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C h r i s t m a s  G i f t . !  

Can You Think Of 

-a more interesting 
-a more profitable 

or 
-a more lasting 

gift with which to surprise your friends a t  
Christmas time, than a year's szlbsc.~.iptio~z to Becicon Lights? 

Have you a friencl or a neighbor: a serviceman, over- 
seas o r  in the states; a relative, ~ ~ e r h a p s ,  who ~ \ ~ o u l d  enjoy 
reaclicg this magazine? Use the subscl.iption blanlc Pound 
in this issue and surprise him or  her with an annual Christ- 
mas gift. These subscrintic~ns nvill bezin \vith the December 
issue and \\rill continue till January, 1947. With the December 
issue we \\.ill mail a special Christmas greeting card stating 
from whom this gift is being received, if you so d e s i l ~ .  

TtIAIIA IN THE SUBSClLlI'TION IiLANIC AT OSCE, TO 

I%E.4CO.U LIGHTS. 706 FRANKLIN ST., S. E. 
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T H E  G I F T  OF S O N G  
By IVINXIE DYKE.)IA - Grmd Rapids, BIich. 

Music and Song-enchanting 
words ! And little wonder, for truly 
the gift of song is one of the most 
\vonclerful creations of God. When 
we read in Genesis that the Lord 
saw that His works \Irere good and 
that He rejoiced in them. we can 
imagine IIe also listened to the 
wonrlerful harnlony arising from 
all creation. Scripture is full of 
the song of creation: In Job we 
read that the morning stars sang 
together and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy. And truly. if we 
have ealQs to hear :\nd atVe not too 
rushed by the hustle ancl bustle of 
our busy ~ ~ o r l d ,  who has not on 
a beautif~d summer's days listened 
with awe to the melody of sweet 
singing song-birds and humming 
insects, ancl that, even 1101~ after 
the curse of sin has caused a note 
of groaning to be heavd from all 
creation? 

The Psalms call to creation to 
sing. "Sing oh heavens ancl be joy- 
ful oh earth! Blake a joyful noise 
unto the Lord all the earth." And 
Psalm 148 is one call to praise, to 
angels and stars, to fire and hail, 

snow and vapours, fruitful trees 
and cedars, beasts and creeping 
things and birds and then to kings 
and people, young men and rnaid- 
ens, old men and children. For very 
well can we realize how Adam in 
his state of righteousness joined 
his voice in the grand swellirilg 
chorus of praise to his Jlaker. 

What a change sin nrought also 
in this gift of song. Yes, man liv- 
ing in sin still sings; sings in 
~vicked revelry or to try to forget 
the miserable results of the curse 
of God upon sin. We hear it round 
about us every day. this vain, sin- 
f u l  singing. Our hearts ache when 
we see men, women and children 
go into eternity singing t h w  
empty, siilful songs. How grate- 
ful x-e should be n-ho, by the grace 
of God, have been turnecl from 
death to life. 

Surely i t  is most fitting that  
Christians should sing. Sci*ipture 
calls us to shout aloud anld sing for  
the great redemption wrought in  
us. "Oh sing uilto the Lorcl a new 
song for He hath done rnal.ve1ou.s 
things. The Lorcl hath made k n o ~ m  
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His salvation, I Ie hath rememberecl 
His mercy and t ruth  toward the 
house of Israel. The voice of re- 
joicing and salvation is in the tab- 
ernacles of the righteous." And this 
is a s  i t  should be. Our lives shoulcl 
resound with praise ancl thanksgiv- 
ing. The question may arise, what 
shall we sing? The answer is 
given in E p h e s i a s  5 :19 "Spealiing 
t o  yourselves in Psalms and hynlns 
and spiritual songs, singing ancl 
making melody in your heart to 
the  Lord". How must we sing? 
Colossians 8 : 16 "Sing with grace 
in your hearts to the Lord". Yes, 
we very well li110l~ what and how 
we a s  Christians shoulcl sing be- 
cause it is plainly sho \~ i l  11s in 
God's \Yard. In regard to this won- 
derful gift of song given us by our 
God, it is our calling to let our 
light shine that  men may see our 
.good works and hereby our Father 
in  heaven may be glorified, be- 
cause it is true that by our songs 
we make a n  impression which is 
often times stronger than our mere 
speech. 

Is  i t  then not pathetic that also 
among us as Christian you:~g peo- 
ple we often hear these vain, sinful 
worldly songs a t  our banquets ant1 
outings and a t  our work? Surely 
i t  must hare  grieved many of us 
when also a t  our on-n picnics ancl 
outings we find that many a one is 
ashamed to sing good old songs ancl 
psalms but not one bit ashamed to 
s ing such ridiculous things as "Pis- 
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to1 Pacliin' Jlama" many seeill to be 
nluch better acquainted with all this 
popular stuff than with our on-n 
Psalter. Surely these are not songs 
of salvation and spiritual songs. 
Anyone full of the Spirit and ~ i t h  
grace in their hearts certainly can- 
not sing, "3Iairsy Doals"! I t  is 
indeed, in \\.hat we sometimes con- 
sider to be Christian homes, rery  
s h o c k i ~ ~ g  to find the hymnals and 
psalters covel-ed by about t\vo lay- 
e r s  of popular music. I challe~lge 
anyone to prove to me that  \2.e may 
espect n~ucll  active spiritual life 
there. It is the  spirit of the age 
an:l r e  certainly here also may see 
the signs of the  times. 1 knon- 
when x e  look shocked ancl dis- 
gusted about these very thil~gs. n-e 
are ridiculed and called "olcl fash- 
ioned" but if n-e tura to  God's 
Word we can easily see oulb calling 
to turn back. 

Of course this is only one of the 
foi.ms of misuse of the gift of song. 
Singing with grace in the heart 
and full of the Spirit, making mel- 
ody in the heart unto the Lord, is 
also very often lacking eve11 when 
singing sacred songs. Hov? cfteil 
are we not singing just for the 
form a111d because n-c enjoy a catchy 
tune. This, of course. has al~vays 
been the case in the his tor j  of 
God's people especially ill tin-ies 
11r11e11 the spiritual life is not on a 
very high level. \Ve a re  easily led 
as!ray by beautiful tunes and be- 

(Continued on page 2.1) 
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H i s  H u m b l e  I3irt.h 
Jllt. GEO. TEN ELSHOF - Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Perhaps the first  thing a child is 
taught co~icerning the birth of 
Jesus, is the place of that  birth. 
And even before it has learned to 
speak correctly, it will answer when 
asked, "Where was Jesus born?" 
"In Betl~lehe~n." A little later, de- 
tails are  added which 1nol.e clefinite- 
ly state the location allcl children 
are taught that it was "in a man- 
ger because t11e1.e was no room for 
lIim in the iml." And it noul:l not 
be supe~.fluous for us to pause for 
just a few lnon~ents and consider 
this humble birth of our King al- 
though, the facts, a s  such, are 
linonrn to all of us. 

\\'hat a f a r  cry is such a birth- 
place from that  of the children of 
today! Do we not associate the 
event of birth with spotless, sanit- 
ary hospitals and maternity wards? 
Basket after basket each with i ts  
precious little bundle safely shel- 
tered behind glass walls; "No Ad- 
mittance" signs on the cloor; a 
nurse with a !gauze mask over 
mouth and nose carefully weighing 
out forn~ulas ancl checking charts!? 
And J~esus? In a manger! In the 

room xi-here the cattle were kept! 
Possibly i t  was not a separate 
building since in that region it was 
customary to set apart  a portion of 
the dl{-elling place for a stable for 
the cattle. But even a t  best it cer- 
tainly, to all esternal appearances 
and even literally, was a ve1.y ig- 
nonlinious place in n-hich to be 
born. 

And as we pause to reflect, how 
true i t  becomes that  Jesus was 
born, as i t  were, on the very edge 
of the world. For even the lo\vliest 
peasant mother must have hacl her 
bed-chamber, but Mary the mother 
of our Lord \vas forced to spend 
her hour of travail in a stable! 

