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Editorial

Ryan Kregel

Our Inheritance:
Left at the Door of the University?

L

ast month we looked at the history of the church
as a part of our inheritance and how we must
value and study that history. In the next two
months we will look at some ways in which we might
despise or give up our inheritance and in turn despise
the giver of our inheritance. This month we look at
some areas in which we are tempted to despise our
inheritance, especially within the context of the college or university campus. Although I may not state
it explicitly, many if not all of these areas of temptation apply to young people entering the workforce
directly after high school as well.
You finally graduated from high school! Now
what? Many of you are in college or may be planning
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to go to college. A great danger is to get lost in the
college life. Will you give up your Reformed convictions? Will you leave your Reformed faith at the door
of the university? You walk through the doors of the
university on the first day of school and are pressed
from all sides. Some pressures are very recognizable,
others are very subtle. Some of these pressures are
present at both Christian and secular universities
but in different ways. Some of these pressures are
present only at secular universities.
For starters, at a secular university you don’t need
to look or listen very far to see or hear wickedness.
Many professors and students alike at secular universities do not care about God. They do not care
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about your faith. They despise living the Christian
life. I very clearly remember my first day of college
(Grand Rapids Community College, a secular institution). That was the first time I had ever heard
the “f-word” used in a classroom. Talk about a
shocking experience for someone who had been in
Christian classrooms his whole life. That word and
many others just as crude seem to be “pet words” of
many on the college campus (and on the jobsite, for
that matter). Many professors and students are just
downright profane. Listen to that day after day, and
it wears on you. You get so used to hearing it that
you are tempted to slip up and say some of those
things yourself. One benefit of a Christian college
is that you won’t hear profanity day after day in the
classroom. Though their theology might be wrong,
the professors for the most part, I hear, conduct
themselves in a godly manner.
In the same classroom I heard that foul word
spoken, I overheard the conversation of a student
talking about the girl he was living with. Enough
said. Not only is profanity acceptable and normal,
but sexual promiscuity is rampant as well. It is a way
of life. It is the way of life for many. This is where a
Christian young person can get into a lot of trouble
very quickly. If you are going to befriend this kind of
person, you have already let your guard down and
are opening yourself to participating in all sorts of
wickedness. Who are your friends while you attend
college? Are they the sort of person described above,
or do they live a godly life and keep you accountable
in your antithetical walk in college? Giving up your
godly friends in the church is one of the ways you
despise your inheritance.
The ungodly person you might befriend in college isn’t going to keep you accountable in your
Sabbath observance. This is especially relevant for
those living on campus or away from home. Are
you still going to be faithful in going to church twice
a Sunday?
In the midst of an ungodly campus, there is great
opportunity to witness of the inheritance you hold so
dear. As you live godly in the face of temptation all
around, other students see how you live. They see
and hear from you that you don’t want any part of
the wickedness they delight in. You don’t attend the
drunken parties, you don’t delight in fornication,
and you don’t take God’s name in vain. You are a
light shining in the darkness. You will see other lights
shining in the darkness too. For all the wickedness
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you will find at a secular university, you still will find
upstanding, godly people, professors and students
alike who value the same inheritance you do. When
you find these people, stay close to them. They are
probably struggling to live the same antithetical life
you are. God has placed them there for mutual
encouragement and accountability.
When you attend a university, you will be rained
upon with the world view of evolutionism. At secular
universities there is outright denial of God’s having
any part in creating or sustaining the world. If you
attend a Christian college, the lie will be a little more
subtle. Your professor might say, “Of course I believe
in the infallible and inspired scriptures as the authoritative word of God.” Query that professor further
and you may find out he actually disregards Genesis
1-11 as just a story God used to communicate to his
scientifically immature church that he is in control.
Dig deeper and you might realize the professor has
a wrong view of infallibility or authority as well. You
have a choice to make as you learn biology, geology, and chemistry. Will you through pure intellect
try to interpret the knowledge you receive? Or will
you by faith understand that all the information you
receive points to God, the creator and sustainer of
the universe and all it contains?
One of the biggest pressures in college is to
“think for yourself.” The reigning thought is, “you
be you”. You are your own person. Figure out what
is best for you. You are in your own pursuit to find
truth. Don’t let anyone else or anything else get in
the way as you pursue your dream. Don’t let anyone
or anything (scripture) tell you how to live. In this
respect individualism and post-modernism go hand
in hand. It is man-centeredness and the pursuit of
knowledge at the expense of absolute truth, the truth:
the word of God.
When the focus is on self, the sin of pride is unavoidable. We are so caught up with ourselves and
the life we want to live that we forget our identity. We
are identified with Christ. In him is all our boasting.
This is who we are. We are redeemed and therefore
live a life of gratitude, not a life of pursuing our own
desires. We are disciples of Christ. We follow Christ
and learn from him how to live. The life we are called
to live is clearly laid out for us in scripture. We see
how Christ lived. We see how Christ interacted with
those around him.
As we begin another year after a break for the
holidays, some of us will go back to work and some
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of us will start a new semester of school. How will we
live? Will we be influenced by unbelieving students
and professors? Or will we witness to who we are
in Christ? Will we identify ourselves with Christ? We
start this new year armed with the word of God, full
of examples of godly people living in an ungodly
world. Scripture, a part of our inheritance, is the

Letter to the Editor

clear revelation of how we must live. Let us value
this inheritance by living a godly, antithetical life. H
Ryan Kregel is the associate editor of Beacon Lights and
a member of Grandville Protestant Reformed Church in
Grandville, Michigan.

Brenda Hoekstra

The Patriarchal Movement
Dear Editor,

I want to thank Schuyler for the information
regarding the Patriarchy movement and the two
authors mentioned. The answer encouraged some
searching on my part about these two men. I was
therefore a little surprised to see such an adamant
defense of Doug Wilson and R. C. Sproul Jr. in a following Beacon Lights. It is clear that these men willingly align themselves with the Patriarchy movement
and even the likes of Doug Phillips of Vision Forum
infamy. True it is that you cannot believe everything
you find on the Internet, but search engines operate
the way that they do for a reason. Depending on how
you conduct your search, what surfaces first can be
an indicator of some level of validity.
Doug Wilson may have started out fairly Reformed, but like anyone who gets caught up in an
error, he may be straying from or finally developing his earlier ideas. It may also be that his earlier
teachings were sound but his current recommended
applications of the teachings are no longer biblical.
Writers can change over time. It is a known fact that
even John Piper’s works have changed in recent
years because of the errors he is embracing, but his
earlier work is fairly decent. I have read only one
book by Sproul Jr., which is enough for me. Let’s also
not forget that some writers can make their ideas
sound so right. Even Mormons can sound like us in
their rhetoric, but they mean very different things
while using words we find familiar, such as God,
covenant, or world. While weighing the teachings
of men in the light of the Scriptures, we should also
remember that even though we read with a Reformed
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mindset and interpret things in that understanding,
the intent of the writer could be something different.
These writers should have their words weighed in
the context of all of their teachings, lives, and the
company they keep so that we don’t view them as
more Reformed than they really are.
While I don’t have a problem with defending a
book, I do have a problem with defending a man
that should not be defended as a person. When a
man such as Wilson sticks up for his fellow Patriarch
Doug Phillips, who fell into the sin of adultery, by
trying to put some of the blame of it on the woman
for luring him into sin and his being the victim of his
own hormones that are ‘the very thing that made him
a great leader’; we should not defend Wilson. His
logic is misogynistic. After giving lip service to how
Phillips was sinful Wilson goes on to say in his blog:
Conclusion: Testosterone is a good thing, and
can be used by God as part of His gifting men
for leadership, but it is not one of the fruits of the
Spirit. God uses gifts, but He blesses fruit.
A man with lots of testosterone is in a position
to start a dynamic ministry that speaks to thousands, that fills conference halls, and that rivets
people to their seats. Taking a hypothetical, that
very same man is also in a much better position
to succumb to the blandishments of a stripper
with a stage name of Foxy Bubbles, and all in the
settled conviction that his sin will not find him out.
How could his sin find him out? He rivets people
to their seats.
Samson eventually had his eyes put out, but
even before he lost his eyes he was not able to
see what Delilah was doing with and to him. The
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thing that God was using against the Philistines,
his strength, was also the thing that Delilah was
using in a series of sexual jiu jitsu moves against
Samson. It is an old trick, and it still works very,
very well.1

Being an Alpha male is no excuse. Also, the
young woman’s sinful yet coerced compliance does
not create room for Phillips to become the victim,
nor does it put her on the same level as a stripper or
Delilah. This was an oppressive situation. That is like
saying that a rape victim has no one to blame but
herself simply because she is a woman. The young
woman in question originally worked for Phillips as
a nanny to his children when she was fairly young,
as well as for his ministry, and was a member of his
church. This church was not your ordinary church
but promoted a more extreme Patriarch mentality.
The pressure for her to obey father rule (meaning
also the head of the house in which she worked) was
considerable, and it is a known fact that this can
outweigh a person’s ability to do what they normally
should do. This particular group held very extreme
and literal ideas about women being ‘silent’.2 Her
legal complaint is online.3 Mr. Wilson’s example
doesn’t even fit because he forgets that Samson was
accountable in his pursuit of Delilah. Neither was
he tricked, since Delilah was the second Philistine
woman he had desired. He knew very well what he
willingly gave to Delilah. In his pride and arrogance
he simply did not care because he stood in his own
strength, just as Mr. Phillips did.
Another observation is that Wilson is featured on
a Mars Hill website where he gets his own page,4
and of course it features a matching link to a leadership series by Mark Driscoll, who has recently been
charged with ecclesiastical tyranny.
Doug Wilson is also a little suspect when he
writes in his piece entitled, Angels in the Architecture (available on Google Books) this: “Christian
Medievalism, however, presents us with a view of a
whole life, full of truth, beauty, goodness, and all their
nasty contraries. The medieval period is the closest
thing we have to a maturing Christian culture”
1 http://dougwils.com/s7-engaging-the-culture/patriarchy-vision-forum-and-all-the-rest-of-it.html
2 http://ministrywatchman.wordpress.com/2006/11/27/
doug-phillips-vision-forum-family-man-sabotages-marriage/
3 http://www.wnd.com/files/2014/04/TorresComplaintFinalwithCoverSheet.pdf
4 http://theresurgence.com/authors/douglas-wilson
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[emphasis in the original]. It makes no sense for a
Protestant man to say that the world was more godly
and biblical before the Reformation in an era when
most of humanity lacked access to the Bible in their
language and was controlled by a hierarchically
governed, oppressive church. If anything, this further
indicates that he may agree with the Patriarchy idea
that elevates a lifestyle to a doctrinal level.
Another reason that Doug Wilson should be read
with discretion is that his teaching on marital sex
does not reflect what we are taught in 1 Corinthians
7:1–5. Not long ago Wilson made headlines with a
statement he made about marital sexual relations
where he indicated that it was ungodly if the activity
were done for mutual pleasure. His actual words are
a bit too crass for Beacon Lights. His blog also does
not seem to be the careful, succinct style of his earlier
books; rather it seems sometimes cavalier and rash.
Several sites and different bloggers also indicate
that Wilson is self-ordained and started his own
church because he did not have the credentials to
get a pastorate in an existing church or denomination. There is indication that he is also schismatic.5
As a side note, Sproul Jr. was defrocked a while
back for ecclesiastical tyranny and the theft and illegal use of a church denomination’s tax ID number.6
Is he another “ruling father” with a double standard?
Several links that express the tenets of the Patriarch ideology have been taken down after the
leader of the Vision Forum’s scandal broke the news
last year, so they cannot be readily documented.
There was a defense of Wilson regarding his not
espousing patriarchy here: patriarchy.org/family/
wilson_quotes.html; but it also is gone.
I am not recommending that everyone toss out
the Wilson books that they own. I have the one entitled Standing on the Promises, and I recall agreeing
with most of what I read. In fact I considered it fairly
commendable if read with our understanding of the
Scriptures. I totally agree with Sarah [Mowery—Ed.]
in her encouragement of the use of discretion. Only
let us be careful about defending men simply because we might like some of what they write.
In addition, I assumed Schuyler to mean that if
a couple decides on family size, they must decide it

