








B E A C O S  L I G H T S  

O u r  Religious Customs 

These custon~s are  many. To \vhich a1.e i.epeatec1 - some elrery 
celebrate a thanksgiving clay is day, some every year. These cus- 
one of them. There a r e  many toms may change but then others 
others in our religious life. e take their place. If we do not have 
have the custom of \rorshipping Reformed ~.cligious customs \re 
togetller on the Lord's Day. the have othe1.s ~ r h i c h  a rc  not Reform- 
custom of praying a t  certain times ed. If we have no ~'eligious cus- 
-though we do nor c:*Il pr:lyer 3 t o n ~ s  we havc nevertheless irrelig- 
custom, the custonl'ol rt.iic?it?g the ious customs. Society is ~egulated 
Bible a t  certan set 1111c.3. Ot:r re- by its goocl customs. In general 
ligious life as  well as  our whole life we can immediately see the value 
has customs. Such is inevitable. of customs for society and for our 
Therefore the question is not. shall religious life. I t  tencls to malic 
we have set forms of religious a<- action smooth and regulated if 
tivity, customs'? The question is. there a r e  establishecl and recog- 
 hat is the value of our religious nized customs. 
customs? Is i i  detrimental to re- Maybe so1lle of 11s have often 
ligious life to breali some of them? asked ho~\-  certain of our religious 

A custom is a n  habitual or usual customs arose: hou. they have be- 
couvse of action. \Vc all have cus- come the set action for us as Chris- 
toms just as 11-e all have habits. t ians? Alid is there value in them 
\\re may distinguish habits and cus- a s  such? Are they neiessary to  
toms. X habit may sometinles be serve God? Or, call they be dis- 
tlel'ined for purposes of clistinction cal'decl at \ . \ , i l l  by an individual? 
a s  the disposition 01. teaclency due Ours a re  certainly not conmlanc1e:l 
to  repetition. -4 custom is defined a s  \\-ere the ceremonies of the Old 
a s  the fact of repetition rather Dispensatiou. I t  seems to me that 
tlian the tendency to repetition. all ire can say about oat. 1-eligio11.s 
\\'ithout a doubt human nature has custonls, our old recognized cus- 
the tendency and disposition to re- toms is that  they haye arisen from 
peat its action. I t  is natural to the desire and \\-ill to serve and to 
havc habits. We either have good seek God. The New Testament 
habits or'our habits a r e  bad. There doesn't lay dotvn any outward re- 
is not the alternative of no habits. gulations for our Christian liv- 
ln  that  same sense \re have as  re- ing. Yet \re Itnow that it mas in- 
ligious people actions of worship evitable that the true people of 
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God repeated their actions of ser- 
vice of God and their earnest tle- 
sires to seek the God of their sal- 
vation in His word caused them 
to  have the custom of gathering 
together on the Lord's Day. Jesus 
IIimself hacl the,ct~stom to clo cer- 
tain things. As nras His ~vont  IIe 
went to the synagogue: I-Iis perfect 
love of the Father was the motive 
fo r  His very repeated action to 
seek solitude in prayer. 

Upon the word of Paul \Ire call 
say  that  our customs as such have 
no spiritual value; they do not 
merit and give benefit in the es- 
ercise of them as such. Pax1 
writes to the Galatians about thr; 
ceremonies, the weak ancl beggarly 
elements, \ivhich were of the Old 
Dispensation : 4 : 10,11, "Ye observe 
days, and months, and times. and 
years. I am afraid of you lest T 
have besto\ved labor up011 you in 
vain." I t  is evident that  Paul re- 
fers here only to the exercise of 
these customs as  such and as they 
were considered necessary for spir- 
itual benefits. To say that cus- 
toms have no value is a wrong con- 
clusion. \Ye still maintain that they 
have value as  instruments for ex- 
pressing ourselves. And there is 
a certain natural connection be- 
tween the spiritual life and thc 
customs that are  forn~ecl to givc 
expression to that  life. -4 river 
seeks its own bed and follo\vs a 
natural course. Therefore when 

someone desires to break oilr cus- 
toms we frown and see a definite 
evitlence of lack of spirituality. 
Tl%en the spiritual life that  seeks 
God is there i t  seeks the best ways 
to serve God and folio\\- those cu:- 
toms to enjoy spiritual life with 
God. If there isn't that spiritual 
life the customs become repulsive 
and a burden. and are  thrown off 
a t  the earliest convenience. The 
breaking of established and recog- 
nized customs is a strong sign 
of loss of spiritual life. Circum- 
stances nlay change our customs. 
Our soldiers cannot serve God in 
the customs as they a re  a t  home. 

Is there a danger in this present 
life of change? There is. And c-e 
can all realize that for those wrh9 
are not children of God these times 
afford an  opportunity to cast off 
the old yoke. When the boys re- 
t1ii.n again many ivill have lost 
the old habits and customs. It 
will be a different church life. That 
does not mean that those t rue  to 
Cod will not naturally seek to 
serve God in the best and triecl 
ways. They shall. I-lo~ve\-er. then. 
when many do differently, the prac- 
tice of customs becomes a part of 
our confession. As our custom of 
prayer a t  meal time becomes :a 
confession when we a re  in public. 
so urill our  hole life of religious 
customs become a confession to the 
~vorld of our inner walk and spir- 
itual life. L. D. 



Thanksgiving Day 
B y  JIISS ID-% KORT - Redlands. California 

Aillother year has passecl and we 
will again celebrate Thanksgiring 
day. In many homes you n-ill find :\ 

vacant place when the family ya:h- 
ers for their Thanksgiving clay 
meal. Sons. brothers, and hus- 
bands cannot be present. They arc 
fa r  from home. some in one of the 
many camps of our country, a1111 
others son~e~vhere across the ocean 
on far-flung battle fronts, o r  on 
~varships. In a feu- homes they 
have received word that  a be1ove:l 
son or brother shall never return 
home again. 

So much has happened this past 
year, are  we ready to give thanks 
unto our God? \Ire know that n 
terrible war is raging - but n-c 
have every thing we can wish for 
as far  as earthly things are con- 
cerned \Ire have our homes. plenty 
of food, clothing, rno1.e than that 

- we live in luxul.y. \\'e nre sti!l 
given the freedom to worship our 
God: a pi~ivilege many people in 
foreign countries do not have. 

The \vorld u-ill also celebrate 
Thanksgiving day. In sonle homes 
you ~vill find anxiety and grief, 
but they try to forget, and they say 
when this is all over we will have 
a better world to live in, and they 
go on having a good time in this 
pleasure nlad world. 

"But we kno\v that all things 
work together for good to them 
that love God," whatever happens. 
Should not our hearts be full of 
thanksgiving to our heavenly Fa- 
ther for the many blessings He 
besto~vs on us? That God has giv- 
en us Christian parents: that they 
have given u s  a Christian educa- 
;ion, and above all that  c-e as  
young people confess TIis name 
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and live according to our calling 
-are included among the things 
for  \vhich we are  thankful. There- 
fore let us as young people of th? 
Church attend Bible class 01' anv 

- of our church activities ti7hich \\-ill 
be of spiritual benefit unto us. 

Frequently Ke hear from boys 
i n  the service who cannot worship 
a s  before. who now admit that 
they miss the communion and fel- 
lowshil, in  the study of God's word. 
Therefore let us put forth every 
effort to labor and live according 
to  our calling. 

In Habakkuk \ve read: "Al- 
though the f ig  tree shall not blos- 
som, neither fruit be on the vines : 

the labor of the olives shall fail. 
ant1 the fields shall yield no meat: 
the flock shall be cut from the 
foltl, ancl there shall be no herd ill 

the stall : Yet I will rejoice in " 
the Lord, I \\-ill joy in the God 
of my salvation." 

If we have that  faith in Christ 
J;?sus oul. hearts \\.ill overflo:~ 
with thanksgiving unto our God. 

"IVl~at shall I render unto the 
Lolad for all His benefits to\valqd 
me? 1 will take the cup of Sal- 
vation and call upon the name of 
the Lord." 

"Oh give thanks unto the Lord: 
for His mercy endureth for ever." 

Thanksgiving 
Ey MISS HILDA liJBI,\I - Itedlands. California 

Soon Thanksgiving Day will I)e 
a t  hand again. The celebration of 
this clay dates back to oiu' Pilgrini 
Fathers. It was born through the 
esperiences of much hardship; 
cold, poor crops, and almost con- 
tinuous danger of Indians, followe:l 
by the blessing of an  abundanl 
crop. The people realized and ac- 
cepted this great crop as a gift 
f1.0111 God ancl decided to set aside 
a day in ~vhich to thapk God for. 

l l is  many blessings. Ever since. 
Thanksgiving Day has been kept 
f1'0111 year to  year. 

1Io\vever, today, Thanksgii-ing 
Day is spent by the great majority 
of people, in seeking their o\vq 
l~lcasiire and little thought is given 
to Cod as  the giver of all things. 
But the Christian and especially 
the Reformed Christian thinks dif- 
fcrently about it. I Ie has the deep 
conviction tha t  each day nmst be 
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Thanksgiving Day. He kno~vs that. 
according to God's Word, all things 
are blessings for them that 1 0 ~ 2  
God. for all things must work !o- 
gether for their good, even trials 
and tribulations. And knowing 
that from tlze MTorcl of Gocl. we 
must give God thanks for  all 
things. 