Oh yes, you may say that i t  was 
circumstance that  determined this 
lowly birthplace. Tell Mary that  
she had no business a t  a time like 
this to be so f a r  from home and the 
accomodations which i t  afforded. 
She didn't Imve to go with Joseph 
did she? Could he as family head 
and representative not have trans- 
acted this t a s  business alone and 
left her  in the care of friends? 
Surely they could have foreseen 
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tha t  housing facilities ivoulcl be 
limited a t  a time such as  this. 
Foolisll parents? Nev-ly-nrecls who 
couldn't bear to  be separated? Ig- 
norant folk who did not appreciate 
o r  understand the mysteries and 
seriousness of chilcl-birth? 

These and many more questions 
and accusations could be hurled and 
yet, in that  direction \ire shall never 
find the answer. For  it is the 
Hand of God who is leading them. 
And He i t  was who required that 
His  Own Son should be born in a 
manger. 

In  the world, we finld two classes 
of people. First  of all there are 
those who have risen to heights of 
wealth and prominence and ~vho, 
if they have been bo1.11 "on the 
wrong side of the traclts", will 
aroid  discussing their birthplace 
o r  parentage for they are  ashamed. 
Secondly, there are, in  direct con- 
trast  to the former, those who will 
openly boast of their lowly birth 
and brag about how they "started 
on  a shoe-string". I t  is clone, of 
course, solely foi. the purpose uf 
has t ing .  ' How often haven't we 
been reminded of the fact that 
Lincoln was bor ;~  in n log c:tbin 
and arose to become a presiclent? 

But Jesus? A child of iloyal lin- 
eage even according to  the flesh, 
must He be born in a stable? Yes, 
He must! It is a fitting (place for 
Him! I repeat, H e  n~2cst (old it i s  
a f i t f i t ig p h e  for Him!  Why? 
Because He stood in our stea:l and 

even as some thirty lears later, 
1Ie is to be nailed to the accursed 
tree and drink to the last the dregs 
of the bitter cup: and even as dur- 
ing I-Iis sojourn anlong men He 
could testify that the foses hare  
holes and the birds have iiests but 
the Son of Man hath not place 
where to lay His head; even so it 
is fitting that  His birth be in con- 
folqmity with His life and pur- 
pose. 

..And shall Ire strive to remove 
the shamefulness of that humble 
birth ? Shall we embellish that  
lon71y scene and remove its ob- 
jection? Should we, perhaps, have 
little plays and pageants and high-, 
ly imaginative artists' conceptions 
of that  birthplace? Shall we place 
a shining halo above the head of 
that  kingly Child? Shall n-e? 
Shall we forget that  He was born 
in a stable and that  stables smell? 
Shall we tell the 11-orlcl that, after  
all, our King \vasnYt born in such 
a bad place and besides, I-Ie couldn't 
help i t  and neither could Mary and 
Joseph. Remember, there were 
those "unavoidable circumstances". 
shall \ire take the Christ Child out 
of a malodorous stable? 

No! Leave Him the1.e \\-hen 
n~eclitatintg upon His bil.lhplace. 
Leave Him there for He is come 
in our stead. Leave Him there for 
it is a silent yet dramatic testimony, 
both to us and to the \vorld, that 
there is no room for Ilim. Leave 
Him there for it speaks louder 
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than words can shout that Ile has 
come in our place of clenth and 
shame and the stench of our de- 
composition. Leave Him there and 
as you gaze on the Son of God lying 
in a mephitic stable, remcniber that 
that suffering ancl shaine, which 
was climaxed in the Cross, was al- 
ready begun a t  1-Iis humble birth. 

And nowr, who among us dares 
lift his head? \ITho among us dares 
to boast in his own self-1-ightcous- 
ness? Who clares boast of his 
n7ealth, position in society, talent, 
skill or  ingenuity ? Who dares then 
to  hold high his head and begrudge 

a hearty Christian greeting to his 
fello\\- miscreant? If we do, we 
have not seen that  manger nor the 
precious gift  which it contained. 
We havc not seen that  ~Ilc,  our 
King and I:edeemei-, has come in 
our stead and has borne our shame 
and guilt also in His humble birth. 

Eut if we have seen IIim and 
Imo~vn Ilim both in His birth and 
life and death and have been made 
partakers of the  work which Ile 
has so perfectly accomplished, then 
must 1i.e indeed stand in awe a.nd 
with humble gratitude rejoice in 
this great gift  of God's love. 

By REV. It. VELL).?.IAN - Grand Ilapids, Blich 

Of all the months of the year, 
none has greater significance for 
the church of God, has more to say 
to us, carries with i t  more senti- 
ment, than this month of Decem- 
ber, ~vhich is with us once again. 
HOW so011 ! I-IOW time tlocs fly! 

First  of all, f irst  also in the 
niincls of yomlg and old, it is the 
month wherein we commemorate 
that  most blessed of all events, the 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the coming of the  Son of God in 
the flesh to  redeem us from our 
sins and to exalt us to heavenly 
glory, the fulfilment of that ancient 
yet \vonderfully vivid prophecy, 
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel." How wonder- 
ful beyond all human comprehen- 
sion! I-Ion. worthy of all the joy 
and happiness God's church can 
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possibly express ! December means : 
Christmas. 

However, D~cember  also comes 
to  us 1-i-ith a message of an  alto- 
gether different nature-the mes- 
sage of the end. I t  is the last n ~ o n t l ~  
of the year, and thus brings with it 
its last n-eel;, its last day, its last 
hour. Cllristnlas is the first clay 
of that  week of which the last clay 
marks the close of the entire year. 
It is of the  latter that we are  think- 
ing now. The end of the year speaks 
of the end of all things. It r~mincls 
us of the end of our entire lives, 
~r-hich may be here who knows 
hon- soon. Perhaps it is December, 
also in this respect, for you or me. 
It speaks, too, of the eild of this 
entire dispensation, of the whole 
n-orlcl and all i t  contains. P1.esent- 
ly the  day lvill be here \vhen the 
second corning of our Lord Jesus 
Christ will make an  encl forex-er of 
all present things. All the s i p s  of 
the times seem to indicate that  in 
this respect, as f a r  a s  the calendar 
of all history is concerned, we are 
certainly i;l the month of Decem- 
ber. Better and better do we under- 
stand the  words of the apostle, 
"Little children, it is the last hour." 
The carnal n-orld does not want to 
think about these things. All it 
craves is a new lease on life; a new 
year wherein to  sin and seek the 
satisfaction of the flesh. There- 
fore. it spends the year's last even- 
ing as it does-in revelry and riot, 
in drunkelless and hilarity such as 
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marks 110 other evening of the en- 
tire year. The church of Christ, 
however, would face reality and 
spends this same evening, the last 
of the year, in solemn contempla- 
tion and worship. 

* * * *  
The day of the Lol-d will come, 

says Peter, as a thief in the night. 
Theil-then great ancl terrible 

things will take place in and with 
all God's present creation. Of 
course they will, for that  day of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the "De- 
cember 31" of all history, a s  i t  
were. will be the day of GOD; the 
day wherein our covenant God will 
manifest ~l l i~nsel f  in all T-Iis po~ver 
and glory; the clay ivherein the 
counsel of God will be realizecl with 
lsespect to all things, Gocl's taber- 
nacle with men will be made per- 
feci and all that  is of the N-orld 
and sin will be destroyecl forever. 