5 http://ministrywatchman.wordpress.com/2006/11/22/
doug-wilson-church-splitter/
6 http://hushmoney.org/RC_Sproul_Jr-defrocking-docs.
htm
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before the Lord and not leave him out of the decision in any way. Besides, I think the couples with
larger families are making a decision just as much
as those with smaller families are. It just happens
to be a different decision. Just making an optional
interpretation available for consideration.
I thought the information on Patriarchy from
Schulyer was interesting. One of our ministers had
touched on it a few months ago in the Standard
Bearer. After some researching of my own, I found
the Patriarchy ideology to be an old idea. It has in
fact been around since Aristotle taught it and the
Greeks embraced it during Paul’s time. It is very
pronounced in Asian and Near East societies. It is
much more than a derogatory label put on conservative Christians by alarmed liberals, feminists, and
egalitarians, as Sarah implied. It is a real movement
here in America, and it is a dangerous mindset
just as Feminism was and still is. It may be a fringe
element and strongly connected to the evangelical
groups, but some in the Reformed camp are noticing
a growth of it in their midst and are concerned. It is
extra-biblical and should not be belittled or ignored.
Many women promote it because women are trying
to find a definition of what submission looks like
for all the right reasons. It is easily and sometimes
unwittingly embraced by people with a white-AngloSaxon-Protestant background because much of it
rhymes with a lot of what they and many of us were
taught and believe is a “good” lifestyle. Most of this
lifestyle would be acceptable and biblical, but it is
not doctrinal or actually part of the gospel message
and should not be held as such. Father rule could
lead to Phariseeism, and it can also cause marriage
itself to become an idol to the people and especially

Editor’s Notes		

T

his month we take the opportunity to thank a
retiring staff member and welcome a new one
on board. Matt Kortus spent the past few years
on the staff coming up with great ideas for articles
and new rubrics and finding writers to write them.
Matt is stepping down because of the busyness of
this season of his life, which includes pre-seminary
courses, work, and being a good husband to his wife
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women. It can also have a Judaizing effect in the
church by marginalizing the daughters of the King.
Some women and children have been so broken
by it that, sadly, they have left the faith altogether.
Today’s Patriarchy is a theological error that holds
a distorted view of the covenant as being basically
made up of one’s own family and where there is an
unhealthy focus on the dominion of men and the
limitation of the roles of women. The subservience
of women to men has been raised by the stalwart
Patriarchists to the level of a fundamental doctrine
of the faith, equal to a belief in the deity of Christ.
The more I read, the more I realized that father
rule and Patriarchy is not at all the same thing as
biblical male headship, especially when it comes to
marriage and the covenant family, and the terms
probably should not be used interchangeably. If it
is not understood properly for the error that it is, it
could creep into a well-intentioned Christian’s mind.
Others have been studying Patriarchy more in depth,
and Rachel Miller, news editor of the Aquila Report,
is working on a book about it. Our preaching has
been thorough in its instruction against Feminism;
let it also be equal in showing us the errors of Patriarchy. I look forward to the continued and hopefully
expanded instruction to us on what true headship,
leadership, and authority is according to the Scriptures in future preaching or articles.
In my delving, I noticed that there seem to be
several quasi-biblical ideologies out there. The Patriarchy movement seems to have a cousin called the
Quiverfull Movement. I see potential for reinstating
the “Truth vs Error” rubric in Beacon Lights. H
Brenda is a member of Hudsonville Protestant Reformed
Church in Hudsonville, Michigan.

Mark H. Hoeksema

Sarah. The staff thanks Matt for the many hours he
spent finding writers to fill the columns of Beacon
Lights. Abbie Eriks has stepped in to fill Matt’s position. Abbie is a freshman at Calvin College pursuing
a nursing degree. The staff welcomes Abbie and the
ideas she brings to the magazine. H
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Christian Living

Abraham Kuyper

Implications of Public Confession
VII
Speak!
“Before men….”
Luke 12:8

D

uring the weeks that precede your making
confession and on the day it is to occur, Satan often whispers this thought into the heart
of the believer: “Why make a public confession; is
religion not a matter of the heart, an affair between
my heart and the eternal love for whom it aches and
to whom it extends itself in prayer?” That is a typical
Satanic suggestion, a suggestion that is especially
tempting because it contains some truth. Religion is
indeed a matter of the heart. The man for whom it
is not that is still foreign to the first rudiments of true
religion. An illustration will help indicate that: You
can hang a gorgeous picture of the rising sun in your
room, but that does not make your room comfortably
warm. Similarly, spring has not necessarily dawned
in your heart just because you happen to have a
beautiful conception of the Christ and of his things.
Inner intensity, ardor of conviction, the sparkle of
faith in your heart—these are the things that matter. It
is a lack of these qualities that causes so much sham
religion. Who knows how much more strongly and
beautifully the power of Christ upon earth would
come to expression if the “burning fire shut up in my
bones” of which Jeremiah speaks would only burn
more ardently in those who confess him?
Religion is a matter of the heart. The man who
in his religion attends often to what people say and
think and seldom to what God demands may be one
of religious throngs, but he possesses no spiritual
strength. Because darkness envelops his soul, he can
give others no light; because there are only cinders
and ashes in the hearth of his feelings, he can give
no warmth to others. One loathes such pseudo piety
and reverences only the religion of the man who
can testify with a sparkle of conviction in his eye: “I
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believe, and therefore have I spoken.”
During the period immediately preceding your
being received into the church you see many and
more running to make their confession. They are
people in whose heart the world rules, and in whose
feeling egotism reigns. It is no wonder that you are
then painfully affected by this conspicuous lack of
heartfelt fervor; no wonder that the whole process
seems to have a machine-like precision about it
that betrays a lack of sincerity. Although you were
on your way with those many to make the confession it is no wonder that in a pious moment, you
stopped, thinking: “Not so, surely. Religion must be
a heartfelt matter. I will confess before God, but not
before men.”
In a sense it is true that the better qualities of
your heart came to expression in that moment. Yet it
was Satan who suggested the words “But not before
men.” You know that Satan is always controverting
Jesus’ words, and Jesus, far from discouraging a
continual confession among men, has specifically
laid that task upon your shoulders as a binding
duty. You remember his words: “Whosoever shall
confess me before men, him shall the Son of man
also confess before the angels of God.”
The issue, therefore, is clearly delineated: either
you confess the Christ or you deny him. Jesus recognized no third possibility. He never spoke of a neutral
sphere in which you could remain noncommittal in
your attitude toward him. It is a matter of pro or con,
of a savor of life or a savor of death. You confess
or you deny, and you confess or deny before men.
Do not your alms before men. Otherwise you
will have no reward. Let your soul flow out in prayer
toward God, but do so only after you have closed
the door of your inner room. And when you pray,
pray the Father in spirit and in truth, for the kingdom
comes not in external form, but is within you. True, all
these emphases—very true. But they do not release
you from the responsibility of confessing your Jesus
before men. Remember that by not confessing him,
you are denying him before men.
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Confess him with propriety: not crudely, and not
on uncouth occasions. A shyness in the presence of
holy things is always desirable. You may not cast
pearls before swine. The prudent will know the occasion. Never keep silence or accustom yourself to
reticence. You must speak out for the Christ. He who
does not do so, or who is loathe to do so because
of embarrassment, becomes guilty of denying his
Savior.
It is a sin to be reticent over against the Christ;
it is cowardice; it betrays a want of ardor, of love,
of zeal of one’s Lord. One can conclude that from
daily experience. If someone happens to count a
prominent person among his relatives, he always
takes delight in telling his associates that the man is
his relative and friend. But if the relative happens to
be one whose reputation is tainted or who has been
singularly unfortunate, one prefers to act as though
the man were no relative at all. That represents a
sinful tendency, but sinful man is nevertheless so
inclined. How we like to champion a man when
the championing gets us honor; and how we like to
conceal all relationships that do not flatter us! Jesus
appeals to this characteristic of human nature when
he asks that you confess him. He seems to be saying to you: “It gets me no praise among the angels
of God; yet I am not ashamed to be called your
brother. Hence I ask that you be unashamed of me
also, although I know the world will despise you for
defending my cause.”
Note that the expression “before men” means
before all men. Hence you must do more than to
confess him as do they who defend the Christ in the
company of their inferiors, but who fear to do so
in the presence of people more eminent than they.
But Jesus did not recognize the courage that waxes
heroic before inferiors and dwindles into cowardice
before those who are superior to us. He asked that
we confess him before all men—before kings, governors, and priests, also priests of science. He himself
gave us the example. He made the good confession
not only among the fisher folk of Capernaum and
the farmers of Galilee, but just as boldly and heroically before the procurator appointed by Caesar
of Rome. The Jesus of Nazareth is the same as the
Jesus of Jerusalem.
He demands therefore that you esteem him
highly, that you love him so much and cling to him so
inseparably that you deny him before none, but courageously, faithfully, and boldly confess him before
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men of every rank and position. That kind of confession will cause you many inconveniences. Many
will avoid you because of it. It may cause divisions
between you and your acquaintances, between you
and your friends and relatives. But Jesus sacrificed
all these things and more. He suffered blasphemy,
scourging, the awful anguish of Gethsemane, and
finally the cruel death upon the cross. Almost peacefully, but with determined courage, he persisted. In
fact, he told you that he came to introduce divisions
upon earth, to put schism between a man and his
friends, between a man and his relatives. Concerning that schism he himself testified that it would
sometimes result in separation between even a
parent and a child.
One can safely say therefore that it is an unfavorable symptom if someone has reached a considerable age without ever having broken an association
because of his confession of Jesus. Beware if all men
speak well of you. Their speaking thus suggests that
little of your confession reached them, and that you
preferred to deny your Savior.
Do not deceive yourself. Your religion must be
a matter of ardent, heartfelt conviction. It may not
represent a mere display before men, but must
profoundly affect your soul’s relationship to God.
If your religion is merely ostentation and display,
you worship illusion, and there is no life within you.
However, you may not go to the other extreme.
Never may you propose to let your religion be your
own, that it is not the business of other people. A
believer cannot maintain silence; he must express
himself. As often as that expression of his conviction
meets with opposition, he is confessing his Lord. H

It is better to dwell
in the corner of the housetop,
than with a brawling woman
and in a wide house.
		

