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What will be the best thing about heaven? I 
did not take a survey of the young people 
of our churches or of professing Christians. 

If I were to poll people from many different churches 
a plethora of answers would be given. Some might 
say the best thing about heaven will be seeing their 
husband, wife, child, parent, or friend who died. 
Others might relish the opportunity to talk to heroes 
of the faith such as Abraham, Joseph, David, Daniel, 
or Paul. Still others might say half-jokingly that they 
look forward to fishing or golf. Maybe some of us 
would say the same. 

None of these things can compare to what is 
truly the best thing about heaven. The highest bless-

ing of heavenly life will be seeing our Savior Jesus 
Christ and living in fellowship with our heavenly 
Father. This is what we are told in Revelation 21:3, 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their 
God.” Revelation 22:3–4 explains more fully how 
we will experience fellowship with God: “And there 
shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve 
him: and they shall see his face; and his name shall 
be in their foreheads.” Imagine that! We will see the 
face of God! 

The essence of heaven is God’s dwelling with 

 Guest Editorial Rev. Garrett Eriks

Our Eternal Home:  
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his people. God and his people will live in the same 
place, the new heavens and new earth. This will 
be the fullest and most intimate fellowship we can 
have with God because this is the fullness of God’s 
covenant of friendship with us. God’s people experi-
ence fellowship with God on this earth. Adam and 
Eve experienced this fellowship when God came 
down to the earth to walk and talk with them in the 
first paradise the first. Adam and Eve knew intimate 
fellowship with God before they sinned. But even 
then, for them to have this fellowship, God had to 
come down to them. They did not have the fullness 
of God dwelling with his people. 

God’s people in the Old Testament experienced 
fellowship with him at the tabernacle and temple 
when they gathered for the feasts and offered sin 
offerings and thank offerings. But this was limited. 
The people were not allowed personally to enter 
into the most holy place. Instead, they entered by 
the representation of the high priest once a year. 

Intimate friendship with God was revealed and 
experienced more fully in the New Testament with the 
coming of the Son of God in our flesh. The beauty 
of this fellowship is revealed in his name, Immanuel, 
which means God with us. Now we have God in us, 
as the Holy Spirit dwells in us. But still there is separa-
tion between heaven and earth, bride and groom, 
the church and Christ. We experience fellowship 
with God in Jesus Christ, but not face to face. Face 
to face is always better. You experience this. If you 
have friends in different parts of the country, you are 
thankful that you can text, call, Skype, or FaceTime. 
But seeing your friends at a convention or at school 
is always better. The same is true in our relationship 
with God. In the new heavens and new earth, we 
will experience the fullness of fellowship with God 
by seeing him and his glory. 

The fullness of fellowship with God is described 
as seeing God’s face (Rev. 22:4) and seeing the 
glory of God (Rev. 21:23). Seeing God’s face and his 
glory is shocking to anyone who understands God’s 
glory, majesty, and holiness, as this is revealed in 
scripture. How can this be? When Moses requested 
to see God (Ex. 33), God said, “Thou canst not see 
my face: for there shall no man see me, and live.” In 
the vision Isaiah sees in Isaiah 6, the angels covered 
their faces with two of their wings in the presence 
of God. How then shall we see the face and glory 
of God in the new heavens and new earth? We will 
see God and his glory like we have never seen him 

before. God’s glory will fill and permeate the new 
heavens and new earth. 

What does it mean to see God’s face and glory? 
Does this mean we will see God in a physical form, 
as when he came to visit Abraham and Sarah? No. 
Seeing God’s face and glory is knowing him more 
fully. Moses could see only the back side of God’s 
glory. This is like when you stand in the back of 
church and your family is already sitting. You can 
pick them out simply by seeing the backs of their 
heads. Although you can recognize them from the 
backs of their heads, you cannot see facial expres-
sions or communicate with them. From the back 
side, our knowledge of people is limited compared 
to seeing them face to face. While we live on earth, 
our knowledge of God is like seeing him from the 
back side. We know everything we need to know 
about God from his word, but our knowledge of him 
is limited. In heaven we will see God more fully. Our 
knowledge will still be limited, for only God knows 
everything about himself. But we will know him better, 
for we will see his glory. This means we will see more 
fully in heaven what God is like and what he does. 

Especially we will see and know more of God’s 
goodness, mercy, and grace. When we see the face 
of God, we will not see disappointment in his face 
that will drive us away. Instead, we will see his love, 
grace, and mercy, which draw us to him. We will 
see and understand infinitely better how much God 
loves us. 

How will we see this in the new heavens and 
new earth? Remember that we will not see God 
physically because he is a spirit. We will see the 
greatness of God revealed in all things in the new 
heavens and new earth. Scripture teaches us that 
creation declares the handiwork of God. Although 
the creation is severely marred by sin, we continue 
to see the glory of God in a thunderstorm, in flow-
ers, and in a sunset. We see the greatness of God in 
science and mathematics. We see the power of God 
in his providential rule over all things in this world. 
If we see God in this creation, certainly we will see 
the glory of God in the new heavens and new earth, 
in which will be no effects of the fall. 

In the new heavens and new earth we will see 
the glory of God in each other. We are recreated in 
the image of God because we are being conformed 
to the image of Christ. This means that we see the 
righteousness and holiness of God in each other. 
We see the love of God in our relationships with 
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each other. We learn about our Father’s love when 
our parents discipline us and hug us after we sin. 
In the new heavens and new earth we will see the 
glory of God in each other more fully because there 
will be no more sin there. This does not mean we 
will become little gods. God’s work will be evident 
in our perfection. In this we will see the majesty and 
excellence of the God who has worked righteous-
ness, holiness, and love in our hearts.

Especially, we will see God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. In our changed, resurrection bodies we will 
see Jesus. When we see Jesus, we see God. This is 
what Jesus told us in John 14:9: “He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father.” The primary way we will 
see the face and glory of God is when we see Jesus. 

Seeing God’s face and glory in Jesus Christ will 
be the best of heaven. This should be why we want 
to go to heaven. 

Maybe when you have thought about heaven, 
you have thought about people you would like 
to interview. Maybe you would choose Abraham, 
Moses, David, Paul, Martin Luther, or John Calvin. 
Why them? You would choose them because of their 
spiritual beauty and the gifts God has given to them. 

Who is more spiritually beautiful, talented, 
knowledgeable, and interesting than Jesus? There-
fore, Jesus should be the first person we want to see. 
He is the master artist of the universe, the inventor 
of music, and our Savior. Of course we want to be 
with him. He died on the cross for us. And the good 
news is that Jesus wants us to be with him forever.

Forever we will sit at the feet of Jesus, enjoying 
fellowship with God as we fellowship with Jesus. This 
is a great wonder because think of the millions of 
people who will be in heaven. (Remember that the 
number of the saved is compared to the sand on the 
seashore). I believe that we will all be able to spend 
personal time with Jesus in heaven, receiving instruc-
tion about the greatness of our God. How this will 
take place I do not know. This is part of the wonder 
of heavenly life that we do not understand now. 

The chief joy of heaven is that we will have a 
fuller knowledge of God without sin. Because we 
are redeemed from sin with Christ’s blood, we 
are welcomed into the presence of our Lord to see 
him face to face. This is the joy of God’s people in 
heaven—to look into the loving, compassionate eyes 
of God. Heaven will be knowing and seeing God. It 
is not about doing the things I want to do, such as 
golfing or fishing. In the new heavens and new earth 

we will constantly be growing in our knowledge of 
God through Jesus Christ.

When we understand that the chief joy of heaven 
is growing in the knowledge of God at Jesus’ feet, 
this will affect the way we live our lives on this earth. 
We are part of heaven’s community, the church 
triumphant that rejoices in the glory, grace, and 
beauty of God. We read in holy scripture that the 
desire of God’s people is to know him and be with 
him. In Psalm 27:4 David confessed, “One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that 
I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in his temple.” When we understand that in 
heaven we will be with God and we will grow in the 
knowledge of him, we will desire the same thing in 
this life. We will be in the word and worship because 
we want to dwell with God and behold his beauty. 
Is this our desire? 

Asaph expressed his desire for God this way in 
Psalm 73:25: “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee.” 
The central desire of the believer’s heart is God—to 
be with him and to know him. We might think that 
this means that our eyes should only be on the giver 
of all our gifts and not the gifts themselves. We must 
not think that God is good and all that we have on 
this earth is bad. When we seek God, we will see the 
gifts that God gives rightly. God is not displeased 
when we enjoy a good meal, a good book, a relaxing 
vacation with family, and so many other things. The 
problem for us is that we often seek joy and satisfac-
tion in these gifts instead of the giver of these gifts. 
But God is not frowning in heaven when we enjoy 
these things. He is displeased when we detach them 
from him, the giver of every good and perfect gift. It 
may be that in heaven we will enjoy some of these 
activities, but we will enjoy them in perfect friendship 
with God, in which there will be no sin.

Because our ultimate goal in heaven will be 
seeing God, our ultimate goal in this life must be to 
see and know him. This is why we need to be in the 
word of God and under the preaching. This is the 
way God reveals himself to us. 

When we understand theology and doctrine 
rightly from the holy scriptures, then we will see 
everything else rightly also. We will give thanks for 
the multitude of blessings we have in Jesus Christ. 
We will observe the glory of God revealed in math, 
science, or a cardinal we watch in the backyard. We 
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 Editor’s Notes  Mark H. Hoeksema

Beacon Lights is pleased to present this post-
convention issue of the 2014 gathering of 
Protestant Reformed young people. Included 

are the three speeches given, an article by Ryan 
Kregel, our associate editor, who served as a chap-
erone and who therefore gained a bird’s eye view 
of the goings on, plus some photographs of various 

will enjoy the friendships we have and the pleasures 
of family and hobbies we enjoy. But none of them will 
ever eclipse our enjoyment of the faithful covenant 
God who gives us these blessings. We will use them 
in the service of him. 

One day we will enjoy perfect life with God in 

 Convention Recap Ryan Kregel

2014 Convention Report

Young people, do you realize how much work 
was put into the convention this year? I had the 
wonderful privilege of being able to participate 

in the convention as a chaperone. I was able to see 
the everyday activities of the conventioneers and see 
a small part of the behind-the-scenes work that had 
to happen in order to make everything run smoothly. 
So many people from Hope Protestant Reformed  
Church in Redlands poured countless hours into the 
planning and running of the convention. “Years of 
work” and “several meetings per week” are a couple 
of the phrases I heard thrown around that hardly 
begin to capture how much time was sacrificed. I was 
privileged to meet many of the people who poured 
their hearts into this event.

On top of all the busyness of hosting the con-
vention, many families in the church hosted con-
ventioneers, chaperones (myself included), and 
visiting families for the weekends before and after 

the convention. A Seventh Day Adventist church 
was rented the Sunday before convention in order 
to accommodate the large number of visitors. The 
members of the host church generously opened up 
their homes and their church to the many visitors. 
What a wonderful testimony of their love for the 
communion of the saints. “Thou art my Lord: my 
goodness extendeth not to thee; But to the saints 
that are in the earth, and to the excellent in whom 
is all my delight” (Ps. 16:2–3).

