. The cha1.acte1.s 
a re  very real, and their life is not 
too vivid ancl exciting. but seems 
real. The story does not have much 
plot, but merely relates the story 
of a section from the lives of 
pioneers. 

I t  is deplorable that  this, as so 
many other no\-els contains some 
profane language. There is a not- 
able la& of any religion or men- 
tion of it even by the preacher who 
marries \Vhit 2nd 3Ielissa and be- 
t1vee.l them the subject arises only 
once, ~vken  they decide not to bap- 
tize their f irst  baby because it 
seems supei.stitious. Whit seems 
to put some stock in Indian chalms 
a i d  if he has a god. he worships 
nature. 

T h e  A m a z i n g  C r o s s  

This is the latest published ivork of Rev. 11. Hoekse111a that 
is especially appealing to Young People. I t  consists of a 
series of lectures portraying ti\-o phases of the Passion of 
Christ and has beer1 comparci to the famous Schilcler Trilogy. 

The Radio Conli~littee has contracted \vilth the Ee1:Amans Pub- 
lishing Co., to act a s  agents f o r  the sale of this book. Ifre 
will be glad to mail this inspiring volun~e to anyone sending 
$2.00 to the: Reformed Witness Hour. P.O. Box 8. Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 
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The Lack of Christianity 
An Essrty front ti le Sottth Holland Yowzg Peoples' Society 

Our country is classified as 
Christian nation but in reality i t  
is no longer Christian. Our present 
administration reveals very boldly 
its antichristianity, if not its athe- 
ism. It speaks of Gad. I t  prays 
to Him. Lt promises us religious 
freedom. Yet in spite of all this 
it shows the atheistic and anti- 
christian tendencies. We are pl.81- 
mised freedom from ~van t ,  but 
one may rest assured that the 
Government will never fulfill this 
promise. No Government can pro- 
mise such things and fulfill its pro- 
mise. Only God can give us al: 
abundance of food, and He can also 
make us live in dire want s h o ~ ~ l d  
He so desire. The early killing 
frosts that  we experienced last fall 
brings this thought forcefully. How 
can any Government guarantee us 
freedom from n-ant when God con- 
trols all things and sends the 
weather He sees f i t  to send? If 
our Government \vould only take 
God's existence as the Sovereign 
Ruler of all things into considera- 
tion it would nat promise us free- 
dom from want. 

It is a n-ell-kno~~*n fact that  out. 
country as a whole is forsaking 
,the Christian beliefs of our fore- 
fathers. Our nation has folSgotten 
God. Our nation no longer con- 

siders the fact that He upholds 
and governs all things. People go 
on living as though there is no 
God. They have halidenecl their 
hearts to the fact that they must 
one day make an  account before 
God of all they have done and said 
and thought in this life. Tn fact. 
niany have hardened their hearts 
lo such an extent that  ithey refuse 
to ackowledge that there is a Su- 
preme Being in this universe. How.- 
ever, acconding to a recen~t article 
in "The Reader's Digest," they? 
are no atheists in foxholes. 

There a1.e cer-tain signs which 
clearly show the downward trend 
of our country religiously. Fore- 
most anlong these signs is sn-ex-  
ing. Swearing has become so com- 
mon that i t  is almost classed as 
good English. Some people muat 
swear in every sentence or else 
they don't feel right. Moreover, 
swearing has become almost uni- 
versal. Aside from religious groups 
there are  probably no more then 
one in fifty 11~110 does not s\veai-. 
S\realsing is truly a sign of anti- 
christianity because it clearly indi- 
cates ,that those who swear do not 
ackno\vledge or  recognize God as 
n Supreme Being. One who dares 
to  take God's Name in vain and 
curse Him to His Face certainly 
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is  not hono~ing his Creator. Of 
course, i t  is \\re11 kno\vn that  11on- 
oring God and revering IIis Name 
is  one of the f irst  principles of 
Christianity. Therefore, one who 
swears is definitely shonring hirn- 
self ,to be antichristian. 

Even in the midst of judgment 
the average man continues to ig- 
nore God. \ITho can deny that  this 
n-orld conflict ~vhich we a re  ex- 
neriencing is a judgment of God? 
Cmd is pulliishing the nations for 
their sins. And yet men continue 
to curse Him, to seek bheir own 
earthly lusts, to see how much fun 
they can get out of lifc. 

This world has become pleasure 
nid.  This is especially t rue  of our 
country. Isn't it true that  the ma- 
jority of Americans notvaclays a re  
striving onljr to see how much fun 
they can get out of life? Take foot- 
ball, baseball, I~ockey, golf, movies. 
dances. etc. out of the average per- 

L I G H T S  

son's life and wha.: has he left? 
He l ~ a s  little or  nothing left! What 
XI-ould the average woman do with- 
out her bridge club, bowling club, 
and other similar clubs? Ifany of 
them ~vould have little left to live 
for. A11 this ce~ta inly  s h o ~ ~ s  that 
many people have pleasure as  their 
main goal in life. 