—Proverbs 25:24
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Our Goodly Heritage

Mark H. Hoeksema

Interview with Tim Kooima
Part 1

Mark H. Hoeksema: It is March 2, 2009, and I
am about to interview Mr. Tim Kooima from the
Hull Protestant Reformed Church in Hull, Iowa. Mr.
Kooima, where and when were you born?
Tim Kooima: October 26, 1932. I was born at the
home of my mother’s parents in Iowa, with a Hudson, South Dakota address, which caused me some
problems later on (laughter).
MHH: What were those problems?
TK: Well, the first time we were going to leave the
United States, we had to have a passport. So we had
to have a birth certificate. After inquiring in Pierre,
SD and Orange City, IA, there was no record of my
birth. We had to have three records of proof of birth
in the United States. I had my service records which
I had listed as Hudson, SD, so I thought we better
go with that.
Getting my baptism records would be another.
So I went to Peter Kooima, who was the last clerk in
the Rock Valley Protestant Reformed Church, the one
that disbanded in ’61. He had the record book. So,
I thought, now I’m on the right trail. But there was
a problem with the geboren, and the gedopt, and I
don’t know what the next column was, ontreken or
something. Maybe you got better at Dutch than I am.
MHH: Maybe reference to confession of faith?
TK: I think leaving, probably, the congregation.
MHH: Oh, ontreken would be “traveling on.”
TK: I think that’s what it was. Date of birth was there,
but my baptism date was not in the book. But my
mother was living yet, so she could give an affidavit.
The clerk, Peter Kooima, was living then yet, and
he came to the lawyer’s office and gave an affidavit
that he witnessed my baptism. That went through, so
now I have a delayed birth certificate from Pierre, SD.
MHH: Wow. That’s amazing that there was no
record. Maybe that was because you were born at
home, rather than in a hospital?
TK: I suppose. There was a hospital in Hudson, but
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they had destroyed their records just a few years
before that. So that was quite an ordeal to get that
straightened out (laughter).
Incidentally, that record book of the old PR church
in Rock Valley is currently in the safe in our Doon PR
church. I looked up information from that book three
or four years ago when one of the Byker daughters
of the family who were formerly members in Rock
Valley during the depression years was writing her
life history. She contacted Pastor Key, and Pastor Key
gave me the information and said, “You’d better
look into this because you have more knowledge
of what happened in Rock Valley.” So I did that. But
they wanted the baptism records. So this time I knew
where to go (laughter). I went to the clerk of the
Doon consistory and he got them for me. I copied
them out of that book, and sent the record to a Rev.
John Byker, who was a nephew of the lady who is
writing the history. And I didn’t know until I emailed
back and forth that he was a CR minister. But he
did let me know (laughter) after a month or two. I
gave him all the information I had: pictures of the
church and the baptism records. It was interesting
because that Byker family was extremely poor, as
most people were during the depression. They had
moved to Presho , SD for four or five years, but they
came back to Rock Valley and joined the PR church
there for the first time, I think.
Anyway, in the baptism records, four children
were baptized on one Sunday that were born when
they were in South Dakota. It shows in that record,
and they were pretty happy to get that.
MHH: I imagine they were.
TK: So that’s the story behind those baptism papers.
MHH: But at least you now have a legal existence.
TK: Didn’t have any problem getting Social Security.
I had that all straightened out.
MHH: That was probably helpful. Where did you
grow up? Tell me a little bit about your childhood
and your youth.
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TK: The first four or five years you don’t remember much of. But from 1932 to 1939 (1932 I was
born), we had Rev. A. Cammenga for our first pastor. I remember that because I remember going to
catechism with some of the Vanden Top boys from
Doon, whose dad (Jake VandenTop) was a member
of Rock Valley. So I do recollect that a little bit. We
lived pretty much between the Doon/Hull/Rock Valley area most of my younger life. I started out in the
country school—the first and second grade. Things
were pretty hard on the farm. Nobody really had
much money in those days after the depression.
So my dad decided that he would try town life, and
we moved to Hull. From 1939 to 1943 we lived in
Hull. That was during the beginning of World War
II. My father almost moved to California to work in
the shipyard, but he came back because that didn’t
look good to him.
But then it was back to the farm for my dad
again. Couldn’t get that out of his blood, I guess.
Then until we were married, we lived within a couple
miles of the same place—south of Doon pretty much
on the blacktop there.
MHH: And during this time, then where was your
church membership?
TK: Well, up to ’39 it was in Rock Valley. Then for
four years the folks were members in Hull. When we
moved back to the farm we joined the Rock Valley
church again. Then Rev. P. Vis was there. After that
Rev. S. Cammenga, who married us, was there.
I should say that through twelve years of education, I was in six different schools: two different
country schools, two different Christian schools, and
two different high schools. That shows you how much
farmers moved around in those days.
MHH: So, was your father successful in his farming
endeavors then when he left Hull and went back to
the farm?
TK: Let’s see. 1943, the war was another year or
two. But things looked up quite a bit after that. And
they got much better. Things became quite profitable
for him. He was a hard worker, did a lot of custom
work for other farmers, which I got involved in quite
a bit. But they were much different years than what
they were from ’36–’39. Everybody knows that in
’36 there was no crop here.
MHH: It was the time of the dust-bowl?
TK: Yah.
MHH: Do you remember that? Or anything about
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it? Or were you too young?
TK: Well, ’36 was really the bad year of the dust
bowl, but then I was only 4 years old. But that was
the year we moved from west of Rock Valley to east
of Rock Valley. There was also a lot of snow then, so
I vaguely remember that, but not the dust bowl part.
I don’t remember the skies being dark with dust, no.
MHH: But then for most of your younger life, you
were a member of Rock Valley and probably catechized, and so on, in Rock Valley?
TK: Most, except for the four years we were here.
MHH: And you got married when?
TK: August 25, 1953.
MHH: And how old were you at the time?
TK: Not quite 21.
I mention that Rev. S. Cammenga married us. I
have a question mark behind that. We all know what
was going on in 1953, in August. My wife’s parents
weren’t a bit happy, didn’t want the prospect of Rev.
DeJong to marry us. Rev. S. Cammenga wasn’t quite
as vocal, I guess, at that time. I think he kind of was
on the fence for awhile first. So we asked him to
marry us in the Hull PR church. So that’s how that
came about.
MHH: Now, what was your wife’s background?
TK: Well, let’s see. You came to the Protestant Reformed church in what year about?
CK: [Tim’s wife Clarine enters the conversation here.]
I was about 13, I’d say.
TK: So she was a member in Hull when we were
married in 1953.
CK: Before that we went to a Christian Reformed
church in Middleburg. My father’s brother had left
the church to go to the PR church and I can remember my father talking about it that he wasn’t satisfied
anymore with the Christian Reformed Church. So
then we had our papers transferred to Hull Protestant
Reformed.
MHH: So you obviously got married at the height
of the internal problems in the PR church. I’d like to
explore that subject just a little bit. I would like to
know anything that you have to tell me about the
time leading up to the schism and including the
schism and following the schism. So that’s a large
subject, and maybe we can take them one at a time.
But I would be interested in knowing your thoughts
and your recollections starting with the time prior
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to the split.
TK: I thought some about that, but I don’t really recall
that as a young person I really got involved much in
the events that led up to it. At the time [of the split]
we were surely involved. But prior to that I really
wasn’t aware that much of what was developing. I
heard complaints. I really heard more controversy
as far as the Hull congregation than what was going
on in Rock Valley. Those of Rock Valley were pretty
much followers of the DeWolf group except for a few
families at that time. They were pretty solid behind
the DeWolf group. That was much different here in
Hull where the congregation about split down the
middle. So I think I heard more with my association
with the Hull congregation in the years prior to our
marriage than in Rock Valley.
It was interesting for me. The minute books from
Rock Valley ended up with Peter Kooima, who was
the last clerk. He forwarded them to Ben Huisken,
who was a son of the Huiskens in Edgerton. Then he
passed everything he had on to me, and then they
got forwarded through Classis West to the archives.
So that is where the minute books are.
I kind of tried to look through that history a little
bit around ’53 in those books. The trouble is, most
of it is written in Dutch (laughter), and most of it was
my grandfather’s handwriting. He was a charter
member of Rock Valley. He was also Tim Kooima. But
I figured out some things out of there. It seemed to
me that Classis West was asked to ratify the Declaration of Principles. I think it went to the consistories, at
least to express their feelings on it. There was a vote
on it and the minister, Rev. S. Cammenga, was the
only one that voted against rejecting it. And he had
his negative vote recorded. He thought that it should
have more study, rather than go ahead abruptly and
just say we don’t want anything to do with it. That
kind of surprised me. So he was stronger, I think,
than his consistory was as far as his feelings toward
the Declaration. At least he didn’t just say we don’t
need it, or it’s wrong, or anything like that.
MHH: And which way did his consistory vote?
TK: They voted to reject it.
MHH: OK.
TK: The consistory voted to reject it, and he had his
negative vote registered. He didn’t want to take that
step at that point.
Other than that, I was in the public high school
in Rock Valley. That’s another story, but I don’t know
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if we should get into that.
MHH: If it’s pertinent, please do.
TK: Well, I’d like to say that my grandparents and
their family was a strong covenant family. My grandfather valued Christian education immensely. In
fact, all the children went to the Christian school in
Rock Valley. They were always on the farm, and the
transportation was really primitive. But he passed
up country schools on the way to town. He saw to it
that they were instructed in Rock Valley in a Christian school. He was good friends of the principal.
I imagine he had served on the board. That was
about the time when Western Academy failed. The
first time it started up here in Hull, but they went
bankrupt. Mr. Bennink, who was the principal in
Rock Valley, had all his life savings here. That was
gone, of course. Calvin College ended up buying the
building here. And they started up later. But that was
so…my grandpa could not get over that. As strong
as he was for Christian education, I think three of
his children went to high school, but they went to
Rock Valley public. And my father told me that was
the reason. And that still carried over to my dad so
that I was the first, oldest one in the family, so I got
sent to Rock Valley public.
MHH: Do you think that they were resentful or they
just more or less gave up on Christian education?
TK: No, I don’t think they were resentful. I think they
were just resentful because that old Bennink wasn’t
taken care of. And he later had to work as a janitor to fill out his years because there was no Social
Security. That bothered my grandpa so much that
he just couldn’t follow up here at Western.
CK: The rest of your family did go…
TK: Yes, I was the only one that went to the public
high school and the rest of the family went here
[to Western Christian High School]. So that’s how I
ended up in the public high school, which was spiritually not really a good experience; but I have to say
that the Lord in his providence led me to Hull. As
far as young people’s activities and association with
young people, we didn’t have much in Rock Valley.
MHH: Why was that?
TK: It was small, We weren’t very faithful as far as
attending. But there just didn’t seem like there was
much enthusiasm, and Hull had a thriving society.
And a lot of attractive girls…(much laughter).
MHH: That was an honest answer.
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So in a sense, your loyalty or allegiance was
shifting a little bit, perhaps.
TK: I didn’t realize what I missed so much until Clarine’s first class reunion at Western. It was just an
altogether different atmosphere.
MHH: During those years prior to ’53, you say your
recollections are somewhat vague or scarce, but
were you aware at all what the issues involved concerned? That there was a sharp doctrinal difference
developing or…?
TK: Really at that age I didn’t really realize that so
much until about the time we were married, because
then I became involved in Hull. Those were tough
things. My whole family stayed over there [on the side
of those who left the PR church] and my grandfather,
who had been in the Protestant Reformed Church
since it started there said: “At my age, I just can’t
fight any more.” He just kind of gave up, the way it
seemed, and the family kind of followed. He would
have been about 73, I think, at the time of the split.
At one time they called it the Kooima church in Rock
Valley because there were two families that were
charter members and they both had big families.
MHH: So that brings us to the time of your marriage
and to the actual division in the churches. Can you
talk about that a little bit—as far as what happened,
how it happened, what the consequences were—
whatever you recall.
TK: Well, I got the bulletins that were sent out, and
the notifications that came to Rock Valley that the
DeWolf group was going to be speaking in Hull in
the community building. That was on Rock Valley’s
bulletin. I have the Hull bulletin, that your grandfather was going to be speaking here in Hull. And I
recall that night. We were there. I don’t think we went
to the DeWolf one, though, did we? I remember the
night in the community building, though.
CK: It was different in Hull. I think the dividing line
was definitely there. There were many discussions
and heated arguments leading up to ’53 between
relatives and other members of the church.
TK: We didn’t really have that in Rock Valley because
there was only a few families, you see. Ed VanGinkel
went to Doon.
MHH: Had he been in Rock Valley?
TK: Yes, his daughter was baptized in August of ’53,
I think, they were members in Rock Valley. I’ve got
that bulletin too—the last time they met and what
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they decided as far as the property and so forth.
MHH: So the ones who did not go along with the
DeWolf group in Rock Valley went to other congregations, such as yourself and VanGinkel? So you came
to Hull at that point?
TK: Yes, after we were married I had my papers
transferred to Hull.
MHH: Then you were definitely a minority in your
own family?
TK: Yes, I was the only one.
MHH: OK. What are any other recollections that
you might have of that specific time period, and
perhaps the aftermath of the actual schism itself. By
now you’re in Hull, and I’m interested in any recollections you may have of that time.
TK: There was some contact, though, between us,
like at the Oskaloosa convention. I think that was
’49. I was sixteen, I think. Most families only had one
car, so I don’t know if parents would have allowed
us to take the car at that age anyway (laughter). So
we wanted to go to the convention. So it was myself
and John Van Holland from Rock Valley, and Art
Doctor from Edgerton. And we ended up going
to Oskaloosa with your father [H. C. Hoeksema]
(laughter). At sixteen years old, we thought he was
a pretty fast driver.
MHH: You weren’t far off, because he was (laughter).
RBH [Ruthellen Bol Hoeksema enters the conversation
at this point]: Did he give you a thrill ride?
TK: Another little incident on the way. We stopped
for lunch—three young guys—in a restaurant. I don’t
know what we had—a hamburger or something. We
started to eat. I’ll never forget that. Your father said,
“What are you guys? A bunch of hogs? You go to
the trough and just start eating?” (much laughter).
Anyway, we went with him up and back to
Oskaloosa. I wonder how many kids will do that
today—ride to the convention with a neighboring
minister? (Laughter) We had a good time.
MHH: It sounds like it.
TK: Yeah, we had a good time, and after that we
paused to pray when we ate too (laughter). He got
that point across.
MHH: That’s interesting. In the Hull congregation,
was there considerable animosity between factions?
How did all of this stuff shake out?
Continued on page 20.
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Devotional

