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LONG AGO A CROSS WAS ERECTED ON -4 HILL 

J U S T  OUTSIDE JERUSALEJI WHICH HAS COME 

DOWS THROUGH THE AGES .IS AS EJIBLEJI O F  SUF- 

FERING -LVD SHAJIE. BUT Ih' THE RESCRRECTION 

O F  OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THAT EJIBLEilI O F  DE- 

FEAT BECAME THE WhY TO A GLORIOUS VICTORY 

OVER DEATH FOR HIM AND FOR THOSE I S  HIM. 

BE;-%CON LIGH'I'S I S  ALSO A S  EJIRLEJI, XN 

EJIBLEJI O F  TIIE UNITY O F  OUR PROTESTAST RE- 

FORJTED TOUSG PEOI'LE, A UrIITNESS TO T H E  TRUTlI 

WHICH WE CONI'ESS. 3IAIiE IT EVER YORE A LIV- 

I S G  -4SD VITAL WITNESS TO THE: HOPE THAT WE 

HAVE I S  HIS RESURHECTION. 
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@* - -. -. by Mrs. Anclrelc T70ss 

Being away from home affords 
many opportunities for observa- 
tion. This is especially true of my 
position a t  the present time, mT: 
husband being one of the Rainbow 
Division which is composed of men 
from every State in the Union: it 
is truly an American Division and 
because of that fact one gets n 
cross section of morals and con- 
duct of the American people as :I 

whole. 
The city nearest the Camp-Nus- 

kogee-has increased in populatiou 
to a t  least one-third more .than its 
normal size, due to the inany ~vives 
follou-ing their husbands to the 
Camp. I have had occasioil to 
speak with many people from all 
parts of our country. 'L'his has 
been very interesting and hov: 
quickly I have detected thc i*esults 
of training or lack of it. 

Camp Gruber is eighteen miles 
from the city and in maliing the 
t r ip  to and from Camp 1 have often 
had to contend with crovrded bus 
conditions: every available seat be- 
ing taken and the aisle filled with 
soldiers standing the entii'c ride. 
The rides are very interesting- 

the occupants often breaking forth 
in song. Needless to say, the sing- 
ing is mostly of the latest song- 
hits. We, who by God's grace learn 
to sing His praises, can see how 
sinful i t  is to fill our time with 
such nonsense, when i t  is the call- 
ing of man to serve God and sing 
Iii.4 praises. It behooves our young 
people to maintain their distinct- 
iveness by remaining separate and 
not joining the ~ o r l d  in their song. 
The truth is brought to our mind. 
"ye are  a peculiar people". HOIV 
often I have thought of our Chorus 
and Radio Choir and what a con- 
trast to the constant jazz that is 
heard. In observing the  walk of 
many people, I have been reminded 
of the blessedness of the Christiall 
training 11-e have been privileged 
to have received. IVithout God 
and His love in our heart there is 
no purpose in  life. This is brought 
out so forcibly in the  lives of many. 
Their speech betrays them-an!? 
how very careful n-e who profess 
to be Christians must be as to the 
lai~guage we speak. Profanity is 
so prevalent : God's S a m e  is spoken 
in vain so lightly. It seems that 
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every sentence must be punctuated 
by the misuse of God's Name. Ths 
more we study His \iiord and re- 
member His greatness, the more 
careful we will be to  use His Name 
only with reverence and godly fear, 
for u-e h o w  that  He is God alone 
and rules and controls all things. 
Let us be conspicuous by our lacir 
of profanity and thereby also be :I 

witness that  \r-e a r e  d i f f e r e n b w e  
have a goal in life. . Drink is an 
evil that  is so manifest in army 
life. Life doesn't seem to be worth 
living unless they can have their 
drinks; and in moments of fear 
and despondency, will resort t o  
drink to forget their misery. I t  is 
no uncommon sight to see two soi- 
diers holding up a bucldy who is  
unable to manage alone because of 
drunkenness. \\'hat a disgusting 
picture he presents. Or to see sol- 
diers engaged in a fight in the 
camp bus or sprawled all over the 
seat so drunken they don't realize 
where they are. Hov- necessary i t  
is for us as  Christians to testify 
"for me to live is Christ" and to 
seek the new life which is from 
above. \\re can never boast of our- 
selves, by saying that  we are too 
good to follon- such paths of sin, 
for  n-e know that  i t  is God's grace 
that  gives us eyes to see sin and 
to hate i t ;  he that "glorieth let him 
glory in the Lord". 

There has also been opportunity 
for observation in the  religious 
life of the people isre meet. There 

are so many different theories- 
one of the most shocking to  me be- 
ing the belief that  this world is 
getting better! I discovered thiy 
person \rras of the modern school 
and did not believe Jesus was di- 
vine, but just one of us. 

None of the faiths can answer 
all the questions that  come to  our 
mind about our position in life and 
the many happenings in the world, 
as the faith which \ve profess,- 
of our sovereign Lord, \Vho has re- 
deemed His people and is  calling 
them, while He a t  the same time is 
judging the world for  its wicked- 
ness. How rich has been our teach- 
ing and may we who are in the 
midst of the world be faithful wit- 
nesses of the riches we have re- 
ceived and glorify our Father. 

DONATIONS 

More donations were I-eceir-ed, 
for ~r-hich we a re  very grateful. 
These donations are used to carry 
on the \vork of sending Beacon 
Lights to all our servicemen. 
Blr G. Rietvelt, (G. R. hIich.) ........ $ -75 
Prt. Francis h - a n t e s  ...................... 1.15 
S. Holland Y. P. S. ............................ 10.00 

........ Rev. A. Petter. (G.  H. hlich.) 1.00 

.......... Conrad Poortenga, W.T. 1-c 5.00 
................ N. N. ( A  friend in G. R.) 10.00 

Cpl Ted Howenyl .............................. 2.00 
........................ Rock Valley Y. P. S. 5.00 

(Mail all donations to Mins =I. Reitsma, 
706 Franklin S. E.. Grand Rapids, Mich.) 



H e  Suffered 
Ey 1i'e.v. C. Iicc?tko - Oak Ln!ir)r. I l l .  

Strange as it might seem, the suffered? 1V1o has not known the 
Christian Church has  always sum- stscggle for  existence, tastecl the 
mecl up the \\-hole earlhly existencc horror of disease and devastation, 
of hela Lord in the two simp!l: 01. shared the col~stant dread of 
words : IIe suffered. those ~\-ho walk in the midst of 

Many others have attempted to death? \Vhy should He be clis- 
write a glo\ving biography on th,. tinguished as  the one \vho suffey- 
"life-of Jesus". Yet the Church ed? 
has insistently confessetl only this. Strange, that  a more glowing 
"He was conceived by the Holy account not be ,\-ritten of 
Ghost, born of the vilsgin JIars-. the thirty-thee years of His so- 
suffered. . . . . was cl'ucified. dead jourl, all,ong ~ l ~ h ~ ~ ~ l ~  l~~ re- 
and buried.": peatedly exposed the sins of those 

Many have ~ointecl  to the ex- about Him, He Hilllse]f kne\\- 113 
emplary life of the Alan of Galilee.  ill^ ~ ~ l t ~ o l l g ~ l  1je dwelt amollg us 
3Iany have referred to His teach- in tl,e ,veaklless of s i l l f l l~  flesh, ,Ie 
ings, marking Ilim as the greatest performed so Illally uol.h 
of all the ~ ~ ~ o l ~ l c l ' s  philosophers that a l l  people  an^ 
teachers. have sllol~ell of ahell  R~ taught tllenl 
His miracles as  the nlighty work5 forced to say that no evpr 
of the "sympathetic Jesus". Ye7 as this bran did. 
the Church brushed all these asid,: 

clullg to hel. con- although He was not unde1.- 

fession : I-Ie suffered ! s:oocl, but even cast out by the 
If we would call i t  a 1)iogrnph.v. people of Iiis time. He was approv- 

it is beyond a doubt the most un-  ed of God a s  a faithful Servant, 

ique biogl.aplzy that  has ever been eye11 \$-hen I ie  died. 

written. \\-ould it not be n101.e yropec 
Strange it might seem, that ill af ter  ail. to tell of His  exemplary 

a nrol-ld of suffering humanity it life and emphasize His mighty 
sho~ilcl be said of Hinl that IIe suf- works. His zeal for  His cause and 
fered. \\rho of all mankind has not His principles? More fitting tr~ 
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\{-rite a volume on the "sympathetic 
Jesus" ? 

Yet the Church of Jesus Christ 
stands rock-firm on her confessioc~, 
summing up all Iris life and tvords 
ancl works in that  one confession: 
He suffered. 

And properly so. 
She has all the Scriptures on hei. 

side when she niakes this uniqu:! 
confession. All the types and 2had- 
onVs with their bloody sacrifices 
pointed to  Him as  the Lamb of (:or1 
\\%o takes away the sins of .the 
world. All the p~.ophets spoke (11' 
Him as the hIan of sol0rou.s, the 
suffering Servant of God. Jesus 
IIimself continuously spoke wit11 
many signs and ivonders of Ilis 
suffering and death on the ci*o.is 
and the glories that  ivou13 follol,~. 

I 
And the apostles preach only JESUS 
Christ, crucified and risen. They 
went out into the \vorId with thc! 
llTord of the Cross. ivhich is I'ool- 
ishness to those perishing, but a 
poi\-er of God to all who believe, 

Jesus' sojoiir,l on earth ivas no:h- 
ing but a continual suffering. R c  
\\-as born in abject poverty an11 
never clainled more of the goods of 
this ivol*ld than was needed for His  
bare esistence. He was the sinless 
One among sinners. never untle1.- 
stood, always dezpisecl. hatecl. re- 
jected aild cast out. The cross cask 
its shado~r  01-er His whole life, for 
from His early youth He kneu- tha! 
He niust do His Father's business. 
Who can fathom the anguish of 

soul that accompanied even the 
signs of the miracles He perform- 
ed? He came, not to do IIis own 
will, but the will of His Fatheis 
Who sent Him. And the zeal of 
God's house deroured Him. 