First of all it-e a re  thankful f o ~ .  
ou1. Christian parents, who teach 
us to fear God. \\re are thankful 
for food, drink. clothing. shelter. 
etc. But we are not only thank- 
ful for tlze things we would ca!l 
good and pleasant, but also for 
sickness. hardship, pain, and hun- 
ger. They also must be accepted 
as blessings for they all bring us 
closer to Him and that  really i s  
the only thing \vortlz while-to be 
near to God and to experience His 
love ans:l mercy. Then only can 
we have peace. But those bless- 
ings can not be obtained unless tv:: 
first have Christ because Christ 
is the channel through \\Thiclz all 
blessings flow. If we have ClzrisL, 
we have all things. In Christ ll:e 
have fol.giveness of sin on the  bas- 
is of IIis atoning work, a work 
that \ve were unable to do because 
through the fall of Adam we fe!l 
from a state of perfection to a 
state of total depravity. \Ire have 
lost the image of Gocl and there- 
with I-Jis favor and communion. 
l~istead of being just, we beccame 
unjust, illstead of righteous, un- 

righteous. Tlze result? Everlast- 
ing punishment! But i t  if-as Christ 
Who paid the penalty ancl  no\^ we 
are  again righteous in Ilini, by 
Grace. Wc a re  now justified be- 
fore Cod. Again we can enjoy 
His love and comtnu~zion and can 
never fall fro111 it. What a blew- 
ing! Shall we then not p1.aise Him 
and be thankful ! 

But there is more. In this life. 
sin still ~vol-ks in o u ~  hearts and 
causes many tears and sorrow and 
misery. Every night we must 
confess our sins ancl ask 'for for- 
giveness. But some day, when t~ 

are  in heaven, we shall be f ree  
from all o u ~ .  sin. The11 we sha!l 
know Cocl as  He is and shall serv*? 
Him in perfection. There v7e shall 
have perfect peace and happiness. 
forever. And the ungodly? They 
shall have no rest, no joy but ever- 
lasting sol-ro~v, pain, and misery. 
bearing the curse of Got1 eternally. 
Xnd we, although no better than 
they, and also deserving the same 
punishment, are saved from it by 
grace through the atoning blood 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Seei~lg 
what Christ has done for us, our 
hearts a re  filled with love and hap- 
piness. We fail to find words to 
express the over\vhelming jog and 
na t i tude  ~vitlz which our hearts 
21-e filled ancl so- we speak the  
sinll~le words, "Our heavenly Fa- 
ther. we thank thee!" That is 
thanksgiving ! 
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Book Review 
Cy MRS. L. DOEXEhlX 

Rellfloner, California 

S)~lrtll Set.fs ill .4)11~?.icn 
by Elmer T. Clal-k. 

This book is the lSesult of a 
lengthy and extensive investiga- 
tion covering a period of fiftee:~ 
years. in vrhich the author studied 
the official literature and doctrinal 
pronouncements of the sects about 
which he writes. and even pair1 
personal visits to the headquarters 
of some of these religious bodies. 
The book reveals n rather thorough 
studj- of the subject. 

The author does no1 give a clc- 
finition of a sect, but it is evident 
from his treatment of the subject 
that  man). small organized dciio~n- 
illations a re  classed a s  sects and 
although the Protestant 1:efolmerl 
Cliul-ches are  -not discussed in this 
work. I ~vould not be surprised 
if he hncl found our tlel~omin:ltioi~, 
\vc too would have a paragrap!? 
in his book. In my opinion, man?' 
of thesc churches he w1.i tes about 
a re  not sects a t  all. many of them 
\ve also ~\.ould consider sects. 

The book outlines tlie sects i n  
n  athe her new way, cliscussing then] 

under the follo\ving heads : Pessi- 
niistic Sects. Perfectionistic Sects. 
Charismatic Sects. Communistic 
Sects, alicl Legalistic Sects. Many 
of the sects the author mentions 
are  almost unkno\vn, partly be- 
c:~use of their small size. often be- 
cause of their extreme peculiarity, 
01. because of the race of the ad- 
licl.ents. If some of the teachings 
\Yere not so sadly wrong and mis- 
guided, they ~vould be ludicrous. 
The names of some of the sects tell 
their o\vn story: The Apostolic. 
Overcoming Holy Church of God, 
Two Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestin- 
arian Baptists, United Zion's Chil- 
cl~.en, Yorker Brethren. Church nf 
Cod and Saints of Christ. Church 
of Dailiel's E;lncl. Pillar of Fire. 
I>~.ee Christi;~n Zion Chu~.cli of 
C111.ist. I-Iutterian Brethren. Old 
01.ecl Amish. House of Prayer. Or- 
(lei. Amish, frouse of Prayer. 
Church Triumphant. The esist- 
enre of many sects would be sur-  
pl'ising infomation to many people, 
cspecinlly to those living in the 
c%astern part of our country. I-Ie1.c 
i ~ i  the \vest man>- of the re l ig io~~s  
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groups mentioned by Clark are  no! 
quite so strange, ancl just by scan- 
ning the religious page of our Sat- 
urday evening paper n-c coulcl per- 
haps add a feu. names to his list 
rvhich a re  just as strange. One 
finds many more fanatical relig- 
ious groups in the South and in 
the \Vest itllan in the Northern anrl 
Eastern p a r k  of the Enited States. 

Lest you obtain the impression 
that  only the obscure sects a re  
mentioned-here a r e  some others 
that are rather freely and length- 
ily discussed : The 3Iennonites. the 
S~ventli-Day Aclventists, Advent- 
ists, Four-Square Church, Father 
Divine's Peace Mission. and others. 

The author tells a lilttle about 
the origin of each group. gives 
statistics about size and money 
used for the maintainance ant\ 
worlc. goes into considerable detail 
ill rliscussing the doctrine and cus- 
toms of each group, and if there 
is one outstanding leader or founcl- 
el he characterizes that  pel-son. 

This book is not the type of 
work a person \\-ould choose to pick 
up and read through a t  once, but 
i t  is a book to have around to reacl 
in occasionallj-. For  any society 
member to own it n-oulcl be a 
worth~\rhile book and ~vould give 
much information necessary for  
Bible discussion or  for essays for 
after-recess program. I t  \vould bz 
considered a fortunate choice for 
some church library. 

Naturally the author's ideas are 
brought out, even in a book of this  
sort. One does not have to read 
f a r  into the book to find that  thz 
author's irleas about insp;lVation of 
the Bible a r e  f a r  from correct. 
The author can pe~.haps be classed 
a s  a higher critic: a t  least he is 
a modernist. I n  the last para- 
graph of his book, the author says: 
"Total clep~.avib- is in conflict with 
very fundamentals of modern ed- 
ucational theory, but it is the first 
principle of most sects. In  cur- 
riculum builtling the sects defy 
everything that  modern religious 
education teaches. Still the sects 
average \yell with their competitors 
in \\-inning and holding the people. 
Such facts challenge the ivorlliers 
in the fielac1 of religious eclucation 
to inquire whether, after all, the 
moclern developments are  really a s  
efficient as  they a re  clain~ecl to be, 
and ~\.hether the sects do not pos- 
sess elements of value \vhich others 
have omitted ant1 might well in- 
corporate." 

C O V E R  

The picture on the front cover is a 
scene i n  Redlands. California, taken 1:- 
hliss H. Schipper. Since Redla~lds was 
left \vithout a shepherd just while our 
California Issue was in the making. Niss 
Schipper took over as far as Beacon 
Lights was concerned and gave us her 
full cooperatio~~. Ed. 
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By JIISS HARRIET SCHIPPER - Redlands, California 

For a civilian there a re  many see the foothills in the distsnce. 
interesting things about a town lo- 01-ange groves on the hillsides. tho 
cated near a large a i r  field and even rows of trees seemingly cling 
troop training area. There arc to the side of the mountain, tall 
three  roads leading to San Ber- 1~iln1.s look small against the back- 
nardino from Redlands, the scen- gl.0~11~1 of the towering mountail1 

- ery is never monotonous. Along range which stretches as  f a r  a s  
one road there are orange groves eye call see to the right and left. 
on both sides, branches of the Tulliing left we pass the Sail 
trees hang over the curbs. Right Uel.narclino Army Air Depot which 
now the fruit is green and cannot stretches for  miles along Third 
be picked until Christmas-time. Street. Olive drab buildings 1101'. 

Another roacl takes us along a stand where only a year ago wers 
large olive grove but the (11.ive dairy farms. Outside of one builcl- 
do\irll Orange Street to the point i n g  is a line of soldiers waiting 
where the road is cut between t r ~ o  for the door of the mess hall to  
high banks, a sudden drop into the OIJen. In a field we see a group 
Santa Ana river bed, called "the of soldiers playing ball. a little 
~vash,"  is the most interesting. \\re farther are several going through 
have just left an orange grove be- di.ill practice or  calisthenics. Along- 
hind us and now the broad es- side the road may be seen so1diel.s 
panse of the valley comes into n'aiting for a ride, army buses, . 
vie\v, before us lies a desert. The often driven by women, niessen- 
ri\-er becl a t  this time of the yeale gers on scooter-bikes, now and 
is dry and the uneven ground is then a lITac in khaki or  :I \TTarc! 
covered with \\-hat were ~vild flo\v- in a blue or  white uniform and 
ers  in the spring but now are ~ ~ o l i c e  women. 
clusters of dry sticks with drictl A sign posted near one gate 
blosson~s still clinging to theni. states "CRASH TRUCKS ONLY." 
Cacti is plentiful, their fan-shaped A truck piled high with rumpled 
prickly leaves punctuated with re(! psrts  of planes enters to unload ir? 
~ a c t l l j  apples. Little lizards dart the "boneyard :'I from it  parts will 
here and there among the rocks. be 1.eclain1ed and put back into 

Looking up across the valley n-e use. On a run-way is a plane 
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warming up, a little farther n-2 

see a pla11e tas i  into the wind an:d 
take off. 