Sarah Mowery

The Daily Press
“press toward the mark… ” (Philippians 3:14)
Good Children are Happy Children
Read Psalm 1

I sometimes remind my children: “Good
children are happy children.” When they
are obedient and kind, their conscience is at
peace with God, and our home is a pleasant
place to be. When they choose to disobey or act selfishly, not
only do they feel troubled inside, but the rest of the home is
upset as well.
That’s not true only of those who are young—it’s true of
all of God’s children, no matter their age. Psalm 1:1 verifies
this reality: Blessed—that is, happy—is the man who does not
walk in the way of the ungodly, the sinner, or the scornful. In
Proverbs 4:14 Solomon cautions, “Enter not into the path of
the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men,” before he says
this about the path of the righteous: “The path of the just is as
the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect
day” (4:18). You and I are called to grow in holiness with each
passing day. Only then will we truly be happy.
Sing or pray Psalter #1.

Our Delight, Day and Night
Read Joshua 1:1–9

How are you and I able to discern between
the paths of the wicked and the just? From
the word of God. The blessed man delights
in God’s law, and he meditates on it day
and night.
By nature we do not delight in God’s word. Too often we
neglect to study our Bibles daily, much less day and night. So
many other things seem more pressing, more important. No
doubt this was true of Joshua as well. Not only was he the
leader of a huge, homeless nation of people, he was also the
captain of an army that faced the colossal task of conquering
Canaan. Yet the Lord told him that he would prosper only
when he meditated in God’s law day and night. In that way
you and I also discern the way in which we should walk. In
that way we too enter the promised land.
A new year lies before us. It’s my prayer that this devotional
will encourage you to delight in God’s word each and every
day ahead.
Sing or pray Psalter #2.

Be Fruitful
Read Matthew 7:13–23

According to Psalm 1:3, the one who delights in the law of the Lord is a like a tree
planted by rivers of water. This well-watered

Beacon Lights

tree brings forth fruit. Fruit-bearing is not optional for the child
of God. Jesus himself stated, “Every good tree bringeth forth
good fruit” (Matt. 7:17). The righteous, all of whom are given
God’s Spirit and are watered with God’s word, must bring
forth these fruits: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control (Gal. 5:22).
Psalm 1:3 states that the tree brings forth his fruit “in his
season.” Psalm 92:14 makes clear that for those trees planted
in the house of the Lord, no season of life is exempt from
fruit-bearing: “They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they
shall be fat and flourishing.”
You and I are known by our fruits. Are we bringing forth the
fruits of one who truly knows the Lord?
Sing or pray Psalter #251.

Chaff Carried Away
Read Job 21

The Psalmist asserts that whatever the righteous man does prospers, but “the ungodly
are not so.” Job’s three friends agree. They
insist that some sin must be the cause of all
Job’s trouble. But he defends himself as one of the righteous:
“The counsel of the wicked is far from me” (v. 16). He too
points at the prosperity of many wicked, but he recognizes that
though they may die in full strength, “at ease and quiet,” the
end of the wicked is terrible. When their short lives—whether
prosperous or plagued—are over, they are blown into hell like
chaff into the fire. Unlike the righteous, who are covered in
Christ, they are unable to stand before the Lord in the great
day of judgment.
Loved one, do not envy those who hate God’s church.
Though they may cause the righteous grief, they are reserved
for the day of destruction (v. 30). Rather, “draw near to God”
and put your trust in him (Ps. 73:28).
Sing or pray Psalter #201.

The Lord Knows Your Way
Read Jeremiah 29:1-14

We might wonder: If the Lord knows the
way of the righteous, why do we face so
many trials and so much grief in life? If our
own sinfulness and troubles do not weigh on
us, likely the difficulties of our loved ones do. Perhaps you are
concerned for your children’s future in this world as it grows
increasingly hostile to Christianity. Maybe you are burdened by
the awareness of brethren who are persecuted or imprisoned,
live in poverty, or mourn.
Rejoice! The Lord knows our way. All things come not by
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chance, but by his Fatherly hand (Heidelberg Catechism,
Lord’s Day 10). He endures “the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction” in order “that he might make known the riches of
his glory on the vessels of mercy” (Rom. 9:22–23). He knows
the plans that he has for you, and they are thoughts of good,
not of evil. He will show you the path of life, and bring you
safely to your destination, where there is fullness of joy and
pleasures for evermore.
Sing or pray Psalter #28.

The Raging of the Heathen
Read Psalm 2

Throughout the Bible the nations of men
are described as a tumultuous sea. How
unbelievers despise God’s sovereign rule!
How they hate his holy law! So the world
leaders of today pursue peace among the nations and focus
on the global economy, determined to overthrow his reign.
“Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise
like the noise of the seas,” writes the prophet Isaiah. “The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall
rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased
as the chaff of the mountains before the wind” (Is. 17:12–13).
It is God, after all, who made the sea. It belongs to him (Ps.
95:5). He set its bounds with bars and doors (Job 38:8–11).
And though the nations rage against his Anointed, they only
accomplish what his hand has determined before to be done
(Acts 4:25–28). Our crucified and risen King will shortly destroy the beast that comes out of the sea. He will establish his
kingdom, in which unbelievers will be no more.
Sing or pray Psalter #4.

This Day Have I Begotten Thee
Read Acts 13:13–43

We confess that God the Son is eternal,
“begotten, not made” (Nicene Creed). In
Proverbs 8:22–23 and 29–30 read, “The
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his
way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting,
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When he gave
to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his
commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the
earth: then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I
was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.” So what
can be the meaning of Psalm 2:7: “I will declare the decree:
the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have
I begotten thee”?
The question is answered in Acts 13:32–33. The day of
which the psalmist prophecies is the day on which God raised
Christ, the first begotten of the dead (Rev.1:5). It is the day we
too were begotten “unto a lively hope” by the resurrection of
our triumphant Savior (1 Pet. 1:3).
Sing or pray Psalter #29.

Your Life is Worth Living
Read 1 Corinthians 15:12–58

In Psalm 2 we read that God gives his
anointed dominion over all the heathen and
the uttermost parts of the earth. Our Lord
reigns, writes Paul in 1 Corintians 15, until
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all enemies are put under his feet. The last enemy? Death.
In 1 Peter 3:15 believers are instructed to “be ready always
to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear.” In 1 Corintians
15 we find the answer that we are to give to that question:
Christ’s resurrection. Christ’s resurrection proves that his work
of justification was completed on the cross: there is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus! (Rom.
8:1) Because he lives, we enjoy a relationship of faith with him.
Because he lives, we are assured that our bodies too will be
raised, for our head is incomplete without his body. Because
he lives, we can rest in the knowledge that he also reigns and
is coming again. Your life is worth living…because he lives!
Sing or pray Psalter #198.

The Most High Rules in the Kingdoms of
Men
Read Daniel 4

Ungodly rulers obtain their authority from
God, to whom all power and authority
belongs. “By me kings reign,” he declares in Proverbs 8:15.
We are called to submit to those in authority. The honor
that we owe them is “due.” It is fitting to their God-given
positions, and it is our duty to give, even if they are wicked.
Daniel showed honor to Nebuchadnezzar. To the saints who
lived under the anti-Christian government of Rome, Paul wrote:
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there
is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of
God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation” (Romans 13:1–2). In fact, we are called
not only to give them honor, but to pray for them. (1 Tim.
2:1–2). Pray for their salvation. Pray that God “may rule and
guide them in all their ways, and that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty” (Jer. 29:7,
Belgic Confession, Article 36).
Sing or pray Psalter #223.

Blessed Are They That Put Their Trust in
Him
Read John 14:1–11

Many dismiss Christianity as just one
more religion. Do you know what makes
Christianity unique?
First, in all other religions, people seek to merit salvation
by their works. In contrast, God’s law is our schoolmaster to
bring us to Christ (Gal. 3:24). That is, our inability to keep
his law shows us our need for a savior.
Second, Christianity is not a religion, but a relationship of
love between the triune God and those whom he has elected
to be his children. So merciful is that God that he took upon
himself our nature and the punishment due us for our sins!
Third, we know this God from the Bible, which is his infallible, inerrant, and all-sufficient recorded word. God does not
add to that revelation of himself, not by other books, and not
by people who claim they’ve heard his voice.
Finally, we base our hope on our Savior’s resurrection, the
proof that he was God in flesh and that he fulfilled the work
for which he came. He is the way, the truth, and the life: no
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man can be saved, but by him. Blessed are all they that put
their trust in him!
Sing or pray Psalter #400.

You Have a Three-fold Enemy
Read Psalm 3

When I was in high school, I read my Bible
with a pink highlighter in hand, marking
every verse that struck me as applicable
to my life. Now, as I glance through the
Psalms, I see that I didn’t highlight any verses that mention
“my enemies” or “my foes.” That includes four of the verses
in Psalm 3.
Why is it that we don’t like to think that we have enemies?
Perhaps we are mindful of Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:44,
“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you.” Notice that even though Jesus commands us to pray for them, he still calls them enemies. They
are not our friends. They despitefully use us. They curse us.
They persecute us. They hate us.
Fellow believers, we have a three-fold enemy against whom
Jehovah is our defense. Can you name that enemy? Can your
children? Our enemies are: the devil, the world, and our own
sinful selves.
Sing or pray Psalter #5.