The transportation committee was busy making 
sure all conventioneers and chaperones arriving at 
the airport on Monday were picked up at the ap-
propriate time. To top that off, conventioneers were 
given food and drinks before they even got on the 
bus to head to camp. The same was true on Saturday 
when most headed home. How’s that for service?

The convention was held in Idyllwild Pines Camp 
in Idyllwild, California. The location of the camp was 

heaven. May this be why we long to go to heaven. 
We will see God, live with God, and serve God for-
ever without sin!  H 

Rev. Eriks is pastor of Hudsonville Protestant Reformed 
Church in Hudsonville, Michigan.

events. Beacon Lights thanks Shawn Karsemeyer for 
the pictures and Kara Kregel for putting together the 
collage. More pictures are available at fullhouse-
photography.com. 

By all accounts the convention was a rousing 
success, for which Redlands deserves kudos and for 
which we thank God in his providence.  H
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beautiful, set up in the mountains. The theme of the 
convention was “Living in the Last Days,” taken from 
1 Thessalonians 5:1–8. Revs. Eriks, Decker, and 
Huizinga each gave stirring speeches that struck at 
the hearts of all present. They graciously obliged to 
submit written forms of their speeches for publica-
tion in this issue. I will let the speeches speak for 
themselves, but I will say this: the messages brought 
were spoken in true conviction of the gospel and a 
love for the young people. I could not help but notice 
the attentiveness of young people and all present to 
the words of the Spirit spoken through these three 
men. The messages were spoken to young people, 
but are applicable to all, regardless of age. Read 
them and be edified. You can also watch them on 
YouTube.  After each speech discussions were held 
in small groups throughout the camp following the 
themes of the speeches. 

Team games were held on Tuesday and Wednes-
day afternoons, with the championship games on 
Friday. A few injuries had accumulated by the end 
of the week, but that is to be expected with 26 
teams of young people in heated competition. My 
personal favorite game to watch was the “Soccer 
Ball Charge” in which opposing teams lined up on 
opposite sides of a small field that had a large soc-
cer ball in the middle. By large soccer ball I mean 
a six foot diameter soccer ball! Three or four young 
people at a time were called out from each team 
and had to advance the giant soccer ball past the 
opposing team’s line using mighty shoves and stout 
kicks. One thing though, they weren’t allowed to 
stand on two legs. All of this had to be done while 
“crab walking” (back facing the ground, scrambling 
around on arms and legs). Two other favorites of 
many were “Slip’n’Slide Kickball” and “Broomball”, 
which were the games played for the semifinals and 
championship. 

Beach day. On Thursday morning charter buses 
took the four hundred plus conventioneers and 
chaperones to Huntington Beach. Many people 
from the host church came to help out and enjoy 
the afternoon. Several of these people had to get to 
the beach at sunrise in order to stake out an area. 
Several “easy up” shelters were set up throughout the 
area. There was a water/Gatorade tent, a medical 
tent, a snack tent, a fresh fruit tent (50 watermelons 
were brought in for this), and others. Does it get any 
better than that for a day at the beach?  After an 
afternoon packed with catching waves, swallowing 

saltwater, sand sculpting, walks to the pier, and vol-
leyball games, all were ready to devour the two hun-
dred pizzas that were delivered beachside around 5 
p.m. Devotions were conducted in groups and the 
pizzas were consumed. The buses arrived one by 
one and shipped everyone back up the mountain to 
the camp. Once again all the committees involved 
hit every detail spot-on. Even the bus drivers were 
commenting on the great amount of organization 
during the whole process.

Friday was banquet day. The banquet committee 
and many other helpers were busy for most of the 
day decorating the dining hall for dinner and the 
patio where the punch bowl and photo booths were 
located. The theme was “An Elegant Evening at the 
Beach”. Dinner was delicious. Dessert was cupcakes 
with homemade candies on top that looked exactly 
like sand dollars! After-banquet activities consisted 
of games up on stage, awards, and lots of candy. 
Then it was time to say goodbye as a group. We 
sang “God Be With You Till We Meet Again,” and 
Rev. Huizinga led the group in devotions. After be-
ing dismissed the young people were free to spend 
the night fellowshipping and playing games in 
designated areas until 2 a.m. when the first buses 
started bringing young people and chaperones to 
the airport. This continued through the morning until 
8:30 a.m. when the last bus left camp.

The organization and logistics behind this con-
vention week were second to none. I wish you could 
see the chaperone book I was given, detailing all of 
the week’s events. I kept thinking to myself through-
out the week, “They thought of everything!” 

God has blessed our churches with godly young 
people who love the truth, and for this we have much 
to be thankful. The 2014 young people’s conven-
tion was a testimony of God’s covenant preserved 
in generations.

God has blessed the people in Hope Protestant 
Reformed Church in Redlands, California with many 
gifts in various areas of life that were used to produce 
the great success that was this year’s convention.  H

Ryan is the associate editor of Beacon Lights.
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October 9 Read 2 Thessalonians 1
The church of Thessalonica along with the church of all 

ages suffered persecution at the hands of enemies of the 
truth. Paul had to leave this city and its fledgling church, 
but the persecution continued. In the opening chapter of 
this letter he assures them that he will pray for them in their 
troubles. He also reminds them that when Christ returns, 
vengeance will be brought against those who oppose 
Christ and his bride, the church. People of God, we have 
that same hope today. We know that as the time gets closer 
to the return of our Savior, persecution will increase. Let us 
pray for ourselves amidst persecution, but let us remember 
our brothers in Christ even as Paul did. Sing Psalter 300.

October 10 Read 2 Thessalonians 2
The church at Thessalonica had an error bubbling up 

in the church. There were those who were teaching that 
Christ was returning soon. Paul had to combat that error, 
as it was affecting not only the church life of these saints 
but also the personal lives of some of the members. Paul 
reminds them of two signs of Christ’s return that must oc-
cur. First, there must be a great falling away in the church. 
Second, antichrist must appear and delude many. People 
of God, are you watching for the signs of our Savior’s 
return? Are you ready for the last days? We need Paul’s 
encouragement as it is found in verses 13–15, and we 
need to pray for all the saints, even as Paul does in the 
last two verses. Sing Psalter 33.

October 11 Read 2 Thessalonians 3
In this chapter Paul first covets the prayers of the church 

for him and the work God has given him to do. Do we 
pray for ministers, elders, deacons, missionaries, and 
seminary professors in our daily prayers? These men are 
carrying out the work of watching over our souls. These 
men are carrying out the work of spreading the gospel. 
These men are carrying out the work of causing the return 
of Christ. They need our prayers. Paul’s second point in 
the chapter is that daily life must be lived to the glory of 
God. Once again, we need this admonition as well. Are 
we living our lives as ones who are watching and waiting 
for Christ’s return? In living our lives in this way we will 
find a peace that will give us comfort as we wait to go to 
our permanent home. Sing Psalter 253.

October 12 Read 1Timothy 1
After leaving Ephesus in Timothy’s charge, Paul writes 

to the young minister this epistle. The intent of the letter 

is to encourage the minister and to give to him advice 
concerning his charge. This first chapter also shows the 
power of the grace of God in Paul’s life and in the life of 
all Christians. Reread verse 14. Our salvation is by grace 
through faith and love that abide in Christ. We need this 
reminder of the power of God’s grace. Without irresistible 
grace we would not be gathered into the number of the 
saints. Salvation is of God alone and not by our works. 
Paul closes the first chapter with the benediction found in 
verse 17. May the truths found in it be evident in our lives. 
Sing Psalter 172.

October 13 Read 1Timothy 2
One of the matters in which Paul instructs Timothy is the 

subject of public prayer. This is prayer uttered in the church 
by the ordained officebearers. That these officebearers are 
men is evident from the instruction given in the latter half 
of the chapter. While the instruction is primarily meant for 
public prayers, we may learn from it and use its instruction 
in our private prayers. Do we pray for all kinds of men, 
knowing that God gathers his church from every strata 
of society? Do we pray for the government officials even 
when we are displeased with their decisions? This is the 
command of God for us. The reason is that by their good 
governing the church may flourish until Christ returns. 
Sing Psalter 223.

October 14 Read 1Timothy 3
At the end of the chapter Paul speaks of truth–the pillar 

and foundation of the church of God. Those who uphold 
that truth are its officebearers–elders and deacons. In a 
young church these men were essential to its wellbeing. 
Elsewhere in scripture these men are spoken of as watch-
men over the souls of God’s people. Young men, do you 
desire to take up the work of these offices? Older men, 
do you continue to work in the offices if you are able? The 
church is blessed when capable men do the work that God 
has placed in front of them. Uphold the truth, men, and 
receive God’s blessing. Sing Psalter 241.

October 15 Read 1Timothy 4
A young minister would do well to reread this chapter 

often in the early stages of his ministry. Paul reminds Timo-
thy of evils that will confront him and his charge as Satan 
seeks to make the church fall away from the truth. Paul 
encourages Timothy to read. This admonition is needed 
not only for ministers, but for all officebearers and for the 
congregation as a whole. While books are easy to obtain 

Watching Daily 
At My Gates

 Devotional Chester Hunter
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in these days, God’s people have fallen into the disease 
of not reading. We need to seek the truth as it has been 
written about in days gone by as well as in this day. Give 
attention to reading, people of God, for in that way we will 
know the truth and it will make us free. Sing Psalter 333.

October 16 Read 1Timothy 5
There are many situations that come up in the church of 

Christ. In this chapter Paul gives Timothy advice on how 
to approach some of those situations. Each of them has 
to be handled differently. Sometimes it depends on the 
age of the person, and sometimes on their position in the 
church. There are two things that must be remembered. 
First, these are members of the body of Christ and must 
be dealt with accordingly. Second, all of us have sinned; 
none can say, “I am better than you.” As we live in the 
church of Christ, let us love our neighbor as ourselves. 
Sing Psalter 369.

October 17 Read 1Timothy 6
Verse 6 is a verse after which we can pattern our lives. 

We can use verse 6 in any situation within and without 
the church. First, we must be godly. That means we fol-
low God’s law in all that we do. We do not let a situation 
dictate what we do, but rather ask what God in his word 
tells us to do. Second, we must be content in the situation 
in which God has placed us. If we are not content, we 
fall into the sin of covetousness. If we fall into that sin, 
we place ourselves in danger of many other sins. Think 
of David’s lamentable fall. May our prayers each day be 
that God will direct us in his law and give us contentment 
in the way that he leads us. Sing Psalter 40.

October 18 Read 2 Timothy 1
People of God, can you, like Paul, say, “I know whom I 

have believed”? Can you, again like Paul, face death be-
cause of your faith in Christ Jesus and say, “I am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day?’” Chronologically this seems to be 
the final epistle of Paul. He writes it as he faces seemingly 
certain death at the hand of wicked Nero. But yet Paul 
trusted that God would bring him through this trial. Do 
we claim that same faith? Are we ready to confess God 
before men in the most trying circumstances? By faith we 
can. Through Jesus Christ we can embrace persecution, 
knowing that it is for God’s glory. May we pray for the 
grace to sustain such things. Sing Psalter 152.