If a man esperienced all the 
pleasures in this  n-orM, if he lives 
his ~vhole life merely for the fun 
of living, what does i t  profit him? 
Soon his lifc fades away as a flow- 
e r  in the field and he  returns to the 
dust from which !le was made. Hc 
must leave all his pleasures be- 
hind and appear before God ivith- 
out any hope of salvation. 

Thei.efore, nre should be remind- 
ed that  ,the main goal of our lives 
should be - how can we serve ou~.  
Master best. All that  ive do should 
be done to His I-lonor and Glory. 

Editor's Desk 
Sillcc we have nab cnjoye:l a 

Young People's Convention sine: 
1941, we wonder whether all our 
young people Itnow how oul. Feder- 
ation Executive Boarcl came into 
existence and how it opei*atcs. The 
President. Vice-President, Secre- 
tary, Treasurel., and Assistant-Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, i;l other \vorcls, 

the officers of our Feder a t '  ion con- 
stitute the Executive Board. The 
office]-s now serving were elected 
a t  our 1940 a n 1  1911 conventions 
for 2 year tel-ms but because we 
have had no convention since 1941. 
these Eoard Members are  still in 
ciffice. 

EIo\ve;-er, a t  our last Board Meet- 



ing we drew up a plan by which 
v.-e hope to elect new officers to 
carry on the work of the Federa- 
,tion. More about this plan in o~.il. 
nest issue. 

On the evening of January 20. 
our Federation president became 
the pastor of the Protestant Re- 
formed Church a t  Holland, Michi- 
gan. The Rev. Walter Hofnlan, 
better known to us all as "\\?ally", 
hopes to continue a s  president of 
our Federation, a t  least for a timc. 
He has always given the Editors 
of Beacon Lighks his fullest co- 
operation and we sincerely \\.is!? 
him God's richest blessings in his 
1:astoral work. 

This issue carries a feature cn- 
titled "Priorities" wri,tten by Re\-. 
S. Cammenga, recently irlstalled at  
Orange City, Iowa, who, not so 
very long ago was numbered among 
our Grand Rapids Young People. 
In our next issue we hope ito p1.e- 
sent an  article by James Van Weel- 
den from Oskaloosa, Iowa, who is 
at present a scholar in our Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

have a Federation of Societies and 
all member societies are interested 
in one another. we' are  adding a 
page for "Society News," so yoc 
may kr:o~\- how your fe l lo~ \~  socie- 
$ties are carrying on. So, societie3. 
appoint yourselves a repol'ter and 
give us the news! 

We wish to  thank all those individual; 
:ind societies who have donated so liber- 
i111y to the Servicemen's Fund, making 
it possible for  us  to send Beacon Lights 
l o  all our Men in the Service, in  the 
States and Overseas. Recent donations 
were received from: 

l l r .  and Mrs. J. Venvys. (Grand R.)..$.i5 

........................ X Friend, (Grand R. ) 1.25 

........................ 21 Friend, (Grand R.) 2.00 

Miss Gertrude Iconing, (Grand R.).. 2.50 

.... bliss Ann Dykstra, Eyron Center) 5.08 

.......................... .-\ Friend. (Grand R.) 3.75 

I'vt. John I-'. Hazenberg .................... 2.00 

J11ss Janet  Sniits. (S. Holland, Ill.).. 3.75 

Aiiss Ruth De Vries, (Grand R.) ...... 1.00 

A Friend, (Grand Rapids) ................ 5.00 

Rev. and Mrs. S. Canln~enga, (0. C.) 2.00 

Mope Prot. Ref. Ladies Society .......... 10.00 

I-lull, Iowa, T. P. Society .................... 15.00 

~ l t h ~ ~ g h  we c a n n d  have an- MAIL all donations to Miss A. Reitsma. 

other Convention just yet, w-e still '706 Franklin, S. E., Grand Rapids,. Jlich. 
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Grand Rapids, 3Iich. 
&ar fello\\,s:- 

The othcr day. a s  1 was musing a bit 
over a letter I had received from one of 
our boys who is  in one of the distant 
parts of our far-flung battle field, I was 
suddenly struck by the fact  you fellon-.;. 
and especially those of you that  have 
heen sent abroad. and that have been 
iriitiated illto the real horrors of this 
terrible war, a re  really f a r  an7ay froni 

c:. And I \\,as not thinking so much of 
the distance in miles a s  p f  the distance 
ir, experience beh-een you on the batt!e- 
front and us here a t  home, a distance 
that is still increasing with every day 
thal  passes. 