The Lord Has Put Away Your Sin
Read 2 Samuel 12:1–15

When David penned Psalm 3, his enemies
were led by his son, Absalom. Absalom’s revolt is recorded only three chapters after the
prophet Nathan confronts David regarding
his sin: “Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine
house; because thou hast despised me. Behold, I will raise up
evil against thee out of thine own house.” David cries to the
Lord in Psalm 3, mindful of the cause of his troubles: his own
sin. Yet he is mindful of these gracious words as well: “The
Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.”
You and I also suffer bitter consequences for our sins. Perhaps something you said has ruined a relationship. Maybe
your own shortcomings as a parent have driven away a child.
There are also our sins of omission, and the high cost of our
refusal to do so many things that we are called to do. Praise
the Lord, for he is faithful. Though he chastens, he hears us
when we cry to him in repentance and grief.
Sing or pray Psalter #83.

Your Enemies Are of Your Own House
Read Micah 7

In Matthew 10:34–37, Jesus teaches
that “a man’s foes shall be they of his own
household.” Jesus’ words were not radical
to those who heard them, for he was quoting the prophet Micah. And yet, the truth of his words stings.
Perhaps, like David, you have a rebellious child. Maybe you’ve
been forsaken by your spouse or by your father or mother. Perhaps one of your siblings walks in sin. These family members
become our enemies, for when they walk in wickedness, they
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tempt us. Sometimes they tempt us to follow their evil way: after
all, it often seems as if the consequences for their sins are very
small. If not, they may tempt us to question God’s goodness,
to doubt his sovereignty, and to deny the truth of his word.
Why does God allow our loved ones to become our enemies? He does so to prove that Jesus’ words are true; to make
us fervent in prayer; to make us more dependent on those
who are truly our brothers and sisters; and to cause us, like
Micah, to put our trust in him, not in people or relationships.
Sing or pray Psalter #72.

Thoughts in the Night
Read Psalm 4

Are you ever unable to sleep? There have
been times in my life during which I was
plagued with sleeplessness. Pressing decisions or worries made my mind restless and my faith weak.
David penned Psalm 4 in similar distress. In his restlessness,
he turned to God, trusting that “the Lord will hear when I call
unto him.” David communed with his heart upon his bed,
that is, he called to mind the former loving-kindnesses of God
toward him. He offered unto God the sacrifices of righteousness: a broken spirit, a contrite heart, and thankfulness (Ps.
51:17 and Ps. 50:14).
Can’t sleep? Don’t be anxious; rather, in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passes
all understanding, shall keep your heart and mind through
Christ Jesus (Phil . 4:6–7). And it will allow you to sleep.
Sing or pray Psalter #7.

A Morning Prayer
Read Psalm 5

I write these mediations early in the morning, while my children still sleep. Before I
begin, I often turn to Psalm 5: “My voice
shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in
the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look
up” (vs. 3).
What instruction does Psalm 5 have for the day that lies
before us? This psalm reminds us that God is our king. The
time, gifts, and possessions that he will give you and me today belong to him. How will we use them? This psalm warns
us that God has no pleasure in wickedness: if we walk in sin
today, we will not experience the comfort of his presence. Also,
this psalm assures us that our King hears our cries: because
of his mercy, we are not consumed. When we turn to him for
direction, he will make his way straight before our face. He
will defend us today, and he will destroy our three-fold enemy.
Believing these things, we can rejoice, no matter what the
day may bring.
Sing or pray Psalter #9.

The Lord Chastens Those He Loves
Read Psalm 6

Do you turn to the Lord when he chastens
you for your sin? In this psalm David prays,
“Lord, rebuke me, but not in anger. Rather,
chasten me out of love.” Jeremiah prayed
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a similar prayer: “O Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not
in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing” (Jer. 10:24).
Both men recognized that to experience chastening is to know
God’s love –“My son, despise not thou the chastening of the
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: for whom the
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth” (Heb. 12:5-6).
Our Father’s chastening takes different forms. David here
prays for the healing of his body as well as the deliverance of
his soul. Sometimes God chastens us by giving us over to sin
for a time. At other times he plagues us with feelings of guilt
or embarrassing circumstances. His chastening can take the
form of broken relationships, sickness, or even physical death.
Praise him! He loves us too much to allow us to continue in
sin without reaping bitter consequences.
Sing or pray Psalter #12.

Avenge Not Yourselves
Read Psalm 7

A “Shiggaion” is a wandering poem composed under intense emotion. The heading
of Psalm 7 notes the origin of this Shiggaion:
the words of Cush the Benjamite to David.
Some speculate that Cush was a relative of Saul who accused
David of attempting to harm the king without cause; hence
David’s parenthetical remark in verse four. Whatever the case,
Cush wrongfully accused David of evil, and David’s response
is recorded for our benefit. Instead of seeking revenge, he
turns to God in prayer.
Have you ever been wronged by another? Such an occasion
becomes both a temptation from Satan, who would have your
soul devoured by self-righteousness and hatred, and a trial
from your heavenly Father, who would have you learn to more
fully trust in him as your defense. “Dearly beloved, avenge not
yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath [that is, commit to
the Lord the right to judge—Calvin]: for it is written, Vengeance
is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Be not overcome of evil,
but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:19, 21).
Sing or pray Psalter #13.

How Excellent is His Name
Read Psalm 8

When you were taught how to write a
paragraph, your teacher likely taught you
that a paragraph’s opening sentence usually
states its topic and that its closing sentence
typically also summarizes the main point. There’s no question about the message of Psalm 8: “O Lord our Lord, how
excellent is thy name in all the earth!”
When the word Lord is spelled in all capital letters, as it is
when it first appears in this Psalm, the reference is to God’s
name “Jehovah” or “Yahweh.” This name reveals God as the
self-existent, unchanging God. “But thou art the same, and
thy years shall have no end. The children of thy servants shall
continue, and their seed shall be established before thee”
(Psalm 102:27–28). God gave Moses this name at the burning bush. It is the name that the Israelites heard—and we also
hear—before the reading of his law, “I am the Lord thy God,
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage.” No longer are we the slaves of sin! The
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most excellent, most majestic God is our Lord!
Sing or pray Psalter #275.

The Work of His Fingers
Read Psalm 8

If the opening and closing sentences of a
paragraph state its thesis, the sentences in
the middle support the author’s main point.
So too with Psalm 8. How excellent is God’s
name? His glory surpasses the heavens.
Recently our family visited a local observatory. On the wall
there was a print of a famous photograph taken by the Hubble
Space Telescope. Hubble Deep Field is picture of a tiny part of
the night sky. A volunteer at the observatory told us that if we
would hold a dime at arm’s length, the amount of sky captured
in the photograph would be around the size of Roosevelt’s
eye. Astronomers who studied the photograph determined that
there are approximately 3,000 galaxies in that tiny bit of sky!
How great is our God? How excellent is his name? The vast
universe in which we live is but the dainty work of his fingers.
And yet—wonder of wonders—he is mindful of you and me.
And not only that: he also crowns us as kings of his creation.
Sing or pray Psalter #15.

Praise Perfected
Read Matthew 21:1–17

Not long ago our pastor printed this
quotation from Augustine in our church
bulletin: “We stand in awe of the ocean, the
thunderstorm, the sunset, the mountains;
but we pass by a human being without notice, even though
the person is God’s most magnificent creation.” The heavens
declare the glory of God, though they have no voice. Infants
and nursing children, so fearfully and wonderfully made,
worship him, though they are unable to speak. And the little
children that praised their soon-to-be-crucified Lord in the
temple silenced the learned priests and scribes, for God has
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty (1 Cor. 1:27). That all-sufficient, unchanging
God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has
shined into your heart and mine the light of the knowledge of
his glory in the face of Jesus Christ. “We have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of
God, and not of us” (2 Cor. 4:6–7).
Sing or pray Psalter #14.

Become as Little Children
Read Matthew 18:1–14

You and I are surrounded by adults who’ve
never grown up. We live in a culture that
feeds self-centeredness and childishness.
You and I are not called to be childish; we
are called to have childlike faith.
“Childishness involves the refusal to acknowledge external
authority, and thus a refusal to acknowledge one’s own limits
and one’s own lack of uniqueness in this world.” In contrast,
“to be childlike is to accept that one is not the measure of all
things…it involves an acceptance of the power and authority of God, of the sufficiency of his revelation, and of the full
adequacy of the salvation he has wrought in Christ. It also
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involves being involved in the local church, looking to the
elders and the deacons for support and for nurture. It involves
realizing that one does not stand apart from, or above, the
body of Christ: one is part of it and under his authority as the
head” (all quotations from Dr. Carl Trueman).
Are you characterized by childishness or by a childlike faith?
Sing or pray Psalter #366.

God is Just
Read Psalm 9:1–8

So far this month we’ve read nine psalms,
and every one of them has at least by implication referred to the justice of God. God is
just, or, to put it another way, he is righteous.
One who is just conforms to a certain law, or standard. God
conforms to his own standard of perfection and holiness in
everything that he does, and he requires that men and angels
comply to that standard of righteousness as well. In that too
he is just.
The truth that God is just is simple to understand, but it is
hard to confess. Often it seems to us that God isn’t just. We
disagree with the way he’s made us, with the gifts that he’s
given to us, and with the position in life in which he’s placed
us. We wonder if it’s just of him to demand of us a standard
of perfection that we cannot meet. Along with the wicked, we
question how he could choose to elect some and reprobate
others. But “is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.”
(Rom. 9:14).
Sing or pray Psalter #16.

The Blessed Poor
Read Psalm 9:9–20

The God who is just is also the God who
remembers the poor (v. 18). In him “mercy
and truth are met together” and “righteousness and peace have kissed each other”
(Ps. 85:10).
Who are the poor of whom David sings? They are those
who are oppressed (v. 9); they are the humble who cry to God
(v. 12); they are those who are troubled by their enemies (v.
13). They are, to put it in Jesus’ own words, “poor in spirit”
(Matt. 5:3).
To confess that you are poor in spirit is to confess that you
know that you are incapable of meeting God’s standard of
perfection. It is to confess that you possess nothing that you
could offer to satisfy his justice. It is to acknowledge that he
is a good judge who gives to all sinners, yourself included, a
just sentence: eternal hell.
Do the qualities of those who are poor in spirit characterize
you? If so, blessed are you, for yours is the kingdom of heaven.
Sing or pray Psalter #385.

The Son of Man is Judge
John 5:19–29

In John 5:22 Jesus said, “The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.” Matthew 16:27 reads,
“For the Son of man shall come in the glory
of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every
man according to his works.”
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There is great comfort for us in knowing that the Son of
man will judge us. The name “Son of man,” a name that
Jesus often called himself, emphasizes his human nature.
The one who will judge us knows what it is to be tired, to be
hungry, to be sick, and to be injured. He understands what
it feels like to be wronged by a parent, a sibling, a teacher,
or a friend. He was “in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin” (Heb. 4:15).
He also comprehends far better than we the punishment
that is due us for our sins, for he is the Son of man who was
lifted up for our sakes (John 3:14). Let all men honor him.
Sing or pray Psalter #302.