His suffering \\.as unique, for He' 
willingly bore the n-rath of God 
against the sill of mankind. He 
~villfully took our sins upon Hini- 
self and became a c11rs2 for 11s. BP- 
cause He was the sinkss One, the 
obedient Servant, He  cou1:l pay the 
ransom for our sins. EIe destroyed 
the powel. of sin and cleath and 
merited for  us eternal life. 1-11] Hi4 
life I!e suffered to bring us to God. 

The Church glories in her con- 
fession. 

Jesus is not a mere example, tha* 
we should follow in 13s steps. Xo 
man, borll of sin, can ever imitat-l 
the life of the  suffering Servali~ 
of God. \lTe need more than an 
esample. \Ve need a Redeemas. 
a Savioul-. 

He is not the greatest of all teach- 
ers. IIe is the IlTord which I]?- 
came flesh : the greatest of all L!~L 

l~rophcts. of \l??n~n God says : Hear 
ye Iiim. I-Ie is the Way, for Ife is 
the Truth and i1i:- Life. 

11e was not a g!.ent 1x:ilanthro- 
pist..or the ~vorld's greatest huniad 
ist, \ ~ ~ I i o  came to iniprov~ colidi- 
tions in this ~\-oricl of iniquit~-. Hc 
came to deliver us from darkness 
to light, and from death into life 
eternal. 

Ile did not merely make salva- 
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tion possible. T-Ie redeemed 11s 

and saves us from our sins. He in  
the good Shepherd \Vho laid d o ~ ~ n  
His life for I-Iis sheep, so that  I le 
may gather them unto Ilimself into 
the folds of heavenly g1ol.y. 

He accomp1ishe:l all sufferinx. 
IIe macle an  cnd of all our suffels- 
ings in the flesh, so that  n'c car 
glory in t~.ibulation, knoiring tha: 
tribulation lrorks patience, and pat - 
ience ~vorks a hope that will not 1;c 

put to shame. 

In Him we are more t11an con- 

querors, even in the midst of all 
the sufferings of this present time. 
For. we suffer with Him that w e  
inay also be glorified with IIinl. 

This is a faithful saying: H e  
suffered ! 

' Tote the interpretation of this article 
ill Lord's Day 37 of our Heicle1be1.g Cate- 
ehisnl. The question is asked: What 
dost thou understand by these words? 
"He suffe~ed"? To which the answer 
is given: Th;qt He. all the time that H e  
lived on earth. but especially at the end 
of His life. sustainetl in body and soul, 
the wrath of God agai12st the sins of all 
mankind. 

~rould die and that He n.oul?l 
arise again oil the third day. 
But they \\-ere still silch "fools 
and slo~v of heart to understand" 
sillce they still anticipated an 
eai-thly kingdom which I-Ie ~voi~lcl 
establish. But He hacl died. 
Their minds were filled with 
confusion, they still held to their 
faith that He  \\-a3 the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. Now 
their confusion is o~ily aggl-e- 
v a t ~ d  by the report that T-Ic is 
 rise:^. 

So one hat1 seen the resul.i.cc- 
Utterly amazing was that first tion. There had been eye-witnesses 

announcement: *'Christ i s  Iiiser,". present \\.hen Jesus raised other.; 
No one expected it. 'I'rue it i.; flpm thc cleacl. Janles ant1 John 

that  Jesus has plainly spoliell could \-ouch for the fact that I-Ie 
His disciples of the fact that He had raised the daughter of Jai~.us. 
would be delivered into the hal~cls The disciples had heen present 
of sinners to bc rrucitied, that t I c  wllen tile young man of Nail1 nlld 

- 'i- 
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Lazarus were raised. But no one ciples. Yet it is all so utterly a- 
had seen Jesus come forth out of mazing. 
t h e  grave. No one knew just when Il'hich makes it so absolutely 
1Ie had risen. An angel had come certain. 
down and rolled the stone atyay Unbelief can only deny the re- 
with the touch of his hand, putting surrection by ignoring all the facts 
t h e  guards to flight. They had no of the case. 
other testimony than the vacated The fact is, that  no human hand 
tomb and the I\-ord of the angel. 1.01letl away the stone from the 

No one ever heard of such u grave. The first eye-\vitness found 
thing. They had heard of others the grave opened, the grave clothes 
being raised from the dead; had undisturbed, the tomb zealously 
,even seen i t  happen before their* guarded from intruders by heaven- 
ve ry  eyes. But until now no oile ly emmissaries. 
had ever heard of a dead man actu- Again the fact is, that  the angels 
ally rising in his oivn power from a t  the tomb announce to those who 
the dead. seek Jesus, that  He is not there, 

No one could give a satisfactory but is ?.isen from the dead. They 
account of it. The rumor made its invite then1 to enter and to see 
rounds that  His body had been \\-it11 their own eyes the place where 
stolen. That was the report spread the Lord had made His resurrec- 
by the soldiers. That was thc first tion. 
confused account of Mary Magclcz- Another fact is, that He appear- 
lene, later to be corrected by her- ed to His followers, not once but 
self. But eliminating this rumol., ~.epeatedly, when they 11-ere f a r  
and holding to the repo1.t that  11c fi.orn expecting it. He showed them 
\\-as risen, where vias He? If Iic that  He \tTas risen in the same body 
was risen, why did He  not walk in which ,He had died. IIe con- 
t h e  streets of Jerusalem, 01' why vinced them that  this body \$-as, 
had He not come to seek His refuge nevertheless, changed, for He was 
by disciples? Why was it that no more of the earth earthy. 
He suddenly made His appearance These facts must be accepted in 
to some of them, and equally sud- simple, true faith, 01. otherwise 
clenly disappeared again out of must be deliberately denied in un- 
their sight? Why could no one belief. For these, too, belong to 
give a satisfactoly account of ho~v the things that  no eye hath seen, 
Hc looked? And why had He for- no ear  hath heard, and never en- 
bidden Mary to touch Him? tered into the heart of man: the 

"He is Risen!" A spark of hope things which God reveals unto 
flares up in the hearts of the dis- those who fear Him. 

- 8- 
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Let unbelief say that  the body 
was stolen: it can never prove its 
contention. Again, let i t  say that  
He arose only in the hearts and 
minds of His disciples. The facts 
a re  against it. 

By faith \ire say, with the Word 
of God as our support: The Lord 
is risen indeed ! 

Glorious r e s ~ r ~ e e t i o n .  
He arose. The Son of God \Vho 

came into the likeness of our sin- 
ful flesh went through death and 
the grave to arise again on the 
third day. By that  ~esurrection 
He is poiverfully proven to be the 
Son of Gocl. 

God raised Hinl up. As a divine, 
seal on His accomplished work on 
the cross, God raised Him from 
the dead to take Him into heavenly 
glory. 

He appeared in a nen- body. Hc 
lqeceived a perfect body out o f  
death. He  arose in a heavenly 
body. He now possesses a glorious 
body before the face of the Father. 

The dawn of the nen- Day has  
come. The firstfruit of those who 
sleep in the  Lord is gathered in. 
We shall be like Him when He re- 
turns with the clouds of heaven. 

Death is s~vallolr-ed up in victol'y- 
Hallelujah! He  is Risen ! 

By Rev. H. De Fi701f - Manhattan, Montana. 

Conzi7zg Afte.i. Jesw. sure that  n7e a re  not followilig 

Everyone will admit that  if we 
are to come after Jesus, we must 
know Him. For  we are to come 
after HIM:  not after a Jesus of 
our o m  imagination, who after all 
is only an idol. but after  Jesus Who 
is truly the Christ. We must there- 
fore know Him as Ire is. [He alone 
is able to tell us who He is, and 

after a n  idol but truly after Him. 
For  to come after  Him means that  
I walk behind Him, in His foot- 
steps. in the way which He has 
prescribed for me in His IVord. 
Always, in that  Word, Jesus is go- 
ing before us. And in the constant 
searching of that  \fiord we see Him 
as  .He goes before us and we know 

if rye a re  to come after  EIim then. the \ray in which He walks and t h e  
we must first of all and always be way in \vhich Itre must walk to  

- 9 -  
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come after Him. If I would come not suficient; that is only the first 
af ter  Jesus I must aln-ays have an step. There is also a cross that 
ansKer to the question : Where is must be taken up and borne. And 
Jesus? I must have that answer in that  cross is not to be conceived of 
all my life, in all circumstances in a general sense as though it 
and relationships, in my work, in ~vould signify the measure of suf- 
the home, in the  church and in the felaing that is common to every 
world in which I have been called individual in the world. But that 
by His grace to reveal and to con- cross is the cross of Christ as it 
fess His name. overshadows those who cling to it. 

llrould you come after Jesus'! Not a cross of atonement, for that 
Be not too hasty in your asser- cross only Christ alone could and 

tion. That means a very difficult did bear. But the cross of Chris! 
way. ~ h r e ' e  things a re  constantly as  the expression of the hatred of 
required: let him deny himself- all the forces of darkness. They 
let him take up his cross-and fol- hated Him and to express their 
low Jesus. And if only now the hatred they nailed Him to the 
Lord had said that  xire should deny ci*oss. And they hate those that- 
ourselves something, the mattel* come after  Him because He is in 
would not seem so hopeless. ~ u t  them and becomes manifest in  
to deny one's self, that  is very- diffi- them. This cross is therefore the 
cult indeed. For that means that reproach and pel-secutio~l of the 
self is a n  enemy that  stands in t]le world. And if you come after  
way of being Jesus' disciple. That Jesus, then you must take i t  up. 
means that  that  self must be put You may not seek to evade it or 
down, trampled under foot, illorti- to compromise with the world anrl 
fied. Never may that  self be allow- its prince. But you must take it 
ed to boast, never may it have the up and manifest thereby that  yog 
satisfaction of its evil desires. Self choose the reproach of Christ rath- 
must  be denied. And that  ilnplies el' than the friendship of the wick- 
the  willing on our part  to be noth- ed. And then, when you have tak- 
ing  in the eyes of others, to hav? en u]> that cross, follow Jesus. 
no  honor and praise of men, f o ~  Are you coming after Jesus? 
t h e  sake of our Lord. Yes, i t  Would you always do that?  
means, if need be, to  part  with life Remember, the birds have nests 
itself. "For \vhosoevei. will save and the foxes have holes but the 
his  life shall lose it", and "What is Son of &Ian hath not where to lay 
a man profited if he shall gain the His head. Remember, he that will 
whole world and lose his own soul?" not forsake father and mother, 
But  there is more. Self-denial is brother and sister, wife and child, 

- 10 - 
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houses and land, he is not worthy be popular when we come after 
of l i e ;  he does not and cannot Him. We might as  well realize 
come after Jesus. that  right now; i t  \rill save us bit- 

Shall we still, in the  face of all t e r  disappointment later on. The 
this, come after Jesus? way is not easy, nay, i t  is most 

These things are  real. We meet difficult. But we know that His 
with them every day in our life grace is sufficient. And when by 
in the midst of th.e wwld. Our His  grace we come after Him, then 
sinful self always plagues- us and by that  same grace He upholds us  
we are constantly being tempted and brings us to the glorious end 
on every side by the powers of which He has promised. For com- 
darkness. We are  scorned an4 ing after  Him, we shall find Him. 
derided by the children of darkness Some day we shall be where I-Ie is 
who revel in the pleasures of sin. now-. 
Jesus isn't popular and u-e can't Forever in glory! 