October 19 Read 2 Timothy 2
Paul continues his instruction of Timothy with the striking 

words of verse 15. These are not just words for a preacher 
or a seminarian. These are words for all of God’s people. 
Young people, do you approach school in this manner? 
Do you study in order to take up your appointed places in 
God’s kingdom? Do you study God’s word, looking for the 
truths of scripture in order to have a right understanding 
of them? Do you wish to be approved of God or men? 
After verse 15 Paul shows Timothy whom he must face in 

his work. The same sorts of men lurk around us as well. 
Let us prepare ourselves in school, in catechism, and in 
worship to be approved of God. Sing Psalter 322.

October 20 Read 2 Timothy 3
In the beginning of this chapter, Paul describes what it 

will be like in the days before Christ returns. He especially 
points out those who pretend to know the truth, but do 
not know it and/or twist it to say what it should not. In 
contrast to this description comes his charge to Timothy 
found in verses 14–17. This is not just a word to a young 
minister, but it is the word of God to members of the church 
of all ages. First, we must believe that the entire Bible is 
the God-breathed word to his church. Second, parents, 
like Timothy’s mother and grandmother, must exhaust 
themselves teaching that word to their children. Finally, all 
of God’s people, including children and young people, 
must spend time learning, studying, and living out of that 
word. May we learn that word and use it even in the evil 
days that have and will come upon us. Sing Psalter 334.

October 21 Read 2 Timothy 4
People of God, here, as in other places in scripture, our 

lives on this earth are described as an arduous race that 
must be run. It is not a sprint; it is not a two-mile race on an 
oval racetrack. It is a marathon on a steeplechase course. 
While we may not be called to run as arduous a race as 
Paul did, and while our race on this earth may not end as 
Paul’s did, we are called to run that race. We have a fight 
to finish. How are we running? How are we fighting? We 
run and we fight so that God’s name may be glorified. Is 
it in our daily lives? Sing Psalter 234.

October 22 Read Titus 1
We read of Titus in many places in Acts as well as in 

other epistles of Paul. It appears that Paul and Titus visited 
Crete, and now Titus was there finishing the work that had 
been started earlier. The gospel had been established 
there by means of preaching. We find the necessity of 
sound preaching in the first verse of the letter as well as 
later on, as Paul gives Titus direction on how to go about 
the work in Crete. Preachers must take this admonition 
to heart, but a congregation must as well. Preaching is 
for the good of the congregation because by it the way of 
salvation is opened to the listener. May we covet sound 
preaching; may we listen attentively and take it into our 
hearts. Sing Psalter 222.

October 23 Read Titus 2
While the previous chapter showed us the necessity of 

sound preaching, this chapter shows us the content of 
sound preaching. Each of us is mentioned in this chapter. 
Each of us must listen to the word as it is expounded from 
Sabbath to Sabbath to find how we must live. This chapter 
also gives us the goal of that life. We live on this earth in 
expectation of the coming again of Christ. We are not to 
be idle as we wait for him to come, but rather we must 
each in the station and calling that we have been given 
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work out our salvation with fear and trembling, knowing 
that it is God who works in us out of his good pleasure. 
Are we listening? Are we working? Sing Psalter 419.

October 24 Read Titus 3
Notice the first verse of this chapter of final instruction 

to this young minister. There are two matters to which 
Titus had to attend; they are related. First, he had to ad-
monish the church to obey those who had been placed 
in authority over them. We need this admonition as well. 
Think of all those who are our authorities. In the sphere 
of home, church, school, and state, there are many who 
are our authorities. We must obey them in order that we 
keep the fifth commandment as well as the other words 
from God. Second, we need the admonition to do what is 
good. Good is not necessarily what we want to do, even 
if our choice may not be sinful. Good is what obeys the 
commandment to love God and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. We need to heed the commands given to the 
church at Crete as they are given to the members of the 
church of all ages. Sing Psalter 393.

October 25 Read Philemon
Philemon is thought to have been a minister at Colosse. 

He had a servant, Onesimus, who had run away, had 
come to Rome, been converted under Paul’s preaching, 
and was useful to Paul while Paul was in prison. Paul does 
what is right; he sends Onesimus back to his rightful owner 
with this letter imploring Philemon to receive his slave as 
a Christian brother and treat him as such. In this personal 
letter we see application to us. We too need to receive 
wayward, repentant brothers and welcome them back 
into our fellowship. The basis for this instruction is God’s 
love for us when we were in our sins. Sing Psalter 369.

October 26 Read Hebrews 1
In this book, whose author cannot be positively identi-

fied, we have an argument to the Jewish nation of the work 
of Christ for our salvation. The message of this book is not 
time-bound, but important for the church of all ages and 
situations. Christ was ordained for our salvation before 
time even began. The work that he does is for his people 
alone without any help from them. We will find these ideas 
more in this book of Holy Writ. Look in this first chapter for 
evidence for the manner of our salvation, for creation, for 
the work of the angels, and for our place in God’s created 
order. Sing Psalter 14.

October 27 Read Hebrews 2
In this chapter the author continues with the theme of the 

excellence of Christ and his work concerning the salvation 
of the church. Let us go back and look at the first verse 
of the chapter. Notice the command found there. We are 
enjoined not to let what we have heard slip away from 
us. What we have heard is undoubtedly the preaching of 
God’s word. We have such a privilege to hear that word 
from Sabbath to Sabbath. What do we do with it? Do we 
let it go in one ear and out the other like the rocky soil 

hearing in Jesus’ parable? Is it gone once we step out of 
church? Do we forget it when faced with the challenges 
and temptations of daily life? God’s word is precious and 
we should hold on to it with all our might and main. Sing 
Psalter 42.

October 28 Read Hebrews 3
Young people, if you have not already, you should 

be considering making public profession of your faith. 
Throughout this book of holy scripture we find that idea. 
It is not enough to say within ourselves that we are Chris-
tians. We need to come before the body of Christ and 
confess him as our savior and the high priest who sacri-
ficed himself in our behalf. The Hebrews were reluctant to 
confess Christ before men. For this they were admonished. 
Confession of faith is a finishing of the work begun at 
baptism. Parents have vowed to see children brought up 
in the fear of Jehovah until those children reach the years 
of discretion. This is a solemn vow and brings with it the 
solemn vow of young people to seek to make confession 
of faith. Sing Psalter 255.

October 29 Read Hebrews 4
There are several verses in this chapter to which we can 

look to gain strength and guidance as we make our pil-
grimage on earth, looking for our eternal home in heaven. 
But it is the last one to which I call your attention. Do we 
come boldly before God’s throne of grace each day? Do 
we begin and end our days in prayer, knowing that we will 
find an answer of peace to our prayers? We have many 
times of need, and they are different for each of God’s 
children. This verse assures us that we will find grace. We 
find that grace not because of what we have done, but 
because our high priest resides in heaven, preparing for 
us a place. This high priest is merciful and will provide for 
us grace no matter what our need may be. Remember, 
people of God, to go to that throne often. Sing Psalter 235.

October 30 Read Hebrews 5
The Hebrew Christians continued to fall back into the 

ways of the old dispensation. The writer of this book had 
to point them to the true priest who was after the order 
of Melchisedec. Their fallings were such that they had to 
be fed with the milk of the word and not the meat. What 
would be said about us? Do we need to be fed milk like 
an infant, or are we seeking the meat of God’s word? To 
seek the meat means that we must daily study that word. 
We must be like the Bereans and search the scriptures. 
Milk is good, but the mature child of God needs the meat. 
Let us daily and from week to week on the Sabbath seek 
the meat of God’s word. Sing Psalter 325.

October 31 Read Hebrews 6
After explaining the doctrine of Christ’s priesthood, the 

writer begins to admonish his readers to live out of the 
salvation purchased for them. First in these admonitions 
is the necessity of believers to live out of the word of God. 
We are fed each Sabbath day. How do we use that food? 
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Do we consider those sermons during the week, seeing 
how they apply to us? We might be quick to apply them 
to someone else, but what about our lives? If we do not 
use that word that we heard for our good, we might as 
well not have heard it. We have a goal in our lives, and 
that goal is eternal life. Are we working out our salvation 
with fear and trembling? Sing Psalter 26.

November 1Read Hebrews 7
In this chapter the writer to the Hebrews goes back to the 

earlier theme of the priesthood of Christ. Why does he do 
that? He wants to make sure that the Hebrew Christians 
do not think that the doctrine of works righteousness as 
developed by the Pharisees and others is the acceptable 
doctrine in the church and in the lives of the believers. 
While we probably do not go back to the works righteous-
ness of the Levitical law, we may be tempted to live out of 
a works righteousness doctrine contrived by us or someone 
else. This has been a weakness in the church ever since 
the apostolic age. Our salvation is from Christ and from 
Christ alone; of that there is no doubt. Sing Psalter 302.

November 2 Read Hebrews 8
After summarizing what he has stated before and show-

ing the work of any priest, the writer once more turns to 
the excellence of the work of Christ for our salvation. He 
leaves no doubt that the Levitical priesthood has passed 
away even as the veil of the temple rent asunder at the 
moment of Christ’s death. For us there is great hope and 
comfort. We have hope that our lives on this earth are 
but a pilgrimage to a better place. We have the comfort 
that we will not be forgotten, but will be gathered by the 
covenantal work of Christ for us. We have no need to 
despair in this life; a better one is coming. Sing Psalter 29.

November 3 Read Hebrews 9
Sometimes we may wonder why we would hear sermons 

taken from the first part of the Old Testament, especially on 
all those laws that seemingly have no meaning for today. 
The Hebrew Christians had to learn that those laws have 
been fulfilled. Their purpose was to point them to Christ, 
who now had come and was the better high priest. But 
yet there is meaning and purpose for us in those laws. 
They help us first to appreciate the work of Christ on our 
behalf. Second, in hearing and learning about those laws 
we can gain insights into the doctrines that should guide 
our lives. The writer in other places in this book points out 
the necessity of the word in our lives. He means the whole 
word, not just parts of it. Sing Psalter 334.

November 4 Read Hebrews 10
Reread verses 23–25 and 38. In those verses we have 

a summary of doctrine and life. In verse 38 we find the 
watchword of the Reformation. For those who cling to 
works righteousness this phrase is first stated in the Old 
Testament and then referred to in several places in the 
New. Verses 23-25 show to us how to live. We must con-
tinue in the confession of our faith. First, we must make 

such a confession. Young people, do not neglect this 
necessity. Second, we must live out of that confession. 
As verse 24 tells us, we must do this daily and with our 
neighbors. Finally, our presence in God’s house on the 
Sabbath is required. It is not an option; God commands 
it. Let us live out of the faith won for us by Christ on the 
cross. Sing Psalter 109.