You've read what Scripture has 
to say about those things that \\-ill 
soon come to pass. "The heaveils 
shall pass away with a great noise 
ancl the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also an:l 
the works that  are  therein shall 
be burned up." I1 Peter 3 :lo. The 
incomparable Isaiah saw it more 
than 4.500 years ago in prophetic 
vision and he \{*rites, "And all the 
host of heaven shall be dissolved, 
and the heavens shall be rolled to- 
gether a s  a scroll : and all their 
host shall fall down, as a leaf fall- 
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eth off from the vine, and as a fall- 
ing fig from the f ig  tree." Is. :34:1. 
4ncl the seer on Patmos testifies, 
"Ancl I behcltl when he had opened 
the sixth seal, and, lo, there was 
a great eai*thquake; ancl the sun 
became black as  sacltclotll of hair, 
and the nloon became as blood: 
and the stars of heaven fell unto 
the earth. even as a f ig  casteth her  
untimely figs, when she is shaken 
of a mighty wind. And thc heaven 
departed as a sc1.011 \vhen i t  is 
rolled together; and every moun- 
tain and island were m o ~ ~ e d  out of 
their places." Rev. 6 : 12-14. 

Incleecl, great  and terrible things 
\{-ill take place in that  clay,  hen 
the Maker of the atom will I-Jim- 
self do the splitting ancl all present 
things n-ill be no more. The very 
heavens, the firmament and all it 
contains, the sun and the moon ancl 
the stars, all will be set ablaze 
and consunled with fire. Also the 
earth and all i t  contains, in fact 
the very elements whereof all pre- 
sent things are  composecl, shall be 
set on fire and burned up. Every- 
thing that is of the earth earthy 
shall disappeai' forever. Absolute- 
ly nothing of man ax1  of this 
world shall survive that  final catas- 
trophc to enter into the New Jeru- 
salem. "All these things shall be 
dissolved." 11 Pet. 3 : l l .  XI1 the 
fruits of l~uman  labor ancl ingenu- 
ity. All the accon~plishments of 
art and science, the poet and the 
sculptor. All that eye can see and 

ear can hear and the hand can 
touch. 

But is this all? Is  there no 
more? Then, surely, the thought 
of the end is a terrible one-un- 
utterably so. Will nothing take 
the place of all these present 
things? Oh, indeed, something will ; 
something i~lconceivably great ; a 
new heaven and earth. We look, 
not only for the final dissolution of 
all present things, but for an en- 
tirely new creation. I n  fact, i t  is 
only with a view to the latter that  
the former nlust take place. In 
that new heaven and earth only 
righteousness will dwell. IIow 
n-onderful ! There sin and corrvp- 
tion will have no place and n-ill be 
in perfect harmony with the will 
of God. In that  new creation all 
xi11 be heavenly. It will not be a 
{glorified version of this present 
creation. All will be different, nen-, 
heavenly, spiritual, glorious. There 
the tabernacle of God will be with 
men forever. There all tears will 
be wiped from our eyes, death and 
s o r r o \ ~ ~  will be no more ; the1.e we 
shall see face to face, know as me 
are known, and walk and talk with 
our covenant God, in Christ Jesus, 
in endless perfection. No, we can- 
not compl.ehend these things now, 
but \ire somewhat sense the glol-y 
of i t  all, do we not? 

Of all these things we are re- 
minded anew a s  we approadz the 
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end of another year. With a view 
to i t  all "what manner of persons 
ought we to  be?" 

This question is pertinent. It is 
the application of all the pl.ececliug 
to Christian living,-the "toepas- 
sing". What shall be our attitude 
toward i t  all, and how should this 
attitude reflect itself in our daily 
conduct? 

Looking, f irst  of all, a t  these 
lpresent things and their ultimate 
dissolution in the  day of Christ, 
what should be our attitude? Shall 
we cling t o  these things that are 
speeding toward their end with all 
possible haste, to  set our hearts 
on them, put our trust in them, 
live only for them, sacrifioe all we 
a re  and have fo r  them? That tlie 
world does, the natural man-the 
fool. Ought we to  be such manner 
of persons? God forbid! No, vre 
shall not desire this present life. 
We have a life to live here, a duty 
t o  perform, and t o  the execution 
of that  task we shall set ourselves 
with all the  consecration to duty 
of the conscientious Christian. But 
we shall not set our hearts on 
"these things". We shall labor 
and plan, me shall plow and sonr as 
in a world tha t  will soon be no 
more. Our attitude toward all that 
is. shall be determinect by the real- 
ity concerning them and that  with 
relation to the  things which soon 
shall be. 

"What manner of persons ought 
we to be?" We ought to be a people 

that is looking for and hastenixg 
unto the coming of the day of God, 
that is anticipating that  day a s  the 
clay of our complete tleliverance, 
that is looking for its Saviour God 
much as children loolc for their 
fathe]. to come home from work 
a t  night. And looking for that  
day we should sanctify oulselves, 
eschew all that  is of sin and this 
present wicked mrorld and walk in 
a new and holy life. 

Then all will be well and we shall 
have nothing to fear. Then we 
shall be confirmed in the assurance 
that that new heaven and earth 
\rrill also be our dm-elling place for- 
ever. Then we can think of the 
end of all things, not with regret, 
but with anticipation and hope, 
{knowing that  the impending dis- 
solution of all present things mill 
be for  us the beginning of that  
which is eternal and heavenly. In 
that  hope w e  mav join the church 
of all ages in that song of blessed 
anticipation : 

When I in rigliteoz~ness at last 
Thy g!orimcs face slutll see, 

levhen all the zceary night is past, 
And I azoake zcith Thee 

To .cietc. the glories that abide, 
TIben, then I shall be satisfied. 
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words: "Son of God in heaven, on 
earth, and in all the worlds?" A 
direct contracliction to I'eter's glor- 
ious confession in Matt. 16:16- 
"Thou a r t  the Christ the Son of the 
living God." 

Often I found myself wondering 
just where Mr. Asch hinlself stands 
and if he himself believes that  
Christ is the fulfillment of the 
Mosaic law. 

The story ends with the martyr- 
dom of Peter and Paul. The Chris- 
tian Jews had become the scape- 
goat for the burning of Rome- 
Rome which burned up011 Nero's 
orders and for his pleasure. Nero 
prepares for the Roman masses, 
steeped as they were in immorali- 
ties, a spectacle such as  they had 
never beheld - a gigantic blood 
bath. We see God's people hiding 
and living in the catacombs, n-it- 
ness the horrible tortures for "the 
clime of Chl.istianity". All in all 
it was thoroughly in the spirit of 
the time-"and Rome was not as- 
tonished for Rome was worthy of 
Nero, and Nero of Rome". 

Peter and Paul are both victims 
of the Neronian persecution. The 
two apostles meet once again as 
they are both led out to die, the 
one on the cross, the other by the 
sword, all differences forgotten in 
the service to a common Lorcl. 

This book of 800 closely written 
pages, is to be recommended only 
if read critically, as 1 believe it 
has serious discrepancies. Any 

author who sets out to add to the 
Bible narratives may expect much 
criticism, as  the simple but beauti- 
ful records laid out for  us in the 
gospels, remain completely satisfy- 
ing. Any one who endeavors to 
solve all the mysteries it-hich the 
Bible does not reveal and sets out 
to espound all i t s  teachings may 
expect violent reaction, 

The reader must constantly be 
mindful that  much of the narrative 
springs from the  author's imagina- 
tion, and one should really keep the 
New Testament close a t  hand to 
verify where Scripture leaves off 
and Mr. Asch begins. 

The book's value should be meas- 
ured by its historical background. 
Without a doubt the author is a 
master on this subject. One ob- 
tains a vivid picture of the spirit 
of the world in which the  Saviour 
and His apostles lived, and that is 
indeed interesting and very educa- 
tional. 

And-just a s  a suggestion-this 
novel might be just the thing for 
the book lover on your Christmas 
list. 
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Dear Fellows: 
The other day, a f te r  having rend a n  

article on the atomic bomb and on 
atomic power i n  general, and some items 
in the ne\tTspaper about the rather  gen- 
eral  unrest, f e a r  and rumors of war  in 
the world of today, my thoughts wan- 
dered t o  the common grace theori-&. 
and I began to wonder whether and 
\\.hen they \vould at tempt to  offer an cx- 
planation of events and conditions in the 
present day  world in the light of their 
s t range philosophy. 