The Heathen are Perished Out of His Land
Read Psalm 10

If you are a believer, you need not fear
the final judgment. Article 37 of the Belgic
Confession says this concerning the day
when our Lord will return and raise the
dead: “Then the books (that is to say, the consciences) shall
be opened. The consideration of this judgment is justly terrible
and dreadful to the wicked and ungodly, but most desirable
and comfortable to the righteous and elect; because then
their full deliverance shall be perfected, and there they shall
receive the fruits of their labor and trouble which they have
borne, and they shall see the terrible vengeance which God
shall execute on the wicked.”
The devil, the world, and your own sinful self will be stilled
on the judgment day. No longer will you and I wrestle against
principalities, powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world,
and spiritual wickedness in high places. No longer will we do
evil in spite of the good that we desire to do. So we look for
that new heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness (2 Pet. 3:13).
Sing or pray Psalter #17.

Lovers of Righteousness
Read Psalm 11

God’s righteousness is a communicable
attribute—that is, it is one of his attributes
that he shares with his people. We are not
all-sufficient, and we will never be omnipresent—those belong to God’s incommunicable attributes. But
God of mere grace imputes to you and me the righteousness
of Christ (Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 23). That is what
it means to be justified.
When we are justified, we are given God’s Spirit, the “Spirit
of adoption” (Rom. 8:15). God adopts us to be his children!
As our adoptive Father, God works two wonders of which
earthly parents are incapable. First, he gives every child the
full inheritance: you and I and all believers are given the
forgiveness of sins, peace with God, the right to eternal life.
Second, he takes his adopted children and makes them look
like him! No longer do we bear the image of the devil: we
bear the image of our heavenly Father. No longer do we love
evil; we become lovers of righteousness!
Sing or pray Psalter #69.
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Our Gracious Reward
Read Romans 2:1–11

We cling to the doctrine of salvation by
grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ
alone, yet Jesus declares, “Behold, I come
quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
unto every man according as his work shall be” (Rev. 22:12).
Is our reward of grace or according to our works? It is both.
In Lord’s Day 24 the Heidelberg Catechism acknowledges
that God will reward our good works in this and in a future
life. But even this reward is not of merit, but of grace, “For it is
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). You don’t “work for Jesus.” Neither do
I. Rather, it is the Spirit of Christ himself who works in us and
through us. And it’s his own work for which he will reward us
when we stand before his judgment seat! Do you understand
why it is impossible for those who receive such a gracious
reward not to bring forth fruits of thankfulness?! Praise him
for such an undeserved, gracious reward!
Sing or pray Psalter #162.

Fear God and Keep His Commandments
Read Ecclesiastes 12

What are the good works that God rewards? “Only those which proceed from a
true faith, are performed according to the
law of God, and to his glory; and not such
as are founded on our imaginations or the institutions of
men” (Lord’s Day 33). The wise preacher summarizes “the
whole duty of man” this way: “Fear God, and keep his commandments.”
What does it mean to “fear God?” The fear of the Lord is
reverence for God rooted in such deep love for him that one
does not want to do anything that might offend him. Perhaps
you have experienced a similar fear in an earthly relationship.
If you are married, for example, you have likely had the opportunity to do something that you refused to do because you
knew that it would hurt your husband or your wife.
“Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth
greatly in his commandments” (Ps. 112:1).
Sing or pray Psalter #334.

Driven by Delight
Read Ecclesiastes 12

Good works are the duty of the righteous, but it is not enough that we perform
good works out of a sense of duty. Jesus
condemned the scribes and Pharisees, who
observed God’s law on the outside but were “within full of
dead men’s bones” (Matt. 23:27). C.S. Lewis put it this way:
“A perfect man would never act from a sense of duty; he’d
always want the right thing more than the wrong one. Duty is
only a substitute for love—of God and of other people—like
a crutch, which is a substitute for a leg” (C.S. Lewis).
This is the “true conversion” explained in Lord’s Day 33 of
the Heidelberg Catechism. True conversion is “sincere sorrow
of heart that we have provoked God by our sins, and more
and more to hate and flee from them,” and “sincere joy of
heart in God, through Christ, and with love and delight to live
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according to the will of God in all good works.”
Good works are never performed out of a sense of duty:
they are only ever driven by delight.
Sing or pray Psalter #40.

The Crutch of Duty
Read Romans 7:7–25

Yesterday we considered that good works
must be driven by delight, that is, by love
for God and for his law. And yet there’s a
conflict, isn’t there? Paul addresses it in Rom.
7:22–23: “For I delight in the law of God after the inward
man: but I see another law in my members, warring against
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law
of sin which is in my members.” We know that as long as we
remain on this earth, the legs of our spiritual new man are not
what they will one day be. Too often we must lean hard on the
crutch of duty when we should be delightedly skipping along.
Then our prayer must be that of Psalm 119:35: “Make me to
go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight.”
Sing or pray Psalter #325.

Do it With All Your Heart
Read Col. 3:18–25

Do you find that too often you are driven
by duty rather than delight? Consider one
more quotation from C.S. Lewis: “We do not
wish either to be, or to live among, people
who are clean or honest or kind as a matter of duty: we want
to be, and associate with, people who like being clean and
honest and kind. The mere suspicion that what seemed an
act of spontaneous friendliness or generosity was really done
as a duty subtly poisons it.”
How practically this applies to our lives. Do I submit to my
husband because that’s what’s required of me, or because
it’s my joy? Which mother do my children see? The one who
does the laundry, bakes the cookies, or helps with homework
because she sees it as her duty, or because it’s her delight?
Which committee member do you prefer? The one who signs
up out of obligation, or the one who serves out of love?
And so we are compelled to the cross, are we not? To the
feet of the only one who could say this of and by himself: “I
delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my
heart” (Ps. 40:8).
Sing or pray Psalter #109.
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Always Faithful

Laura Huizinga

Day by Day

A

young wife sits holding her husband’s hand
as the doctor tells them the results from the
tests she had last week. “It’s cancer,” he says,
“we must start treatment immediately.” Her fears
rise; she has two young children at home. How will
they handle this, what will life be like six months
from now or even ten years from now? Will she be
around to see her children graduate, get married,
have kids of their own?
A young father receives a phone call that will
change his life forever. His wife has been killed in
a car accident, leaving their three children without
a mother. In that moment, he doesn’t know how he
will be able to continue without her. The responsibilities are enormous, the questions endless. How will
he manage to work, take care of his children, be a
father and a mother? And how will his children cope
without their mother?
A teenager is faced with life-threatening illness.
While her friends are enjoying high school, she is
facing doctor’s appointments and hospital stays. Life
seems unfair and too hard. She too questions the
direction her life is taking her. Will she ever have the
life she dreamed of?
Now fast forward six months or even a year. From
all outward appearances they are all doing just fine.
The young wife and mother has gone through her
chemo and radiation. Her doctor is confident that
the cancer is gone and her prognosis is good. She
is raising her children and believes that the future is
bright. The young father is making it work with the
help of family and friends, and both he and his children are coping. The young teenage girl, who once
didn’t think she would ever graduate high school, is
preparing to do just that.
Others, too, look at them and wonder how that
young mother remains so strong after going through
what she did, and how she remains hopeful for the
future. How did that young father go on providing
for and raising his children without his wife? How did
that young teenager continue with school while dealing with such an illness? From an earthly standpoint,
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one might comment that they are such physically
strong people that of course they could handle all
these difficulties; or that their support system was
unbelievable; or that they had the best doctors and
medicine that one can have. And while these all may
be true, the real answer to how they were able to
continue with their lives is that each day they woke
up and looked to their Father in heaven. From him
they received the strength to continue. It sounds so
cliché to say take each day as it comes, but oh how
true it is! And how often might not the words of the
popular hymn run through our heads: “Day by day
and with each passing moment, Strength I find to
meet my trials here. Trusting in my Father’s wise
bestowment, I’ve no cause for worry or for fear. He
whose heart is kind beyond all measure, gives unto
each day what he deems best…. Every day the Lord
himself is near me, with a special mercy for each
hour…”
The three situations above are just a few examples of the trials and afflictions that may occur
in the life of a child of God. One must not think that
he is immune to trials and afflictions; at some point
we will all face various difficulties: “Many are the
afflictions of the righteous…” (Ps. 34:19). We too
will have questions, fears, and doubts. We too may
wonder how we will make it through. And when we
have these doubts, we must remember that we have
a Father in heaven who loves us. It is he who has
sent us these trials and afflictions in the first place,
and he will ultimately lead us through. We go back
to Psalm 34:19: “…the Lord delivereth him out of
them all.” What a comfort then is Lamentations
3:22–23: “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not
consumed, because his compassions fail not. They
are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.” H
Laura is a member of Hope Protestant Reformed Church
in Walker, Michigan.
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Continued from page 12.
CK: There was a lot of factions and we no longer
felt as one.
TK: I heard of arguments outside of church afterwards, after the service. The 13th of September was
the last time that we met together in the Hull church
here—those two groups. On the 20th of September,
we met in Western [Christian High School] with one
deposed deacon—Henry Hoksbergen. He had been
deposed by their consistory. I didn’t realize that until
I got hold of some other information.
MHH: So all the other officebearers in the Hull congregation went with the DeWolf?
TK: Correct.
MHH: Really?
TK: Yes, Henry Hoksbergen was the only one. At that
first meeting in Western, he’s the one that walked in
with Rev. Schipper, who was the first one to preach
for us.
MHH: And who was the minister in Hull at the time
for the DeWolf group?
TK: Rev. DeJong. He came in 1950—after Rev. A.
Cammenga had left. And I know that my father-inlaw was opposed to giving him the call because they
were more aware of what was going on in Hull than
what we were in Rock Valley.
I have a letter of request from Henry Hoksbergen
and the committee asking us to come to meet in
Western that Sunday. I even remember Rev. Schipper’s sermon topic: “Work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling, as God worketh in us to will
and to do his good pleasure.”
We didn’t stay in Western very long. Then we
went to the basement of the community building.
MHH: What kind of a percentage, if you can recall
that, stayed and left?
TK: I think it was less than half, but not so much
under half, I don’t think. I think we had about 25–30
families. It just seems to me that they had 60 or 70.
So it was less than half.
MHH: So, then you met in the community building.
TK: For eleven years.
MHH: Eleven years!
TK: Yes.
MHH: Why was that?
TK: Well, there was a property dispute going on all
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this time. We had Rev. Heys first. There was a strong
emotional tie to the old church in Hull, even though
we were in the community building. We felt on our
whole side of the denomination that we were rightfully the Protestant Reformed Church of Hull and
were entitled to the property. But we spent quite a
bit of money. We made a lot of trips to the lawyer
in Sheldon.
That was an ongoing thing for quite a while.
There was no progress made until Edgerton won
their court case and got their church back. Then the
whole situation changed. There were two Protestant
Reformed Churches in Hull until the year 1962 when
the De Wolf group joined the CRC. So when Edgerton won, they were more open to discussion as far
as making a settlement. I was involved in that as a
novice elder, I’ll tell you! I was young. I got involved
in that along with Rev. Kortering, whose first charge
was here in Hull. Those were some rough years.
We had a lot of financial problems. We didn’t have
a church, and there were still strong emotional ties
to that old building. I think the younger ones of the
congregation probably would have moved in the
direction of just going off on our own: but others
wanted the church back. So that’s what we pursued.
I remember one meeting, I don’t know how it
came about, but I think the Classis of the CR Church
got involved, advising them to sell, because at this
time they were in the process of maybe moving to
the CRC. I think that was in the works then. So we
were called, as a consistory, to Dordt [College] for a
meeting. The only one representing—I think his job
was as an arbitrator—was B. J. Haan, who was president of Dordt. You probably recall Rev. B.J. Haan.
MHH: I know the name.
TK: He was a good public relations man. I think he
was trying to tell us to make a settlement.
MHH: And who all was present at this meeting?
TK: Our whole consistory. We met as elders and
deacons at that time together.
MHH: But the other side was not represented?
TK: No. In the course of the meeting, B. J. Haan
was pretty diplomatic, but he made the mistake of
calling us the Hoeksema group. Old Pete Hoekstra,
who was quite a mild-mannered man, wasn’t going to take that. He said, “I’ll have you know that
we’re the Protestant Reformed Church, one of the
Protestant Reformed Churches in America. And we
don’t follow a man” (laughter). I think Rev. Haan
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realized he made a slip there, and he soothed that
all over and got things on the right track. But when
the meeting ended, he stood up and put his hands
out. He said, “Send your students to Dordt.” That
was his last word (laughter). But anyway, that came
to pass, and for $18,000 we got the church back.
MHH: And that was in what year?
TK: 1964.
MHH: I was quite frankly not aware of the fact that
it took that long, because that’s a fairly lengthy time
after the split. I thought that perhaps they had gone
back to the Christian Reformed Church before that,
but apparently not. Then, what happened to the
DeWolf group when you made that settlement? You
got the church back, what about them?
TK: They built what’s called the Hope Christian Reformed Church in 1964. Most of the churches went
back to the CRC in 1961 or 1962.