1 was trying to risualize a little of 
that  experience, and to understar~d what 
i; must mean f o r  a young nlan to be 
fighting in the jungles, daily to live in 

nn environment \\-here one must either 
kill o r  be killed, o r  to participate in 
bombing raids or 11aval battles, and I 
rsnle to the c*onclusion t l ~ t  it  is quit? 
blpossible to imagine just what you nrr  
going through, and \\.hat effect your ex- 
perience will have upon your entire out- 
l3ok 011 life. We may read a little of i t  
in our daily papers. especially from the 
accounts of those \\Far correspondenta 
that cover certain areas of our battle 
l:ne, and \ v r i t ~  a s  eye \vitnesses. Yet, 
we here a t  horn? cannot begin to realize 
v h a t  it all means for  one that  is actually 
?.r the thick of it. Rut I felt that  there 

is a great  distance betccren us In respect 
to experience, and I began to wonder 
just what permanent impressions it \\,ill 
leave upon you. Will \rye feel this dis- 
tance, when f i rs t  you come back to us 
from distant lands, and out of the hor- 
rors of this terrible conflict? 

And suddenly I fe l t  that  letter writing, 
though we may be thankful fo r  its pos- 
sibility. is but a poor means to abridge 
this distance in experience. and I \c,ished 
I could visit you all f o r  a while, and talk 
to you face to face, that  I might bring 
home life and home experience, especial- 
ly  from a spiritual and religious view- 

point, a little closer to you! Rut this 
is inipossible, and we can only meet olie 
another a t  the throne of grace, where 
all distance is swallon-ed up. 

Whatever may be the effect of this 
war  upon our outlook on life and on the 
\vorld, may i t  nerer  change our faith 
and our spiritual outlook and view of the 
t ruth a s  it  is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
-4nd ho\c-ever great  may be the distance 
i ~ .  your experience and ours in these days 
from a natural rien-point, may i t  never 
separate us in fai th  and doctrine. For  
cliese a r e  not contingent up011 our ex-. 
periences in peace or  in war, but a r e  
based only upon the Word of God which 
zbideth unchanged f o r  ever! 

Our God is able to  keep you. That ' 

is our comfort and our prayer. 

Yours a s  ever, 
Rev. H. Hoeksema. 
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December 6, 1943 South Pacific 
Dear Friends:- Dear Friends:- 

Firs t  of all before T s ta r t  anything T 
believe i t  is  my solen~n duty to  apologize 
fo r  not n-riting sooner and more often. 
Although T may have a slight excuse 
I h a r e  left my former place of training 
and a m  now on one of the islands rest- 
ing up. We made one short stop beforz 
n*e came here. Tha t  was on the Island 
of Betio on the atoll of Tarawa ill the 
Gilbert Islands. There we encountertcl 
quite a number of those slant-eyed yel- 
low skinned people o r  shall I call them 
savages. Eut  we succeeded in driving 

them off and now the Gilberts that  once 
belonged to a heathen race, a r e  in the 
hands of God-fearing people again. T!le 
F lag  of Great Britain and the  United 

States is  again I\-aving proudly and de- 
f iant ly a t  the Japanese. Thats  all about 

that. 
No\\- about \\-here I am a t  present. Tt 

is  surely a beautiful place. The nights 
a r e  cool and the days a r e  quite hot. I11 
the morning on the tops of t ~ * o  large 
mountains snou- i s  visible but by 110011 

the  sun is  quite high and the snow melts 
away. We a r e  situated quite high above 
sea level and i t  is cool up  here. but as  
ycu get  down by the ocean it  is hot. 

Well I can't seem to think of anything 
else to say so I'll Good-bye. 

Having been persuaded by the last 

iesue of Beacon Lights to write once 
again, 1 an1 doing so now. Thanks to 
all responsible f o r  the summer issues a s  
they were enjoyed immensely. I am 
feeling fine although I received slight 
injury this morning, but this also gives 
me time to \\.rite this letter. The wea- 
ther during the day is w r y  hot, bur 
evenings a r e  cool. We work six hours 
per day and have two shifts. I received 
raise in rating last  week. to  e!ectriciaas 
11iate 2nd class. (staff sargeant in a imy)  
and an1 in charge of 20 man detail. We 
ere not near actual fighting, but  do feel 
the sting of war  from overhead, and 
s \ e n  that  i s  \veil under control. We h a r e  
meetings every evening, in  charge of an 
Orthodox Presbyterian chaplain, so n7e 

do not lack spiritual food and teaching. 
This surely is  a good sign of God's 
mighty Word, being out here in heathen 
places. He surely cares fo r  all our needs 
cveryvhere. Thanks to Him alone f o r  
all things. In His name and love, ah\-ay;. 

Geo. Lanting, E M2/c 
63rd Kaval C.B., Co. D-1 
C/O F.P.O. "Frisco". 