I read with interest and approval 
the letter of Jim Van Wedden in 
our March Beacon Lights, in which 
he suggests that  a Conve~ition of 
our Young People's Societies be 
held bhis year. And yet, while I 
appreciate the spirit in which Mr. 
Van Weelden makes his proposal, 
it seems to me that  ure should look 
a t  this matter not alone from a n  
ideal but also from a practical point 
of view. 

I agree with him, that  a con- 
vention is desirable, but only i f  .it 
be a convention. By this I mean 
that having a mass meeting, or  a 
meeting of delegates from Michi- 
gan and Illinois, without our west- 
ern members being represented, 
would not be a convmtiorb, neither 

should we call i t  such. Nor would 
a meeting of this kind, erroneously - 

called a convention, be fair to our 
sister societies in Pella, Oskaloosa, 
and Manhattan; societies which 
joined our Federation, in spite of 
the desire of the League of West- 
ern Young People's Societies to 
Federate as  a n  Eastern and Ifrest- 
ern League. 

This convention, then, must be 
a convention representing aU of 
our societies, a t  which all have an  
equal representation and at which 
all have an equal voice in the de- 
liberations. I t  follo\vs also, there- 
fore, that, in spite of the present 
emergency, an  equal opportunity 
must be given t o  all our societies 
t o  send delegates to this conven- 
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tion. This means, in effect, that  
the  convention must expect to pay 
the  tra\-eling expenses of the dele- 
gates from the various societies, 
eve11 though these expenses may 
be much larger than in former 
years 11-hen these tr ips could be 
made by automobile. 

Assuming then t h a t  the dele- 
gates from Chicago could come by 
automobile and that those from 
Pella, Oskaloosa and illanhattan 
would come by bus, which is far  
cheaper than by train, the cost for 
traveling alone would be a t  least 
$315.00. which togeth~,. with the 
other necessary expenscs woulrl 
make the average assessment pcc 
society a t  least $30.00, assuming, 
of course, that all the societies 
whether present or  not \I-oulcl yet 

assume their share of the  assess- 
ment. 

The question, a s  to whether or 
not, due to  present conditions, our 
young people 11-ould be able to take 
the time to come, I purposely onlit 
for I feel confident that  each so- 
ciety can find a t  least four mem- 
bers who can do so. 

I t  is not nly purpose in this let- 
ter  to discourage a convention, but 
to place the racts before our 'so- 
cieties in order that  with t h t  -acts 
before them they may be able to 
judge intelligently of the facts, to 
assume the financial burden and 
to malte the 1944 convention a suc- 
CUSS. 

Fraternally yours, 
James IIowerzyl 

Vice-Pres.-Federation Board. 

Open Forum 
PELL.4- be there a s  we have always found our  

conventions worthwhile. 
The matter  of having a convention this 

With Christian Greetings. 
summer was brought before our Society. 

Y. P. S.-Pella, Iowa. 
In  our  opinion it  u,ould be alright to go 

ahead and have a convention for  those * t * a 

who can come, but with traveling con- 
TiA1,AhIAZOO- 

ditions a s  they a r e  now, making it almost 
impossible fo r  some of our outlying So- As secretaw of our Y. P. S., I am re- 

cieties to attend, we \\-ould suggest hav- porting tha t  we have discussed the mat-  

ing the costs of the convention assessed te r  of voting for  Federation officers. 
only to the Societies able to attend. However, inasmuch a s  our society is 

We do not knou. a s  yet  if u7e would very much interested in the possibilitieo 
be able to  attend. We would have to of having a convention this year, we 
see hotv traveling conditions a re  a t  that have not yet  cast our votes. 

time. But if i t  is a t  all possible, we'll All members of our  society a r e  very 



much in favor of a convention this year 
and are \\.hole-heartedly in agreement 
~ 4 t h  the opinion voiced in Open Forum 
in the March Issue of .Beacon Lights. 
We are sure that a couple clays of chris- 
tian fellowship ill the way of a conven- 
tion would be of great  benefit to all and 
that  all efforts set forth in that  behalf 
would be richly rewarded. We hope that  
pians for  a convention can be \vorked out. 

With Christian Love, 
Y. 1'. S.-Kalamazoo, blich. 

. i t  our last Y. 1'. S. meeting, :he mat- 
ter  of har ing a convetltion was discussed 
and it  \\-as decided tha t  our Society is 
very much in favor of having a conve!l- 
tion this gear. 

Sincere1 y yours, 
Y. 1'. S.-Holland. AIich. 

I 

* * * 2 

SOUTH HOLL.%ND- 

scribes a convention of delegates per 
year. W e  do not believe that even ad- 
visors have a right to advise acting con- 
t rary to  the  constitution. We believe 
fur ther  that  our Federation should hare  

convened during the past  two years. are 
believe i t  is  and was possible. The Chr. 
Ref. Societies and Young People meet in 
regional conventions, and have done so 

even last fall. The worldly federations 
and unions and clubs meet regularly, aud 
their members come from all over the 
U. S. A. If they call meet regularly, so 
can we. S o  our Society passed the 
follo\ving: 

Be i t  decided to express our disapprov- 
al of the action of our Federation Board 
in canceling our annual conventiol!. 

Fraternally yours, 
Y. P. S.-South Holland, Ill. 

OAK LAWS- 

We, the Y. P. S. of Oak Lawn. Illinois. 
have decided that  we should hare a con- 
rention this year! 

.-It our Yocng Pcople's Society nleeting 
of last Sunday ererdng, we discussed the 
letter we received from the board and 
tke prosy ballot. Our Society debated a s  
to whether we could conscientiously vote 
as  we are  requested ta do. Not because 
we  a re  against voting for new board 
members, but because we consider i t  to 
be a poor and \t7rong basis for voting by 
prosy. We have a constitutional \\-as, 
adopted by all our societies, to vote for  
a Board. That  constitutional \vay pre- 

Sincerely yours. 
Y. P. S.--Oak La\vn. Ill. 

HOPE- 

Concerning the matter  of a convention 
our society decided a t  our last meeting 
to advise the board to hold a conrention. 

Sincerely yours, 
Y. P. S.-Hope, Mich. 

13 - 
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Editor's Desk 
In response to the article placed 

in the Open Forum in our March 
issue regarding the Convention ancl 
also as  a result of the action taken 
by the Federation Board in pre- 
senting a plan for voting for new 
board members without a conven- 
tion, many letters were received 
from various societies and are  pub- 
lished in the Open Forum in this 
issue. - 

I n  1939 our Federation was or- 
ganized and held its first conven- 
tion in Souht Holland, Ill. In 194'1 
Fuller Ave. acted as  Host Society 
and our convention delegates en- 
joyed a brief stay in Grand Rapids. 
I n  1941 Oak L a n a  invited us to 
be its guests a t  our third annual 
convention. . Our coliventions lvel.3 
wonderful ! They served their pur- 
pose-binding our hearts to get he^. 
in Christian love and fellonrship ! 

But in 1912 we were all dis- 
appointed. Plans x-ere in the mak- 
ing for  a convention a t  Roosevelt 
Park. But things had changed. 
Our country was a t  war, and as  
Rev. I-Ianlio wrote in his eclitovial 
in the Oct. 1942 issue of Beacon 
Lights, "It xvould have been fool- 
hardy to shut our eyes to the real- 
ity of things." The Host Society 
informed the  Board of its c1esi1.c 
to call off the convention ancl the 
Board made its decision. This was 
not done, however, without careful 
consideration. All societies were 

contacted. Two of our western 
societies replied that  they definite- 
ly were not coming, one Michigan 
Society wrote that  they were doubt- 
ful and s e ~ e r a l  societies failed to 
respond a t  ali. If a t  that  time, the 
Board had received the encourag- 
ing letters i t  now received, we 
would, 110 doubt, have had a con- 
vention in '42. 

But many questions still remain. 
Our two Illinois societies and mos.; 
of our Michigan societies have re- 
sponded favLrably to  plans for a 
convention, but will Iowa be there? 
And Manhattan? And then, too. 
wTill everyone that  can come, be 
present? Will everyone be willing 
to give up other, less important 
pleasures in order to attend this- 
our Fourth Convention? 

The Federation Board meets a- 
gain next week. And you may b~ 
szrre that  your Board Members will 
carry out the desires of the So- 
cieties l~epresented in our Federa- 
tion ! 

The article entitled "Reforma- 
tion in Randolph" which appeared 
in the prcvious issue of Beacon 
Lights was written by Mrs. Peter 
Taminga better known to Grand 
Rapids people as Hilda Wiersma. 
Through error the author's name 
was omitted when the article was 
published. 
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The Reformed 
The Reformed l17itness ,Hour is 

approaching the close of another 
season. . I t  has been a very success- 
ful season, which has not only wit- 
l~essed the expansion of our pro- 
gram within our own cil-cles, but 
which has also introduced our pro- 
gram to many new listeners out- 
side the scope of our denomination. 
The committee has especially been 
pleased with the response received 
from our Chicago station 11' J J D. 