On Redlands' streets boys c1a.l 
In khaki are  often seen as Camp 
Haan and March Field are  less 
than 20 miles away. Par t  of the 
University of Recllancls is now a 
training center for marines and 
sailors. Almost every Sunday ther.2 
a re  one or more soldiers in oul* 
Piotestant Reformed church led 
hither to \\-orship ivith 11s from a 
neighboring camp or desert train- 
ing center. 

Some \ye recognize as boys from 
OLII- Fuller Avenue congregation in 
Grand Rapids. Roosevelt Park an? 
C1.eston congregations have been 
represented. 

One Sabbath. not long ago, 0110 

of OLII' boys from Hollancl, Michi- 
gan had compassion on a "buddy." 
2 homesick youth, barely nineteen 
;\-ears old. He  was Irish and a 
Catholic. 

Mike, for this is his ~l icknan~e 
for Michael Patrick-immediately 
felt a t  ease in the environment f)f 
one of our Protestant Iteformed 
homes. How the boys relish sa- 
Tory home-cooked meals, (like 
mother used to ser-ve), a cozy liv- 
ing room, the happy chat of a fam- 
ily circle! 

And 0,  how our boys enjoy the 
family altar consisting of prayer. 
bible reading, a discourse concern- 
Ing our soul life, a good old fash- 

I 
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ioned T'salter or  hymn sing around 
the piano. It brings back a taste 
of theil. o\vn "home. sweet hon~e." 

IIoweve~., Mike nras not accus- 
tonled to this. Instead it was for- 
eign to him. At length. he too, 
at first reluctantly and timidly, 
began to discuss spiritual things. 
Being a Catholic he argued, keep- 
ing Rome's vien-s ancl doctrines 
in mind. That evening he attend- 
ed church and before leaving he  
said: "Now I have something to 
11-1.ite home about, what will m y  
n-other say nrhen I tell her I've 
been to church !" No\\' he is on the 
ocean bound for someivhere "over 
there". The other received a n  hon- 
orable discharge: his path led him 
home to wife and tiny daughter. 

Then there was the boy who con- 
tacted Ilev. Vos as he was lone- 
some at  camp. I t  \\-as Christmas 
Day so the pastor \vent to the 
camp I ~ u t  \\-as unsuecensful in lo- 
cating him. Iletul-uing home he  
spoke of i t  to friends, they tried 
and mere sucessful, took llinl to 
visit in R e d l a ~ ~ d s  for an hour 01% 

two as  much of the clay had been 
spent before finding him. But that 
ivas not the end-the "Triends" 
who hati called for him a t  camp 
had been two young ladies, a last- 
ing friendship sprang up. That 
was over a year ago, 1101~ one of 
them is his wife. 

I-Iospitality is not wanting here 
in this sun-soaked land. The cli- 
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mate is ideal and Sunday after- calla lillies bloom. There are many 
noons during the month of Feb- different kinds of trees, pepper 
rual-lT n-e have enjoyed tea out of irces, eucalyptus. acacia and sycn- 
doors on the patio. Just  two nights mol.es are a few of them. But 11-e 
last winter the temperature drop- miss the wide-spreading maple, the 
pea so lotv that it became neces- tall elm and sturdy oak trees of 
sary to light the smudge-pots to the East. 
keep the oranges from freezing. 
It was a beautiful sight, smutlg?- 
pots all aglow in an  even row- 
one beside each tree. The nest 
morning hen-ever. a curtain of 
black smolce hung over the sur- 
rounding country. I t  was oily too 
and seel~ed into the houses even 
though \rindo\vs were closed. I t  
was noon before we saw the sun. 
Because there is very little \vincl in 
this valley it took-a long tinie fo r  
the smolce to clear. 

Besides being a land of sunshine 
California is a land of flowers. 
Roses bloom the year around. At 
Christmas-time we have poinset- 
tias, they are  to be found in al- 
most every yard. ,At Easter the 

A grove of \valnut trees is  a 
pretty sight, persinlmons are  b?- 
ginning to ripen, before the fruit  
is fully ripe all of the leaves fall 
from the tree leaving only the 
bright red-orange fruit hanging 
on a tree bare of leaves. 

Fig trees do not blossom bu: 
pomeg~.anates do. they have a pret- 
ty bell-shaped flower. 

Loolcing a t  this beautiful crea- 
tion we aye reminded of ho\v great 
Cod i s  and how weak and frail 
man is. Here ire can lift u p  our 
eyes unto the hills from \\?hence 
cometh our help. Our help is 
from God who made heaven and 
earth. 

I love to stand in my cottage doonvay and watch the day fade 
away into night 

1 lore to see the snowT-capped mou~~tains as the sun sheds its 
last rays of light. 

No artist could paint such a picture, no poet could tell of its 
worth, 

For it is God \vho paints this picture, the Maker of heaven and 
earth, 

The God who loves His people and His lore i s  eyer the same, 
The King \vho rules the universe;-Praise be to His glorious 

name. 
Mrs. Gertrude Braaksma. 
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The Reading of Holy Scriptures 

In the present day in which we 
are  living, more than ever before. 
we need the Scriptures. I don't 
mean to imply that  we didn't need 
i t  before, but the present day trials 
bring us to the realization that 
this earthly tabernacle is falling 
&way, and the day when Christ 
shall come again to judge the quick 
and the dead is near a t  hand. A 
Christian Will find much comfort 
in reading Cod's \vord and will 
look f o ~  the Fcesurrection Day. 
while the world will clevclop in 
science thru  the problems ~ v h i c : ~  
this war bring and think it is 
groiving bigger and better. 

Truth is to be sought for in the 
Holy Scripture, not eloc[uence. 1I7z 
know it to be the only truth writ- 
ten by men inspil-ed by God. \Irhat 
do \r-e as siilful creatures so oftell 
do when we sit d o ~ n  and read the 
Bible, or \\-hen we hear the \T7orc1? 
I thinli many times our mincls 
wander off to some happening in 
the past week, or our work. or 
whatever it mas- be. Many times 
a so called "Interesting Book" will 
hold our attention for  hours. Let 
us fight these temptations and t ry  
to educate ourselves spiritually and 
to benefit ourselves through the 
holy word. 

\lTe may also remember that  

get out of 0111. societies and Bible 
Class just as much as  we put in 
them. \Ire take u p  R commercial 
course to adv:~nce i l l  our ~vork,  
but are too busy to  thorougl~ly 
studs- and understand our Bible 
Class. Inquire v-illingly and hear 
with silence the \\-ords of Iloly men. 
Xomans 1.5 vs. -1, ''FoI- whatsoe\-el' 
things were written aforetime, 
\\-ere ~vr i t ten  for our learning. 
that  we t h ~ o u g h  patience and com- 
fort  might have hope." 

God's 11-ay is altvays best, and 
although many of us do not un- 
derstand EIis purpose, Christiai~s 
\\-ill be dra\vn closer to the \!-ortl 
and love it. God spealrs to us in  
strange ways, n.ithot~t respect of 
persons. 

Give that 11-e may earnestly de- 
sire and seek the  lIoly Scriptures, 
for heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but the word of our God 
shall stand forevel-. 



BY 

Mr. T. FEEXSTRA 

Iiedlands. Calif. 

A Reformatic 
111 the fall of 1932 on a Sunday 

monling the bulletin stated that  
services were being arranged. In- 
steacl of IIolland in the morning 
and English in the evening we 
\vould have English morning and 
evening and Hollancl in the after- 
noon. This was in the Christian 
Eefol-med Church of Redlands and 
Rev. Schans was our bastor. 

Out of over a hundrecl families 
about forty were dissatisfied ~v i th  
this ~irrangement, Ive formed a 
group and met a t  the home of one 
of the members to discuss rnatte1.s. 

A little later the time of services 
was changed again and i t  was an- 
nounced that  the IIollancl service 
11-oulcl begin a t  9 A. 31. Imnled- 
iately after a t  10 :30 there ivoulcl 
be an English service. 

Resicle being dissatisfied \\-it11 
the way the time of services was 
being changed we did not like thc. 
way sernlons were delirel-ed. The 
pastor made of the "preekstoel eea 
steeltstoel" when he preached a 
sermon on ICol-ah. Dathan and A- 
bi~qam and likened our group to 
them. \\:e protested against such 
preaching and this action was fol- 
loivcd by a letter sent to each of 
us. The letter stated that  n-e were 
bar~.ed from partaking of Com- 
munion. On the evening of the day 
the letters were rece i~ed  by us, 
a consistory meeting n-as held a t  
which they decided to place us un- 
cles the first step of censure. Again 
we received a letter informing us 
of this action. A third letter ask- 
ed us  to appear individually before 
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Protestant Reformed 

School 

In in Redlands 
the consistory. There we were 
told we had been placed under cen- 
sure because of organized rebellion. 