November 5 Read Hebrews 11
After stating that the just shall live by faith in the previous 

chapter, the writer demonstrates with many examples how 
the just live. We know or should know the accounts of these 
“heroes” of faith. Do we live lives with them as examples? 
Their faith is the faith of all Christians because it has one 
source: our covenant God. After refreshing our memories 
of the battles of these Christians, the Holy Spirit reminds 
the Hebrews and us that faith is perfected in the sacrifice 
of Christ on the cross. That is the better thing prepared 
for us. Sing Psalter 187.

November 6 Read Hebrews 12
After listing a large number of those who had by faith 

endured on this earth, the writer shows us that we must 
follow Christ as our example. This is the theme of this 
book. The race that we run is a race that we are in because 
of Christ’s work on the cross. The faith described in the 
previous chapter was not because of those men; it was of 
Christ, the author and finisher of our faith, by his work on 
the cross in our behalf. As members of the church militant 
we must persevere by that faith until we too become part of 
that cloud of witnesses, the church triumphant. That church 
will reign with Christ forever in the new heaven and earth. 
As the last verses of the chapter state, our calling now is to 
live a life of sanctification while waiting on our entrance 
into that kingdom purchased by Christ. Sing Psalter 30.

November 7 Read Hebrews 13
Do you need to know what you must do as you run 

the race of faith on this present earth? Read this chapter 
often and then follow it. The theme is found in the first 
verse. Christ loved us as our elder brother; we must love 
our earthly brother in all things. This may not be easy, 
but it is a command. The writer expands on the theme 
by talking about our life in marriage, in the church, and 
toward rulers. Our life on this earth must show the activity 
of faith. Our salvation has been earned by a perfect high 
priest. Our calling is to live out of that salvation until our 
place in heaven is prepared for us. The writer also reminds 
us to pray. We should and we must, daily. As you finish 
your devotions today, reread verse 20 and make a new 
resolution to live the life that is set forth in this chapter. 
Sing Psalter 371.

Reminder: Beacon Lights is still looking for someone to 
write the Devotions rubric in light of Mr. Hunter’s imminent 
retirement.—Ed.
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Ray Ezinga (RE): One of the things that’s kind of 
interesting out here is that we have visiting minis-
ters. Rev. Bekkering was visiting at that time. He was 
preaching down in Houston at that time, and I was 
in the consistory. This is in the old church yet. On 
the northwest corner, there is a door you can come 
in from the outside. We have a little consistory room 
there. Very small. But there’s a platform there and 
then steps going down because the basement sits 
halfway out of the ground. Well, Bob Brands comes 
in, and he was all scared. I said, “What’s the matter 
with you?” “Oh,” he says, “there’s a car out there 
with three really scuzzy-looking guys by my van.” I 
said, “Well, did you lock your van?” “Oh no.” I said, 
“Go out there and lock it.” “No! I’m not going to go 
out there.” “Oh, for cryin’ out loud. I’ll go out there 
with you.” So we went and locked his van up. There 
was this car there with three scuzzy-looking guys in 
it, and they kinda moseyed out a little ways from us. 
We didn’t think too much of it. Got in church (it was 
summer), and the windows were all open. I heard: 
clunkity-clunk-clunk out there. I thought, “What in the 
world was that?” I thought, “Well, when I stand up to 
sing” (the consistory was in the first row by that door), 
“I’ll go out that door and see what’s going on.” 

When we stood up to sing, I looked out the win-
dow, and here’s the guy in my van which is parked 
right there, stealing my CB radio. I went out the door, 
and I jumped off that platform. I was going to land 
right on top of him, you see? And I said something 
that was obviously not very nice, and the whole 
church heard it because the windows were open. 
(laughter) I don’t remember what I called him, but I 
was reminded of it afterwards. Anyway, I pulled up 
short when I saw another guy coming from Joanna 
Schwartz’s car. He stole some stuff out of hers. I 
thought, “If I get this one, the other one will get 
away.” So I landed right next to them. And, man, it 
scared the liver out of that guy. His eyes were bug-
ging out like a stomped-on bullfrog, and he quick 
ran towards his car. I had a little thirty-eight special 

Interview with Ray Ezinga  
Part 2

 Our Goodly Heritage Mark H. Hoeksema

(a snub-nosed barrel). I ran over there and I stuck 
that in the guy’s face that was driving. Told him I’d 
blow his head off if he moved the car one inch. And 
I made a believer out of him. 

About that time Frank Van Baren comes running 
out. “You need a gun, Ray?” I said, “No, I don’t. 
Go and call the sheriff.” So Frank takes off. In the 
meantime my son Steve comes out because I think 
he might have heard what I said (laughter). In the 
meantime, there’re two guys in the back seat of this 
car and the driver up front, and the driver was shak-
ing like a leaf. It seems like looking down the barrel 
of a .38 kinda unnerves people (laughter). 

Anyway, the two in the back seat were up to 
something. I said, “Steve, watch those two in the 
back seat. They’re gonna make a run for it.” I said, 
“Get the guy with the white shirt, because he’s the 
one that was trying to get my CD radio.” So all of a 
sudden he said, “We’ll pick up that broken glass.” 
They jumped out, picked up the glass, threw it in the 
cracks and away they went, and Steve after them. 
They were a Mexican and a white guy. The Mexican 
peeled around behind the school. The white guy with 
a white shirt headed where Steve’s house is now, and 
Steve after him. The guy in the car started to make 
like he was gonna blast off. I said, “Just go ahead, 
bud. Move and you’re dead.” He said to me, “You 
think he’ll catch them?” I said, “Yah, you don’t never 
want to try to outrun these old elk hunters here. Git 
you every time.” 

I wasn’t so sure of that, because Steve was right 
behind this guy, but he wasn’t gaining on him. They 
went around the corner of the house, and a while 
later Steve came back and he had the guy by the 
back of the neck, by his collar, and he was pushing 
him along ahead of him. And, ho, the guy’s face 
was all scratched up and his shirt was all tore up. I 
said to Steve, “Man, what in the world did you do to 
him?” “Well,” he said, “I finally had to tackle him. 
He wouldn’t stop. Then he was swearing all the time. 
When I told him to quit that, and he wouldn’t do it, 
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I took his head and smashed it up and down on the 
gravel till he got over it” (laughter). Well, OK, that 
will work. 

So we put this guy in the back seat again. As he 
got in, I saw him reach in his pocket, get something 
out, and slide it under the floor mat. 

Well, by this time, r-r-r here comes the sheriff 
department. They can’t come without the sirens 
on. The windows were open on the church. So this 
sheriff asks, “What’s going on here?” So we told him 
what was going on. So he takes the driver out and 
he puts him in the sheriff’s car with handcuffs on. 
Shortly after that another sheriff came. So they took 
the other guy and put him in the other sheriff’s car, 
and then they were going to start searching them. 
I said, “You won’t find nothing on him. He put it 
under the mat on the floor down there by the front 
seat, whatever it was.” He said, “I didn’t put nothin’ 
under there.” I said, “We’ll look, if there’s nothing 
under there, what’s the big problem?” So they looked 
under there and he had a gold medal medallion. It 
was solid gold. It had been in this family for many, 
many years. It was Christ on the cross. It was really a 
beautiful thing that had been in their family forever. 
It had been stolen that morning from an old lady at 
Zion Lutheran Church. She was just beside herself 
having lost that religious medal. There was also a 
little package of cocaine.

By this time they had everything under control, 
and I said to the sheriff, “Care if I go in? I think I can 
still get the message of today.” And he said, “Yah. 
Care if I take pictures in your van?” I said, “No, go 
ahead.” 

Well, we get in church. And poor Bekkering’s 
up there trying to preach with all this stuff going on 
(laughter). The sheriff called in a wrecker to haul this 
thing away, and this ain’t a little wrecker. This is one 
of these great big ones, sounds like a locomotive 
coming in. Poor ol’ Bekkering’s trying to preach and 
look out the window. 

Then the state police come and they have to have 
their sirens on. City police come. They have to have 
their sirens on. Well, it got to be a relatively short 
sermon (laughter). Afterwards Bekkering came over 
to me and said, “What in the world are you doing, 
Ray?” I said, “Well, you know, you’re from Texas and 
we just thought we’d make it a little more exciting 
for a visiting minister.” (laughter)

So I went out there and Chief Steel was there 
from Loveland Department. I said, “How ya doin’?” 

He said, “Oh, man, real good. We solved all the 
burglaries that were on the books plus some of them 
we didn’t even know about. You know, they got a 
sawed off shot-gun in the back there, and masks. 
They were gonna hold up the Homestate Bank that 
Wednesday.” I said, “Yah, I saw the shotgun.” He 
said, “Weren’t you worried about that?” I said, “Not 
really. I had a .38.” He says, “How did you get those 
guys to stop?” I said, “Aw, I stuck a .38 in his face 
and told him I’d blow his head off.” “Yah,” he said, 
“that generally works pretty good. But what about 
the guy that’s all chewed up? Somebody ran him 
down.” I said, “Yah, my son did that.” “Boy, he must 
be able to run,” he said. “In my whole career, I’ve 
run after I don’t know how many crooks. I’ve never 
caught one yet. They get zinged up on adrenalin, 
and you can’t catch them.” 

So anyway, that was quite interesting. Later on, 
the one guy—he had a record that went back to 
the time he climbed out of the cradle—just turned 
the age where he can be prosecuted as something 
or other. They can really nail them. So he’s gone. 
He went to jail. Then they found out through these 
guys who the other one was that got away. I went 
up to the sheriff’s department about a year later. 
The one was in jail, the other one had been in cor-
rectional facilities, and one of them was still in the 
correctional facility. So they pretty well nailed them 
down for a while.
Jean Ezinga (JE): What about the bullet? [Ray’s wife 
asks this question.]
RE: Oh, yes. My dad has always said that pistols 
are only good for killing people, which works pretty 
good, I guess. But he had no use for them, and 
wouldn’t let me have one at home at all. There 
was an old couple in the church, and as they came 
out I was just sticking that gun in my side pocket in 
my coat. The guy saw it, and I could tell that he’d 
seen it. About a half year later (I called Dad every 
Monday morning to talk to him), he said, “We had 
a couple over last night visiting, and, he had some 
kind of cockamamie story about how they went to 
Loveland and there was some crooks taking stuff out 
of somebody’s car and somebody pulled a gun on 
them and held them till the cops came. You don’t 
know anything about that, do you?” I said, “Yeah, 
I do.” He said, “Did that happen in your church?” I 
said, “Yah.” He said, “Well, who had a gun?” I said, 
“I did.” “Well, why didn’t you tell me about that?” I 

(continued on page 17)
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said, “Dad, you know I’ve got into all kinds of things. 
I’ve used a gun about six times. I never had to fire 
a shot. And every time I tell you what happens, you 
get so doggone mad at me. Why would I get you 
all agitated again?” He gets mad. I said, “Dad, ya 
gotta understand I wouldn’t be talking to you today 
if I didn’t make a habit of carrying a gun. I never 
had to kill somebody, but I came real close. Saved 
a police officer’s wife twice.”