This encouraging response can 
perhaps be best illustrated by the 
following excerpts from three let- 
ters all written on March 26. 

A listener in Chicago writes, 

. . . .I would like to express my 
sincere appreciation for the truly 
God-glorifying radio program 
that you sponso1- each Sunday 
afternoon. Here in Chicago 
many of us listen regularly to  
the Reformed Witness Hour and 
the rich sermons which Rev. 14. 
Hoeksema delivers are  a real in- 
spiratioll to those who love the 
Reformed, God-centered truth. 
May 1 also compliment jrou on 
the type of music used 011 yon!. 
programs. In these days when 
the superficial Arminian hymns 
seem to be the fad on most re- 
ligious programs i t  is good to 
hear your choir sing the beauti- 
ful psalms. Keep i t  up! 

Witness Hour 
A Wisconsin listener writes : 

As a student for the christiaxl 
ministry I have found your pro- 
gram rich in thought and de- 
livered in an  edifying manner 
and potent with spiritual know- 
ledge toward the glorification of 
the Sovereign God. Broadcasts 
such as  the Reformed Witness 
Hour make one proud of his Re- 
formed heritage and make on;? 
understand that  Calvinistic doc- 
trine is not dead but still alive 
and valuable for the salvation 
of men and the glorification of' 
God. May your program in- 
crease until its influenae covers ' 
our ti-hole land. 

And another from Chicago writes : 

1 look fonvard every Sunday 
afternoon to  hear the word o f  
God preached over this station 
a t  that  hour. I t  surely has been 
a blessing to  me to  get this. 
spiritual food so clearly and dis- 
tinctly that  I can hear every 
word that  is spoken. 

We a r e  sure that  you will agree 
that letters such as  these warrant 
our continuing on the a i r  nest 
season. if possible over an e q a n d -  
ed network. And we, therefore, 
ask for your prayers and support 
for our efforts in witnessing t h e  
Reformed Truth. 
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Curren t Events 
By Rev. J .  A .  Heys  

&an& Rrqn'ds, Il,lic.it. 

Tlte Il'rcy is Gei.i..g Pi-elmred. they are playing in the fulfillment 

Space did not permit in last 
month's Beacon Lights to clevelol~ 
the idea brought forth that our 
world is getting smaller and that 
coilsequently those tir-o signs of' 
the coming of Christ, namely, the 
spreading of the Gospel to the fouls 
corfiers of the earth and the rise 
of the Antichristian world empire, 
a re  closer to their realization. A 
fenr additional remarks can be 
made now before we consitler the 
more specific current events. 

Bs was stated in last month's 
Beacon Lights, places formerly iii- 

accessible to  missionaries and oth- 
ers are now made aczessible thru 
the use of the airplane. This i l l  

t u r n  serves both the rise of the 
coming antichristian kingdom and 
t h e  spreading of the Gospel. Yet 
I ~vonder if our soldiers, sailors 
and marines as  they are  fighting 
this \ralq and hacking their way 
thru jungles, making highways to 
the interior of the izlands of the 
sea, and as they lay new roads 
thru the desert wastes and over 
mountain ranges, realize the role 

of C,od.'s counsel. God is certainly 
using them t o  prepare the way for 
the preaching of the Gospel to the 
heathen tribes which formerly 
could not be approached. Perhaps 
me may expect a brief period of 
fruitful foreign missionary activ- 
ity after this vrar during which 
God's chosen people in distant lands 
shall be called out of the darkness 
into God's marvellous light. On 
the other hand. this war itself. 
apart from the roads and inven- 
tions that are achieved tliru it, is 
bringing the nations closer to- 
gether and thus paving the way 
for the realization of that  \irorld- 
\vide antichristian kingdom. When 
we look a t  this n-ar in that light, 
especially when we as soldiers. 
sailors and marines \vho are  fight- 
ing this war  and as loved ones of 
these soldiers, sailors and marinps 
consider what we and they are do- 
ing in that  light, we can under- 
stand somewhat more clearly why 
we must be separated from our 
loved ones and lay clo\vn our lives 
in this bloody, cruel n-ar. It all 
seems so useless and such a waste 
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of life and material. But n-e kno:~ 
that  God never cloes anything that  
is foolish or  not necessary for the 
realization of IIis counsel. The 
unbeliever will mock and say, "So. 
you believe that  a Gocl of lore leads 
you into all this misery and woe?" 
The believer answelSs, "Yes, IIe 
loves His people, and wills that 
eveiy one of His own. even though 
they live 011 the fa r  corners of the 
earth, may come to the light and 
believe in His Son, He is using me 
in this cvar to realize tile spreading 
of the Gospel to  these objects of 
Kis love. He loves me, too. I am 
convinced, and in that  love He will 
send His Son in the last clays to 
u h e r  in a glorious killgdoni for 
me. I-Te is using me in this war  to 
prepare the way for the rise of the 
antichristian kingdom ~ h i c h  must 
needs come, according to I-Iis coun- 
sel, before His Soil can come to 
judge the quick and the dead and 
restore all things." Considered in 
that light there is solnething glori- 
ous in serving in the al.n~ed forces 
of our land, for it is serving God 
and tlw ~ealization of IIis counsel 
and t h ~ u  the welfare of Sion. 

From all appearances Germany 
is deliberately weakening the east- 
ern front to prepare for the es- 
pected invasion from the west. The 
Russian army is a t  this writing 
\\.el\ over seventy five nliles inside 

the old Polish border and is Itnock- 
ing a t  the door of Rumania wit11 
its cannon fire. Yet the Germans 
are  holding tenaciously to the ruins 
of the Italian city of Cassino. With 
1:s it is still street to street fight- 
ing although the whole town of 
Cassino has been demolished in a 
bombing attack. The Russians on 
the other hand seem to have the 
Germans in desperate flight. I s  it 
because the  Russians are such sup- 
erior fighters while our soldiers 
are no nlatch for the Germans? 
That might be the answer were i t  

a Ions. not fol. a few other consider t' 
The fact that we are  fighting in 
mountainous country while the 
eastern portion of Russia and the 
\vestern poi-tions of Poland and 
Rumania are more open country 
should be taken into consideration. 
Besides Hitler may be convince:l 
that he can hurl our invasion back 
into the sea. At that he may be 
right and have good reasons. He 
~~eal ized himself that he coulcl not 
cross over into Englancl and there- 
fore he  never tried it. He may be 
recalling h i s  troops from the east- 
ern front and making one supreme 
gamble for victory by massing all 
the men he can spare in thc west 
to hurl the invasion back. That 
nlay be the  reason for Russia's 
recent amazing successes.   having 
hurled us back Hitler perhaps fig- 
ures that  then he can turn his at- 
tention to Russia and even sue for 
an  armistice. 
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What Is a Neutral Nation? 

An interesting development of 
=cent days was the refusal of Ire- 
land to espel Axis diplomats in 
that  counltry. Ireland has chosen 
to play the role of a neutral nation 
taking sides with neither the Allies 
nor the Axis. 4 s  such i t  has be- 
come a pipeline for information 
to the Axis. Axis spies under the 
name of "Diplomats" gather thew 
to  discover what they can of our 
invasion preparations. The l iws 
of many of our loved ones may de- 
pend upon this action of Ireland, 
for if Germany hmows the day and 
hour and exact spot we have chosen 
for  the invasion, her preparation 
fo r  the onslaught can be the great- 
e r  and more thorough. Naturally 
we faror  the expulsion of these 
spies. But do we have the right 
to demand this? Are we not by 
this demand trying to force Ire- 
land to  become our ally? Are \ve 
then respecting her  neutrality? 
From Ireland's side there is an- 
other angle to  consider. By ex- 
pelling these Axis agents the lives 
of many American and English 
soldiers will be spared, but by not 
expelling them the lives of many 
German soldiers \\?ill be spared. 
As a neutral nation, Irelancl must 
feel for the loved ones and the life 
of the Axis as well a s  those of the 
Allies. 

Of course we would be morc than 
pleased to have Ireland drive out 

these German and Japanese spies. 
hut may we demand this of Ire- 
land? May we enforce economic 
.sanctions upon her? You may say. 
"Let Ireland expel all foreign diplo- 
mats, Allied and Axis, both, and 
that  will make i t  fair." But are  
we not morally obliged first  of a11 
to recall all our spies in neutral 
Turkey and in Spain and Portugal? 
We think nothing of making use 
of neutral nations to spy on the 
enemy. I s  i t  right then to call a 
11at.ion unneutral when the enemies 
spies have the adrantage due to no 
fault of tha t  nation? What is a 
neutral nation? And can Ireland 
help i t  if, due to her geographical 
position, she is more profitable to 
the Axis' diplomats than to the 
Allied diplomats in her land? Other 
neutral countries due to their geo- 
g?.aphial position are  more profit- 
able to  us, and unless we would ap- 
pimove of Germany's demand that  
they expel our diplomats we have 
no right to apply econonlic s a n c ~  
tions to Ireland no matter how 
much we desire t o  have these Axi.3 
diplomats expelled. 
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A Useful Skeleton 
By Mr. C.  De Boer - Kalammoo, Mich. - 

Many centuries ago, e17en prior of small plants called ulgae, \vhich 
to the time of Christ, in the region frequently covered their surfaces. 
of the eastern Meditcrsanean Sea, also the fact that  the cell walls did 
many men were busily engaged in not contain cellulose as  is charact- 
a profitable occupation. Both eristic of plants aided in determill 
Homer and Plato refer to this busi- ing their proper classification. X 
ness in their writings. Daily work- further proof might be in the case 
ers left the shores to seek their of the young, for they a re  active!!- 
livelihood in obtaining certain swimming larvae. 
organisms growing on the bottom Did you ever realize that  when 
of the sea. Already in the age of you were using an  ordinary sponge 
Aristotle, diving suits were used for bathing o r  for cleaning pur- 
for  this purpose. What marine poses that  you were applying a 
specimens furnished the incentive skeleton of a sea animal? Aftn3ir 
for such a hazardous undertaking'! the sponges have been harvested. . 
Certainly not the mere love of ad- they are  buried in  the warm sand 
venture could incite this dangerous or esposed to  the sun until the 
employment. . At dusk the return- flesh is dried and the process of 
ing ships offered the solution, for decomposition is complete. Only 
an  observer would see the gather- the framework remains, and this 
ed treasures of the day-a harvest consists of numerous bony struc- 
of sponges! tures called spicules. Varied and 