To  me this appears impossible, but 
one might expect tha t  the  conlnlon grace 
philosophers \rould at tempt it. 

I t  it the t h e o ~ ,  a s  you know, accord- 
ing to which all science, ar t ,  and all 
culture and civilization in  general a re  
the  frui ts  of common grace, by which 
God through His  Holy Spirit  so operatcs 
upon the minds and hearts of the un- 

regenerate, t h a t  sin in them is  re- 
strained, they may, do much good in this 
world. and develop the powers in crea- 
tion f o r  the benefit of mankind. There 
is. according to this philosophy, even 
supposed to be a covenant o r  alliance 
between God and the  fallen ~ r o r l d  fo r  
this purpose. 

But when one looks a t  the world and 
i t s  development today, one cannot help 
asking the question: where i s  this re- 
straining power of the Holy Spirit? 
It seems that ,  in  spite of it ,  sin develops 
fas t ,  and the world is speeding to de- 
struction. Where was  this restraining 

glace i n  the last few decades? Even 
\\.bile the world talked constantly of 
peace, wars  increased in scope and in- 
tensity of destruction. so that  in one 
lifetime we have been witnesses of h - o  

wwrld-wars, the second of which was ten 
times more horrible than the first. 
Science served to invent instruments of 
destruction such a s  the world has never 
seen before, and other instruments to  
counteract and neutralize the  effect of 
similar instruments invented by  the ene- 
my. -4nd i t s  latest invention is  the 
atomic bomb, by which whole cities can 
be laid in ruins and hundreds of thou- 
santis of people killed in a flash! 

Not long ago, I heard over the radio 
that  Dr. Einstein is of the opinion t h a t  
even the atomic bomb cannot destroy our  
civilization. Calmly he announced that, 
if i t  were used i n  the next war, two 
thirds of the  ear th 's  population might  be 
killed, but civilization might \yell sur- 
vive! 

In  the meantime, fellows, let us  not be 
deceived by vain philosophy, whether 
about a surviving civilization, human- 
istic brotherhood. o r  an equally human- 
istic conlmon grace. 

Rather le t  our only hope be in the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then 

shall never be put  to  shame. 
May that  grace ever be with you! 
Valete! And m a g  you soon return to 

us! 
As ever your friend, 

H. Hoeksema 
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F - . A i  - .  - 
Tinian 

October, 1945. 

Dcar . . . . 
I have just received the October issue 

of E4:acon Lights and I have the pleasure 
of saying t h a t  i t  is  the last  issue I shall 
receive overseas. 

In two or three days I expect to  go 
aboard a ship to return to the States 
and therefore I an1 giving you notice so 
that you r i l l  not send any Inore issues 
to nie a t  this address. 

Looking forward to a pleasant journey 
 home^^-ard to  my family and flriends and 
thanking you f o r  sending Beacon Lights, 
I remain 

Sincerely, 
T-Sgt. liomcr G. Icuiper. 

Pfc. Joe De Iioekkoek writes from 
Alelk, l u s t r i a :  

"I wish to infor111 you of nly change 
of address and also tha t  I appreciate 
your sending the Beacon Lights to  

did work. >lay the Lord further bless 
]-our work." 

George is a t  piesent stationed a t  Camp 
Parks, California. 

Hudsonville. Michigan 

Beacon Lights: 
Dear Friends, 

Please discontinue sending me Beacon 
Lights whereas I h a r e  been discharged 
from t h e  army. 

3Iany thanks for  having sent me 
Beacon Lights fo r  the four and one half 
years while I was  in  service. Beacon 
Lights has b o ~ n  a source of much com- 
for t  to me. 

May God continue to bless you in your 
efforts. 

Enclosed find a small gif t  bn-ard for  
Beacon Lights. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. Bert 3Iaring. 

Hudsonville, Michigan. 

change of address and adds: 
"My sincere thanks f a r  your splen- 
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AMUSEMENT CENTER REACTIONS 
Have you heard? Yes, I heard We go about it in a very cull- 

about this drive for a "Youth ning way, well under cover. We 
Center", but haven't (paid nluch at- appear to be so innocent.. This is 
tention to it. But listen again. the way I\-e say it. "Amusement 
This "Youth Center", is desired by is secontdary". It isn't first, only 
oz(r youth. They are not merely secondary". So we say to Christ, 
talking about it, but i t  is their aim! "Let these amusements be a part 
No, this can't be true. Yes, it is. of me. Than I needn't go out into 
That is what they are working for. the world for it. In other words, 

Thus I reasoned v i th  myself, let a little of this earthy be a 
and decided that I would study part of me, oh my King. After all, 
this problem and 3ee whether it is I'm not in heaven, n-here thou art, 
a problem or  if it isn't. and i t  is hard for me to be c o ~ n -  

I've come to the conclusion that pletely devoted to thee, while I am 
it is. In fact, it is very alarming. still on this earth. I know I be- 
What, 1 ask, does it show to us? long to the ~vorld, but I mu.-~t be 
It shonrs to us that the church of mmLWd, so let me take just a small 
Christ Jesus is seeking to have S P W ~  of the nrorld and make it a 
amusement as a secondary neces- part of rile." 
sity. Mind SOU,  secondmy. Yes, 1 wonlder ~vha t  Christ Jesus our 
Christ comes first, but He isn't Lord, will do ~ i t h  such a, church. 
our complete life. We, the body of Is that the church, who gives 
Christ, need some secondary Him the glory, and who I H ~  will 
amusement to help us pull through bless and call His own? We know 
this miserable life of woe. (130, better. When we read His IVord 
hum. what a dull life!") Havc and study it, we find an entirely 
you ever heard that expression? different way of life. We find no 
Why is it said? They Imow not secondary way, in which to amuse 
the true punpose of life, I'd say. o~u'selves. There is no place or time 

Ch i s t  is not the first and last for it. All we find in His \ITord 
in our lives. He is only part of it. is His ?(;ill. Ey  his mill, means 
Christ needs to furnish some the nay  in which He 7c.ills us 
amusenlent to keep his bride, the to walk. If n e  love that  ill and 
church, satisfied. He cannot give desire to do it, than we have no 
hw the amusement she craves. problem, such as secondary amuse- 
Therefore the c h u i ~ h  seeks a way ments. We find that an~usements 
to find it. have no place in our church. 

- 18 - 
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We read in the article written 
some time ago. "Is i t  not worth 
while to give our youth (by this, 
is meant the church) a weapon 
with which to fight against the 
~ i~or l~d?"  How ridiculous such a 
weapon is! How car1 we possibly 
use man and amusements t o  fight 
the world? Further back in the 
article we read "Inevitably the  
temptations to worldly amusements 
!become more and more attractive". 
Let us not fool ourselves! The 
church, neither Christ, can help 
i t  that  worldly amu.sements tempt 
us. Let u s  go to the Scriptures 
ancl read, James 1 verses 13 t o  17. 
"Let no man say when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God : for 
God lcannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man. But 
every man is tempted, when he 
is drawn away by his o\irn lust, and 
enticed. Then when the lust hath 
conceivecl, it bringeth forth s i n  : 
and sin when i t  is finished, bring- 
eth forth death. Do not err ,  my 
beloved brethern". 

So we could go on and on, in His 
Word and find the way of true life. 
In contrast we see how dark the 
Ivay of sin is. I would definitely 
call a "Youth Center" sin. I t  is the 
beginning of the forsaking of 
Christ. I t  s h o ~ v ~ ,  that  nre are not 
satisfied with the way He has 
show-n us in His  \lrord. \Ve want 
to live 'lilie the ~vorld does. The 
way of the world is to be amused. 
They do this in bowling and bil- 

lards, besides the  many more ways 
they have of living a careless "God 
forgetting" life. 

