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In all walks of life and occupations today, one must look to Christ as the ultimate and
final example. It is after Him that one must fashion his lifestyle and behavior. However,
although this imitating of Christ is crucial for all persons in all areas of life, it is especially
important for the teacher to follow Christ’s example when examining his leadership
responsibilities. For it is the teacher and his leadership that positively or negatively influence the
young, naive children who are in such desperate need of proper guidance. A correct assumption
of leadership responsibilities by a teacher will ultimately lead to a positive growth and learning
by his students. The truths that lead to this correct assumption of responsibility can be
discovered only by using Christ as an example.

In Proverbs 3:1-4 God points out to believers how to win prosperity, favor and a good
name for many years. A Christian is able to accomplish this by keeping the commandments of
God and by never allowing love and faithfulness to leave him. A teacher must take these words
of guidance seriously. For during His stay on earth, Christ continually demonstrated His love for
His people. In fact, Christ loved His people so much that He died on the cross for them. He
remained faithful to His people to the very end even unto death. As a teacher, one must also
always allow his love for his students to be known along with a type of faithfulness—a
dedicated, un-relinquishing faithfulness to teach to the best of his ability. A caring teacher
creates an atmosphere of genuine concern among his students. In turn, the students will pick up
on this and, on the whole, attempt to do their best in the classroom.

However, along with this love and faithfulness, Christ was also inherently just. His love
for His people never got in the way of His teaching and illustrating the correct walk of life. He
daily pointed out the consequences of rejecting God and living a life of sin. He showed those
who followed Him the errors of such things as materialism to the extent of instructing a young
rich ruler to sell all he had and follow Christ (Luke 18:22). Christ was extremely and perfectly
honest about how to follow Him and what had to be done. Furthermore, Christ followed through
with the instructions and consequences when He said He would die and rise again in three days,
one could depend on Him doing it. When He spoke of what had to be done in order to gain
acceptance into heaven, one could depend on this being the case. So, also must it be with the
teacher of today. Just as a church fails and becomes useless without discipline and justness, so
shall a classroom. Without proper discipline being continuously carried on as previously
warned, the students will rule the classroom. The teacher will have failed and no learning can
possibly be carried out. A structured set of disciplinary rules are essential for an effectively run
classroom or chaos shall reign. As Christ explains the process of excommunication (Matthew
18:15ff), so must the teacher have a structured set of rules that are explained immediately to the
students which, when infringed upon, are met with the promised disciplinary actions. This
promotes order in the class. The students will follow the rules set by the teacher because they
comprehend what will happen should they do otherwise. Because of their depraved human
nature, many students will do exactly what they have explicitly been told not to do simply
because they know they can get away with it if the teacher does not follow through with
discipline.

Christ took His leadership responsibilities very seriously. He realized how much
depended solely on Him as the Son of God. Every day thousands of people listened carefully to



His every word and accepted His words as truth. He never spoke unthinkingly or rashly because
of this. So also must a teacher weigh his words and take his leadership responsibilities. As a
teacher, one influences young children daily, and should this be done erroneously, the teacher
shall answer for it on the final judgment day.

“Suffer little children to come unto me,” Jesus said to his disciples in Luke 18:16. How
can this be possible unless there is proper instruction and leadership responsibility by those
teaching the children? Teachers have a grave responsibility that must be taken seriously or they
will have to answer for it before God.

Originally Published in:
Vol. 50 No. 4 April 1991