The matter was taken to Clas- 
sis \\-hich niet a t  the Christian Re- 
fo~srned Church in Los Xngeles. 
There they decided to send a corn- 
inittee of tlvo ministers to Red- 
lands to investigate the case. In- 
stead of conducting an  investiga. 
ti011 they called on our families 
and insisted the consistory \vas 
right, ire \Yere wrong and must 
repent. 

The next Sunday we as  a group 
resigned and our names were list- 
ed on the bulletin to that  effect 
l ~ u t  ~ v e  ivel-e refused our membels- 
ship papers. 

Now ive r e l e  cut off from all 
church con~ectione and our next 

step \\"as to meet in  one of the 
homes to decide what vie should 
do. 

First ~ v c  discussed the proposi- 
tion of joining the Reformed 
c11 urch. That proposit ion \\-as re- 
jected, it would be like jumping 
from the i'lsying pan into the fire. 
Someone spoke up and said he hat1 
heard of a Rev. Hoeksema in 
Grand Rapids. Michigan. 1Ie knen? 
very little about him but Ive voted 
to write and inquire, also to ask 
him to come aricl preach for us. 

111 a short time Rev. Hoeksema 
was in our n~idst ,  we met in T. 

Seventh Day Adventist church, and 
heard a sermon on Isaiah 30:1. 
"Tlie Lord God hath given me the 
tongue of tlie learned, that 1 should 
know h o ~  to speak a ~ o r d  in seas- 



on to him that is weary." 
A timely sermon indeed. Re\. 

Hoeksema started with the words 
"Als ge in nood gezeten geen uit- 
komst ziet. wil clan nooit vergetell, 
Got1 verlaat u niet." We certainly 
were in need, it was a ivor(1 in 
season. In a11 the years we ha4 
attended the Christian Refo~.mctl 
church we had never heard such 
a semmon! IVe had lost confidence 
in o u ~ .  church leaders ancl when 
the text was announced the thought 
arose in our minds-"now Reil. 
Hoeksema. is going to tell us that  
he possesses the tongue of the 
learned." 

One of his first statements put  
our minds a t  ease \\hen he said 
"The Lol-d Cod hath gi\-en me the 
tongue of the leal-ned and that 
learned tongue is the Christ o f  
God." 

A11 through the sermon Christ 
\\-as the center and theme. 1Ic 
emphasized that God is Cocl alirl 
the ~vorcls fell on oui- minds as 
water on a thirsty land. We re- 
turned home gladdened and spiia- 
itually strengthened. thankful to 
God that  out of evil He had willccl 
that goocl should come. 

\Ire dicl not leave the Christian 
Refor.mec1 church for principle's 
sake for we did not realize tlwt 
God is Gocl in the sense we non- do. 
having I~een educated in the Re- 
formed truths since then. 

L I G H T S  

and called Rev. Vos, located in 
Huclsonville. illichigan. C:od sent 
him to us and for  eleven years he  
was our  pastor. I11 his fourth 
yea]. at Redlands a new church 
was built. The following year we 
a:r[uired a parsonage and two 
years later Lye laid the foundation 
for thc first P~~otes tant  Refo~.nied 
school of ou~ .  denomination. Our 
school now has 48 pupils and the 
attendance of cllildren fronl our  
coiigregation is one hundred per- 
cent. 

Looking back over the years we 
call say with BIoses in Psalm 9') 
"Lord thou has been our divelling 
place in all generations." 

Not iong after \ve made a trio . 
- 18 - 
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Edgerton. JIinn. delight in rending thc Beacon Lights so 

October 12, 1913. fa r ,  so very f a r  from dear old 310111 and 

Dear Fcllo\\,s: Dad. It  son~eho\\~ brings back to yo:l 

This number of our  Beacon Lights is 

supposed to be a n  all California issue. 
And therefore I hear some of you fel- 
101t.s say: "What is  Vos doing here : 
He lives now in Edgerton. Jlinnesota!" 
M'ell, you \\-ill h a r e  to bear with me for 
this one time. I t  is true: I am no longer 

a Californian. but my 11 year s tay  there 
ant1 my very recent departure pronlptel 
the present editor t o  suggest that  I. 
nevertheless, write something f o r  this 
issue. So here goes. 

Let me begin by saying that for 
many days I have endeavoured to enter 
into the \\.orld in which you men a re  
n~o\.ing. but to a large estent  i t  is in 
~ a i n .  And I know that  you men under- 

stand me. How could \ve enter that  
world eren in our thoughts. I t  is st] 

horribly different from the peaceful life 
we have led and a re  still leading here 
in the States, Many of you will read 
these lines in far-away countries. Some 

of you will read this issue in between 
hellish battles where man tries to  
slaughter man. You wash away the 
pm\.der stains from hands and fares  
and once more breathe calmly. Others 

may even read these lines in f i rs t  aid 
stations behind the lines o r  in hospitals 
amitl the stench of putrifying flesh at?d 
the obnoxious odours of morphine and 

familiar scenes never to  be forgottell 
and d~lightful ly ren~c~~nbered.  

l ien!  our hearts are  with you. oil? 
prayers a re  ever f o r  your \\.elfare. \Irhen 
we think of some possible future day 
when you come marching home again, 
our hearts a re  orern-helnled, our eyes 
grow strangely dim; no. we are  not 

ashanled of the tears that someho\\. will 

come. You a re  part of us, a living part 

of us  i n  111or(. than m e  way. You are 
bone of our bone and flesh of our 

flesh. Shoultl our bdarts then not long 
for  you? You a re  part of the army 

and navy \vllicll defends our shores. J t  
hath pleased God to use you also f o r  

that  purpose. And whether you have 
the victory or  not: \ve shall he ever 

proud of o u r r  sons, our husbands. our 
friends that  went and fought f o r  the 
country of our birth o r  of our adoption. 
But, much more, you a re  part and par- 
cel of the church of the living God. 

One God nrc love. you and nre: One 
Saviour saved us by His precious Blood: 

One Spirit  groans within us \\.it11 groan- 

i n g ~  that  cannot be uttered. And there- 
fore I love to write this letter to 3!1 

of you. Because since God is your 
Father  and Christ your Saviour. I know 

that unutternblr peace is yours in t he  
midst of shot and shell: one promise 

chloroform. 1 can \\-ell believe that  you is given to you and to us Iwre a t  home. 
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I t  is this: T will bring you to your eve?- 
lasting home when the last soul is save:l 
and time ended. .And there shall be no 
n-ar any more. There 3-011 shall make 
heaven niusical forever in the song of 

JIoses and of the Lamb of God. Think 
on these things, men! And nlny the 
God of all coiilfort keep your hearts 
and nlinds in obedience to One \vho is 
infinitely greater than all kings an:{ 
princes. from Whom, through IVhonl and 

-- 

unto Whotii a re  all things: also this \\-a]- 
anti your poignant suffering. 

God be with you till we meet again. 
If not in the States, then a t  Jesus' feet. 
Till we meet fo r  the praises of Him who 
called us  from the darkness of sin to  

the Light of flis blessed Face! 

I am yours with kind thoughts and 

pl'ayers an your behalf. 

Rev. Gerrit  Vos. 

Oct. 5. 1943 

Dear Friends : 

While picture a fall of beautiful 
changing trees and cool weather in Grand 
Rapids. \ye here in Taft,  Calif. notice 
no change in the season a s  yet. In 
fact \ye a re  experiencing severe heat 
in the desert. But fortunately tnost of 
rhe holnrs and buildings in  G:irdner 
Field a r e  equipped with coolers which 
a re  still in use most of the day. In 
:he summer tinie the temperature reach- 
es  a high mark of 125 degrees. How- 
ever. the  winter weather is ideal and 
we a r e  hoping tha t  this will s t a r t  soon. 

Gardner Field is situated in  a valley 
surroundetl by mountains on the nort!~ 
and on the other sides by hills corerztl 
with oil wells. When one looks a t  t h ~  
barren waste places in the desert he 
\vould think the land to be useless. Yet 
Its worth is  remarkable because of the 
great  cluantities of oil i t  contains. The 

city of Taft  whose population is 18.000 
\\.as entirely built on the oil industry. 
Otheivise this locality has no attrxc- 
tion. 

Gardrrer Field is a basic training field 
for airplane pilots. and all military per- 

sont~el besides the cadets work to main- 
tain the planes and instruct the cadets. 
Most of the soldiers \vork a s  nlechanics 

on airplanes. 

I have been stationed a t  this field 
since my induction two years and three 
months ago, working a s  a draftsman all 
the while. .\Iy n-ork consists of draw- 
ing the plans for  additions to  buildings 
and also the reconstruction of buildings. 
I also design the necessary furni ture 

needed on the post. F o r  example some 
titlie ago I designed a confessional stand 
for  the Catholic chaplain. In addition 
t11 this work I also do the sun-eying I 

such a s  laying out runways and stak- 
ing out ne\v buildings. 
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T really enjoy my work because it  is 
the nearest type of work to my line 1 

could espect in the army. 
As f a r  a s  the christian's social life 

in the army is concerned I find very 
little if any a t  all. The entertainment 
offered in most cases i s  not f i t  fo r  a 

christian soldier. Even the squadron I 
am in has several parties which I cannot 
truthfully attend. They usually consist 
of wholesale drinking and dancing. Sum- 
ming it  all up a christian is very much 
alone in the a r n ~ y .  Holvever, now that  

1 am married and live away fro111 the 
post 1 am separated from nluch of this 

life. U'e are  able to  attend our Bel!- 
flower church every other Sunday. Rell- 
flower is about one hundred thirty five 
miles south of Gardner Fieltl. 