So anyway, Dad doesn’t have any use for them. 
So he got ticked off at me.
MHH: It was probably the most exciting service that 
Loveland Church ever had.
RE: I would certainly think so. In fact, when we built 
the new church we didn’t put any windows in it, 
probably for that reason (laughter). Another reason 
could be that one day I was sitting on this side and 
Tom DeVries was sitting near the window. I happened 
to see a commotion over there. I looked at Tom De 
Vries and he pointed out the window. I kind of got 
up in my seat and looked out. There was a four-point 
bull elk walking right between the church and the 
school. [Without being asked a question. Ray here 
goes on another tangent.] 

One of the things that I remember about First 
Church, outside of our running round the top of the 
balcony is that we always sat up in the balcony kind 
of in the front row, right in the middle, straight across 
from the minister in the center balcony. If I remember 
right, there were two aisles. In those days the ladies 
got dressed up real fancy. They had hats with veils 
on them, and there’d be like cherries in them and 
pheasant feathers and all this stuff. They had some 
naughty boys way in the back. All of a sudden, out of 
the side of my eye, I saw one of these big airplanes 
that you make out of the bulletin came floating down 
and just barely cleared that railing. It went down real 
slow, down into the audience down there and stuck 
right in a lady’s hat (laughter). Because this thing is 
so massive, she didn’t feel anything. But everybody 
sitting round her laughed. It was a distraction, 
of course, from the sermon. Finally one old man 
reached up real carefully and took that airplane out 
of there and she never knew it. That was pretty neat.
JE: Then they had people back there.
RE: Yah, after that the old janitor would sit back there. 
Kids respected him, boy. They didn’t put anything 
over on him. So they put an end to that. 

RH: Do you remember the name of janitor?
RE: If you said it, I’d remember. It was…
MHH: Dan?
RE: Yah, right, Dan. 
MHH: Dan Van Alten.
RE: Yup, that’s him.
MHH: He could be a bit ornery.
RE: Yah, he was, and they knew that too. Those kids 
didn’t put anything over on that old boy. 

I remember Mom saying to me, “Make sure that 
Dad doesn’t snooze off. Dad worked hard, and we 
worked hard. As soon as you sit and get nice and 
comfortable, you have a hard time staying awake. 
I was a little kid at that time, and I kept my eye on 
Dad real careful, like Mom said. Pretty soon Dad 
kind of dozed off. So I took my two fingers, and I 
went (p-whew), right into his eyes (shocked laugh-
ter). His head shot back. Everybody was snickering 
around there, you know. Dad didn’t sleep after that 
(laughter). Mom was kind of laughing when she told 
me that I shouldn’t have done that (laughter).
MHH: You didn’t cause your dad to go blind at that 
point, did you? [Ray’s father eventually went blind.]
RE: No. When we were little kids, I didn’t have any 
memories of that. But when we got married, we 
were in Fourth Church. Then we went from there to 
Southeast. I’ve been in the consistory about all my 
life, and the school board before that. It strikes you 
that in every church the same people are there. They 
just look different. They have different names, but 
every church has the same people in it. You have 
ones that are easy to get along with, you got ones 
that are always kind of stirring up trouble, you got the 
old bullheads. Whatever church you go to, there they 
are. And you learn one thing: with any controversy 
you get into in the church, forget all about people. 
Look where the truth is. Stay with that. No matter 
what it takes, stay with that. The reason I say that is 
Jean and I are the only ones that remained. Now 
look at her family. All the kids have left the church. 
Her brothers and sisters still go to somewhat of a 
church, if you can still call it that. But all their kids are 
gone. They don’t go to church. They go to Christian 
Society, stuff like that. No preaching, no nothing. 

So all the kids and all the grandkids are gone. 
When you get into a controversy in the church where 
the truth is at stake, you stay with that, because if you 
leave the church, you may still believe what’s right. 

(continued from page 12)
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The wife you married because you left the church 
probably might not. And you can forget about your 
kids being anything, and staying with the church at 
all. You lose them all. Mom and Dad used to tell us, 
“You don’t go with girls from the Christian Reformed 
Church.” Why not? Man alive, we could go to a 
Christian Reformed church and hear a sermon just 
like we do at our churches today, right? They’d say, 
“The seed of the destruction of the church is there. 
Only just a matter of time that it’ll go down hill.” 
In your mind’s eye, you visualize the church going 
[apostatizing] over eight, nine, ten generations, 
right? No. One or two generations—boom—it’s 
gone. Leave the truth, you’re out of it. It’s gone. So 
the most precious thing you have is the truth. And if 
you don’t hang on to that, you lose everything, and 
you sure lose your kids. There ain’t anything more 
terrible than seeing your kids and your grandkids 
leave the way of the Lord and go about their life 
without it, and watching what they turn into. It’s a 
sad thing.
MHH: Do you think that the rate of decline has 
increased in your lifetime? The decline was always 
there, but do you feel that it’s faster now?
RE: You mean in all our churches?
MHH: Well, in terms of departure in the generations. 
That maybe it took more generations years ago for 
people to depart and now it happens within one or 
two generations. Do you feel that the rate of depar-
ture has increased or not?
RE: The thing is that in ’24, our churches left, right? 
It’s taken awhile for them [the Christian Reformed 
Church] to get to the point where they are now. But 
in our generations—and I’m not looking at the his-
tory of the church now, I’m looking at the history of 
the generations of God’s people where some have 
split off and left the truth—one generation is all they 
get. They’re done. I look back and I see that same 
thing as long as I can remember. So it isn’t a matter 
of that it takes a long time. You lose your kids. You 
lose your church, you lose your kids.

One of the neat things about when we first came 
here to Loveland, they had just one cup for commu-
nion. That didn’t bother me any. When we came out 
here, we weren’t much for changing anything. We 
liked it the way it was. But later on, when the people 
started coming from back East, they said, ”This is 
the way we do it back East, so we’re supposed to 
change.” That was alright, but when we first came 

here, we just said, “Whatever they’re doing is good 
enough with us.” So we had the one cup. I remember 
Rev. Engelsma passing the cup around. It’d get part 
way, and he’d take his hanky out and redistribute 
the germs evenly all around the cup (laughter). And 
then he would start it over again. So, when we had 
communion, there was a mass change in where 
people sat. There were those who wanted to be way 
up in front where they’d be the first ones to use that. 

That went on for years. Finally we got so many 
people that we were starting to go up there in two 
big groups. The consistory said to me, “Maybe we 
ought to change…” So I made up the octagon trays 
to hold all the little cups, and I think I made the trays 
for the bread too. We used those for years and years 
and years. So that was something pretty interesting. 
We had communion, and had people that really 
dreaded it in a way (laughter). 
MHH: Mr. Ezinga, how would you compare the 
church of today with the church of your youth, or at 
least the church in bygone years?
RE: Are you talking about the church itself or are 
you talking about the way we observe the sabbath 
and things like that?
MHH: Anything.
RE: OK. Well, you don’t see the reverence for the 
sabbath that we used to have. For instance. Saturday 
night I got on the steps to the basement with all the 
shoe polish and I polished all the shoes because 
you couldn’t do that on Sunday. We peeled all our 
potatoes for our meal Sunday on Saturday because 
next day was Sunday—you don’t do that. When Jean 
and I started going out together, there was just no 
way in the world you could go out on a Saturday 
night, because the next day was the Lord’s day. Now 
that changed between me and my brother. When he 
started going with his wife, they could go out every 
Saturday night, because she worked and I don’t 
remember what all the reason was. It didn’t make 
sense to me then and it still doesn’t. 

I think that the kids respected the parents more. 
You almost had to like your old Dad [Herman 
Hoeksema,my grandfather, not my father]. I’d hear 
the people talk about him. I’m a little kid. He comes 
out there on the pulpit. I just thought he was really 
pretty close to being an angel. I was scared of him. 
When he preached on Revelation, I thought I’d never 
get to be ten years old. The end of the world was 
obviously going to come within the next week or so 
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(chuckle). Scared me pretty bad. 
You see also the way people dress for church. The 

men always wore a suit and a white shirt. I remember 
standing probably in First Church—it was either a 
classis or it was a synod. It was during a break and 
they were all standing outside. They looked like a 
great big bunch of penguins, all standing in black 
and white suits, huge clouds of smoke coming out 
of their nostrils. I said, “Dad, how come they all 
smoke?” “Well,” he says, “That seems to give them 
an air of mystery.” Fortunately most of them got over 
that stupidity. But we still have some of our ministers 
who still smoke. 

Which brings me to my next thing—you talk 
about something I’d like to see changed? At the 
time of the second World War, people called those 
“cancer sticks.” The guys who came back were 
tough—they smoked. I remember my uncle Jack 
smoking like a fiend. I also remember him when 
we went to see him the last time when he was full 
of cancer and dying. He didn’t look all that tough 
any more. Since with all the things that science has 
figured out what it does to you, and especially to 
little ones, I have a real problem with this. 

Let’s stop to think once. Say you had a flock of 
sheep, and there was something wrong with that 
flock of sheep that would knock twelve years off their 
life. It would destroy their lungs and their hearts. 
The little ones would be born deformed or too early 
and die. The shepherd of that flock would immedi-
ately start saying, “What in the world is going on? 
Better get rid of the shepherd.” Now, we are given 
oversight for the flock of God—the church. All these 
things that I just told you are just a small amount 
of what happens to people when they smoke. Our 
ministers will preach from Lord’s Day—sixth com-
mandment: “Thou shalt not kill.” In that it also talks 
about that you don’t do anything that harms your 
body. You may not commit suicide. Now they’ll get 
up there and say things like it would be wrong for 
you to run out in front of a truck or in any way drive 
crazy to where it endangers your life, which is safe 
to say because nobody is in the habit of running 
out in front of trucks. So that’s OK to say. But not a 
blasted one of them will say, “And when you smoke, 
you are setting yourselves up to die. You’re commit-
ting suicide practically.” And they won’t touch it. A 
few of them will, but it’s like the rest of them all got 
together and said, “We won’t touch that.” That’s the 
OK sin against the sixth commandment. Anybody 

that reads all those statistics—what it does to little 
kids and in a mother’s womb—it’s so bad that if the 
dad smokes and the mother breathes it, they can, 
with their ultra-sound, they can see that little kid in 
there just startin’ to go crazy with that smoke com-
ing in. It shrinks down the tubes that feed the baby 
so that they don’t get oxygen the way they should. 
They come out with trouble with their brain. Smoking 
affects their genes so that they can grow up to be 
children that have very low mentality. It affects their 
ability to learn throughout their life. They won’t say 
a word about it. I don’t know what’s going on, but 
to me it’s just a terrible thing. We let them smoke 
right by our church. 

So I’m on a campaign to stop that. I get into it 
with people all the time. You have ministers that are 
supposed to be people you can look up to and the 
buggers will stand there and smoke. Just stop to think 
of a missionary—and I know this for a fact, because 
I’ve seen it happen up in Spokane. You get people 
that come from a Baptist background. They’re way 
ahead of the Protestant Reformed churches because 
they got the intestinal fortitude, or guts, or whatever 
you want to call it, to simply, flat say that smoking 
is a sin against the sixth commandment. So they 
don’t smoke. 