Church History

MHH: Did Rock Valley go back in the early ‘60s,
then?
TK: 1961.
MHH: Which obviously effectively ended the existence of that congregation as a unit and as a former
Protestant Reformed Church.
TK: Yes. Most of them went to the two Christian
Reformed Churches that were in Rock Valley at that
time. Pretty much a similar situation, I think, in Sioux
Center and Orange City. In 1952 the young people’s
convention was in Hull. It was jointly sponsored by
Hull, Rock Valley, Sioux Center and Doon. I remember working with the young people. I’m wondering
if your father was in Doon then?
MHH: My father was in Doon from 1949–1955. If
my knowledge is correct, he came in the fall of 1949.
TK: That must have been when I rode with him to the
convention. He just must have got there, I guess. H

John Huizenga

The Twenty-eighth Century of His-Story:

The Church under the Judges
Needs the Office of Priest

T

he twenty-eighth century of His-story opens
upon a band of 600 Philistines entering the
heritage of Shamgar, a man of God in Israel.
They had poured their energy and resources into
developing superior iron tools and weapons and
felt ready to press into the land of these despised
people who put their trust in God. Flushed with pride
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and meeting but feeble resistance, the Philistines
gathered in small bands to drive deeper and deeper
into the land of Israel, looking for more victims upon
which to enact their hatred for the church and lust
for power and wealth. They came into the field of a
man named Shamgar. He was alone and an easy
target for this mob of 600 men as they began an-
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other rampage of terror. Unknown to them, however,
this man was filled with love for his God and a holy
jealousy for the church to which he belonged.
As the Philistines approached with their weapons
of steel, Shamgar stood unmoved. In his hand he
gripped an ox-goad, a mere stick of wood for prodding his cattle along. It was time for God to make
clear that within his kingdom, he is pleased to make
known his power and glory through what appear
outwardly to be weak means. The real power and
might of the church belongs to God, and it is worked
through men who walk by faith in close communion
with God. This would be the last raid this band of
600 Philistines would make upon Israel. We read
simply, “[Shamgar] slew of the Philistines six hundred
men with an ox goad: and he also delivered Israel”
(Judges 3:31). Only one verse is devoted to this faithful judge, but with this act of faith God introduces
his work through the judges of this period of history.
The Philistines were not the only ones who had
begun to oppress Israel. The power of sin had taken
firm hold in the church, and now multiple enemies
had risen up to oppress the church from different
directions. The Philistines in the southwest had grown
in power and in their hatred for the church. With their
superior technology in iron weapons, they had begun
to strike out with groups of well-armed men to kill
and loot among the homes and farms of Israel. At
the same time Jabin was leading the Canaanites with
horses and chariots of iron in raids on the northern
parts of Israel. Such raids were going on continually
and were increasing to the point that the people were
living in constant fear and were unable to conduct
normal day-to-day activities of life. Instead of being filled with travelers and traders, the roads were
empty as the people tried sneaking from place to
place through round-about trails. The fields were
left to grow wild, and villages were abandoned. We
are given this picture of misery at the beginning of
Deborah’s victory song when she sings in chapter
5:6–8: “In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in
the days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied, and
the travellers walked through byways. The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in Israel,
until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in
Israel. They chose new gods; then was war in the
gates: was there a shield or spear seen among forty
thousand in Israel?”
That question at the end of the quotation is rhetorical. The church does not rely on earthly weapons
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and superior technology for her protection. But when
the source of her strength is cut off through a lack of
knowing God through the office of prophet, and a
lack of covenantal communion with God through the
office of priest, she becomes weak and vulnerable
to the attacks of the enemy. God uses the three-fold
office of prophet, priest, and king to uphold the
spiritual health of his covenant people. We looked
at the previous hundred-year period in light of the
office of prophet, and in this article we highlight the
invaluable role of the office of priest in the life of the
church (though in the judges of this period the office
of prophet continues to be prominent, especially in
the work of Deborah).
When we look especially at the office of priest, it
is helpful to describe the sin of the church in terms
of spiritual adultery, because the priestly office has
to do with our covenantal relation of friendship with
God and maintaining faithfulness to our covenant
God. God speaks to his people through the office of
prophet, and his people respond to God with prayer
and thanksgiving through the office of priest. This office is critical for covenantal life between God and his
people. The work of the priests in the Old Testament
gave a three-fold picture of this fellowship: 1) they
offered sacrifices pointing ahead to Christ; 2) they
offered incense as a picture of the prayers of God’s
people ascending to God; 3) they pronounced the
blessing of peace and joy upon God’s people who
lived with their God in covenantal fellowship. Until
Christ, the great high priest, came to remove the barrier, the priests were authorized by God to intercede
between God and his people. But the church had
forsaken her spiritual husband and exposed herself
to the wicked lusts of her enemies.
Due to the serious lack of attention to prayer
and personal fellowship with God founded upon the
knowledge of God as revealed by the prophets and
recorded in the word, the people were attracted to
the excitement and popularity of new kinds of worship. Ignoring the word of God, they “chose new
gods.” They were bored with the tabernacle and the
ark in Shiloh, and invented new forms of worship to
suit their own style and convenience. Judges 17–18
tell the story of a young man, Micah, who ignored
the form of worship that God had prescribed for
his people and exercised his own creative energies
to establish a more exciting and fulfilling worship
experience for himself and his family. He even built
a special sanctuary where he could display his talent
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for carving images that he thought would help him
focus on his worship of Jehovah. He even made his
own ephod like the priests had so he could seek the
will of God. He consecrated his son as his priest until
a wandering Levite happened to stop by and took
up that office within his house.
These distortions of church life and worship came
about in part because the office of prophet was
not actively engaged in Israel. The parents of this
man did little to teach him what God had revealed
throughout their history, and allowed this son to do as
he pleased. He stole money from his mother and was
but lightly rebuked. God explains this behavior in
17:6 with the well-known refrain, “In those days there
was no king in Israel, but every man did that which
was right in his own eyes.” Micah’s little experiment
with worship may have been enjoyable and exiting
for a time, but it led to misery and the corruption of
worship for the whole tribe of Dan. A group of men
from the tribe of Dan kidnapped Micah’s priest and
stole his images for their own use. The end of this
story is summarized in the last two verses of Judges
18: “And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of
Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe
of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. And
they set them up Micah’s graven image, which he
made, all the time that the house of God was in
Shiloh.” In close connection with feeble exercise of
the office of prophet in the church, the office of priest
had also become distorted and corrupt.
Having opened the door of the enemy, the Philistines entered from the southwest and the Canaanite
descendents of Ham invaded with Jabin from the
north. The Philistines and Canaanites who put their
trust in physical power and superior technology
would again see that the God of Israel, the only true
God of the heavens and earth, does not rely upon
the inventions of men to gather and preserve his
church. Rather, God is pleased to display his power
through the work of the Holy Spirit within the heart.
For this display he chose an obscure farmer in the
south and a mother in Israel in the north. Soon it
would be shown in Samson, and later in David when
he came as a boy to fight the Philistines’ military
champion. God would have to remind Elijah of this
power with the still small voice, and he continues to
work through the simple preaching of the cross to
create a new heart in his people. “(For the weapons
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
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God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4–5). By the sovereign grace of
God at work in her heart, Israel repents and cries
out to God, and he demonstrates his longsuffering
faithfulness and love in delivering her from her sin
and shame.
Interestingly God used a woman to exercise the
office of prophet during her time as judge in Israel.
As a prophetess she received the word of God and
taught it to the people. She composed the song of
praise that proclaimed the deliverance and glory of
God. She also ruled as a judge and led the battle
against Sisera. Even so, she referred to herself as “a
mother in Israel,” because being a wife and mother
was her primary calling in the kingdom of God. God
makes it clear that he will have men appointed to
the special offices in the church as a picture of Christ
as the head of the church, but under special circumstances he may be pleased to appoint a woman to
this position. Beginning with the unlikely defender
Shamgar with his ox-goad, God chose a series of
Judges (Deborah, Barak, Gideon, and Samson)
who were weak in themselves alone or with only a
few men, to make it clear that it was God who was
pleased to bring peace to his people in the way of
their knowing and loving him.
Eli was born about half way through this century,
during the time of oppression by Sisera, and began
to exercise his role as priest at the tabernacle in
Shiloh. He would also serve as a judge during the
last 40 years of his life (1 Samuel 4:18). Though he
himself was a godly man who faithfully exercised his
office, his sons took up this office toward the end
of this century, and by the middle of the next, it had
become absolutely corrupt. In the next and last one
hundred year period of the Judges we see that while
the office of the priesthood reaches a shameful low
point in Hophni and Phinehas, the office of prophet
reaches new heights in Samuel. Then the office of
king will also be introduced to shed more light again
upon the promised Messiah who will be the prophet,
priest, and king. How precious and valuable are
these offices as they are exercised in the faithful
church to the blessing of covenantal fellowship and
peace for the people of God! H
John is a member of Hull Protestant Reformed Church in
Hull, Iowa, and a former editor of Beacon Lights.
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Where We Stand