Hoping this will give you a picture 

of another U. S. point reached by the 
"Beacon Lights." 

I remain, 
Sincerely yours, 

Sgt. \$'m. Doezema. 

Tunisia. 

3Iay 25, 1943. 

Dear Friends: 

I have been neglecting my letter writ- 

ing lately, not only to  you but to  all. 
I have no real excuse. only that  we 

were kept pretty \veil on the move. \fre 
being . the only Armed Infantry with 
the  American forces here in Africa, were 
always in demand. and when opportunity 
did allow I just didn't seem to have the 

L I G H T S  
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desire to  write n-hatsoever. Now tha t  
the war is  over here in Africa. we a r e  
pe:lcefully enjoying a little rest, and I 
an1 slowly catching up on my letter writ- 
i ~ g .  

\Ye now expect to return into garri- 
son, possibly near some to\vn. I t  wi!l 
seen1 s~vell to be able to dress up and 
go to town again. There a re  parts 
in North Africa which have really beauti- 
ful cities: while others a re  merely Arab 

villages. If I had my camera here with 
me I coultl have had chances to take 
sonie really interesting sights, such a s  

Arabs plo\\?ing either with oxen or can:- 
els, also fields and hills covered \vit!l 
beautiful colored flo\vers. 

You asked in your last letter how long 
it takes f o ~ ,  the letters to reach ma. 
11-ell i t  takes about 30 days, but of 
course that  can be cut do\\-n in the future, 

for  we were n~os t ly  on the front. Other 

t h ~ n g s  a r e  considered Inore important 
than letters, so i t  takes a while before ;t 
catches up  to us, af ter  i t  lands on these 
shores. 

Still under conditions a s  rain and mud 
we  a re  well supplied, and they did all 
they could to satisfy the lnan such a s  
1'. S. rations and mail. 

After  six months of I\*&.. through dan- 
ger  and \\.hat not, 1 have hat1 but oEe 
comfort in m y  heart and that  was God. 
H e  has given me peace a t  heart \vhen 

times looketl worse for  me. 

I know t h i ~ t  He guides all shells that 

burst and bullets that  \vhistle through 
the air, none shall fall unless it is  His 

will. He and He alone has spared m e  
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through this campaign and what is  in 
store fo r  me now is also in His hand, 
no matter what it may be, I an1 in His 
care. 

Many were the times He eased nly 
mind. and gave me courage to go  aheail. 

Well. I'll close for  now. hoping to see 
all of you soon again. So I'll say 
cherrio and God bless you. 

I remain, 
Your Frientl. 

Sgt. John Iiimm. 

Sept. 5, 1913 

83rd. Inf. Training En. 
Camp Roberts. Calif. 

t Dear. . . . )  

I t  is Sunday morning, I just had 

breakfast. We had hot cakes and they 
were pretty good but a s  usual it is 21 

dry Sunday. I intend to go  to church 
this nlorning but i t  does not s ta r t  until 

11 I..\I. and now i t  is 8:30 so 1 decid,-tl 
to s tar t  the week off by writing a letter 
because that is really my biggest enjoy- 

niant in the army. I am glad we don't 
work on s i n d a y  anyway. that  makes it  
feel a little bit like Sunday. alth~~i~llall 

it is not like the dear old Sundays ill 

liedlands. 1 really miss hearing Rev. 
1'0s preach and haring the good old 
Sunday dinl~er  a t  home with the gang. 
Jcst  put me in Redlands any old time! 
Rut it  is the Lortl's \\,ill that  I nlust bc 
here and whatever He does is good XI- 
though sometimes i t  is  hard to under- 
stand. Yet we can alu-ays go  to Hiill 

and find the co~llfort t h a t  some day 
this old w-orld of sin and darkness \rill 
pass away and xx-e can look forward to 
the time when we and our loved ones 
will be united, not only for  a time but 
for eternity and I aril really thankful 
that I may know that  God is my refuge 
ant1 strength. That  H e  \\-ill guide and 
direct me in all c i rc~u~istances of life. 

The first day of our training wasn't 
bad a t  all. This morning we stood in 
formation in front of Major General ' 

Arth. He gave us a speech but before 
he  started the chaplain of our  battalion 
offered a u-ord of prayer which was  very 
nice. About 1100 Illen had arrived the 
keek  before, all s tar t ing their training 

with us. After  a while we all marched 

in columns of twos on the big parade 
grounds while the band played. I t  was 
a beautiful sight. all in step and right 
01: the ball with our rifles on our shoul- 
t1c.r~. I u7ish you coultl have seen the 

whole thing. You \voitld have enjoyed 
it. 

The other day they took all of us  new 
fellolvs to see the parade on the  field, 

that finished our training here. Boy! 
it makes the tears come to your eyes 
when the band is  playing anti the huge 
bunches of men come marching in front 
of you with their rifles all a t  the same 

angle and in perfect step. They march- 
ed before all the high officers while the 
band played the national anthem. We 
all had to  stand a t  attention and salute. 
It  made the chills go  do\\-n our backs 
and I mean erery one. I t  \\.as beautiful. 

Pvt. Andre\\- Van Voorthuysen. 
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October 2. 1943 

Dear Geloved Christian Friends: 
I \\.as asked some time ago, by a 

friend to \$-rite a few lines to  the Beacon 
Lights. Being a member of the Protest- 
an t  Reformed Church I consider i t  ~llost 
tltrilling to comply with this request. 
First of all my reason for  not havin;: 
\\-l-itten any sooner is due to the fact 

we are  so busy supplying maps to the 
vital units of the Armed forces. 

We are stationed several blocks from 

the llonterey Bay, and inany sights are  
visible from \\-here our quarters are. 
Right no\\- I an1 sitting in the dark root11 

of our Camera truck and here's hoping 
1'11 not be interrupted by any one \vhi!e 
I'm trying a little visit with you. 

l1uc.h has happened since war was 
declared and our -Army has grown ver r  
much. BIillions of our men are across 
the seas. while others a r e  busily train- 

ing on this side. Already the battle 
of JIidtvay. and the battle of Ye\\- Guinea 
and the African catlipaign have been 
brought to  a victorious end. Behind 

our flag march the great  Anierican sol- 
diers fighting t o  presenve and bring 

liberty. To me the beautiful part of 
it all is God has heard and answered 
cur  pr:ryets and victories have been 

\\.on. 1 knov- sacrifices \\-ere made in 
defeating the enenly. In  the .Urican 
battle buddies of mine a re  sleeping on 
the soil. When I hear these reports 
that thcse precious lives have been lost, 
l h t n  I ,  too, can thank our Great Captain. 
our Lord who  ha^ so dearly protected 
111e. 

H:~\.ing I)een it1 the service for  some- 
time, we sotnetitnes disco\.er the enri- 
ronlnc~lt pretty bad. 1:ut the soldier 
living up to his e\.erlasting faith hasn't 
ally trouhli. a t  all. B'forc entering the 
service ant1 in the early part  of my in- 
fantry training I had already learned 
of the narrow path and a s  I go  along. 
comfo1.t hi1s been added to nly life. So 
often \\-her1 I'm busily training I think 
of those beautiful words of Matt. 2S:20, 
"-And, lo. I am with you al\vays even 

unto the entl of the \vorld." Ho\v true 
this is. 

On July 3rd of 1941  whet^ falling to 

the ground with Sun Stroke on the 
training aro:1 i t  was inlpossible for ine 

tu even speak but these words were on 
1ny lips-T,o, 1 a m  with >*ou al\\,nys-- 
and was that  ever a great promise to  

m y  lonely Iicart. So \cle nlust realize 
\.:herever we a re  fighting \\-e are  never 
alone one secontl. I'm sure our boys 
that a re  on the different fronts fight- 
ing hitterly h a w  been drawn near to  
God because nothing can separate then] 
from the love of Gotl i n  Christ. I 
f o r  one thank God for  faith and cour- 

age  and the unspcakable joy of heart and 

the Fcace that  passeth all understanding. 

I t  is time to close for no\\? and in 
behalf of n1y nelored wife and baby 
daughtn.. \lee a re  all ill the best of 
health. So\\. i ts goodby ant1 remember 
11-e miss all you friends a t ,  home more 
than you can fully realize. Nay God 

bless you. 

Your friend. 
Everett 1"ranken. 
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Life in the Army 
I(g Pfc. 1,OLTIS Kl KSTHA. 

The request canie to lne to write on 
a subject in the California issue df 

Eeacon Lights. I am not fro111 Califor- 
nia but ever since I hare  been in the 
arniy California has been the scene of 
m'y labors. Many Sundays \\*ere spent 
in Redlands and a few in Rellflower. I t  
was  difficult fo r  nxe t o  decide 011 a sub- 
ject to  write on, the above subject fi- 
nally occured to me so I will tell yo1 

about life in the army. 3Iy esperiences 
since being in the army are  about the 
easiest to  write on and I truly hope they 
will be of interest to all our Beacon 
Lights readers. 