If we have our own "Youth 
Center" the result will be that, in 
time Christ will forsake us  and 
~i-e'll find ourselves havi~ng all of 
the world but none of Christ. 

Youthful Oaklan-a Contributor 

- 
AMUSEMENT CENTERS 

A t  a recent meeting of the 
Young Men's Society of the Fimt 
Church in Grand Rapids a round 
table discussion of the subject of 
Christian Amusement Centers was 
introduced by Harry Bloem. l i e  
gave a brief summary of the fiivo 
zrticles dealing with this subject 
previously printed in Beacon 
Lights. The first  written by Lois 
Hoeksema and the second a .reply 
to the first written by the Editor. 
The result of this discusion was 
the fornlulakion and adoption of 
the following principles. 

1. The duty of the church is to 
.preach the gospel. 

2. I t  follo~i-s therefore that it 
is not the duty of the chul-:l~ to 
furnish recreational activities of 
any kind. 

3. Standing on the principle that 
bodily exercise profiteth little we 
stand opposed to  the present day 
amusement craze. 

4. In view* of the fact thaa godli. 
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ness is profitable unto all thillgs days when horseless carriages were a 

it is the calling of the child of God new- and terrifying thing t o  horses. F o r  

to put forth every effort to pro- ~ ~ e o p l e ,  they s h ~ u l d  be equally out of 

mote spiritual recreation. date. Paul says, in one of his epistles, 

5. In confornlity 1~it.h the prin- \ve would have to move out of the 1~70rld 

ciple that bodily exercise profitetll not to see the  tvorld. Whether this edu- 

little ?Ire are opposecl to commer- ation is  good o r  bad depends naturally, 

cialized recreation and illsist that on the person being educated. If there 

that bodily recreation should ,pro- are  those on "shallot\. ground", will the 

ceed fronl the home. storm hold off fo r  them to take root? 
I'm sure we all agree it will not. Whe- 

Vice Sec. lher such a thing a s  A Recreation Cen- 
Tony Vanden Berg te r  fo r  our young people would or  m-ould 

* * * * *  not be an invitation for  heresy and evil 
into our church, I firmly believe would 

Chofu, Japan  certainly depend on the young people 
Sovember 1945 themselves. I sincerely hope we can have 

Dear Friends: more confidence than tha t  in them. 

I found the article ..Your They one day, no doubt. ~v i l l  be replac- 

Reports.. in the August editjam ,of the ing those no\v being held responsible 

B~~~~~ Lights. to say the lest, for  the standards of our  church. How 

ing. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ i ~ - ~  to voItaire even, in \vould they if it were not possible fo r  
a perhaps you:re this thein to withstand the trials of a Re- 

is going from bad to n-orse; dragging creation Center, one day hold the offices 

from the confession that I+ve read of our church \vithout dealing in mag- 

Voltaire. But  this is exactly the point hypocricy? 

I x-cish to present. The old story of the I hope 1 make my vote clearly seen 

hers ,5-earing eye-blinds; seeing o,lly " g\ling Our young people 

\\-hat's directly ahead, like so many peo- the opportunity of a place rrhere they 

pie, child and adult alike. I donst wish call freely (not unreasonably so)  exer- 

to exclude myself, and yet, I doubt cise themselves physically and tha t  one 

,\-hether those who kne,,. llle before d:ly a grea t  s~l i r i tual  profit may be see11 

into the _lrnled Forces saw because they're learned practically how 

me a s  a person of g rea t  false modesty. to conduct themselves in a world from 

On mj- re tu rn  home (which of course which they cannot escape. 

I hope \\-ill be soon) I 'm afraid modesty P o u r  friend & brother, 

nil1 find even less room in m y  life. I've Pfc Fred Pype, Jr .  

seen so much more-and all this not a t  
my own choosing. Conclusion: Eye-blinds 
should go  out: they were designed for  
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-He L e a d e t h  U s  
_ . I3y GERTRUDE I<OOSE - Pella Girl's Society 

He leadeth us \\rho knov~eth best, When our eyes a re  dimmed by sin. 
Along life's busy way: There's sorrow, grief, despair; 

Watching, gent1 y leading on, Then through the  darkness light we see 
Tha t  His  sheep go not astray. F o r  lo, our Lord is thew. 

There is not always sunshine H e  leads us  gently on, 
As along life's paths we go; Although our steps be slow; 

Yet doth H e  ever lead us. IVith eyes upon our Leader 
Where quiet waters flow. Our way rre safely go. 

Where doubts and grief o'ertake us, Though i t  be through day or  night 
And burdens we can't  bear: In  a world of sin and woe: 

There's ever One beside us. Slay we say.-"Thy will be done; 

Who will all our burdens share. Thou leadest-we will go." 

Often we'd faint  and falter,  Our pathway through this life is safe 
Yet when the clouds a re  gone; To God our prayers we raise; 

After all our trial's past With faith and t rust  within our hearts 
We k n o ~ v  I-Ie led us on. To Him eternal praise. 

Often we would ask,-"Why, Lord Though cross be heavy; cross be Light 
Lead nle 80 by Thy hand ?"  On jaunney here below; 

After the tasks a re  finished, Some day the  Answer we shall see. 
We'll fully understand. %'hy H e  led u s  so. 
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From The E d i t o r' s Desk 

Dear Staff: ryhme, meter, have a theme and a climax. 
How about a New Year's resolution There is such a thing as poetic license 

tha t  you g e t  your material at the proper but that  does not give you pernlission 
address on o r  before the  15th of each to take a hammer and pound the meter 
month? I t  map be only a beautiful ideal out of shape. 
bu t  i t  certainly isn't an impossible one You will find i t  easier, too, if you can 
to attain. I t  should not a t  all  be ne- see things which others have not noticed. 
cessary in a monthly publication to have For  instance, a bridge is not a group of 
a last minute rush with i t s  subsequent girders aoross a stream, but rather, i t  
chances fo r  errors and omissions. Let's is the hearty handclasp of the two 
consider i t  a privelege rather  than a friendly shores on opposite sides of t h a t  
chore fo r  us  to write fo r  this publi- stream. Or, rivets in that  bridge a r e  
cation. So, \\-ill you or won't you? not little rounded pieces of steel, but 

W e  try to keep brevity ' and  variety 
a s  two of the jewels of Beacon Lights 
and we a re  happy to hear from variocs 
readers who at test  to i t s  readability and 
who find i t  interesting enough to read 
from cover to cover. 

(P. S. This is written to compliment 
our staff and to spur  them on to comply 
with the reasonable request of the for- 
mer paragraph.) 

Well, I hope you readers have been 
enjoying the  contributions in  regard to 
"Our O u n  Youth Center". Your editor 
has  thoughts on the matter  but will wait 
until i t  appears that  all the contributions 

rather they a r e  the bent over backs of 
countless mighty men clutching with a 
Herculean grasp the various parts  as- 
signed to them. And leaves turn red in 
the fall because the wind has whispered 
tha t  their task is  ended and they a r e  
blushing with indignation! 

To save you the trouble of looking i t  
up, the word "mephitic", found else- 
where in this issue, means "having a foul 
odor". I came across the word and 
liked it. Hope you don't mind. Why not 
use i t  a few times and thus make i t  your 
ou7n ? 