S E R V I C E M E N  
Pvt. Charles Sikke~na Don't Forget To Write US 

Co. F, 2nd Bn., 8th Xarines. A Letter! 
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The Reformed Witness Hour 
The past month has beell an  im- 

portant one for the Reforn~ecl Wit- 
ness Hour. I t  was just three short 

~a 10 com- years ago that  the  f irst  I' d' 
n~it tee was appointed a t  !the annual 
business meeting of the Young 
Men's Society of Puller Ave. And 
it was also just two years ago that 
the committee was organized into 
a permanent body of six members. 
But by fa r  the most impoi-tant 
anniversary was marked on the 
17th of January when i t  was just 
one year since our program was 
expanded from a small local station 
-to (the Wolverine Network. This 
\\.as the step that  made possible 
our vast expansion last fall, which 
increased our coverage to such an  
extent that  to date we have rc?- 
eeived mail from listeners in nine 
different states. 

We are  very happy also to report 
at this time that since last August 
R total of more {than $4,800 has 
been collected for the Padio Fund, 
leaving only some four or five hun- 
dred dollars to be raised before the 
co~rclusio~l of the broadcasting sea- 
son. 

The question may be asked whe- 
ther our radio work justifies the 
spending of so much money. The 
committee feels thah i t  eel-tainly 
does. To date we have received 
some 1'25 pieces of mail, many 

from persons outside of our dc- 
nomina~tion. These letters are very 
encouraging. and we \vould like, 
a t  this time, to submit the follow- 
ing quotations from them for your 
judgment. 

Mr. N. 11. of S. Hollancl, 111. writes: 
Please send me your nlessage 

of Janzuzry 23. . . . Would it be 
possible to get rtll o f  yolcr 69 
n~e.~sages? I zcns just info~nzed 
of yozcr pyoyranz and enjoyecl it 
vepy ntuch. 

A. L. of Grand Rapids ivrites: 
W e  jzst listened to your pro- 

granz. The st~zgincj ns well as 
the preached zc-o?*d were both 
zuonderfzd. M a y  God bless this 
~ r o r k .  

From J. \Ir. in Chicago we hear: 
. . . .we heard the Rev. H. Hoek- 
sen1.a of the P?-otestccwt Reformed 
Church of Grand Rapids deliver 
a fine address, which Z D ~ ,  in W ~ I J  

opinim, sozlnd to the core and 
thorozcqhly scriptliral. I won1.l 
greatly appreciate receiving a 
cqq i  of that se~.nton. 

These people a re  not, a s  f a r  as 
$5-e know, members of any of our 
Protestant Reformed Churches. 
And their letters should certainly 
convince anyone of the \vorth~hile-  
ness of the Reformed Wiltness 
Hour. 

The Radio Committee. 



B E A C O N  L I G H T S  

REV. GEO. LUBBERS A- 
1 

Outline S\.I Matt. 21 :44. c )  They lay their hands 
21 HARD-I'KESSED SANHEDRIX on tho, apostles and put them in the pu5- 

MEETS lic prisonhouse. Evidently they put r.!i 
Acts .i :17--12 the  twelve in prison. 

The Occasion-There seetns to h:ive 2. Hoverer  God is  with them and a? 

been no special occasion for  the High angel comes and releases them from pri- 
Priest and all tha t  were of the sect of son and enjoins them to stand in the 

the Sadducees to  be spurred to  action. temple and speak all the words of this 
The case seems to be a s  follows: Life! a )  This mus t  have been an electri- 

a )  The success of these Galilean fish- fying illtluence f o r  the apostles. s p u ~ r -  
ermen was more than the evil hearts of ing them on to greater  activity. HOT 
these cold, caloused rationalists could they must have been reminded of Jesu;' 
stand. The rejectors of the resurrection word of promise that  He ~vould be with 

were seeing too many evidences of the them. That they were reminded of Jeauq' 

one Resurrection for  their own co~nfo~+.  
They \\-ere indeed a hard-pressed lot gf 

unbelievers. b)  Unless they repentec!, 
there was no other alternative left but 

to continue to  the bitter end of the 
course of Matt. 28:ll-15. The latter they 
do. And it is Caiaphas who had pro- 
phesied un\vittingly as high priest of the 
need of the death of Christ (John 11:47- 
53), ~ v h o  now again takes the lead. "This 
Alan" (vs. 28) indeed was affording 
Caiaphas with a lot of grief, had given 
the Sanhedrin plenty of work. But the 

sayings on other occasions we hare  proof 
i~; John 2:l'i. b )  When the leaders  lea!.!^ 

that the apostles were not in the prison- 
house but that  they were teaching fhn 
"people" in ?he temple and that  in bt+!cl 
defiance of all their threatenings. they 
say: "What will this be?! vs. 24. c )  Con- 
sequently they lead the apostles before 
their gathering without force. I'ublicly 
and in full view of the people they dare 
not ill-treat them for  fea r  of being stoned 
if they should. 