Again the age-old question arises peculiar are  their shapes, for some 
-"Are they plants or  anin~als?" are like stars or  crosses, others ap- 
Because of their stati0nal.y habits, pear as arrows, pick-axes, spools 
their bright coloration, often green, or sno~+~-crystals. These skeletons 
and their branched shapes, they may be divided into three groups, 
were considered to be members of depending upon the composition of 
the plant kingdom for  many years. their frame~vork; some consist of 
In  fact, it ivasn't uiltil the middle lime, others of horny-like material. 
of the 19th century that they \irere which still others are  made of ? 

correctly classified a s  animals, for silicious or  glassy substance. 
then conclusive proof was estnb- I t  might be interesting to 11ot~ 
lished that their essential qualities that  onls two parts in every on? 
were those belonging to the animai hundred thousand parts  of water 
realm. I t  was discovered that the are  silica, and that  a sponge musf 
-green color was due to the gleowth imbibe oIle ton of 11-ater to procluce 

--1$J- -- 
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one ounce of silicous spicules. Sonw 
sponges rise to the height of several 
feet and there is one recorder1 
which x-sighs over 150 pounds af- 
ter the removal of the liquid. 

Sponges reproduce asexunlly by 
forming small beeds n-hich brealr 
off and attach themselves to son12 
object on the sea bottom, and tha, 

3 ence. a new organism begins exi - t  
Another method of propagating the 
species is  the sexual form of re- 
production. Minute eggs are  pi'o- 
duced within the jelly-like mass of 
sponge tissue. \Vithin the sanv  
sponge sperm cells a re  also formed 
and these fertilize the eggs. Then 
the fertilized egg is ejected from 
the body of the  sponge ant1 is car- 
ried by the current. After the egg 
reaches maturity i t  produces a free 
swimming larvae equipped with . I  

tail. 
I t  n-as ciistomaly for the ILom- 

ans to carry sponges on their long 
marches a s  a means of quenching 
the soldiers' thirst. The sponge 
has great powers of absol.ption 
and thus could supply the neces- 
sary liquid for the trip. ( I n  the 
New Testament. there are  a t  leas! 
three references to the sponge al 
the time of Christ's cruciiision). 
In addition, the Romans also used 
them to erase the errors made in 
writing. One example is citecl of 
a Roman AIartiaI who sent a poem 
to Caesar Augustiis and accorr- 
panied it with a spongi  so that he 
could obliterate any phrases n*hich 

would not be favorable. In thost? 
clays, as  well as today, sponges 
were used lal-gely for bathing and 
cleansing.. 

Some species of sponges sur-  
~'ounrl or engulf the shells of oysters 
and dissolve the entire contents. 
Another species known a s  Cliona 
Sulphurea has the ability to eat 
illto hard marble, dissolving this 
substance a s  i t  continues to bore 
its way and attaches itself firmly 
to this foundation. 

Current high prices of sponges 
a re  explainable i n  view of two fac- 
tors. In the first place. the spong:> 
I~cds have been carelessly esp1oite:i 
and thus the supply has unneces- 
sarily 1)ee.l exhausted: and second- 
ly, a certain fungus disease nladr 
its appearance in 1938 and within 
two years destroyed apl~rozrin~ately 
7.5 percent of all sponges off the 
coast of Florida and in the region 
of the West Indies. Fortunately, 
this disease disappeared just as 
rapidly as  i t  came, for there is no 
human method of control. 
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Grand Rapids, April 3, 1944 dianletrically different from the wars of 

Dear F e l l o ~ ~ ~ s :  this world. Christ fought the  battle, not 

In a few days from the date of this 
tvriting it  n.ill be Easter. 

Of all the names that a re  given t o  the 
Christian holidays I like Easter least of 
all. Christmas, Good Friday, Ascensio,~ 
Day, Pentecost,-they all  express some 
Christian meaning. And among them all 
the name Easter sounds strange, incow 
gruous, absurd, heathenish. No wonder 
one can speak of "Easter eggs" just as 
~vel l  a s  of "Easter joy". . . . 

Don't tell me that  the nanl;. occurs ill 
the Bible. fo r  i t  shouldn't. I t  is t rue 
that  in our .%uthorized Version ~t accurs 
once (Acts 12:4), but there i t  should 
have been translated I'assover, a s  hap- 
pily it was rendered in the Revised Ver- 
sion. 

Why not call i t  Resurrection-Day. or 
The Lord's Day, or Victory-Day? 

Yes, indeed, Victory-Day would be very 
suitable. And it may be well fo r  us  in 
these days, especially also fo r  you fel- 
lo~r-s in  our armed forces, to  think of it 
in that  light. 

Not, you understand. a s  if this Victory 
Day has anything in common with the 
present world conflict, o r  with the boast- 
ing of the mighty of this world tha t  they 
shall gain the victory over their enemies 

against flesh and blood, neither fo r  car- 
nal and worldly ends, f o r  power and 
aggrandizement, or even for  everlasting 
peace and prosperity in this world, bat 
for the righteousness of God, and against 
the powers of darkness. to overcome the 
devil, sin, and death, and to establish His 
onn  eternal kingdom of perfect peace 
and everlasting glory. He fought the 
battle, and He won. His victory is com- 
plete. Sin is  blotted out. Death is swal- 
lowed up  in victary. Eternal righteous- 
ness is  established. rind His resurrection 
i s  God's testimony from heaven to the 
fact that  He won the battle, and that  He, 
and that,  too. a t  the head of His people. 
a s  the Captain of their salvation, the 
Author and Finisher of their faith, is 
worthy t o  enter into the  glory of immor- 
tality, eternal life. And by faith we 
enter into I-Iis victory. and have right- 
eousness and eternal life i n  Him. . . . 

Of course. when most of you read this 
letter, "Easter" is already a thing of the 
past. But the victory \re have in Christ 
is sure and everlasting. It never will be 
a thing of the past. No power of t?te 
world can ever disannul it ,  o r  take i t  
away from us. May you fe1lon.s u i t h  us 
continuously celebrate this abiding Vic- 
tory Das! - - 

by an arm of flesh, by means of guns 
Be assured of our constant remem- 

and tanks and bombers. The victory 7f 
brance of you all in our prayers. 

the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
marked, indeed, the end of a very serious 
and terrible conflict. But it was a battle 

-4s ever your friend, 

Rev. H. Hoeksema. 
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Dear Christian Friends: 

I just received the February issue of 
Beacon Lights, and, having some free 
t ime  I've already read most of the in- 
spiring articles. The arrival of Deacon 
Lights is always most welcome with me 
and I know it i s  with all our service men. 

I've been stationed a t  Westover Field, 
Mass. since the first week in November. 
Before t h a t  I trayelled over much of the 
U. S. The field is situated on quite a 
large table of land and is alnlost com- 
pletely .surrounded by  mountains. Al- 
though our eastern mountains a re  nei- 
ther  a s  high, nor a s  majestic a s  the 
Rockies (which I've also had the privi- 
lege to see), they a r e  very beautiful. 
.According to the inhabitants here, this 
is even more true in the Spring and 
Summer. Truly, we must marvel a t  the 
handiwork of our God in His creation. 
Upon arrival here, with a Bombardment 
.Group we c o n t i n u d  our training for 
x e r s e a s  duty, which was begun a t  Davis 
Monthan Field, Arizona. Shortly before 
;he Group left I was placed in the Hos- 
pital with a n  eye ailment. Had it  not 
been for  this s tay in the Hospital I un- 
doubtedly would be son~eivhere in the 
European Theatre. 

Due to my many changes in location 
the Beacon Lighta have gone the long 
way in finding me. I cannot say that  
Beacon Lights was "off the beam" a s  i t  

-was all my faul t  f o r  not informing you. 
Again I want to  express my apprecia- 

:ion f o r  (Beacon Lights and to all i ts  

staff and i ts  contributors, fo r  all they 
are  doing to keep us in good, spiritual 
reading material. I think I here voice 
the sentiment of all our Protestant Rr- 

formed young men in the Service. 
hlay God bless you and your labors 

and give you grace to  carry on. 

Yours in Christ, 
Cpl. Ted Howenyl  

Westover Field, Mass. 
* * * *  

Dear Friends: 
I have been receiving the Beacon Lights 

fo r  some time, and I appreciate them 
very much. dt sure has some very good 
reading material in it. 

I have been in the Army for  over five 
y e a h  and I have also been overseas, and 
wherever I go I always receive the Bea- 
con Lights. I hope I will continue to 
receive them. I le t  other fellolrs read 
them, and I want  to  thank you t e r y  
much f o r  sending them. 

Sgt. Wm. De Graff,  
Camp Van Dorn. Miss. 
* * * *  

Dear Friends: 
I have been in the navy for  19 months 

now and I haven't been on board a ship 
a s  yet. I had my boot training a t  Great 
Lakes and a f te r  a nine day leave I was 
sent down here to Norfolk. There really 
isn't a thing to do in town here so I stay 
on the base all the time. When I do go 
into town for  just a short time the 
things one sees a r e  really disgusting. 
I have been attending a Presbyterian 
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church most every Sunday, b u t  the ser- 
vices don't amount to much. 

When I f i rs t  came here for  duty I had 
two months of conlpartnlent cleaning. 
Cleaning up the barracks a f te r  some 
fellows come in from town isn't a very 
pleasant job. After  two months of tha t  
I was put on the beach crew which was 
a better job. I spent 11 months a t  this 

and I was rather tired of i t  by then. 
We had to go out in  the water and put  
wheels on our big flying boats a f te r  they 
came in from patroling the coast. Dur- 
ing the winter months this was a rather 
tough job because we were always get- 
t ing wet. I t  was a lot  of fun during the 
summer because we were in swimming 
all the time. Now for  the last four  
months I have been working in the metal 
shop and I like this work. We patch 
holes in the planes and make changes on 
the planes. This is all I will write f o r  
this time, and thanks f o r  the Beacon 
Lights. Keep up the good work. 