We Need You, Grandpa! 
a r e  in. However, let's not become so 
excited about the  matter  tha t  we forget This publication has as i t s  sub-title, 
to  excercise Christian charity also LO ['For Rrotestant Reforn~ed Youth". But 
those who may differ u i t h  us. Remem- we need you Grandpa! And Grandma, 
ber now, no punching below the belt, in $00, f o r  tha t  matter. Certainly, we may 
the clinches o r  a f te r  the  bell .rings! speak of essentials and come to the 

absolute minimum of necessity and rea- 
You can write poetry if you watch that son that  all uTe need, let us say, fo r  
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this publication (although i t  may very receive suggestions from other societies 

\\.ell apply to  other things) is a quantity o r  individuals and print them in Beacon 
of paper, a few ur i t e r s  and a printer Lights. Such suggestions should be very 

and presto! Beacon Lights is born! Let's helpful t o  our societies. 
see now, could we trim i t  down just a 
little more? Oh yes, I have it! Find a * * * * *  
printer afflicted with cacoethes scribendi 
and give him a pile of paper and llTTENTION - SOCIETIES 
"niumbo jun~bo" a publication sees the 
light of day! Fello\v Societies: 

But, my imaginary pr inter- \~ri ter-  
publisher-distributor-reader friend com- 
plains! Tho ungrateful w~retch wants a 
building, a linotype, a home and even 
bread t o  eat! And all these things re- 
quire help from others--contractors, me- 
chanics and bakers. And I shall quietly 
slip away and hope that  you soon forget 
my perfectly logical soap-bubble! 

And so, grandpa, we need you. We 

1% have a small beginning of a 
Library and find i t  ra ther  difficult to 
find good reading material. We would 

like to suggest a plan o r  method which 
I\-e think would be beneficial to all our 
Young Peoples Societies. 

We would like to have any Society, 
having a library, to  send in names and 
the authors of good books r h i c h  they 
have in their libraries. In  this way any 

hope that  also a s  we come to your home society o r  evsn individual who is  in- 
f rom month to  month we may find a wel- terested can be  benefited by selecting 
come. We need you even as the home, the books which they do not have and 
school and church need the wisdom and 
experience of your years. Your com- 
ments, friendship and support a r e  wel- 
come! 

Have you read anything unusual o r  
striking in other periodicals o r  books 
lately? Something which w,ould perhaps 
be of interest to all of u s  or our de- 
nomination? lf you have, won't you 
please le t  us share i t  with you? You 
may add your own comments if you wish. 

Elsewhere on this page, you will find 
a request fo r  titles of books or  good 
reading material. W e  shall be happy t o  

thus build up their libraries. 
This me think, will save many Library 

Committees a good deal of work and 
time. 

A good Library is essential but much 
of the  literature is so 3Iodernistic. 

Hoping this proves successful. 
Thank you, 

The Manhattan Prot. 
Reformed Y. P. S. 

If you have something to do tha t  is 
n.orthu-hile doing, don't ta lk about it, 
but do it; your friends and  enemies 
will talk about it. 
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Who Am I 
(1.) Your f irst  impression of 

me must be that  I a m  a tall, broad, 
shoulclered individual. As you learn 
to  know me better you soon realize 
that  1 am sedate and modest of dis- 
position. studious a x 1  conscientious 
in my work. 

(2.) 113' birthplace was in thc 
Netherlands. The [date, Ja~~nuary 
22, 190-1. I t  was four years later, 
in 1908, that 1 f irst  set foot an 
American soil. Our family settlecl 
in Atwood, Michigan n7here I spent 
my early years and received my 
training in the funclamentwls of 
learning. I aln-ays had my lessons 
without much effort, which mcy 
have been one of the reasons why 
my teachers considered me a prob- 
lem child. 

(3.) At eighteen I begall feeling 
about for my field of labor, little 
realizing then that  my future lay 
in the ministry of the Word. I went 
to Grand Rapids where I worked 
both in the factory and on the 

111y goal by entering the Seminary 
of OLW o n n  Protestant ltefovmed 
Churches. 

(4.) Before entering the minis- 
t r y  I married a young lady of 
Grand Rapids, Miss Nettie \ITou- 
denberg. JIy first charge was in 
Bellflower, California, where I 
served a s  their first minister. My 
next charge nvas in Oskaloosa, Ionra 
and now I am located in Grand 
I raven, Michigan. 

TI lE  GIFT OF SONG 

(continued from page 4) 

fore 11-2 know it  we n:ay be singilig 
heartily som.ething we cannot ac- 
cept as our confession of the truth. 

In regard to the gift of song 
which God has given us wit11 \vhich 
to glorify Him, I am sure every- 
one of us r h e n  appearing before 
our God and giving account of also 
this wonderful gift of I-Iis, must 
confess : 

farm' Then I West for a " M y  sins w e  1n01.e than  I can  count 
while and later returned to Cliicago Alg sinfill &eds arise : n-here I met the turiling point in Yea, they  have ocertaken nte, 
nly life. 1 was in an  automobile I dare ?tot ra+e v ~ y  eyes". 
accitlent, so that  I was laic1 up  with 
a n  injured knee for some time. I t  \Ve inay have one consolation as 
was during this time that I feit my Christians, even though  no^ sing- 
allinlg to enter the ministry. So ing very imperfectly, one day we 
I returned to Grand Rapids, attend- shall sing the song of complete vic- 
ed the local Christian High School tory when n-e shall sing the new 
and Calvin College, and soon was songs and the songs of Moses and 
able to make anotber stride toward of the Lamb. 
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T o o  B u s y  
By MRS. C. DE BOER - IiaIamazoo, hlich. 

To busy to hear the song of the bird 
As he cal-01s at  the break of the day - 
Or list to the bee as his drone can be heard, 
When nectar he sips on the \i7ay? 

Too busy to observe the expanse of the blue 
As the clouds llonchalantly float by - 
Or gaze at the flowers of beautiful hue, 
Carressed by thte breezes wafting nigh? 

Too busy to visit those in  deep pain, 
Aiicl comfort the nreary of heart - 
Or write to a friend his faith to sustain, 
'Ere the days of his life do depart? 

Too busy to read in God's 1-Ioly Word, 
And nleditate on the Truth IIe imparts - 
Have I+-e prayed in the days already accurred: 
Is gratefulness ingrained in our hearts? 

Too busy with the cares of this life here below, 
That we forget the great mansions beyond - 
-4re we piljgl-ims-ancl in our very life s h o ~  
That \ve to the friendship of Gad clo respond? 

Too busy to realize that the things of this \T-orld, 
As fantasy so011 pass away - 
Xild t 4 e  plan of Cod will the11 be unfurled, 
To all--on that great Judgement Day? 

Will the ~~-orcls "Too Busy" be atuned on that Day, 
To the richnless of that divine state - 
Or nrill the 1.eb111re to our utter dismay. 
Be-"lt's too late, yes, it's too late!"? 
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Bible Study Outlines 
By Rev. L. DOEZEhl-i - Bellflower, California 

Job Raises the Problem of His own 

Suffering (Chap. 3: 20-2ti) 

In  the previous portion of this chapter 
we read of the g rea t  sin more desirable 
than life. This last par t  of his opening 
speech, verses 20-96. in the presence of 

his three friends. is a complaint. Ile 
f i r s t  asks the question why such an one 
a s  himself i s  given life a t  all. Then he I 
closes with a final complaint because he been born. Now that  he is  in life h e  
does not understand why he \\-as suf- longs for  death. That  reveals the depth 
fering. of misery. How impossible to  us is the  

I. Job doubts God's justice in causing 
a man to live for  suffering. 

1. In verses 20-22 Job raises the ques- 
tion, why is  light given to one \vho is in 
misery and explains what that  misery 
is. a )  The one of ~vhom he is thinking is  
one who is  bitter in soul. One who is 
bitter in  soul is a person who has suf- 
fered so much tha t  he not only has no 
hope but  he  despises the  thought of hear- 
ing of any  hope. He denies absolutely 
the slightest suggestion that  life has 
a n y  purpose in it. The bitter in soul re- 
gard  life a s  nothing else than vanity. 
The question Job asks is. why is light 
or life given to such a n  one who i s  in 
misery who does not care to l i re? b )  
Furthermore. the one in nlisery is in 
deep misery for  Job expresses i t  thus, 
tha t  they long f o r  death. This is his 
own desire. It is stronger than the de- 
s i re  tha t  he  would t h a t  he had never 

next expression: "and dig f o r  i t  more 
than f o r  hid treasure". Our .nature al- 
ways seeks to keep this life. c )  Verse 
22 explains also the one in  ~llisery. H e  
is  one who rejoices esceedingly when h e  

has found the grave. This seems im- 
possible fo r  how can one rejoice who has  
found the grave?  It is an extreme way 
to express t h a t  one has no change of 
mind when death =d the grave finally 
s ta re  upon him without giving any  es- 
cape. 2.  Verse 23 brings out the  real 
thought in back of the question and it 

expresses tha t  a man's misery is caused 
by Jehovah's hedging him in keeping 
him in the dark about his way. I t  a e m s  
that  Job here comes to the point that  a 
illan's nlisery i s  determined by the Lord 
and that  no other cause can be seen 
f o r  it. Job does not see any reason f o r  
living merely to suffer misery and really 
this question implies' an attack upon 
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God's justice, if it is not accompanied by out of place. 3. Let  us keep the ques- 
the prayer to  be made subservient to tion, why must a man suffer,  and wait 
the revelation of His inscrutable will. for the answer of God. 