What does it take for our ministers to finally wake 
up? What do you have to do to them? Beat them 
over the head with a club? It’s so obvious. It can’t be 
argued against. They can say, “Well, it’s just (what 
do they call it again?) Christian freedom.
MHH: Christian Liberty?
RE: Christian liberty. Well, that’s not Christian liberty. 
Take only just a little bit of it and you’re already get-
ting all screwed up. 
MHH: Do you perceive any other differences, or 
similarities for that matter? I’m curious as to your 
view of the preaching. If you compare the preaching 
of today, over your lifetime, I’d like your thoughts 
on that.
RE: I don’t think it’s changed that much. I talk to 
men who came from outside the church and the 
thing that really struck them about the Protestant 
Reformed Churches is that you can go to our church 
or you can go to any church—the form of worship 
is the same. The preaching is by a different man, 
of course, but it’s the same basic preaching all the 
way through. I don’t think that has changed a whole 
lot. We’ve got good faithful ministers. And we have 
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Living in the Last Days: 
Understanding the Last Days

 Convention Speech Rev. Garrett Eriks

Many of us flew to the convention, and for 
many of those who flew this was the first 
time that you remembered flying. If you sat 

in a window seat (or even if you did not), maybe you 
had the same experience I did—you wanted to look 
out the window because you do not have many op-
portunities to see the earth from 35,000 feet. 

God has enabled us to see history from 35,000 
feet. God has revealed in the holy scriptures the big 
picture of what he is doing in the history of the world. 
All things happen for the purpose of the return of 
Jesus Christ. We know and believe that Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, is returning to judge the living 
and dead. Paul speaks of the return of Christ in 1 
Thessalonians 4, beginning in verse 13 and contin-
ues to address his return in chapter 5. 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:1–8, the theme text for 
the convention, we are called to live in the hope of 
Christ’s return. Paul does not address when Christ 
will come: “But of the times and seasons, brethren, 
ye have no need that I write unto you.” He goes on 
to say the wicked will be surprised at Christ’s com-
ing. His coming will be like a thief in the night, who 
catches the unsuspecting homeowners by surprise. 
But for believers Christ’s return will not be a surprise 
because we are watching. The focus of the passage 
is our calling to watch. Are we watching diligently? 
As we live our lives in the present, do we think about 
the future return of Christ? This is what we want to 
consider in this speech.

We will watch for Christ’s coming and live soberly 

only when we know that God saves us because he 
loves us. We will watch with hope for Christ’s coming 
only when we understand the beauty of what Paul 
writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:9–10: “For God hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we 
wake or sleep, we should live together with him.” 

God has not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation. This refers to the truth of predestination. 
God has appointed some to wrath— to suffer in hell 
endlessly for their sins. But he has appointed us to 
obtain salvation. What is this salvation? This salva-
tion includes the forgiveness of sins and deliverance 
from the wrath of God we deserve. But it is more than 
this. God gives us the highest blessing. He gives us 
everlasting life with Him in heavenly glory. 1 Thes-
salonians 4:17 emphasizes this: “And so shall we 
ever be with the Lord.” And this is the salvation that 
Paul describes in chapter 5:10: “That…we should 
live together with him.”

God has given this salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us. The Lord, the second person 
of the Holy Trinity, who is sovereign over suffering, 
willingly endured suffering and death for us. He did 
this willingly because of the greatness of his love 
for us. 

Does this move you? What does this stir up in 
your souls when you hear this? It should stir up in our 
souls gratitude for the great things God has done. 
When we understand with believing hearts that God 
has appointed us to this salvation, we want the full-

a good seminary, as long as we are able to keep 
that seminary from preaching things that are like 
Calvin College. They started teaching all that other 
crap. They destroyed the church. No, I think we have 
pretty good ministers. They do well. There are some 
of them that have more talent than others. There 
are some of them who have more teaching people 
ability. But as far as preaching is concerned, I think 

pretty much the same.
MHH: Are there any other issues that you would 
like to address or any opinions that you would like 
to give—on any subject connected with the church?
RE: No, just what I’ve said. If you ever get into a big 
row over the truth, you’d better stick to the truth if 
you value your posterity.  H
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ness of this salvation, which is living together with 
God. We will have this when Christ returns.

Because we want the fullness of salvation, we 
want Jesus to come so that we can see him face-to-
face. We want to see the Savior, who died for us and 
rose again. This is the best thing about heaven—see-
ing God in the face of Jesus. We should want Jesus 
to come because we want to see him and praise 
him forever. This is why the saints in Thessalonica 
wanted Jesus to return. They wanted to see Jesus. 
This led to some wrong thinking on their part. They 
thought Jesus was coming at any moment. But they 
wanted Jesus to come. The danger for us is that we 
do not think about the coming of Jesus or really 
want his return.

Just as we want to see each other face-to-face as 
friends, so also we should want to see our sovereign 
friend, Jesus, face-to-face. Some of you came to the 
convention to be reunited with old friends that you 
met at previous conventions. You text, FaceTime, 
Skype, Facebook, and/or email each other. But 
none of that is the same as seeing each other face-
to-face. Even with all this technology that makes 
communication so much easier, you would not be 
happy with a virtual convention that would take place 
with webcams in different locations. You want to see 
each other face-to-face. 

The same must be true in our relationship to 
Jesus. We see him in the scriptures and in the preach-
ing. But this is not enough for us. We want more. 
We want to see him face-to-face when he returns in 
the clouds of heaven. 

Is seeing Jesus the most important thing in our 
lives? We live in a world of a million distractions that 
seem much more fun than seeing Jesus. This world 
in which we live is intoxicating with all of its good 
things. Instead of using these good things to serve 
God, we often set our hearts on these things. But the 
greatest longing of our hearts should be seeing the 
Savior who died for our sins. When this is our greatest 
longing, we will be watching for Him. When this is 
our greatest longing, we will want to understand the 
last days in which we live and how Satan is trying to 
distract us from watching for Jesus’ return.

Part of watching for Christ’s return is understand-
ing these last days in which we live. We must un-
derstand how Satan is attacking the church through 
this world that so appeals to our sinful flesh. We live 
in last days that are grievous and painful to endure 
because of these attacks. I will mention five areas 

of attack and concern for us as we watch for Jesus‘ 
return.

Satan is attacking us with the individualism of our 
age. We live in a world that tells us that we should live 
for self. The world says that what is most important 
is my own personal happiness. Do what feels good. 
Follow your heart (not Christ). This appeals to our 
sinful flesh. The danger is that this individualism af-
fects our view of the church and belonging to Christ. 
We begin to think about what the church should be 
doing for me, instead of how I must serve Christ 
and His church. If we follow this through, then the 
standard for what church I belong to becomes my 
own happiness, instead of the objective standard 
of the marks of the true church given in scripture. 

Satan is attacking us with the materialism of our 
age. We live in an age of unprecedented wealth and 
prosperity, which puts us in a dangerous position. 
Remember what Jesus said about riches: it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Remember 1 Timothy 6:10, “The love of money is 
the root of all evil….” Satan wants the church to 
lose her identity in the world by focusing on riches, 
enjoyment, and pleasures, instead of pursuing Christ 
and his truth. The danger for you is that you look 
at future employment only from the perspective of 
how much you can make instead of developing the 
gifts God gives and trusting that God will provide 
what you need to work hard to develop those gifts.

Satan is attacking us with false teachings. There 
are so many false philosophies and false teachings 
in our day, but the main one of our age is postmod-
ernism, which says that there is no one, objective 
truth. Every person in this world is on a journey to 
find truth, and it may be different for everyone. In 
postmodernism feelings are king and the standard 
for truth instead of God’s word. The danger is that 
if this is absorbed into the church, every false doc-
trine will be allowed into the church because it does 
not matter anymore what you believe and what the 
scriptures say. In our day we must seek to find truth 
in the scriptures and live by that objective truth.

Satan attacks us through the technology of our 
age. Technology, which includes IPads, computers, 
and smart phones, is not evil. But the danger is that 
they are used wrongly. One of the great dangers 
we face is the sexual immorality that is so easily ac-
cessible online. I am afraid for the young men and 
young women who have smart phones, iPods, or 
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computers with no accountability. We need account-
ability and software that will help us to remain pure 
in our use of the technology of our day.

Finally, Satan attacks through suffering. There 
are many ways that young people are suffering to-
day. They face depression, family struggles, diseases 
that affect them, and, probably the hardest, being 
hurt by other people. Satan wants us to question the 
goodness of God and feel sorry for ourselves. But 
we must remember that we have a suffering Savior 
who uses suffering in our lives for our good. Suffer-
ing is a great blessing in our lives. We must learn 
how to respond to suffering by trusting in God and 
obeying his voice.

As we live in these last days facing many attacks 

from Satan, let us remember that Christ is victorious. 
1 Thessalonians 5 emphasizes the victory of Jesus 
Christ. Satan is not in control in this world. Christ is! 
He is controlling all things in this world for the sake 
of the spread of the gospel and the final victory of his 
kingdom. This is part of what we must be watching 
for. We watch the unfolding of Christ’s work in the 
history of the world and in the church. 

Let us be assured that Christ is coming to gather 
his church so that we may live with him forever. And 
we will see him face-to-face. What a day that will 
be!  H

Rev. Eriks is pastor of Hudsonville Protestant Reformed 
Church in Hudsonville, Michigan. 

IntroductIon
The speech this morning revolves around one 

fundamental question. It is a question that each 
one of you must face honestly and personally. I say 
honestly because each of you must reckon with the 
fact that you stand before the living God of heaven 
and earth. Do not in any way blow this question off 
as though it is no big deal. There is no question more 
important for you to face than this one. I say person-
ally because whenever there is talk about Christian 
living, the temptation is always to look at everyone 
else and be critical about how they are living, and in 
the process of doing that, take your eyes off yourself. 
This morning it is all about you, your life, and your 
walk before God. Honestly and personally face the 
very simple question: light or darkness? Does my life 
in all of its areas more resemble light or darkness? 
In 1 Thessalonians 5, the apostle Paul identifies two 
distinct groups of children: children of light and 
children of darkness. He writes in verse 5, “Ye are all 
the children of light, and the children of the day; we 
are not of the night, nor of darkness.” By the grace 
of God through the work of Jesus Christ alone, when 
as a young Christian you read 1 Thessalonians 5:5 
and grapple with the question, “To which group do 

I belong?,” you can say with confidence, “I am a 
child of light.” Young people, you are the children 
of light! In these perilous last times, live as children 
of the light!

LIght and darkness
Is there any starker contrast between two realities 

in the entire world than between light and darkness? 
The answer to that question is no! That is true accord-
ing to the will of God, who created a world in which 
there are these two antithetical realities of light and 
darkness. God created the world in such a way that 
every 24-hour period there is set before the Christian 
the truth of 1 Thessalonians 5. There is a period of 
the day in which there is light, and there is period of 
the night in which there is darkness. Always you have 
set before your minds, therefore, the spiritual truths 
that are represented by light and darkness. Light is 
a picture of everything that is of God: God Himself, 
Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God, the truth, holiness, 
righteousness, salvation, and heaven. Darkness is a 
picture of their opposites, everything that is opposed 
to God: Satan himself, all of the fallen angels, the 
kingdom of darkness, the lie, sin, unrighteousness, 
death, and hell. 