The Issue a t  Stake-1. As this appears 
work was grinding then1 "the rejectors 'ram the highpriest's hard-pressed q u s -  
of , the chief Corner-Stone" to po~vder. tion to the  disciples. vs. 27. a )  He &ki 
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then1 the rhetorical question whether 
they had not been explicitly told not t.3 

teach in the Name of Hitn \\-hose power 
had healed the man born latile! .Atid 
this question implied that  all that Peter 
and the other apostles coultl say \\*as: 
yes! b)  R u t  \\,hat had they done? 1)  

They had fillet1 Jerusalem with the teach- 
ing of the resurrection from the dead, 
the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead! 
rs. 28. 2 )  And because of the evil con- 
science ascribes the motive of all this 
teaching and :ictivity to  he to bring "t!i~ 
blood of this lnan on their h~a t l " !  He 
applies the verdict of guilt to self. yet- 
without repenting! Krerything in Jeru- 
salem was blood-theology ! It  brought 
peace to anguished hearts. but the wick- 
ea shall not see life even when the 
"n~ords of this Life" a re  preachctl! 

2. 'That the above is indeetl the issue 
here is also evident from I'eter's address. 
a )  H e  not only reaffirms that  I le  must 
be more obedient to God than to Inen. 
b)  But Fie is also more obedient. For  
he again preaches the very "blood o i  
this man" in their presence. vss. ?!I-32. 

Tlie Outcumr-1. The lligliprirst ancl 
the Sadducees are  "cut in t\vo" by this 
te-stimony of Peter. wish to rush upon 
the disciples to kill t h e m  They only can 
add more blood to their already bloocl- 
.stained consciences. 

2. But is is a professor of the uni\.t:rs- 

had 400 men a s  follom-ers and ho\\- he 
came to nought. He reasons that  thi+ 
canle to nought because God \\.as no! 
with him. b)  No\{- here their were thou- 
sands follo\ving these men. Tt certainly 
gave food for  thought! -1nd Galnalie!, 
the teacher of Paul. wishes to take tlue 
account of it.  Is  i t  not better to be on 

the safe side! Do not kill then1 for that 
might be fighting against God! c )  This 
made a psychological even though not a 

spiritually profound inlpression 011 the 
gathering. An evil conscience needs very 
little to disquiet i t  in i ts  evil intetltioni. 

3. Consecluently they scourge the dis- 
ciples and let the111 go. a )  The disciple; 

praise God that they were counted worthy 
tc suffer for  Christ's Same. b. And 
they prweed to testify in the temple! 

* * * * * + :  

Outline SVII  
T H E  C H O O S I S G  OF T H E  1:11<51' 

L)EACOSS 
.$cis 6:l-6 

The Occasion-1. Luke informs us thnl 
there arose a murmuring of the G~clcinn 
Jews against the Hebrew elenlent i r ~  the 
church because their  \\-idows were being 
neglected in the ministration. We should 
bear in mind that  this \\-as not a dis- 
ccnsion between Jew and Gentile, fur 
the Grecians \vere not gentiles but Jews. 
They \\-ere Je\\.s from the \vestern dis- . 

its in Jerusal.etn, ~ - h o  was also present persion. who lived outside of I'nlestint: 
a t  the time \\?ho councils a more sinful, proper, and \\.ho had learned the Ian- 
sober course. a )  He reminds that of the w a g e  and nianners of the Greeks. 2. 
possibitity that this ~ o r k  might be of This mumluring does not mean that 
God. I le  cites the case of Theudas who there \<-as lack of love on the part of th? 
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brethren. It was not a question of the tion and who command respect. b) They 

principle of love, but a matter  of adrnin- must be full of the Spirit  and of Wisdoni. 
istralion. The disciples seemed a t  firat Their life must be influenced so by the 
tt) be able to administer also the tables. Spirit that  they do His ~vill. And so 
But the number of the church a t  Jeru- they will be able to ~ v a l k  in the  \\isdom 
salem had become too great  for  them. of the meek and in the fear  of the Lord. 
It was somewvhat similar to  JIoses' posi- Prov. I:$; 4:lff.; James 1:s: 3:13. -4 

tion in the \vilderness a s  recorded in 
Ex. 18:13-27. 3. Still the question may 
be asked: Why were the  Grecian widows 
neglected and not those of the Hebrews? 
Were the  la t ter  in the majority? Did 

they press themselves to  the foreground 
making the most of the occasio~l? Acts 

does not state the reason. 4. However 
this may all be, the complaint tha t  was 
raised was  evidently not without founda- 
tion. For  steps a r e  taken to remedy the 
situation and to prevent a fur ther  re- 

currence of injustice. How well they 
succeed is evident from vs. 7. Even the 

priests. and tha t  "many of them", must 
have ~ ~ i t n e s s e d  the administration of the 
mercy of the greater  High Priest: the 
Priest according to the order of hIel- 
chisedec. Here \\.as the t rue priesthood 
of the benevolence in Christ Jesus. They 

also become obedient to the faith! 