Gillis Vanden Berg. 
* * a * '  

Dear Friends: 
I have been receiving Beacon Lights 

fo r  quite some time now. I have been 
wanting to write but have just been 
putting i t  off. S o  now I a m  taking the 
t ime to thank you for  sending them to 
me. 1 have not been able to attend 
church services every Sunday. I have 
been to Bellflower Prot. Ref. Church 

about six times in the last 12 weeks. I t  
sure does feel good t o  be able to attend 
one of our own churches a f te r  attending 
other churches. I also have heard a few 
Navy Chaplains. They also have a very 

good sermon each Sunday for  us  boys. 
I am closing this letter in hopes af 

being with you all very soon, D. V. 
John E. Poll, 

San  Francisco, Calif. 
* * * *  

Dear Friends: . . 
I have b e r ~ i  receiving B - ! L L ? ~  Lights 

f o r  some time now and have never come 
raound to thinking you for  it, something 
I've been wanting to do for  some time. 
I enjoy very much the articles published 
in this magazine and am thankful that 
I can be somewhat connected with the  

Church through the Beacon Lights, al- 

though 1 am many miles from it. I alsr, 
receive the  Standard Bearer and i t  is 
a comfort to be able to read a good sound 
doctrine, something which is hard to  find 
in this man's army. 

I don't think there is much need in my 
saying anything about my life in  the ser- 
vice because life in the service is practic- 
ally the same wherever you go. I know 
some boys have i t  tougher than others, 
but a s  f a r  a s  a rmy life itself goes, i t  is 
practically t h e  same. a t  least I have 
foun i t  to  be tha t  way and I have been 
from coast to  coast while in t h e  States. 

Where I am now church services are  
held in the post theatre. a very unappro- 
priate place, but a f te r  all i t  isn't the 
place but what is  taught there. Natur- 
ally the sermons a r e  not like ours, but 
more or  less to satisfy everyone present. 
I surely do miss our  type of  ors ship 

and I hope before long we'll be able to 
enjoy them together again. 

A s  ever, 
Cpl. Wm. Swart. 
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A Reformation In Bellflower 
Some time previous to the yea]. 

of 1933 a Protestant Refolmmed 
Church was organizecl in Los 
Angeles, California. 

Soon after  that  there w e e  also 
people in Bellfloi\-er and vicinity 
who wcre dissatisfied with the doc- 
trine a s  preached in the Christian 
Reformed Church. IIowevei., thz 
distance to Los Angeles made this 
impractical for dairy folk. An at- 
tempt was made to rent a building 
somen-hue bet ween Bellfl xver and 
Los Angele3, but this failed to 
n-iatel-ialize as some fs,milies still 
~vould have to travel too far. 

Shortly after  that an attempt was 
made to organize a church in Bell- 
flower. Rev. I-Ioeksema was asker1 
to come and lecture and preach for 
us. This attempt a t  organizatioii 
failed, however, because of lack of 
suppol-t. 

Hen-ever, the  few families in 
B d l f l ~ \ \ ~ e r  did not lose their zeal. 
Meetings were still held during tlie 
week in the rear of a church in 
Bellflo~ver and the pastors then a t  
Los Angeles preached for us. This 
was kept up until the year 1935. 
We had the privilege to hear thc 
follo~i-ing ministel3 : Revs. Veld- 
man. 11. Kuiper and A. Cammenga. 

In the year 1935 Rev. Hoeksenla 
was again asked to come and lec- 
ture and preach for us. Another 
attempt was made to organize and 

this time it was successful. Nine 
fanlilies joined together to form a 
new church. 

An old building on Bellflow~r 
Blvd. was rented and we held 0111. 

services there. 
If I ~.emember correctly gur first 

call for our own pastor was suc- 
cessful in the person of Rev. A.  
Pettei., a t  that time a candidate. 
This all gave us new courage and 
grateful hearts. 

\Ve held our services in this 
building for a year or more, al- 
though we realized i t  ivas very un- 
suitable with its old floors, lev 
ceiling, and old leaky gas heater. 
1 am sure when Rev. Petter reads 
this i t  \\-ill revive old memories. 

At last an opportunity presented 
itself in which we could rent a 
Seventh Day Adventist Church, a 
very commodious building and cer- 
tainly a palace compared to what 
we had been used to. Again we 
were grateful. \Ye rented this 
building for $30.00 a month and 
used the building for our services 
on Sunday. Although we \+-ere al- 
loived to use it two evenings of the 
week we found i t  more convenient 
to meet in the parsonage for the 
weekly meetings and catechism 
classes. 

In 1939 our beloved pastor, Rev. 
Petter, received a call from Oska- 

(Cont. on page 32) 
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Bible Sfudy 

Outlines 
REV. GEO. LUBBERS 

Outline SSII' 

.&.4LTL C-ILLEL) UNTO AI'OSTLESHII' 

By \ I ' l~on~ C:tllecl. 1. Without a doubt 
t n e  one who here calls the apostle untn 
the apostleship is  the predominating fig- 
ure in  this portion. Fie is none other 
tnan Jesus, the Exalted I,ord! Matt. 28: 
1%. He is Jesus! He is the historical 
Christ Who suffered and died upon the 
tree, \vhom heaven  lust receive unto 
the tinies of the restitution of all things. 
'I'\vicp this is emphatically slated in this 
c'napter. Once in vs. 5 where Jesus says: 
I an1 Jesu.s: And this is repeated by 
Ananias to Saul. vs. 17. That  He is the 
esalted Lortl is also very much on tho 
foreground. a. This appears first of all 
fro111 the name LORD. Nanles in  Scrip- 
ture have significance. This is  the case 
both with the names of God and with 
those of His Son in the f lesh. I t  makes 
some difference whether we read "Son 
of God" or whether we read "Son of 
Man". Whether the text  reads "Jesus" 
or whether it is "Christ". Here, a s  was 
said, the name "Lord" is on the fore- 
ground. In fact  in these first 19 verses 

no less than eleven times. b. This also 
appears from the fact  that  Christ ap- 
pears to Saul in  a brilliancy which out- 
3hines the noonday sun. Acts 226.  T t  
brings to  nlind the picture of the Son of 
>Ian standing between the seven candlc- 
sticks a s  \ve read this in Rev. 1:12-17. In 
fact  this appearance has the same effect. 
-4nd in i ts  effect it also reminds us of 

f 

the Lord's appearance to Daniel. Con- 
f e r  Dan. 10. Indeed this i s  a s  i t  should be. 

2. In the capacity of the one ~ v h o  sub- 
jects all things under His feet, He hers 
appears. Had not Saul received orders 
from the authorities of the temple in 
Jerusalem, the  ear thly? S o w  from out 
of the heavenly Jerusalen~ colues thz 
Lord of the temple, who had stripped the 
earthly priesthood and all  earthly powers, 
and. heavenly satanic powers of all their 
might and had put  them to an ope? 
shame on the cross! Col. 2:14, 15. Com- 
pare Heb. 1:lff. This Jesus is the one 
Who later appears to John on IJatmos 
with preaching orders. putting His right 
foot upon the sea and His left foot on 
the earth. Rev. 1 0 2 .  -And before Hiin 
every tongue shall confess His Lordship. 
Phil. 211. Had He not powerfully been 
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revealed to be the Son of God in 11;s add, the "\-essels" a r e  in the Father's 
resurrection from the dead? Rom. 1:.1 power. That  matters a r e  here direc.14 
And hac! not this unclothed the t~zi~tplr not from below but from above is  very 

authorities of every last vestige of po\v- clear. And therefore 'srevelation" to 
e r ?  And was this not becoming ever- .Anmias in this case is very necessary. 
more e ~ i d e n t  in all the preaching of  the ( 2 )  But all the more so in this particu- 
Kame of Jesus ? ! lar case. Did i t  not all look so para- 

doxical! This man Saul, God's chosen , 

The Jlanner of This Calling. 1. Ily th-e vessel! And that \vhile his avo\ved pur- 
direct. personal appearance of Jesus to pose had been to make havoc of :he 
Saul. F o r  notice: a. That  thus it is iz:- church? (3)  Because Ananias must also 
deed stated in the  text. I t  was not ill a receive a definite mandate from Christ, 
vision a s  was la ter  the  case with I'eter 
(Acts 10) or  with John on the Island of 

Patmos (Rev. 10). I t  was the glorifier1 
Christ \\-hose glory Peter. Janles and 
John might behold on the mount. Lulce 
9:28-36: I1 Pet. 1:lG-18. The Lorcl says 
emphatically: I am Jesus! b. This is 
corrobohtc.d by Paul hin~self in I COT. 

9:1. He had seen the Lord, Jesus! He 
necd not be a follo\ver of cunningly de 
vised fables. He can be an eye-witness 
of His glory. c. And does Paul not say 
in Gal. 1:16 tha t  the Son of God had 
been revealed (uncovered) in him. I I c  
had seen the glory of the Son ill the 
flesh. ,-I hasty perusal of these last Invo 

Scripture passages \\.ill show what great 
in~plications i t  h a s  fo r  Paul's apostleship. 

2. By other "visions" which are sub- 
servient to this "appearance on the way 

to Damascus". a. The vision in which 
the Lord appeared to X n a ~ ~ i a s .  vss. 10-IG. 
Ananias was a disciple of Christ. F!s 
was possibly one of the Christians \\.hose 
very names \\.ere kno\vn to Saul a r~d  LCI 

the authorities. He is in need of this 
vision. (1) In a general way because 

and must bring glad and momentous tid- 
ings to Saul. Of these tidings more rril! 
be said presfntly. b. The vision of the 
Lord to Saul while he  was a t  the home 
of a certain Judas. who lived on the  
street called "Straight". Saul was it: 
need of a message: (1) He i s  prepared 
for  i t  in this vision. He had already seen 

Ananias come, had seen hinl come in :he 
vision. (Incidentally the curtain is here 
raised and I\-e see something of \\+st 

Snul esperimced during his three-day 
blindness). (2)  He is  told that  .Ananias 
\\,ill have a message for  him, telling him 
of the future course mapped out fo r  him. 
c. And so we see that  these h r o  visions. 
although they a re  t ~ - o  separate visions 
to two different individuals, neverthe!ess 
:ire in their content one. They belong to- 
gether. .And both again a re  subservient 
to the purpose of Christ's appearance to 

Saul on bhe way. 