What is so instructive about light and darkness 

Living as Lights in the World

 Convention Speech Rev. Nathan Decker
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is that the contrast between the two is so clear. You 
don’t mistake light for darkness or darkness for light. 
When you look outside during the day, unmistakably 
you see the light of that day. When you look outside 
at night, unmistakably you see the darkness of the 
night. Young people of the church, you are children 
of the light and not the children of darkness! It is with 
the same sharpness that when others look at you, 
what they must see is the light of Jesus Christ shining 
forth brightly. I say that fully cognizant of the fact that 
there is in each one of us an old man of sin that is 
drawn toward the realm of darkness. Nevertheless, 
by the grace of God you have been transformed 
into the kingdom of God. You have in you the new 
man of Jesus Christ. And what that means is that the 
light of the life of Jesus Christ must shine forth very 
sharply. Let the emphasis fall on the “must” of the 
previous sentence! If you are the children of the day 
and light, which by the grace of God you are, then 
the light of salvation that is in you must be clear for 
all to see in all of your life. 

It is certainly the case that you must show your-
selves to be the children of light in every area of 
your life. Jesus’ summary of the commandments to 
love God with all your heart and mind and soul and 
strength and to love your neighbor as yourself is all-
encompassing. However, what I would like to do now 
is highlight a few areas of your life in which the light 
of Jesus Christ must shine forth clearly and brightly. 
These are areas that are especially important when 
you consider the nature of the last and perilous days 
in which you are living.

use of technoLogy
In the first place, that you are children of light will 

show itself in the proper and godly use of technology. 
You live in the days of smart phones, tablets, laptops, 
texting, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and all the rest. 
The fact is that none of these technologies are go-
ing to disappear, but all of them will become more 
advanced and more accessible as time goes on. 
How many smart phones and tablets are not spread 
throughout this camp as we sit here this morning? 
I know for a fact that there are many. That would 
have been impossible at a convention a few years 
ago. The problem is that what we see in the world 
around us has made inroads into the church among 
adults and young people, not only with respect to 
what is accessed on these devices (which Rev. Eriks 
addressed already), but with respect very simply to 
the use of these devices. The issue is that there is an 

addiction to the use of technology, particularly to the 
cell phone. Walk down any downtown street, go to 
any ball game, sit at any restaurant, and what you 
see everywhere are faces buried in phone screens. 
There is an addiction to swiping, checking, messag-
ing, and texting! And I see it among the young people 
especially! Minutes, much less hours, can hardly go 
by without needing to interact with a device. What I’m 
not advocating is that you all take your phones and 
throw them into the pool (although for some, that 
may be the very best thing to do). What I urge you 
to do is consider where your heart is with respect to 
your use of technology. It is a spiritual matter. Addic-
tions of any and every sort are idols. Any idol dam-
ages your relationship to God and fellow believers. 
Any idol makes you earthly minded, keeping you in 
these last days from watching for the return of Jesus 
Christ. As children of day, simply in the manner in 
which you use technology, are you living as children 
of the light?

enjoyment of entertaInment
Second, that you are the children of the light will 

show itself in your refusal to consume the entertain-
ment of this world. I mention this point because there 
are few areas of life that distinguish you as children 
of light as sharply from the children of darkness than 
the entertainment that is consumed. I mention this 
point also because the devil is shoving the entertain-
ment of this world down your throats as fast and hard 
as he possibly can. You have to face the question: in 
which kingdom do all of the movies and music and 
television shows belong—the kingdom of darkness 
or the kingdom of light? The answer to that ques-
tion is crystal clear. All of it belongs to the realm of 
darkness. What a contradiction it is, therefore, when 
you who are children of light not only dabble in once 
in awhile (which is bad enough), but run headlong 
into that whole realm of entertainment. 

You may have heard the saying, “You are what 
you eat.” That is true physically. If you consume 
exclusively unhealthy food, your body inevitably will 
be unhealthy. That is also true spiritually. You must 
consume spiritually healthy food in order to be spiri-
tually strong. You read the scriptures, listen to these 
speeches, sit under the preaching of the gospel, and 
participate in devotions in order to ingest spiritually 
edifying food. The fact is that the whole realm of 
entertainment is also the spiritual food industry, and 
the devil knows it. When you consume the entertain-
ment of the world, you are not only eating spiritually 
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unhealthy food, but really what amounts to poison 
for the soul, which corrupts your mind and makes 
you calloused in your hearts toward sin. As children 
of the day, with respect to the godless entertainment 
of this world, are you living as children of light? 

LIfe In the church
Third, that you are children of the light will show 

itself in these last days by your view of and participa-
tion in the church of Jesus Christ. You have to ask the 
questions: How do I approach the worship of God’s 
name? With what attitude do I go to catechism? 
What is the nature of my participation at church 
functions? Is there a genuine desire to grow spiritu-
ally through young people’s discussions? Is there a 
using of the gifts that God has given to me for the 
sake of the other members of the body of Christ? 
But it all comes down to this: What does the church 
mean to me? As children of the light, it must mean 
everything! That must be true because of who is in 
the church, namely, Jesus Christ. As children of the 
light who are still sinners, you need the one who is 
the light of the world. You need Jesus Christ. And 
Jesus Christ is found only in the church. Through 
your life in the church, especially in hearing every 
week the preaching of the gospel, you become il-
lumined by the words of Christ, enabling you to go 
forth in all your life letting your light shine in the 

entire world. As children of the day, with respect to 
your attitude toward and life in the church, are you 
living as children of light?

concLusIon
The blessing of living as children of the light is 

that for you Jesus Christ will not come as a thief in 
the night. For the children of darkness, that is exactly 
what will take place. 1 Thessalonians 5:3–4 says, 
“For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sud-
den destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, 
brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief.” When you live as children 
of light, front and center in everything is Jesus. Be-
cause you love Jesus, you strive to put down and fight 
against the idols of technology in your life. Because 
you love Jesus, you don’t consume the ungodly en-
tertainment of the world. Because you love Jesus, 
you love his church. In other words, as children of 
the light, you live in all things a Christ-centered life. 
No surprise it will be, then, when he returns on the 
clouds of glory. What a day of rejoicing that will be 
to see your Savior face to face! Young people, you 
are the children of light! Live as children of light! Do 
so, watching for the return of Jesus Christ!  H

Rev. Decker is pastor of Trinity Protestant Reformed Church 
in Hudsonville, Michigan.

Armed for Battle

 Convention Speech Rev. Brian Huizinga

the BattLe We fIght
Because the whole of the new dispensation 

constitutes the “last days,” there was a battle for 
the Christians to whom Paul wrote in Thessalonica, 
and there is today, and there will be until the end a 
battle for the young people of the church. In these 
latter days, the days grow darker, and the battle 
waxes ever hotter. That there was and is and will be 
a battle is made plain by the theme text (1 Thess. 
5:1–8), which states in verse 8, “But let us who are of 
the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.” 
A breastplate and helmet are armor for battle. 

We use an illustration taken from the fifth stanza 
of Psalter 71 to illustrate the battle: “Uplifted on a 
rock, above my foes around, amid the battle shock, 
my song shall still resound….” Let’s imagine there 
is a rock called “Faithfulness to God.” Every young 
person stands on that rock. The church stands on 
that rock. To stand on the rock called “Faithfulness to 
God” is victory. To fall off that rock—which would be 
“Unfaithfulness to God”—is defeat. Below the rock 
there are enemies who surround it. They are all the 
enemies of the church, armed with spears, darts, 
and arrows. The singular purpose of those soldiers 
in the army of Satan is not so much to kill us physi-
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cally, though they will, but to knock you and me off 
the rock so that we are unfaithful to God. 

In order to describe the battle in more detail, 
we can give longer names to that rock. The first is 
“Chastity is Faithfulness to God.” Sexual purity of 
heart and body is faithfulness to God. To stand on 
that rock is victory. To fall off is defeat. As the world 
becomes increasingly permissive toward sexual im-
morality, there are arrows of pressure and spears 
of temptations flying toward you young people as 
never before. 

If you were the children of darkness, the majority 
of you would have committed fornication with an-
other by now. Fornication is accepted in the public 
schools. The goal is not to stop it, but to make it 
physically safe. Moreover, most of you by now would 
have already considered the question, “Do I want to 
change my sexuality and become transgendered?” 
Exactly one year ago the state of California passed 
a law opening up all bathrooms, locker rooms, 
and sports teams of the public schools to the trans-
gendered. Additionally, nominally Christian young 
people throughout the country and world are being 
taught that the homosexuality so vigorously sup-
ported by this world is legitimate and is acceptable 
to God. Synods and general assemblies of Christian 
denominations are doing today what they have 
never done in the history of the world: officially 
sanctioning the homosexuality of the Sodom of this 
world as permissive for young people. Then there is 
pornography and all of its soul-destroying filth, to 
which young people have access as never before. 

We are surrounded by an innumerable host of 
enemies with all of their devilish spears and arrows 
of sexual temptations and pressures hurled at us 
day after day. When you are dating and all alone, 
when you are in front of the screen and all alone, 
when you are amid all of the filthy talk at work or 
in the university, temptations are there to knock you 
off the rock called “Chastity is Faithfulness to God.”

Second, we could call that rock “Standing for the 
Truth of the Reformed Faith is Faithfulness to God.” 
To stand on that rock of faithfulness is to stand for the 
truth you have learned or will learn in the Essentials 
of Reformed Doctrine catechism class. The devil and 
all of his enemies desire your fall from that rock as 
they hurl spears at you. 

As you continue in life, you will encounter pro-
fessing Christians and Christian churches who are 
opposed to abortion, homosexuality, the encroach-

ment of big government, the advances of Islam, and 
denials that there really is a Jesus. These Christians 
call fellow Christians and Christian churches to stand 
together and face all these threats. In the face of 
such calls, will you even mention “sovereign double 
predestination,” or “total depravity” or “the unbreak-
able bond of marriage?” Will we be willing to stand 
alone for these fundamental doctrines? Others will 
says, “Are you crazy? Don’t you see the magnitude 
of the battle? Stand with us! Why will you allow some 
impractical, abstract doctrines to separate us?” Or 
let’s suppose a cute young lady walks by one day, 
or a charming young man. You take notice. Will you 
give up much of what you learned in the Essentials of 
Reformed Doctrine catechism class in order to date 
and marry her/him, reassuring yourself, “Well she 
is a Christian. He does confess Jesus”? As we stand 
uplifted on that rock called, “Standing for the Truth 
of the Reformed Faith is Faithfulness to God,” the 
devil is determined to work our fall.

Third, we could call that rock, “Enduring Perse-
cution for Jesus’ sake is Faithfulness to God.” The 
enemies around the rock have two ways to get you 
off the rock. One is by throwing spears to knock you 
off. The other is by throwing so many spears that an 
appeal is made to the traitorous foe within, the old 
man, who rises to power and through whom we pull 
out the white flag of surrender. “I give up! It hurts too 
much to stand for Jesus. Faithfulness to God is too 
costly. Let me come down and join you!”