11. Job applies his ~)hilosophy to his 
own experience. Vss. 24-26 1. He de- 
scribes his own suffering. Vss. 21, 25. 
IIis suffering comes to him as food, re- 
gularly, and tha t  is all he has, suffering. 
His expressions of pain knoll- I I ~  bound. 
They a re  poured out like a s t ream of 
water. The thing t h a t  he feared came 
to him. He oould not say that  i t  was 
better than he  had feared. His fea rs  
xvere realities. 2. This suffering has 
no let up, no rest, o r  quiet, or a time to 
refresh. Yet there is  the cycle of new 
trouble and raging. The f i re  was con- 
tinually fed. 3. We have read a descrip- 
tion of Job's suffering in the previous 
chapter. Here we have Job's o ~ ~ ~ n  words 
describing his own pain and terror, and 
his doubt a s  to the justice of it. 

111. Itenlarks: 1. This passage is in- 
deed a most important one of the book 
of Job. This f i rs t  speech of Job reveals 
to us the extent of his suffering and his 
sin. I t ,  therefore, also is the occasion 
for  the following discourses of his 
friends and the  final word of God in 
this book. A s  we interpret this chapter 
correctly we see the line of thought in 
the ren1s:nlng discourses. The discus- 
sion seeks to satisfy Job, a s  he ex- 
presses himself. 2. Often commentators 
add their criticisnl of Job a t  this s tage 
and remark tha t  he looked a t  himself 
and a t  suffering and forgot all about 
the factor of sin. Undoubtedly, we can 
make some remarks t o  answer the ques- 
tions of Joab, hut at this tinle they a re  

Eliphaz's first speech (Chap. 4, 5 ) 

Upon the speech of Job. Eliphaz. the 
leader o r  eldest of the three friends, 
speaks. One conlmentator concludes 
that  this speech considered by itself is 
one of the masterpieces of this book. 
With grea t  tact  he seeks to  apply the 
morality of himself and his three friends 
to Job. The above commentator makes 
the ~lual i f icatbn about this speech: "con- 
sidered by itself", f o r  although in itself 
i t  cantains many beautiful thoughts, in 
its application to the condition of Job 
there is  something wrong with it. Let  
us t ry  to discover the import of this 
speech and thereby trace the error or 
failure of Eliphaz. 

We can divide the speech into three 
pzrts: Chapter 1:l-11; 11-21: Chap 5. 

Tn this f r i s t  pa r t  of Eliphaz' speech, 
we have the set t ing forth of the main 

proposition of the three friends. Let  u s  
first see how he introduces his idea, 
hox-ever. 

I. His introduction: 1. Firs t  of all Eli- 
phaz politely asks permissh,n to speak. 
Because of the misery of Job this is in- 

deed a difficult task. But especially is  
i t  so \\?hen the three friends have in 
their mind to show Job that  the trouble 
is with himself. He realizes i t  may cause 
Job more grief. So he tries to soften i t  
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by adroitly asking a question in hie 
opening speech, verse 1. 2. Without 
troubling Jlob by having him consider 
whether to allow then1 to speak in his 
condition, Eliphaz forces himself upon 
Job by saying he cannot help speaking. 
Verse lb. 3. H e  calls attention to Job's 
past in  comparison \\pith his present cir- 
cumstances. Verses 3-6. a )  He does not 
refer to  the riches of Job but to his great  
influence and leadership tha t  he  gave to 
all those \vho needed it. He gave in- 

struction and comfort to  many and they 
all  \\-ere helped and conlforted by Job. 

b )  In verse 5 the  speaker reminds Job 
tha t  no\\,-the situation is reversed. He 
is  in trouble, and he cannot bear it. 
C) I n  verse 6 n7e hear an important ques- 
tion. From this question Eliphaz ap- 
proaches his proposition which follo\r.s. 
To interpret t h e  King James translatio~l 
I\-e must determine \\-hat is  meant \vith 
the  ~ o r d  "this". Evidently the t u n s -  
lators mean: is  not this, that  is, thy 
trouble, in thy  fear,  etc. Eliphaz is di- 
recting Job to the reason, a s  he sees i t ,  
f o r  the fact  tha t  Job faints. I t  h be- 

cause of lack of f e a r  o r  faith ist~ God, 
15-hich is the hope and confidence and 
the uprightness of thy n-ays. If such 
i s  our interpretation i t  is allnost the 
same as the idea of the Revised version 
although t h e  .revised version approaches 
i t  from the positive idea and is  probably 
more correct. The Revised version reads, 
"Is not thy  fea r  of God thy confidence, 
and the integrity of thy ways thy hope? 
This, in effect. gives us Eliphaz point- 
i n g  Job t o  the  way out of trouble, which 
i s  fai th  in God. 

11. The contention of the friends is 
here fist presented by Eliphiiz: 1. In 
verse 'i the proposition is given that  the 
innocent and the  righteous do not perish 
and a r e  not cut  off. This is  very true; 
Psalm 3 7 9 5  expresses the same truth. 
2. From his obsen~at ion Eliphaz points 
out tha t  one reaps what he  sows. If i t  is  

iniquity, that  shall be reaped Also 
this is a truth which cannot be denied. 
Galatians 5:7, 8 " . . . . F o r  what  a man 
SOIT-eth, t h a t  shall he also reap . . . ." 
3. In verse I) t h e  destruction of the  
wicked is  strangly pictured in the very 
\vay Scripture also portrays it. Cf. I1 
Thess. 2:8. 4. Very choice is his example 
of the lion. The s trong is destroyed. 

111. Our criticism: 1. Eliphaz speaks 
many truths  but does not  speak the 
truth. he does not apply the truth cor- 
rectly. -1 beautiful moral philosophy, a 
choice of texts, bu t  not a perfect under- 
standing of them. 2. When the speaker 
points Job to the necessity fo r  faith he  
did not take into consideration a t  all  
that  Job \\-as perfect and t h a t  he had 
not  sinned when this calamity had over- 
come him: he even had worshipped the  

' 

Lord. Job needed strengthening of his 
faith, to be sure. But the mere expres- 
sion of a platitude in  such a crisis did 

not a t  all touch the matter  of Job's 
suffering. (Cf. G:l) 3. The t ruths  of 
Scripture and of reality as  God created 
it a r e  not thoroughly understood by Eli- 
phaz. These texts a r e  only to be under- 
stood from the eternal point of \-ie\v. 
What  a man sows is not a l ~ a y s  reaped 
in this life. The harvest is a t  the end 
of time. eternal. So, too, the righteous 
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a r e  never eternally cut  off and do not can have dreams in which thoughts come 
perish out of everlasting life. But  often to us. which impress us  and s tay with us. 
they a re  cut off fro111 this life ever since c) Eliphaz is  in earnest and pon-erfully 
the cutting off of Abel. describes to us  his actual experience in 

verses 14-16. d )  The speaker is giving 
his philosophy of life. the  result of pro- 
found study and reflection and not ae- 

XI relation o r  a pretense tha t  he has re- 
ceived something from God. Cf. 527. 