-1 Definite Life Course IIapl~ed Out  

for Saul. d.  In  this connection it shoulci 
not escape our attention. that  the text 
1,s. 15 sags: "To bear my name before 

"rile timss and the seasons" and. I\.(. may the Gentiles (nations) kings and the  sons 
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of Israel." This order is very strikinr.  Outline SS\- 
and, we believe, significant. For  notic*: S-ALTL'S PHEACHISG O F  CHRIST 
a. That this is a word spoken by th*. 
Lord Jesus Himself to Ananias in thd -4cts 920-30 

vision. He is the same that  said in Act; In 1)arnascus. 1. First of all a \vord 
1:8 "and ye  shall be Iny witnesses in about Saul's temporary sojourn in Xra- 
Jerusalenl, Judea, S a ~ n a r i a  and u r D  tb bia.mCe: a. That this is 
ends of the earth. . . ." 'I'he lile~.nl fu!- kno\vn from the book of Luke dDes 
fillment of the manner in which I:& i- not record it. Acts is  no biography of 
executed is abundantly evident in  the persons, but t h e  record of the bearing 
book of Acts. In  fact to she\\. how forth of Christ's name along the lines of 
Christ's name was testified of is the very 1:s. and Gen. 1L:l-3. b. How Paul him- 
purpose of the book of Acts. b. Son. .-elf tells us  this in the epistle to the 
this same Christ says (not  of all the Galatians. In  Gal. l:l.j-li Paul 
apostles in general ) but  specifically 3f clear that lle did not immediately after 
Saul: he shall bear illy Name before his calling go  and confer with the other 
gentiles, kings, and the sons of Israel. disciples. but t h a t  he went t o  Arabia. 
Also this seems to indicate the liternl He does not tell us  this in this chapter 
course of the apostle's ~vork. With Dr. 

merely a s  a point of historical interest, 
Greydanus \ve there believe that  \re Cali but relates it to prove the independency 
see this in the following chapters. Re- 

of his apostleship from all other me?. 
fore the Gentiles Paul preaches. chap. 

His ~ o s p e l  is  by direct revelation nf 
13-20; before the kings, chap. 22-3;. 

Jesus Christ. And in so f a r  this also has 
and before the Jews. chap. %:l'i-28. 

value for this outline, a s  will becon12 

2. Thus we see that !):I5 is ;I detail 
fit t ing in the Lord's revelation in 1:s 
There it  was very general. To the "Ye 
shall be my witness" also Paul belongs. 
However here we clearly see how i t  is 

worked out from heaven in Christ. I n t l  
that  according to the council of God'. 
sovereign will. 

evident shortly. c. Although Luke doas 
not speak of this visit to Arabia on the 
part of Paul, pet he has been there. The 
question is: where must we place this 
in Luke's account. The 111ost natural 
seems to be to think of i t  a s  having tak- 
en place between the f i rs t  preaching in 
Damascus, a s  recorded in vss. 20-22 and 
the "many clays" of vs. 23ff. 

Quclstions: Iio\v c:c11 Christ be persecute~l 2. H i s  prcsaching I'ropcr. The content 
n-hile H e  is in heaven? Col. 121. IVai OF the apostle's preaching was: That 
Paul's persecuting of the  church also a Jesus is the "Son of God". rs. 20. Em- 
part  of his preparation for  the ministry '! phatically: 'I'his Jesus who had beeit 

I Cor. 159-11. How 111ust we judge a-  crucified in Jerusalem and \\,as now be- 
bout Lke discrepancy of Acts 9:7 & 22:9: ing proclain~ed in His resurrection f ~ o m  
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:he dead. Hence: a. ,The pure and us- 
adulterated gospel. The only foundation 
that  can be laid. If any should preach 

another let hini be "anathema" yea, eIre:l 
though he were an angel fro ti^ heaven. 
Gal. 1:6-9: I Cor. 3:lO-12; Rom. 15:20. 
b. In this he  \\.as an indep 
er-independent from the 
the other apostles. They did not nesd 
to lay their hands on then1 a s  was the 
case with the seven deacons and with the 
evangelists. Acts G:lff.; 8 : l i .  Ho\v was 
this possible? The direct revelation 9f 
Jesus Christ tvithout the intervention of 

men. Gal. 1:15-24. . 
3. His preaching ternlinated in Damas- 

cus. a. Occasion? The council dccided 
to slay Paul. Damascus, a walled city 
with gates, was closely watched. Rut 
Paul is left down the wall in a basket 
through a i\,indo\v and escapes and goes 
to Jerusalem. b. How to judge of this 
fleeing. (1)  Indeed this \\.as not coward- 
ice. I t  \\-as the very thing that C111.ist 
Hinlself did \\.hen the Jews \vould kill 
Hinl and e\vhen his *'hour was not yet 
con~e". arid which He also prescrihes for 
His disciples. Matt. 10:23. (2) -And that 
he  must flee fo r  the sake of the "Won1 
of God and the testimony of Jesus" t h a ~  
is a tribute to this servant of Christ. He 
becomes one of the "souls under the sl- 
tar" Rev. 6 9 ,  and- ultimately one of 
'.those beheaded f o r  the word of God" 
LO:& And in this he  comes under the 
benediction of Jesus. Matt. 5: l I .  12. 
Given out of grace to suffer fo r  Christ. 
.Acts 5:41: Phil. 129. 

denti-ai papers. a. I think i t  \\*as to thn 
congregation of Corinth tha l  I'aul wri t ls  
from Macedonia tha t  he needs no cre- 
dential papers to them (see I1  Cor. 3:1), 
but he is in dire need of then1 when he 
comes to Jerusalem whither he had gonp 
to see Peter  and where he had remained 
for  fifteen days. Gal. 1:18. Not only arc 

the people afraid of Saul but also the 
apostles. Here con~es  Paul, a man fear- 
ed by the belierers and hated by the Jew-  
ish leaders! Does not heaven need to 
explain what h a s  happened ?! b. I t  is 
Ilarnabas \vho comes to the rescue. He 
relates three matters concerning Saul- 
matters which constitute the ground of 
credence in the church. They are: 1. How 
Saul had seen the  Lord Jesus in the way. 
This is the f i rs t  and most importarlt 
poilit. ( 2 )  Ho\v the Lord had spoken to 
Saul. (3) How Saul had spoken boldly 
in Christ's name in Damascus. 

2. Saul's Controversy nvitli the Grec- 
ians. a. The point of controversy was 
no doubt the same a s  that of Stephen's. 
.Acts 6-7. Co~ilpare how keenly Paul 
\\.as aware of Stephen's constroversy. 
.Acts 22:li-20. b. What was Paul's mot- 
ive? The laying of the foundation was 
not possible here any longer. What 
then? Paul \rould gladly and earnestly 
have these Grecians see \\*hat he now . 
sees. Had he not been blind himself 
with their blindness? Acts 2219. c. 
But the Lord appears to I'aul as  he is 
".in a trance" telling bin] that  i t  is both 
u s e l e s ~  arid dangerous for  him to a t -  
tempt the conversion of these Grecian 

111 Jerusalenl. 1. Saul's need of ciSc-:- .Je\v-s. His ~ n i s s i o ~ ~  is recorded In Acts 

- 2s - 
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9:15. Confer 22:18, 21. d. He leaves still of "one heart and life" 4532. Koth- 
Jerusaleni by special revelation of Christ ing of i t s  unity i s  lost-of the spiritual 
and under the accompaniment of the unity in Christ, .the Lord. (Still the 
brethren a s  f a r  a s  Ceasaria. From thence Bible does sometimes speak of this one 
he  embarks to Tarsus. The curtain falls. church a s  churches. See Rev. 1 :20; 2 5 -  

1 1 7  9: 3 5 ,  13, 22.) Geographic 
Questions: Is i t  important \\,hat Paul did 

-P* 
obstacle to unity. 

during the years a t  Tarsus? If so, why 
a re  we not told? Did the Lord think 

2. ons a t  this time a re  describ- 
ed a s  favorable for  the church. a. Ex- 

this a wasting of t ime? If so, why did 
ternally there i s  peace. Saul, the great 

H e  send him thence? Or  does He h a r e  
persecutor has come "out of the syna- 

another standard of measure than we*! 
gogue of Satan" and has  come "to wor- 

Outline S S V l  

PETER PASSING 'I'HKOUGII THE 

CHUIlCRES IN P-ALESTISE 

Acts 9:31-43 

The Favorable Condition in the Church- 
es Generally. 1. The churches here re- 
ferred to. a. They were undoubtedly 
those in the territory of Judea. Samarea 
and Galilee. Hence xvell-nigh all of 
Palestine. The entire region which Jesus 
had made His fie!d of labor while on 
earth. (Of coul.se it is still His field 
of labor. I s  this not continuation froni 
out  of heaven? Acts l:1, 2).  Incident- 

ally this indicates: (1) That  the church 
had spread geographically quite a I\-ays 
since the persecution under Saul a t  the 
occasion of Stephen's martyrdom. (2)  
How many churches there were we arc 
not told. The writer paints a picture wth- 
out too much detail. b. The writer says 
"the church". To be sure this is  nqt 
dogmatics. But the explanation is nrar- 
ranted t h a t  the writer insists that  all 
these several churches in different com- 
munities is still the same church. XI1 

ship a t  the feet" of the church, has come 
to ackno\vledge t h a t  God loves her in 
Christ. The church indeed had an ''open 
door". Rev. 3:8, 9. I s  not that  descrip- 
tion applicable to  Saul prior to the Lord's 
appearance to him? Had He, who had 
stilled the stormy sea of Galilee. not 
also stilled the stormy and restless sea' 
of persecution? b. But  notwithstanding 
this "peace" life had not returned to the 
status quo of the  "mother church i l  
Jerusalem". The believers did not re- 
turn to this city. F o r  notice: (1) Edifi- 
cation is  possible and a realty also ont- 
side of this city in Jerusalem. John 4: 
21-34. The Lord's table of the "New 
Testament in His  Blood" was  where the 
believers were. -4nd the Word was there 
administered. And the Holy Spirit com- 
forted through these His  means of grace. 
( 2 )  These Jewish believers mere learn- 
ing the inlplication of what it  means "to 
h a ~ e  here no abiding city of worship". 
Compare Heb. 1334 .  -411 eyes must 
henceforth be turned to Jerusaleln which 
is above. Gal. 4:21-31: Heb. 1238-29. 
Peter I'asses Throughout the Whole Re- 
gion. I. Peter  in Lydda. Vss. 32-23. 
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a. The miracle performed there through 
his hands. There ~ r s s  a man here who 
had been the rictinl of paralysis for eight 
years. That  this man is thus paralyzed 
is not by chance. As f a r  a s  Peter \%-as 

concerned it  can be said tha t  he founrl 
this man in this conditio 
prepared this man for  H 