Most of our boys who a r e  now in the 
service tvill agree with me f i rs t  of all 
that  IT? get  lonesome away frotn honlc. 
sweet home. our own church micl all our 
friends. I h a r e  never been away fro111 
home f o r  such a long time in all tny 
life and never before realized what  home 
meant until having been a\rVay f o r  :I 

while. Now that  i t  is 13 months since 
m y  departure 1'111 get t ing pretty \\-ell 
used to it. 'I'he worst part f o r  me \\+as 
the  basic training the f i rs t  3 months 
and getting used to arnly life in gen- 
eral. I t  \\,as so difficult those first 
months and the longing to return home 
%-as strong. After the first months 
were over I didn't mind i t  so n~uch. 

A year ago on September 8, fare\vells 
n e r e  said in Grand Rapids and we were 
bound for  Camp Grant, Illinois. We ar-  

rired there in a heavy down-pour. The 
nest few days were very- confusing, we 
were given aptitude tests. a couple of 
shots in the arnl and our army cloth- 
ing and some equipment \\-ere i s s u d  
tc 11s. Someho\v we got through all of 
this but 1 don't know how. The'follow- 
ing Friday on the 11th we were noti- 
fied that  we 11-ould leave Camp Grant 
that afternoon a t  -130. At noon I 

called ho~iie and told mother I \\-as leav- 
ing, that  my destination \\?as unkno~rti 
but I'd write a s  soon a s  I arrived. 
wherever that  might be. 

Upon boarding the train in canip I 
noticed right away that  i t  was a pull- 
man anci realized I had a long trip ahead 
of tne. In one \vay it \\.as a nice t r ip  
but in another \ray i t  was  different. 
None of us  knew \%-here we were going. 
Sonie said Florida, others Washington 
and still others said California. Yes. 
California! Whet1 the train stopped aii'l 
we were allo\ved to ge t  off we  were in 
C:mp Callan near San Diego. 'I'he camp 
:vas on the shore of the grea t  Pacific 
Ocean. A beautiful scene. a s  I noticed 
the nest  morning a f te r  the fog had 
cleared. I t  n-as the first time I had 
seen the Pacific. 

A t  Camp Callan I m-erlt through my 
basic training \vhicli lasted about ten 
weeks. It was hard. rugged training 
and I was glad \\.hen it  was over. After  
10 weeks most of the boys I had t r a i n 4  
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lvith were transferred to Camp Haan. 
California for  fur ther  training. A few 
of us remained behind another month, 
over Christmas and S e w  Year. Thelt 
~ v c  four were also transfermd to Camp 
Haan but with another outfit, only the 
boys I canie with \rere known to tile. 
In another month, hen-ever. I \\-as pretty 
~vcl l  acquainted and with sonie pretty 
sensible fello\vs. Our next move was 
to Camp 1r~- in  in the desert about 125 

nliles from Camp Haan. another ten 
weeks of training and of firing our 
h e a ! ~  anti aircraft guns and tilachine 
g u n s  a t  aerial targets. Then back to 
Camp Haan a week before Easter. 

While out in the desert I tnet Janie= 
Off'ringa and chumnled with him on our 

off time. He was also froill Camp Hasn 
but with another battalion. We talked 
about church and he said he had been 

spellding his free Sundays in Kedlands 
while a t  Camp Haan. We immediately 
planned to go t o  Iiedlands together 
\\.hen 1i.e returned from nlaneuvers. 
Xbout the sanie time my mail contained 
a letter from Harriet Schipper, original- 
ly from Grand Rapids but no\\- in Red- 
lands. She had seen nry name and nd- 

dress in a Fuller Avenue church bulletin 
and had invited me to spend a Sundq-  
ill Retilands, so the very f i r s t  Sunday 
I was back in Camp Haan I rentured 
out to  spend the day there. I t  was 
Easter Sunday. In the evening service 
I heard Rev. Vos and on the \\-hole the 
day was H very enjoyable one. Every- 
body 1  net \\,as friendly and invited 
me to come and visit tlretii. Since. then 

L I G H T S  - 
my visits there have been frequent and 
each time js more enjoyable than the 
time before. 

When Rev. FIoeksema \\-as there this 
su~nnier  I niadc a special effort to see 

and hear hini. I t  happened that  I could 
hear him t\i-ice in BelLflo\\.er and once in 
Rcdlantls. It  seen~etl good to talk wi;h 
hit11 and hear his sermons once again. 

In 31ay I had a seven-day furlough 
but \\-as allo\red to go  only a s  f a r  3s 

Denver. Colorado. 1 wired my parents 
and girl friend to conle to Denver, there 
\Ire tilet and spent three days together. 
1 was so glad to see the111 once again. 
The time passed altogether too s~viftly. 
I t  \vould have been nicer to have had 
illore time and be able to go all the way 
home but \\*e had to be satisfied to me2t 

each other half tvay. They boarded the 
train just five nlinutes before I had to 

take the ~i'est-bound train back to Cali- 
fornia. b y  that  titile I had been in the 
army almost nine months and was get- 
ting used to army life in general. Spend- 
ing Sundays in Redlands alllong nly 0\\11 

people made i l  more pleasant. I t  makes 
a world of difference if a fellow, f a r  
Irom home. has a plat-e to  go on his 
time off. Iiedlands is only 20 tniles away 
and i t  doesn't take long to get there. 

A11 in all a rmy life isn't so bad; it's 
what a fellow makes it. 11's very easy 
to go astray and temptations a r e  all 
around us but a s  long a s  we knov- that  
the Lord is always near us wherever 
we a re  \ve have ~ io th ing  to fear. I Iy  
only comfort is  t h a t  I belong to my 
faithful Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
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Bible Study 

Outlines 
IIEV. GEO. LUBBEIZS 

I'ella, Iowa 

introductory remarks: The wonder. the miracle of "speaking 
We no\\. come in our outlines to the with tongues' has  a divine and revela- 

study of Peter's Pentecostal address. tory significance, which must be ap- 
The material in this address is compact- prehended by faith. 

ed and weighty, and it requires s o ~ l ~ e  This speaking with tongues is  not 311 

thought to  apprehend its sense. When 

we studied this chapter in nly society 
we found that \re could not cover this 
address of Peter  in one session. We 
trust  that  this will be the case with niost 
of you. Consequently we take the liberty 
tc  t reat  this address of Peter  in two 
installments; to wit, in the Outlines V 
and VI. 

Outline V 
THE PERSPECTIVE O F  'I'HI.: 

I'ENTECOST-4L MIRzICLE 
Acts 2:14-21 

Pentecost is a miracle. I t  is th- 
last great  "nlonlent" in  the develop- 
ment of God's covenant before Christ's 
return on the clouds of heaven. But un- 
belief cannot see. And in i t s  blindness 

of sin i t  mocks and scorns. But the 
t ruth of God and His mighty \vork tri- 
umphs. The mouth of fools is al\vays 
stopped. Thus also on Pentecostal Sun- 
day morning in Jerusalem. 

F o r  Peter stood for th with the eleven. 

isolated event understandable ~\-ithout 
viewing i t  in the light-rays of pro- 

phecy. The Pentecostal work i s  b e g u : ~  
at  Jesus' baptism by John (Matt. 3 9 3 -  
17) and is continued here in the event 
of the outpouring of the Spirit--con- 
tinued idso a s  fulfillment of prophecy. 
Jlockery here again e r r s  "not knowing 
the Scriptures. neither the power zf 
God. Matt. 22:29. For  "these men a r e  
not full of new wine. . .but this is that  
which is spoken by the prophet Joe!! 
Vss. 15, 16. 

Peter 's "standing forth with the elev- 
en" reflects the same authority a s  that  
manifested by the prophets when they re- 

peatedly say: Thus saith the  Lord! This 
obserration is  corroborated by the form 
O F  his address "Ye Israelitish men. hear  
these words" (vs. 22) a s  also in the 
damning evidence so fearlessly brought 
against the audience on Pentecost, n3t 
to forget the entire tenor of this ad- 
dress. 
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To have the Christ one niust liste:~ 
to  Moses (John 5:46): to  be blest i n  
Pentecost one must give ear  to  Joel. 
There are  two matters in the prophecy 
of Joel which a r e  in this quotation 
brought to the foreground. 

1 J The more positive side of the mean- 
ing of Pentecost with i ts  accolnpanyiqg 
signs. which stress the advancelnent of 
the New-over the Old Covenant. Vss. 
17-19. (Compare Matt. 11::-15: I1 Cor. 
3 : - 1 )  In this par t  Joel speaks of: 
a )  That the Spirit of God I\-ould be 
poured out upon all flesh. I t  11-ould no 
longer be merely within the orb of IP- 
rael a t  a nation. but also upon the gen- 
tile world. I t  woula be f o r  every ton- 
gue, tribe and people. This is the mean- 
ing of the speaking in dialects of the 
peoples mentioned in vss. 8-11. b )  .Al! 
shall consequently know God ~ i t h  a sav- 
i n g  knor~ledge. being heirs to  the pro- 
mise of Abrahani. (Vs. 39) "Dreams." 
"Visions," and "Prophecy" a re  descrip- 
tive terms, old testament in character 
and niust be understood in new testa- 
mental conceptions. c )  In Joel God has 
said that  this advancement of the nen- 
-over the old testament would be "in 
the last .days." Hence on this par- 
ticular feast day the hour of the usher- 
ing in of these "last days" has struck. 
The Lord has come to dwell in His 
h l y  te~nple-His church. Let all the 
earth keep silence! Ps. 11:4. 