The Preponderant Consideration-1. In- 
deed the serving of tables is  necessary. 
it was a spontaneous outgrowth of the 
operation of the gospel in the hearts of 
the redeemed. For  these tables were 
tables of the  Lord. They had nothin= 
in common with the tables of devils. 
Hence the administration of the tables 
required special wisdom and piety. a )  

They must be Inen of good repute. Men 
who had the confidence of the congrega- 

study of these passages will assure us  
that  "\visdom" is  not to be identified 
with n mere head full of learning. There 
a re  many educated fools, and also many 
illiterate men 1~5th he& full of wisdom! 

2. Why must these men thus  attend 
to the ministering of the tables and not 
the apostles? What  is the deciding fa:- 
to r?  The text states the following: 

a )  The calling of the apostles mas not 

to serve tables. That  was not the genius 
of their place in  God's covenant. vs. 2. 
Thus it is emphasized by Paul in I Cor. 
1 9 7  even in respect to such an important 
inatter a s  baptizing. b) Their calling 
\\*as to witness of the resurrection! They 
must preach the Word. . h d  nothing 
lnust intervene, nay, not even the ad- 
ministration of mercy. How the apostles 
a re  separated to this work is evident 
from Acts 1:8! And always this is 
brought to the foreground i n  the preach- 
ing of the apostles. Acts 2:32; 3:15; 
6:32. In fact  from the last letter a r i t -  
ten by the aged Paul to Timothy we can 
see how\, important the preaching the 
Word is. I1 Tim. 12. c )  The prepon- 
derant consideration is  therefore: That  
the Word of God may be preached! 

The Nature of the Office of Deacon: 

We can do no better, both fo r  the sake 
of brevity and clarity, than to quote 
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fmnl "Student Notes" given in the Sem- 
inary. by Rev. I-I. Hoeksenia. We quote 
the  following: 1. "What different views 

a re  held as  to the significance of this 
appointment, and the character of the 
~ v o r k  of these seven men?  (The follow- 
ing views are sumn~arizecl, G.L.) a. The 

oldest view of the church which held that  
in this appointment we must see the ori- 
gin of the office of deacon. b )  The vie:v 
that the s e n i c e  to  which these mtll \\-ere 
appvinted involved no ecclesiastical offica 

. ;t ail. C )  ?he view that  the function of 
these seven is the same a s  that  of the 
elders mentioned in Acts 11 :30. In that 
case they were already presbyters before 
the ministrations of tables became their 
additional task. d )  The vie\\- that the 
office of the seven included that  of elder 
and deacon. e )  The v i e ~ t ~  that  the ser- 
vice of the seven was only a temporary 
matter. and their appointment only an 
emergency measure fo r  tha t  occasion." 

2. "L\'l~cl~ of these rietvs is the best 
attested in Scripture?" 'I'he f i rs t ,  in 
view of the folio\\-ing considerations: 

a )  The apostles cinphasizetl that  the nlrli 

whom they charged the church to choose 
n ~ u s t  be men of honest report. full of the 
Holy Ghost and of wisdom. b. They a re  
chosen by the church and also duly in- 
slalled into their  work by the apostles 
with pra5-er and laying on of hands. 
c )  Their peculiar task was undoubtedly 
the care of thc poor ancl that in the 
capacity of official organs of the church 
d )  Though i t  is t rue that  the seven de:l- 
cons in Jerusalem functioned only for  .I 

brief period; this cannot be adduced to 

prove that  their appointment a s  such 
was meant to  be temporary-that the 
office of deacon was a permanent one in 
the  church i s  clearly shown in such pas- 
sages as: Phil. l:l I Tim. 3:8-12, e )  The 
i.equirements fo r  this work a s  postulated 
by  the apostles in Acts 6:3 a re  ess~ntis!- , 
l y  the same as those mentioned by the 
apostle Paul fo r  deacons in I Tim. 3:8-12. 

* * * * * * *  
Outline I\-I11 

STEPHEK SUlIJIOSED BEFORE 
THE SANHEDRIN 

Acts 6:7-13 

Tho Unsuccessful Yerbal Ilssault Upon 
Stephen-1. Of the seven deacons chosen. 

Stephen stands out a s  the greatest in 
I 

power and wisdom. F o r  we read of him: 

a )  Tha t  he  \%-as full of grace and power. 
FIe must  h a r e  given great  tesbinlony t o  
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. b. This 
testinlony was confirmed by the great 
signs and wonders that  he performed 
anlong the people. This attracted notice. 
The  signs that  he  performed were not 
"many" (conf. 2:43) but they were 
4'great". They were signs of the same 
quality a s  those performed by the apos- 
tles. He also represented the God of the 
burning bush. 