Eliphaz' Speech (Continued) 
3. Evident also from t h e  content of his 

I t  is worth our while t o  analyze the 
speech of Eliphaz further, and study the 
second par t  of hk speech. There is  much 
to be learned f ~ o m  Eliphaz' failure a3d 
the a t t e n ~ p t s  of the three friends to  
solve the ~ r o b l e n ~  of Job. We a r e  often 
f a r  behind thesc three friends in our 
consideration of reality. The Wtord of 
God does not g i re  u s  this speech and 
the entire discourses bet\veen these 
saints merely t o  criticize them. but to 
see our error and lo be led to  the Light. 

The second part  of his speech inc1ud:s 
the verses 12-21. Very real is the con- 
ceptron of reality given here by Eli- 
phaz. We could say he pictures to ys: 
JIan's Fate. 

1. This conception which Eliphaz gives 
is not the result of superficial ohserva- 
tion. but is the result of deep  netl lit at ion. 
1. This is  evide~lt from the fact of his 
vision. Verses 12-21. a )  I do not think 
that  we should criticize this vision a s  a 
pretense for  prophetical power on the 
p a r t  of Eliphaz. Some do explain this 
a s  a revelation of God. b )  T think we 
must consider this a s  his poetical and 
figurative way of e~nphasizing the way 
this thought came to him in his life of 
refection out of his subconscious. We 

vision a )  I t  is  not a direct re\-elation of 
God f o r  then i t  \vould be indicated. b) 
This speech is what he himself conceived 
of reality, and it is undoubtedly based 
on his kno\\-ledge of revelation also, for  
i t  is  rtuth. c )  Striking arid beautiful. 

11. Content: Vss. 17-21: 1. Very beauti- 
fully he expresses ho\v man cannot 
question and contend with the Almighty 
and that  there cannot be any question 
about the Perfection of God, \vho<is our 
Creator and above the  creature. Verse 
17. 2. In verse 16 there is  a striking 
e-qression to shou- hoxv that  the ser- 
vants and angels of God a re  nothing in 
themselves. Eliphaz is  not only thinking 
of sinful men and angels: he  is  thinlting 
of the creatures of God in comparison to 
God. God. the -%l~night>- Creator. never 
entrusted anq-thing of His work to His  
creatures in themselves. fo r  they are  
mere creatul-es. I-le did not risk His 
kingdom with the f i rs t  Adam. He ~~villed 
from the beginning to realize all things 
i n  and through Himself. He must be all 
in  all. Eliphaz is deep. 3. I n  cerses 19- 

21 he gives us the fa te  of man. 31an is 
nothing really, if we observe his be- 
ginning and end, in  hirnself. a )  Made a 
house of clay, from t h e  dust; b )  vanish- 
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ing  like the moth. c )  JIen a re  beat to 
pieces from nlorning to evening. Death 
finally has  the victory and they perish 
and a r e  no more. Tragically he also 
adds, without any  regarding it, which 
refers t o  men themelres. (Cf. 21  "with- 
out  \visdom") d )  The Revised ve~.sion 
has  the  literal translaticn of verse 21, 
"Is not  their tent cord p-ucked up 1v:th- 
in them?" This refers to the soul \vhich 
Eliphaz pictures a s  the cords \vhich con- 
nect our f rame to life. When the tent 
co+ a r e  pulled the tent  collapses. 

* * * *  

XI1 

cause of frustration) kills a man, e n v ,  
(jealousy, rebellion) slayeth the silly 
one." Eliphaz must have in mind Job's 
cursing of his day. 3. Eliphaz reminds 
Job of the  many examples of men \ ~ h o  
thought and of u-honl Eliphaz I~ i~nse l f  

thought tha t  they \\+auld succeed in es- 
tablishing themselves. But they were 
fmlish and Eliphaz even cursed their 
living. They were themselves lost in  the 
clutches of fa te  and their children \\-ere 
also crushed because they had no coun- 
sel. They were destroyed of other foolish 
ones, the hungry who became robbers. 
3-5. 4. Once more the speaker refers 
to man's lot of affliction, fate. a )  -11- 
though i t  cometh not of the dust, i.e. 

Eliphae' Spew11 (Continued) 
created tha t  way; b)  pet "man (now) 

His Conclusiorl (Chapter 5) is born unto trouble. a s  the sparks f l y  

From the profound and correct con- 
ception of AIan's fa te  Eliphaz now cli- 
greets himself to Job i n  his final advice 
jn this f i rs t  speech. We may see the ne- 
gative and the positive. From verses 
1-7 \re have his advice to turn n~vay  
from t h e  creative; and in verses 8-27 
to turn to  God. 

I. S o  help in the creature: 1. This is 
his contention a s  is expressed in versc 
1. a )  "Call no\\- . . . ." and in the  second 
par t  of verse one he speaks of saints 
or, as i t  may be interpreted, angels. b )  
His question i~nplies  that  thore is no 
creature no matter  ho\v perfect \vho can 
help Job! c )  If God, the Creator, in His 
justice and holiness rules tha t  nlan 
should turn to the dust, can n creature 

help him? 2. Over against this fate of 
man i t  does no good to rebel. Verse 
2. "Wrath. ( tha t  is vexation, anger be- 

upward", so inevitably. c )  This, how- 
ever, is  t o  strengthen his negation, d o  
not seek help below, verse 1. 

11, Eielp is  in God: 1. Overagainst the  
helplessness of all things and all crea- 
tures the speaker advises, seek unto God 
and commit thy way unto Him. Vs.8. 
2. The praises of God a re  sung by Eli- 
phaz. Verses 9-15. a)BIany and great  
a r e  His works b )  infinitely beyond our 
comprehension. c )  He cares fo r  His crea- 
tion, verse 10, d )  He deals righteously 
with His creatures, verses 11-15 (1) the 
crafty and the  \vise and the from-ard 
a re  dealt with af ter  their own iniquity. 
(2) The lo\\- and the mourners and the 
poor he  saveth and exalteth. 3. The 
saved ones experience this. Verse 16 
"The poor hath hope . . . ." 4. The way 
of salvation is in the  way of chastise- 
ment. a )  Nevertheless, happy is tha t  one 
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who is corrected. b)  Corroclion takes - SERVICEXIEN'S FUND - 
the form of sore trouble, wounds, famine, 
war, mockery, destruction. c )  But al- The Beacon Light's Servicemen's Fund 
ways complete recovery for  this cor- wishes to thank t h e  following donators 
rection. Verses 17-21. 5. The man who for  their recent contributions: 
considers this way of salvation shall be 
happy, even in the face of trouble. 
Verses 22-23. Affliction shall be a s  
nothing to that  man. "thou shalt laugh". 
6. In this life thou shalt have confi- 
dence and t rust  in the future. "thou 
shalt know . . . . "  Verses 24-26. 7. 
Death shall be an end of the life of 
full prosperity. Verse 26. 11; shall be 
the harvest. 8. This i s  finally empha- 
sized a s  a message from the friends who 
have contemplated life and come t o  these 
definite conclusions. Verse 27. 

Il l .  Hemarks: 1. Once more we can re- 
mark tha t  we have sollie beautiful 
thought and Scriptural quotations here 
\\-hich a r e  intended for  our study to a r -  
rive a t  the full and complete Word of 
God in the  book of Job. 2. Nevertheless. 
there is some failure, some misconcep- 
tion which will be made plainer to us in 
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the follo~ving di!scussions bel\veen the ve- 
friends, and \\~hich God \\-ill finally Him- 
self sho\v to us. We have prcviiously in- BEACON LIGHTS 
dicated something of that. The purpose 
of the book is to h a r e  us proceed along \vishes jTou 
with Job and his friends. 

A 

The "Who Am I", written by Rev. C. 
Hanko. is  a biographical sketch of the 
life of Rev. Andrew Fetter. 
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