Rev. Nathan Langerak

Providence (2):
The Scope of Providence

W

hen we speak of God’s providence as his
personal government of the world, we
mean that he governs all things. The scope
of providence extends to all things. It includes the
entire universe, every creature in the universe, and
every event that happens in that universe from the
explosion of a star, to the oscillations of the tiniest
atomic particle, to the rise and fall of kings and
nations.
This is simply the implication of the confession
that God’s providence is his almighty and everywhere present power. Since it is almighty, there is
nothing that he wills to do that he cannot do, and
since nothing happens apart from his will, all things
are in his hand. This is the implication that God is
God. The Reformed confession of providence will
have nothing to do with the pagan notion that the
gods take care of the big things but ignore the little
things. Even the number of hairs on a man’s head
and the falling of an insignificant sparrow are included in his providence.
The Reformed confession of providence is equally
opposed to the false doctrines of both Deism and
chance.
Deism is the false doctrine that describes God’s
relationship to the world as similar to that between
a master craftsman and a watch that he made. If the
master craftsman is competent, he makes a watch
that can function without his intervention. The deists
were those in the history of the world who while they
spoke of God, the creator and Father, nevertheless
taught that God made the world so precisely that
the world runs on its own without—as they called
it—divine intervention. The deists were particularly
opposed to miracles, which they call super natural
interventions. According to the deist, the world is
a finely tuned and exquisitely fashioned piece of
craftsmanship, and it can run on its own.
Over against that idea the Reformed faith has
said that God controls everything as it were by his
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hands, so that his providence is not set of divine
laws, but the good government of God himself as
he is involved in every aspect of creation. There is
no such thing as divine intervention, for every event
is to be traced back to God. Over against the deist,
miracles are to be seen as the works of God’s grace
to perfect his creation according to his purpose in
Christ. There is strictly speaking no such thing as a
law of nature, but rather the orderly government of
the Triune God.
The Reformed faith in its confession of providence is equally opposed to the notion of chance,
fortune, or luck. It is this false doctrine that the Reformed creeds single out and reject emphatically. For
instance, the Heidelberg Catechism in Lord’s Day
10 says that “all things come not by chance, but by
his fatherly hand.” In the Belgic Confession article
14 the Reformed faith says that God who made
the world, “did not forsake the world to fortune or
chance,” and that same article says that we reject the
errors of the “Epicureans who say that God regards
nothing but leaves all things to chance.”
There is a massive resurgence of chance in
Reformed churches today through the wide-spread
acceptance of the evolutionary worldview. Nearly
all North American Reformed denominations fail to
discipline heretical teachers of evolution and tolerate it in their fellowships, if they have not become
wholly intolerant to the doctrine of creation. Evolution is not only an assault on creation and Genesis
1–3, but also an assault on providence and thus on
the doctrine of God. Evolution is a massive assault
on providence because creation and providence
are closely connected. God’s making of the world
and his rule of the world are so tightly tied together
that the denial of one necessarily denies the other.
Further, the espousal of evolution necessarily denies providence because it enthrones chance,
providence’s—and God’s—mortal enemy on the
throne of the universe. The evolutionary worldview
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cannot be reconciled with the Reformed worldview
of providence. It is at war with providence and the
God of providence.
Over against these errors in particular the Bible
teaches and the Reformed creeds insist that God’s
providence includes all things. There is nothing that
happens in the creation, on the earth, above the
earth, or beneath the earth, that happens without
his having decreed it, upheld it, and governed it.
We particularly include here the eternal destinies
of all men and God’s leading them to their destinies.
The Arminian doctrine that the salvation of human
beings is contingent upon the free will of the willing
sinner’s accepting God’s offer of salvation is a denial
of providence. By teaching that God is dependent on
the will of the sinner in salvation, Arminianism is a
blatant denial of God’s sovereignty over all things.
It places the eternal destinies of men in their own
hands, and thus takes them out of God’s hands.
Denying God’s sovereignty, Arminianism is the
mother of the gross heresy of open theism that was
begotten in the mind of the Arminian theologian
Clark Pinnock. Open theism teaches that God is
open to the inputs of man in his government of the
world. This heretical view is the underlying assumption in a popular and widely held view that prayer
changes God, which itself stands behind the idea
of prayer chains, so that humans suppose they are
heard by God for their much speaking, and not that
the fervent and effectual prayers even of one righteous man avail much. Consistently developing the
Arminian idea that man has a free will, open theism
teaches that God does not know the outcome of
choices that men make, and consequently that God
does not have a definite counsel for all things—especially not the salvation of sinners—but leaves many
things to the choices of men and adapts himself to
those choices. According to the open theist God is
not sovereign, omnipotent, and omniscient, knowing
even the heart of man and turning it wherever he
wills, but God exhibits a kind of omni-competence
to deal with every eventuality men’s choices present
to him. Especially is God open to changing his plans
according to prayers of men.
Over against this, the Reformed faith confesses
that as part of God’s counsel is God’s eternal appointment of all men to their eternal destinies, elect
and reprobate, according to his own will.
Now applying that truth especially to providence,
we also say that according to his decree God also
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deals with those men in this world and brings them
to those destines by all sorts means.
Here we address particularly the error of common grace that God in his dealings with men in the
world blesses the reprobate ungodly with a common
grace favor in this life that gives to them rain and
sunshine and earthly prosperity, restrains sin in their
hearts, mitigates the effect of the fall, and enables
fallen man to do much good.
Especially are we opposed to the teaching of
common grace that God gives to the reprobate
wicked the gospel preaching and expresses by
means of that preaching his desire to save them—the
well-meant gospel offer is the most offensive part of
common grace. It is a teaching that most have made
the touchstone of supposedly Reformed orthodoxy
and a denial of which earns one the name hyperCalvinist today. That teaching and with it the whole
teaching of common grace denies providence.
God’s dealings with men in his providence are
according to his decree, so that his favor rests upon
the elect and righteous all their days, and the curse of
God is in the house of the ungodly, so that he gives
all that he gives to them in his wrath toward them
and for the purpose of their damnation.
This is the teaching of the Reformed faith in all
the creeds, which teaches that God’s grace is particular. His favor rests on his people all their days
and there is no peace to the wicked. No one has yet
given any creedal proof for common grace.
That is because teaching the particular grace
of God to the elect, the creeds teach scripture, and
scripture teaches no common grace and especially
no well-meant gospel offer. In Psalm 73 with regard
to plagued saints, the believer confesses that God is
good to Israel and only to Israel, and with regard to
the prosperous wicked he confesses that by means
of that prosperity God is not blessing the wicked, but
sets them up in slippery places for the purpose of
casting them down to destruction. That psalm also
gives the devastating practical effect of teaching that
God blesses the wicked with their earthly prosperity,
which is the inescapable, intolerable, and despairinducing conclusion that then he curses the righteous
in his calamity.
This is also what the wise man of Proverbs taught
his son in Proverbs 3:33 when he taught him that the
curse of God is in the house of the wicked, so that in
giving him that house God curses the wicked, but that
his blessing is upon the righteous. The wise man also
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gives the practical reason for the insistence that God
does not bless the wicked: so that the believer does
not envy the wicked and his prosperity and imitate
his wicked ways, but receives whatever God sends
him in his life, enjoying the good with thanksgiving
and enduring the adversity with patience. Common
grace, denying God’s particularly gracious dealings
with his people alone, brings with it not only despair
but also worldliness.
God’s providence, while it is over all, is never
general in the sense that he governs favorably
toward all or sends to all in his favor rain and sunshine, but his providence must also be viewed from
his purpose in Christ and his particular favor toward
his elect people in Christ, and thus also his purpose
toward the reprobate whom he hates. Psalm 145:20:
“The Lord preserveth all them that love him: but all
the wicked will he destroy.”

Here as well the Reformed faith in its insistence
that God is sovereign over all insists especially that
God is sovereign in his providence over evil. Indeed,
it may be said that this is a specific emphasis of the
Reformed confession of providence. We are not
interested in a theodicy. Theodicy is God’s work.
He will defend himself and the justice of all that he
has done in the day of the revelation of his wrath
and of the judgment of all men. He will so justify
himself that every knee will bow, whether willingly
or not, and will confess that Christ is Lord. We are
interested in explaining in light of scripture and the
Reformed creeds the Reformed confession that God
is sovereign over evil. To that we turn next time. H
Rev. Langerak is pastor of Crete Protestant Reformed
Church in Crete, Illinois.

Church News
baptisms

“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that
fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s children.” Psalm 103:17
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Bristol Joy, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jared & Stacy Hekstra—Byron Center, MI
Jenna Grace, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Dave & Paige Haan—Calvary, IA
Raeya Elaine, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Darrin & Ashley Brummel—Calvary, IA
Liam Jack, son of Mr. & Mrs. Tyler & Jennifer De Jong—Crete, IL
Joelle Faith, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joel & Deb Smits—Crete, IL
Jorja Rae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joel & Nikki Zandstra—Crete, IL
Owen Wayne, son of Mr. & Mrs. Matt & Chelsey VanBeek—Doon, IA
Emma Nicole, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Rose Ferguson—Edmonton,
CAN
Evelin Bea, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Tim & Annette Kuiper—Faith, MI
Ezekiel Joseph, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jon & Grace Kooiman—Georgetown, MI
Thatcher Gregory, son of Mr. & Mrs. Heath & Jodi Jurgens—Georgetown, MI
Calvin Justus, son of Mr. & Mrs. Russ & Lisa Potjer—Georgetown, MI
Morgan Thys, son of Mr. & Mrs. Tom & Shauna Spriensma—Georgetown, MI
Titus Aaron, son of Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Emily Miersma—Grace, MI
Paige Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Brad & Sara Schipper—Hope, MI
Ezra Nathaniel, son of Mr. & Mrs. Nathan & Lora Maassen—Hull, IA
Lael Hope, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Dan & Kathy Poppema—Hull, IA
Megan Jo, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Peter & Christiana Westra—Hull, IA
Sylvia Marie, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Nicole VanBaren—Loveland, CO
Willa Jane, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Nathan & Sarah Holstege—Loveland, CO
Lillian Marie, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Frank & Marisa Tolsma—Loveland, CO
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Melinda Bleyenberg
Willem Robert, son of Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Beth Vermeer—Peace, IL
Clayton Knox, son of Mr. & Mrs. Joshua & Rachel Feenstra—Redlands, CA
Mason James, son of Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Kristin Jabaay—Southwest, MI
Lucas Jeffrey, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey & Roseanne DeVries—Southwest, MI

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH

“In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
Proverbs 3:6
Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ was made by:
Jessica Klamer—Byron Center, MI
Taylor Dommisse—Byron Center, MI
Tyler Van Engen—Calvary, IA
Jordan VanMaanen—Calvary, IA
Tim Warntjes—Calvary, IA
George Kamps—Crete, IL
Levi Smits—Crete, IL
Kathleen De Jong—Peace, IL
Jenna Bauer—Peace, IL
Kristina Kooy—Peace, IL

MARRIAGES

“For this God is our God forever and ever: he will be our guide even unto
death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. David Wassink and Miss Alexa Engelsma—Georgetown, MI
Mr. Jared Huisken and Miss Heather Emmert—Georgetown, MI
Mr. Jonathan Vermeer and Miss Katelyn Jessup—Hope, MI
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Tricia Mingerink

“LITTLE LIGHTS”

The Littlest Sheep
One dark, rainy day, the littlest sheep fell
amongst some rocks and broke his leg. He wailed
for the shepherd. The shepherd gently picked him
up from the rocks. He carried the littlest sheep back
to the stable and laid him on a bed of straw. There,
he tenderly bound the littlest sheep’s leg.
The littlest sheep cried. He didn’t understand why
the shepherd didn’t heal him and take all his pain
away. With this broken leg, he wouldn’t be able to
run around with the other sheep. He would be stuck
in the stable until he was healed.
The shepherd didn’t heal him, but the littlest
sheep did not lack for anything. Each day, the
shepherd brought him bundles of green grass to eat
and a bucket of fresh water to drink. The shepherd
changed his bandage and made sure the straw of
his bed was always clean and comfortable. When
the littlest sheep cried at night in pain, the shepherd
held him in his arms and soothed him back to sleep.
Finally, the shepherd unwrapped the bandage
and declared the leg of the littlest sheep healed. The
littlest sheep leapt into the air and bounded over to
the rest of the sheep out in the pasture.

... let it shine !
But even as he played with the other sheep,
the littlest sheep never forgot the loving care he’d
received from the shepherd.

Questions

to think about :

1. Read Psalm 23 by yourself or with your parents.
What does it mean that we shall not want? Does
this mean that we will never have problems?
2. How does Jesus care for you?

Use

the scrambled letters to fill in the phrase in the boxes

below

(Hint: Psalm 23):

Tricia is a member of Byron Center Protestant Reformed
Church in Byron Center, Michigan.
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