2. Some of the synagogues of the 
Libertines and of t h e  Cyrenians and 
Alesandrians and of Cilicia and Asia 
rose up to dispute with Stephen. These 
men were: a. The Libertines were evi- 
dently Jews \vho had been taken prison- 
ers by the  Romans under Po~npei  an(! 
later set a t  libenty. Libertines later he- 
came a proper name for  this group. 
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They evidently had their 01\17 synagogue Promises made to the fathers. b )  It is 
in Jerusalem. b)  The Cyrenians and the same question of whether Christ is  
;Llesandrians were Jews from trortherll indeed Lord of the temple. I t  was a will- 
Africa. Possibly these had been traxs- ful ignorance of all tha t  had happened a t  
ported thence under the  campaigns or' the cross. I t  was the Jew seeking n 
l l exander  the great. c )  Those of Cilicin sign, being un\villing to see the Sign of 
z:?d Asia a re  Jews from Asia JIinor. the Cross. Compare 2:13-22; Luke 22:66- 

3. In this dispute \\,\.itk Stephen, even 71. Unbelief always comes with the 

though they be many, they are znsur- same arguments and follo\vs the -me 

rsssful. For: a )  Stephen \vith the pattern! 
wisdom of God revealed in Jesus Christ. ~h~ sPpcial ni,.ine ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~  Given. 
It was the \visdoni a s  not revealed t d  1. l ts  F ~ ~ ~ ~ .  a )  c+d w d  the ap- 
former generations and hid in God fro!n pearance of stephen. became like the m 
t e fore  the foundations of the \vorld. face of an angel. upon this face the 

Eph. 1:8. 18ff.; I Cor. 2:6ff. b) In this sanhedriIl presently 
he \!.as guided by the Spirit of Truth. ,,,hen stephen his defense. b )    hi^ 
Compare John 14:26; Matt. 10:19. For  shining face us of: 1)  ~h~ shin- 

the Word of God is the s\vord of the ing face of hfoses n-hen he came doff,, 
spir i t .  -&Id none can stand before that from the JIt of God. Ex. 34:29-35; I1 Cor. 
.%pology. Conipare Eph. 6:17. What i-; 3 : ~ .  r\iotice what paul says of this face 

the nature of Scriptural apology? in relation to  Israel's unbelief. 2)  The 

The Issue a t  Stake-1. The alleged glory of Christ on the >It. of Trans- 

issue. a )  Tha t  they, the Libertines, ete. figuration. Matt. 1'7:s: TI Pet. 1:17. C )  In 
were indeed lovers of the temple and its both these cases we ha>-e to do with the 

ordinances a s  given by God to hloses on t~lnple .  111 the former with the shad- 

Nt. Sinai. b )  That  Stephen was a here- clrs of better things to come; the latter 

tic; one who spoke against JIoses and the actual bringing in of the better 
?he God of glory. He \\.as a heretic be- things by "the exodus in Jerusalem". 
cause he preached that  Jesus of Nnznr- The former has no glory by reason of 
e th  had come to dissolve the temple and the excellence of the latter. I1 Cor. 3:]0. 
to change the customs given by JIoses. 2. ~ t s  Content. a )  I t  \,.as the glory 
(All the laws in connection with the of the exalted Christ who dwells i n  the 
temple \\.orship). c )  The o~l ly  argume:lt 1-10ly Place of the heavens revealed oa 
unbelief has  is  persecution. The world Stephen's face; a s  such it is the very 
is never tolerant. vss. 11, 12. same glory as tha t  of Jloses' face in the 

2. The real issue. a )  They a re  un- d e s e ~ .  Before the very face of the Son 
willing to be obedient to the witness of of God unbelief remains rebellious! b)  
the resurrection of Jesus, and to believc In  both cases it  is divine testimony to 
that  in this Jesus God has fulfilled the those who must hear  the  Word of God. 

- - t o  - 
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like experience is  the lot of these itself. 

children of those fathers who always A General Survey of this Defense: 
. liilled the prophets! Compare 23:33-36 1. In general i t  should be noticed that 

I 
V + * C C * C  Stephen traces .the positive developnlent 

of God's covenant from Abraham +a 
Outline S I X  David. Hence the 14 generations spoken 1 

STEPHEX'S DEFENSE of in Matt. 1:17a. The reason is that  in 
-tcts 7:l-60 these generations the gron th  and idea 