Persecution can take the form of mockery, the 
loss of a job, starvation for refusing the mark of the 
beast, separation from family, beatings, imprison-
ment, or martyrdom. The pressures put upon you 
and me are only going to grow, with spears flying 
furiously from every direction as the devil is loosed 
and makes one last violent assault upon the church 
and her members. 

the armor We Wear
The only way to stand uplifted on that rock of 

Faithfulness to God, above your foes around, is to be 
armed. Listen to the apostle in 1 Thessalonians 5:8: 
“But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on 
the breastplate of faith and love, and for an helmet 
the hope of salvation.” We need a breastplate and 
a helmet, two defensive pieces of armor we put on 
our person. The one is a coat of metal to protect the 
heart and the other a covering to protect the head.

Spiritually we need three graces: faith and love, 
which are associated with the breastplate, and 



	 26	 OctOber 2014

hope, which is associated with the helmet. Faith, 
whereby we trust in God, is fittingly associated with 
the breastplate because faith is seated in the heart 
(cf. Rom. 10:10). Love, whereby we view God as 
precious and cleave to him, is fittingly associated 
with the breastplate because love is seated in the 
heart (cf. 1 Pet. 1:22). Hope, whereby we long with 
eager and confident expectation for the fullness of 
our salvation, is fittingly associated with the helmet 
because hope is seated in the thoughts of the mind 
(cf. Col. 3:1–2 where “Set your affection on” means 
“think on” or “set your mind on”).

Physically a breastplate and a helmet are inac-
tive. But spiritually, faith—“I trust in God with all 
my heart,” and love—“I cleave to God with all my 
heart,” and hope—“I long for the fullness of the 
salvation of heaven that God promised to me,” are 
three vigorous spiritual activities. To be armed for the 
battle is to have the activities of faith and love and 
hope, which activities protect us from all the spears 
of our enemies. 

We stand on the rock called “Chastity is Faith-
fulness to God,” amid all the fiery darts of sexual 
temptations. When we are armed with the breast-
plate of faith—“I believe in God and his word, which 
teaches that rich reward and blessedness come by 
sexual purity,” and with the breastplate of love—
“God gave me this body and this heart, and because 
I love him I will keep it pure,” and with the helmet of 
hope—“My heart is not set on the pleasures of this 
life, but I hope in the life that awaits me in heaven,” 
we stand. When young people stumble and fall from 
the rock of chastity and become unfaithful sexually, 
in heart or body, it is because they do not trust God, 
love God, and hope in God as they ought. Armed 
for the battle, we stand on the rock of faithfulness.

When armed with faith, love, and hope, we 
stand fast on the rock called “Standing for the Truth 
of the Reformed Faith is Faithfulness to God.” The 
reason some stumble on the rock and abandon the 
Reformed faith, even though they memorized word 
for word every answer in the Essentials book and 
took good notes in catechism class, is that they never 
really believed the truth, they never really loved the 
truth, and they never really made the promises of the 
truth their hope. Standing on the rock amid all the 
flying arrows, the child of God stands secure, say-
ing, “I believe the truth of the Reformed faith, love it 
with all my heart, and make its promises my hope!”

We stand on the rock called “Enduring Persecu-

tion for Jesus’ sake is Faithfulness to God.” When 
armed with the breastplate of faith, we stand: “I trust 
my God. Even when I lose my job or my loved one 
or my possessions or my life, I trust my God. He 
will take care of me. For I believe ‘He that findeth 
his life shall lose it, and he that loseth his life for my 
sake shall find it!’” When armed with the breastplate 
of love—“Take everything, all my possessions, my 
family, my life; I will not deny Christ because I love 
him”—we stand. When armed with the helmet of 
hope—“I will not deny Christ because though I lose 
everything here below my hope is in heaven, and I 
will awake in righteousness”—we stand faithful to 
God.

the savIor We need
Jesus Christ possesses the armor. It is his. 

Through his death and resurrection Jesus defeated 
in principle all of our enemies. At the cross Christ en-
dured the fires of God’s wrath for our unfaithfulness, 
as we so often stumble on the rock of faithfulness. 
But in the fires of the cross he forged for you and me 
a breastplate and a helmet. And in the resurrection 
he arose from the depths of the foundry with two 
completed pieces of armor for us, the breastplate 
and the helmet, that is, faith, love, and hope. They 
are his. To be armed is to be armed with Christ. 

Jesus Christ puts the armor on us or in us at the 
moment of regeneration. Then throughout our lives 
he calls that armor to conscious, vigorous activity, 
primarily through the preaching of the gospel. A 
main purpose of preaching is to quicken within us 
faith, love, and hope, so that we leave church say-
ing, “I trust in my God as never before, love him as 
never before, and hope in him as never before.” 
How necessary for the battle, then, that young people 
become members of a true church institute and at-
tend the preaching of the gospel where Christ arms 
his soldiers.

May Christ arm you for the battle. He will. Armed 
you will stand. Standing on that rock of faithfulness to 
God, adopt an unorthodox battle posture. Instead of 
looking down at the enemies, look up to the heavens, 
expecting the appearance of your hope, the Lord 
Jesus Christ who is coming to take vengeance on all 
of his and our enemies, and deliver us to the peace 
of heaven. He is coming. Coming soon. Armed for 
the battle we do stand.  H

Rev. Huizinga is pastor of Hope Protestant Reformed 
Church in Redlands, California
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“LITTLE LIGHTS”
... let it shine !

Tricia is a member of Byron Center Protestant Reformed 
Church in Byron Center, Michigan.

Corn Smut

 Kids’ Page Tricia Mingerink

Matt hefted the paper grocery bag as his dad 
walked deeper into their garden. The tasseled 
ends of the cornstalks waved way above Matt’s 
head while the broad, green leaves scraped 
against his arms and legs. His sister Abby 
trailed behind him, lugging her own bag of 
corn. 

Their dad paused and peeled back 
the top of one of the ears of corn jutting 
from the stalk. The green leaves that 
clothed the ear of corn squeaked. He 
nodded in satisfaction at the pale yellow co lo r 
of the corn inside. “This one’s ripe.” He twisted the 
ear from the cornstalk and placed it in Matt’s bag. 

Matt wrapped his arms around the bottom of 
the bag. He didn’t want the bag to rip and spill their 
corn all over the garden. 

His dad paused by another cornstalk and 
frowned. Matt could see that something was wrong 
with this ear of corn. Instead of bright yellow silk 
sprouting from the top of a beautiful green ear, grey 
lumps burst from the top of the ear of corn. They 
bulged and looked slimy. Matt set down the bag of 
corn and stepped closer. “What is it?” 

“It’s a type of fungus that infects the corn.” Their 
dad grimaced at the corn. 

“It’s called corn smut,” Abby informed both of 
them. Matt rolled his eyes. His sister was such a 
know-it-all. 

“Yes, though we always called it the grey stuff 
when I was growing up.” Their dad bent and tugged 
on the cornstalk until it uprooted. “You can’t tell a 
cornstalk has been infected until it shows up in the 
ear of corn.” 

He began to walk out of the garden with Abby 
following closely behind him. Matt ran to catch up. 
“What are you going to do with it?” 

“The best way to get rid of the fungus is to get 
the infected stalks out of the garden.” Their dad 
tossed the cornstalk into their fire pit. “We’ll burn it 
later tonight with any other infected plants we find.” 

After they had filled both of their bags, Matt, 
Abby, and their dad shucked the green husks from 
the corncobs. As Matt peeled the green leaves away 
from one corncob, he frowned. Instead of neat rows 

of yellow kernels, this ear of corn was speck-
led with a few kernels while the rest of the 

ear remained empty. He held it out to his dad. “Is 
this a good ear of corn?” It didn’t look like a good 

corn to him. 
Their dad glanced at the corncob and 

nodded, “It still has good kernels on it. Keep it.” 
Matt placed it in his bag with the rest of the 

shucked corncobs that he’d give to his mom to cook. 
His dad had a point. A good corncob had good ker-
nels on it. His mouth watered just thinking about it. 

QuestIons to thInk aBout: 
1. Read Luke 6:43–45 and Lord’s Day 32 and 

33 in the Heidelberg Catechism by yourself or with 
your parents. What are good works? 

2. How are you like the imperfect ear of corn? 

fInd the foLLoWIng Words In the Word search: 
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Fungus      Fruit     Good     Heart
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BAPTISMS
“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that 
fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s children.” Psalm 103:17
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Rielle Kate, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jared Doezema—Faith, MI
Evan Ames, son of Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin & Kelly Noordermeer—Faith, MI
Caroline Rae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy & Hannah Monsma—First, MI
Rhys Avery, son of Mr. & Mrs. Vance & Cathy Hayes—First, MI
Hoyt Larry, son of Mr. & Mrs. Cory & Rachel Van Overloop—Grace, MI
Annika Beth, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ryan & Katie Kooinga—Grandville, MI
Tate David, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Evelyn Van Overloop—Grandville, MI
Joshua Timothy, son of Mr. & Mrs. David & Sara Bleyenberg—Grandville, MI
Lillian Jean, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy & Kelly Langerak—Hope,MI
Tessa Jo, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Stephanie Uittenbogaard—

Loveland, CO
Max Wade, son of Mr. & Mrs. Thom & Jodi Moore—Loveland, CO
William Edward, son of Mr. & Mrs. Eric & Stacey Solanyk—Loveland, CO
Hudson Lee, son of Mr. & Mrs. Nathan & Esther Van Meeteren—Lynden, WA
Paul Andrew, son of Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Stephanie Medema—Peace, IL
Layla Grace, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Tomm & Rochelle Heyboer—Providence, 

MI
Rihanna Eunice, daughter of Bro Reden & Sis Marlyn Zuniega—Philippines
Evan Matthew, son of Mr. & Mrs. Matt & Gabrielle Gritters—Trinity, MI
Noah Wesley, son of Mr. & Mrs. Nathan & Nancy Rau—Trinity, MI

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”  
Proverbs 3:6
Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ was made by:
Mary Mahtani—Holland, MI
Ashley Morris—Hope, MI
Alyssa Kiel—Kalamazoo, MI
Marty DeVries, Jr.—Randolph, WI
Allyn Brummel—Sioux Falls, SD

MARRIAGES
“For this God is our God forever and ever: he will be our guide even unto 
death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. Tyler Wassink and Miss Lexi Kamps—Georgetown, MI
Mr. Justin VanDyke and Miss Hannah Koole—Georgetown, MI
Mr. Nathan Villalobos and Miss Kolette Heynen—Hull, IA
Mr. Nick Lubbers and Miss Kelly Warner—Peace, IL
Mr. Josh Lucas and Miss Elizabeth VanEgdom—Sioux Falls, SD
Mr. Michael Feenstra and Miss Dawn Rau—Southwest, MI
Mr. Matthew Stange and Miss Sarah DeVries—Southwest, MI