John 9:3. The work of God &ch God 
has  worked hitherto (John 5r17) must 
continue spear-headed in and through 

ings of the healing of the paralytic must , 

have penetrated even into Joppa. b. When 
reading this narrative of Luke w are  
reminded of what u-e read in Luke 8:11 
where he records that Christ raised 
Jairus'  daughter from the dead. But 
this is not strange. Was not the same 
Jesus now going to perform a miracle 
through Peter who had then performed 
it  in Peter's presence ? c. Kesult ? Many 
believed. 

this bed-ridden mortal. As f a r  a s  was 
Questions: How do the l'remillinarians in the power of man there was no hope 

construe the relationship of "Jerusalem for  cure in this case. Now may the 
above" and "Jerusalem which i s  now"? power of the wonder of grace break thru. 
Would they give the interpretation of 

b. For  i t  is: Jesus Christ heals thee! 
the trend of the gospel a s  we have at-  S o t  I, Peter! Acts 3:lL .And he walks, 

makes his bed. He is proof ~nater ial  of tempted in the above? I s  i t  important 
to see this distinction? How many rea- the healing t h a t  is in the leaves of the 
sons could you give for.thisa! "Tree of Life" in the heavenly paradise, 

the Seu-  Jerusalem. Rev. 22:2. Power 
went out of Christ. Mark 5:s. c. The 
effect? A corresponding po-ser of heal- 
ing in the hearts of men and \ \ rom~n i r ~  
the whole region. "-411 believed and turn- 
ed unto the Lord". I t  must have been 
extraordinary. Could i t  be ordinary? \\'as 
it not the power of the conling age  break- 
ing through i n  this present age and 
plucking the Saviour's sheep out of this 
evil world l Heb. 6:s; Gal. 1:4. 

2. ,Peter in Joppa. Vss. 36-13. a. The 
circumstances under which he arrived 

I here. Fie 11-as summoned there by a com- 
mittee of two- men. A certain much be- 
loved and well-known uVolnan hat1 be- 
come ill and died. Instead of burying 
her the>- ask Peter to come without de- 
lay. Evidently in trusting faith that Ire 

would raise her from the dead. The ticl- 

Outline SXVII  

~ ~ E V E L I ~ T I O X  TO PETEK CONCEKS- 

Jus t  a v:ord of explanatioli is here in 
order. Chapters 10:l through 11:18 can 

all very \\.ell be treated a s  a whole. This 
we first conteruplated doing. But space 
\vould not allou, for adequate treatment. 
Besides, even though i t  is rather difficult 
to gauge the  stride of our various so- 
cieties, I believe there \vould be too much 
material for  one meeting. I therefore 
mill t reat  this material under three head- 
ings. 1. -4s written above this outline. 
2 ,  The Iievelation Co~dimled and Illuci- 
dated Before Cornelius. 3. Peter's Xpol- 
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ogl- Before Those of the Circumcision in 
Jerusalem. 

The Circunistances of This Revelation. 
1. In genexal we should bear the follow- 
ing in mind: a. Tha t  t h e  time u-as ripe 
f o r  the gospel to  break through into the 
Gentile M-orld. Thus the gospel course 
had been foretold to  the disciples by 
Jesus on &It. Olivet. Acts 1% This was 
not something entirely new. I t  was the 
~ o r d  of God already spoken in the 0. T. 
prophets. Acts 16:14-18; Amos 9:11, 12; 
Jer.  12:13 and Is. 45:21. b. Had the 
Lord not given a more detailed account 
of this in the vision t o  Ananias? Acts 
9:lb. -4nd was Paul not awaiting the 
signal of the Lord to go f a r  hence unto 
the Gentiles? Acts 2%:21. Then p e a e  
would be preached not only to those who 
are "near" but also to those who a r e  

"afar o f f .  Acts 2:39 (Joel 2 9 2 ;  Is. 57: 
19). Witbout bearng this in mind the 
\-ision to Peter  makes no sense. I t  is 
the "time element" in Scrpture! 

'1. The Particular Circumstances of 
Peter. a. H e  is in Joppa a t  the home 9f 
Simon the tanner, beside the seaside. I t  
is mid-day. The hungry Peter while he 
is praying (What  was he prayilig f o r ?  
I t  was not the set hour of prayer was 
it l ) fell into a visionary t r a ~ ~ c e .  The 
time of this vision is controlled by tho 
Lord Jesus. Was Peter not when old to 
go where another \\-oultl send h im? John 
22:18. b. This vision is synchronizetl 
with the visit of the nlen sent hither by 
Cenielius, a centurian of the band called 
the Italian. Jesus had also appeared to 

this Cornelius. Both visions, to Petev 

and Cornelius respectively a re  from the 
Lord Jesus. A parallel case we have in 
.ban ias  and Saul. 

The Form and Content of the Vision. 
1. We notice the following a s  to the 

eter  -is in a trance. He 
e surroundings common- 
ough his sense organ;. 

Tenipozrily the tie is cut. He is trans- 
ported into another field of experience. 
b. In this s ta te  he  beholds the follo\ving: 
(1) 4 large sheet a s  i t  \\-ere full of a!l 
Inanner of fourfooted beasts of the earth 
and wild beasts, and creeping things and 
fon-Is of the air. (2) Peter i s  told to 
slay and eat-to ea t  these animals of 
all kinds. c. And in this s ta te  of s 
trance there is  a dialogue about the 
question of "clean and unclean". Peter 
\\ill not eat  the unclean. Yct God says: 
the distinction of clean and unclean is 
taken away. 

2. As to the content of this vision we 
can s tate  the follo\ving: a. That this 
vision had reference to the ceremonial 
laws. The la\\. of clean and unclean ani- 
mals is no longer ill effect. I t  is nailed 
to the cross. I t  was a handwriting 
against us. I t  belonged to the  h e a r s  
yoke. It belonged to that  which hall 
merely a pedagogical purpose, to serve 
as a taskmaster to  Christ. I t  is one of 
the ceremonial laws (clean and unclean) 
representing the entire 0. T. (covenant) 
revelation. b. I t  f o r n ~ s  a middle wall of 
partition excluding the Gentile world. 
I t  belongs to a temple ivhich could only 
house the children of Abraham out of 
the Jexvs. But Christ's blood had abol- 
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ished it all in the perfect obediellce to place among the Protestant Re- ' 

the moral Im.. And thus the promise formed Churches. 
I was fulfilled. And this Ian- of clean a~irl Before the Rev. Pettei- had left 
I 
I 

unclean coming 430 yea& after the pro- 11s a call was already extended to ' 
r' 

mise could never make the promis_q of Candidate Doezema who acceptej 
none effect. This truth is so fundi%ent- 
a1 and important that f 
makes the Bible a closed 
following Scripture p a s ~ a g e s : ~  
1-11; 5ph. 2:Pl-15: Col. 2:13-15, 

3. That this revelation was necessary 
follows: a.. From the fact  that accord- 
ing to the Lord's appointment a t  Sinai 
the law of clean and unclean really \+-as 
of effect. m n k  of i t  for more than 
thirty five generations! Just think how 
difficult for us to get  over small habitual 
customs in our church life. b. This 
change was to occur according to God's 
purpose in the dispensation on the ful- 
ness of times. Eph. 19, 10. I t  xyas the 
nlystery of God in Christ which one coulrl 
only know by revelation. Eph. 3:l-13; 
the mystery that Paul in particular was 
to preach. c. And it was to be the great 
bone of contention in the early church. 
-111 sorts of practical and principle ques- 
tions are grouped around this them.  
The entire epistle to the Galatians is 
devoted to it. A meeting in Jerusalen~. 
Acts 15 etc. 

and came to us in Decen~ber of the 
same year. Again we gave thanks . 
to our Lord who gave us another 
shepherd in so short a time. 

All this time we had been ren:- 
ing a home for our pastor and wa.? 
considered that  in the long run it 
u~ould be cheaper to build our on-n 
parsonage. This materialized the 
following year. Two large lots 
were purchased on the corner of 
Monterey and Grand on the out- 
skirts of Bellflower the corner lot 
being reserved for a church build- 
ing possibly in the future. And the  
Lord also gave us success in this 
undertaking so that  Itre nor{? have 
our own Church building and par- 
sonage. Had we not done so a t  th% , 
time it would not have been pos- 
sible today on account of war re-  
strictions. 

Numerically we have not grown 
much, but a fine spirit of unity 
prevails. Societies are \\-ell attend- 
ed and a constant desire is sho\l:n 
to increase in the knowledge of 
the Word of God by the larger part  
of the congregation. The Lord give 
us His grace that not only in these 

loosa, lon-a, which he felt duty times but also in days of adversity 
bound to accept. Our hearts wer? we may persevere unto the end 
saddened but. it \\'as the Lord's will that  no one take our crown. 
that we should have a name and H. A. Brunsting. 
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