2) Joel places the "judgment day" 
in th is  perspectiv~. We notice: a )  That 
the description of the judgment day here 
in Joel is the same ae in all the pro- 

phets. Compare Isa. 13:lO ff: Rev. 6:1?- 
17. Always the presentation is that 

heaven and ear th participate in the judg- 
ment of the  world. even a s  they also 
do in the salvation of the redeemed. 
ROIII. 8:18-21. b )  That  with the "ad- 
\-al~cetnent" of God's \t70rk front the old 
-to the nen. covenat:; ant1 with the 
greater  glory of God's revelatioll in 
!1;s Son in thcs? iazt days (Heb. 1:l) 

1.1.iament is  n'bql drebler. Col~lpare on 
illis thought lleb. 10:28, 29. Thus is 
~ l s o  the explicit teachiug of Jesus in 
3I;itt. 11:20-24 where it1 the preceding 
c.on:est He hat1 spoken of the superilit- 
i 'y of the ne,v tist:~mc.nt over the )!d 

testament. The po;vers of grace and of 
ti t* "cmti~ii.  :\LC" work with greater 
for te  in the Nen- 'Ytstament dispen-a-, 
:;~JII. but the I:rts; lcr po\velqs of jiid7- 
merit a re  here ~nanifested from hearen. 
I.;ven a hasty study of John 3:lfi-21 \ \ i l l  

convince us of this. Compare further 
.?oh11 16:8. c )  'I'hat Joel should see the 
"judgnient of the \vorld" \t9ithin the 

!.erspectire of Pentecost is due to tcvo 
factors. 1. This is partly due to the 
distant view of the prophet. From wher. 
he stood the details a re  not tliscernab!e 
in the beacon light of prophecy. 2. 
On the other hand it  should not be for- 
gatten that  Pentecost is very really the 
:act typical day of judgment in Israel. 

I t  is the day of judgment for  them. The 
"axe" of which John the Raptist spoke, 
suddenly coming to God's temple. a s  Je- 
hovah's messenger, here falls on Israel's 
national existence. The sceptre departs 

froni Judah. Pe~itecost leaves the old 
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lestament temple a n  empty, desolate 
and deserted place. according to the \vord 
of Jesus two days before "good Friday." 
a s  recorded in Matt. !?3:36. 

Outline VI 
T H E  EVI'ST USDER1,YIXG 

PESTECOST 
-Acts 222-36  

Statcn~cnt  Of The Event. \-h.s. 22. 24. 

1. Briefly stated this event is sum- 
wed up  in the appearance, person, of- 
ficial \vork. suffering, death and resu1.- 
rection of Christ. Peter calls to miad 
the a~vfu l  erent  of the crucifixioll nf 
:he Jesus of Sazareth.  2. In doing so 

he  focuses the attention of his hearers 
and of u s  on the folio\\-ing ele~nent-: 
a )  That Jesus \\-as a man proven. pointed 
out by God. evidenced by Him a s  being 
the Messiah. This God did by the 
powerful works, wonders and sign% 
\1-hich Jesus wrought. We notice: I'o~v- 

erful I\-orks-stressing His divinity. that 
God was with Him. John 3:": \\.onder. 

-stressing the effect it had on the 
spectators, rousing interest and anlaze- 
~nent .  Vs. 12: signs-iudicating that 
these PO\\-erful \\-orks had a divine mes- 
sage which they conlmumicated, they 
\\-ere revelatory in character. John (i:2fi. 

b) That in spite of this reveli~tory fact. 
and i l l  spite of the knowledge of i t  the 
nlen of Jerusa'cm had "tvith lawless 
hands" put this God-attested Jesus l o  

death. c )  That  nontheless God's pur- 
pose stands. The crucifixion of Christ 
is according to the deterniinate council 
and forekno\\-ledge of God. 'l'his, ]lo\*:- 
ever, does not make God the author of 

this heinous crime. f o r  this deed \\-as 
perpetrated "through lanrless hands." 

"Ye killed Him, God raised Hini up" 
thus the truth of the matter  explodes in 
their midst. (This is the erent. which 
underlies the outpouring of the Spirit. 
The Stone rejected by the builders be- 
came the head of the corner. Ps. 118. 
d )  God raised this Christ because i t  was - 
not possible that  He should be held by 
the grave of corruption. Christ's death ' 

was the expiation of sin, and therefore 
Ilie grave could not hold Him. Rom. 
4:". c )  i n  Scripture the resurrection 
implies ascension. Thus here a s  is evi- 
dent from verse 33. A conlparison with 
John 3:14; 12:32 and Eph. I :l9-21 \\.ill 
verify this. 

I'roof From David For This Event. 
\ 'SS 25-Z3.i. 

1. I'eter quotes two passages from the 
I'sal~ns. The first passage from Ps. 
1i;:S-ll to sustain the resurrection of 

Christ. 'I'he second from 1's. 110:l to 
support the ascension of Christ. 

a )  That  the grave would not be ab!e 
to hold Christ David had prophesietl. 
I t  might seem a t  f i rs t  glance that  

David ill this Psalm is  speaking of 

himself. There a re  acording to Peter 
two reasons \I-hy this interpretation niuat 

I 
be set aside and branded a s  false. The 
f i rs t  reason is taken from a well kno1vt1 
fact t o  the nlcn of Jerusalem. Dat-id 
died and his sepulchre was in Jerusalenl 

in the burying- place of the kings. Ant1 
David's flesh saw corruption. \Ts. ?!I. 

Hence he could not truthfully have been 
speaking of himself without in~plying 
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more. The second reason i s  that  Davi.1 
is  a prophet. The Spirit of Christ as 

the Spirit of prophecy testified in David 
also concerning the  "sufferings that 
should come upon Christ and the glory 
that  should follo\~." 1 Peter  1:10.11. 
And Peter points out that  David had 
good reason to prophecy a s  he did. fo r  
God had sworn to him with an oath 

that  He \I-ould raise up a Son to him 
out of his loins. This Messianic promiso 
David embraced by faith, and of this 
faith the prophecy testifies. Compare 
fur ther  11 Sam. i : l2 ,  13. 1's. 89:3. 1; 

132:ll. What marvelous instruction \\.e 
here hare as  to  the sound method in 
the interpretaion of Holy Writ! 

b) lJeter  also shows tha t  in Ps. 110:l 
David could not possibly be speaking 

of himself when he speaks of "sitting 
a t  the Lord's right hand." This AIes- 
sianic power and dignity Daritl could 
never clai~n. He had not ascended ta 
heaven. There is but one thing left. 
David was speaking of the "Pronlised 

Son" (Ps. 16 see above) who a t  once 
is also His Lord. See 3latt. 'L'Z:41-413 

where Christ quotes this I'saln~ and zip- 
plies it to Himself in such a masterful 
n a y ,  that He stops the mouth of the 
unbelieving and arrogant Pharisees. lire 
are told that the people gladly heard 
this, but that the Pharisees "fro~ll that  
day dared ask Hinl no nlore." Those 
xrho ~vould like t o  investigate this mat- 

I ter and see morc of the divine revela- 
tion on this point can study T Cor. l .5:13 
and conlpare i t  with Heb. 1:13: 10:ll-1,. 

For other passagrs quoted in the S e w  
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'l 'estame~~t from this Psalm me refer to  
Heb. S:(i ant1 7:17.21. 
:\pplication. ..Vs. 36. 

1. Pentecost is the \vork of God in the 
risen anti glorified Lord. \vho \>-as killed 
Ly the \~.ickccl hainds of sinful men. He 
is Lord and Christ by God's pro~nisc. 
and faithfulness to David. 

2. Christ is  Israel's king indeed. Let 

"A11 the House of Israel" Lake cogni- 

zance of it. Ye ~ n e n  of Israel ye stand 
by virtue of your la\\-less hands under 
the threatening clouds of judgment. Such 
is  the force of Peter 's address. 

Outline YII 

THE EF1:EC"l' ( I? I'ETEIS'S . l I )DR ES.; 

rirlx 2:37-(11 

I'leading Iior Help. ..\'s. 37 

1. The flashing of this a\\-ful resl;ty 

in the mind of the audienve convi:~: 

of sin. righteousness and judgiuent. Jr)k;: 
l(i:8. They a re  "pricked in their heart." 
l i f e  have the follotving rem:~rks: 

a )  A3 appears from the sequence of 

:his chapter this being "pricked in the 

heart" \\-as more than a momentary dis- 
turballce of the emotions. The \\-att?~s 
here stirred were not shallo\\r. I t  \\-a- 

a matter of the "heart" \\.hence the is- 
sues of life are. 

b)Theg a re  consequently stirred to t!~e 

ciepths of thvir bring with the fear 18f 

God. For  this mometlt is f a r  more ter- 
rifying for  t l le~n than for  Israel zi 
ten~pestuous Sin:li. For the question 
which moves thrm is the f u ~ ~ d a ~ n e n t n l  
question of. the relationship to God. the 
promies. the 'ovenants. the hope of 1s- 
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rael. -4niidst these pressing questions man a s  required by the spiritual nature 
they feel hopelessly a t  a loss. And they of the law. .A turning from sin unto 
cry out, "Men and brethren what mui t  the living God, and thus calling upon the 
we do" ? revealed name of the Lord in Mount 

2. Those crying for  aid and succor Zion. Verse 21. 

show in their petition: 
a )  The question "what shall me do" 

nieans: How can we escape judgment. 
They  must hare  fel t  a s  John the 13ap- 
tist's audience did under that  preacher 
of repentance. Luke 1:1 ff. 

b)  They show that  they have com- 
plete t rust  in Peter and in the "eleven." 
'They call them "brethren." The po\t--er 
of Peter's address had \\-rought in them 
this confidence. 