-A hasty reading of this chapter should the can be seen' 

tell us that  it  \vould be folly to analyze 2. We notice more in detail the follon-- 
each verse separate. Rather each verse 
should be vie\i.ed in the light of the 
whole. Not to do this would mean ese- 
gesis of many passages and books of 
the Old Testarnent. By reason of Look- 
ing a t  the trees one \vould not see the 
I\-mds. Therefore we ~vi l l  treat this 
entire chapter in this outline and t reat  it 
synthetically. Each society can then 
follo~v the method thcy prefer to employ. 
The Central Thrust of this Defense: 
The Rev. Hoeksema has the following 
notation: "It is a masterful, historical 
revie~r. clearly revealing tha t  he, Stephen 
was full of the Holy Ghost and of n-is- 
20111, in which he points out  the positir: 
h;storical line of the Covenant; the truth 
concerning Moses and the temple, nz 

revealed in the Scripture and a s  being 
realized in Christ. He refutes the acca- 
sation against lli~ii and points out tha! 
not he but they (the Sanhedrin, G.L. \ 

are  the trvo chiltlren of those fathers 

ing: a )  Stephen traces the work of the 
"God of glory" in the days of the 
Patriarchs in vss. 1-17. Also here thera 
are  already traces of rebellious fathers. 
b)  That of Moses and Israel and the I 
tabernacle is verses 18-15. Here there 
is rebellion in a marked degree. In 1 
Egypt already (vs. 23-27) in the desert a t  
Sinai and subsequently (vss. 39-13). Al- ! 
1s-ays there were the hard and uncircunl- 1 
cised of heart! These had no eye for  I 

the Kingdom of Heaven. c )  -4ccordi11g 
to the progressiveness of revelation the 
real nature of the temple is revealed 
especiail y a f te r  David and Solornon, 
(vss. 46-50). God really does not dwell 
in the temple made with hands. vs. 49. 
Thus Isaiah the prophet had already 
spoken. And of this Stephen had dis- 
puted when the Libertine Jews etc. had 
assaulted hinl and falsely accused liinl. 
Indeed Stephen had spoken in full accord 
with the Word of God! 

that  always resist the Holy Spirit  and The -Application-1. The nature of it. 
killed the prophets. Their fathers had a )  I t  is very personal. Stephen em- 
slain then1 that  foretold of the coming nf phatically places the Sanhedrin in the 

Jesus, and thcy then~selves had becoillc company of all those \rho kilIed the pro- 
murderers of the Jus t  One." phets. Instead of this being Stephen's 

This clear-cut statement speaks fo r  trial i t  was  the death-knell of this Israel 
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according to the flesh. b )  I t  was fear- seal the testimony of Stephen, that  they 
less. I t  was standing before the face of a r e  children of the fathers  who alway: 
Jesus, the Judge of the  nations. resisted the Holy Spirit. b) They re-  

2. I t s  Effect. vs. ff. a )  They rush ceive one more testinlony of Stephen's 
upon Stephen, being cut  to  the quick relationship to  the Son of Man, Jesus of 

in their hardened heart. And they stone Nazareth. A clear-cut commentary on 
him outside of Jerusalem. -4nd they the vicious nature of unregenerate man! 

TH'ziNICFUL 1N ADVERSITY 

I t  is not so hard to be thankful \i?hen all things a r e  going just right. 
When you a r e  earning big money and the future looks rosy and bright. 

' When you ha\.@ a nice ca r  to ride in and lots of good things to eat,  
When your friends all greet you with a smijle whenever you happen to meet. 
When you a r e  surrounded by sunshine, then it's very easy to  say, 
Lord. \r7e thank Thee for  the b less i~~gs  Thou hast given us  today. 

But  can we also be thankful when poverty comes our way? 
When we a r e  too tired to go to sleep a t  the end of a busy day, 
Can \re be thankful when crops fail and the hamest  no increase yields. 
When our soldier boys mus t  suffer and die on foreign battlefields, 
Do you think if your hoy were dying, you would be able to PAY, 
Lord, we thank Thee for  the blessings Thou hast  given us today. 

Sometimes the way seems dreary, and our burdens too heavy to bear 
Sometimes our friends frown upon us and no one seems to care, 
Sometimes our dear ones get  cancer and must suffer f m m  day to day 
And we cau do nothing to help them a s  they slou-lp waste away, 
But still we can be thankful arid a t  eve11 we must say. 
Lord. we thank Thee f o r  the blessings Thou hast  given us tod:ly. 

The Lord always blesses His people and gives all that's best f o r  them, 
But  sp often we do not see clearly. our eyes have been darkened by sin, 
We want  houses. and clothing, and riches, and no one likes to be poor, 
And though we have riches in abundance, we a r e  always wishing for more. 
But when w e  have all the things that a re  pleasant, then we often forget to  say 
Lord, we thank Thee for  the blessings Thou has t  given us  today. 

I t  is a blessing t o  stand a t  a sickbed, and watch the angel of death draw near 
To see how richly God blesses His own. so tha t  they know no fear, 
F o r  they know their sins a re  forgiven, they were washed in Jesus' blood, 
Christ's blood tha t  was shed on tk.e accursed tree that  once on Calvary stood 

.Then, when we stand a t  the grave of loved ones, with thankful heart  we can say 
I ~ r d ,  we thank Thee for  the blessings Thou hast  given us today. 

fi. Gertrude Braaksma. 