C) They recognized ill this address 
the voice of the Shepherd. whose voice 
i s  that  of Him standing between tlie 
seven candle-sticks, (Rev. 1:12-20) \rho 
not only speaks comfortably but \vho 
also makes war  with the sword of His 

mouth. And in this latter sense He 
also says. "he that  hath ears  let Him 
hear what the Spirit snith unto the 
churches." Rev. 3:G. 13. And \\,as nut 
this Spirit on Pentecost speaking direct 
and understandable and sin-convicting 
language to the church?! 

O~ily \Yay Of Escape Disclosed Vss. 38--10 

1. The \ray of escape preached by the 
Spirit both in Joel and here or1 Pente- 
cost is that  preached also by the for,:- 
runner of Christ. I t  is: Repentance: 

a )  Repentance is a complete change 
of "niind," i. e. of the deepest and most 
fundamental attitude of man toward God 
and  His kingdom. 

b)  I t  is  the changing of tlie ~rhulz 

2. In the way of repentance enter into 
vicarious atoning work of Christ; into 
the work of Him who was indeed re- 
jected by the builders. but approved of 
God a s  the cornerstonse of salvation. F o r  
baptism is a sign and seal of entering 
into the death and resurrection of this 

rejected Christ. (Roni. 6 3 .  4: Col. 2:11, 

12.) Furthermore i t  appears to be a 

l~ersonal ~i iat ter .  naptiwii also belongs 
to tlie way of Escape. I t  places one 
in the positive work of I'entecost, pro- 
viding the corresponding "repentance" is 
present. 

3. Thus there is an entering into ths  
blessings of Pentecost, and a reception 
of the Holy Spirit with His blessing3. 
I t  is the entering into the Pentecost. 
receiving the first-fruits of the finnl 
harvest. F o r  it  is the  "feast of har- 
vest" blessing that  niay and nlust be 
eaten in the for111 of "bread." Thus i t  
is stated in Rom. 8:". Xnd Eph. 1:14 
and 4:30 speak of the Holy Spirit  a s  the 
seal and pledge of the final redemption. 
Thus we enter into t h e  promise of God 
made to Abraham Gen. 17:lO and 3s 

n-orked out according to David's pro- 
phecy, and the Pentecostal perspective 
of Isa. 5'7:19; Joel 2:32 and Eph. 2:l'i. 

Three Thousand Saved 

1. They believed and were baptized. 
Think of it. Three thousand were bap- 
tized. What a f i rs t  fruit of the full 
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hanvest. What profound inlpression this 
must hare made on the leaders. Was 
"the \\-hole world" folloning this teacher 
of Nazareth? Well could  the^ no\\- say: 

see we profit nothing. 
2.  Were these all sub~qerged?  Or  was 

"sprinkling" the order of the day. Were 
the children also courited with the three 
thousand? If not the number baptized 
must hare f a r  esceede three thousand. 
Questions: I s  salvation al\vays presented 
in Scripture a s  escape froni wra th?  Rom. 
5:l-10. Is  this question of the "Wrath 
of God" popular? I s  i t  sufficient to 
merely be baptized with water? Doe.; 
real baptism al\vays consist in cleans- 
ing fro111 sin by the Holy Ghost? 

Outline VIIl 

THE FIRST PICTL-RE OF THE 
MOTHER CHUliCH 

Acts 2:42-47 

>lode1 Picturv. Vs. 42 

1. This picture is  not one of photo- 
! graphy, neither that  drawn by a huma~i  

artist. but i t  is a picture sketched by 

the pen of the Spirit  sho~ving us the 
delicate spiritual structure of the life 

I of the church. He has left i t  a s  n 

iiiodel for all ages to be copied and as -  
pired after. There was vigor. vitality, 
unity and life in the church. The life 
of the unity of the Spirit. Cornpare 
Eph. 4:3. 4. 

2. In this model church, o r  ideal spir- 
itual life there are  four pivotal points 
brought out by the writer. S o t  one of 
these elements may ever be lacking s t  
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any time, neither brought out of its 
proper proportion. They are: 

a )  Adherellre to the "teaching of the 
apostles." We notice here that  "teach- 
ing" can have reference to either what 
was taught by the apostles, or to the 
actual inipartation of the instruction. 
In this instance it can very well refer 
t o  both of these elements. I t  then re- 
fe r s  to the teaching of which we hare  
an excellent example in the outlines 
V, VI, and VII. I t  is the teaching 
based on Jesus Christ the chief corner- 
stone laid in Zion. See Eph. 220-22; 
I Cor. 3:lO-15. I t  is  the teaching con- 

eenling Christ's resurrection in which 
God fulfilled the Promises tirade to the 

fathers. Acts 13:33 ff. 

b )  Adherence to  "the fello\vship." 
The writer does not fur ther  define this 
fellowship. He leaves it  a s  general a s  
possible. We therefore take this fe l lo~r -  
ship in the  widest scope. Beautiful 
commentary on this fello\vship we f i rs t  
find in I John 1:3. Here i t  is the true 

fello~vship of love with God the Father 
and with His Son Jesus Christ and there- 
fore true fello\vship with the brethren. 

It is also important to notice the con- 
nection of the fellowship there spoken 
of with "what was preached from the be- 
ginning" concernir~g the ~ v o r d  of life. 
It is a fellowship full of joy and of 
joy that is full. mhere were not par- 
ties o r  schisms. Con~pare  hy way of 
contrast I Cor. 1:lO-17. I t  \!,as the 
covenant life of the Spirit  based on the 
apostolic teaching. 

C )  Adherence to "the breaking of 
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the.bread." This is the standing tern1 
to denote what we call "Lord's Supper." 
I t  also included the pouring of the wine. 
See Luke 24:35. The church because of 
it's pure preaching is  very conscious of 
vicarious atonement. and of the, need for  
.salvation, salt-ation from the wrath of 
God. 

d) Finally adherence to "the pray- 
ers." 'I'hey worshipped in their own 

gathering of the saints and also con- 
tinued to go to the temple a t  the hour 
of prayer. See Chapter 3:l .  

Hou- essential the la t ter  is  we nlay 
s* from the general idea of the temple 
a s  being the house of prayer, a s  ;~ls.b 
froni the various adnlonitions both by 

Christ and the apostles that we shall 
pray without ceasing. Are not the people 
of God al\vays portrayed a s  those who 

c ry  day and night unto the Lord? 

1. Many "n-onders and signs" were 
done by the apostles. The sign r e c ~ ~ r d c d  
ii, -4cts 3 is  but one of the many per- 
fornled. -4nd Peter was  not the only 
one who perfornieci miracles. And great 

is the testimony of these signs in  the 
streets of the desolate city. where the 

Lord \vss crucified-the city which in 
Rev. 11 : 10.11 is  called spiritually Sodom 

Apostolic activity Apostolic activity i +  
Divine Testimony! 

2. The result of this activity is tn-)- 
fold. For  those who a r e  without it is  
an occasion of fear  and wonderment. 
Positively they a r e  the means of grace 
h i n g i n g  the elect to the  unity of the  
faith and knowledge of Christ. Thus 
indeed the active apostles a r e  indeed n 
sweet savour of Christ both in those who 
a re  saved and in those n-ho perish. I1 
Cor. 2:14-16. 

Practical Christianity. 1-ss. 4.1-57. 

1. Faith was not so much dead capital 
in this church. I t  was the very opposite 
fro111 that  pictured in James 2:14-16. I t  
was a vital force in practical life a f t e r  
the pattern of believing Abraham. I t  w a s  
brotherly love of a practical nature. The 
poor were cared for. Deep consciousness 
of stewardship in Christ Jesus prevailed. I 

I 

2. It was the fulfillment of the lax- of 
love, no\\- realized through the Ho!y 
Spirit in the hearts of flesh. Heb. 10:15; 

Jer. 13:33. 34. This picture is the stan- 
dard held before us  a s  proof of what  
God has wrought. I t  is  the pledge. t h e  
first-fruits of the final perfection when 
the tabernacle of God shall be with man. 
It  beckons us  ever on to the p;oal nf 
pc~rfection. 

and Egypt. upon both of which the 1-ia!a Otlcstions: Was this sharing of goods 
of God's \vrath were poured out.' 7'h.it "comniunism"? Was this exhibition a n  1 
the signs should testify loudly hcre is nyc.1- attempt to have heaven o n  earth:' 
a s  i t  should be. Remeniber the Spirit Uras i t  possibly due to  the believers 
is here sketching the n-ork of God. Son- thinking that  Jesus' return was im- 
we see the foot-prints of tlini who tlu*ells minent? Or is the  reason to be very 
in the holy place in the sands of time. soberly sought in the \\-ork of the Spirit.? 
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